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INTRODUCTION. 


Perhaps  there  is  no  work  among  those  composed  hefore  the 
invention  of  printing,  of  which  the  popularity  has  been  so  great  and 
the  history  so  obscure,  as  the  compilation  known  under  the  title  of 
the  €^a  Bomanarum,^ 

Previous  to  the  appearance  of  Sir  F.  Madden's  edition  of  the 
English  version  of  these  stories  (printed  for  the  Eoxburghe  Club  in 
1838)  the  subject  had  already  employed  here  the  pens  of  Tyrwhitt, 
Worton,  Douce,  and  Swan, — besides  many  scholars  on  the  Con- 
tinent,— ^but  many  questions  still  remained  to  be  resolved,  and  many 

'  We  must  be  careful  not  to  oonfuse  the  work  which  we  are  now  oon- 
sidexing  with  numerous  other  oompilations  sometimes  designated  by  the  same 
title.  Thus  Barbier,  I>iet.  de$  (Euvret  Aiumyme»^  1824,*  says  that  the  author 
of  the  Dialogui  Oreaturarum  MoralUatut  ascribes  the  Gesta  to  Helinand. 
Now  the  work  thus  referred  to  in  Dialogue  68  is  certainly  not  the  Gegta, 
bat  the  Chronicle  of  Helinand,  which  is  again  quoted  by  the  same  title 
in  Dialogue  64.  In  the  same  manner  Holkot  refers  to  the  Gegta  Jtonuinorum 
for  the  story  of  Bomulus  and  Hemus  (^Moralisat.f  cap.  45),  and  again,  more 
precisely,  he  says,  "  Narrat  Fulgencius  in  qnodam  libra  de  QestU  Eomanontm," 
&c.,  by  which  he  probably  means  the  Libri  Mythologiarum,  Warton  (^Hist, 
of  Eng.  Poetry,  I.  241)  has  given  several  other  instances  in  which  the  title 
Oetta  Momanomm  is  given  generally  to  a  history  treating  of  Roman  affairs, 
and  it  is  actually  so  quoted  in  the  printed  Latin  edd.  of  present  work,  capp. 
19,  35,  39,  &o.  By  the  same  rule  we  must  explain  the  Bamayn  Qestet  of 
Chaucer,  Man  of  Lowe's  Tale,  1126 ;  the  "grete  boke  of  Bame^^  referred  to 
as  an  authority  in  the  Romance  of  Sir  Eglamourt  (ed.  Halliwell,  1.  408,  and 
see  also  1.  1339)  and  the  Bomanee  of  Torrente  of  Portugal;  the  Getty 8 
Bomanorum,  dted  in  the  Liber  Ibstivalis,  leaf  clxxiii.,  ed.  Wynkyn  de 
Worde,  1496.  Hence  may  be  corrected  Tyrwhitt,  iv.  252;  Ellis,  Metrical 
Memaneei,  ill.  284,  ed.  181 1 ;  and  Swan,  ii.  401.  Barbier  also  repeats  the 
blunder  of  Panzer,  Warton,  and  the  printed  catalogue  of  books  in  the  British 
Hufleum,  of  ascribing  to  Robert  Gaguin  a  French  translation  of  the  Gesta^ 
when  in  reality  his  work  is  a  translation  of  Liyy. 


•  •  • 
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difficulties  to  be  cleared  away.  Sir  F.  Madden's  researches  went  a 
long  way  towards  solving  the  problem,  but  still  much  was  left  imex- 
plained.  The  subject  has,  however,  been  since  most  thoroughly  and 
satisfactorily  investigated  by  Herr  Hermann  Oesterley,  whose  work, 
published  in  1872,  is  the  result  of  an  examination  of  no  fewer  than 
165  MSS.^  preserved  in  English  and  Continental  Libraries.  The 
conclusions  at  which  he  has  arrived  will  be  found  in  the  following 
pages,  as  well  as  an  analysis  of  the  various  MSS.  examined  by  him. 

The  Gesta  Romanorum  in  its  original  form  is  a  collection  of 
fictitious  narratives  in  Latin,  compiled  from  Oriental  apologues, 
monkish  legends,  classical  stories,  tales  of  chroniclers,  popular 
traditions,  and  other  sources,  which  it  would  be  now  difficult  and 
perhaps  impossible  to  discover.  Its  object  was  undoubtedly  to 
furnish  a  series  of  entertaining  tales  to  the  preachers  of  the  day  or 
to  monastic  societies,  accompanied  by  such  allegorical  forms  of 
exposition  as  to  convey,  according  to  the  taste  of  the  age,  information 
of  a  theological  character  or  moral  tendency. 

This  mode  of  instruction  was  not,  however,  the  invention  of  the 
compiler  of  the  Oesta,  Instruction  by  the  medium  of  fables  or 
parables  is  a  practice  dating  from  remote  antiquity,  and  is  one 
always  attended  with  considerable  benefit.  Its  great  popularity 
induced  the  monks  to  adopt  this  method,  not  so  much  for  the  sake 
of  illustrating  their  discourses,  as  of  making  a  lasting  impression  on 
the  minds  of  their  illiterate  hearers.  An  apposite  or  well-told  stoiy 
would  arouse  attention  where  logical  arguments  or  abstract  reasoning 
(even  supposing  the  monks  were  able  to  ofifer  such)  would  fail  to 
produce  the  slightest  efifect.  This  method  had  already  been  popular 
in  Europe  for  a  considerable  period,  of  which  we  have  instances  in 
the  Latin  Bestiarium,  the  Historia  Scholaatica  and  Allegorix  of 
Petrus  Comestor,  and  the  Fables  of  Odo  de  Ceriton,  aU  composed  in 
the  12th  century.^    It  is  not,  however,  to  the  convents  of  the  monks 

*  This  number  is  made  up  of  138  MSS.  examined  by  Herr  Oesterley  him- 
self, and  fully  described  in  his  elaborate  analysis  of  the  MSS.  of  the  Getta, 
and  of  27  MSS.,  the  existence  and  description  of  which  were  communicated  to 
him  by  Dr  Leithe,  Librarian  of  the  Royal  and  Imperial  Library  at  Innsbriich. 
(See  his  Gegta  Homanonim,  p.  750.) 

*  See  further  on  this  subject  in  Mr  Wright's  Introduction  to  his  Latif^ 
Stories  (Percy  Society,  1842),  pp.  v — vii. 
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that  we  must  look  for  the  birthplace  of  allegorical  interpretation; 
it  came  to  them,  with  much  of  their  literature,  from  the  East.  Of 
this  Sir  Frederic  Madden  points  out  a  striking  example  connected 
with  the  present  subject,  to  which  he  was  the  first  to  direct  atten- 
tion. '^The  celebrated  work  containing  the  fables  of  Bidpai  was 
brought  from  India  into  Persia  about  the  year  510,  and  was  trans- 
lated into  Pehloi,  at  the  command  of  ELhosru  Nouschir^van,  by  a 
physician  named  Barzouyeh.  To  this  version  six  prefatory  chapters 
were  added  by  Buzurdjmihr,  the  minister  of  ELhosm,  in  one  of 
which,  to  illustrate  some  moral  reflections  on  the  heedless  pur- 
salts  of  mankind,  is  introduced  the  apologue  of  the  man  who, 
flying  from  a  furious  beast,  descends  into  a  pit,  where  suspended 
from  the  branch  of  a  tree,  and  resting  his  feet  on  the  heads  of 
four  serpents,  he  is  so  captivated  by  the  sight  of  some  honey  as 
to  disT^ard  the  operations  of  two  rats,  who  gnaw  the  root  of  the 
tree  until  he  falls  into  the  abyss,  only  to  be  swallowed  by  the  jaws 
of  a  dragon  already  extended  to  receive  him.'*  Then  follows  the 
MordlUaa: — ^The  pit  is  the  world;  the  four  serpents  are  the 
humours  which  compose  the  human  body;  the  rats  are  day  and 
night,  the  succession  of  which  consumes  our  life ;  the  honey  is  the 
enjoyment  of  the  senses;  and  the  dragon  is  death.^  With  very 
alight  alterations  this  Morality  is  literally  the  same  that  occurs  in 
the  Latin  printed  editions  of  the  Cresta^^  cap.  168,  and  it  is  only  by 
the  addition  of  the  ladder ^  interpreted  penance,  that  we  recognise  an 
addition  of  the  monkish  writer,  to  make  the  story  applicable  to  the 
Christian  system  of  theology.  Here  then  is  a  clear  proof  that  these 
apologues,  when  they  passed  into  Europe,  became  probably  the 
original  patterns  of  a  mode  of  exposition  which  was  subsequently 
carried  to  such  excess  as  to  incur  the  sarcasm  of  Erasmus  and  the 
censure  of  Luther.' 

But  who  was  the  author  of  the  Gesta,  and  when  was  it  com- 
posed 1     Sir  F.  Madden  says : — ^'  To  the  latter  of  these  questions  an 

1  See  Dd  Sacy^a  Mimoire,  prefixed  to  his  edition  of  the  Arabic  yereion  of 
the  CalUa  u  JHmnahj  p.  28,  4to,  Paris,  1816. 

*  It  fonns  the  30th  story  of  the  English  translation,  MS.  Harl.  7333.  See 
p.  109  of  the  present  volume,  and  the  notes  on  it  at  p.  466. 

'  See  Donee's  lUustratioHS,  ii.  343,  and  Dunlop's  Hist,  of  Fictiim,  ii.  175. 


X  INTRODUCTION. 

answer  sofficientlj  satisfactory  can  be  given.  Tyrwhitt  was  inclined 
to  assign  it  to  the  end  of  the  12th  or  beginning  of  the  13th  century,^ 
but  he  is  in  error,  and  Warton  and  Douce  have  agreed  in  attributing 
it  to  the  first  half  of  the  14th  century.  It  must  certainly  have  been 
written  some  years  previous  to  the  composition  of  the  Decameron 
(1348 — 1358),  so  as  to  allow  of  its  having  become  sufficiently 
popular  in  Italy  for  Boccaccio  to  have  borrowed  its  stories ;  and  in 
England  a  more  precise  test,  unkno^vn  to  Warton  and  Douce,  is 
furnished  by  the  Moralitates^  of  Robert  Holkot,  a  celebrated 
theological  writer  of  the  Dominican  Order,  who  died  in  1349. 
These  consist  of  47  stories,  with  Moralities  much  in  the  style  of  the 
Gesta,  from  which  several  of  the  stories  are  borrowed  with  scarcely 
a  verbal  alteration."' 

Herr  Oesterley  assigns  the  compilation  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
13th  or,  at  the  latest,  the  early  years  of  the  14th  century.^  He 
argues  that  the  fact  of  the  MSS.  having,  even  so  soon  as  the  middle 
of  the  14th  century,  become  so  diversified  as  naturally  to  fall  into 
the  three  groups  or  families  which  he  points  out,  is  of  itself  a  proof 
that  the  first  MS.  cannot  have  been  written  later  than  the  beginning 
of  that  centuiy;  and  further,  he  mentions  a  MS.  dated  1326  which, 
^m  the  corraptions  of  words,  especially  of  proper  names,  is  plainly 
copied  from  some  earlier  MS.^ 

The  question.  Who  was  the  author  of  the  Gesta  f  is  one  of  far 
greater  difficulty.  Sir  F.  Madden  inclined  to  the  opinion  expressed 
by  Warton  (in  which  Gemeiner,®  Eschenberg,^  and  Grimm*  coincide), 
that  the  compiler  was  Pierre  Bercheur,  better  known  by  his  Latin 
name  of  Berchorius,  a  native  of  Poitou,  who  was  Prior  of  the 
Benedictine  convent  of  St  Eloi,  at  Paris,  and  died  in  1362.     The 

^  See  his  edition  of  Chauoer,  1822,  vol.  iv.  p.  300. 

*  MS.  Reg.  6  E  III.,  leaf  218.  They  were  printed  at  Venice  in  1505,  under 
the  title  of  MoralUationes  pulchrcB^  in  v<tfim  Pradicatorum,  (See  Warton, 
I.  802.) 

'  Compare  cap.  21  with  cap.  33  of  the  printed  Latin  Getta,  oapp.  22  and 
43  with  cap.  176,  oap.  24  with  cap.  1,  and  cap.  44  with  cap.  91. 

*  Oetta  jRomanonim,  p.  256. 
»  Ibid.  p.  257. 

*  Nachr,  von  Belt,  Buck,  der  Regenshftrger  Stadthihl,,  8o,  1785,  p.  186. 

^  Neue  Lit,   Anz,,  1807,   pp.   39^—46,     Compare   Lessing^a   Leben,   iii. 
128—130. 

*  JIaui-March&ny  iii.  371. 
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authority  for  this  snppositioii  is  Solomon  GlassitLB,  a  celebrated 
theologiaii  of  Saxe  Grotha,  who  in  hiB  PhiHologuB  Sacrm  Libri  quinquey 
written  about  1623,  expressly  names  Berchorins  as  the  author,  and 
quotes  from  the  work  the  stoiy  of  St  Bernard  and  the  dice-player, 
cap.  170.^  Sir  F.  Madden  on  this  point  writes: — ''It  would  be 
very  desirable  to  ascertain  what  grounds  Glasdos  had  for  this 
assertion,'  but  in  the  absence  of  further  information  we  naturally 
recur  to  the  writings  of  Berchorius  himself,  and  I  am  bound  to  say, 
after  a  tolerably  minute  examination  of  the  three  bulky  tomes  in 
which  they  are  contained,  that  the  internal  evidence  is  decidedly  in 
faTonr  of  Warton's  argument.  No  one  can  indeed  rise  from  a  perusal 
of  the  two  works  without  being  forcibly  struck  by  the  surprising 
coincidence  of  style,  method,  and  plan  of  both.  The  authors 
quoted  by  the  compiler  of  the  Gesta  are  also  dted  by  the  Prior  of 
£loi,  and  the  same  stories  are  familiar  to  both.  Besides  those  already 
pointed  out  by  Warton,  there  are  several  more,  of  which  the  most 
remarkable  is  the  '  wild  tale '  of  the  intractable  elephant  killed  by 
two  virgins,  who  cut  off  his  head,  and  make  purple  of  his  blood, 
which  occurs  in  cap.  115  of  the  printed  GestOy  and  in  the  Dictionary 
of  Berchorios,  t.  AdtUaHo,  p.  109,  tom.  iii.  ed.  1631.  Another 
coincidence  which  escaped  Warton  deserves  notice  here.  In  the 
Oeskiy  cap.  160,  is  a  legend  of  a  lady  possessed  by  a  devil  in  the 
diocese  of  Valence,  in  Dauphiny,  on  the  confines  of  Provence ;  and 
in  the  Beductorium  Morale  of  Berchorius,  lib.  xiv.  cap.  44,  we  find 
a  story  of  a  haunted  castle,  placed  in  the  same  locality ;  both  of 
which  tales  might  easily  have  been  learnt  by  him  when  preceptor  to 
the  novices  at  Cluny.*'*  Mr  Douce,  on  the  other  hand,  contended 
that  the  author  was  a  Grerman,  principally  because  in  the  Moralisa- 
tion  to  chapter  144  there  is,  in  most  of  the  early  editions,  a  German 
proverb,  and  in  chapter  142  several  German  names  of  dogs. 
Warton  and  Grimm,  on  the  contrary,  considered  these  words  as 

*  Page  200,  ed.  Amsterd,  1711. 

'  Dunlop  16  in  error  (ii.  172)  in  suppoeing  Qlaesiua  to  have  derived  his 
information  from  Salmeron  of  Toledo,  an  earlier  divine,  who  died  in  1585. 
His  Comment,  in  Evang,  Hitt,  was  composed  after  the  year  1570,  and  he  talcea 
occaffion  in  it  merely  to  critioiBe  and  censure  the  allegorical  method  of  inter* 
pretation  adopted  in  the  Qnta  and  elsewhere  (voL  i.  p.  356,  fol.  Col.  Agr.,  1G02). 

'  See  Warton,  EUt,  of  Eng.  Poetry ;  ed.  Haslitt,  L  299. 
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mere  interpolations  of  tlie  German  scribe  or  editor;  and,  indeed, 
witk  respect  to  the  proverb,^  Douce  himself  in  a  MS.  note  in  his 
copy  of  Swan,  yoL  ii  p.  218,  makes  the  admission — '<It  is  the 
German  editor,  not  the  authoTj  who  is  speaking  German.''  With 
this  view  Sir  F.  Madden  agrees,  and  it  is  clearly  borne  out  by  the 
researches  of  Herr  Oesterley,  who  states  that  the  proverb  does  not 
appear  in  even  one  of  the  great  number  of  MSS.  which  he  has 
examined,  but  is  an  addition  made  by  the  editors  of  the  printed 
copies: — ''Das  sprichwort  kommt  in  den  handschriften  gar  nicht 
vor."*  With  regard  to  the  names  of  the  dogs  in  cap.  142,  Herp 
Oesterley  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  they  are  English,  and  he 
shows  that  they  still  exist  in  but  slightly  altered  forms.  Thus 
Bandyn  becomes  Bander,  with  which  we  may  compare  Bandog ; 
Reuelin  appears  as  Reveller,  &c.* 

Moreover,  in  chapter  155  of  the  printed  Latin  editions  the 
author  states  that  the  story  "  which  he  relates  on  the  authority  of 
many  to  whom  it  was  well-known"  he  had  himself  heard  from 
natives  and  inhabitants  of  the  place  where  it  occurred,  which  is  said 
to  be  Wandlebury,  a  village  on  the  borders  of  the  diocese  of  Ely. 
(See  the  epitome  of  the  story  printed  in  the  appendix  to  the  present 
volume.) 

On  the  whole,  Herr  Oesterley  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the 

'  One  edition  of  the  original  has — "Corabola  (?  parabola),  vulgariter; 
4ie  8oh/nooh  wit  fliegen  aUo  hoch  aU  der  adler,  Ideo  non  est  discredo,"  &c. 
Two  other  editions  give — ^^  Der  vteul  rvylt  vlyegen  also  hoge  aU  der  arnt 
aquUa,  Ideo,"  &c. ;  and  two  have  the  Latin  rendering — "  Culex  cupit  tarn  altd 
Yolare,  sicut  ipsa  aquilla.'* 

"  Page  262. 

'  **  Diese  namen  nun  sind  englitche,  Einige  derselben  sind  bis  In  die 
neuste  zeit  hinein  im  gebrauche  geblieben,  so  Bicher,  spater  Beacher,  Bandyn, 
spater  Bander,  vgl.  Bandog,  und  Beuelin,  verschrieben  fiir  Beuelin,  Bevelin, 
spiiter  Beveller.  Fiir  das  Emulemin  ist  dem  zeugnisse  der  handsohriften 
gemass  Ewilemin  zu  setzen  ;  es  ist  mir  freilioh  nicht  gelungen,  diesen  namen 
nachzuweisen,  aber  sein  englischer  ursprung  ist  augenscheinlich.  Hanegiff, 
in  der  moralisation  als  ^  accipite  et  donate  *  iibersetzt,  ist  offenbar  verlesen  fiir 
Hauegijf^  Hategiff,  Have-give,  Fiir  Crisviel  ist  zu  setzen  TrUtwel  oder 
2Hswol,  wie  Bitwol  eine  zusammensetzung  des  altenglischen  wol.  JEgofyn, 
besser  Egloffin,  stammt  vom  ags.  JScgndf,  im  deutsohen  parallel  entwickelt  zu 
Bglofff  8.  Forstemann,  namenbuch  20.  In  BeamU  soheint  die  alte  bezeich- 
Dung  fiir  Bohmen  durch  wenn  nicht  eine  altenglisohe  wurzel,  und  Belyn, 
Trehelin  endlich  stammt  von  bellin,  bellen,  ist  also  das  heutige  Beller," — 
pp.  264-6. 
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daim  of  Berchorius  to  be  acknowledged  as  the  author  of  the  Gesta 
is  not  based  upon  sufficiently  satisfactory  grounds,  and  that  the 
only  other  name  which  has  been  suggested,  Helinand,  has  still  less 
claim  to  the  title,  thus  leaving  the  point  unsettled,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  one  impossible  at  this  day  to  determine  satisfactorily.^ 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  Cksta  we  have  no  certain  information. 
The  Oesta  in  its  present  form  had  its  origin  undoubtedly  in  a  com* 
bination  or  combinations  of  several  collections  of  stories,  taken 
probably  from  Eoman  history,  and  in  use  by  the  monks  as  texts  for 
sermons.  These  stories,  which  were  collected  solely  for  the  sake 
of  the  moralisations  which  could  be  extracted  from  them,  after  being 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  stories  of  later  date,  finally  appeared 
under  the  title  of  Oesta  Eomanorum  Moralizaia^  or  something 
similar.^  The  stories  themselves  were  of  very  slight  importance, 
the  sole  object  of  the  compilers  being  to  provide  texts  for  their 
moralisations.'  Very  often  only  the  first  few  words  of  some  well- 
known  tale  are  given,  followed  immediately  by  the  Moralite.  Some- 
times, in  the  older  MSS.,  only  the  story  is  given,  a  space  being  left 
for  the  Moralite,  to  be  filled  in  afterwards  by  the  scribe,  or  perhaps 
by  the  preacher.^  It  was  not  till  very  late  that  the  story  became 
the  principal,  and  the  Moralite  the  secondary  element.^  In  the 
present  volume  the  reader  will  notice  in  many  instances  how  slight 
is  the  apparent  connection  between  the  story  and  the  Moralite. 

It  appeals  at  first  sight  a  very  extraordinary  circumstance  that 
there  should  be  no  MS.  of  the  printed  book  in  existence.  "  But," 
says  Sir  F.  Madden,  ''  if  we  look  a  little  more  narrowly  into  this 
statement  we  shall  find  that  it  proceeds  on  the  assumption  that  the 
MSS.  would  resemble  the  printed  volume  as  well  in  the  order  as  in 

"   Oesterley,  pp.  254-6.  »  IMd,  p.  261. 

'  For  instance,  in  cap.  126  (The  Tale  of  the  Three  Black  Crows),  the  story 
winds  up  hy  saying,  "'post  hoc  moritur  uxor  ejut,  et  ille  eenobivm  intravit^ 
tres  lUerat  didieit,  quantm  erat  prima  nigra,  secunda  ruhea,  tereia  Candida^** 
a  circumstance  which  is  introduced  solely  for  the  sake  of  the  moralisation,  in 
which  the  first  letter  is  explained  as  remorse  for  our  sins,  the  second  as  the 
memory  of  Christ^s  blood,  and  the  third  the  desire  for  heaven.  And  in  cap. 
171  the  Moralite  b^ina^  "  CaHuimi,  imperator  igte  est  pater  ccslestis,^ 
although,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  emperor  occurs  in  the  story  at  all. 

*  Oesterlejff  p.  261.     Such  is  the  case  in  the  Cambr.  Univers.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6. 

•  Ibid.  p.  262, 
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tke  number  of  the  stories.  Tet  this  is  surely  not  to  be  expected,  for 
in  the  title  of  one  of  the  earliest  editions,^  we  find  the  Yolume  to  be 
composed  of  '  hystoiie  coUecte  A  Grestis  Bomanorum  et  quibusdam 
aliis  libris'  and  in  another  it  is  entitled,  '  Historic  notabiles  atque 
magis  principaleSy  collecte  ex  G«stis  Bomanorum  est  quibusdam  dliis 
notabUibua  CkstisJ^  Is  it  not  therefore  probable  that  the  editor  or 
printer  of  the  first  edition  should  have  incorpo^ted  several  stories 
not  originally  to  be  found  in  the  work)  It  is  very  evident  that  the 
long  story  of  Apollonius  of  Tyre,  which  forms  cap.  153  of  the 
augmented  editions,  never  formed  a  part  of  the  original  Oesta^  and  I 
strongly  suspect  that  the  legend  of  Alexius,  cap.  15,  that  of  Pope 
Gregory,  cap.  81,  and  several  more,  were  introduced  at  the  time  it 
was  first  printed,  or  not  long  before.  Schmidt,  indeed,  regards  the 
whole  of  the  stories  from  cap.  153  to  cap.  181  inclusive  as  additions 
later  than  the  time  of  Herolt  [a.d.  1418]."  Sir  F.  Madden's  opinion 
is  not,  however,  borne  out  by  Herr  Oesterley's  investigations,  for  I 
find  the  three  stories  referred  to  in  a  MS.  of  the  14th  century, 
K^  Ixxi.  in  Oesterley,'  tliough  they  do  not  seem  to  occur  in  any 
other  MS.  earlier  than  1457.  Schmidt's  theory,  too,  can  only  be 
accepted  as  partially  true,  for  several  of  the  stories  found  in  the 
printed  Latin  editions  after  cap.  153  are  also  to  be  found  in  MSS. 
of  the  14th  century.  Thus,  for  instance,  capp.  154,  157,  165,  167, 
174,  and  181  occur  in  the  MS.  N^  xxii.  in  Oesterley's  list,  the 
date  of  which  is  1377.* 

The  MSS.  of  the  Oesta  which  are  found  in  England  differ  con> 
siderably  from  those  in  the  Continental  libraries.    To  use  Mr  Douce's 

*  Sir  F.  Madden  is  of  opinion  that  the  editioD  described  by  Warton  (J97#f. 
€f  Eng,  Poetry^  I.  240),  a  copy  of  which  is  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  which 
contaioa  only  152  chapters  and  117  [118]  leaves,  and  the  edition  of  Eetelaer 
and  De  Leempt  at  Utrecht,  about  1473,  containing  151  chapters,  are  the 
earliest  editions.  Dr  Dibdin  describes  the  fint  edition  as  being  that  of  Uirio 
Zetl,  at  Cologne,  about  1472,  containing  159  [7]  leaves  (,B%bl.  Spene.  ill  840). 
He  does  not,  however,  state  the  number  of  chapters,  but  in  Heber*s  Sale,  Pt  1, 
!No.  3158,  a  copy,  apparently  of  this  edition,  is  stated  to  contain  181  chapters ; 
and  it  is  thus,  in  Sir  F.  Madden's  opinion,  later  than  those  which  only  contain 
152  chapters.  According  to  Dr  Eloss,  Catal.  No.  1824,  it  is  the  second  edition, 
the  first  being  the  Ketelaer  edition,  already  mentioned,  and  the  third  that 
of  John  de  Westfalia,  at  Lou  vain,  containing  181  chapters. 

'  Oesterley,  p.  257,  mentions  one  which  begins — "Incipit  tractatus  de 
diversis  historiis  Bomanorum,  et  quibusdam  aliis." 

'  Oesta  jRomanorum^  p.  175.  *  Ihid,  p.  82. 
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words,  "  the  oonstruction  resembles  that  of  the  original  Geeta,  from 
which  a  great  many  stories  have  been  retained,  but  these  are  always 
newly  written,  and  sometimes  materially  altered.  The  moialisations 
file  uniformly  different,  and  the  proper  names  generally  changed."^ 
From  this  Mr  Douce  formed  the  opinion,  with  which  Sir  F.  Madden 
partially  agrees,  that  the  English  MSS.  represent  an  entirely  different 
woik  £rom  the  Continental  MSS.;  and  he  expressed  his  belief  that  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  latter  would  result  in  the  discorery  of 
th^  original  of  the  work.  The  compilation  represented  by  the 
English  MSS.  Sir  F.  Madden  designates  the  Anglo-Latin  Geeta,  and 
traces  its  origin  to  ''  the  popularity  of  the  original  Oesta,  not  only  on 
the  Continent,  but  among  the  English  Clergy,  [which]  appears  to 
have  induced  some  person,  apparently  in  the  reign  of  Kichard  the 
Second,  to  undertake  a  similar  compilation  in  this  country."^  He 
then  goes  on  to  say,  "  Out  of  the  entire  number  of  104'  stories  con- 
tained in  various  MSS.  of  the  Anglo-Latin  G^^a,  30  are  not  in  the 
Latin  editions,  and  four  more  are  related  with  such  variety  as 
almost  to  constitute  them  different  narratives.^  From  a  comparison 
of  the  texts  as  exhibited  in  the  editions  and  the  Anglo-Latin  MSS. 
it  is  impossible  not  to  be  convinced  that  the  latter  compilation  is 
generally  based  on  the  former,  retaining  in  many  instances  the 
precise  words  of  the  original ;  yet  in  some  cases,  as,  for  example,  in 
the  story  of  the  Three  Caskets,  cap.  109  of  editions,  and  cap.  99  of 
the  Anglo-I^tin  MSS.,  there  is  so  great  a  diversity  as  to  prove  that 
a  different  authority  was  followed.  Tyrwhitt  and  Warton  have  both 
confounded  this  MS.  work  with  the  edition — an  error  very  properly 
reprehended  by  Douce.  Who  was  the  author  of  the  Anglo-Latin  version 
is  not  known,  but  the  writer  last  mentioned  suggests  it  might  have 
been  John  Bromyard,  an  English  theologian,  who  flourished  about 
1390,  the  author  of  the  Summa  Predicantium^  a  voluminous  digest 
of  divinity  arranged  under  alphabetical  heads  for  the  use  of  preachers, 

■  JUngtraHom,  ii.  365.  '  Oesta  BomamorHm,  iDtroduotion,  p.  xi. 

'  The  best  MS.,  HarL  2270,  has  only  102  stories,  and  MS.  HarL  6269  oaly 
101,  but  Sir  F.  Madden  includes  also  the  prefatory  story  of  Atalanta,  prefixed 
to  several  MSS.,  and  the  story  of  a  law  made  by  the  Emperor  Octavian  re- 
electing the  rape  of  a  virgin,  which  occurs  in  only  one  MS.,  vis.  Harl.  8132, 
cap.  44. 

^  All  of  these  are  analysed  by  Douce  in  his  Dissertation  on  the  Guta, 
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and  illustrated  by  innumeTable  stories  from  various  sources.^  He 
was  evidently  well  acquainted  with  the  Continental  Ckstay  many  of 
the  tales  from  which  he  transfers  to  his  pages,  and  I  have  frequently 
had  occasion  to  refer  to  them  in  the  Notes  to  the  present  volume. 
The  MSS.  of  this  Oesta  agree  in  general  remarkably  well  as  to  the 
text,  but  vary  much  in  the  order  and  number  of  the  contents.  *  The 
best  MSS.  have  the  order  nearly  the  same  as  MS.  HarL  2270,  which, 
although  written  on  paper,  and  at  a  later  period  than  some  others, 
yet  on  the  whole  is  the  most  complete  and  accurate  copy  I  have 
seen." 

The  MSS.  of  the  Anglo-Latin  Oesta  are  numerous  in  England. 
Mr  Douce^  reckoned  25,  of  which  nine  were  in  the  Museum,  eight 
at  Oxford,  and  eight  miscellaneous,  but  from  these  last  two  must  be 
deducted  as  already  included  in  the  Museum  list,  since  the  D'Ewes 
MS.  is  HarL  219,  and  Burscough's  is  Harl.  2270.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  researches  of  Herr  Oesterley  have  added  six  to  the  list, 
Mr  Douce  having  omitted  the  MSS.  in  the  Cambridge  Univers. 
Libr.,  and  at  Balliol,  Trinity  and  University  Coll.,  Oxford.  I 
myself  have  since  discovered  another  in  the  Grenville  Library,  Brit. 
Mus.,  N^  xxii.,  thus  raising  the  total  to  thirty.  A  full  list  will  be 
found  at  the  end  of  this  Litroduction.  These  MSS.  are  c}iiefiy  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 

Herr  Oesterley,  as  the  result  of  his  examination  of  165  MSS., 
comes  to  the  conclusion  that,  notwithstanding  the  difference  between 
the  English  and  Continental  MSS.,  they  yet  represent  the  same 
work,  the  English  being  the  older  group. 

The  MSS.  of  the  Gestay  says  Herr  Oesterley,  naturally  divide 
themselves  into  three  families  or  groups.     These  are-^ 

\.  The  English  family,  written  in  Latin.  This  is  what  Sir  F. 
Madden  calls  the  Anglo-Latin  (xesta^  of  which  the  best  representative 
is  MS.  Harl.  2270. 

2.  The  fandly  of  Latin  and  German  MSS.,  which  is  best  repre- 
sented by  an  edition  in  German,  printed  by  John  Schofser,  at 
Augsburg,  in  1489. 

*  Printed  at  Karemburg,  1485,  folio,  and  often  afterwards.     There  are 
some  good  MSS.  of  his  work  in  the  British  Moseum. 
'  IlluitratioiUf  &o.,  II.  426. 
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3.  The  family  represented  by  wliat  he  tenus  the  Vtdgdrtext. 
The  MSS.  of  this  family  constitute  what  Mr  Douce  termed  the 
original  Oesta,  and  have  been  considerably  altered  by  the  influence 
of  distinct  collections,  and  especially  by  the  Moralitatea  of  Eobert 
Holkot,  already  referred  to. 

Briefly,  we  may  sum  up  the  results  of  Herr  Oesterley's  investiga- 
tions as  follows : — ^That  the  Oesta  was  originally  compiled,  towards 
the  end  of  the  13th  century,  in  England,  whence  it  soon  found  its 
way  to  the  Continent,  where  it  underwent  considerable  alteration, 
tales  being  added  and  corruptions  creeping  in.  From  this  enlarged 
compilation  on  the  invention  of  printing  a  selection  of  150  stories 
was  made.  This,  the  editio  princeps^  in  Herr  Oesterley's  opinion 
was  the  edition  (A)  published  by  Ketelaer  and  De  Leempt  at 
Utrecht,  already  mentioned,  a  second  edition  of  which  was  printed 
by  Arnold  Ter  Hoemen,  at  Cologne. 

Another  selection  (B)  of  181  chapters  was  made  and  published 
by  Ulrich  Zell,  at  Cologne,  which  Herr  Oesterley  designates  the 
Vulgdrtexty  or  Vulgate.  These  three  editions  Herr  Oesterley  thinks, 
without  doubt,  appeared  between  the  years  1472  and  1475,  and-— 
being  introduced  into  England  before  there  had  been  any  opportunity 
of  printing  an  edition  from  the  English  MSS.  of  the  Gesta,  which 
constituted  a  much  smaller  collection — soon  drove  the  latter  into 
the  background,  usurping  to  themselves  the  title  and  character  of 
the  original  Gesta,  and  rendering  both  unnecessary  and  improbable 
the  printing  of  an  edition  of  the  English  MSS. 

In  this  way  Herr  Oesterley  accounts  for  the  two  facts  which  at 
first  sight  appear  so  strange,  and  which  have  given  cause  to  so  many 
misapprehensions  relative  to  the  history  of  the  Gesta,  viz.,  that  (1)  no 
MS.  exists  corresponding  to  the  printed  Latin  editions  of  the  Gesta  ; 
and  (2)  none  of  the  English  MSS.  were  ever  printed. 

It  is  possible,  Herr  Oesterley  admits,  that  the  Gesta  may  have 
been  originally  compiled  in  Germany,  but  after  a  close  examination 
of  the  whole  subject  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  weight  of  evidence  is 
in  favour  of  an  English  origin.^  His  investigations  entirely  bear  out 
the  conjectures  of  Sir  F.  Madden,  who  says : — ''  It  seems  to  me 

'   Oetta  Romunorum^  p.  266. 
QE8TA.  h 
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highly  probable  that  the  editor  of  the  first  edition  either  made  s 
selection  from  the  different  MSS.  before  him,  or  made  use  of  one 

which  was  incomplete,  and  that he  added  stories  which 

never  formed  part  of  the  original  work.  It  is  only,  however,  by  a 
critical  edition  of  the  text  and  a  careful  comparison  of  the  MSS. 
that  we  can  arrive  at  the  tnith,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  one 
on  the  Continent,  equally  competent  with  Wolf  Schmidt  or  Keller, 
will  undertake  the  task.''  ^  Herr  Oesterley  has  happily  proved  this 
hoped-for  "  some  one." 

Of  the  Latin  Greaia^  as  it  appears  in  the  editions,  an  analysis  has 
been  given  by  Warton ;  but  it  is  far  from  complete,  since  he  has 
omitted  no  less  than  53  stories,  many  of  which  deserve  more  atten- 
tion than  some  in  his  list.  To  supply  this  deficiency,  and  to  present  a 
perfect  view  of  the  work,  as  it  appeared  in  upwards  of  30  editions, 
between  1480  and  1530,  a  brief  notice  of  each  chapter  which  does 
not  occur  in  the  English  translations,  and  of  such  chapters  as  appear 
only  in  the  Anglo-Latin  text  has  been  included  in  this  volume. 
Further,  I  have  added  an  epitome  of  those  stories  printed  by  Herr 
Oesterley  in  his  Appendix,  which  are  to  be  found  neither  in  the 
printed  Latin  editions,  the  Anglo-Latin  text,  nor  the  English 
translations,  but  only  in  certain  Continental  MSS.  This  volume 
therefore  contains,  either  in  full  or  epitomised,  every  story  which 
appears  in  any  or  all  of  the  138  MSS.  analysed  by  Herr  Oesterley. 

The  influence  of  the  Anglo-Latin  Oesta  on  English  poetry  was 
very  considerable  during  the  reigns  of  Eichard  IL  and  his  successors, 
and  quite  equal,  if  not  superior  to,  the  effect  produced  on  the 
writings  of  the  Italian  novelists  by  the  Continental  compilation. 
The  poems  of  Gower,  Chaucer,  Occleve,  and  Lydgate  furnish  many 
instances  of  their  familiarity  with  the  work,  whilst  we  have  even 
stronger  proofs  of  its  popularity  in  the  numerous  quotations  from  it 
in  the  Sermones  Dominicalea  of  John  Felton,  Vicar  of  Magdalen 
College,  Oxford,  who  in  1431  compiled  this  series  of  discourses 
at  the  request  of  his  associates.'    Nor  was  its  influence  confined 

'   Oetta  Bomanorumf  Introduotion,  p.  z. 

*  Of  these  Sermons  there  are  several  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum,  of 
which  MS.  Harl.  4  was  in  Sir  P.  Madden*8  opinion  the  best.  Other  copies  are 
in  MS.  Harl.  868  and  5396.     Mr  Douoe  remarks  (^Illnitrations,  iL  842)  that 
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to  the  earlier  authors  of  our  conntry,  but,  as  the  reader  will  find 
pointed  out  in  the  Notes,  even  Shakspere  and  poets  of  modem  times 
are  indebted  to  it  for  the  framework  of  some  of  their  finest  writings. 
This  Anglo-Latin  Gesia  is  the  immediate  original  of  the  Early 
English  translations,  published  for  the  first  time  by  Sir  F.  Madden 
for  the  Boxburghe  Club  in  1838,  and  reprinted  in  the  present 
Tolnme.  These  translations  were,  in  all  probability,  made  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  YI.^  Only  three  MSS.  containing  them  are  known 
to  exist,  two  of  which  are  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  and 
the  third  in  the  Unirersity  Library,  Cambridge.  The  first  and 
most  complete  copy,  MS.  Harl.  7333,  the  date  of  which  is  about 
1440  A.D.,  contains  70  stories,  comprised  in  a  large  folio  volume, 
written  fidrly  in  double  columns,  on  vellum,  and  probably  nearly 
coeval  with  the  work  itself,'  in  which  are  also  the  Canterbury  Tales 
of  Chaucer,  from  a  MS.  of  his  contemporary,  Shirley ;  part  of  Gower's 
Confeesio  Amaniis,  a  great  number  of  Lydgate's  poems,  and  the 
Prologue  to  Ocdeve's  translation  of  ^fftditu  de  Begimhie  Princi- 
pum.  Two  of  the  stories  were  printed  by  Douce  in  his  Ulusfrationa 
of  Shakgpere,  but  the  rest  remained  inedited  until  Sir  F.  Madden's 
edition  in  1838.  The  second  MS.  used  for  the  present  compilation 
is  also  in  the  British  Museum,  and  is  MS.  Addit.  9066,  presented 
by  the  Eev.  William  Conybeare  in  1832.  It  is  a  smaU  folio  volume, 
consisting  of  87  leaves  of  vellum,  written  by  two  different  hands, 
about  the  same  date  as  the  first,  and  belonged  in  the  16th  century 
to  one  Grervase  Lee,  whose  autograph  and  a  stanza  on  his  name  occur 
on  the  last  leaf.  Li  this  MS.  are  96  stories,  46  of  which  belong  to 
the  elass  of  Geda  proper,  and  the  remainder  are  taken  from  the 
fables  of  Odo  de  Ceriton,  a  writer  of  the  12th  century,  the  miracles  of 

in  these  Sennons  the  printed  editions  of  the  Oegta  are  only  anee  quoted, 
while  the  Anglo-Latin  text  is  perpetually  referred  to. 

^  Mr  Douce  suggested  that  the  author  may  have  heen  Gower,  Lydgate,  or 
Ocelere,  but  Sir  F.  Madden  did  not  agree  in  this  view.  In  his  opinion  the 
last  had  the  most  claim,  hut  the  two  prose  moralisations  attaohed  to  his 
metrical  paraphrase  of  two  stories  in  the  ffesta  would,  from  their  variations, 
militate  against  stfch  a  supposition. 

*  At  leaf  118  b,  of  the  MS.  is  written  "Quod  Impingham'* — ^the  usual 
way  of  indicating  the  name  of  the  scrthe.  Before  the  d2nd  story  of  the  Oetta 
(which  begins  on  leaf  189,  col.  I)  is  also  drawn  a  sort  of  rebus,  consisting  of 
the  stock  of  a  tree  placed  in  a  tun,  and  beneath,  a  fish.  Shortly  after  a  coat 
of  arms  is  tricked — a  saltire  between  four  water-bougets. 


XX  INTRODDOTIOK. 

the  Virgin,  monkish  legends,  the  Vitas  Patrum^  and  other  sources,^ 
which  have  heen  more  particularly  pointed  out  in  the  Notes.  It  is 
easy  to  perceive  that  in  this  version,  which  differs  from  the  former, 
41  of  the  stories  have  been  taken  from  a  MS.  slightly  varying  from 
that  used  by  the  translator  of  the  first  series,  and  such  variations  are 
actually  found  in  the  Anglo-Latin  MSS.,  HarL  2270  and  5259. 
The  remaining  five  are  from  a  completely  different  and  abridged 
Latin  text  as  found  in  MS.  Harl.  219. 

The  third  MS.  employed  is  a  clumsy  quarto,  written  on  vellum 
and  paper  towards  the  close  of  the  15th  century,  and  consisting  of 
245  leaves.  It  is  preserved  in  the  University  Library,  Cambridge, 
where  its  shelf-mark  is  Kk.  1.  6.  Part  of  the  volume  is  written, 
and  the  whole  rubricated,  by  one  ^'  Kychard  Foxe,"  whose  name  is 
more  than  once  conspicuously  introduced.  The  former  part  is 
occupied  by  a  Commentary  on  the  Seven  Penitential  Psalms,  and 
Meditations  on  the  days  of  the  week,  which  are  only  worth  notice 
as  being  translated  from  the  French  by  Dame  Alyanore  Hulle,  an 
authoress  unknown  to  fame  and  to  Tanner.  Then  follow  some 
poems  of  Lydgate,  after  which,  on  leaf  216,  come  the  stories  from, 
the  Gesta^  in  number  32  (although  erroneously  numbered  in  a  late 
hand  34).^  The  Moralities  are  uniformly  omitted,  and  all  the  stories 
occur,  but  in  a  different  order,  in  MS.  Addit.  9066,  with  which 
version  they  closely  agree,  though  they  are  somewhat  abbreviated. 
The  text  is  often  negligently  written,  as  indeed  is  the  case  in  the 
two  other  MSS.,  and  it  requires  the  aid  of  the  Anglo-Latin  original 
to  render  many  passages  intelligible.  For  the  purpose  of  comparison 
and  convenience,  when  the  same  story  is  in  both  MSS.,  the  text  of 
MS.  Addit.  9066  is  printed  under  the  corresponding  stories  in  MS. 
HarL  7333,  while  the  various  readings  of  the  Cambridge  MS.,  which, 
has  been  carefully  collated  with  the  former,  are  shown  in  the  foot- 

'  The  Bev.  J.  J.  Conybeare,  the  former  possefisor  of  this  MS.,  has  added 
at  the  end  a  summary  of  the  classes  into  which  the  stories  may  be  divided, 
but  he  was  in  error  in  assigning  no  leas  than  85  to  the  VUaa  Patrum,  whereas 
not  more  than  three  come  from  that  source,  and  these  through  the  medium  of 
other  writers. 

'  The  colophon  on  leaf  242  bk.  is— ''Here  endith  a  Fewe  of  the  Tales 
of  Qestut  RomonortMH ; "  and  then  immediately  follows  a  short  poem  with 
the  title — "How  Seynt  Gregory  saued  his  moderes  soule  by  his  prayer.** 
(See  note  to  Tale  Ixvii  of  the  Addit.  MS.,  p.  384.) 
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notes.  Similarly,  when  the  story  appears  only  in  MS.  Addit.  9066 
and  the  Camhridge  MS.,  the  text  of  the  latter  has  been  printed  in 
fiill  under  the  former. 

We  now  come  to  the  English  editions  of  the  Gesta,  In  St 
John's  CoU^;e,  Cambridge,  ia  preserved  an  unique  copy  of  an  edition 
by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  of  an  English  translation,  containing  43 
stories.  "The  rarity  and  value  of  this  volume,"  says  Sir  F.  Madden, 
"  may  he  estimated  when  it  is  recollected  that  though  twice  mentioned 
by  Warton,  and  after  him  by  Dr  Farmer  in  his  note  on  Shakspere's 
Merchant  of  Venice,  yet  it  escaped  the  diligent  researches  of  Herbert, 
Douce,  and  Dibdin ;  and  the  second  of  these  writers  was  induced 
even  to  doubt  its  existence !  But  in  1820  this  doubt  must  have 
been  dispelled,  for  at  that  time  appeared  a  full  description  of  the 
long-<x)nc(Baled  work  in  the  Retrospective  Beview,  vol.  ii.  p.  327,  and 
was  thence  transferred  to  the  pages  of  Hartshome's  Book  Barities  of 
Cambridge^  p.  398,  8vo,  1829.^  The  copy  is  quite  perfect,  but  has 
been  cruelly  '  cropt,'  and  is  printed  in  the  usual  black-letter  type  of 
"Wynkyn  de  Worde,  interspersed  with  a  few  wood-cuts.  The  title 
appears  on  a  riband  at  the  head  of  the  page — 

(Seets  l^xnnanjomm 

beneath  which  is  a  wood-cut  of  an  emperor,  with  crown  and  sceptre, 
sitting  on  his  throne;  and  on  the  reverse  a  device  of  the  same 
emperor  with  a  youth  kneeling  to  him,  behind  whom  stands  a 
female  apparently  in  the  act  of  introducing  him ;  two  guards  are 
seen  in  the  background.  The  same  devices  occur  again  in  various 
parts  of  the   'boke,'  accompanied   with  others,  alluding  to  and 

'  In  addition  to  what  may  bo  read  in  the  above  works,  the  following  par- 
facnlan  of  this  curious  tract  may  be  acceptable.  It  is  bound  up  with  two 
others,  the  first  of  which  has  lost  its  title-page,  but  is  otherwise  complete,  and 
is  itself  a  great  curiosity,  being  an  unique  copy  of  Tfie  holte  called  the 
Informacyon  far  Fylgrymet  vnto  tlie  holy  lander  printed  by  Wynkyn  de 
Worde,  26  July,  1624.  The  second  tract  is  William  Thomas's  Higtorie  of 
Italie,  printed  by  Berthelet  in  1549.  The  volume  formerly  belonged  to 
Thomas  Baker,  the  soeivs  tfjeetus  of  St  John's,  who  gave  it  to  the  College, 
and  the  present  press-mark  is  Gg.  6.  38.  The  following  MS.  note  occurs  at 
the  end  of  the  first  tract — **  I,  Myles  Blomefylde,  of  Burye  Saynct  Edmunde 
in  Snifolke^  was  borne  y*  yeare  followyng  after  y*  pryntyng  of  this  boke  (that 
is  to  saye)  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lorde,  1625,  the  6  day  of  Apryll  betwene 
10  &  11,  in  y*  nyght,  nyghest  zi,  my  fathers  name  lohn,  and  my  mothers 
name  Anue.'' 
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illustrating  some  of  the  Oeata,  The  Cksta  occupies  82  leaves,  includ* 
ing  the  title-page^  printed  in  a  close  and  beautiful  black-letter  type, 
with  32  lines  to  the  page,  and  the  signatures  run  &om  A  to  M  in- 
clusive, in  eights  and  fours  alternately,  with  N  6,  0  4 ;  and  on  the 
reverse  of  0  4  is  the  colophon : 

If  Thus  endeth  the  boke  of  Gresta  Eomanorum.  Empryted  at 
London  in  ilete  Strete.     By  me  Wynkyn  de  Worde. 

There  are  43  stories,  each  with  its  MoraUsation,  but  they  have 

neither  numbers  nor  rubrics." 

The  volume  is  undated,  but  in  all  probability  it  was  printed 
about  1510 — 1515,  and  must  from  every  point  of  view  be  regarded 
as  a  great  curiosity.  As  to  the  authorship  of  this  translation  a  few 
words  only  will  be  requisite.  "It  is  very  evident,"  says  Sir  F, 
Madden,^  ^'  on  a  comparison  of  the  MS.  English  versions  with  that 
printed  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  that  the  latter  was  founded  on  the 
former,  but  with  material  alterations,  and  the  language  considerably 
modernised.  In  general,  the  edition  agrees  best  with  MS*  Addit 
9066,  but  in  some  few  instances  with  MS.  HarL  7333.  The  whole 
of  the  43  stories  printed  are  to  be  found  in  one  or  other  of  these 
MSS.  except  eighty  which  are  therefore  added  at  the  end  of  the 
present  volume,  where  they  find  an  appropriate  place.  It  would 
result,  however,  from  this  fact  that  the  reviser  of  the  printed 
translation,  whoever  he  was,^  had  made  use  of  a  more  complete  MS. 
copy  than  any  we  now  possess."  Another  fact  connected  with  this 
edition  is  worthy  of  notice.  It  is  the  only  instance  we  have  of  a 
printed  copy  exactly  corresponding  with  a  MS.  of  the  Oeda.  The 
43  stories  in  Wynkyn  de  Worde  were  not  selected  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  translator  from  the  Anglo-Latin  MSS.,  but  are  taken  directly 
from  some  MS.  similar  to  MS.  Harl.  5369,  written  on  vellum  early 
in  the  15th  century,  in  which  the  same  stories  are  found  in  exactly 
the  same  order,  and  with  the  same  peculiarities  of  text. 

In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  this  translation  was  brought 
more  immediately  into  public  notice  by  one  Kichard  Robinson,  a 
man  of  considerable  attainments,  who  lived  by  his  pen,  and  was 

'  Oetta  Romanorum^  Introdaction,  p.  xvii. 

*  Aa  will  be  seen  below,  Robinson  supposed  him  to  have  been  no  less  a 
person  than  John  Leland,  but  he  gives  uo  authority  for  the  statement. 
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author  of  many  tranalationd  in  prose  and  verse,  few  of  which  now 
snryiye.^  A  very  cnrions  aooonnt  of  his  works,  drawn  up  hy  his 
own.  hand  at  diJSerent  times  between  1599  and  1603,  is  in  the  Koyal 
MS.  18  A  Ixvi,  £rom  which  it  appears  that  in  1577  he  published  in 
dnodecimo  *'  a  record  of  Ancyent  Historyes^  intituled  in  Latin  Oesta 
Bomanorumy  translated  (auctore,  ut  supponitur,  lohane  Leylando, 
antiquario) ;  by  mee  perused,  corrected,  and  bettered."  He  proceeds 
to  inform  us  that  six  editions  of  the  work  were  printed  between 
1577  and  1601  by  Tho.  Easte,  in  Aldersgate  Street,  of  which  the 
first  five  impressions  were  dedicated  to  the  Lady  Margaret,  Countess 
of  **  Lyneuz"  (Lennox),  and  the  last  [in  1600]  to  the  Warden  of  the 
Company  of  Leathersellers.  He  adds  in  a  note  written  subsequently 
that  another  edition  (making  the  seyenth)  was  published  in  1602, 
and  dedicated  to  Dr  Watson,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  who  only  gave 
the  writer  two  shillings  for  his  labour  1^  Of  these  seven  editions,  so 
8cait»  are  they  become,  Mr  Douce  never  beheld  but  one,  namely 
that  of  1595,  a  copy  of  which  he  himself  possessed ;  and  Sir  F. 
Madden  states  that  he  had  seen  a  copy  of  the  sixth.  It  la  certain, 
from  the  statement  made  in  the  preface  to  both  these  impressions, 
that  Itobinson  made  use  of  a  copy  of  Wynkyn  de  Worde's  old 
edition,  which  finding,  as  he  states,  '*  both  of  imperfect  phrase  in 
the  historie,  and  of  indecent  application  in  the  moralitie,"  he  ''  re- 
formed and  repolished,"  that  is  to  say,  he  altered  and  modernised 
the  language^  corrected  the  application,  and  added  an  argument  to 

*  See  the  Brit,  Biblidfgr,,  vol.  i.  p.  109,  and  Donee,  lUuttratiam^  &o., 
voL  it  p.  424. 

I  may  here  oorreot  a  mistake  into  whioh  Douoe  has  fallen.  He  states, 
p.  425,  tlmt  in  1576  licence  was  granted  to  B.  Robinson  to  print  "  Christmas 
recreacions  of  histories  and  moralizacions  aplied  for  our  solace  and  oonsola- 
cion,**  and  suggests  that  "probably  this  was  the  intended  title  for  his  edition 
of  the  Gegta,^  I  have  been  nnable  to  find  any  mention  of  this  licence  in  Mr 
Arber*s  7}rtmicript»  of  the  Stationers  Begigtert^  but  a  copy  of  the  book  itself 
is  in  the  Grenville  Library  of  the  British  Museum  (Press  Mark,  11177).  The 
full  title  of  the  book  is  as  follows : — 

**  Certain  selected  Histories  for  Christian  Recreations  with  their  severall 
Koraliaations.  Brought  into  Englishe  verse,  and  are  to  be  song  with  seuerall 
notes:  Composed  by  Richard  Robinson  Citizen  of  London.  Imprinted  at 
London  for  Henry  Kirkham,  and  are  to  be  solde  at  the  little  North  dore  of 
8.  Paules^  at  the  signe  of  the  black  boye.**  16mo.  (The  Dedication  is  dated 
1576.) 

*  Not  fmi  shillings  as  incorrectly  stated  hi  Haslitt's  Handbook  to  Early 
Xngluh  Ut&ratwre,  p.  227. 
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each  stoiy,  the  nnmher  and  order  of  which  he  has  retained.  Tho 
popularity,  or,  as  Warton  phrases  it,^  the  ''  familiarity ''  of  Bobinson's 
book  at  this  period  is  evident  not  only  from  the  number  of  editions, 
but  &om  the  frequent  allusions  to  it  in  the  writers  of  the  time,  and 
to  the  very  fact  of  its  popularity  we  may  probably  attribute  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  copies  and  its  consequent  rareness. 

Of  the  subsequent  editions  of  the  Gesta  it  is  unnecessary  to  say 
much.  Hazlitt,  in  his  Handbook  to  Early  English  LUeraiurey 
mentions  no  less  than  16  issued  between  1600  and  1703,  and  there 
were  doubtless  others.  In  1703  appeared  ''  Gesta  Bomanorum,  or 
forty-five  Histories,  originally  (as  'tis  said)  collected  from  the  Boman 
Eecords,  with  Applications  or  MoraU,  <&c.,  voL  i.  Translated  from  the 
Latin  edition,  printed  a.d.  1614."  12o,  22.  laneway^  for  /.  Davis,  p.  187. 
The  translator  signs  himself  ''  presbyter  of  the  Church  of  England  " 
in  his  Four  Short  Discourses,  &c,  sold  by  the  same  publisher. 
This  work  was  never  continued.  All  the  stories  are  from  the  Latin, 
printed  text,  with  the  exception  of  the  eleventh  (that  of  Atalanta), 
which  must  have  been  bon'owed  from  one  of  the  editions  of 
Eobinson's  book.  About  1720  another  impression  of  this,  with 
additions,  in  the  shape  of  a  chap-book,  came  out,  entitled,  "Gesia 
Bomanorum,  or  fifty-eight  Histories,  &c.  By  B.  P."  12o,  G, 
Conyers,  p.  131.  The  additional  stories  are  copied  from  a  late  im- 
pression of  the  previous  English  work,  and  are  intermixed  with  the 
others.  A  somewhat  superior  reprint  of  the  last,  with  wood-cuts, 
appeared  not  long  afterwards,  12o,  P.  Norris,  and  A.  Bettesworth^ 
1722,  p.  176,  with  the  same  title,  except  that  the  initials  B.  P.  were 
changed  to  A.  B.,  probably  meaning  one  of  the  publishers.  Sir  F. 
Madden  also  mentions  a  reprint  of  Eobinson's  book,  executed  at 
Aberdeen,  12o,  James  Nicol,  1715;  and  another,  12o,  Glasgow, 
1753.  Swan's  translation  of  the  printed  Latin  text  appeared  in 
1824,  and  has  lately  been  reprinted  in  Bohn's  Antiquarian  Library, 

Many  of  the  stories  in  the  present  volume  bear  plain  proofs  of 
their  Oriental  origin.  Thus,  for  example,  Nos.  IIL  and  XLVL  read 
like  chapters  from  the  Arabian  Nights;  in  fact,  the  incident  of  the 
magic  cloth  does  occur  in  '*  The  Story  of  Prince  Ahmed "  and  the 

*  BTuit.  Eng,  Poetry,  I.  239. 
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^Faiiy  Pari  Banou."  The  absolute  power,  too,  exercised  by  the 
emperors  over  the  knights,  by  the  knights  over  their  squires,  and  by 
heads  of  families  over  their  wives  and  servants  confirms  this  view^ 
which  will  be  found  fully  discussed  in  the  Notes. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  valuable  features  in  the  stories 
is  the  picture  which  they  open  to  us  of  life  and  maimers  at  the  time 
of  their  compilation.  Apart  from  the  low  moral  state  of  society  as 
shown  by  the  introduction  into  almost  every  tale  of  adultery,  we  find 
constant  evidences  of  a  chivalrous  and  hospitable  disposition,  while 
the  love  of  tournaments  appears  to  have  pervaded  aU  classes,^  and  in 
some  cases  to  have  been  carried  even  to  excess.'  In  chapter  155  of 
the  printed  Latin  editions  an  interesting  picture  of  domestic  life  is 
presented  to  us.  There  we  find  the  whole  family  gathering  round 
the  fire  in  the  winter  evenings,  and  beguiling  the  time  by  telling 
stories.  Such,  we  are  told,  was  the  custom  amongst  the  higher 
classes." 

Other  glimpses  of  social  life  also  incidentally  appear:  as,  for 
instance,  in  the  MordlUe  to  Tale  Ixviii,  p.  310,  where  the  writer 
complains  of  ''lusticis,  sherrevis,  and  bailifs.  And  such  as  takith 
away  fto  poors  men  &  sympill  a  ryng,  bcU,  hire  godis :  And  the! 
seiyth,  'may  we  not  take  hem,  when  thei  give  vs  hem.'  For  if 
a  poor  man  haue  ojt  to  do  among  hem,  if  ^at  he  wolde  be  spedde, 
anoon  he  puttith  forth  his  hond  to  jive  henu"  And  again,  p.  386, 
the  complaints  of  the  manner  in  which  the  rich  lurroura  oppressed 
their  poor  neighbours,  and,  p.  416,  of  the  pride  of  ''bayles  and 
auditores." 

Of  the  value  of  the  work  before  us  in  illustrating  the  incorpora* 
tion  of  Eastern  fable  and  classical  stories  with  the  feudal  institutions 
of  Europe  no  one  can  doubt  who  has  studied  its  pages,  and  it  is 
entitled  to  more  than  a  usual  share  of  consideration  as  the  only 
instance  of  a  compilation  formed  in  the  retirement  of  a  cloister, 
which  has  had  so  important  an  influence  on  the  literature  of  our 

'  See  for  inatance  No.  zzvi.,  where  we  find  even  the  nurse  leaving  the 
rn&nt  alone  in  its  cradle  while  she  runs  out  to  see  the  sport. 

'  See  No.  lis.,  p.  242  of  this  volume. 

*  1%  hyemii  intemperie  pott  eenam  noetu  familia  divUU  ad  focum,  ut 
potentibui  morig  est,  recemendU  antiquU  gegtit  aperam  daret. 
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ootintiyi  for  besides  slmost  inntinieeable  minor  poems,  which  will  be 
found  pointed  oat  in  the  llotes^  this  work  has  either  directly  or 
indiieotlj  foniished  to  Boccaccio  the  ground-work  of  his  tale  of  the 
Two  Friendt;  to  Lydgate  of  his  TcUe  of  Two  Merchants;  to  Grower 
mod  Chaucer  of  their  History  of  Constance;  to  8hakspere  of  his 
Merchant  of  Venter,  Lear,  and  Pericles  (f )  /  to  Pamell  of  his  Hermit ; 
to  Walpole  of  his  Mysterious  Mother  ;  and  to  Schiller  of  his  tale  of 
Fridolin, 

With  regard  to  the  present  edition,  a  few  remarks  will  suffice. 
It  is  fur  from  being  simply  a  reprint  of  that  of  Sir  Frederic  Madden. 
That  edition,  although  ahnost  perfect  in  the  correctness  of  its  text, 
was  not  earned  out  according  to  the  principles  on  which  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Early  Engliflh  Text  Society  are  based.  The  expansions 
of  the  contractions  in  the  MSS.  were  not  distingmshed,  nor  were  the 
scribes  strictly  followed  in  their  use  of  the  letter  ^  and  of  capitals.  For 
the  present  edition,  therefore,  the  text  has  been  collated  with  the  MSS. 
at  least  twice,  and  ereiy  possible  care  has  been  taken  to  ensure  its 
correctness.  The  tales,  as  already  explained,  haye  been  re-arranged, 
so  as  in  every  case  where  it  has  been  possible  to  do  so  to  show  two 
different  versions  on  the  same  page.  The  Glossary,  Index,  and  short 
sketches  of  those  stories  which  are  found  in  the  printed  Latin 
editions  and  elsewhere,  but  which  do  not  occur  in  the  English  MSS., 
are  also  new  features.  Sir  F.  Madden's  notes  are  mainly  retained 
intact,  but  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  publication 
of  his  edition  [1838]  has  necessitated  in  many  instances  considerable 
alterations  and  additions  consequent  on  the  light  thrown  on  various 
obscure  points  by  the  results  of  Herr  Oesterley's  investigations,  as 
well  as  by  the  numerous  publications  of  the  Early  English  and  other 
Societies.^ 

The  table  which  foUows  this  Introduction  will  be  found  of 
service  as  exhibiting  at  one  view  where  the  stories  of  the  Anglo- 
Latin  Chsta  are  to  be  found,  and  in  what  order  they  occur,  whether 

*  The  altemtioxis  sod  additions  are  distingaiBbed  by  being  enclosed  in 
square  brackets,  except  in  the  case  of  the  first  sheet,  which,  by  an  nnlucky 
misohanoe,  was  printed  off  before  the  brackets  were  inserted.  It  will  not^ 
bowever,  be  difficult  for  any  reader  to  distinguish  between  the  original  and  the 
added  notes  in  that  short  portion. 
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in  the  old  English  versions,  the  printed  Latin  editions,  or  the  edition 
of  W.  de  Worde  and  his  saccessors. 

Herr  Oesterley  in  his  edition,  pp.  5 — 8,  enmnerates  188  MSS.  of 
the  GesiOf  and  at  pp.  750-1,  27  more.  To  these  must  be  added  the 
MS.  in  the  Grenville  Library,  the  existence  of  which  was  unknown 
to  him,  raising  the  total  to  166,  of  which  132  are  in  Continental 
libiaiies. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  aJ  the  MSS.  at  present  known 
to  be  prseerved  in  English  Hbrariee  :^- 

LATIN  IIBS. 
1.  British  Mnseom,  MS.  Harl.     206,  15th  cent.  26  cap. 


2. 

n 

>9 

99 

99 

219, 

99 

99 

15 

99 

3. 

99 

99 

99 

99 

406, 

99 

99 

37 

99 

4. 

99 

99 

99 

99 

2270, 

99 

99 

102 

99 

5. 

99 

99 

99 

99 

3132, 

99 

99 

81 

99 

6. 

t» 

99 

99 

99 

5259, 

99 

99 

101 

99 

7. 

9» 

99 

99 

99 

5369, 

14th 

99 

43 

99 

8. 

>9 

9f 

99 

Sloane  4029, 

99 

99 

95 

19 

9. 

99 

99 

„Eoyal8FVL 

15th 

99 

27 

99 

10. 

» 

„  Grenville  Libr. 

.,  N^  xxn. 

14th  cent 

IL 

Oxford,  Bodleian  MS.  Douce    101, 

15th  cent.  50 

ca] 

12. 

>i 

99 

99 

142, 

99 

99 

101 

99 

13. 

w 

99 

99 

310, 

99 

99 

34 

99 

14. 

»9 

99 

123, 

99 

99 

39 

99 

15. 

>9 

99 

867, 

99 

99 

41 

99 

16. 

99 

99 

Graves    54. 

17. 

9f 

Balliol 

Coll.  MS. 

370, 

99 

99 

18. 

l» 

Magdalen   „ 

99 

13, 

99 

99 

19. 

>l 

99 

99 

99 

60, 

99 

99 

20. 

»> 

John's 

99 

99 

78, 

99 

99 

2L 

99 

99 

99 

99 

93, 

99 

99 

22. 

»» 

liincoln 

99 

99 

12, 

14th 

99 

23. 

99 

Trinity 

99 

99 

71, 

15th 

99 

24. 

99 

University  „ 

99 

97, 

99 

99 

25.  Cambridge  XTniveTs.  Libraiy,  Gg.  VI.  26, 15th  cent. 

26.  „  „  „        li  VI.  1, 1449. 
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27.  Cambridge  Univers.  Library,  Mm  VI.  21,  15tli  cent 

28.  Woicester  Cathedral  Library,  MS.  80. 

29.  Hereford  „  „  „    74. 

30.  Dublin,  Trinity  College  Library,  G.  326. 

ENGLISH  MSS. 

31.  British  Museum,  MS.  HarL  7333,  15th  cent.,  70  chapt. 

32.  „  „  „  Addit.  9066,     „       „      96     „ 

33.  Cambr.  Univ.  labr.,  MS.  Kk.  1.  6    „       „      32     „ 

GEEMAN  MS. 

34.  British  Museum,  MS.  Addit.  10291,  1420,  124      „ 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  acknowledge  the  sources  from 
which  I  have  derived  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  edition. 

Of  Sir  F.  Madden's  edition  in  1838  I  need  not  speak  further. 
It  will  be  sufficiently  plain  from  what  I  have  already  said  how 
greatly  I  have  throughout  the  volume  been  indebted  to  him. 

For  the  Printed  Latin  text  I  have  depended  on  Herr  Oesterley's 
edition — an  edition  so  complete  as  to  leave  nothing  to  be  desired, — 
while  from  his  introduction  and  analysis  of  the  MSS.  of  the  Gesta  I 
have  extracted  the  material  for  a  great  part  of  this  Introduction. 

Finally,  I  am  indebted  to  Miss  Toulmin-Smith  for  the  collation 

of  the  greater  portion  of  the  proofs  with  the  Harl.  and  Addit.  MSS.  ; 

to  the  authorities  of  St  John's  Coll.  Cambridge  for  their  permission 

to  compare  Sir  F.  Madden's  printed  text  with  the  unique  W.  de  Worde 

volume  in  their  library,  and  to  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Esq.,  for  information 

as  to  tales  founded  on,  or  in  imitation  of,  stories  in  the  Cfesta  which 

have  been  printed  by  the  various  Societies  since  the  date  of  Sir  F. 

Madden's  edition. 

S.  J.  HERRTAGE. 
Fehruary^  1879. 


INDEX  AND  COMPARATIVE  TABLE       ' 

SHOWING  WHERE  THE   STOBIES  OF  THE  ANGLO-LATIN  QESTA 

OCCUR. 


PMAofthla 
Sdllioo. 

▲nglo-LaUB 
T«it»llS. 
Harl.S270. 

BDgUsh 

yenion,H8. 

Hart.  7S». 

EngUih 
y«niou,]l8. 
▲ddit.  9066. 

BngllBh 

Yenion, 

MS.  Camb. 

KkL6. 

W.dft 
Wordft's 
Edition. 

Latin  printed 
Xditfona.* 

429 

lAt 

•  •  • 

1 

•  ■  • 

431 

435 
436 

1 

2 
3 

•  •  • 

■  •  • 

•  •  # 

2 
3 

4 

(196) 

(266) 

.61 

365 

4J 

46 

•  •  • 

101 

438 

5 

•  •  • 

5 

74 

— 

6 

•  ft  ft 

•  •  • 

151 

1 

7 

1 

ft  ft  • 

•  •  • 

102 

5 

8 

2 

-•  ft  ■ 

•  •  • 

99 

7 

9 

3 

•  ft  ft 

6 

107 

9 

10 

4 

■•  ft  • 

7 

134 

12 

11 

5 

2 

5 

8 

86 

15 

12 

6 

40 

9 

71 

17 

13 

7 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

106 

19 

14 

8 

•  •  • 

10 

67 

23 

15 

9 

41 

11 

66&25 

27 

16 

10 

3 

6 

12 

67 

34 

17 

11 

4 

13 

73 

37 
42 

18 
19 

12 
13 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

14 
16 

87 

45 

20 

14 

•  *  • 

«  •  • 

124 

48 

21 

15 

79 

i 

(273) 

53 

22 

16 

6 

31 

4 

130 

60 

23 

17 

7 

14 

« 

121 

63 
65 

24 
25 

18 
19 

■  •  • 
•  •  • 

• 
• 

•  • 

•  • 

i 
i 

(274) 

•  •  • 

«  Nuinben  in  this  oolnmn  in  parenthesis  refer  to  the  Appendix  of 
Oesterley's  edition.  The  MSa  in  which  those  tales  of  the  Addit.  MS.  9066 
which  are  not  fonnd  in  the  A-Lat  MSS.  oocnr  are  pointed  out  in  the  Notes. 

t  This  Btoiy  does  not  occur  in  MSa  HarL  2270,  5259,  but  is  hi  MS.  HarL 
5369  and  several  other  MSS. 

$  See  also  No.  72. 
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PaMofthb 
MItlon. 

Anglo^TiAtin 
Text,  MS. 
HarLttTO. 

KnglUh         Sng 

Vanlon.XS.  Ttnio 

H*il.;tM.    AdtUt 

'llah 
•  widd. 

EngUdi 

y«ntoii, 

118.  OHnb. 

Kkl.8.. 

W.de 
Wordtf's 
Xdiaoa. 

Latiii  printed 
MltlaiM. 

67 

26 

20 

•  • 

•  ■  • 

132 

70 

27 

21 

•  • 

•  •• 

(275) 

72 

28 

22 

•  ■ 

•  •  • 

128 

76 

29 

23 

1 

4 

•  •« 

59 

87 

30 

24 

•  • 

•  •  • 

110 

93 

31 

25 

■  • 

*  •  • 

(195) 

98 

32 

26 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

101 

33 

27           1 

)8 

•  •  • 

58 

104 

34 

28 

•  • 

•  •  • 

17 

361 

35 

1 
•  ••                       i 

)9 

•  •  • 

62 

108 

36 

29 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

(243) 

— 

37 

•  •  •                                a 

t  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

164 

109 

38 

30           { 

55 

•  •  • 

168 

111 

39 

31            1 

J7 

3 

•  •  • 

63 

121 

40 

32 

6 

7 

16 

60 

127 

41 

33 

(2 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

129 

132 

42 

34 

>  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

65 

136 

43 

35 

8 

32 

17 

85 

139 

44 

36 

9 

15 

18 

27 

148 

45 

37            ] 

LO 

8 

•  •  • 

83 

153 

46 

38            ] 

LI 

35 

a94^ 
(189) 

156 

47 

39 

•  • 

158 

48 

40 

1  •  • 

196) 

165 

49 

41 

>  •  • 

50 

167 

50 

42            ] 

12 

45 

170 

51 

43 

1  •  • 

64 

172 

52 

44 

1  •  • 

75&78 

174 

53 

45            ] 

L3 

16 

30&68 

180 

54 

46            ] 

L4 

30 

120 

196 

55 

47           1 

28 

11 

171 

206 

56 

48           ! 

29 

2 

42 

20 

219 

57 

*     49 

1  •  • 

•  •  • 

43 

117 

223 

58 

50          : 

)0 

12 

•  •  • 

9 

227 

59 

51          ; 

n 

13 

•  •  • 

10 

230 

60 

52 

» « • 

•  •  • 

14 

233 

61 

53 

»« • 

24 

112 

235 

62 

54 

1  •  m 

•  •• 

113 

237 

63 

55 

»  •  • 

20 

116 

238 

64 

56 

1  •  » 

21 

91 

240 

65 

57 

1  •  • 

22 

139 

241 

66 

58 

»  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

140 

242 

67 

59 

1  •  • 

••  • 

141 

245 

68 

60 

1  •  • 

23 

(216) 
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PM«orthia 
KdttloD. 

Angla-IiattB 
Tut,  MS. 
BMiLtm. 

VngUah 

VenlomMS. 

HarUTSU. 

Kngllftb 
Ytnlon.MS. 
Addit.  9066. 

English 

Veraion, 

MS.  Cunb. 

Kk  I.  6. 

W.dt 
Wordt'8 
Edition. 

Latin  printtd 
SdlUoM. 

250 

69 

61 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

81 

— 

70 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

172 

263 

71 

62 

32 

25 

25 

(189) 

365 

72t 

•  •  • 

46 

•  •  • 

••• 

101 

— 

73 

•  •  • 

•  •  t 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

167 

349 

74 

•  •  • 

33 

26 

26 

131 

353 

75 

•  •  • 

34 

27 

27 

77 

356 

76 

•  •  • 

35 

28 

•  •  • 

70 

441 

77 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

• .  • 

28 

82  k  (276) 

268 

78 

63 

36 

29 

•  •  • 

(277) 
(278) 

79 

•  •  • 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

275 

80 

64 

16 

17 

•  •  • 

(279) 

332 

81 

•  •  • 

18 

19 

29 

(200) 

334 

82 

t  •  • 

19 

9 

30 

(250) 

336 

83 

«•• 

21 

10 

33 

.    72 

_ 

84 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

(270) 

306 

85 

67 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

34 

5 

86 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

3 

87 

•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

• « • 

2 

440 

88 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

19 

4 

—. 

89 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

— . 

90 

•  ■  • 

t  •  • 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

(280) 

340 

91 

•  •  • 

22 

20 

•  •  • 

11 

341 

92 

•  •  • 

23 

21 

•  •  • 

p 

343 

93 

•  •  • 

24 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

344 

94 

•  •  • 

25 

22 

36 

•  •  • 

443 

95 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

37 

7 

308 

96 

68 

26 

23 

38 

8 

345 

97 

•  •  • 

27 

24 

39 

(282) 
(283) 

322 

98 

70 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

41 

294 

99 

66 

15 

•  •  • 

32 

109 

327 

100 

•  ft  • 

17 

18 

•  ■  • 

104 

311 

101 

69 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

40 

(249) 

279 

102 

66 

20 

1 

31 

119 

360 

•  •  • 

••• 
t 

37* 
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ADDITIONAL  NOTES. 

Chap,  xxvi,  p.  98. 

An  interesting  essay  on  this  and  similar  tales  will  be  found  in 
"  Sketches  and  Studies,"  by  Eichard  J.  King,  1874,  pp.  93—146, 
under  the  title  ''The  Dogs  of  Folk-Lore."  See  also  Mr  Dasent's 
**  Norse  Popular  Tales,"  Introduction,  p.  xxx. 

Chap,  xxxvii*.,  p.  360. 

See  another  version  of  these  sayings  from  Addit.  MS.  8151,  leaf 
200,  back,  printed  in  Mr  Fumivall's  **  Booke  of  Precedence,  &c.,'' 
E.  E.  T.  S.,  1869,  p.  85. 

ERRATA 

Page  168,  L  13, /or  he  firste  read  the  firste. 
„     448,  L  25,  for  Matjner's  read  Matzner's. 
„     467, 1.  14, /or  nitravit  read  intravit. 
„     506,  L  6,  for  15,  x.  94,  read  B.  x.  94. 


By  an  inadvertence  I  omitted  in  the  Introduction  to  express  my 
obligations  to  Mr  W.  Hooper's  edition  (in  Bohn's  Antiquarian  Series) 
of  Swan's  translation  of  the  printed  Latin  Gegta,  which  is  a  vast 
improvement  on  the  original  edition,  and  &om  which  I  have  gained 
several  hints. 


HIC  INCIPIT  LIBER  JESTUS  ROMANORUM. 


EMPERATOE  FELICIANUS. 

(how   a  WIFB    EMPLOYED    A    KBOBOHANOSB    TO   CAUBB   tHB  DEATH  OF 
HBB  HI7SBAND,   AND  HOW  HE  WAS  SAVE0  BT  A  CLERK.) 

Iffarl  MS.  7388,  leaf  160,  eol.  2.] 

Felician  tegnyd  emperoxa  in  the  Cyte  of  Rome,  In  the  empeiie  of 
whom  ^  was  a  kny^t  pa,t  hadde  weddid  a  yong  dames^  to  wif. 
And  wtt7»inne  fewe  yerys  pia  woman  lovid  by  wey  of  synne  an  ofer 
knyjt)  yndir  hire  hnsbond,  and  fat  so  moch,  fat  she  ordeyned  for 
hire  hnsbonde  to  be  ded.  Happyng*  fat  ))is  kny^t  wold  goo  on 
pilgrimage  oner  ]>e  see ;  And  J^e^fore  he  seide  to  his  wif,  "Dame,  y 
wott  goo  on  pilgrimage,  ooar  peaee;  And  perfaie  gon^rne  the  wele 
the  while  til  I  come  home  ajen."  And  with  that  she  was  glad,  and 
seide,  "Stf,  wi^  pe  grace  of  (xod  aft  shaU:  be  wele  y-do."  And 
shortly  for  to  touche  pia  mater ;  he  tooke  his  leve,  and  jede  his  wey. 
Nowe  pia  false  quene,  his  wif*^  ordeyned  for  his  dethe  in  afi  f&t  she 
cowde,  and  spake  ^erfore  to  a  nigromauncer  in  pis  forme :  "  Myn 
hnsbond,"  quod  she,  "  is  bi^ende  ]ye  see ;  I  wott  wite,  if  pon  cowde 
helpe  yai  he  were  ded  by  ony  Craf te.  Aske  of  me  what  fau.  wolt, 
and  |>oa  shalt  have  hit."  Then  spake  he  to  hyre  ia3en,  and  saide, 
"  3i«f  forsoi^,  lady,  that  I  can.  That  knyjt  shali:  dye  by  my  crafte, 
yn  what  cuntre  of  the  wordle  so  euer  pat  he  be  ynne.  And  y  woH 
haue  no  thing  of  pe  for  my  trauayle  but  pe  love  of  thyne  hert." 
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And  she  it  grauntid  to  him.     So  pis  nigromancien  dyd  make  an 
ymage  of  erpe.  And  fastenyd  it  in  pe  widi  afore  him.    And  pe  "knj^t, 
fat  was  gon  on  pilgrimage,  walkyd  yn  the  same  day  in  the  stretys  of 
Eome.     So  fer  met  wip  him  a  clerke,  the  which  hielie  beheld  hiixu 
And  when  pe  kay^t  percey vid  it,  he  seide  to  him,  "  goode  Sir,  teH 
me  why  and  what  skile,  pat  povi  so  beholdest  me )  **    Thenne  seid 
the  clerke,  "  Forsoth,  Sir,  for  pj  deth ;  For  douteles  pon  shalt  yn 
p\a  same  day  be^  ded,  but  if*  pon  be  the  bett^  holpyn."    And  he 
told  pQ  kny3t  how  pat  his  wif  was  a  strompet,  and  which  purveitK 
in  Jat  day  that  hire  husbond  shuld  be  ded.     And  when  fe  knyjt 
horde  theise  wordes,  he  had  grete  m^nieile,  and  seide,  ''  A !  Sir,  I 
knowe  ^eH  pat  my  wif*  is  an  here,  and  long  tyme  ha])  y-be ;  But  pat 
she  eu6r  pursuyd  for  my  deth,  pat  is  ynknowe  to  me,  and  perioTQ  I 
pray  pe  teH  me  if  per  be  ony  remedye  ayenst  my  deth ;  and  if  pou 
mowe  save  my  lyf*,  sothly  oB.  my  goodys  shutt  be  at  pyne  owne 
"wiH."    "  Jys,"  quop  pe  clerk,  "  A  Eemedye  per  is.  Iff  pon  wolt  do  aftir 
my  conseil.*'     "  ^i»,  3is,''  seide  pe  kny3t,  ^'  I  am  redy  to  fulfifi  aH  in 
dede  pat  pou  wolt  sey  vnto  me."    Thenne  seide  pis  clerke,  **  Thy 
wif/'  he  seide,  ''  hath  this  day  spoken  with  a  man)  that  can  of  nig- 
romancye,  to  sle  the  by  his  craf  te  and  sotilte ;  and  so  the  nigroman- 
cien hath  y-made  an  yiliage,  and  sette  it  in  a  waH: ;  and  anoon  he 
woH  take  a  bowe  and  arowid,  and  shete  att  it.     And  if  he  wounde 
pis  ymage,  pyne  herte  shatt  brest,  where  so  euer  poM  be  in  pe  wordle. 
And  so  pou  sholdiste  dye ;  Neu^rtheles  do  aftir  my  Conseil,  and  sone 
I  shaii  save  pi  life.     Do  of  cdle  thy  clopis,  and  be  nakid,  and  go 
into  a  bap,  pat  I  shaH  makei  for  the."    And  pe  knyjt  dyd  rijt  as  he 
bad  him.     And  when  he  was  in  pe  bap,  pe  clerk  toke  him  a  myrour 
in  his  bond,  and  seide,  "  Kowe  pou  shalt  see  in  this  myrour  aH  that 
I  spake  of  to  pe."     And  thenne  seide  he,  ''ye,  sothly  I  see  aH 
opynly  in  myne  hous,  pat  pou  spakist  of  to  me.     And  now  pe 
myster-man  takith  his  bowe,  and  woH  schete  att  pe  ymage."    Thenne 
seide  the  clerk,  ''  Sir,  as  pou  lovist  pi  lif,  what  tyme  that  he  drawil^ 
his  bowe,  Bowe  thyne  heel  yndir  the  watir;  For  if  pou  do  not, 
certcnly  py  ymage  shaB.  be  smytene,  and  pou  both."     And  when 
pe  knyjt  sawe  him  begynne  forto  drawe  his  bowe,  he  dyd  as  pe 
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clerke  conseOid  him.  And  thenne  eeide  pe  clerk,  "  What  seist  po\i 
nowt"  "Forsoth,"  qnof  he,  '^now  hath  he  schote  an  arowe  at  the 
ymage ;  And  for  ^at  he  ^  failith  of  his  strook,  he  makith  moch  sorowe." 
Thenne  seide  pe  clerke,  "  ^e,  that  is  goode  tydyng  for  ^e ;  For  if  he 
had  smyten  )?e  ymage,  ]>oa  sholdist  have  I-be  ded.  But  loke  nowe 
on  the  myrour,  and  tett  me  what  })oa  seist"  ''  ^ow  he  takith  an 
oper  arowe,  and  woU  shete  i^en."  '*  Do  thenne,"  quo)?  the  Clerke, 
as  pou.  dyd  afore,  or  elhs  fan  shalt  be  ded."  And  perfoie  the  knyjt 
putte  ail:  his  hede  vndir  pe  water.  And  whenne  he  had  so  y-don^, 
he  raAaid  hit  vp  ajen.  And  seyde  to  fe  clerke,  ''  He  makith  sorowe 
nowe  more  J^an  ony  man  woH  trowe.  For  he  smot  not  pe  ymage ;  And 
he  Cryed  to  my  wif,  seiyng*,  ^at  if  I  fayle  the  third  tyme,  I  am  but 
ded  my  selfe,  And  pjne  husbond  shidl  lyve ;  And  my  wif  maki^ 
)»erfor  mo<^  lamentacion."  "  loke  i^en,"  seide  })e  clerke,  "  and  tett 
me  what  he  do)?."  "  Forso})e,"  seide  he,  '^  he  hath  bend  his  bowe, 
and  goith  ny  to  )?e  .ymage  for  to  shete ;  and  periot  I  drede  now 
gretly."  "  Do  perfoie"  seide  the  clerke,  ''  do  as  I  bade  doo  afore, 
and  dred  pe  no)?yng*."  So  fe  kny^t,  whenne  he  sawe  the  seheter 
drawe  his  bowe,  he  swapte  his  bed  vndir  pe  watir,  as  he  dyd  afore ; 
And  thenne  he  toke  it  vp  a^en,  And  lokid  yn  fe  myrour,  and  he  I0W3 
iriih  a  gret  myrth.  "I  sey,"  quod  the  clerke,  "  whi  law^ist  fon  sool" 
"For  the  archer  wold  have  y-schot  at  the  ymage.  And  he  hath 
y-schotte  him  selfe  in  ])e  lungen),  and  lyei£  ded ;  And  my  wif  makith 
sorowe  wit^  oute  ende.  And  woH  hyde  his  body  by  hire  beddys  syde." 
'*  3^  iSfV,"  quod  the  clerke,  "  now  fon  haste  pi  lif  savid,  do  3eld  to 
me  my  mede,  and  go ;  farwdi"  Thenne  the  kny3t  ^af  him  mede  as 
he  wott  aske.  And  ^  knyjt  went  hom,  and  fond  ^  body  vndir  the 
bedde  of  his  wif* ;  and  he  3ede  to  pe  Meyre  of  )?e  towne.  And  told 
him  howe  his  wife  hadde  don  in  his  absence.  Thenne  when  })e 
Meyre  and  ]>e  statys  sawe  piB  doyng,  pey  made  )?e  wif  to  be  slayne. 
And  hire  herte  to  be  departid  yn  to  pie  parteis,  in  tokne  and  em- 
sampiH  of  veniaunce.  And  the  goode  man)  toke  an  o^per  wif,  and 
faire  endid  his  Me. 
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MORAUTB. 


Seitb  nowe,  goode  men;  pis  emperour  I  CaH  owre  lord  ihega 
Criste ;  ^  empire  is  pia  wordle,  in  whicb  is  moc!l  adaerate ;  For  aH 
f&t  is  in  ])e  wordle  oper  it  is  f als  couetise  of  flesch,  or  fals  couetise  of 
yen,  or  prowde  of  lif.  The  wif  that  lovitb  not  hire  hu8bon<$  is  ])i 
flesch,  )?at  dispisith  idi  werkis  that  ]»e  spirite  lovit^  Kow  in  spek- 
ing*  gostely  of  pis  mater,  while  pat  a  man  goith  in  pilgrimage,  Serys, 
that  is  to  sey,  In  werke  of  ony  goode  dede  to  be  futt-fillecl,  Thenne 
the  flesh  spekith  w/tA  pe  nigromancier,  eeil.  pe  deviH ;  And  pat  he 
doth  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  grucchii^  i^enst  pe  spirit,  and  sesith  fro 
werkis  of  penaonce,  wherby  pe  spirit  may  be  slayn&  For  it  is  as  pe 
apostiH  seith,  Caro  concupiwit  aduersus  «77iritum,  ^et  spiritus  advenms 
camem,  This  is  to  vndirstonde,  The  flesch  desirith  thing  pat  is  ajenst 
pe  spirite.  And  pe  spirit  desirith  thing  i^enst  pe  flesch.  The  clerke 
pat  helpith  pe  knyjt  is  a  discrete  confessour  or  a  prechour,  Which 
techith  a  man  How  pat  he  shidl  defende  him  a3enst  pe  dartys  of  pe 
deviH.  This  nigromancer  [that]  is  pe  deviH,  biginnith  to  schete  an 
arowe  att  the  ymage, — what  is  pat  f  The  Beson)  wMin  a  mail.  But 
beware  pat  he  hit  not  him  vrith  his  arowe,  bcU,  Envy  or  auarice,  For 
if  he  do,  wttAoute  doute  he  shaH:  dye  in  euermore  lastyng*  deth.  And 
perfore  pou  most  putte  downe  pyn)  bed, — what  is  pat  1  Thyne  old  lif 
of  synne,  and  entre  yn  to  pe  bat^  of  confession).  And  pou.  most 
hold  in  thy  hoiid  a  myrour,  acil.  holy  doctrine,  pat  prelatis  and 
prestis  euery  day  shewith,  by  pe  which  pou  shalt  6ed  att  perilis  J»t 
perteynith  to  pi  sonle.  And  also  holdyng  doMme  of  pe  bed  in  pe 
bath,  is  to  be  redy  to  goo  yndir  pe  joke  of  penance,  and  submitte  pe 
to  it  that  shafi  be  enioyned  to  pe ;  and  pat  is  not  hard,  witnessing 
pe  sauiour  him  selfe,  wher  he  seith,  Juguni  m6uni  auaue,  et  onus 
meum  leue,  Lo  I  my  joke,  he  seith,  is  swete,  and  my  charge  is  light*. 
And  if  pou  do  pus,  no  doute  of  pou  shalt  stonde  ajenst  att  the  shotis 
pat  pe  devitt  can  shete  to  pe;  And  his  shotis  shfdl  tume  to  his 
owne  sorowe,  and  encresing  of  his  peyne  in  pe  bed  of  hett,  wher  he 
shatt  be  buryed.  Now  pan  most  a  prelate  honge  the  wit — what 
bymenyth  that  9    Forsoth  pat  consciens  and  discrecioh)  late  pe  flesh 
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be  liongyd  on  pe  ieLet  of  penaunce,  Of  ^  whicb  maner  of  living  fe 
ApostiH  spekitH  pis,  Suspendium  elegit  anima  mea,  This  is  to  sey,  my 
Boule  hatH  chosen  ^e  iebet,  6^27.  do3rng  of  penaunce.  And  after  ]»e 
herte  is  departid  ynto  thre  pa9*teys,  that  is,  the  flesh  is  devidid  ynto 
^re,  Bcil,  praying*,  Ahnysdede,  and  fastyng.  And  thenne  })oa  shalt 
take  a  new  wifi,  sciL  a  spirit^'  obediente  to  a  new  gou^mannce ;  And 
thenne  per  consequens  fou  shalt  have  euermore  lastyng  lif ,  Ad  quam 
nas  et  vos  perdueat,  &c. 

[11.  ] 
EMPERATOE  LUCIIJS. 

(of  a  KNIOHT  who  assisted   a  serpent   AO^jT^S^   A  TOAD,    AND  WAS 

IN  TURN  SAVED  BY  IT.   J^^ii^.  MS.   7333.) 

Lucius  was  a  wise  Emp^rour  regnyd  in  fe  Cite  of  Home,  yn  pe 
hous  of  whom  fer  was  a  nobiH  knyghf ,  fe  which  knyjt  as  he  rode 
or  jede  in  A  Certeyne  day  in  emndis  of  ^e  emperoui',  he  sawe  afer  a 
serpent  and  a  toode  fijte  to-geder ;  But  fe  tode  hadde  ny  pe  Victoria, 
and  ny  ouercome  })e  serpent.  And  ^whenne  the  knyth  sawe  pis 
bataiH,  he  com  to,  An  smot  the  toode,  and  deliuered  pe  serpent  fro 
de&  So  afbirwan)  whenne  the  kny^t  was  on  his  bed,  and  grete 
lobour  p&t  he  hadde  on  the  day  Afore  made  him  to  slepe  hard ;  And 
alle  ye  tyme  fe  toode  had  folowid  him  afer.  And  whenne  the 
knyjt  was  a-slepe,  fe  toode  enteryd  in  to  his  bed.  And  jede  vp  on  ])e 
brest  of  pe  kny3t,  afore  }e  herte,  And  ther  he  fastenyd  his  iig  feete. 
And  when  pe  kny^t  was  wakid  of  his  slepe,  he  perceyvid  pe  toode, 
and  w»t7i  a  ferdnesse  clepyd  his  Chambirlayne,  and  bad  him  to  geete 
a  li3t.  And  whenne  the  candeli:  was  lijt,  pey  sawe  fully  the  toode 
sitting  on  his  brest ;  And  none  of  hem  might  pluk  it  awey  wtt^  no 
crafte.  And  )»enne  seide  pQ  knyjt,  "  Alias  I  ]»i9  is  ]7e  toode  pat  I 
smot  for  pe  serpent ;  Alias !  now  it  woli:  sle  me."  And  so  sat  pe 
toode  alle  pat  ^ere,  and  secke  his  blod,  in  maner  of  a  childe  att  pe 
pappiB  of  his  modir,  So  that  the  kny^t  was  ny  distroyd  and  lost, 
Nethir  per  was  no  leche  that  my3t  helpe  him.  Tho  pis  knyjt  made 
his  testament,  and  made  him  redy  *to  his  deth ;  And  ofbe  tyme  he 
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vsid  to  ligge  ny  fe  fire,  for  to  haue  comfort  and  lecreacioD)  of  ]ye  fire. 
And  as  he  lay  in  a  certeyne  tyme  by  the  fire,  in  si^yngis  and  grynt- 
ingis,  he  lokid  toward  ^e  dore  of  fe  haH,  and  he  saw  }>e  serpent, 
which  )?at  he  helpe  i^enst  pe  toode,  stonde  in  the  dore.  And  anoon) 
^e  kn^yt  cride  to  his  seroanntiB,  and  seide,  "  goo  30  out  of  fe  haii 
echon,  for  I  se  it  for  whos  love  I  suffre  this  torment ;  for  I  trowe 
that  now  he  woH  fi^t  with  this  toode,  that  thus^  noyi)?  me."  And 
chaigid  hem  fat  ]»ei  shulcl  come  a|en  with  onto  delay,  whenne  he 
cryde  aft^  hem,  ])at  fei  shnlde  helpe  fe  serpent  in  idi  |>at  fei  my^te 
a^enst  J^e  toode ;  For  if  pe  toode  slo  pe  serpent,  ]7e  same  toode  woli 
sle  him  after.  And  the  seruauntis  jede  out  of  the  haii  echon. 
And  the  serpent  enterid  in  to  ]>e  halle ;  And  whenne  )»e  toode  saw 
him  come,  he  drow  out  on  of  his  feet  fro  pe  brest,  And  after  ^e 
secunde,  and  so  pe  third,  and  }e  f  urth.  And  he  sterte  to  pe  serpent, 
in  pe  myddis  of  pe  hidi,  And  per  th^  fou^te  to-geder.  And  whan 
the  knyjt  sawe  pis,  he  was  ynly  glad,  and  cryde  After  his  seruauntis, 
and  seide,  "  helpip  now,  helpe,  helpe,  ali  that  ben  my  meyny ! " 
And  whenne  pe  seruauntis  hirde  hire  lord  «rye,  they  come  in  yrith  a 
swift  cours,  and  slow  the  toode  withe  staffis  and  swerdis.  Tho  pe 
serpent  ascendid  in  to  pe  brest  of  pe  kayjt,  *wher  as  the  toode  had 
y-fastenyd  his  feete ;  And  yn  pe  saoie  place  wher  as  the  toode  had 
sette  his  first  foote,  he  drow  out  att  pe  venyji)  pat  was  lefte  in  pe 
knyjt,  and  [cast]  it  out  afore  idl  men.  And  pen  pe  kny3t  com- 
maundid  to  his  seruauntej,  pat  {pei  shuld  ^eve  swete  milke  to  pe 
serpent ;  And  so  it  was  y-do  in  dede.  And  po  pe  serpent  drow  to 
the  dore,  and  bowid  doun  his  hede  to  pe  knyjt,  As  thonkyng*  him  for 
saving  of  his  life ;  And  after  pat  pe  serpent  was  no  more  y-eeyn),  and 
the  knyjt  receivid  hole.  And  endid  faire  his  life. 

MORALITB. 

Dere  frendis,  this  Emperour  is  the  fadir  0  heyene;  The  knyjt 
is  euery  good  cristin  man  that  lovith  god  wOh  perfite  herte ;  The 
serpent  is  our  lord  Iheras  Crist ;  And  pe  toode  is  pe  devitt.  Theise 
two  fowte  to-geder  vn  to  pe  time  pat  pe  toode,  bcU.  the  devifi,  had 
ny  pe  victorie.  In  so  moch  pat  he  hadde  ny  take  in  to  his  power  sJi 
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his  peple,  afore  fe  Advente  of  criste.  And  ferfor,  man,  do  as  dyd 
fe  knjte;  helpe  fi  lord  ajenst  the  devitt,  hy  doyng  of  meritory 
workis,  and  so  he  shaH  be  confoundid.  So  at  })e  laste  fe  deviii:  had 
envenemyd  aH  mankynd,  And  lay  ypon)  our  hreste^,  and  held  in  pe 
bond  of  s«raitate  of  synne,  sciL  cure  first  faderis,  with  aii  hire 
ofspringe ;  And  drowe  hem  to  heH,  vnto  J^e  time  })at  ^e  serpent  com 
a^en,  bcU.  our  lord^  Jhesu.  Criste,  ]>at  sterte  in  to  ]7e  crosse,  and 
fowte  fer  Yrith  pe  toode,  and  cast  out  aH  fe  venym  of  synne,  hi  his 
blessid  passion).  And  perfot  we  sholde  ^eve  to  him  swete  mylke, 
BeiL  by  shewing  of  goode  werkis  of  kyndnesse,  Abstinence  fro  synne, 
and  almysdede ;  And  ])enne  withowte  dpwte  we  shuH  ende  faire^  and 
have  the  blisse  of  heven). 


[  ni.  ] 

EMPERATOR  DEOGLICIANUS. 

(of  the  magic  nCAGE  AND  THE  ENCHANTED  CHAMBER.  HARL.  MS.  7333.) 

Deoclician  was  Emperour  in  ]ye  Cite  of  Rome,  in  ]»e  Iknpire  of 
whom  was  a  philosophr^,  callid  Lenoppus,  J>e  which  had  hi  his 
crafte  sette  vp  an  ymage,  ^e  which  put  out  an  bond  -with  a  fyng^, 
and  vp  on  the  fing^  was  wretyn  wordis  perctde  hie,  That  is  to  sey, 
Smyte  here.  This  ymage  stode  fer  long,  &  many  a  day  after  fe  deth 
of  fe  philosophre ;  and  many  come  to  ])is  fing^,  and  Radde  the 
sup^rscripcion),  but  fey  vndirstode  it  not,  &  therfore  pei  hadde  moch 
marvaile  what  it  shuld  mene.  So  in  a  certeyne  tyme  per  com  b, 
clerke  of  fen'  contreys,  and  of te  tymis  he  sawe  pis  ymage,  And  ]»is 
fing^  with  fe  scripture.  And  in  a  certeyne  day  he  toke  a  shovitt, 
and  dyggyd  in  the  ert£,  yndir  ')?e  superscripcion).  And  anon)  he 
fond  a  hous  of  marbiH  vndir  ]>e  Erth ;  and  thanne  he  went  down), 
and  enterid  in  to  the  haH,  and  per  he  fond  so  many  riche  iewelis 
and  marvelous  pingys,  that  no  tnnge  cowde  teH.  Aftir  pia  he  sawe 
a  bord  or  a  table,  i-sprad  with  rich  metys  y-nowe  per  vppon).  thenne 
he  lokid  afer,  and  sawe  stonding  a  charbuncle  ston),  the  which  ^af 
li^t  ou^  aH  the  hous ;  And  ajenst  hit  stod  a  man),  with  a  bowe  in 
his  bond,  redy  for  to  schete.     This  clerke  perceivid  wdl  this  sight, 

>  lor,  MS.  '  leaf  161,  back,  col.  2. 
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and  poute^  ]»o)  I  t^  ^is  si^tb  vhenne  I  am  a-go  hens,  no  mtaH  woH 
trowe  me,  And  fertoiQ  I  wott  take  som)  of  fia  goode,  in  tokne.  lie 
stirte  to  ^e  bord,  and  tooke  a.faire  gilt*  cowpe,  and  put  it  vp ;  And 
anooh)  the  man)  Yfith  ^e  bowe  sheet  to  the  charbuncleston),  so  soore, 
that  it  ^ede  on  sundYe,  and  fo  was  bE  the  lijt  agon),  And  fe  hous 
was  fuH  of  dorknesse.  And  whjsnne  fe  clerke  sawe  pis,  he  wepte 
soore,  for  he  wiste  not  how  to  passe  out,  for  dorknesse ;  And  perfare 
ha  dwelte  f^  stifi,  and  fer  he  endyd  his  lif^  &o, 


MORALITB. 

Goode  men,  ^is  jrmage  that  is  thus^  y-pajnt,  is  the  dev^  |)e 
whicb  seitii  euermore,  Percute  hic^  Smyte  here,  that  is  to  sej,  he 
puttith  in  our  herte^  Erthely  thingis,  And  biddith  ys  take  hem,  but 
he  woH  neuer  speke  of  hevinly  tldngis.  The  clerke  J)at  smytitb. 
with  the  shoviH  bitokenytH  pe  wise  men  of  ])is  wordle,  and  ben 
advocatis,  and  pletouris,  ^e  whicll  by  sotilte  and  wickidnesse  getitfi 
pQ  goode  of  fis  wordle,  and  pe  vanyteys  of  pia  wordle.  And  whenne 
thei  have  geten  hem  i^ith  sucH  worching,  they  fyndit&  many 
marveilous  ])ingis,  ^at  is  to  sey,  dileetabiH  ^ingis  of  pe  wordle,  in 
fe  whic^  ]7et  haue  gret  dilectation).  The  charbuncleston)  ^t  ^evitK 
li)t  is  pG  yowtli  of  man),  pQ  whicH  ^evitH  to  man  hardinesse  to  haue 
dilectacion)  and  liking'  thjs  wordly  J^ingis.  The  archer  ^at  shetit^ 
is  deth,  ^e  whic^  stondit^  euermore  redy  in  awaite,  for  to  shete  Ins 
dart  STow  iha  clerke  ^nne  takitb  a  knyfe,-^wbat  is  that!  the 
wordly  man,  trowing*  to  haue  aH  thingb  at  his  owne  wiH ;  But  in 
that  trust  The  aiicher  shetith  att  pe  Charbuncleston),  That  is  to  sey, 
detll  shetitii  his  sehotys  to  ^e  )owt&  of  man,  and  smytitll  his  strengfit, 
and  his  my^te ;  And  penne  lietb  ^the  yowtb  in  derkenesse  of  synne, 
In  the  whieh  derkenesse  many  m^n  oftyn  tyme  deyetb.  And  pere- 
fore  lat  vs  fle  att  lustys,  and  att  likingys,  and  ^nne  wa  schufi  not 
faile  of  Eu^lasting  li^t,  Ad  quam  nos  pdidueaif  &e. 

>  ]>U,  MS.  '  and  liking  an  liking,  MS. 

*  leaf  162,  ooL  1. 
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[IV.] 
EMPEEATOR  TITUa 

(of   THS  knight  who  8AVBD  A  GJTY   AND  WAS  T7NORATSFULLT  PUT 
TO    DEATH  BT  SOME  OF  ITS  INHABITANTS.      EARL.  MS.  7888.) 

Tytus  was  a  wyse  Eroperoar  regnyd  in  fe  Cite  of  Borne ;  and  he 
made  a  lawe,  ]»t  eueiy  ded  kny^t  shuld  be  buried  in  bis  annotir 
and  armys,  And  iff*  ony  man)  weere  so  baidy  for  to  spoyle  bim  of  bis 
armysy  after  |»at  be  wartf  y^buried^  he  shuld  lese  bis  life,  with  oute 
ony  ayenst-stondyng*.  So,  strys,  bit  happid  mih  Inn)  a  fewe  jeris, 
J»t  a  certeyn)  Cite  of  ]>e  Empire  was  biseigyd  W)t7<  envions  men  and 
enemeys  of  ^e  Emp^ronre,  in  so  mocbe,  J^at  ]>e  Cite  was  In  pereH, 
and  in  poynt  to  be  loste,  If e  }er  was  non)  witA  inne  ]>e  Cite  ^at  myjt 
defend  bim  self e  wtt^  no  Craf te ;  And  ferioie  grete  sorowe  and  mocH 
si^yng  was  in  en&ry  strete  of  ]7e  Cite.  So  with  Inne  fewe  days  aftm* 
fer  com  toward  fe  Cite  a  faire,  yong,  and  welfaiyng  kny3t;  And 
wbenne  fe  cbeventeyns  of  the  cite  sawe  bim,  Tbenking  ^at  be 
semyd  to  be  a  dowty  man,  Thei  prayd  bim  bB.  to^geder  witA  a  gret 
voys,  that  be  wold  fucfirsafe  to  belpe  hem  ayenst  tbeyrs  enemeys, 
in  ])at  grete  neda.  Tbenne  seide  pQ  ^yjt,  "Parde,  airjBy  je  see 
w^  ibat  I  have  nooi])  armour  ne  armys,  to  def ende  yowo ;  And  iffe  I 
badde,  I  wold  defend  you  witb  a  goode  wili.''  Heryng  ^es  wordes,  a 
grete  wortbi  man  of  fe  Cite  seide  pronely,  '^  Hare  beside,"  quo|>  be, 
"lie^  a  kny)t  ded,  and  on  bis  body  is  goode  armoui*,  and  long  batb 
y-leye  on  fe  ertbe,  as  the  lawe  wold ;  And  J^erfore,  sir,"  be  seide,  "  if 
it  like  you,  ^e  may  defende  ]»e  Cite."  And  so  ]>is  yong  knyjt  dude, 
and  armyd  bim  'with  the  armour,  and  fought  with  the  enemeys,  and 
wan  fQ  yictorie,  and  deliuered  ]7e  Cite  fro  periH ;  And  after  be  putte 
Tp  a^  pn'uely  the  armour  in  the  sepulcre.  But  per  were  fals 
tiaytourys  of  }e  same  cite,  that  badden  indignacioh)  and  envie  ^t 
be  wan  so  fe  Tictorie ;  And  went  and  accusid  bim  to  [the]  luge, 
sayng*,  "  The  lawe  of  the  Emperour  ia  such,  that  if  ony  man  witlL- 
drawe  othir  spoUe  fe  dede,  be  shuld  be  ded ;  And  such  a  knyjt  bath 
y-spoylid  such  a  ded  knyjt  of  his  armoui*,  wttA  the  which  be  clotbid 
him,  and  ^defendid  pe  Cite;  And  pertore  we  aske  of  you,  fat  it  be 

■  leaf  162,  ool.  2. 
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procedid  a3enst  him,  as  owit&  to  be  don  a3en  a  broker  of  ^  lawe  of 
^e  Emperour."  Then  the  luge  made  the  kny^t  to  be  Itake,  and  to 
be  brought  afore  him,  and  per  he  Reprcvid  him  of  such  a  trespace. 
And  ]7enne  the  kny3t  answeridl,  and  seide,  *'  Sire,  hit  is  wreten,  that 
of  too  Evelia  ]>e  lasse  Eviti  is  to  be  chosyn).  For  it  is  not  ynknowe 
to  you,  ))at  pQ  cite  was  in  gret  p^riH,  And  if  I  hadde  not  take  fat 
armour,  I  hadde  not  deliuered  be  cite,  nor  yow  neiper ;  And  perfore 
me  thenkith  I  shold  mper  have  bye  honour  and  thonking  of  you  for 
my  goode  dede,  than  such  vilany ;  For  I  am  y-bron3t  hedir  as  a  thefe 
to  be  hongid.  Also,  sire,  Biioper  resong  is  for  me.  who  so  wHt- 
drawe])  ony  thing*  thefly,  he  purposith  not  to  here  it  i^en ;  But,  sir, 
it  was  not  so  witht  me.  For  po^  I  toke  as  in  borowing  ]>e  armour  of 
pe  ded  kny3ty  to  deliuer  the  Cite  ^er  -with,  as  soone  as  I  hadde  de- 
liyeryd  pe  Cite,  and  hadde  pe  victory e,  I  bare  the  armour  ajen,  so 
that  the  dede  had  his  owne,  as  ^e  lawe  woH  it."  Then  spake  ]>e 
luge,  and  seide,  '^  I  sette  cas,  J^at  a  thefe  make  an  hole  in  a  hons,  for 
to  take  out  good,  and  afti^  to  bring  it  ajen,  I  pray  pe,  kny3t,  lat  see, 
say  whedir  doith  he  wele  or  no  1 "  "  Sir,"  quop  the  kny3t,  "  Some 
tyme  is  such  holiyng  and  p^rforacion  goode,  and  not  wikkid,  as  if 
ony  ]»irle  or  make  an  hole  in  a  feble  walle  of  a  feble  hous,  in  entent 
]>at  pQ  lord  of  pQ  hous  make  pe  widi  strenger,  for  periH  of  thefis,  ^at 
])ei  entre  not  so  li3tely,  if  thei  come."  Thenne  seide  the  luge,  '*  sir, 
})03  such  perforacion)  be  goode,  and  don  for  ]>at  pB  waH  shuld  be 
made  moore  sikir  and  stronger,  3it  is  violence  y-made  to  pe  lord  of 
pe  hous;  and  so  with  ]»e.  For  ])03  pat  ))ou  dudist  goode  wtt7i  pe 
armys  of  pe  kny3t,  3it  pon  dndist  violence  to  pe  dede,  in  that  J)u 
toke  away  his  armour."  Thenne  seide  pe  kny3t,  "  Str,  I  seide  to 
you  erwhile,  pat  if  too  Ivelis  wei'  commaundid^  pe  lesse  were  to  be 
chosyne,  And  that  IviH,  by  doyng<  of  which  comith  good  and  profitf , 
shold  not  be  y-callid  an  IveU  dede,  but  a  goode  dede  pat  was  like  to 
an  IviH ;  as  thus,  loo !  If  per  weere  an  hous  in  pe  cite  Lsette  afire, 
and  bigonne  to  brenne,  weere  it  not  better  to  drawe  downe  pe  hous 
pat  stondith  next,  or  elles  pat  pi^i  take  fire  also.  And  so  aU  pe  cite  be 
brend?  And  so,  sir,  pe  armour,  If  I  hadde  not  ^  taken  it  out  for  a 
tyme  pe  armour  of  the  dede  kny3t,  ellis  pe  Cite  and  je  aH  shuld  haue 

'  leaf  152,  back,  col.  1. 
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ben  distroyd."  Thenne  the  luge  hering  his  resonabiti  and  his  wise 
answensy  he  my3t  jeve  no  dom^  a^enst  him.  But  the  falae  traitoi^rs 
that  accusid  him,  slowe  him,  and  mordeiyd  him,  and  ^erfore  was 
made  grete  sorowe  in  ]»e  Cite.  And  ]9enne  thei  buryed  pe  body  of  fe 
kny^t^  worthely  among  hem  in  a  newe  sepulcre. 

MORALITE. 

WoishipfuH  Seris,  pia  £rape7*ouT  is  ^e  Fadir  of  heuene.  The 
city  biaegid  is  pia  wordle,  the  whicb  is  bisegid  with  develis,  and 
'with  synnys ;  And  aH  ])at  were  in  })e  Cite  were  in  poynt  to  be  loste, 
when  aH  p&i  were  afore  the  passion)  of  Criste  were  in  ]»e  power  of  pe 
deyili,  and  myjte  not  helpe  hem  selue.  The  yong  kny3t  ]>at  comytb 
to  fe  cite,  bcU.  that  is  to  sey,  to  ^e  wordle,  is  oure  lord,  ]>e  do^ty 
wenotfr,  ihega  criste,  ]7at  hadde  noon  armour,  Bcil.  manhode,  ynto 
pe  time  that  he  had  gon  ynto  ]>e  sepulcre,  sct7.  pe  wombe  of  the 
blessid  virgin  seynt  Marie,  by  pe  annunciacion)  of  the  aungel, 
seying*,  Spiritus  sdxadua  supenteniet  in  fe.  Ecce  oondpiea  et  paries 
JUium^  &c.  And  so  he  toke  in  ]»e  wombe  of  ye  virgin  marie  pe 
armure  of  the  d^de  knyte,  scil,  kynde  of  pe  first  fadir  Adam ;  And 
per  be  fojte  with  pe  enemeys  by  his  blessid  passion,  and  deliu^red 
the  wordle,  with  aH  mankynde,  fro  periH.  And  ]7enne  he  put  pQ 
armour  ajen  in  pe  erth,  whenne  his  body  was  put  in  ))e  sepulcre. 
But  pe  Citeseyns,  pat  is  to  say,  Jewis  and  paynyms,  J^oj  )?ei  were  of 
peple  ^t  erist  come  for  to  save,  jit  pei  accusid  him  to  pilat,  and 
alegid  per  a^en  hym,  For  pe  "Emperour  and  his  lawe,  this  seying*.  Si 
hune  dimittis,  non  es  amicus  Cesaris,  This  is  to  sey,  Ifife  pon  leve  him, 
and  sle  him  not,  povL  art  not  Frend  neper  trewe  to  pe  Emperoz^r ;  for 
after  pe  lawe  he  owith  to  be  dede.  But  jit  pe  luge  cowde  not  jeve 
dome  him  selfe,  as  pej  askyd^  but  committyd  him  to  hem  ajen  ;  and 
peime  ]yei  slowe  him,  and  morderyd  him ;  and  in  pe  thirde  day  he 
ros  fro  his  deth,  and  aft^  ascendid  vp  to  ioye  and  glorye.  Ad  quam 
nos  petducat,  qui  cum  PdXre  ^  Spirits  S&ncto,  &c. 

[As  the  7iext  Story  appears  also  in  the  Second  Version  of  the  Gesta, 
AddiHonal  MS,  9066,  British  Museum,  this  latter  text  is  printed, 
solid,  under  that  from  Harleian  MS,  7333,  and  has  he^  collated  with 
MS.  Kk  L  6,  in  the  University  Library,  Cambridge,  The  various 
readings  are  shown  in  the  footnotes^ 
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[  V.  ] 
EMPERATOR  BETOLDUS. 

(of  the  woman   who   was  imprisoned   for  ADULTERTy   TOGETHER 
WITH   HKR  INFANT  SON.      HABL.  MS.  7833.) 

Betoldus  regnyd  a  wis  Emp«roure  yn  fe  Cyte  of  Eome ;  Jw  whicfi 
oideynyd  for  a  lawe,  that  euerj  woman  pat  tooke  an  oiper  man 
than  hire  husbond,  })at  pei  shuld  be  put  to  perpetueH  prison). 
There  was  a  kny  3t  hadde  a  faire  wife,  pat  tooke  an  o^er  vndir  him,  and 
in  avowtry  was  wtt/t  childe ;  and  perfore  by  the  lawe  pis  woman)  was^ 
demyd  to  p^rpetnatt  prison),  In  pe  whicH  prison)  sche  bro^te  forth, 
and  bare  a  fiiire  childe,  a  sone.  This  child  wex  vnto  the  age  of  vij 
jere.  The  lady  his  modir  ysit&  enery  day  gretly  to  sorowe  and  to 
wepe.  In  a  day  pis  childe  sawe  his  mod&r  wepe ;  he  spake  to  hire, 
and  seide,  ''  Modir,  why  wepist  pan  1  teH  me  pe  cause  of  pi  sorow- 
ing*."  "  A I  deei^  sone,"  quop  she,  "  I  have  gret  cause  to  sorowe,  and 
pou  eke ;  For  ou^r  our  hedis  ys  passage  and  goyng*  of  peple,  and  yere 
shynith  the  sonne  in  here  derenesse,  and  solas  p^r  is  y-had ;  and 
p0u  and  I  bup  here  in  perpetuel  derkenesse.  In  so  moch  pat  I  may 

*  leaf  1&2,  back,  fiol.?. 

[Seeoiid  Version,     Addit.  MS,  9066.] 
II.  (leafs.) 

Betaldus  in  the  Citee  of  Eome  reigned!,  a  full'  wise  man ;  that  made 
a  law,  that  what  woman  that^  were  wedded,  and  were  take  in 
avowtrye,  her  husbond  livyng.  She  shuld  be  take,  and  put  into' 
perpetueH  prison).  IF  There  was  that  tyme  a  knyght,  that  had  a  right 
faire  wyf*,  that  did  avowtry,  and  was  with  childe,  IT  wherfor,  after 
the  law,  she  was  put  Into'  prison);  and  *ther  she  was,  and  the  child 
also,^  tille  he  come  to  the*  age  of  vij.* ;  and  the  modir  every  day 
wept,  and  sorowed  bitterly.  IT  The  child,  whan  he  saw  his  modir  so 
wepe  and  sorow,  he  said  to  her,  "  0  1  modir,  whi  wepe  ye,  and  for 
what  cause  are  ye  so  sorye  V*  ^  The  modir  said,  "  0  !  my  swete  sone, 
a  grete  cause  have  I  ^so  to  sorow,^  and  thou  also ;  ffor  above  cure 
hede  there  ^  is  a*  transite  of  men,  and  there  the  sonne  shynet^^^  in 
his  clerte,  and  aU  solace  is  there^^^  and  we  are^^  in  a  contynuell 

'  Om,        *  in.        '  done  In.        *  and  when  tyme  oome,  she  had  a  fayre 
sone  in  the  prisone,  and  there  the  child  was.  *  Om.  '  vij.  sere. 

^  to  wepe.        ■  Om,        •  a  grete.        '•  is  shynyng.        "  Om.        "  are  here. 
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not  see  fe,  ne  ]>oa  me ;  And  perfore  alias !  that  eu6r  I  was  bore  yn  to 
pia  woidle."  Thenne  spake  the  childe  to  his  moder,  ^'  8uc&  loye  or 
such  li)t  as  )oa  spekist  of,  sawe  I  neuar,  and  perfoie  I  knowe  not 
what  it  meenyth ;  For  here  in  pia  derkenesse  I  was  y-bore,  and  per-- 
fore  if  I  have  mete  and^  drynke  y-nowe,  it  were  plesing  to  me  to 
dweUe  here  stille,  att  the  days  of  my  life.  And  ]>erfore,  modir,  I 
pray  fe,  wepe  not,  but  make  me  solas  and  comfort^  and  chere  me." 
In  aH  the  tyme  of  this  lamentacion)  bitwene  pQ  mod^r  and  pe  sone, 
the  emperours  stiward  stod  ouer  hire  hedys,  and  hurd,  and  hadde 
giet  compassion)  and  pite  j  and  went  to  pe  emperoar,  and^  knelid, 
and  praide  for  hire  delyuaraunce ;  and  the  Emperour  grantyd  his 
bone,  and  soo  they  weei'  delyuerd^  &c. 

MORALITB. 

Sens,  pia  £mpe?'onr  is  p6  Fadir  of  hevene,  pat  ordeynyd  a  la  we, 
that  if  ony  womdn),  &c.  adil.  If  ony  sowle,  ^e  which  is  spouse  of 

■  an,  MSi 


[Second  version.    Add.  MB,  9066.] 

derknesse,  so  grete,  that  thou  may  not  se  me,  ne  I  the.  Alias  I  alias  1 
that  ever  I  was  conseived  of  my  modii^."  IT  The  sone^  said,  "  0  ! 
swete  modir,  suche  a^  loye  and  lyght  as  ye  speke  of  saw  I  never^, 
ne  perseived,  for  I  was  born)  here  in  this  derke  prison) ;  but'  while 
I  have  here^  plente  of  mete  and  drynk*,  it  pleasetibL  me  wele  to  live 
here  aH  my  lyf-tyme;  And  therefoi',  modir,  wepe  not,  but  shew  me 
solace,  and  so  shatt  I  shew^  to  you.*'  IT  While  this  lanientacion)^  was 
made  bitwene  the  modir  and  the  sone.  The  Steward  of  the  Empev'our 
stode  over^  her  hedes,  and  herd  her  wordes ;  and  whan  he  had  herd 
her  Vordes,  and  her^  lamentacion),  he  had  rewthe  on  hem,  and 
went  vnto*  the  Emperoui',  and  kneled,^^  and  praied  for  the  modir 
and  the  sone,  that  the!  myght  be  delivered  out  of  prison).  If  The 
Emperour,  that  was  mercyfuH,  graunted  that  thei  shuld  be  delyvered. 
So  that  yf  the  woman  trespassed,  *efte  sones,^^  hei^  payn)  shuld  ^^  be 
dowbled.  and  so  thei  were  delyuered,  and  the  woman  lived  holilye^ 
aH  her  lyf-time,  and  ended  in  pease. 

Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Fadir  of  heven),  that 
made  this  law,  that  yf  a  wedded  woman,  that  is,  the  soule,  the  whiche 

»  ohilde.  •  Om.  »  for.  *  Om.  ^  Om. 

*  wemytacion.  ^  aboue.  '  Om,  *  to.  '®  knelyd  on  his  kne 

"  eft  Bone.  '*  shalle.  "  holyly  afteewarde. 
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god,  trespassid  in  avowtrje,  bcU.  In  eny  dedlj  synne,  Thenne  hit 
Bchiil<$  be  demyd  to  perpetuel  pn'soo)  of  heii     And  ^erfoie,  ))oa 
Boule,  if  ^ou  trespace  in  ony  dedly  synne  ajen  ]>e  wiH  of  ]>i  lord 
god,  J)i  spouse,  ^or^  wliic^  synne  foxi  art  dampnabifi  in  to  sucfi 
a  pr/soh),  Thenne  behovit&  the  gretly  to  sorowe  and  wepe,  For  ^u 
art  Jeanne  aHSundiid  fro  fe  li3t,  and  fro  J)e  glorie  of  hevene  above 
}>ine  hed.     The  sone  ]>at  seith,  as  long  as  I  may  have  mete  and 
drinke  y-nowe,  bitokenith  fe  Kiche  and  ^e  my^ty  wordly  maD)  of 
])is  wordle,  ^e  whic&  in  hire  hertis,  vrhen  prelatis  and  prochooia 
spekitH  to  hem  euerlasting  lijt  and  loye  of  hevene,  thai  sey,  "  3^r 
fe  whilis  we  may  be  heere,  and  have  sucb  solas  and  comfort  as  we 
have,  we  sette  not  bye  oper  hevene,  ne  rekke  we  how  long  we  bide 
in  such  derkenesse  of  synne,  and  of  thraldom ; "  and  pai  is  gretly  to 
be  sorowid.     This  stiward,  fat  herit&  this  lamentacion),  ys  our 
lord,  that  heritht  the  pn'ueteis  of  ^our  hertys,  and  lovith  contriciox)) 
for  synnes.     What  doith  he  1  He  goitht  to  })e  Fadir  of  hevene,  and 
praith  for  vs  to  be  loosid  fro  )>e  hard  blynde  hertis,  In  so  moc!i, 

*  leaf  153,  ool.  I. 
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is  goddes  wyf*,  do  dedly  synne,  [she]  shaH  everlastyngly  be  take  to  the 
prison)  of  helle,  yf  she  dye  in  dedly  synne,  and  wille  not  amende  her. 
If  Wherfor,  yf  thi  soule  have  done  avowtrye  ayenst  godf,  that  is,  dedely 
^  synne,  grete  cause  of  sorowyng  thou  hast,  For  thou  art  departed 
from  the  light  and  the  loye  of  heven).  IT  The  sone,  that  said,  **  while 
I  have  plente  of  mete  and  drynk*,''  By  hym  are  vndirstonde  thise 
grete  worldly  men,  that  whan  thei  here  speke  of  the  grete  light  and 
blisse  of  heveh),  thei  make  no  force,  for  they  have  here  welfare  and 
likyng  of  the  world ;  If  And  also  men  of  holy  chirche,  whan  thei  preche 
of  holy  chirche,  and  of  the  grete  glorie  and  blisse  that  is  in  heven) ; 
And  some  say  as  the  sone  said,  If  **  Have  we  plente  of  metes  and 
drynkes,  and  solace  of  the  world  in  aH  thyng,  we  desire  no  thyng 
of  the  loye  of  heven)/'  If  Thise  ben  herctikes,  of  hem  that  saiden), 
that  is  gretly  to  sorow.  The  Steward,  that  herd  the  lamentacion)  of 
the  modir  and  of  her  sone.  Is  oure  lord  Ihe^u  crist  in  heveh)  above 
vs,  that  knowet^  aH  oure  wordes,  and  aH  oure  werkes,  and  the  leet 
thought  of  oure  herte ;  If  And  whan  he  hereth  the  lamentacion)  that 
we  make  for  our  synne,  he  hathe  rewthe  and  compassion)  of  vs,  and 
loveth  mekeH  that  we  have  contriccion)  of  oure  synne.  If  Than  he 
gotiL  to  his  fadir,  and  besely  praieth,  that  we  may  be  delyvered  out 

'  leaf  8,  back. 
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that  if  we  woU  ts  selfe  be  deliveryd  out  of  pnsozi),  we  mow,  And 
come  to  eo^rlastinge  bliase,  and  ])e  li3t  above,  Ad  quam  noa  et  voa 
perdiiccUy  &c. 

[VL] 
EMPiEfiATOR  POMPEIUS. 

(how  the  lame  man  and   the  blind  man   found   THBIfi  WAT  TO 
THB  emperor's   FEAST.      SABL.  MS.  7388.) 

PompeiuB  was  a  wise  Emperour,  regnyng*  in  ])e  cite  of  Borne ; 
And  be  lete  make  a  proclamacioii)  ]yor3  aH  bis  Empire,  p&t  be 
wold  make  a  gret  generaH  f  este,  And  p&t  aH  pooi*  and  Kicb  sbuld 
come  to  })at  f este ;  For  fey  sbuldf  [not]  only  be  wele  y-f ed,  But  also  tbat 
]>ei  sbuld  bave  many  faire  3iftiB.  wbenne  tbe  bedeH  badde  y-maki($ 
tbis  prodamaciozi),  Tber  lay  by  tbe  wey  too  f  eble  men,  a  blynde  And 
a  lame.  Tboo  ]>e  blynde  seide  to  ])e  lame,  bis  felowe,  "Woo  be 
now  to  me  and  to  ]>e.  For  bow  may  we  too  do  I  Tbe  Emp^rour  bath 
makid  such  a  pr&clamacion),  ])at  be  woU  make  a  generaH  feste.  And 
wbo  tbat  eu^  comith  tbedir,  be  sbaH  Faro  wele  of  metis  And  drinkis, 
And  also  be  avauncyd  for  euarmore ;  And  I  am  blind,  and  pou  art 
lame^  And  ferfore  neyjer  of  vs  may  come  Jere."     "Je,"  quof  Je 

[Second  Version.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

of  pnson)  of  synne,  yf  we  wille ;  And  so  it  folowith  we  sbaH  bave 
tbe  everlastyng  ligbt  and  loye  and  blisse  of  beven).  To  tbe  wbicbe 
brynge  vs  aH  tbe  mercifuH  lord  and  pacient  lord  Ibe^u  crist !  Amen. 

[  XL.  leaf  66.  ] 

POmpeius  in  tbe  Cite  of  rome  reignedl,  a  fuH  wise  man,  and 
amonge  otbere  ve^iiues  be  was  rigbt  mercyfuH ;  wberfore  be  did 
Crie  tbrow  oute  bis  Empire  a  feste,  tbat  euery  mas)  ricb  and  pore 
sbuld  come  to. tbe  feste,  and  aH  ))at  comen  to  tbe  feste  sbuld  not  only 
be  fedde,  but  be  sbuld  baue  many  giftes.  wben  tbe  bediH  bad  pro- 
clamed  tbis  tbrow  oute  aH  tbe  Empire,  tbere  were  tbat  tyme  twoo 
feble  men)  lyeng*  by  the  way;  oou)  was  balte,  and  tbe  totbere 
blynde.  Tbe  blynde  mau)  saide  to  pe  Crokyd,  "  Alas ! "  be  saide, 
"woo  is  the  and  me  ;  bow  mow  we  do?  Tbe  Empei'OMr  ^ bathe  do 
ciie^  a  grete  feste  generaH  to  aH ;  and  wbo  tbat  Euar  comytb  tbid- 
dere,  be  sbaH  not  only  baue  a  feste,  but  also  many  giftes.  I  am 
blynde,  and  thou  arte  Crokyd  and  feble,  and  may  not  go ;  and  I 

^  leaf  56,  back.  ^  cried,  MS. 
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lame  man,  '^  I  shall  shew  ]ie  a  goode  wit  in  J^is  cas ;  and  if  yon  wolt 
do  after  my  conseile,  ])oa  shalt  not  repente.  Now  herken  me ;  I  am 
lame  and  feble,  feX  I  may  not  goo,  but  I  may  see,  And  pou  art 
strong  and  swifto  of  foote,  but  pon  may  not  see.  Take  me  vpon  yi 
bak,  and  beie  me,  And  I  shatl  teche  fe  the  ri^te  way.  And  so  we 
bo]>e  shuH  come  thedir."  **  This  is  a  goode  conseile,"  seide  ^  blinde 
man,  *'  oome  Tp  fast  vpon)  my  bak,  and  teche  me  ^e  rijte  wey,  as  fon 
seist^  and  so  we  bot&  shuH  come  thedir,  I  trowe,  as  ^u  seist,"  &a 

kORALITlB. 

t)ete  frendis,  ))is  Emperour  is  our  lord  ihera.  criste^  ])at  hat2i 
y-made  a  generaH  proclamacion).  And  a  generall  f  este,  scil.  the  loye  of 
hevene,  to  ])e  whic&  ioye  he  hath  callid  aH  mankynde;  for  he 
deniitb  to  no  man  ])at  ioy,  if  ])ey  woH  come  per  to.  By  pw  lame  or 
halting  man  hup  vndirstond  prelatis  of  holy  chirche,  as  ben  pre- 
chours,  and  confessotirs ;  and  ]>ei  ben  callid  lame,  or  halting  men, 
for  ]>ey  have  not  of  hire  owne  to  lyve  witA,  but  of  tythingis,  and  of 
almys-dede  of  seculers.  By  pe  blynde  man  we  shuH  vndirstond  pe 
lewde  seculers,  )>at  ben  blynde,  yn  as  moch  as  ])ei  conne  not  ^see  the 
right  way  toward  ioye ;  and  perfore  iff<  theise  too  men  wc^  come 
to-geder  to  pe  feste  of<  HevenOi  pe  blind,  bcU,  pe  lewde  men,  most 

*  leaf  153,  col.  2» 
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may  wele  se,  and  thou  arte  stronge  anci  myghty,  onA  may  not  se." 
he  seide,  ''  thou  crokecl  man),  thou  shalte  tsJce  me  on  thi  back,  an<f 
bere  me,  and  I  wil  lede  the  by  the  right  way."  and  so  they  did- 
den),  and  comen)  bothe  to  the  feste,  and  i^sayued  grete  mede  amonge 
other ;  and  so  they  endid  here  life  in  pease. 

[Deddracio.li  Frendes,  this  Emp^otir  is  otire  lorde  Them,  crisie, 
the  which  hathedone  criea  feste  generaH^  that  is,  the  Ioye  and  the  blisse 
of  )ye  kyngdome  of  heuyn) ;  to  the  which  Ioye  he  hathe  called  aH  man- 
kynde, for  he  denyes  it  to  none  that  wil  come  to  hym.  Be  the  halte 
and  croked  are  vndirstondyn)  prelates  of  holy  chirche,  prechours,  and 
confessours,  abbottes  and  prioures.  thes  are  halte,  for  they  han  no 
thing*  in  propre,  in  alse  mych  as  they  lyuen)  ofte  sithes  of  almes  of 
othere.  Be  the  blynde  we  shuH  vndirstonde  the  lewde  men),  that  ore 
blynde,  for  they  know  not  the  right  way.  therfore  if  thes  ij.  wil  come 
to  the  feste  of  the  kyngdome  of  heuyn),  It  behouys  that  the  blynde, 
that  is,  the  lewde  men),  bere  the  halte  men ;  tho  be  the  prelates  of 
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holde  yp  pe  laame  men,  bciL  men  of  holy  chircti,  thoro^  almesse 
.offryngySy  and  tendingys ;  And  that  opery  bcU.  men  of  holy  Chirch, 
most  leede  that  ofcr  fe  wey  hy  hii-e  connyng*,  Clergy,  and  labour  of 
teching^;  And  ])enne  shuH  both  come  thedir,  acih  to  pe  ioye  of 
hevene,  wher  ^ey  shuH  not  only  have  feste,  but  euerlasting  meedo 
and  glorie.  Ad  quam  nos  &c. 

[Second  Versioju    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

the  chirche,  and  othere  men)  of  holy  chirche,  sustenyng*  hem  be 
tythes  and  oblacion^,  and  othere  almeae.  And  prelates,  and  other 
men)  of  holy  cbirche,  are  boldyn)  for  to  teche  hem,  and  Enfourme 
hem  the  way  towarde  heuyn),  where  is  not  al  only  a  feste  for  a  tyme, 
i^ut  there  we  shuH  haue  many  preciouse  giftes ;  Tho  be  the  loyes  and 
blisses  that  neuer  shall  haue  Ende.  to  the  which  bry^zg^  vs  oure 
lorde  Jhesn  cnste,  to  ])e  feste  riaH  pat  is  in  heuyne,  wiV^outen  Ende  1 


[  VII.  ] 

EMP^i^ATOR  ADRIAN  rar. 

(op  the  serpent  and  the  toad.) 

Adrian  regnyd  Emperour  in  fe  Cite  of  Rome,  the  which  wit^inne 
a  litiH  while  hadde  lost  his  si3t ;  And  he  ordeyned  for  a  lawe, 
that  ]>e9*  shuld  be  hongyd  a  belle  In  the  myddis  of  pe  Cite,  And  ech 
man  ^at  hadde  eny  cause  ))at  shuld  be  shewid,  sholde  ryng  pilke  belle. 
And  ^e  luge  shold  come  to  sitte  in  his  seruice,  wiili  oute  delay ;  And 
if  any  man  Runge  pe  belle,  and  hadde  no  cause,  he  shuld  be  ded. 
So  it  happid  in  A  time  aftar  ^is  lawe  was  made,  A  serpent  had  made 
his  nest  vudir  ^e  Roope  of  ^is  belle.  And  brojt  forth  his  briddis  ^erc, 
whenne  tyme  was  by  nature.  And  after  all  Jiis,  In  a  hoote  day  of 
somer  the  serpent  toke  aH  his  briddis  w^'t^  him,  And  ^ede  in  to  ]>e 
feld  of  sporting ;  And  while  she  was  absent,  per  com  a  toode,  and 
entrid  into  ))e  nesU  And  whenne  ]>e  serpent  come  c^en,  she  sawe 
^0  toode  ocupied  hire  place ;  and  she  fo3t  wtt^  the  toode,  but  she 
mi^te  [not]  haue  fe  victorie,  but  fat  ))e  toode  contynuely  helde  hire 
nest ;  And  For  she  sawe  pat  ])e  toode  my3te  not  be  ouercome,  she 
lappid  hire  taile  aboute  ))e  corde  of  the  belle,  and  so  rang  pe  belle, 
by  cause  fat  J>e  toode  vnrijtfully  occupy ed  hire  nest.     And  whanne 

OESTA.  2 
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the  luge  was  come  down),  as  lawe  was,  for  to  sitte  in  iugement,  he 
sawe  l^is  8i3t,  and  ^ede,  and  tolde  att  J^at  he  sawe  to  [the]  emperour* 
And  pQ  Empe7*our  seide  a3en,  ^*  Anoon  goo  doArn),  and  ale  fe  toode, 
that  the  serpent  may  have  hire  owne  nest ;  and  so  he  dude ;  And  pe 
serpent  enterid  hire  owne  place,  and  dwelte  stille  wtt^  hire  briddis. 
After  ])at  it  happid  in  a  tyme,  ])at  pia  Emperonr  wepte  soore,  And 
lordis  and  kny^tis  ]>at  were  aboute  him  come,  and  comfortid  him,  in 
aH  that  pei  my^te.  **  Nay,"  quo)>  he,  "  howe  shuld  I  be  gkd,  now  I 
have  y-lost  my  sijt  1 "  And  soone  aft^  J^at  pe  Emperour  had  made 
])is  lamentacion),  pe  f orseide  serpent  enteiid  in  to  hys  chambre ;  And 
whenne  ]>e  Emperours  seruauntis  sawe  pe  serpent,  pel  tolde  it  to  the 
Emperour.  tho  seide  the  emperoure,  ''I  charge  you,  ^that  no  man 
lette  hire  to  come  to  me,  for  y  trowe  J^at  she  shaH  do  you  no  harme, 
ne))ir  to  me."  The  serpent  come  to  fe  emperours  bedde,  and  att  fe 
last  fe  serpent  openyd  his  mout&  ouer  p&  visage  of  the  emperonr, 
and  late  faH  a  litiH  stone,  poT)  pe  which  pe  emperour  receivid  his 
B^t.  And  att  men  thonkid  god,  ))at  so  hath  comfortid  ])e  emperour 
by  pe  serpent,  for  whom  he  late  sle  ])e  toode,  &c. 

MORAUTB. 

This  Emperour  may  be  y-Callid  emperour,  pe  which  hath  y-made 
a  lawe,  or  a  goode  life,  that  a  bett  shal  be  y-Eoung.  This  beli:  is  not 
ellis  but  consciens,  pe  which  owith  to  be  Rounge  ajen  vicis.  And 
]}enne  ])e  luge,  8cil.  Reson),  owith  to  come  don),  when  conscience 
mevith  him  to  ^eve  dome  bitwix  pe  v.  Inwittis ;  For  but  if  ^at  were 
y-don),  we  shulde  be  in  grete  peryl,  as  J>e  Apostett  seit^,  Omne  quod 
fU  contra  conseienciam,  edificahit  ad  ignem  gehenne,  This  is  to  sey, 
Att  that  is  y-doh)  ajenst  conscience,  bildith  toward  ]>e  fire  of  helle. 
And  for  to  spekys)  gostely,  a  man  is  ofte  tymys  blind  thor^  dedly 
synne,  pat  lettith  his  si3t ;  And  pat  is  gretly  to  sorowe  for,  as  dude 
the  emperour.  The  serpent,  fat  bildith  vndir  pe  belle,  is  our  lord 
ihe^u  Criste,  ))e  which  bildith  in  a  perfite  herte,  vndir  a  clene  and 
an  holy  conscience ;  And  per  he  genderith,  bcU.  bringith  forth  goode 
vertuys.  And  he  goithe  by  the  medewe,^  scil.  out  of  such  a 
conscience,  with  his  briddis,  scil,  vea^tuys,  whenne  it  is  infecte ;  And 

'  leaf  153,  back,  col.  1.  '  medewewe,  MS. 
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^rine  comith  a  toode,  acil  fe  deueH,  and  entritti  into  pe  nest,  ecti. 
fe  herte  of  ]>e  synner.  But  thenne  ]>e  serpent  comyth  ajen,  bciL  oar 
lord,  whenne  Jiat  he  liatti  pyte  of  our  wretchidnesse ;  Thenne  he 
comitti,  and  knockith  at  fe  dore  of  our  hertys,  as  it  is  wretin  in  the 
gospeH,  Ecee  sto  ad  Hostiuniy  et  pulso ;  at  quis  michi  apperuerit, 
cenabo  eum  illoy  et  ipse  mecumf  This  is  to  sey,  I  stond  at  ]>e  dore, 
and  knocke  ;  who  ]>at  openith  to  me,  I  shall  sopye  w/tA  him,  And  he 
wtt/i  me.  But  alias !  for  pia  tbode,  sell,  ^e  deveH,  regnyd  in  ye 
hertis  of  many^  so  strongly e  fov^  hir  continuaunce  of  synne,  and 
not  doyng  penaunce,  that  god  may  not  come  yn, — what  is  Eemedye 
^rfore )  Forsoth  for  to  drawe  at  pe  corde  of  ]ye  grace  of  god,  sciZ.  for 
to  aske  grace,  And  for  to  sette  pe  conscience  in  to  a  clere  way ;  And 
])anne  shal  god  entre  into  ])yn  herte.  And  he  schalle  jeve  to  ))e  a 
stone,  acil.  vertne,  bi  pe  whicb  pi  soule  shaH  have  li^t,  Ad  quam  tioa 
perducat.    AmesL 

[  VIIL  ] 
EMP^^ATOR  FOLLICULUS. 

(of  THE  WISE  AND  THE   FOOLISH  KNIGHTS.) 

[olliculus  was  a  wise  Emparour  regnyd  in  ^e  Cite  of  Eome ;  He 
was  merciful!,  and  ri3twi8  in  his  werkis.  And  he  made  a  worthi 
tour  in  )>e  Eest,  In  )>e  whicti  he  put  aB.  his  tresour  and  precius 
lewelis ;  And  J)e  wey  toward  fe  Cite  was  stony,  fomy,  and  scroggy ; 
And  iij.  armyd  kny3tys  were  in  fe  same  wey,  to  fijte  \riih  aH  fat  e\ier 
come  in  ]>at  wey  to  pe  forsaide  cite.  And  fe  forsaide  Emperour  made 
a  proclamacion),  ])at  if  per  were  ony  man  )>at  wolde  goo  to  pe  cite  by 
^t  wey,  and  oue^'come  ])00  pre  kny3tis,  Whenne  he  come  to  the  cite, 
he  shulde  haue  habundance  of  aH  maner  richesse  &  iewels,  at  his 
owne  wille.  And  after  pia  he  made  to  be  sette  in  Jie  north  an  oper 
Cite,  in  pe  which  he  had  ordenyd  a  perpetueH  peyne,  And  alle  maner 
iewelis ;  And  the  wey  to  ))is  Cite  was  faire,  and  swete  to  smelle,  and 
dilicius  to  goo  Inne ;  And  in  pia  wey  were  iij.  knyjtys,  for  to  refressho, 
and  calle  to  gestenyng  or  to  ostery,  AH  fat  went  by  the  wey.  And 
f  e  Emperour  lete  make  a  proclamacion),  that  if  ony  come,  and  entrid 

'  of  many  of  many,  MS.  '  leaf  153,  back,  col.  2. 
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into  l^e  Cite,  he  sbuld  be  bound  bond  and  foote,  and  cast  into 
pr/sone,  and  abide  fere  vnto  fe  comynge  of  fe  lustice,  for  to  stond  to 
his  dome.     Nowe  per  dwelte   In  a  cite  twey  kny^tis,  jiat  bi^te 
Jonatbas  and  Pirius.     Tbis  Jonatbas  was  a  wise  man,  and  Pirius  was 
a  foole,  but  grete  love  was  bitwix  bem  too.    In  a  day  Jonatbas  seide 
to  PiriuSy ''  Deere  f rende,^  )>er  is  y-made  a  proclamacios)  bi  ati  )» 
empire,  ^t  ])e  Emperour  batb  sette  a  cite,  in  pe  wbicH  is  ati  hk 
tresoure ;  And  if  ony  man  may  entre  into  it,  be  sbati  have  gret 
multitude  of  tresoure ;  And  ]>erfore  it  is  my  conseile  that  we  goo  to 
})i8  Cite."     "Forsotb,"  quof  Pirius,  "it  is  goode  conseile,  And  I 
assent  ))«rto,  tbat  it  be  do."     Tbenne  pe  wise  kny^t  spake,  "  If  so  be 
])at^  ^u  wolt  do  after  my  consaile,  I  pray  tbe  lat  me  drinke  ^ 
blode,  and  fon  sbalt  drinke  myne,  in  tokening^  tbat  n«])er  of  vs 
sbati  forsake  olper.  In  wele  ne  in  woo."     "  I  assent,"  quof  }>e  fde 
knyjt.     And  so  tbey  were  lete  blode,  and  eyfcr  dranke  of  otheris 
bloode,  and  so  ))ei  3ede  theire  way.     And  wban  tbei  bad  made  ]>e 
iowmey  of  iij.  days  toward  fis  cite,  in  wbicb  })ey  sbolden  finden  f e 
treaour,  fei  come  in  a  certayn)  place,  wbere  were  twey  weyes  to  be 
cbosen,  sciL  tbat  on  stony  and  tborny,  And  tbat  ofer  specios  and 
faire,  sett  aboute  witbe  lileis  and  Rosis.     Tbo  spake  fe  wise  man, 
**  loo  !  bere  ben  two  weyes,  as  Jwu  seist ;  Neue?'tbele8,  if  we  goo  by 
tbis  stony  &  scourgy  wey,  it  sbal  lede  vs  to  f e  plenteuous  cyte  fat 
we  desire."     "  ?a,  ser,"  seide  fat  ofer,  "  I  bave  greete  mwraile  of 
you,  For  I  trowe  more  to  myne  owne  yen  than  to  yowr  wordis.     For 
I  see  wel,  and  so  may  je,  fat  fis  *  wey  is  stony,  and  vnesy  for  to  goon; 
and  as  I  baue  y-burde  say,  tbere  ben  in  it  iy.  Armyd  men,  for  to 
tume  vs,  or  to  fi3t  with  vs,  if  we  come  f  erin ;  And  f crfore  y  do  f e  to 
knowe,  fat  I  wol  go  by  fis  wey,  and  not  by  fat"     "Certayne," 
seide  fat  of er,  "  and  if  we  go  by  fat  wey,  we  sbal  be  led  into  fe 
Cite  tbat  is  in  f e  nortfi,  wbere  as  is  no  mercy,  but  gret  sorowe  and 
care,  to  ati  fat  goith  f erto."     "  Je,  ^e,"  quof  fe  foole,  "  fis  wbicb  I 
see  opynly  wol  I  trowe  more  tban  sucb ;  And  f  erfor  I  woti  algatis 
bolde  it."     Tbo  spake  f  e  wise  man,  "  Now  sitb  I  dranke  f i  bloode, 
in  tokne  of  frendsbip,  f orsotb  I  woti  not  late  f e  goo  ati  one,  wbat  so 
euer  bappe  wit^  me  in  tyme  to  come."    So  f  es  too  kny3tis  3ede  forti 
'  frendis,  MS.         "  )»at  )»Rt,  MS.         '  tokenig,  MS.         *  leaf  164,  col.  1. 
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on  \>ia  wey ;  And  anoon  i^j.  knyjtis  mette  wltH  hem,  And  receivid  hem 
'woishipfally,  and  servid  hem  as  for  oo  ny^t ;  And  on  ^e  morowe  ])ey 
arose,  and  tooke  hire  wey  toward  ])e  foisaide  Cite  of  the  nor]>.  And 
anoon  as  J^ei  were  wtt^  Inne  ^e  Cite^  the  Cachepollys  And  the  mynistris 
of  the  Emp^rour  mette  witk  hem,  and  seide,  '*  Siris,  what  doo  30 
here  in  fia  cite  t  For  it  is  long  argon  sitH  je  wel  knewe  what  was 
]>e  lawe  of  ^ia  place,  And  J^erfore,  sens,  )e  most  haue  ^  lawe." 
Anoon  fei  bond  the  wise  kny3te,  and  put  him  in  pn'son) ;  and  ]>e 
fond  kny^t  fei  cast  in  a  dich  place.  And  so  it  happid  after  aH  this, 
]>at  ^e  domys-man  come  to  ]>e  Cite,  for  to  sitte  vp  on)  brekers  of  ]ie 
law&  And  anoon)  aH  |»at  were  in  prtson)  apperid  afore  ^e  luge, 
Among*  ])e  which  come  ]»es  too  kny3tiB,  ]»at  is  to  sey,  ])e  wise  kny3t 
and  fe  lewde,  saV.  the  wise  kny3te  out  of  pnsoi]),  And  ]ie  lewde  kny3te 
ont  of  fQ  dich.  Anooi])  the  wise  man  seide,  ''Sir,  I  make  hei^ 
complaynt  ypon)  my  felowe,  and  sey  that  he  is  cause  of  my  detiL 
For  whenne  bothe  we  wei'  atwene  ]>e  too  weys,  ])at  is  to  sey, 
bitwene  }e  Cite  of  ])e  Eest  And  ))is  Cite,  I  tolde  to  my  felowe  the 
periH  of  piB  Cite,  And  ])e  profit  of  ])at  oper ;  And  he  wolde  not  trowe 
me,  but  seide,  that  he  trowid  moi*  to  his  owes)  yes)  ])an  to  me ;  And 
for  he  was  felawe,  I  wold  not  late  him  goo  by  him  selfe,  but  come 
wtt^  him ;  And  )»erfore,  sir,  I  say  ])at  he  is  cause  of  my  deth.'' 
Thenne  spake  ])e  lewde  kny3te,  and  saide,  ''  sir  he  is  gilty  of  my 
dei£,  and  I  shaH  tell  you  cause  why.  For  3e  knowe  wele  echou), 
that  I  am  a  foole,  And  he  is  a  wise  man.  And  ferioie  he  shold  not  so 
lijtely  haue  levid  my  lewdenesse,  but  Lgoo  J>e  goode  wey ;  For  if  fat 
he  had  lefte  ])at  wey,  I  wold  at  ])e  last  haue  folowid  him."  Then 
spake  the  luge,  "  For  ]yat  ])0U  so  li3tly  consentedist  to  his  lewidnesse. 
And  poUy  foole,  for  fou  woldist  not  folowe  ))e  consaile  of  }q  wise  man, 
Therfore  I  deme  yowe  bothe  to  be  hongyd."  and  so  it  happid  in 
dede;  And  aH  men  ^hiely  comTnendid  fe  luge,  fat  3afe  so  rightfully 
a  doom,  &c. 

>  leaf  154,  ool.  2. 
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MORALITE. 


Siris,  fis  Emperour  is  to  vndirstond  our  Lord  ihesu.  crist.  The 
Cite  in  ]>e  East  is  f e  kyngdom  of  hevene,  In  pe  whicR  is  tresoui 
vntoldy  But  to  )yis  Cite  is  a  )>omy  wey  and  a  sharp,  scil.  penaunce 
and  tribulacion)  in  erfe ;  For  it  is  wretyn)  thus,^  Arta  et  angusia^ 
est  via  que  ducit  ad  vitam,  This  is  to  sey,  Strait  and  disesy  is  J>e  way 
^at  ledit^  to  life.  And  in  J^is  ben  kny^tys  iij.  sci7.  |7e  flesfi,  )>e 
wordle,  and  |»e  deyiH,  wM  ]7e  which  \om  most  £31,  and  haue  ^q 
▼ictorie,  or  thowe  come  to  Hevene,  By  })e  Cite  in  ]?e  Northe  is 
vndirstond  Hett,  As  it  is  wretin,  Paiidetur  omne  malum,  This  is  to 
sey,  fro  |»e  north  shaH  be  shewid  ail  IveH.  And  to  )>is  Cite  in  )ie 
north,  fat  ia  to  vndirstond  Helle,  is  a  broode  way,  And  is  bisette 
vriih  many  thingis  dilectable ;  And  by  f\a  wey  goith  many.  By  pQ 
iij.  kny3tis  ]}at  ben  in  pia  wey,  ^at  fyndith  necessarijs,  ben  vndir- 
stond pryde  of  lyfe,  Couetise  of  yen),  And  Couetise  of  flesh,  by  fe 
which  iij.  a  wrecchid  man  is  gretly  delitid  ^  for  ])e  tyme,  And  lad  to 
the  Cite  of  Helle,  fat  is  futt  of  sorowe.  And  by  J)e  ij.  kny3tis,  BciL 
])e  wise  man  and  ])e  lewid  man,  ben  vndirstonde  fe  soule  and  fe 
flesh ;  For  ])e  soule  is  wise,  and  ])e  fle^  is  ener  lewid,  and  buxom  to 
do  EviL  Theise  ij.  ben  felowis,  &  fastenyd  to-geder,  for  to  stonde  to 
wele  or  to  wo.  The  soule  chose  pe  wey  of  penaunce.  And  in  aH  Jat 
it  may,  it  sterith  the  flesh  ))6rto.  But  fe  lewde  fle^,  ]>at  hath  no 
mynde  of  perilis  })at  ben  to  come,  takith  dilectacion)  of  the  wordle, 
and  fleith  fe  way  of  penaunce ;  So  })at  in  tyme  of  deth  pe  soule  is 
y-bondon)  in  Je  p^'^sone  of  helle.  And  fe  flesh  is  castyne  in  to  a  dich, 
8ciL  a  grave  or  a  buryeH.  And  when  fe  domys-man,  set?,  our  Lord 
ihesxi  crist,  comyth  to  deme,  Than  J)e  soule  shaH  pleyne  vpon  J>e 
flesh.  And  ])e  flesh  vpou)  ])e  soule,  But  ])e  domys-man,  that  woH  not 
be  stoppyd  for  prayer  ne  for  mede,  ShaH  ))anne  dampny  ]?e  soule,  for 
she  folewid  ]>e  instigaciou)  of  pe  flesh,  And  the  flesh,  for  it  wolde 
obeye  and  triste  to  pe  soule.  And  )>erfore  late  vs  study  to  tame  our 
flesh,  fat  it  obey  vnto  god.  And  so  by  argument  we  shuH  hauo 
cuerlastyng  life  Li  blisse.  God  graunt  vs  fat  of  his  endelos  mercy ! 
Qui  cum  patre,  &c. 

>  this,  MS.  '  angustia,  MS.  '  and  for  MS. 
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[IX.] 
[EMPERATOR  FREDERICUS.] 

(tHB  bloody  8HIRT.      OF  A  KNIGHT  WHO  RESTORED  A  PRINCESS  TO  H£B 
KINGDOM,   AND  OF  HER  GRATITUDE  TO   HIM.      HARL.  MS,  7333.) 

1  Ijlredrericus  was  a  wise  Emperour,  regnyng*  in  Je  Cite  of  Rome, 
JL  tlie  which  hadde  a  faire  douter ;  And  whanne  ]>e  Emperour  was 
in  his  deih-hedde,  he  bequathe  to  his  dowt^  aH  his  Empiie.  So  what 
tyme  f&i  a  Certayne  Erie  hurde  of  this,  aft^  ])e  deth  of  )>e  Emp^rour, 
he  come  to  fe  dameselle,  and  sterid  hire  to  synne,  and  anoon  the 
dameselle  enclined  to  his  wordis.  So  whanne  ])e  dameselle  was 
filid  with  synne,  he  put  hire  out  of  hire  Empire ;  And  ]»an  she  made 
lamentacion)  more  than  ony  man  can  trowe.  And  3ede  into  an  oper 
kyngdome  or  cuntre.  So  it  happid  in  a  cartayne  day,  as  she  sat  in 
hire  sorowe  and  weping,  she  sawe  afer  comyng  to  hire-ward  a  faire 
yong  knyjte,  sitting  vp  on  a  faire  hors ;  &  come  to  hire,  and  salowid 
hire,  and  askid  of  hire  ]>e  cause  of  hire  sorowe,  Thanne  saide  she, 
**  My  worshipfuH  lord,  I  haue  gret  cause  to  sorowe.  I  am  come  of 
gret  blode  &  RiaH ;  the  Emperour  was  my  fadir,  and  when  he  deyde, 
he  made  me  his  eyi',  for  he  had  no  moo  children  fan  me.  Whan 
he  was  ded,  ]i6r  come  a  kny^t,  and  spoiled  me  of  my  virginite ;  and 
af tar  ]m  synne,  he  put  me  out  of  myne  heritage,  In  so  moch  that  I 
aske  nowe  my  brede  fro  dore  to  dore ;  And,  lording  myne,  if  it  be 
your  wille,  |»is  is  ^e  cause  of  my  sorowe/'    Tho  spake  ])e  kny^t,  and 

*  leaf  154,  baok,  ool.  1. 
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[  XLT.   leaf  56,  back.] 

A  maydyu)  there  was  myghty  anci  riche,  that  had  a  kyngdome 
Endewecl  with  aH  goodes,  and  myghty.  that  sawe  an  Enviouse 
kyng*,  and  futt  of  giles,  and  thought  to  putt  here  oute  of  here  kyng- 
dome; nere  the  lese  he  wiste  wele,  that  he  myght  not  ouerecome 
hire,  ne  make  here  blynde  be  giftes.  but  he  was  besy  wtt^  gile, 
and  come  to  hire  with  a  fayned  frendship ;  and  so  prively  he  be- 
giled  here,  and  with  fraude  ouarcome  here,  and  Ynrightfully  caste 
hire  oute  of  this  kyngdome.  Than  the  maydyn)  leyid  longe  in 
pou^rte  and  wrechidnesse,  wantyng^  virtue  and  richesse,  and  myght 
not  como  agayno  to  hire  heritage.     But  tho  sono  of  a  kyng*  mosto 
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saide,  "Now  sotRly,  damyselle,  JjLb  is  yveH  I-do,  and  grete  com- 
passioD)  I  liaue  on  ])e ;  And  J^erfore,  if  ^ou  wolt  graunte  to  me  oo 
thing,  sothly  I  shaU  fi^te  for  tbyne  heritage,  and  behote  pe  the 
victorie."  **  A  !  lord,  alas  !"  quof  she  *'  for  I  have  nothing  to  ^eve 
))e  but  my  selfe."  "  And  I  aske  noon  o^er  of  pe,  but  that  fou.  be 
my  love,  and  love  non)  so  wele  as  me«"  And  ])enne  saide  she,  ^*  Jis, 
lord,  and  ))at  I  behote  the.''  Theune  spake  he,  ^'  3it  I  woH  hauo 
an  o^ir  certayne  of  ]>e,  as  |»is:  If  it  happe  me  to  dye  for  pe  in 
batiti,  and  not  to  have  victory,  ])at  ^u  sette  out  my  blody  serke  on  a 
perch  afore,  for  twey  skilis ;  the  first  is,  )>at  fe  si3te  of  my  serke  may 
meve  ])e  to  wepe,  as  ofte  tyme  as  pon  lokist  peron ;  The  secunde  skilo 
is,  for  I  wott,  that  whenne  ony  man  comyth  to  |»e,  for  to  haue  ^e  to 
wife,  ^at  poa  renne  to  ]>e  serke,  and  biholde  ])e  serke,  and  sey  to  ))i 
selfe,  **  god  forbede  ])at  euer  I  sholde  take  ony  to  my  husbond,  after 
J>e  deth  of  }>is  lord,  which  deyde  for  my  loue,  and  Kecoueryd  myne 
heritage ! ' "  And  ^enne  saide  fe  lady,  "  My  worshipfuH  sir,  att  J>is, 
vriih  fe  grace  of  god  I  shaH  fuHfiH.''  And  when  fe  kny^te  hurde 
))iB,  ^he  jafe  Bataile  a^on  the  Erie,  and  hadde  pe  victory.  Neuerthelea 
he  gate  his  deth  ther,  and  biqua)>  his  serke  to  his  love,  for  whom  he 
deyde,  commaundyng*  pat  she  shold  holde  covenaunt.  Thenne  whan 
she  hurde  of  his  deth,  She  made  grete  lamentacion)  many  days ;  But 
whenne  she  sawe  his  blody  serke,  ail:  her  bowelis  weere  troubelyd 
more  than  tunge  may  telle ;  And  hongyd  it  vp  on  a  perche  in  hire 
chambir,  And  at  euery  tyme  ^at  she  lokid  on  ))e  serke,  she  wepte  fuH 

*  leaf  154,  back,  col.  2. 
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myghty  loued  that  maydyn),  an^  was  steriiJ  with  pite,  and?  wedded 
that  maydyn,  that  he  hacJ  longe  loued,  that  he  myght  bryng*  the 
maydyn)  agayne  to  here  heritage,  be  victorie  of  bataylle,  that  she 
had?  ^  vnrightfully  loste.  Therfore  in  batayle  agaynes  the  tyraunte 
be  laughte,  and  gladly  was  woundid ;  neuer  the  lese  he  was  a  noble 
ouercomere,  and  seide  to  his  spouse,  that  he  moste  deye  in  batayle, 
ande  so  haue  the  victorie.  And  so  the  maydyn)  rose  oute  of  the 
bedde  of  wrechidnesse  and  pouerte,  and  had  hire  kyngdome ;  and 
toke  the  cote-armot^r  of  hire  housbonde,  that  was  aH  be-spryngol(^ 
with  blode,  and  hange  it  in  hire  prevey  chambre,  that  it  myght  be  aH 

*  leaf  67. 
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sore.  The  lordis  of  })e  lond,  seying  howe  the  Empiie  was  wonne,  To 
hiie  they  come,  and  wolde  have  I-hadde  hire  to  wife.  Thenne  whenne 
she  had  enteiyd  ]>e  chainhir,  and  sawe  ))e  hlody  serke,  she  seide  wiVi 
a  lamentabiU:  Yoys,  "  Alias  !  ))at  I  shold  take  ony  husbond,  after  \q 
lord  that  daide  for  me,  And  wan  myne  heritage ! "  And  so  she 
answerid  to  aH  ]}at  come  to  hire  for  that  erende,  and  fayi^  endid  hire 
lyfe,  &c. 

HORALITE. 

Deere  frendis,  Jis  Emperonr  is  fe  fadir  of  hevyn.  J)e  only 
doubter,  that  is  so  faire  and  so  fresh,  is  })e  soule  of  man,  ]}at  is  made 
to  his  owne  likenesse,  to  whom  god  hath  3eyin  and  beque]>on  his 
Empire,  )>at  is  to  sey,  paradise.  But  |7.enne  comith  an  Erie,  scih  })e 
devitt,  and  excity]?  hire  to  synne.  As  whenne  he  saide,  QudeumqxiQ 
hora  iiide  coTuederitis,  eritia  eicut  dii.  This  is  to  sey.  In  what  houre 
}Kit  96  etyn)  of  pis  fhite,  30  shuH  be  as  goddis.  And  so,  for  breking* 
of  ^e  commaundement  of  god,  we  were  aH  y-put  out  of  the  heritage 
of  paradise  into  pe  kyngdoma  of  ]>e  wordle,  and  ])at  in  gret  wrecchid- 

nesse,  as  scripture  shewith,  In  sudore  vtUtus  tui  &c.     But  Jienne 
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wey  redy  to  hire  sighf.  Afterwarde,  be  processe  of  tyme,  come  to  hire 
noble  men,  for  to  wedde  here.  She  answeridf,  and  seide,  that  hire 
housbonde  had  shewed  to  here  so  many  tokens  of  loue,  that  neuer 
she  shttld  take  othere  housbonde.  and  if  it  happenyd  any  tyme 
that  hire  mynde  for  frealte  begone  to  bowe,  be  delectacion),  Anone 
she  rose  vp,  and  wente  into  here  Chambyre,  and  behelde  the  cote- 
armour  of  hire  housbonde,  that  was  be-spryngelid  with  blode ;  and 
wepte  for  the  dethe  of  here  housbond,  for  grete  loue ;  and  so  aH  )>e 
wille  of  weddyng*  sesid. 

[Deolaracic]  What  shuti  we  vndirstonde  by  this  maydyn), 
that  hath  this  ryaH  kyngdome,  but  mankynde  beyng*  in  paradise  1 
Mankynde  was  fyrste  in  the  state  of  Innocencie,  and  had  gyven) 
of  god  spir/tuatt  richesse,  to  with-stonde  his  aduersaries ;  as 
seynte  Austyn)  seithe,  in  an)  Omelie,  the  prince  of  yices,  while 
he  ouercome  Adam),  that  was  made  of  slyme  of  the  Erthe  to 
the  Image  of  god,  and  armyd  with  chastite  and  clennesse,  arayed 
with  temperaunce,  and  made  shynyng"  with  charite.  The  enemy 
spoyled  oure  fyrste  parente  of  his  giftos,  and  of  his  money,  and 
goodes,  and  also  slowe  hyni).  And  after  that  mankynde  was  putt 
oatc  of  paradise,  he  was  longe  in  poue^iK;  and  miserei ;  neuer  the 
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coraitti  a  wele  faire  kny3te  and  a  strong,  scil,  pai  is  to  sey,  our  lord 
ihejm  crist,  pe  which  hadde  compassion)  of  mankynde ;  and  he  drowe 
matrimony  wtt^  vs,  ))at  is  to  say,  whan  ])at  he  tooke  oar  kynde,  and 
hayld  hatail  a^enst  the  devili,  and  gate  our  heritage.  And  periare, 
sens,  late  ys  do  as  dude  ])e  dameselle,  late  us  [honge  the]  serke,  set/. 
'  a  fresh  mynde,  yp  on)  pe  perche  of  our  herte,  acil.  to  sey  howe  ^t 
our  lord  ihe^u  criste  shadde  his  hloode  for  vs ;  And  ])enne  if  ony, 
Bcil,  the  deviH,  or  ])e  flesh,  or  eny  oper  stery  vs  to  synne,  lat  ts 
renne  swiftely  to  pe  ])03t  of  pe  passion)  of  crist,  and  sey,  ]}at  we  woU 
haue  non)  oper  hut  him  ^at  so  shadde  his  bloode  for  vs,  for  we 
ahold  haue  euerlasting  life  in  blisse.  To  pe  which  he  vs  bring  that 
is  Lord  euerlasting !  Ad  quam  nos  peiducat  I  Amen. 
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lese  the  sone  of  hym)  that  is  hieste,  that  is,  the  Sone  of  go<¥,  loayd 
hire ;  as  it  is  saide,  wtt^  parfite  charite  I  haue  louy(}  that ;  And 
therfore  hauyng<  mercy  I  haue  drawen)  pe ;  the  which  he  weddid  in 
his  incarnacion).  the  Sone  of  god  ynyed  hym)  to  mankynde  to 
pe  dethe ;  and  aB  thoughe  pe  soule  were  partid  fro  the  bodie,  neuer 
the  lese  the  soule  and  the  bodye  with  in  iij.  dayes  were  ynyed  to  the 
godhede ;  and  feghtyng^  godis  sone  Criste,  god  and  man),  with  the 
deuytt,  he  was  slayne  in  bataylle,  and  of  his  yictorie  man)  kynde 
was  brought  agayne  into  the  kyngdome  of  heuyh).  Therfore  the 
armys  of  oure  spouse  Ihe^  Cn'ste,  that  so  many  tokens  of  loue  hathe 
shewed  to  ys,  moste  be  hanged  in  oure  preyey  Chambre,  that  is,  in 
oare  herte  and  in  our  mynde,  that  it  may  be  a  shewyng*  euerj  day 
to  pe  Eyen)  of  our  soule ;  as  it  is  written),  the  dethe  of  my  wele  be* 
louyd  sone,  that  he  suffred  for  ^  my  helthe,  moste  att  weye  be  had  in 
mynde.  But  oure  Enemeis  drawyng*  ys  to  delectable  thinges,  wolde 
wedde  ys,  and  bryng<  ys  to  synne.  we  shall  then  answere  heni) 
thus,  "  While  I  haue  in  mynde  the  blode  of  hym)  that  was  so  kynde, 
^ande  kyng',^  how  shuld  I  hym  forsake,  that  the  dethe  for  me  wolde 
take  ?  Nay,  for  sothe,  I  shall  not  so,  for  he  brought  me  from  mekitt 
woo.*'  Therfore  turne  we  the  Eyen)  of  oure  mynde  to  the  armys  of 
oure  spouse,  that  was  aH  besprengild  with  his  blessyd  blode.  Then 
all  confusion),  consente,  and  dilectacione  to  synne  shall  sese,  by  the 
variue  and  myght  of  his  blessyd  passyoh)  and  dethe. 

*  leaf  57,  back.  '  These  two  words  seem  euperflaoua. 
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[X.] 
[EMPERATOR  APPOLANIUS.] 

(of  THB  SFEAKINQ  statue  made  by  VIROIL,  AND  OF  FOOUS  THE  SMITH. 

HARL,  US.  7333.) 

^  Appolanius  regnyd  in  Eome,  pe  which  maade  to  be  ordenyd,  as 
for  a  lawe,  pst  ec&  man  sholde,  yp  peyne  of  det£,  kepe  pQ  day  of  pQ 
burt£L  of  ])e  Emperour,  as  for  a  festfoH  day.  And  per£oTe  he  callid 
to  him  virgilie,  ]>e  philo^ophre,  &  saide,  ''  Goode  maister,  I  suppose 
wele,  pai  per  ben  many  trespassis  don)  a^enst  my  lawe,  pe  which  ben 
kept  so  prively,  ]>at  I  may  not  knowe  hem ;  And  ferfore  I  wolde 
pray  pe  to  make  for  me  some  crafte,  by  ]»e  which  I  may  come  to  the 
knowlich  of  such  prive  trespace."  So  shortely  to  seyn),  this  virgilie 
made  by  his  crafle  an  ymage  or  a  statute,  and  sett  him  in  ])e  myddys 
of  pe  Cite,  pe  which  sholde  shewe  and  telle  to  pe  messagers  of  ^e 
Emperour  the  namys  of  hem  ])at  breke  ]>e  lawe  of  ]>e  empe7*our ;  and 
by  this  were  mony  men  accusid.  In  ])is  same  tyme  per  was  a  smith 
in  pe  Cite,  that  was  y-callid  Foetid,  pe  which  helde  not  pe  day  of  pe 

Emp^rour.     So  as  he  lay  in  his  bed,  he  thowte  pdX  pia  ymage  accnsid 

>  leaf  155,  ool.  1. 
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[  m.  leaf  8,  back.  ] 

Appolonios  in  the  Cite  of  Eome  reigned,  that  ordeynecl,  for^  a  law, 
that  eche  man  shold  'holds,  ypon)'  payne  of  dethe,  the  day  of 
his  birthe  as  an  holy  day.  And  calledf  to  hym  virgile,  and  saidi 
to  hym,  "  My*  dere  maister,  'I  woldf  have  the  day  of  my  birthe  kept 
as  an  holy  day,  but*  happely  there*  shaH®  be  agayn)  the  law  many 
prive  synnes,  'to  breke  it.^  IT  Therfore  I  pray  the,  make  suche  crafte, 
by  the  which  I  may  know  the  'trouthe,  and  who  be  brekers  of  the 
law."  And  he  said,  "  Thi  wille  shalle  be  done."  If  Anon)  virgile  by 
his  wycche-craft®  made  an  ymage  in  the®  myddes  of  the  Citee  of 
Home.  So  that  Image  ^®  was  wonte  to^^  shew  and  for  to  telle  the^^ 
messangers  of  the  Emp^rour  alle  'theym)  that  didden)  ayeust^^  the 
Empcrours  biddying ;  wherfore  the  ymage  accusecJ  many.  If  There 
was  that  tyme  dwellyng^*  in  the  Citee  ^*  a  Smyth,  whos  name  was 
**Foku8,  that  the  day  of  the  Emperoui'  on)  no  wise  kept  halyday.  So^^ 

'  Om.        •  kepe  on.         •  Om.        *  Om.        *  Om.  .      •  shold.        '  Om. 

•  craffce.         »  Om,        **  The  ymage.         "  for  to.        "  to  the. 

"  hem  that  dyd  agftyne.        "  (hih.        '*  cite  of  Rome.        "  leaf  9. 

"  Om. 
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many,  and  he  dradde  fe  moi' ;  But  £rly  in  the  morowe  he  roe,  and 
3edo  to  pia  ymage,  and  saide,  **  Sey  poWf  felawe,  that  accusist  so  mony, 
and  tellist  such  talys,  I  make  avowe  to  god,  that  if  fan  be  so  bold 
to  telle  of  me,  I  shatt  breke  ])ine  hed  j  what  loreH  art  thou ! "  and 
so  he  3ede^  home  his  wey.  The  Emperour  sent  messagers  to  him 
in  ]>e  same  day,  as  he  was  y-wonyd  afoie,  for  to  knowe  who  was  cul- 
pable in  his  lawe.  Whenne  pe  messagers  were  y-come,  pe  ymage 
saide  to  hem,  "  Hold  vp  yoi^r  hedis,  and  redith  what  is  writen  in  my 
front."  And  fei  founde  J>is  y-wxeten,  Tempora  mutantur;  Homines 
deteriorantur  ;  [qui  voluerit  veritatem  dicei^e,  caput  fractum  habebit;] 
this  is  to  sey, '  tymys  ben  chaungid ;  and  men  ben  hyndred,  or  tumyd, 
or  I-made  worse ;  but  he  })at  woH  sey  soth,  shatt  haue  a  broke  hede,' 
"  and  ^erfore  goith  home,  and  teUith  your  lord  aH  ]>at  je  haue  seyne, 
&  hurde,  and  rad.''  They  jede  home  in  hire  way,  and  iolde  )k) 
Emperour  att  J^es  thingis.  Thenne  spake  fe  emperour,  -with  a 
grevous  contynaunce,  ''  I  commaunde  ])at  30  go  a3en  y-armyd,  and  if 
30  finde  ony  pai  wott:  offende  or  threte  him,  bring'  him  to  me 
y-bound  fot  and  bond."    Thei  3ede  a3en  to  fe  ymage,  and  saide, 

'  39,  MS.  '  and  bring,  MS. 
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on  a  tyme,  as  he  lay  in  his  bedde,  he  thought  this  ymage  accused^ 
many;  If  And  'on  the*  morow  he  arose*  erly,  and  went  to  the  ymage, 
and  said  to  hym,  '*  Thou  art  he  that  accuseth^  aH.  I  make  a  vowe 
to  my  god,  that  yf  thou  accuse  me,  I  shaH  breke  thyne  hede." 
Whan  he  had  thus  said,  he  went  home.  If  The  Emperouf  the  other'' 
day  sent  messangers  to  the  ymage,  as  he  was  wonte  to  do,  that  he 
shuld  telle  hym  trouthe®  of  'hem  that  wroughten)  ayensf  his  law. 
If  The  ymage  said  vnto®  the  messangers,  "  lifte  vp  youi*  eyen),  and  se 
what'^  is  written)  in  my  forhede."  They  loked,  and  saw  this^* 
scripture,  The^^  tymea  are  cJiaunged,  and  men  are  made  worse ;  he 
that  wille  telle  trouthCy^  shaYL  Jiave  a  brokerd  hede.  Go^*  therfore, 
and  shew^*  to  youre  lord  that  ye  have  seen  and  radde.**  H  The  messan- 
gers went,  'and  shewed  to  the  Emperour^  ^^  what  thei  had  seen  and 
rad.  Than  the  Emperour  said,  "  gothe  armed  to  the  ymage,  and  yf 
ye  fynde  any  that  manaseth  hym,  bryng  hym  to  me  bounde  bothe^* 
handes  and  feete.'*  If  The  messangers  went  to  the  Image,  and  said  to 

'  accusyth.        'at.        *  rose.        *  accusyst         *  tother.        *  aothe. 

''  them  that  wrought  ageyn.  'to.  •  that.  '•  the.  "  Om. 

"  sothe.       "  Gothe.       ^*  ahewyth.       '^  to  the  Emperour,  and  shewyth  hym. 
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**  do  vs  to  knowe,  if  Jer  be  ony  fat  thretenitH  fe ;  For  we  ben  redy 
to  venge  })e."  "Takith,"  quo]?  fe  ymage,  "  Focus,  ]?e  smytfi,  for  he 
kepitfi  not  f  e  day  of  J)e  Emperour."  Anoon  thei  broujte  })e  smytR 
afore  fe  Emp^rour ;  and  the  Emperour  reprevid  him,  for  he  kepte 
not  fe  day  of  his  borth.  Herkenith  nowe  the  answore  of  the  smyth. 
— "  Sir,"  he  seide,  "me  most  euery  day  nedis  laboure,  and  des^rue 
viij.  pense ;  And  I  may  not  gete  hem  but  I  travaile  perfore ;  And 
jMjrfore,  sir,  I  may  not  kepe  your  day  more  than  oJ?er."  Thenne 
saide  fe  empei'our,  "how  so?  wherfore  most  pon  ^haue  enery  day 
viij*  1 "  The  smyth  saide,  "  forsoth,  sir,  for  y**  me  most  euery  day 
jelde  and  paye,  As  for  my  dette ;  me  most  leene  ij* ;  spend  ij* ;  and 
lese  ij*."  Thenne  saide  fe  emperoure,  "telle  me  this  tale  more 
exprcssely."  "  Sire,**  quo]?  focus,  "  I  pay  euery  day  ij  *  to  my  fadir ; 
for  whenne  I  was  yong,  he  spende  ech  day  so  moch  vpou)  me,  and 
for  he  is  nowe  an  old  man),  and  may  not  helpe  him  selfe,  I  most 
nede,  by  way  of  kinde  and  of  resoh),  jeld  him  ij^  Also  I  lene  ij'  to 
my  sone,  for  his  sustinaunce,  desiring*  that  he  reward  hem  to  me 

'  leaf  155,  col.  2. 

[Second  Version,     Addit.  MS,  9066.] 

hym,  "  say  vs  trouthe ;  yf  there  be  any  man  that  manaseth  the,  we 
shali  take  on  him  vengeaunce."  If  The  ymage  said,  "  take  Foke,  the 
Smy^,  for  he  it  is  that  on  no  maner  kepeth  the  day  of  the  Emperoui^." 
Anon)  thei  toke,  and  ladden)  the  Smyth  to  the  Emperour ;  and  he 
blamed  hym  Vhi  he^  kept  not  his  day.^  IT  He  said,  '*  My  lord,  I 
beseche  you  here  me,  and  yf  I  aunswere  resonably,  have^  me  excused, 
and  els  I  put  me  in  youre  grace."  IT  The  Emperour*  said,  "  I  shaH 
here  the,  and  that  is  right  I  shaH  do."  IT  The  Smyth  said,  "  'My  lord,* 
every  day  I  must  have  Eight  pens,  and  this  I  may  not  have  but  yf  I 
worke ;  and  therfore  I  may  not  kepe  'no  haliday,  no  more^  that  day 
than  another'."  IT  The  Emperour  said,  "  Whi  must  thou  have  Eight 
pens  1 "  ^  He  said,  "  For  every  day  me  must  yeld  ij.  pens,  lese  y .  pens, 
lene  ij.  pens,  and  spende  ij.  pens."  The  Emperour  said,  "  Say  me 
prestly  what  thou  menest  by  this  viij.  pens."  He  said,  "  ij.  pens  I 
am  beholden)  to  yeld  to  my  fadir  eveiy  day ;  for  whan  I  was  yonge, 
my  fadir  spent*  on  me  \j.  pens,  and  now  he  is  olde,  and  may  not  help 
hym  selfe,  wherfore,  by  wey  of  kynd,  I  am  beholden)^  to  help  hym ; 
therfore  thise  ij.  pens  I  yeld  to  hym  for  his  sustenaunce.  IF  Also  I 
lene  ij.  pens  to  my  sone,  [by^]  the  whiche  [he®]  is  susteyned;  that 

*.  wbych.         '  halyday.         •  bathe.        *  Om,        *  Om,        ^  spendyd, 

'  holde,        •  Supplied  from  C. 
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a3eii,  when  I  fatt  in  to  age,  and  may  not  worc&,  as  I  do  nowe  to  my 
fadir.  And,  sir,  I  leese  ij*,  that  is  to  sey,  vpon)  my  wife."  "  Why 
on  f i  wife  1 "  quo])  f e  Empcrour.  "  Sir,  for  ^e  knewe  neucr  woman, 
but  if  she  hadde  on  of  theise  poyntys,  scil.  ]>at  is  to  sey,  or  she  woH 
folewe  hire  owne  witi,  or  contrarie  J»e  wiH  of  hire  husbond,  or  ellis 
she  is  of  an  hot  complexion).  Also,  sir,  I  spende  ij^  vpon)  myselfe, 
in  mete  and  drinke  j  and  ^e  wite  wele,  ])is  is  litel  y-now."  Tho  seide 
fe  emperour,  "By  my  lewte,  fis  is  wel  answeryd,  and  Resonabilly 
spoken."  The  emperour  deyde  sone  aft^,  and  focus  ]>e  smytH  was 
I-chosen  into  ])e  Emperour,  for  the  goode  acounte  ])at  he  made  of 
his  viij*. 

MORALITE. 

Goode  men,  who  is  ])is  Emperour  ?  Hope  we  hit  is  our  lord  ihesn 
crist,  ])e  which  hath  ordeyned  for  lawe,  ]}at  ech  man  shold  kepe  ^e 
saboth  day.  virgil  that^  payntith  &  settit^  this  ymage,  is  ]}e  Holy 
gost,  ]}e  whi(^  settith  vp  a  prechour,  to  shewe  vertuys  &  vicis,  not 
sparing  no  moi'  ]}e  rich  pan  ]>e  poore.  but  nowe  on  days,  if  the 
prechour  seye  soth,  or  teti  ho  brekith  pQ  comTTiaundement,  or  fe  wiH 

'  than,  MS. 
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whan  I  come  to  age,  or  to  poverte,  he^  may  'helpe  me,  *and'  yeW  me 
thise  ij.  pens  agayne,  as  I  do  to  ^  my  fadir.  ^  Also  ij.  pens  I  lese,  and 
that  is  on  my  wyf*."  If  The  Emperour  said,  "  Whi  on  thi  wyf*?" 
he  said!,  "  Where  'herd  ye*  ever  of  wyf,  but®  she  wold!  have  one  of 
thise  'thre ;  First  she  wUle  in  any  wise  "^  have  her  owne  wille,  or  els* 
contrary  to  her  husbondl,  or  els®  hoote  of  complexion) ;  and  therfor© 
what^®  I  yeve  her,  I  lese.  If  Also  ij.  pens  I  spende  on  my  self*,  in  mete 
and  drynk*,  and  that  is  liteH  I-nough."  Than  the  Emperoui^  said, 
**'For  sothe^*  thou  hast  aunswered  wisely."  And  so  he  was  excused. 
Sone  after  that,  the  Emperour  died.  If  And  Foke,  the  Smyth,  was 
chosen  to  be^^  Emperour,  by  cause  that^*  he  so  profitably  had  spended 
his^*  viij.  pens,  and  so  afterward  he  died  in  pease. 

%  Beclaraoio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour^  is  oure  lord  Ihe«u  Crist,  that 
made  this  lawe,  that  every  man  shuld  halow  the  holyday.  By  virgile, 
that  made  the  Image,  to  sey  trouthe.  Is  vndirstond  the  holy  gost,  that 
reiseth  vp  the  prechour  for  to  preche,  and  shew  vertues  and  vices,  so 
that  he  neither  spare  nother  riche  ne  poore,  hye  ne  low.  IT  But  now,  y£ 

*  that  he.         *  leaf  9,  back.        *  Om,        *  now  to.         *  sawyst  thou. 

•  but  that.         ^  ij.  other  she  wolde.         ■  ellys  she  wolde  be.         '  Om, 

"»  what  80.         "  Om,         "  Om.        "  Om.         '*  thes. 
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of  crist,  forsotK  he  shaH  be  thretenyd  of  J>e  enemeys  of  crist,  8c?7. 
Ivel  men,  fe  whicfi  neyfcr  lovitfe  god,  neyfflr  hire  neghcbowre. 
And  )>erfore  in  fe  days  J>at  ben  nowe,  the  prechour  may  sey  J>e  wordis, 
Jat  wei*  wretyn  in  fe  front  of  J>e  ymage,  Tempora  mutantur  [de 
pefore  in  pejus],  Tymys  ben  chaongyd  fro  worse  to  worse ;  Homines 
detetiorantur,  This  is  to  sey,  men  ben  y-channgyd  or  ben  made  worse. 
— ^How  80 1  For  in  tyme  afore  thei  were  deuoute,  blessid,  and  meke, 
and  now  fei  haue  no  deuocioh),  and  ben  cru^,  and  wickid,  and 
havitb  no  soule;  and  yeriore  he  that  wol  sey  soth  now,  may  be 
shent,  and  haae  a  brokyn  ^hed.  And  feriore  hit  is  nedefuH,  ]}at  fer 
stond  armyd  men  by  pQ  prechoor,  sciL  goode  werkis,  for  to  be  witft 
him ;  And  if  it  be  so,  he  dare  not  drede,  if  he  haue  with  him  god  and 
sothfastnesse,  as  the  apostitt  seyeth,  Si  Deus  pro  me,  quis  contra  me. 
This  is  to  sey,  if  God  be  wttA  me,  who  may  be  ajenst) — as  who 
seyit^  noon).  By  ]»is  smyth  focus  is  yndirstond  euery  goode  cristyn) 
man  ]  ^e  which  owith  euery  day  to  worc&  goode  workys,  and  so  ben 
worthi  to  be  presentid  to  ^  Empcnwr  of  Hevene,  by  J>e  mynystris 
of  ])e  same  Emperoi^r,  sct'Z.  angelis  and  holy  sayntis,  ]}at  haven  taken 
heedo  to  his  goode  weikis.     And  as  ]}is  smyth  3elde  ech  day  to  his 

fadir  ij^,  so  owe  we  to  ^elde  to  oure  fadir  of  hevene  o}per  too,  ])at  is 

'  leaf  155,  back,  col.  1. 
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the  prechour  say  trouthe  agayn)  synne,  anon)  he  is  that  that  threteth 
and  manaseth  by  the  enemyes  of  crist,  that  are  wikked  men,  that 
neither  love  god,  ne  her  Eme-cristen).  IT  Wherfore  the  prechour  may 
say  trewly  in  thise  daies  that  was  writen)  in  the  forhede  of  the  ymage, 
Tymes  are  chaunged,  that  is,  fro  wikkednesse  into  worse.  For  olde 
tymes  were  wonte  to  be  to  vs  more  profitable  than  thei  be  now.  And 
men  are  now  made  worse ;  for  thei  were  wonte  to  be  deuoute,  meke, 
and  buxome,  and  now  thei  are  deuoute  in  crewelnesse,  and  have  no 
mercy.  IF  And  tlierfore  who  so  saieth  trouthe  in  thise  daies,  he  shaH 
have  a  broken)  hede.  If  Wherfore  it  is  necessary  that  armedf  men 
stonde  before  the  ymage,  that  is,  the  prechour^.  Tho  are  goode 
werkes  in  every  prechour  or  prelate  of  holy  chirch ;  And  yf  it  be  so, 
than  dare  he  not  drede,  sithen)  thei  have  god  and  trouthe  before 
hem.  For  as  the  ApposteH  saith,  yf  gode  be  yriih  vs,  who  is  agayn) 
vs  1  IT  Foke,  the  Smytli,  that  wrought  as  every  good?  cristen  man, 
that  every  day  oweth  for  to  werke  meritorie  werkes,  and  so  oflre  hym 
before  the  Fadir  of  heven).     IT  This  Foke,  Smyth,  y elded  ij.  pens  to 
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to  sey,  lovo  and  honoz^r.  For  whenne  we  wei*  aH  childiyn  of  pcrdi- 
cion),  and  my^te  not  helpe  vs  selfe,  Thenne  sent  god  adowne  his  o\nie 
geten  sone  to  delyuer  vs  out  of  Jraldoni,  as  seyitfe  saynt  Ion,  Sic 
Deu8  dilexit  munduvn,  vt  JUium  suum  vnigenituvd  daret,  This  is  to 
8ey,  god  lovid  J>e  woi-dle  so  wele,  that  he  fowchid-safe  to  3eve  his 
owon  geten  sone.  Also  as  focus  lent  to  his  sone  o]>er  ij*',  Ri^t  so  owe 
we  to  3elde  to  ^e  sone  of  goode  wiH  and  meretory  worlds,  that  he 
may  ^elde  it  to  vs  a^en  in  the  day  of  dome,  whenne  the  body  shal  be 
glorified  with  fe  soule.  and  paX  he  may  be  callid  our  sone,  it 
ehewith  wele  in  scnptur*,  wher  it  is  y-saide,  Puer  nobis  natus  est,  et 
JUins  datvs  est  nobis,  This  is  to  sey,  A  child  is  borne  to  vs,  and  a 
sone  is  joven  to  vs.  Also  he  lost  ij*  vpon)  his  wife, — ^howe  so  t  )ji 
wife  is  pi  fleshe,  fat  pou  myjte  not  lefe ;  J>e  ij*  but  delectacion)  and 
consenting*,  )>at  pon  hast  to  S3mne ;  And  so  the  flesb  is  euer  contrarie 
to  pe  spirite,  and  redy  to  Ivil.  Also  he  spende  ij*  vpon)  him  selfe, 
as  pMB,  By  ]>e  first  peny  is  vndirstond  penaunce  for  synne,  for  pQ 
wich  pe  soule  is  glorified  in  hevene ;  The  secounde  peny  is  good  per- 
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his  fadir,  IT  Right  so  we  are  holden)  to  yelcJ  y.  pens  to  the  Fadir  of 
heven,  that  is,  love  and  worshippe ;  for  whan  we  are  ^  children)  of 
loRse  and  perdicion),  and  in  servage  of  the  fende,  he  sent  his  sone 
only  to  bye  vs  agayn) ;  »icut  habetur  in  euangelium^  Sic  Deus  dilexit 
muridum,  &c.  ^Foke,  the  Smyth,  lent  ij.  pens  to  his  sone.  This  ij. 
pens  are  om'  goode  werkes,  that  is,  wille  and  meritorie  dedes  ;  whiche 
ij.  werketf  we  owen)  to  lene  to  Ihe^u  Crist  in  this  lyf«,  that  he  may 
yelde  vs  atte  day  of  dome,  whan  the  body  with  the  soule  shaH  be 
glorifiecJ,  that  he  be  our  sone.  If  It  is  written)  in  ysaie  the  prophete, 
a  childe  is  borne  to  vs,  and  a  childe  is  yeven)  to  vs.  This  childe 
Ihesus  sh^  yeld  this  ij.  pens  ;  he  shaH  shew  to  our  bodely  eye  his 
blissedl  manhede  glorifiedf.  And  the  othei'  peny  is  the  sight  of  oure 
soule,  his  glorious  godhede,  the  which  sight  shati  never  faile,  but 
ever  be  ioye  and  blisse,  bothe  to  the  body  and  to  soule.  H  Also  Foke, 
the  Smyth,  lost  ij.  pens  on  his  wyf*.  This  wyf*  is  thyne  owne  flessh, 
the  whiche  thou  maist  not  forsake.  The  ii.  pens,  that  thou  lesest  on 
thi  flessh,  is  eveH  delectacion),  and  consent  to  synne,  in  as  moche  as 
the  flessh  is  alway  contrarie  to  the  spirite,  and  redy  alway  to  eveti. 
U  Also  he  spent  ij.  pens  on  hym  self,  for  his  Mode,  by  the  first  peny 
Ls  vTidirstondf  penaunce  for  synne,  by  the  which  the  soule  is  gladeJ, 
and  in  hcven)  glorified.     By  the  second  peny  is  vnderstondf  goode 

»  were  ?  •  leaf  10. 
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seutfrauncey  ]}at  \om  owist  to  haue  ali  ])e  tyme  of  \i  life;  For  ]>e 
aposteH  8ey]»,  Qt^t  peiseueTauerit  vaqne  in  Jinem,  saluus  erit^  This  is 
to  sey.  He  that  contynuytK  vn  to  the  last  ende,  shi^  he  safe.  And 
Jy^rfoie  if  ym  wolt  in  ))is  Manar  spend  \jn  viij^,  donteles  ]?ou  myjtb 
come  to  ^e  kyndom)  of  heven. 
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peiseveraance,  the  whiche  thou  owest  to  hold  a&  thi  lyf  tyme ;  For 
as  the  Apostett  saith,  he  that  is  perseverannt  in  goode  werkyng,  ynto 
the  ende,  he  shaH  he  sauf*.  ^  And  yf  ye  spend  tluse  ij.  pens  thus, 
as  Foke  did,  ye  shaH  have  everlastyng  lyf*.  To  the  whiche  hrynge 
TB  he  that  reignet&  in  hlisse  with  outeu)  ende  1     Amen. 

MORALITB  IN  AN   O^BR  MANiTJZ. — HARL,  M8.  7388. 

This  Emperour  is  pe  deyiH,  pe  whic&  steritfi  a  man  to  holde  his 
day,  that  is  to  synne,  ^and  to  wroth  god  eu^rmoi^.  Yiigilie  is  fe 
holy  gost,  ^at  sittil^  yp  a  prelate  in  ]>e  chirctL,  to  shewe  and  pro- 
nounce yicis,  &  allege  holy  scripturis  ajenst  synnerys.  The  smyth, 
^t  kepit&  not  pe  holy  day,  and  spendith  viij^  is  ec&  good  cristyn 
man,  ]}at  tumytK  not  to  the  instigacion)  of  ]}e  devitt,  hut  ]>at  tt/myth, 
and  tumit&,  and  stondytfi  wtt^  Griste.  And  per  he  pea  scripturis, 
Tempora  mtUaniur,  for  it  is  tumyd,  ]>at  pe  wordle  chaungith  ener  fro 
worse  in  to  worse ;  Et  Tiominea  defetiorantxa,  hit  is  soth,  men  hen 
slower  and  slower ;  The  ])irde  is,  Si  vermn  diccU^  captd  frangatur^ 
This  is  to  sey,  He  ]>at  seyith  soth,  shal  haue  a  hroken  hed,  sctY.  grete 
thretenyng*,  [and]  crueli  wordis.  And  ]»erfore  per  hen  fewe  nowe  a 
dais  ^at  wott  put  hem  selfe  Pro  domo  larael^  bcU.  for  god.  The 
smyth  ^af  euery  day  ij  to  his  fadir,  And  so  owe  we  for  to  jeve  to  pe 
fadir  of  hevene  honofir  and  love;  to  ^es  too  we  hen  y-hounden. 
This  smyth  lente  to  his  sone  ^'^,  ^at  is  to  sey,  good  wil,  and  goode 
werke,  psit  we  shul  jelde  to  iesu  crist  our  sone;  for  wtt^oute 
dowte,  whenne  we  shul  passy  pia  life,  and  mowe  not  helpe  vs  selfe, 
he  shal  ^elde  to  ts  }e  fowrefold,  as  he  seyith,  Centuplum  aecipietisj 
ei  vitam  etemam  posaidebHis,  This  is  to  sey,  Je  shul  haue  and  take  an 
hnndridfold  meede.  And  30  shul  owe  &  haue  euerlasting  life.  Also 
the  smyth  lost  ij^  Tpon  his  wife ;  so  do  we  Tpon)  our  fiesch,  acil.  pst 

'  leaf  155,  back,  col.  2. 
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is  to  sey,  Ivil  dilectacion),  and  consenting  of  synne.  The  wreechid 
flescK  covetitb  theise  two,  and  whenne  )>ei  haue  it,  hit  is  y-lost,  For 
god  is  ofifendid  by  hem  too  j  And  )}e  flesh  may  wele  be  y-callyd  ^ 
"wife.  For  jit  as  ]>e  wife  is  weddid  by  ordor  of  matrimonye,  &  may  not 
departe^  save  only  deth,  So  ^i  fle^  may  not  be  depaHid  fto  thi 
bonys,  but  by  yiolence,  when'  as  wormys  gnawi]^  it  of.  Also  ]» 
smyth  spendith  ech  day  ij*'  vp  on  him  selfe ;  And  so  shuld  we  eiiery 
day  showe  twey  lovis,  ])at  is  to  sey,  oon  to  god,  ]>at  ])ou  love  him 
wtt/i  aH  ])yne  herte,  with  aH  j^yne  mynde,  with  aH  \\  soule ;  That  o^ 
love  is  to  love  our  neghboure  as  vs  selfe.  And  if  we  ])U8  spend  our 
viij^  wttA  oate  ony  doute  we  shuH  haue  ^  Empiie  of  Hevene,  as 
focus  had  ^  Empiie  of  erth,  Ad  quam  cdeste  imperium,  &o. 


[XI.] 
[EMPERATOK  LENOPPUS.] 

(of  the  drunkards  and  the  innkeeper.  HABL.  MS,   7838.) 

^Lenoppos  was  a  wise  Emp^rour,  and  regnyd  in  Home;  And 
among  aH  othir  vertuys  he  was  mercifuH;  And  for  giete  pyte  lie 
maade  a  lawe,  that  eu^ry  man  f&t  were  blinde,  shuld  haue  an  C*. 
Hit  happid,  ]>at  xiiij.  felawis  were  gon  to-gedre  to  ])e  Cite  of  Borne 
out  of  pe  cuntre,  for  noon  o^er  cause,  but  only  for  to  drinke  wyne. 
And  whenne  ]>ei  vreve  sette  in  the  Taue^me,  ]}ei  cessid  neuer  drinkiug 
by  ])e  space  of  iij.  days  or  iiij,  and  dronke  more  be  moch  pan  )^i 
hadde  money  to  pay  for.  At  pQ  last  the  tauemere  askid  his  payment, 
and  saide,  ])at  noon)  of  them  shuld  passe,  til  tyme  ])at  he  were  payd. 

>  leaf  166,  col.  1. 

[IV.] 

[Secotid  Version.    Addit  MS,  9066,  leaf  10.] 

Teucippus  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Home,  the  whiche  amonge  other 
vertues  that  he  had,  he  was  mercifuti ;  wherfore  of  grete  mercy  he 
ordeyned  a  law,  that  every  blynde  man  shuld  have  an  hundred 
shelynges  of  his  tresoure.  IT  It  fille  on  a  tyme,  that  xxiiij.  men  come 
to  the  Citee,  for  to  drynke  wyne ;  and  aH  thei  went  into  a  Taveme, 
and  there  satte  drynkyng  iij.  daies  or  ii\j.  tille  thei  hadde  dronkeo) 
more  wyne  than  they  had  money  to  paye.  ^  Than  the  Tavemei'  asked 
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Thenne  spake  ooiD  of  ])e  drinkers,  and  saide  to  his  felowis,  "  Seris, 
I  can  t^  you  a  goode  conseil  in  )ns  cas.  Je  wete  wel,  it  is  ])e  lawe 
of  the  Emperoor,  ]>at  eu^ry  blind  man  shuld  haue  to  his  tresour  an 
G* ;  And  ]}erforey  s^ris,  lat  vs  drawe  cut,  and  drawe  oat  his  yen,  on 
ivhom  the  cut  wol  falld ;  And  ])enne  he  may  go  to  j>e  palys,  &  asko 
an  G*  by  )>e  Emp^rouris  lawe,  and  qwite  vs  aH."  And  whenne  the 
other  men  huide  ])is,  they  weie  right  glad,  and  seide^  ]^at  it  was 
goode  conseiL  And  ])ei  drowe  cut ;  and  it  f elle  vp  on  him  j>at  jafe 
^  conseiL  Thenne  his  yen)  were  don  out ;  and  so  he  wente  to  ])e 
Emp6A)uris  stiward,  and  askid  an  C*.  "^ay,"  quo]>  ]>e  senescal, 
''  for  yow.  haddist  goode  sijt  3ist6;*day ;  nay,  felowe,  ])0u  vndirstondiste 
)»e  lawe  wrong.  The  lawe  is  I-sette  for  hem  ]}at  ben  made  blinde  by 
infirmite,  or  by  ]>e  wiU  of  god;  And  \o\x.  haddiste  ij.  yen  in  ]>e 
tau£me,  and  nowe  ])ou  hast  don  hem  out  only  by  \i  selfe.  go  a^en 
to  the  tauamere,^  and  accord  yfiih  him  as  ])0u  may,  for  sothly  j>ou 
shult  of  me  haue  neyther  j^,  ne  obolriSy  ne  (^uadransr  He  jede  ajen 
to  his  felowis^  and  tolde  hem   howe  the  stiward  seide  to  him. 

'  tauerne,  MS. 
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hem  for  his  wyne,  and  said,  '*  none  of*  you  shaH  go,  tille  that  I  be 
paid."  IT  Than  said  one  of  the  drynkers,  "  Wille  ye  ^  have  a  good 
counsaile  1 "  And  they  said,  "  Ye,  I  pray  the."  Than  he  said,  "  ye 
know  aH  wele  everychone,  that  the  Empe^'ours  law  is,  that  every 
blynde  man  shatt  ^have  an  hundred  shelynges  of  the  Emperours 
tresoiye.  If  Therfore  cast  we  lotte  amonge  vs,  and  lette  se  vpone  whom 
the  lotte  shatt  falle,  and  his  bothe  eyen)  lette  be  put  out ;  and  so  he 
may  go  to  the  paleys,  and  after  the  law  aske  in  the  tresorye  of  the 
Emperour  an  hundred  shillynges;  ^  And  with  tho  hundred  shillynges 
-we  may  acquyte  vs  att."  Whan  his  felawes  hadde  herds  this,  thei 
-were  right  glad,  and  saiden,  **  this  is  right  a  good  counsaile.*'  IF  And 
80  anon)  thei  cast  lotte,  and  the  lotte  fille  vpon  hym  that  gafe  the 
eoansaUe ;  and  so  his  felishippe  put  out  his  eyeii).  And  whan  he  was 
biynd,  one  of  his  felawes  lad  him  to  the  paleys ;  and  than  he  asked 
of  the  Steward  an  hundred  shillynges,  as  the  law  was.  If  The  Steward 
said,  ''  Frende,  yisterday  thou  sawe  clere  i-nough«,  and  thou  knowest 
not  how  the  law  is  made.  The  law  was  drdeyned  only  for  men,  that 
of  infirmyte  or  of  goddes  sonde  were  made  blynde,  and  not  for  suche 
as  have  di-onken)  out  her  eyen)  in  the  Taveme ;  wherfore  go  thi  way, 
iCft  here  thou  shalt  have  no  money."   IT  The  wrecched  blynd  man 

*  we,  MS.  *  leaf  10,  baok. 
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Whenne  ^  taiunier  harde  ])i8,  he  spoiled  him  of  all  his  clothis,  and 
bette  him  soore,  and  so  lete  hem  aH  go  with  gret  confusion)^  &c. 

MORALITK. 

Deere  Frendis,  ^is  Emperour  is  our  Lord  iera  crist,  ^  vhic& 
hath  maade  a  lawe,  ]}at  ech  man  ]>at  is  blind,  sct7.  eueiy  erj^elj  man 
that  synnyth,  by  instigacion)  of  j>e  deviH,  of  ]>e  wordle,  or  of  \b 
flesh,  that  if  he  be  sory  for  his  synnys,  as  blind  men  ben  for  hire 
dorkenesse,  he  shalle  haue  an  G*,  ]>at  is  to  sey,  an  hundride  sithis  ioy 
of  victorie;  as  he  seyithe,  Ceniuplum  accipietis,  et  vitam  eiernam 
pomdebitUf  vt  supra.  And  so  is  a  synner  callid  blind.  The  felowia 
that  comyth  to  ]>e  tau^me,  er  synners,  ]}at  gon  ofte  tyme  to  the 
tauerne  of  fe  deviH,  And  drinkith,  sciZ.  wastith  &  cotisumyth  aH  >e 
yertuys  ]»at  ]>ei  Keceivid  in  Baptisme ;  And  so  the  deviH  spoilith  hem 
of  aH  ^the  goodis  that  they  haue  y-don).  They  drowe  cut,  bcU. 
dilectacion),  and  custome  of  synne ;  And  )}e  sort  of  synne  fallitK  yp 
on  him  that  is  wiVi  oute  ri^twisnesse  or  mercy.  Suche  a  man)  is 
wilfully  blynde,  as  was  Judas,  that  betrayd  crist,  his  lord,  wtt^ute 
ony  suggestion) ;  And  ])erfore  his  synne  was  ])e  moor^.     And  ])erfore 

*  leaf  166,  col.  2. 
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went  to  his  felawes,  and  tolc)  hem  this  aunswere  of  the  Stewart). 
IT  Whan  the  Tavemei^  had  herdf  this,  he  spoyledf  hem  aH  out  of  her 
clothes ;  and  so  with  grete  confusion)  the!  went  out  of  the  Citee^  and 
were  no  more  sayn). 

IT  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Empf^rour  is  oure  Lord  Ih^^ffu  crist, 
that  made  this  law,  that  every  blynde  man  shuld  have  an 
hundred  shillynges,  that  is,  every  man  that  synneth  of  infirmyte, 
or  instigacion)  of  the  fende,  or  of  his  flessh,  withe  oute  doute, 
yf  he  enterly  sorow  for  his  synne,  he  shaH  have  an  hundred 
shillynges,  that  is,  an  hundred  old  more  loye ;  IT  luxta  iUvdy  Gmti- 
plum  accipietis,  &c.  IT  Therfure  eche  man  that  synneth  dedely,  is  made 
blynde.  Thise  men,  that  comyn)  to  the  Taverne  to  drynke  wyne,  are 
synners,  that  ofte  sithes  gone  to  the  Taverne  of  the  fende,  and 
drynken);  so  that  thei  consumen)^  all  the  vertues  that  the!  resceived 
in  her  baptyme ;  wherfore  the  deveH  spoyloth  aH  suche  of  aH  the 
goodes  that  thei  have  done.  And  than  thei  cast  lotte,  and  the  lotte 
of  synne  falleth  on  hym  that  is  with  out  rightwisenesse  and  meiey, 
and  such  one  is  made  blynd,  that  is,  a  synner  most  vile,  as  ludaa 
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when  sadl  on  comitb  to  fe  stiwarde,  bcU,  prelatis  of  boly  chirc&y  he 
may  not  li3tly  haue  grace. — ^Why  1  For  Jey  hen  not  in  J>e  way  to 
leve  hire  synne.  And  f erfore  late  vs  not  synne  wilfully ;  but  if  we 
8y?ine  by  eikenesse,  or  frailte,  anoon  late  vs  with  sbrifte,  and  contri- 
cion),  and  fulfilling  of  penaunce,  do  it  away,  to  haue  reniissioii)  of 
our  synnes,  And  ioy  perdurable,  J>at  graunte  vs  j)e  lord,  Qui  cum 
jTatre,  &c. 

[Second  Version.    Addit,  MS.  9066.] 

traitour,  that  betraied  crist,  with  out  any  suggestion) ;  and  tberfore 
^he  synned  the  more.  IT  Suche,  wban  thei  come  to  the  Steward,  that 
is,  the  prelate  of  holy  chirche,  to  aske  the  hundred  shillynges,  that 
is,  grace ;  and  he  shaH  aunswere  as  the  Steward  did,  If  Go  tbi  way, 
for  thou  gettest  none  while  thou  stondest  in  dispaire,  as  Judas  did. 
Therfore  studie  we  aH,  with  aH  oure  diligence,  to  please  god  in  att 
ihynge,  and  than  we  mow  have  everlastyng  mede.     Amen. 

'  leaf  11. 

[  XII.  ] 
[EMPERATOR  POLEMUS.] 

(how  THB  KI9rO  OF  HUNOABT  WAS  DISAPPOINTED  OF  HIS  WIFE.) 

Polemus  was  a  wise  Emperour,  regnynge  in  pe  Cite  of  Eome,  ]}e 
which  badde  a  passyng  faire  do3ter,  callyd  Aglaes.  Ther  was  a 
Imy^t  in  [the]  palis,  that  hyely  lovid  ]}is  faire  may ;  And  in  a  cer- 
teyne  day  pis  kny^t  hadde  a  speche  with  hire,  and  shewid  to  hire 
^  love  of  his  herte,  ^t  he  hadde  to  hireward.  Whenne  he  badde 
maade  his  reuelacion)  to  hire,  she  seide  ajen,  That  sitth  he  openyd 
his  harte  to  hire,  so  Sche  wold  openy  hire  herte  to  him ;  and  saide, 
That  she  badde  lovid  him  in  privite,  with  prive  affeccion),  bifore  att 
men,  and  ]»at  by  long  tyme.  Thenne  ]>e  knyjte  was  glad,  and  saide,. 
"  I  mot  visite  pe  holy  lond ;  and  j>6rfore  ^if  me  ]>i  truthe,  and  pon 
shalt  haue  myne,  that  I  shal  not  this  vij.  3ere  haue  no  wife  but  pe, 
ne  ^a  none  husbond  but  me  pis  vij.  jere  ;  And  if  I  come  not  ajen 
pas  vij.  jere  day,  I  woH  ])at  pou,  take  an  husbond  where  pe  shal  best 
like."  The  maide  saide,  she  wold  consent ;  and  per  they  pli3t  hire 
truthe ;  And  pe  knyjt  tooke  his  leeve,  &  went  his  way.  Sone 
after  pe  Emp^rour  spake  wiih  pe  kyng  of  hungery,  for  mariage  to 
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be  maade  bitwene  his  dowtyr  and  him,  A  day  was  set  whaxme  the 
king  ahuld  come  and  see  hire ;  and  he  com ;  And  he  was  so  hiely 
plesid  wit£  hire  faire  person),  and  lentilnesse,  and  bewte,  ]}at  anooii) 
the  Emperour  and  he  were  in  fuH  accord,  yf  \&  damesett  wolde' 
assent.  The  dameseH  was  I-callid,  and  hire  fietdir  seid  f^os,  ''  Dees' 
douter,  hei'  I  haue  spokyn)  wtt/t  a  king  to  be  thyne  husbond ;  Neufir- 
theles  I  woH  in  this  cause  knowen  ])i  wille.  What  seyist  y>M%  "  ''  A  1 
fadir,"  quo))  she,  ''me  likith  the  kyng  fuH  wele,  bat  I  beseche  ^you 
for  goddis  lone,  that  ^e  ordayne  no  man  to  me  theise  yij.  jere,  for  I 
haue  avowid  chastite  ]>»  vij.  jere."  Anoon  ]>e  Emperour  wrot  J^is 
answere  to  )^  king,  and  askid  if  he  wolde  abyde.  And  whenne  ]ie 
king  hart)  this,  he  l^o^te  it  was  but  as  ^  space  of  y^.  days,  he  hadde 
so  bye  love  to  hire ;  and  grauntyd  to  abide  hire.  So  the  vij.  ^ei* 
were  ycome  to  ^  ende ;  in  )»e  last  day  of  hem  ^o  maide  stoode  in  a 
wyndowe  of  a  chambir  weping,  and  saide,  "  Alias  !  alias !  for  my 
love  bihi^t  me  for  to  come  to-morowo  fro  ]>e  holy  lond,  And  to-mor- 
owe  is  ])e  day  of  ^  kinge  of  hungry,  to  haue  me  to  wife ;  And  if  my 
love  come  not  to-morowe  at  his  our,  aH  ])e  love  is  lost  ]»at  I  hadde  to 
him  1 "  So  whenne  ]>e  day  com,  the  king  maade  him  redy  to  come 
to  )»e  Emperour,  wttA  a  gret  oost,  for  to  wedde  his  dowter,  as  core- 
naunt  was ;  And  he  come  y-dothid  alle  in  purpre  &  bisse.  And  as 
he  roode  by  ]»e  way,  the  kny^te  come  fro  |>e  hooly  lond  on  a  faiie 
palfray,  and  roode  toward  ]»e  king.  And  ]>e  king  saide  to  hini, 
"  Deere  frend,  whens  art  Jwu,  and  whodir  art  Jxm  boon  1  '*  "  Sir,** 
quoth  he, ''  I  am  a  kny^t  of  the  Empire,  and  I  come  now  fro  ^  holy 
lond ;  And  I  am  a  seruaunt  of  yottrys  in  a&  ^at  I  can  and  may.** 
Anoon  }per  come  a  gret  rayne,  and  shent  |>e  kingis  clothis ;  and  yo  }^ 
kny^t  saide  to  ^e  kyng, ''  ]?&u  hast  ydon)  Ivel  and  vnwisely,  for  )M7n 
brojtist  not  ]>yn)houB  yr%\h  fe."  Thenne  saide  J)e  king,  "  Myne  hons 
is  large,  and  maade  of  lyme  and  stone ;  and  how  shold  I  bane  y- 
broujt  myne  hous  yriih  mel  Jou  spekiste  lewidly."  "  I  trowe  wd  I 
do,"  quoJ>  J>e  knyjt;  *' !N*eucr)>eles  ^it  shalt  fou  not  fynde  me  a 
foole."  And  so  ]>ei  reden)  for<li  till  ]»ei  come  to  a  water ;  and  the 
king  knewe  not  ]^  depnesse  ])erof,  but  he  smot  his  hors  wttA  ^ 
spoiys,  and  roode  in,  and  was  ny  dreynt.     The  kny9t  roode  in  )>e 
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o^er  aide  of  fe  water,  and  hadde  no  peril  at  aH ;  And  ]}enne  he  seide, 
"  J)ou  were  in  gret  peril,  and  ])erfoie  J><?u  didist  lewdelictS,  ])at  p<m 
tooke  not  J)i  brigge  w»tA  fe."  "  Thowe  spekist  merveilously,"  seide 
fe  kinge;  ''Mj  brigge  is  j-maade  of  1  jme  and  stone,  and  is  in  leng]}e 
moi^  than  halfe  a  myle ;  howe  sbold  I  have  y-brou^t  it  w»tA  me  1  I 
aey  fou  art  a  lewde  man."  "  In  bappe/'  saide  ^e  knyjte,  "  my  foly 
fihal  tume  in  to  wisedome."  And  when  ^i  hadde  riden  a  while,  ^e 
king  askid  what  hour  of  }e  day  it  was ;  and  ])e  kny3t  seide,  "  Sir, 
"who  so  last  ete,  It  wei^  tyme  for  to  ete ;  And  ])erfore,  my  lord  pe  king, 
If  ]»t  30  wott  Tocbe-safe  to  take  a  soppe  with  me,  it  sbal  be  no  dis- 
honome  to  you,  but  rather  woishap  and  ]>onking  afore  the  ^  lordys  of 
the  Empire."  "That  wol  I,"  qno^  )»  king,  with  a  goode  chere, 
"  take  mete  of  ye,**  So  fey  sette  yn  a  faire  grene  place ;  and  pe 
king,  and  a&  ^  were  with  him,  hadde  fere,  by  pe  purviannce  of  fe 
kny^t^  a  goode  dyner.  whenne  pe  dyner  was  y-do,  pe  kny3t  seide  to 
fe  king,  ''  sir,  )e  did  lewidly,  ysit  je  brojt  not  your  f adir  and  your 
Modir  with  you."  "  What  spe .^ist  pon  % "  quo))  fe  king ;  "  my  Fadir 
is  ded,  and  my  modir  is  an  old  wife  at  home )  Howe  sholdo  I  haue 
y-Caryed  hem  with  mei  Forsol£  a  moi'  foole  pan  pou  art,  fond  I  neuer." 
•*  P^yse  at  fe  parting,"  seide  fe  kny^t,  "And  bihold  wele  pe  ende." 
They  rode  for^ ;  and  whan  ])ei  drowe  ny  to  ]>e  place,  pe  kny3t  askid 
leeye  to  ryde  by  an  oper  way,  that  was  nei' ;  And  he  dude  in  thilke 
entent  to  be  afore,  and  haue  awey  the  dameselle.  But  he  toke  his 
leve  at  pe  king  in  ^is  maner.  When  he  askid  leeve  to  go,  the  king 
askid  whodir  he  wold  go  1  ''  Forsot^"  seide  the  kny3te,  '^  this  day 
tIj.  jere  I  iefte  a  nette  yn  a  certayne  place ;  yf  I  fynde  it  y-broke,  I 
wt>l  leeve  it ;  if  y  fynde  it  cleene,  and  hoole,  I  wol  take  it  with  me." 
And  so  he  bade  pe  king  fare  wel,  and  roode  forth  on  his  wey ;  And 
pe  king  helde  pe  bye  way.  Whan  pe  Emperour  hurde  of  ^e  king,  he 
roode  a^enst  him  with  a  grote  ost,  and  Eeoeyrid  hym  worthely ;  and 
made  him  to  do  of  his  clothis,  and  ^af  him  oper.  So  when  pe  king 
was  sette  by  pe  emperour  at  mete,  pe  emperour  dude  him  chei'  as  he 
7ny3te,  and  cowde.  Whenne  pe  mete  was  y-don,  the  emperour  askid 
l^hingys  of  pe  king ;  And  ^e  king  answerd,  and  seide,  "  I  sbal  telle 
you  what  maner  talking  I  hurde  f^is  day,  in  the  wey.     I  mette  with 
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a  knyjte  in  ]»e  wey,  and  he  salewid  me  coiteslj ;  and  when  we  hadde 
y-ryden)  awhile  to-gedie,  a  gret  Rayae  come,  and  shende  my  Glothis ; 
and  j^enne  saide  the  knyjte,  that  I  dude  lewdely,  for  I  brojt  not  my 
hous  with  me."  "  A ! "  quoJ>  J>e  empcrowr,  "  what  Clothing  weryd 
he  1 "  ''  Certenly/'  seide  the  king,  ''  I  sawe  no  clothing  on  him  but 
his  cloke,  and  his  hoode  on  his  hed."  "  Kowe  i-wis,"  quo])  ^  Kni- 
p^rour,  ''  he  is  a  wise  man  in  ]>at  word.  For  ^  hons  that  he  menyd, 
was  ])i  doke.  He  seide  30  dude  vnwisely,  that  je  vsid  not  your 
doke,  For  if  30  hadde  on  your  doke,  the  reyne  shuld  not  haue 
y-towchid  your  clothing."  "  Sire,"  quoJ>  f e  kinge,  "  we  redyn  further  ; 
by  a  casud  happe  or  by  chaunce  I  was  ny  dreynt  in  a  wat«r ;  and 
the  knyjte  rood  withonte,  and  was  safe.  &  whenne  he  sawe  me 
in  periU  of  watir,  he  seide  to  me,  ])at  I  dude  lewddy,  for  I  breast 
^  not  my  brigge  with  me."  ''  A !  by  my  lewte,  that  man)  was  no  fole^" 
said  the  Emperoure,  '^  for  he  seid  the  grete  wysdome ;  for  thou  sbnld- 
est,  or  thou  haddist  auntred  thi  owne  body,  have  I-had  othir  to  haye 
I-go  to-fore  the^  and  haue  yprevedl  the  water ;  and  that  he  callid  the 
l^iyg  »  «  jj^  the  name  of  God,  be  it,"  quod  the  Kyng.  '*  And  then) 
we  riden)  forth  in  the  way,  and  he  made  me  to  dyne  with  hym ; 
and  when  we  had  ydyned,  he  seid  to  me,  that  I  did  lewdly,  that  I 
brought  not  wttA  me  my  sire  and  my  dame."  tho  said  the  emper- 
our^,  ''  that  wise  man  callic)  thi  sire  and  thi  dame  brede  and  wyne, 
that  ]}0U  shuldest  haue  I-take  wit^  ^e,  with  o)}ir  yitaUs."  Tho  seid 
the  kyng,  ''As  we  riden)  forth,  he  asked  leve  of  me  to  passe  by 

ano]}er  waye ;  and  I  asked  of  him  whethir  he  wold  go,  and  he  seid 

* 

to  me  in  this  fourme ;  this  day  seven)  yere  I  lef te  a  nette  in  a  place, 
the  which  I  wol  now  yisite ;  And  if*  I  f ynd  hit  as  I  left  hit,  I  wd 
here  hit  vri\h  me ;  and  I  find  hit  corrupt,  I  woH  let  hit  dudle  stille." 
And  when  the  emperour«  hard  that,  he  cried  -mih  an  hy  vois, 
"  Where  beth  any  saruaunl^  1  where  1  rennyth  fast,  and  lokith  my 
doughter  in  her  Chamber,  for  yriih  oute  doute  she  is  ])e  same  nette 
that  he  spake  of."  The  seruaunt)  yede  to  her  Chamber,  &  founde  no 
body,  for  the  knyght*  had  I-fette  her  while  \q  emperoui^  met  witA 
]}e  kyng.  and  so,  shortly  to  sey,  the  kyng  had  lost  his  pray,  and 
yede  home  with  confusion). 
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Sits,  tbifl  EmperoTue  is  ouie  Lord  Jhesn  Crist ;  the  doughty  ]>at  is 
SO  f aire  is  eoerlasting  lyf*,  the  which  god  of  his  goodnesse  liathe 
ordeinecl  for  kynge^,  knyghtis,  symple  men),  and  pouere  men.  The 
knjght  ]}at  loyith  this  lady,  this  dameseH,  is  enerj  good  Cristei]) 
man),  that  wole  haue  the  kyngdome  of  heven),  for  love  fat  he  hath 
iherto;  and  holdith  him  vnworthi  ^drto,  as  ]>appostiH  seith,  Non 
sunt  eondigne  pcusianee  htUua  temporie  adfuiuram  glonam^  ])at  is  to 
sejy  the  passions  and  tribulacion)  that  beth  had  in  this  world  are 
not  worthi  for  to  haue  the  I07  that  is  [to]  come.  IT  The  knyght  ]»( 
goth  on  pilgremage  y\j.  jere, — what  is  ^atl  that  echo  good  Cristen) 
man  owith  to  laboui'  contynuelly,  as  doth  a  pilgrjme,  inaH  the  tyme 
of  his  lyfy  in  the  Ti\].  worker  of  mertj ;  and  so  wtt^ute  doute  he 
may  haue  the  eu^rlastyng  lyf  in  blisse.  IT  By  the  kyng  feX  come 
"withonte  doke,  &  was  ^  y-wet  in  fe  rayne,  may  be  yndirstond  grete 
men),  and  mighti  men)  of  the  world,  as  beth  Instices,  Bailyfis,  and 
othir.  IT  By  the  cloke  ])at  coverith  0^  clothis,  we  yndirstond  charite, 
the  which,  as  the  AppostiH  seith,  koueryth  multitade  of  synnes; 
bat  many  oon  haue  not  this.doke  of  charite,  &  pertoxe  thei  beth  wete, 
&  fouled  with  the  rayn)  of  pride,  covetise,  gloteny,  and  lechoiy. 
if  Also  the  kyng  was  ny  dreynt,  for  he  had  no  bryg*, — ^what  is  that  1 
For  ri^t  as  hit  is  hard  to  passe  a  depe  water  withoute  a  brig,  So  hit 
is  hard  to  be  saved  withoute  f  eith.  But  thef  be  many  of  ys  that 
ivoH  rathir  put  her  lyf  &  trost  in  to  the  help  of  the  world  ])an  to 
the  help  of  god,  ]>e  which  is  not  oonly  myghti  but  almyghty ;  and 
y^rfore  seith  oure  savioui',  IT  Si  Jiabueritis  fidem  vt  granum  synapia, 
poieritis  dtcere  kuic  monti  trafwi,  et  transiet,  That  is  to  sey,  if  ye 
haue  feitli,  as  moche  as  hath  ])e  com  of  synewey,  ye  shuH  mow  sey 
to  a  mounten),  passe,  and  hit  passeth  at  a  word  of  you.  but  many 
of  vs  hayith  fuH  feble  feit^  &  ])erfore  many  oon  &illith  in  to  )» 
diche  of  desperaciosi^  &  of  dedly  synne.  Also  the  kyng  had  not 
with  him  his  fader,  neither  his  modir ;  by  the  f adir,  that  is  cause  of 
oure  generadon),  is  vndirstond  mekenesse  or  humilite,  wtt^oute  which 
fere  abideth  no  vertue  in  a  man) ;  as  seith  Seint  Gregory,  IT  Siquia 
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ceteraa  virhUes  sine  humUitate  jportat,  quasi  in  ventum  poriat,  This  is, 
who  Ro  ener  fai  berith  othir  vertaes  wtlAoute  hnmilitey  he  beiith 
hem  as  in  to  ]w  wynde,  or  as  men  berith  pondir  in  fe  wynde.  The 
modir  is  hope  j  for  as  the  Appostitt  seilfi,  IT  8pe  sdltU  fadi  sumus^ 
We  bethe  made  save  thorugh  hope.  And  ^^ore,  if*  a  man  wiH 
haue  this  fail'  lif  that  eu^Listith,  he  moste  leye  the  biode  weje,  and 
go  by  a  strayt  waye,  that  is  to  sey,  the  wey  of  penannce  &  of  fast- 
yng< ;  of  ^e  which  wey  seith  the  Appostitf,  IT  Stricta  est  ma  q%ie  dueU 
ad  eeHum,  et  pauci  an^ndant  per  earn.  This  is  to  sey,  the  wey  is  ^ 
stiayt  that  ledith  to  heuen),  &  few  got&  perhyj  bat  many  goth  tke 
brode  wey,  BCil.  flesshly  likynge»,  ^  which  ledith  to  helle.  &  oec^ 
tenly  sache  men)  shol  be  deceyved,  for  her  goyng  fro  enarlastyng  Uf* ; 
And  perloief  sira,  lete  tb  vse  to  lone  excellently  this  faii^  lyf^,  & 
wisely  vse  the  cloke  of  Charite,  &  the  bryg  of  the  feith, )»  Fadir  of 
lonlynesse  in  hert,  the  modir  of  hope,  the  wey  of  penatmoe  and  of 
fastyng*,  and  then  by  good  argoment,  then  shnl  we  hane  the  faif  lyi^ 
that  is  en^nnore  lastyng*.    Ad  quam  peiducat  nos^  &c 


[  xin.  ] 

AGYOS  THE  EMP^i^OURE. 

(of  THB  QBATITUDB  OF  AN  BMPEBOR  TO   A  KNIGHT  WHO   HAD   BAYBD 

HIS  LIFB.) 

'  A  gyos  was  a  wyse  emperoure  in  the  Cite  of  Rome,  and  lovicl  wele 
/\  bataiH ;  the  whiche  had  a  knyght  with  him  ynameJ  Grerinaldns^ 
i  m  a  strong  man  and  a  myghty;  in  the  feld  he  was  a  lyon)^  and 
in  halle  he  was  a  lambe.  this  forseid  Emperooi'  had  a  feii'  doughter^ 
the  which  the  erle  of  Falester  had  privily  rayisshede  and  deflonrid  ; 
the  which  Erie  was  a  giete  warioui*,  &  strong  in  bataiH;  and  ^ 
deflooryng  of  this  maide  greyed  the  empdroui'  more  than)  did  the 
layisshing  &  withdrawing  of  her.  And  to  wete  what  were  best  to 
be  do  in  tbis  cas,  he  made  a  grete  CounseiH  to  be  had ;  And  seici  to 
his  lordis,  '^  Dere  Frendi»,  ye  know  wele  what  dispite  is  ydo  to  me 
by  the  defloracion)  and  yiolence  that  is  ydo  to  my  doughter.    And 
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^rf ore  I  purpofle  to  yeve  bataiH  ajeiO  this  Erie ;  And  jMrfore  betb 
ledy,  eche  man  in  his  degre,  ayen)  such  a  day  to  passe  -with  me.*' 
"  lonl,"  qtMxi  thei,  "  we  shul  be  ledy  to  stond  with  you  [in]  lyf" 
and  detli."  When  thei  were  in  bataifi,  there  was  hard  stryf,  and 
all6  the  Emperouis  men)  were  yfeld  to  grounde,  and  J>e  Emperoui' 
was  in  poynt  to  be  behededl ;  But  in  this  hard  cas  com  ])e  forsaid 
knyght  (xerinaldus,  &  fought  bytwene  this  Emperoui»  and  his 
enemys ;  and  wil£  the  manly  fightyng  of  him  the  emp^roure  passid 
with  \&  lif*;  but  the  knyght  abode,  &  rested  neuer  tylld  he  had 
killed  the  erle ;  Neuertheles  he  had  many  sore  woundis,  &  he  fought 
tyfi  the  blode  ran)  to  his  fote.  When  the  Adu^rsaries  saw  that  the 
lord  was  ded,  thei  fled  awey;  And  the  knyght  pursued  ynto  the 
tyme  that  he  come  where  the  emperoures  doughter  was  y-sette ;  And 
he  brought  her  oute  to  the  Emperour^,  her  Eader ;  For  the  whiche 
victory  and  bringing  agein  of  the  doughter,  he  was  hily  comtnendid 
by  aH  the  empire.  Hit  happid  after  this,  that  the  knyght  had  a 
grete  cause  to  be  sped  in  the  Court  of  the  emp^oure ;  and  ]»erfore 
the  knyght  come  to  the  emperoure,  and  praied  him  to  be  fauorable 
in  his  cause,  in  as  moche  as  reason)  wold  suflre.  And  the  Emparoure 
went  to  his  Justices,  and  seid,  ''  Goth,  and  yeveth  right  ynto  this 
knyght,  as  reason)  wol  asky."  And  when  the  knyght  had  herd  thes 
wordis,  he  cried  wM  a  lowde  voys,  and  seid,  "  AUas !  alias  1  who 
wold  hane  ytrowed  that  the  emperoure  wolde  haue  seid  this !  For 
what  tyme  ^u  was  in  bataiH,  &  shuld  haue  lost  thi  hede,  anon  I 
set  my  self*  for  the,  and  so  thou  ascapidist ;  now  in  my  cause  thou 
sendist  9Sio\er  then  thi  self*,  and  \erioTQ  alas !  ]>at  eu^  I  was  ybore, 
for  sorowe  1 "  And  eyen)  forthwith  he  strepid  him,  and  shewid  his 
woundis  that  he  had  receiued  for  him  in  bataiH,  and  seid,  ''  loo ! 
what  I  haue  sufficed  for  the,  where  as  I  put  non  ynwordiier  thing 
for  the  then  my  owne  body ;  and  now  thou  sendist  ano]»er  to  sit  in 
my  cause !  Forsoth  I  servid  neuer  suche  anothir  lord  1 "  When  the 
emperoure  herd  yes  wordis,  he  was  confusid  in  hym  self,  and 
seid,  ''0 !  dere  frend,  this  that  )>ou  seist  is  soth;  ])cni  sayedist  ^me 
fro  dethe ;  thou  keptist  me,  and  broughtist  ayen)  my  doughter ;  & 
yoB  woundis  ^ou  haddist  for  my  loye.    now,  sothly,  I  shal  come 

1  leaf  167,  back,  col.  2. 


44         ZIII.    THE  GRATEFUL  BMFEBOB.      MOBAIiTE.      EARL.  7389. 

doune,  &  sytte  for  the  in  mj  owne  perBone,  ]}at  shal  tume  the  to 
grete  ioj  &  comfort"  &  so  hit  was  ydo ;  the  Emperoare  discendid, 
and  determynecl  the  knyghte^  cause,  in  so  grete  plesaunce  to  ye 
knjghty  ^at  aH  men  com?7»endid  the  emp^rour^  ])at  dispoeid  so 
wele  for  his  trae  knyght 


MORALm. 

Good  men,  this  emperoure  may  he  callid  en^  good  Cristene  man, 
or  els  aH  mankynd ;  the  whiche  hadde  a  f eire  donghter,  eeiL 
the  soole  y-made  to  fe  liknesse  of  god.  The  erle  is  the  deviii,  that 
by  etyng  of  the  appifi  ravisshed  pQ  soole,  &  deflonrid  her ;  And  so 
aH  mankynde  was  in  his  s^-oitute  vnto  ])at  ^ere  come  a  strong 
knyght,  BciL  core  lorcl  Ihera  Crist,  ]Mtt  fought  bytwene  )»  deviH 
and  mankynd,  when  he  heng  on  the  crosse;  for  if  ^t  had  not 
bezi),  we  had  be  loste,  and  perpetuelly  dampned ;  and  he  brought 
ayen«  the  doughter,  acU.  ])e  soule,  for  the  which  he  suffred  amert 
woundiB.  but  then  the  knyght  hayith  a  cause  to  spede,  seU,  ours 
lord!  Iheflu  Crist  woldf  fynde  in  ys  a  perfite  lyf,  and  pertore  he 
knokkith  on  ys  eche  day,  that  we  be  redy  to  him;  for  he  seith, 
IT  JEcce  do  ad  ogtium,  ^  pulao  ;  eiquut  appemerit,  introibo  ad  etan,  ^ 
cenaho  cum  iUo,  ^  iUe  meeum,  This  is  to  sey,  lo  1  I  stond  atte  the 
dore,  and  knok ;  who  yai  openyth  to  me,  I  shal  go  in  to  him,  and  I 
shal  sowpe  wttA  him,  and  he  with  me.  But  many  don)  as  did  the 
emperoure,  )»ei  settith  snoyer  man);  acU,  if>  thei  shuld  do  pen- 
aunce,  ])ei  settith  ano^  to  f ulfiH  her  fawtis.  IT  Non  sic  impii^  non 
sic,  This  is  to  sey,  Kot  so  wikked  man),  not  so.  Do  hit  thi  self*,  for 
god  set  not  anoper  for  ])e,  but  he  suffred  his  owne  bodye  be 
woundid  for  ]}e;  And  ^erfore  in  confusion)  of  vnkynd  men)  he 
hongith  opynly  on  ])e  Cros  naked,  to  shew  hem  his  woundis.  And 
)»6rfore,  seres,  let  ys  be  kynd  ayeu),  &  suffre  for  him  som  penaunoe 
or  peyne,  )>at  we  be  not  founden)  in  ye  daye  of  dome  wit^ute  som 
good  thing  or  dede ;  for  he  y&t  suffrith  for  the  loue  of  god  any  peyne 
in  this  world,  he  shal  haue  yertoie  an  hundrid  folde  mede,  and 
euerlastyng  lif*.     Ad  quam,  &c. 
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[XIV,] 

ADRIANUS  THE  EMPJI'^OUEE. 

(how  a  son  gonobaled  his  father  in  his  house,  and  how  he 

was  found  out.) 

AdrianuB  regoed  a  wys  emperoxae  in  ^e  Cite  of  Eome ;  }e  which 
oideined  for  the  lawe,  )at  euery  knyg&t  aftir  pat  he  mygfit  no 
more  vse  armys,  for  feblenesse,  he  shuld  be  put  oute  of  the 
empire;  and  if*  ^])at  he  myght  be  founde  within  )»e  empire,  aftir  that  he 
were  impotent,  he  shuld  be  ded  withoute  pite.  There  was  a  knyg&t 
named  Porphirius,  a  wise  man,  and  witty  in  armys  &  in  alia  his 
werkys.  When  he  come  in  to  age,  &  loste  his  strengthe,  he  callid 
to  him  his  sone,  that  was  a  knyght,  &  seid,  ''Dere  sone,  thoa 
knowest  what  is  fQ  lawe  of  the  emperoure ;  &  now  I  am  feble,  and 
may  no  lenger  vse  armys,  I  mote  be  put  oute  of  the  empire,  and  ^- 
fore  I  not  how  I  shalle  lyve."  then  seid  his  sone,  "  Fader,  if  hit 
happe  the  to  dye,  I  am  redy  to  dye  wtt^  the.  Neuertheles  in  sigKt 
of  afi  mexi)  thou  shalt  entiy  in  to  a  shippe,  and  at  nyght  I  shal 
preyilye  send  aftir  the ;  and  then  we  shul  duelle  to-gidre  alia  ouro 
lyf ,  and  non  shal  know  perof"  but  I  &  my  wif*,  ^at  shal  servy  the 
in  my  absence."  then  spake  the  fadir,  &  seid,  "  sone,  I  thonke  the 
moche,  but  if*  pan  do  so,  I  drede  that  ^ou  shalt  be  accused,  &  sufifre 
deth  for  me.''  then  spak  the  Sone,  '' fadir,  drede  the  not;  ^u 
shalt  abide  vriih  me,  and  I  shaH  fynde  the  all  the  dales  of  my  lif*." 
then  the  fadir  entrid  in  to  a  Ship/^e,  in  sigM  of  folke,  as  who  seith, 
now  go  I  oute  of  the  empire,  aftir  the  lawe ;  but  in  the  nygfit  he 
come  preyely  agein  to  his  sones  hous,  and  his  sonnes  wif*  servid 
him.  And  eu^  when  eny  CounseiH  shuld  be  ydo  in  );e  Empire, 
^  yong  knyght  was  callid  j^erto;  and  yere  was  non  that  yaf 
better  CounseiH  thau)  the  yong  knyght  did.  At  )e  last,  lordis  of  the 
empire  had  grete  envy  of  his  wisdom),  and  thei  seid  to  ^  eroperoui^, 
**  lord,  whe^  the  sone  of  Porphirie,  ))at  yevith  so  wise  CounseiH, 
haue  not  ^  wisdom  of  his  old  fader  Porphirie  ?  sothely,  we  trowith 
^t  he  hath  all  of  his  fadir,  &  pat  he  holdith  him  in  ^e  empire  in 
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previte,  )K)ug&  he  ascendid  in  to  Ship ;  And  if  hit  he  founder)  ao,  he 
were  worth!  a  foole  deth."  ^  Hold  you  stiH,"  quod  the  Emparonie ; 
'^  I  trow  to  come  to  soth  of  this  mat^  wele  ynow."  Anon  he  let 
calle  the  sone  of  porphirie.  When  he  was  come,  the  emparooie 
seid  to  him,  ''I  comntaond  the,  ypon)  peyne  of  thi  lif,  that  Jyou 
hrjDg  me  thre  thynge«  to-morowe,  that  is  to  sey,  thi  hest  frend  that 
))0a  haste  in  the  worldf ;  Thi  moste  comfort ;  and  thi  moste  enemy." 
''  air,  hit  shalhe  do,"  qiMx)  he.  he  yede  home  to  ]ye  castel,  hut  he 
wist  not  how  he  myght  haue  suche  thre.  He  yede  to  his  fadir,  as 
he  was  wonte  to  do,  when  he  had  any  giete  CounseiH  to  do,  and  he 
askid  Counseitt  in  this  mater."  "  A ! "  quod  ])e  fadir,  ''  afi  ]ns  is  for 
me,  for  to  know  whethir  })ou  holdist  me  or  noo ;  hut  take  wit^  tiie 
thi  hound,  thi  litel  Sone,  and  thi  wif* ;  &  ])oa  shait  make  saiisfae- 
oioii)  to  ]ie  wiH  of  the  emperoure."  &  so  the  ^knyght  did ;  he  toke 
tho  thre,  The  Hound,  the  Child,  and  his  wife ;  &  yede  to  the  em- 
peroure.  \>o  seid  the  Emperoure,  ^*  Hast  ^ou  ydo  as  I  comfitaondid 
thel"  '' Yee,  sir,"  seid  the  knyght,  <<For,  ser,  the  hest  frend  ]>at  I 
haue  in  this  world  is  my  hounde;  &  ^is  is  my  cause  and  my 
reason),  For  he  woU  neuer  faUe  me  ne  forsake  me,  in  wele  ne  in  wo ; 
and  though  I  hete  him  as  sore  as  I  can,  yit  if*  I  profre  him  hrede,  or 
any  chere  do  to  him,  he  wol  come  to  me  ayene  witA  good  chere ;  and 
aii  nyght  he  yroSL  rest  hy  my  hed,  and  kepe  me  and  my  hous,  |Mit  no 
man  greve  vs ;  &  ofbe  t3rmes  I  shuld  haue  he  rohhid  &  yslayn),  ne 
had  my  hound  yhe.  And,  sir,  here  is  my  sone,  my  moste  comfort ; 
&  ^is  is  my  skile,  For  when  I  am  in  moste  anger  or  trihulacion),  l^i* 
is  no  iogoloure  )»t  can  make  me  so  fast  lawe,  as  woU  my  sone ;  For 
he  woH  with  his  praty  wordis  &  pleys  make  me  foryete  my  anger, 
Jiough  I  wei*  as  hote  as  fire.  Also,  sar,  here  I  haue  hrought  my 
moste  enemy,  my  wif* ;  For  grete  lahoui^  &  thought  I  haue  in  diners 
contres  &  places  for  hir  sustentacion),  as  wele  as  for  me  &  for  my 
childryn),  &  yit  she  is  euermore  contrary  to  my  witi,  &  so  is  non  hut 
she."  When  the  wif^  herd  this,  she  cried,  and  seid  with  a  vois,  as 
hit  had  he  an  home,  '^  0  !  wrecche,  depist  ^ou  me  thi*most  enemy  f 
Sir  Emperoure,  I  pray  you,"  she  said,  '^  here  me,  what  I  shal  sey. 
this  man),  that  is  here  present,  susteyne])  in  thi  empire  his  sire, 
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a^ens  yooi'  lawe ;  and  in  Ms  houa  he  hath  duellid  sith  the  tyme  that 
he  was  worth!  to  he  put  oute."  And  when  she  had  put  oute  her 
Yenemous  hert  in  this  manere,  then  seid  the  knyght,  '*  lo !  ser/'  he 
Bffld,  "  what  I  told  you ;  is  she  not  my  enemy,  pat  accusith  me  so 
hily  1  wheifoie  I  myg^t  he  ded,  hut  if  youi'  grace  ordeined  othir 
weys  for  me."  then  the  emperour  seid,  "  N"e  were  thi  wif,  I  mygtit 
not  haue  know  pe  soth,  and  fertore  ))ou  shalt  lede  thi  lif  vrith  thi 
•enemy.  €ro  thi  wey ;  I  woli  not  dampne  the,  and  as  long  as  pon 
levist,  snsteyne  thi  Fadir  1 "  thenne  the  knygKt  yeld  thonkyng  to 
the  emperoniv,  and  yede  home,  and  feire  ende  made. 

MORAUTE. 

Dere  Frendis,  this  emperoui'  is  the  deviH,  ))at  makith  lawe  among 
synners,  aeil.  ))at  eche  kny^t,  aftir  that  he  hath  passid  tyme 
of  Azmys,  scU,  that  eche  good  man)  ])at  truly  hath  levid,  and  kept 
him,  &  servid  god  inidii  the  tyme  of  his  yongith,  ^at  he  then  in  his 
elde  he  put  a-hak  fro  pe  kyngdome  of  heven),  hy  the  yice  of  Covetice. 
For  that  vice  is  more  redy  to  an  oldf  man)  pan  to  a  yong,  as  we  mowe 
se  alday ;  and  perfore  seith  Seneca,  Cfum  omnia  ^eecata  senescunty 
sola  eupiditas  iuvenescity  This  is  to  sey,  When  aA  vices  wexith  old, 
oonly  Covetise  ^wexith  yong,  pat  is  to  sey,  in  an  old  man.  The  knyght, 
^t  susteyneth  his  Fader,  is  eu^ry  good  Cristen)  man),  that  is  ybound 
to  testeyne  in  the  hous  of  his  hert,  by  meritory  worker,  oure  Lord 
Jhesa  Crist)  pe  which  heng  for  vs  vpon)  pe  cros ;  hut  many  puttith 
him  oute  by  S3rnne.  ))e  hounde,  pat  is  pe  moste  frende,  is  the  tong 
of  a  good  Cristen)  man),  pe  which  praieth  continuelly,  like  a  berkyng 
hound :  wherof  seith  holy  Writ,  Breuis  oracio,  «ciL  iustij  penetrat 
eehmiy  pat  is  to  sey,  A  short  orison)  of  the  rightwis  man)  or  of*  the 
lost  man)  tiiiilith  or  perissheth  heuen).  By  the  litett  Child  pat 
pleieth,  So  we  shulle  vndirstond  a  clene  soule,  y wassh  by  baptyme ; 
^  which  pleieth  and  hath  dilectation)  in  penciunce,  by  the 
which  a  man)  getith  the  loue  of  god,  &  pe  ioy  of  heuen),  &  by  the 
which  a  man  is  deliuered  oute  of  tribulacion)  &  of  angir;  vne^a 
ieronymu^,  wherof,  as  seith  Jerom,  IF  Fenitencia  est  secunda  tabula 
po$t  naufragium,  pat  is  to  sey,  Penaunce  is  pe  secunde  table  aftir 
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Shipbreche.  By  the  wif*  ^at  accosith  the  man),  is  vndiistoiul  the 
flesshe,  \ai  bryngith  many  yaels  in  to  a  man),  <&  tiseth  him  to  synne ; 
as  seith  the  AppostiH  paul,  Datua  est  michi  stimtUtu  Camis  mee, 
angdtis  sathane,  vt  me  colapkizei,  ])at  is  to  sey,  there  is  yoven)  to 
me  a  pryk  of  my  flessh,  an  aungeli  of*  )>e  devylle,  to  tnrment  me ; 
and  ))6rfoie  this  flessh  is  to  be  chasticed,  ))at  hit  be  not  f ounde  in 
synne,  in  tyme  of  deth,  lest  hit  be  founden)  pi  enemy.  And  l^^ore 
let  YS  study  for  to  norissh  oui'  Fadir,  and  hold  onre  lord  Ihe«u 
Crist  so  within  vs,  ^at  the  deviii  in  pe  day  of  dome  haue  no  ping  to 
putte  forth  ayens  ys,  ^at  may  greye  oui^  soulis ;  and  then  we  shol 
yeriliche  trust  to  come  to  pe  kyngdom  of  heuen).  To  fe  which  he 
ys  bring,  qui  cum  Paire  &c. 

[  XV.  ] 
THEODOSIUS  TH'EMPJEr/?OUEK 

(tHB  STORT  of  kino  LEAR  AND  HIS  THREB  DAUGHTERS.   HARL.  MS,  7833.) 

Theodosius  regned  a  wys  emp^oui'  in  the  Cite  of  Borne,  & 
myghti  he  was  of  power ;  the  which  emperoure  had  thre  dough- 
ters.  So  hit  likedf  to  this  emperoui'  to  knowe  which  of*  his 
doughters  loyid  him  best ;  and  tho  he  seid  to  the  eldest  doughter, 
"  How  moche  lovist  |>ou  me  1"  "  Forsoth,"  "  quod  she,  "  more  ])an  I  do 
my  self*."  '']96rfore,"  quo&  he,  ^pou  shalt  be  hily  ayaunsed;"  & 
maried  her  to  a  riche  &  myghti  kyng.     Tho  he  cam  to  pe  secund, 

[Second  Version.    Addit  MS.  9066,  leaf  74.] 

[  LXXIX.  ] 

(the  STORT  OF   KINO  LEAR  AND   HIS   DAUGHTERS.) 

Leyre  was  some  tyme  kyng*  of  bretayne  the  more,  that  now  is 
called  Englond.  this  kyng<  leyre  made  the  towne  of  leycetur, 
and  called  it  after  his  name  leycetur.  this  kyng*  had  thre 
doughters;  the  name  of  the  fyrste  doughter  was  Gonorytt;  the 
seconde  was  Began) ;  the  thrid  Cord^,  that  was  beste  taughte,  and 
wiBeste.  leyre,  here  fadre,  was  feble  and  olde,  and  wolde  marie 
his  doughters  or  he  deycd,  But  fyrste  he  wolde  wete,  which  loued 
hym  moste,  shuld  be  beste  mariede.  On  a  day  he  askid  his  Eldiste 
doughter,  how  mych  she  louyd  hym)l  "Sir,"  she  seide,  "I  loue 
you  as  mych  as  myn)  owiie  lyfe."     "for  solhe,"  seide  the  kyng*, 
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and  seid  to  her,  "doughter,  how  moche  lovist  Jou  mel"  "As 
moche  forsoth,"  she  seid,  "as  I  do  my  self."  So  J)e  Empfiroure 
maried  her  to  a  due  And  tho  he  seid  to  the  thrid  doughter,  "  how 
mochd  lovist  Jk)u  me?"  "Forsoth,"  qwcxi  she,  "as  moche  as  ye 
heth  worthi,  &  no  more."  Tho  seid  the  Emperoui*,  "doughter, 
sith  ]>ou  loyist  ^me  no  more,  thou  shalt  not  be  marie<$  so  richely  as 
]?i  sustiis  beth."  And  tho  he  maried  her  to  an  erle.  Aftir  this  hit 
happid  that  the  emperoui'  held  bataile  ayens  the  kyng*  of*  Egipt, 

^  leaf  158,  back,  col.  2. 

[SeeoTid  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

"  that  is  a  grete  loue ;  I  may  no  more  aske."  Then  he  ftsked  the 
seconde  doughter,  how  mych  she  louyd  hym)  ?  she  sayde,  she  louyd 
hym)  aboue  afl  Criatures  of  the  worlda  "for  sothe,"  seide  leyre, 
"  I  may  no  more  aske."  Than  he  asked  of  the  yongeste  doughter, 
how  mych  she  louyd  hym)1  "Sir,"  she  seide,  "my  systers  han) 
seide  to  you  wordes  of  glosyng*,  but  I  say  to  you  trouthe.  I  love 
you  as  mych  as  I  owe  to  loue  my  Fadire,  and  for  to  make  you  more 
Certayne  how  mych  loue  is  worthe,  I  shafl  say  you,  as  mych  as  ye 
han),  so  mych  are  ye  worthe,  and  so  mych  I  loue  you."  leyre 
wenyd  that  she  had  skomed,  and  was  wrothe,  and  seide,  that  she 
shuld  neuer  haue  lande  of  hym);  But  his  othere  doughters,  that 
mych  louyd  hym),  shuld  departe  the  lande  betwene  hem),  be  Euyn) 
porcyons,  and  she  sh\ild  be  disheried.  And  he  maried  the  Eldiste 
doughter  to  Managles,  the  kyng*  of  Scotlonde ;  and  the  tothere  to 
Hanemos,  Erie  of  comwaylle ;  and  the  manage  was  thus  made  of  the 
tone  and  of  the  tothere,  tljiat  the  kyng*  of  Scottes  and  the  Erie  of 
com  way  le  shuld  departe  grete  bretayne,  aftere  his  dissese,  so  that^ 
CordeH,  his  yongeste  dougter,  shuld  not  haue  of  his.  This  maydyu) 
Cordeli  was  so  fayre,  and  so  wele  taughte,  that  it  was  mervayle,  so 
that  Agape,  kyng*  of  ^Fraunce,  herde  speke  so  grete  of  this  maydyn) 
CordeH,  that  he  sente  to  kyng*  leyre,  that  he  wolde  gyfe  hjm  here 
to  wife,  lejrre  sente  worde  agayne,  that  he  had  departed  his  lande 
bytwene  his  ij.  Eldiste  doughters ;  and  so  he  had  no  more  lande,  the 
which  he  myght  marie  CordeH,  his  yongeste  doughter,  with,  when) 
Agape  herde  this  answere,  he  sente  agayne  to  leyre,  and  seide,  he 
asked  no  thing*  with  here,  but  alonly  here  bodie,  and  here  clothing*. 
And  leyre,  here  fadre,  made  here  wele  to  be  arayed,  and  Clenly,  and 
sente  here  to  the  kyng*  of  Fraxmce ;  and  he  loyfully  ressayued  here, 
and  weddid  here,  with  grete  worship,  and  made  here  queen)  of 
Fraxmce.  The  kyng*  of  Scottes  and  the  Erie  of  Cornwayle,  that 
had  weddid  the*  Eldiste  doughters  of  kyng*  leyre,  wolde  not  abide 

'  that  with,  MS.  «  leaf  74,  back.  •  his,  MS. 
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and  the  kyng  drove  the  emperon^  oute  of  the  empire,  in  so  moche 
that  the  Emp^rooi'  had  no  place  to  abide  ynne ;  So  he  wrote  k^res, 
ensealid  with  his  Ryng,  to  his  first  doughty,  pat  seid  that  she 
lovid  him  more  than  her  self,  for  to  pray  her  of*  socouiyng  in  ^t 
grete  nede,  bycause  ha  was  put  oute  of*  his  empire.  And  when  the 
doughter  had  red  thes  lefres,  she  told  hit  to  ^  kyng,  her  husbond. 
]9o  quod,  the  kyng,  "  it  is  good  pat  we  socoui'  him  in  ^is  nede.  I 
shal,"  quod  he,  "  gadery  an  host,  &  help  him  in  att  pat  t  can  or 
may ;  &  ]yat  wiH  not  be  do  withoute  grete  costage."  ''  yse,"  quod 
she,  ^'  hit  wei'  sufficiant  if  that  we  wold  graunt  him  y.  knyghte»,  to 
be  in  felaship  with  him,  while  he  is  oute  of  his  empire."  &  so  hit 
was  y-do  in  dede ;  and  pQ  doughter  wrote  ayen)  to  the  Fader,  ))at 
oper  help  myght  he  not  haue,  but  y.  knyghte^  of  pe  kynges  to  be  in 
his  felaship,  at  pe  costs  of  the  kyng,  her  husbond.  And  when  the 
Emperoui'  herd  this,  he  was  hevy  in  his  hert,  and  seid,  ''Alas! 
alas  !  aH  my  trust  was  in  her ;  for  she  said  she  lovid  me  more  than 
her  self,  and  perfare  I  avaunced  her  so  hye."  Then  he  wrote  to  pQ 
seconde,  )>at  seid  she  lovid  him  as  moche  as  her  self.  And  when 
she  had  herd  his  letras,  she  shewid  his  erand  to  hir  husbond,  & 
yaf  him  in  counseitt,  that  he  shuld  fynde  him  mete,  &  drink^  & 
clothing,  honestly  as  for  pQ  state  of  such  a  lord,  during  tyme  of  his 
nede;  and  when  ^is  was  graunted,  she  wrote  le^res  agein  to  hir 

[Second  Vermm.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

tiH  afli^r  his  dethe  for  to  haue  the  londe,  but  wened  harde  vppoii) 
hyni),  and  putt  hym  in  so  grete  distresse,  that  they  token)  so  awaye 
the  reawm) ;  but  on)  this  wise  they  ordeyned  betwix  hem),  that  the 
toon)  of  hem)  shuld  withholds  hym)  in  soiome  ali  his  lyf  e,  with  xL 
knyghtis,  and  here  squyers,  that  he  myght  worshipf ully  go  to  what 
partie  he  wolde.  Managles,  kyng<  of  scottes,  resseyued  with  hym) 
leyre  in  the  manure  afore  seide ;  and  or  a  yere  were  passed,  GonoreH, 
the  wife,  and  doughter  of  leyre,  was  so  anoyed  and  dissesed  of  hyni) 
and  of  his  meany,  that  she  spake  to  here  housbonde,  that  x.  knyghte^ 
and  here  squyers  shuld  be  putt  .from)  here  fadire.  leyre  he  come^ 
right  heuy,  and  his  meany,  ))at  that  was  putt  away,  and  his  state 
apayred,  therfore  men)  hadd  hym)  in  the  lesse  reuerenoe ;  wherfore 
he  thought  to  go  into  Comwaylle,  for  to  preve  Began),  -his  oher 
doughter.     and  when  he  was  Comyn)  to  here,  the  Erie  and  his 

'  become? 
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fadir.  the  Emperoui*  was  hevy  vriiJt  this  answero,  &  seid,  "  Sith 
my  two  donghters  haue  thiis  yheyid  me,  sothely  I  slial  prove  the 
thrid."  And  so  he  wrote  to  the  thrid,  pat  seid  she  lovid  him  as 
moche  as  he  was  worthi ;  and  praied  her  of  socoui^  in  his  nede,  & 
tolcl  her  ^e  answero  of  her  two  snstris.  So  the  thrid  donght^, 
when  she  had  considred  the  myschief  of  her  Fader,  she  told  her 

[Second  Ver/tion.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

donghter  ressejnied  hym  with  grete  solempnite,  and  helde  hym)  with 
heo]),  with  his  throtty  knyght^^  and  his  squyeis  \  but  he  had  skarsly 
dwelled  thero  a  yero,  but  that  his  dought^r  was  yrke  of  hyni)  and  of 
bis  meany,  that  hero  housbond  and  she  helde  hym)  in  so  grote 
vyolete  and  represse,  that  of  throtty  knyghtes  and  here  squyeres 
they  putte  hym)  vnto  oon)  alone,  than)  was  leyro  moro  sorowfuH 
than  %ier  he  was  beforo,  and  seide,  '^  alas  !  that  Euer  I  was  borne, 
for  now  am)  I  moro  vile  then)  £uer  I  was  beforo,  yette  it  had  bei]^ 
Letter  to  haue  dwelled  stiH  with  my  fyrste  doughter."  and  [he] 
wente  agayne  into  Scotlonde,  to  his  Eldyste  doughter.  but  when) 
the  kyng*  and  his  wife  sawe  fat,  ^and  the  myschefe  of  leyro,  they 
ressayued  hym),  and  tokyn)  away  the  knyght,  and  putt  to  hjrm  a 
squyere.  then  was  leyro  more  sorowfuti  then)  Euer  he  was  be-fore, 
and  be-gan)  Grotly  for  to  sorowe,  and  pleyne  hym)  piteously,  and 
seide,  "  alas !  alas  !  I  haue  leuyd  to  longe,  that  it  is  fallen  to  me ; 
now  am)  I  poro  that  was  wonte  to  haue  so  mekille ;  now  haue  I  no 
Fronde  ne  kynne  that  wil  me  good.  CordeH,  my  doughter,  seide 
me  AiH  wele,  and  that  I  haue  now  fowndyn) ;  for  she  seide  me  as 
mych  as  I  had,  so  mych  was  I  worths,  and  so  mych  louyd  shuld  I 
be.  now  wote  I  wele,  that  myn  othero  doughters  hau)  flatered  me ; 
now  they  take  no  Foroe.  now  be-bouys  me  for  nede  to  go  and  proffere 
myn)  yongeste  doughter  CordeH,  to  whame  I  wolde  gyfe  no  lande  ne 
tenemente,  for  she  seide  she  louyd  me  als  mekiH  as  ^e  ought  to  loue 
hero  Fadra"  and  on  this  maner  [he]  pleyned  longe.  and  atte  laste 
he  wente  ouere  the  see,  with  his  squyere,  and  Come  into  Fraunce  ; 
and  he  asked  whero  the  queen)  shuld  be  fowndyn),  and  men)  tolde 
hym).  He  come  to  the  Cite,  and  sente  his  squyero  to  the  queen),  for 
to  saye  hero,  that  hero  Fadro  was  comyn)  for  nede,  for  to  gete  some 
good  and  helpe  of  hero.  The  squyero  wente,  and  tolde  in  ordro  to 
the  queen),  how  his  ij.  doughters  had  lefte  hjrni).  CordeH,  the  queen), 
toke  golde  and  syluer  grote  plente,  and  toke  it  to  the  squyere,  and 
seide  to  hym)  in  CownsayH,  that  he  shuld  hero  that  Tresouro  to  here 
Fadro,  and  that  he  shuld  go  to  some  good  towne,  and  araye  hym) 
richely  of  riaH  clothing*,  with-holdyng*  with  hym)  xl**  knyghtes  of 
oone  leveraye ;  and  when)  he  were  rodye,  he  shuld  sende  vnto  f  e 

»  leaf  76. 
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husbond  in  this  founne,  "  My  worshipfuH  lord,  do  socoui'  me  now 
in  this  grete  nede;  my  fadir  is  put  oute  o^  his  empire  &  his 
heritage."  pen  spake  he,  '*  what  were  thi  witt  I  did  }erio  1 "  **  ))at 
ye  gadre  a  grete  oste,"  quod  she,  ''  &  help  him  to  fight  ayens  his 
enemys."  ''  I  shal  f  ulfiH  thi  wiH/'  seid  the  erle  ;  &  gaderid  a  grete 
oste,  &  yede  with  the  Emperoui'  at  his  owns  C08tag6«  to  the  bataile, 
and  had  the  victorye,  &  set  the  Emp^roui'  ayen)  in  his  heritage, 
and  )»en  seid  the  emperooi',  *^  blessed  be  the  houi'  I  gate  my  yongist 
donghter !  I  lovid  her  lesse  ))an  eny  of  the  othir,  &  now  in  my  nede 
she  hath  socoureJ  me,  and  ^e  othir  haue  yfailed  me ;  and  perioie, 
aftir  my  deth,  she  shal  haue  myn)  empire."  &  so  hit  was  ydo  in 
dede ;  for  aftir  ^e  deth  of  the  emperoui'  the  yongist  doughter  regned 
in  his  sted,  &  ended  pesiblye. 

[Second  Version.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

kyng*,  here  lorde,  that  he  was  comyn)  to  speke  with  hym),  and  to  se 
his  donghter.  the  squyere  commaundid  the  queen)  to  god,  and 
come  to  leyre,  his  lorde,  and  toke  to  hym  his  tresoure,  and  seide  his 
message,  wherfore  leyre  wente  ferre  thense  to  anothere  Cite,  and 
did  aft^  the  ordynaunce  of  his  doughty ;  and  afterward  he  come 
to  ))e  kyng<,  there  he  soioumed  with  his  wife,  leyre  sente  to  the 
kyng*  of  Fraunce,  and  tolde  Cordeli,  his  donghter,  that  he  was 
comyn)  into  Fraunce,  for  to  speke  with  hem),  when  the  kyng* 
herde  this,  he  commaundid  aH  his  men)  to  take  here  horse ;  and  the 
queen)  also  commaundid  aH  here  men)  to  take  here  horse ;  and  afi 
they  ridden)  to-gedre.  The  kyng<  and  the  queen)  Come  with  a  grete 
worship  agayne  hym),  and  rossayued  hym)  with  grete  nobley.  The 
kyng<  commaundid  throw  aXt  his  reawmo,  that  bA  shuld  be  intend- 
au/ite  to  kyng*  leyre,  the  Fadre  of  his  wife,  as  to  hym)  self*.  When) 
leyre  had  dwelled  ^  there  with  the  kyng>  of  fraunce  a  monethe,  he 
tolde  the  kyng<  and  the  queen  how  his  ^.  doughters  had  serued 
hym).  wherfore  kyng*  Agape  assembled  a  grete  powere  of  folke, 
and  sente  hem  with  leyre  in  to  bretayne;  and  CordeH,  his 
donghter,  Come  with  hym,  for  to  haue  the  londe  after  here  fadre. 
and  they  passed  the  see^  and  foughtyn)  with  the  felouns,  and  slowen 
hem) ;  and  leyre  toke  agayne  his  londe,  and  leuyd  after  iij.  yere  in 
pease ;  and  afterwarde  he  died,  and  CordeH,  his  doughter,  did  hym 
be  beried  at  leycetur.  and  after  the  dethe  of  here  fadre,  Cordett 
helde  the  lande  of  Bretayne. 

'  leaf  76,  back. 
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^[D]  ere  Frendis,  this  Emperoui'  may  be  callid  ec&  worldly  maii), 
the  wluch  hath  thre  doughters.  The  first  doughter  ^at  seith, 
^  I  lone  my  fadir  more  ))an  my  self*/'  is  ^e  worlde^  whom  a  man  lovith 
80  wele,  ]Mtt  he  expendith  aH  his  lif  aboute  hit ;  but  what  tyme  he 
shalbe  in  nede  of*  dethe,  soarsly  if^  )»e  world  woH  for  aii  his  love 
yeve  him  five  knyght^,  8ct7.  v.  bordis,  for  a  cofre  to  ley  his  body 
ynne,  in  )w  sepulcre.  The  seconde  donghter,  ^at  lovith  her  fader  as 
moche  as  her  self,  is  )>i  wif,  or  thi  childryn),  or  thi  hyn),  \q  whiche 
woH  happely  fynde  the  in  tht  nede,  to  the  tyme  ^at  ^ou  be  put  in  the 
erthe.  And  the  thrid  doughty,  ^at  lovith  the  as  moche  as  ])ou  art 
worth!,  is  oui'  lord  god,  whom  we  lovith  to  liteH  \  But  if  we  come 
to  him  in  tyme  of  oure  nede  wit^  a  clene  hert  and  mynde,  wtt^oute 
doute  we  shuH  haue  help  of  him  ayens  the  kyng  of  egipt,  sct'Z.  ^e 
devil ;  and  he  shal  sette  vs  in  oure  heritage,  ecU,  ^e  kyngdome  of 
heven).  Ad  quod  nos  &c. 

[XVI.] 
ANCELMUS  THE  EMP^^OUEE. 

(or  THBEE  KNIOHTS  WHO  WEBE  SENT  TO  BEOOVEB  A  OASTLE.) 

ncelmus  was  a  wise  emperoui'  regnyng  in  the  cite  of  Bome ; 
the  which  edified  in  the  ende  of  his  empire  a  passing  fail' 
Castefi  &  sette  fere  a  Stiward,  commaundyng  to  him,  vp-peyne 

■  leaf  159,  col.  1. 

[Second  Version.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

Here  may  men)  se  what  fayre  flaterynge  wordes  done,  that  vn- 
trewly  fullfiUen)  the  be-heste  that^  they  make ;  and  here  also  mony 
men)  may  here,  what  comys  to  hem)  that  sayen)  the  truthe,  as  CordeS 
did ;  For  it  is  written),  they  that  glosen)  the,  and  praysen)  the,  dys- 
seyuen)  the,  and  they  that  tellen)  the  be  truthe  and  Ihe  sothe,  they 
louen)  the,  and  are  thy  good  Erendes,  &c. 

[  V.   leaf  11.  ] 

ANcelyne  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Bome,  a  f  uH  wise  man,  that  in  the 
endesof  bis  Empire  made  aCasteH,  and  ordeyned  there  a  Steward, 
Biddyng  hym,  vpon^  payn)  of  dethe,  to  kepe  wele  the  Casteti. 

*  that  that,  Ma  '  on,  C. 
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of  dethy  for  to  kepe  wele  pai  casteH.  And  this  Stiward  kept  wele  tku 
casteH  during  long  tyme,  but  at  fe  last  lie  was  traitoui'  to  fe  emperoui', 
&  loste  the  casteH.  And  when  the  Emperoure  hen)  this,  he  was  hilj 
meved  in  att  his  bowels,  &  gert  make  a  grete  counseiH,  how  ytX  he 
myght  best  gete  this  casteH  oute  of*  the  hondis  of  his  eneznys.  So 
there  ros  vp  a  knyght,  and  seid,  pere  were  thre  weys  for  to  gete  hit^ 
scil.  pe  wey  of  strength ;  pe  wey  of  wisdom) ;  and  the  wey  of  lave. 
*^&  suche  iig.  knyghtea  pere  beth  now  in  youx^  Empire;  pe  first 
knyght  is  strengist  of  any  ^at  is  in  any  place,  and  he  berith  a 
scochon)  of  goldf,  yriHi  a  lion)  in  pe  mydde& ;  the  second  is  wys,  and 
berith  a  scochon)  yrith  a  pecok ;  &  pe  thrid  knyght  is  amorous  & 
lovyng,  and  lovith  you  more  psn  may  be  trowid,  and  he  berith  a 
golden)  scochon),  with  a  white  dove.  And,  ser,  by  my  counseiH,  thes 
thre  are  to  wynne  the  casteH  to  you  ayen) ;  and  perfote  sendith  for 
hem,  for  if  strength  be  not  wort&,  wisdom  shalbe  wort&,  and  if^ 
wysdom  may  not  do  hit,  love  shalle  gete  pQ  victory."  The  emp&roui' 
liked  welle  this  counseiH,  and  let  send  afbir  hem,  and  seid  to  hem, 
"  Dere  frendis,  of*  you  thre  I  haue  herd  spoke  moche  good,    ye  know 

[Second  Version,     AddiU  MS.  9066.] 

The  Stewarde  kept  it  wele  a  liteH  while,  and  after  that,^  agayn)*  the 
Emperours  wille  he  lost  the  CasteH.  ^  The  Emperour^  whan  he  had^ 
herd  that,  he  was  right  wrothe ;  and  called  to  hym  his  counsaile, 
and  treted  therof*,  how  and  in^  what  way  he  myglit  gete  the  casteU 
oute  of  his  enemyes  handes.  IF  There  a-rose  a  knyght,  and  said,  "  Sir, 
there  are  iij.  waies,  that  is,  the  way  of  wisedom),  the^  way  of 
strengthe,  and  the. way  of  love.  So  it  is  now,  that  in  thi  Empire  are 
iij.  knyghtes;  ^  ^The  first  knyght  is  the  strongest  man  of  youi'  Empire, 
and^  bere^  a  golden)  sheld,  with  a  lyon) ;  IF  The  Second  knyght  is 
wisedome,  and  beretha  silver^  sheld,  with  a  pecok? ;  IT  The  thirde  knyght 
is^  wondir  amerous,*  and  loveth*  you  passyng  wele,  and  he^®  bereth  a 
golden)  sheld,  with  a  white  dove.  If  Sir,^^  by  my  counsaile,  send  after** 
thise  iij.  knyghtes  to  recover^'  the  casteH ;  and  yi  it  be  so  that  'the 
strengest^^  may  not  'gete  it,^^  wisedome  shaH ;  and  yf  wisedome  may 
not,  love  shaH  wynne  it."  IF  The  Emperour,  whan  he  had^*  herd 
this,  it  pleased  hym  wele ;  and  called  to  hym  thise  iij.  knyghtes,  and 
said,  "Frendes,  we*^  have  herd  of  you  grete  praisynges,!®  and  it  is 

*  Om,        •  agayns.        '  Om,        *  by.        •  and  the. 

'  strengest  of  men ;  and  one.        ^  is  right  a.        *  ameroas  passingly. 

•  loues.  »•  Om.         "  Om.         » Om.         "  rescu.         "  strenght 

"  Om.        "  Om.        "  L        "  praysyng. 
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wele  how  ]>at  my  casteH  is  lost,  therfore  to  recoutfre  hit  ayes)  I  send 
yoa  thro ;  for  the  fiist  of  you  is  a  strong  warioui',  the  second  a  grete 
^Ter  of  coxmaeifiy  the  thiid  is  a  suhtiH  sercher  in  love.  Goth  to 
dyner,  and  I  shal  geve  you  a  competent  mede."  ^  When  ^  knyghtis 
held  this,  thei  armed  hem  strongly,  and  yede  her  wey.  When)  thei 
had  riden)  the  space  of  i\j.  dales,  thei  come  to  a  forest ;  and  as  thei 
shah)  haue  entrid  in  to  the  forest,  a  nyghtingaie  sat  vpon)  a  tre,  Ss 
made  a  passing  swete  sonetHK)ng.  At  ]>e  last,  oon  of  the  knyghtis 
apak  to  his  felawis,  and  seid,  "  Sirs,  I  yndirstond  the  song  of  this 
brid ;  the  which  is  not  eUis  but  a  shewyng  to  ys  that  thei'  ben  thefes 
in  J^is  forest^  &  ^  in  grete  plentith ;  the  which  haue  I-herd  telle 
that  we  come  for  to  rekeo^re  the  castett,  &  here  thei  purpose  for  to 
kille  TB."  then  seid  |>e  strong  knyght,  ''I  was  for  my  strength 
aent  hider,  &  ^erfore  -with  my  strength  I  shal  defende  me."  Then 
spake  p&  wise  knyght, ''  &  as  fon  wilt  defende  fe  by  thi  strength,  so 
ahal  I  me  by  my  wisdom."  Then  spak  the  thrid, ''  I  am  nei^  strong 
ne  wysy  as  ye  beth,  and  fertovQ  god  help  me ! "    Whenne  ^is  was 

'  leaf  169,  col.  2. 
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knowen  to  you  of  the^  foresaid  casteH,  that  is  lost ;  Therfore  I  sonde 
you  i^.  to  Wynne  agayn)  the  CasteH  out  of  the  handes  of  myn) 
enemyes,  by  cause  the  first  of  you  is  a  stronge  wernoui'.  The  second 
best  counseiloui',  and  the  thirde  the^  sotelest  enserchour.  %  Gothe 
theifoi'  to  fight,  and  I  shaH  yeU  to  you  worthi  mede."  The 
knyghtes,  whan  they  herd*  this,  thei  armed  hem,  and  toke  her  way 
to  go ;  and  so  thei  ridden)^  iij.  dales,  tiUe  thei  come  to  a  forest ;  and 
as  they  entred  the  forest,  ^there  was^  a  Nyghtyngale  sange  passyng^ 
swetly  ypon'  a  tree.  IF  Than  said  wisedome  the  knyght  to  his  felawes, 
'*  hereth  *me,  for  I*  yndirstond  right  wele  the  ^Nyghtyngale  songe'  is 
not  els  but  she^®  sheweth  to  ys,  that  in  the  forest  are  theyes  ^^many, 
that  haye  herd  of  oure  comyng,  for  to  recoyei'  the  casteH,  and  thei 
purpose  fori*  to  sle^  ys."  %  Than  said  the  stronge  knyght,  **  for  my 
strengthe  I  am  hedir  sent ;  therfore  here^^  I  shaH  defende  you  by  my 
strengths."  Tho^  said  the  wise  knyght  to  his  felawes,  "  and  as  thou 
wilte  defende  ys  by  thi^^  strengthe,  Bight  so  I  shaH  defende  you  by 
my  wisedome."  Than  said  the  thirde  knyght,  ''  I  am  not  stronge, 
ne  wise,  as  ye  are ;  god  be  my  helper  I "  %  Whan  thei  hadde  thus 

"  thiB.        *  Om.        'had  herd.        *  ryde.        •  Om.        •  fulle.        '  on. 

*  Om,        *  nyghtyngaivs  song ;  her  song.         '^  Om,        "  leaf  11,  back. 
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aeid,  the!  entrid  in  to  ))e  forest,  and  pei  met  wiiJi  her  adu^rsaries. 
So  the  strong  knyght  begaD)  to  defende  him,  &  to  fight  manfully ; 
but  atte  ^e  last  pere  came  an  arowe,  &  smote  him  at  ^e  stomak,  & 
he  feH  doun)  ded.  Whenne  }q  wise  man  saw  ^at,  he  gan)  to  al^ge 
resons,  &  to  putte  forthe  wise  wordis;  but  thei  yeve  not  grete 
her3rng  to  his  resons,  but  at  ^e  last  oon  smote  him  to  ]>e  hert,  and 
slow  hi^n.  then  the  thrid  knyght  seyng  this,  he  shet  an  arowe  to 
pe  maister  of  the  thevis,  Ss  he  was  ded  perhj ;  and  when  })at  oper 
meyne  saw  pat  her  maister  was  ded,  thei  fled.  And  pQ  knyght 
pursued  forth  to  pe  casteH  ])at  was  lost;  and  when  he  come,  he 
foHnde  the  yatis  open).  He  entrid,  &  slow  hem  that  were  thenn,  & 
sette  yp  in  a  toure  the  baner  of  the  emparoui'.  And  when  the 
emperoui'  here}  telle  how  wisely  and  strongly  ^at  he  had  ywonne  pe 
casteH,  he  avaunced  the  knyght  to  grete  honour'  and  richesses ;  pe 
which  bare  him  and  shewid  hym  to  be  a  doughti  body  in  aH  his  lyf^, 
and  faire  ende  made. 
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said,  anon)  thei  entred  the  forest,  and  sone  the  malefactours  mette 
hem.  the  stronge  knyght  began  myghtily  to  fight,  and  for  to  defende 
hym;^  and  a  quareH  come  from  an  arblast^  and  smote  hym  in  the 
stomak*,  and  slough  hym.  IF  The  wise  knyght,  whan  he  ha<J  seen 
this,^  than^  he  began  to  allegge  reso&s,  and  shew  to  hem  wisedome ; 
but^  thei  ^toke  no  kepe  therof*,^  but  one  smote  hym  to  the  hert,  and 
he  dyed.  %  That  saw  the  thirde  knyght,  and  sent  an  arowe  to  the 
maister  theef*,  and  smote  hym  thurgh  by  the  myddes ;  and  so  he 
dyed.  IT  The  other  theves  sawe  that,  [and  fled.']  the  knyght 
f  olowed  hem  vnto  the  CasteH  that  was  lost ;  and  whan  he  f  ounde  the 
yates  open,  he  went  in,  and  aH  that  were  ^ther  in®  he  slough,  and  the 
baner  of  the  Emperoui*  he  sette  above  an  high,  in  the  towre.  IT  Whan 
the  Emperoui*  herd  this,*  that  the  knyght  had  thus^*  myghtily  and 
wisely  recovered  ^^  the  casteH,  he  promoted  hym  to  grete  richesse; 
the  which  aH  his  lyf*  aftir  Visely  and^*  myghtily  governed  aH  that 
he  had,  and  so  ended  his  lyf*  in  pease. 

*  hem.        *  arowhlast        '  that        *  Om,        •  Om, 

'  gaf  no  grete  heryng  to  his  reaons.  ^  Supplied  from  0. 
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MOBALITB. 

D£re  Frendis,  this  Emperoui^  is  cure  lord  Ihe^  Crist ;  the  casteH 
is  paradySy  the  Stiward  is  Adam,  oui'  first  f adir,  )>at  lost  the 
castett  of  paradys.  pe  iig.  knyghte^,  of  whom  oon  was  strong, 
sjioyer  wysy  &  ^e  thrid  amerous,  betfi  the  thre  kyndis  of>  men,  to  pe 
which  god  hath  oommaundidf  to  recouere  ayen)  Faradys,  that  Adam 
lost.  By  ])e  strong  ^knyght  we  moste  vndirstonde  ^e  myghty  men  ofi 
this  world ;  ^e  which  herith  a  scochon)  ouergilt, — ^how  so  f  For  oute* 
ward  thei  shyne  by  hye  power,  and  wMynne  [stynkene.] — And 
how  here  thei  a  lyon)  in  the  myddis  1  For  the  lion)  is  kyng  of*  aH 
bestisy  &  afi  men  dredith  him.  And  so  hit  is  by  thes  myghti  men), 
for  thei  be  ouer  simple  men,  &  over  pou^re  men),  &  hem  thei  spoilen) 
and  robben) ;  but  then  anon),  when  thei  comen  in  to  the  forest,  and 
an  arowe  is  shot  ayens  hem,  of  pride  or  lechery,  sothly  thei  bowith 
}eriOf  and  anon  ben)  ded  w/tA  the  stroke.  And  )>6rfore  Holy  Writ 
seith  thus,  ^  Die  vhi  sunt  poteniee,  qui  quondam  regndbani,  qui  cum 
canibxis  ^  auibxxB  ludebard,  comederunt  ^  hiheruntf  mortui  sunt^ 
^  ad  infema  descenderuni^  This  is  to  sey^  Whei'  beth  thei  thes 
myghty  men),  ])at  som  tyme  pleid  wtU  houndis  and  hawkis,  &  so 

>  leaf  169,  back,  ool.  1. 


[Second  Veraim.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emp^roui'  is  oure  lorde  Ihe^u  crist ; 
The  CasteH  is  paradise ;  The  Steward  is  Adam,  the  first  man,  that 
lost  the  CasteH  of  Paradise.  The  iij.  knyghtes,  one  stronge,  an- 
other wise,  the  third  amerons,  are  iij.  maner  of  men,  the  whiche  that 
god  wille  that  thei  werken)  and  laboui'  somwhat,  for  to  recover  and 
Wynne  paradise.  IT  By  the  stronge  knyght  we  shaH  vndirstond 
myghty  men  of  this  world,  that  beren)  a  golden)  sheld,  that  is,  shynyng 
with  out;  So  shyne  they  with  out,  and  stynken)  with  in.  thei 
here  a  lyon)  in  the  myddes  of  her  sheld ;  and  wele  they  may  here 
a  lyon),  for  a  lyon)  is  kyng  of  bestes,  and  aH  bestes  drede  the  lyon). 
IT  So  thise  myghty  men  woUe  be  above  poore  men  and  symple,  and 
spoyle  hem,  and  robbe  hem,  for  suche  are  in  the  forest  of  this 
world.  IT  Whan  the  arowe  of  pride  or  of  lechery  come  to  hem,  anori) 
thei  enclyne  to  hem;  and  therfore  speketh  holy  scripture  ayensb 
myghty  men  on  ^  this  wise,  IF  Say  now,  where  are  grete  men,  that 
somtyme  reigned,  the  whiche  plaied  withe  houndes  and  Briddes  f  they 

*  leaf  12. 
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murily  ete  Ss  dronkel  thei  both  ded^  and  descendid  don)  to  helle. 
The  brid,  yalt  sang  so  muiely  in  the  top  of  the  tre,  is  ^i  oonscienoe; 
the  which  tellith  eu^rmoie  what  ia  to  be  chosen^,  &  what  is  to  be 
refusid ;  and  ^erfoie  seith  the  Apoatitt,  Onaa  quod  fit  contra  eon- 
«ei^0iictam^  edifieai  ad  gehennam  ^c  vt  rapra.  The  thef  es,  ]Mtt  beth 
in  ]>e  forest,  beth  pride  of  lyf*,  wronge  coTetise  of  yjen),  &  wrong 
covetiae  of  Flessh.  The  auctoter  of  pride  is  fe  devjH ;  The  auctottr 
of  covetise  of  yjen)  is  )»e  world ;  The  auctottr  of  covetise  of  Flesshe 
is  man  self*,  for  thou  norisshest  &  levist  dilicatly.  By  the  wise 
knyght  beth  moste  vndirstond  men  of  holy  Ghirche,  Instices  &  lugis, 
Erlis,  and  opere.  Thes  men  berith  the  scochon)  of  SUuer, — how  so  f 
For  thei  makith  to  hem  a  feii^  tong  as  Silaer,  and  hit  is  of  hem  as 
hit  is  of  a  man)  that  lokith  in  a  minouf ;  For  as  long  as  a  man 
lokith  in  a  myrrbui',  as  long  is  ^e  ymage  of  him  in  his  sights  bat  as 
sone  as  pe  visage  is  fro  the  myrroai*,  as  sone  ^e  sight  of  fe  ymage 
goth  awey.  so  by  hem ;  For  als  long  as  ]>e  pooere  man  hath  a  good 
purs,  as  long  thei  woH  help,  but  as  sone  as  J>e  purs  faileth,  J»ei  fleetli, 
and  wol  not  be  yhad.  And  fertore  seith  Osee,  N<m  eet  [veritMy  non 
est]  misericordta,  non  est  scientea  dei  in  terra.  Non  eat  vetUoB  m 
paupevilnUf  qtUa  pmurant  ae  cotidte;  malunt  emmpedmrari  qttaai 

[Second  Version.    Addit  M8.  9066.] 

eten),  and  dronken),  and  went  to  helle.  IT  The  nyghlyngale  that 
songe,  is  \i  conscience,  that  all  way  seith  to  the  what  is  to  chese,  and 
what  IS  to  fle.  And  therfore  saith  the  ApposteH,  All  that  is  done 
agayn)  conscience,  edefieth  to  helle.  Extorcioners  and  theves  aro 
in  the  forest  of  this  world,  tho  are  pride,  concupiscence  of  eyen), 
and  concupiscence  of  flessh.  Auctoi'  of  pride  is  the  fend ;  auctor  of 
concupiscence  of  eyen)  is  the  world ;  and  auctor  of  concupiscence  of 
the  flessh  art  thou  thi  self,  that  livest  delicatly,  and  norisshest  thi 
fiessh.  IT  By  the  wise  knyght  ye  shall  vndirstond  domesmen  of  holy 
chirche,  and  lustices,  and  Sheref  es.  thise  here  a  siluer  sheld,  that  is 
to  sey,  they  shew  faire  speche  as  siluei' ;  and  it  is  of  hem  as  it  is  of 
an  ymage  in  a  myrroui' ;  but  go  from  the  myrroui^,  and  the  ymage 
gothe  his  way.  IT  Bight  so  some  symple  men  have  the  purse  open)  for 
to  yeve  hem  than  thei  behold  the  poore  men,  but  and  the  purse  be 
ehitte,  they  gone  her  way;  IT  Of  the  which  speketh  luke,  In  a  tyme  they 
beleven,  and  in  a  tyme  thei  gone  her  way.  IT  Also  the  prophete  Ysaye 
aeith,  there  is  no  torouthe,  there  is  no  Mercy,  there  is  no  wisedome  of 
god  in  erthe,     there  is  no  trouthe  in  poore  men,  for  ofte  thei  for- 
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denarios  amittere^  Non  ed  miBeiicoidia  in  diuitibna,  qma  vdunt 
h^Lhere  ametciamenta  super  proximos.  Nan  est  ^entta  in  bcUliuis  ^ 
iudieilniaj  qui  deberent  egue  iudicare,  Non  est  Veritas  in  iudiciis 
exequendisj  nee  misericordia  in  miseris  subueniendis^  nee  ed&aiia  in 
perieulis  cauendis.  Hit  is  seid  here,  that  )>e  mercy  ne  the  connyng  of 
god  is  not  Ysid  'in  erth,  as  he  sendith  hit ;  for  ne  ^ere  ia  no  soth- 
fastnes  among  the  pon^re  people,  for  eche  day  thei  woH  f orswere  hem ; 
thei  had  lever  he  forswore  then  lese  her  money ;  pere  is  no  mercy  ne 
pite  with  the  riche,  for  thei  takitti  amercymenl^  and  pleynt3  wrong- 
fully vpon)  her  neighbours ;  Thei'  is  no  connyng  with  Ingis  ne  Bailyfs, 
^t  shold  deme  iustly;  thei^  is  no  right  vsid  in  domys  to  be 
executed,  ne  mercy  in  wrecchis  to  be  holpyii),  ne  connyng  in  perilis 
to  be  eschewid.  And  ^erfore  hit  is  seid,  Jac.  y.  Conueraum  est 
itidicitija  retrorsum,  et  iuatida  a  longe  steiit,  this  is  to  sey,  Dome  is 
turned  bakward,  and  rightwisnes  stoode  af er.  sucK  men  berith  a 
Scochou)  yriih  a  pecok,  for  the  pecok  goth  like  a  thef*,  and  so  do  thei ; 
tbei  bringith  fore  moche  ayens  pore  people,  but  thei  yelde  to  hem 
right  liteH ;  and  as  )>e  pecok  hath  many  yjeu)  in  his  taiH,  &  aU  beth 
blynde,  so  hath  suche  men  many  wordis,  &  aH  beth  fals  &  deceyuable. 
And  fertoTQ  when  the  arow  of  penaunce  comyth  to  hem,  anon  thei 
fdlith,  for  thei  tumeth  bakward  rightwisnes.  The  i^^.  knyght, 
^t  slow  pe  maister  of  the  theves,  is  euery  good  Cristeu)  man)  ^at 

'  agattere,  MS.  '  leaf  169,  back,  ool  2. 
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flwere  hem  [rather]  than  thei  wold  lese  vj.  pens  ;  there  is  no  mercy 
in  riche  men,  for  tnei  wille  have  the  mersement  and  the  chaffare  of 
lesynges ;  There  is  no  wisedome  in  bailies,  that  oweth  to  deme  evenly, 
Ne  there  is  no  trouthe  in  domes  to  be  gynnen),  ne  mercy  to  wrecches 
to  be  holpen),  ne  wisedom)  in  pereli  to  be  eschewed.  IT  Therefoi'  seitb 
ysaie  the  prophete,  Truthe  is  put  downe,  and  rightwisenesse  stonde 
aferre.  such  beren)  the  Sheld  with  a  pecok*.  the  pecok*  goth  like 
a  theef* ;  right  so  thei  do  to  symple  men,  for  thei  behight  mekeU, 
and  yeve  liteH ;  also  the  pecok*  hath  many  eyen)  in  his  taile,  and 
all  are  blynde,  and  so  are  thei,  for  thei  speken)  many  faire  wordes, 
and  ail  are  false  and  sclaunderous.  IT  Therfore,  whan  the  arowe  of 
penaunce  comets  to  hem,  anon)  thei  fallen),  for  thei  peruerten  trouthe. 
Y  The  thirde  knyght,  that  slough  the  maister  theef*.  Is  a  good  cristeii) 
man,  that  trusted  not  in  mannes  myght,  ne  in  wisedome  of  the 
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tnistith  not  in  strength  of  man,  ne  in  transitory  wisdom,  but  att  in 
fe  grace  of  god ;  and  sucne  men  wt  t^ute  doute  shuH  wynne  the 
casteH  of  heven).    Ad  quod  &c 

[  xvn.  ] 

CACLIDES. 
(of  a  touno  kniqht  who  blew  an  old  kniqht  and  mabbied  his 

WIDOW.) 

Caclides  was  a  wys  emperoure  regnyng  in  the  oite  of  Home ;  in 
fe  Empire  of^  whom  thei'  were  two  knyghtis,  oon  was  old,  and 
])at  o^ir  was  yong*.  the  old  man  had  weddid  to  wif  a  yong  damyseH, 
and  the  yong  knyght  had  weddid  an  old  woman);  and  both  thes 
men  duellid  in  oo  cite,  ny  to-gidi'.  So  hit  happid  in  a  certein  day, 
that  this  yong  knyght  had  a  grete  yje  on  the  yong  wif,  that  was 
y weddid  to  the  old  knyght,  and  was  hily  ravisshed  in  to  hir  love ; 
and  ])onght  '^  ))at  hit  had  be  more  conuenient  me  to  haue  had  this 
yonge  woman),  and  fe  ofer  man  my  wif."  And  in  dede  he  spak  to 
this  yong  womaid,  &  she  granntid  him ;  but  she  was  kept,  fat  she 
myght  not  breke  oute,  to  do  no  trespas.     So  ))is  woman)  lokid  onto 

[Second  Version.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

world,  that  is  passyng,  but  only  trusteth  in  goddes  grace ;  to  the 
whiche  god  brynge  ys  I    Amen. 

[  Vn.  leaf  13,  back,! 

CIclides  reigned  in  Rome  Emperoure,  in  whos  Empire  were  \j. 
knyghtes,  one  olde,  anothei'  yonge.  The  olde  knyght  hadde 
wedded  a  yonge  woman,*  and  the  yonge  knyght  ^had  wedded*  an 
olde  woman ;  and  thise  ij.  knyghtes  dwelled  nere  to-gedre.  It  ^happened 
this'  yonge  knyght  sawe  ones  the  wyf  of  his  felaw,  the  olde  knyght, 
and  anon)^  he  was  take  *  in  the  love  of  her,  and  thought,  it  were 
more  honest  that  I  shuld  have  such  a  wyf*,  ^and  my  felaw  to  have 
suche  a  wyf"  as  I  have.^  IT  This  yonge  knyght  spake  so  to  the  yonge 
lady,  that  she  consented;  but  she  was  kept  so  streight,^  that  in^  no 
wise  thei  myght  not*  come  to-gedre,  for  to  fulfille  her  wille  in  feble 
dede.   II  It  fiUe  so,^^  that  the  lady  was  wonte  ofte  sithes  to  rise,  and 

*  mayde.        '  Om.        '  happed  that  the.        *  Om.        '  Om.        '  Om. 

^  Om.        •  Om.        •  Om.        »•  Om. 
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oft  tyme  at  her  chamb^  wyndowe,  for  to  here  the  swete  song  that 

the  yong  knyght  ysid  to  syng ;  and  afore  this  wyndow  stode  a  feire 

fygge-tre,  vpon)  fQ  which  a  nyghtingale  Ysid  to  sit  &  syng;  and 

therfore  ))e  yong  lady  vsid  ofte  tyme  to  rise  in  the  nyght  to  here  this 

hrid  syng.     At  pe  last  the  old  man^  her  hosbond,  perceyyed  hit,  and 

seid  to  hir,  "  Telle  me  the  cause  whi  ]7oa  risest  so  ofte  fro  thi  bed.** 

"  A !  s«r/'  quod  she,  "  Jere  is  sittyng  in  f e  tree  suche  a  brid,  fat 

syngeth  swetly,  and  I  arise  to  here  him."    &  ])e  knyght  arose  vp,  and 

toke  an  arowe  and  a  bowe,  and  shet  at  ])e  brid,  Ss  slowe  hit ;  &  drow 

his  hert  oute,  &  cast  hit  to  her,  &  seid,  "  Take  fere  the  hert  of  him, 

for  whos  song  fan  ros  vp  so  anyght  fro  me.     And  ferioie  fro  hennys 

forward  hold  thi  bed,"    When  pe  yong  knyght  herd  telle  how  ^that 

he  had  slawe  this  brid,  he  thought,  "  if*  he  knew  how  moche  I  love 

his  wif,  he  wold  do  to  me  as  he  hath  do  to  pe  brid ;  but  hit  shaL  not 

be  so."  He  armyd  him,  and  entrid  in  to  the  hous  of*  the  old  knyght, 

and  slow  him ;  &  sone  after  his  old  wif*  died,  and  fo  he  weddid  the 

yong  wif", 

^  leaf  160,  col.  1. 
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go  to  her  chambre  wyndow,  for  to  here  the  yonge  knyght,  how 
meryly  he  songe.  And  before  the  wyndowe  was  a  figge-tree,  vpon 
the  whiche  a  Nyghtyngale  songe  swetely.  The  lady  Vroose  on 
nyghtes^  for  to  here  his  songe.  The  olde  knyght,  whan  he  had  per- 
seived  that,  he  said  to  his  wyf, ''  Telle  me  for  what  cause  thou  risest 
so  ofte  on^  nyghtes,  out  of  thi  beddel"  IT  She  said,  '^sii',  there  is  a 
nyghtyngale,  that  syngeth  every*  nyght  fulle  swetely,  and  for  to 
here  his  songe  I  rise  out  of*  my*  bedde  'a  nyghtes."*  IT  Whan  the 
knyght  had^  herde  ^that,  he  toke  a  bowe  and  an  arowe,  and  slough 
the  Nyghtyngale ;  and  toke  out  the  harte,  and  gaf*  it  to  his  wyf*,  and 
said,  ''  Se,  ^here  is  his  hert^  that  songe  so  merely,  for  whos  songe 
thou  aroose  so  ofte ;  from  hens  forward  thou  shalt  rest  in  thi  bedde." 
^  The  yonge  knyght,  whan  he  herde  that  the  Nyghtyngale  was  slayn), 
he  thought  *in  his  hert,  "  and*  he  wist  how  moche  I  loved  his  wyf», 
he  wold  do  to  me  as  he  did  to  the  Nyghtyngale,  but  it  shaH  not  be 
80."  IT  Than  he  armed  hym,  and  went^^  into  the  house  of  the  olde 
knyght,  and  slough  hym ;  and^^  anoid  after  ^  his  wyf*  died ;  and  than 
he  wedded  the  olde  knyghtes  wyf*,  and  afterward  ended  his  lyf*  in 
pease. 

*  rofle  ft-nyghtes.     •  in.     •  alle.     *  the.     *  at  nyght     •  Om,     '  leaf  14. 
*  the  hart  of  hym.    '  with  in  hym  selfe,  Tf.    '"^  entred.     "  Om.     *'  after  that. 
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MORALITB. 

D'Ere  frendis,  this  Empcronre  is  oure  loide  Ih«ra  Ciist,  Fader  of 
I  heven).  In  his  empire  beth  two  knyghte^, — how  so  1  ])e  yong 
knyght  was  moyses,  pat  weddid  the  old  wif*,  acU.  pe  old  lawe, 
J^at  was  byf ore  the  natiuite  of  Crist :  the  old  knyght  is  oui'  lord 
Ihe^u  Crist,  the  which  is  wtt^oute  begynnyng;  and  he  weddid  a 
yong  wif*,  when  he  made  the  new  lawe,  &  fylid  not  ))at  othir,  as  is 
seid  in  the  gospeH,  Non  veni  soluexe  Ugenif  eed  adimplere,  I  come 
not  to  lose  or  vndo  pe  lawe,  but  to  fuMlle  hit.  but  moyses  &  aH 
othir  profit^  and  patriarkes  desired  for  to  se  this  new  lawe  of  Crist, 
and  to  be  weddid  perwit"^;  but  pei  myght  not  se  hit  The  lady 
ros  vp  ofte  tyme  for  to  here  the  swete  song  of  the  bird ;  by  the  lady 
we  yndirstond  fQ  soule,  made  to  }e  likkenesse  of  god,  pe  which 
owith  to  arise  fro  the  bed  of  synne,  and  here  fe  song  of  pe  word  of 
god,  and  of^  holy  scripture.  The  fyg-tre,  f&i  stondith  afore  ^e 
wyndowe,  is  ])e  Cros  of  Crist,  fai  stondith  afore  oure  yjen):  the 
brid,  ))at  syngeth  so  swetly,  is  fe  manhode  of  Crist,  pQ  which  praied 
his  fader  for  vs  on^  the  cros ;  and  fere  in  p&t  tre  was  slayn)  by  men 

>  in,  MS. 
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Deolaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  our  lord  Jhesn  crist, 
in  whos  Empire,  that  is,  in  this  world,  were  two  knyghtes,  one 
yonge,  the  other  olde.  The  yonge  knyght  was  Moyses,  that  wedded 
the  olde  woman,  that  is,  the  olde  lawe.  IT  The  olde  knyght  was  our 
lord  Ihera  crist,  that  is,  god  with  out  begynnyng ;  and  he  wedded 
a  yonge  maiden),  that  is,  the  new  lawe  l^at  he  made,  and  fowled 
not  the  other ;  wherfore  he  said,  I  oome  not  to  breke  the  lawe,  but 
to  fulfille  it.  IT  But  moyses  and  ali"  the  prophetes  desired  for  to  wedde 
this  lawe,  that  is  to  sey,  crist,  and  thei  sawe  hym  not  By  the  lady, 
that  arose  out  of  her  bedde,  we  shall  yndirstond  the  soule  formed  to 
the  symylitude  of  god,  that  oweth  to  a-rise  out  of  the  bedde  of  synne, 
and  here  the  song^  of  the  holy  scripture.  %  The  figge-tree  before  the 
wyndowe  is  the  crosse  of  crist  before  oure  eyen).  The  nyghtyngale, 
that  songe  swetely,  is  the  manhede  of  crist,  that  on  the  crosse  praied 
to  his  fadir  for  synners ;  but  he  was  slayn)  of  mankynd,  and  suffred 
dethe  for  our  synnes.  IT  Therf ore  we  owe  to  wedde  his  wyf,  that  is, 
his  lawe,  and  love  her,  and  lede  a  pesible  lyf  ,  by  the  whiche  we  mow 

*  Bone,  MS. 
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for  oure  synnes.    And  ^erfore  we  ahuld  [wed]  his  wif ,  bcH.  his  lawe, 
&  lede  ^erwith  pesable  lyf*,  and  haue  eu^rlastyng  ly^.    Ad  guam  &c. 

— ■ ' ! 
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please  god,  and  so  purcbace  ys  ever  lastyng  lyf;  to  the  whiche 
bijnge  YS  oure  lord  Ihe^u  Crist !     Amen. 


[xvnL  ] 

ANT0NIU8  THE  EMPESOUKEL 
(how  a  oitt  was  taken  bt  stratagem.) 

Antonius  was  a  wise  Empfiroui'  regnyng  in  the  dte  of  Borne ;  the 
which  oideyned  for  a  law,  yai  what  tyme  thei'  was  any  f yre  in 
.  ^at  cite,  thei^  shold  be  a  bideH  y-oideined  for  to  aYaite  hit,  and 
to  make  an  high  prodamacioii)  in  fe  cite,  seying,  "  0 !  there  is  fiie  in 
suche  a  place  in  pQ  cite;  by  you  to  ryng  your  bellis,  and  ])at  sXt  }e  yates 
of  ^  cite  wei'  stekid !  Hit  happid  ^t  there  was  oon,  ^at  thought 
for  to  spoils  ^  cite,  &  ferioie  seid  to  his  s^maunl^,  "  Deie  Fiendis, 
if^  we  set  fire  in  the  cite,  anon  pere  sbalbe  made  a  cry,  and  men  shal 
arme  hem,  &  ayenstond  ys  ;  anon)  the  yatis  shulbe  MA ;  and  ^^rfore 
I  wold  we  had  better  counseifi  in  fiB  cas,  how  ^t  we  xnygltt  recou^re 
this  cite,  wtt/ioute  crying  or  makyng  of  noise."  then  qpake  oon,  & 
seid,  "  My  lord,  ye  sbul  haue  good  counseiH ;  let  ys  pesibly  ^£ntie  the 
cite,  and  abide  there  as  by  space  of  iij.  daies ;  and  kt  ys  cry  a  festsy 
and  we  sbul  make  a  drynke  of  suche  a  Yertue,  that  euery  man  thai 
drynketh  ferot^  shal  slepe  anon  af  tir ;  and  when  thei  beth  on  slepe^ 
we  shutt  haue  oure  desire,  wit^ute  shedyng  of  blode.*  ^  This  is 
good  counseiH,"  qt<od  he.  And  perfove  this  knyght  with  his  meyne 
entrid  fe  citee ;  and  thei  bedde  aH  men  to  feste,  &  made  suche  a 
drynke ;  and  anon)  as  men  dronke  on  this  drynke,  thei  slept  anon>. 
And  while  thei  slept^  thei  entred  the  cite,  and  spoiled  hit ;  and  aftir 
that  thei  set  hit  on  fire,  the  which  brend  aXt  vp ;  but  aH  maner  of 
men)  were  in  suche  plight,  that  ^ere  was  [none]  to  crye ;  "  fire  is  in 
the  cite ;  go  ryng  yout'  bellis,  and  steke  the  jatk  I " 

>  leaf  160,  col.  2. 
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Swete  frendis,  this  Emperoui'  is  oure  loide  Ihera  Crist ;  ]>e  whicli 
ordeinedl  a  lawe,  pat  as  oft  tyme  as  pQ  fire  of  syune  is  in  thi 
Boule,  that  thou  renne  swiftly  to  pQ  belle  of  conf essioD).  So  that 
pere  be  at  leste,  for  resoii)  of  the  trynyte,  thre  bellis,  scU.  p&i  is  to 
sey,  contricioD),  confessioo),  and  satisfaccioii).  and  aftir  shit  the 
yatis,  that  is  to  sey,  thi  y.  -wittes,  that  deth  entre  not  by  the  yatis. 
The  knyght,  Jiat  comyth  with  his  meyne,  is  pe  deviH,  the  whiche 
goth  aboute  for  to  seche  whom  he  may  devouie ;  and  perfore  be  ye 
strong  in  the  feith,  and  defend  you.  his  folowers  bet£  the  vij. 
dedly  synnes ;  &  he  makith  a  feste  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  puttitti  fortb 
the  yanytes  of  pe  worlde  to  a  man).  And  the  erthly  man)  hath  so 
grete  appetit  in  pe  worldly  yanytes,  ))at  he  slepit^  Bcil,  hath  so  grete 
dilectacioD)  in  hem,  pat  he  perceyyeth  not  the  pmH  of  his  soule.  & 
pe  worldly  drynke  is  perilous  drynke,  for  if*  a  man)  drynke  oonys 
pereoff  he  may  ynneth  be  fold ;  he  farith  as  doth  a  man)  pat  hath 
the  dropcy,  pe  more  he  drynketh,  pe  more  he  thristet^  And  so  hit 
is  of  worldly  goodis,  for  pe  more  that  a  man  hal£  of  hem,  pe  more 
he  coyetit]l ;  and  periove  such  men)  take  non  hede  of^  this  text  )iat 
folowith,  IT  Totus  mundus  in  mdligno  ponitur,  pat  is  to  sey,  AH  )»e 
worl(}  is  set  in  wikkednesse.  And  periove  if  there  be  any  suche, 
hit  were  nedeful  pat  he  ronne  to  pe  bellis  of  confessiou).  But  we  see 
somtyme  pat  bellis  may  not  wele  be  yronge,  for  thei  beth  bounde  so 
strongly  to  a  tre,  pat  they  may  [not]  be  ymeyecl.  Yn  pe  same  wise 
beth  tongis  of  synners  boundyn)  by  the  DenyH,  pat  thei  may  not  bo 
yshriyen).  The  Deyil  doth  as  dotil  thefes ;  for  if  thef es  here  berkyng 
of  houndis,  thei  castith  hem  brede  or  flessh,  &  so  thei  leye  berkyng ; 
and  so  the  thef  entrit]l  pe  hous,  and  holdith  men  by  the  throtis, 
pat  thei  cry  not  for  help ;  &  doth  oute  the  fire,  ynto  pe  tyme  thei 
haue  sped  of  her  pray.  So  pe  deyili  castith  fortli  a  delectaciou)  or  a 
])ought  in  to  a  mai]),  and  makith  him  to  thenk  thus,  3&y  I  am  yong 
ynow,  I  may  aH  in  tyme  Shryye  me,  ^when  I  am  a  liteH  elder.  And 
so  the  man  rennyth  not  to  confessiou) ;  For  if  he  do,  he  takith  him 
by  the  throte,  sct7.  he  puttith  in  him  shame,  that  he  shaH  not  shriye 

*  ]eaf  160,  back,  col.  1. 
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him,  and  vrith  j^at  the  fire  of  devocioD)  is  slaked.  And  Jy^rfore,  dere 
Prendis,  let  vs  fle  fro  this  thef  fe  devel,  for  we  knowith  not  in  what 
hour  that  thef*,  ecil.  deth,  shal  come  vpon)  vs,  in  age  or  in  jongil^ ; 
and  ])erfore  let  vs  ener  be  redy  yrith  the  yirgynes  pat  toke  oyle,  Bcil. 
meritory  werkys,  and  so  we  mow  come  to  the  hlisse  aboue.  Ad 
quod  no8  peiducat  qui  vluit  ^  regnat  &c 

[  XIX.  ] 
AOT)RONICUS  J)EMP^i?OTJR 

(of  THE  KNIGHT  WHO   SAVED  HIS   LIFE  B7  ANSWERING  SEVEN 

QUESTIONS.) 

Andronicus  was  Emperoui'  of  Bome,  &  regnedl  thei^  mighty  in 
power :  and  he  had  wit^  him  a  knyght,  namecl  Temecius,  thei 
which  was  rightwis  and  good ;  Nencrtheles  by  enemys  he  was 
accused!  grevously  to  pe  emperoui^,  the  which  myght  yeve  noo  sentence 
ayenst  him.  And  when  the  Emperoui^  saw  this,  he  thought  how  and 
by  what  manure  )>at  he  myght  grive  or  noy  him ;  and  ])erf  ore  he  clepid 
him  to  him,  and  seid,  ^'  Dere  Frende,  fon  shalt  answere  to  certein 
questions,  fe  which  I  shal  put  vnto  the,  and  j^at  in  peyne  of  thi  lyf ." 
"  Sir/'  qwod  fat  othir,  « I  shal  do  ^  J^at  I  can  or  may."  "  Telle 
me  how  moche  is  fro  heven)  to  belief  pia  is  my  first  question).'' 
"  Sir,"  quo^  that  othir,  "  as  moch  as  is  a  sighing  fro  the  hert."  "  The 
second  I  aske,  how  depe  is  fe  See  f "  "  Sir,"  quod  he,  "  as  is  ])e  cast 
of*  a  stone."  "  The  thrid,  how  many  galons  of*  salte  water  ben)  in 
the  See  1 "  "  Sir,"  quod  he,  ''  let  aH  fe  outepassinge^  ofi  fressh  water 
be  stoppid,  &  I  shaH  t^  the."  "  The  iiij.  of  what  crafte  or  of  what 
myster  beth  moste  men)  1 "  "  Sir,"  quod  he,  "  of  leche-crafte.*' 
••The  V.  of«  whom  beth  moste  and  fewisti"  "Sir,"  quod  he,  "of" 
popys."  Then  seid  the  Emperoui^,  "  The  vj.*  shal  distroy  him ; — 
how  many  daies  ioumey  beth  in  ]>e  sercle  of  the  worldl  1 "  then 
spake  [he],  "  oonly  the  space  of*  oo  day."  "  now,  what  diflference 
is  bytwene  riche  and  pouerel"  "but  rychesse,"  quod  pat  othir. 
Whenne  J>e  emperoui'  had  herd  aH  thes  wordis,  he  seid,  "j3ou 
answeredist  to  my  first  question),  &  saidist,  pat  heven)  was  fro  belle 
as  moche  as  is  a  sighyng  fro  pe  hert ;  teH  me  now  how  may  pat  be  1 " 

GE8TA.  5 
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"  Sir,"  quo&  he,  '*  for  in  tumyng  of  an  yje  comyth  a  sygbing  fro  the 
hert,  &,  aer,  in  so  liteH  space  may  a  good  soule  passe  to  heyen),  & 
a  dampnyd  soule  to  helle."  ''what  is  fe  depnesse  of  the  Seel** 
"  aer,  I  sey,  the  cast  of  a  ston) ;  for  eche  hevy  thing  natuiely  de- 
scendithy  &  for  fe  stone  is  hevy  and  ponderous,  )>erfore  he  woH 
discende,  and  ^erfore,  If*  I  were  ^a  ston),  I  shuld  discende  to  ]» 
groonde  of  ^e  see,  &  telle  you  the  soth  by  prohacion)."  Then  seid 
fe  emptfroux',  "what  if  ^  ail  ]>e  outegoyng  of*  the  fressh  water  be 
stoppid  f "  "  For  if  fou  did  so,  then  I  shuld  telle  ^  how  many 
galons  of  salt  water  [were]  in  fe  see."  quod  the  empeioui',  "  Jpat 
were  impossible  me  to  da"  '*  So  were  )iat  ojier  impossible  for  me,** 
quod  he,  ''for  to  mow  here."  "How  of  lechecraftf"  quod  pe 
emperoui'.  "  For  fere  is  no  man,"  seid  ^e  knyght,  "  but  ^t  he  ia 
Bomtyme  seke,  &  somlyme  medlith  wttft  medicynes."  Then  seid  he, 
"  how  of  the  Pope  1 "  "  For  god  is  oon,"  seid  he,  "  and  J^erfore  he 
hath  made  a  vyker."  "  And  also  who  makith  }e  dales  ioumey,  ])at 
]k)u  speke  of*! "  " Sir,"  quod  he,  " the  sonne,  ^  which  goth  aboute 
aH  fe  world  in  oo  daye."  " Go  thi  wey,"  quod  the  emperoui^,  "for 
thyn)  answeris  haue  ykept  the  fro  deth." 

MORAUTB. 

DEie  Frendis,  this  Emperoui'  may  be  callid  eche  man),  ^t  aignytfi 
how  ^at  he  may  in  the  day  of  dome  answere  to  god.  pe  first, 
how  moche  is  bytwene  good  and  yueH  f  and  ^at  is  to  ])e  first  question)^ 
where  as  he  askith,  how  moche  is  bytwene  heuen)  and  belle  1  & 
fat  foM  oughtist  to  considre  in  fi  hert,  what  fan  shalt  haue  for  the 
good,  Bcil,  heuen),  and  for  yrel,  aeil.  helle;  and  ferfore  fie  yveH, 
&  take  ^e  good.  How  depe  the  See  is  1  By  fai  thou  shuldist  thenk 
how  moche  is  ^e  periH  of  this  worlde,  &  to  fie  thilke  perils ;  for*hit 
is  hard  to  go  in  to  the  fyre,  &  not  to  brenne  fe  solis  of*  fi  fete.  So  it 
is  hard  to  go  in  the  world,  &  not  o£fend  god.  Also  of  what  ciafte 
is  mostel  Know  ^ou,  that  fere  beth  two  maner  of  medycyns,  ^t  ia 
to  sey,  material,  and  sptri/ual;  and  aH  fe  chose  childryn)  of  god 
moste  vse  the  sptnfueH  medicyn),  &  haue  nede  of  hit^  For  wtt^ute 
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hit  pere  is  non  helth  in  no  creature.  Also  of*  what  crafte  or  of*  what 
myster  beth  moste  &  fewist  1  sciL  pe  pope ;  for  eche  man  is  a  pope 
ouer  him  self*,  &  is  yholde  to  laboiu*  for  his  owne  helth.  Also  how 
many  dales  iourneys  1  j)is  ierme  or  this  dyet,  is  not  ellis  but  the 
terme  of  thi  lyf ;  for  if*  that  we  lyvedl  an  c,  yere,  hit  is  but  an  houre 
as  to  regard  of  euarlastyng  lyf*.  And  perfoie  let  vs  make  him,  ])at 
settith  such  a  dyet  in  vs,  to  rise  witA  vs,  and  lig  with  vs  ;  and  lat  vs 
traveiH  so  wele,  ]>at  we  mowen)  passe  oute  of*  the  world  as  clene  as 
we  entrid,  thurgh  meritory  worker.  Also  difference  is  bytwene  ricfi 
and  pouere,  bcU.  he  [is]  riche,  fat  hath  many  virtues,  by  tbe  which 
he  doth  plesaunce  to  god ;  &  he  is  pouere,  ]^at  lakkith  ^vertue.  And 
therfore  let  vs  laboui*  for  suche  richesses,  wherthurgh  we  mow  come 
to  pQ  kyngdom  of  heven).     Ad  quod  ^c, 

[XX,] 

BONONIUS  THE  EMPJEHOUR. 
(of  the  three  jealous  phtsioians.) 

BOnonius  was  regnyng  a  wys  emperoui'  in  the  cite  of  Eome,  but  in 
aH  his  tyme  he  lay  as  he  were  seke ;  and  j^erfore  he  sent  mes- 
sangers  in  to  diners  contres,  for  to  wete  if*  pere  were  any  lechis 
fat  myght  hele  him,  ]>at  he  myght  be  brought  vnto  him.  And  at  the 
last  pere  was  oon  yfounde,  calHd  Aueroys,  fat  was  sotitt  in  crafte, 
and  a  good  practiser.  When  he  ^  was  brought  byfore  the  emperoure, 
and  saw  him,  he  seid*to  him,  "  Sir,  rest  you  mery,  and  ioyeth  in  oure 
lord."  And  he  bad  him  shew  his  vryne;  and  so  it  was  ydon). 
Vfhenne  he  had  yseyn)  his  vryne,  he  ordeyned  a  medyoyn),  and  yaf  hit 
to  the  emperoui^,  by  the  which  the  emperoure  had  his  hele.  And 
th«  Emperoure  yaf  to  him  many  feii*  yiftis,  and  made  him  to  abide 
with  him ;  and  there  he  heled  many  seke.  So  there  were  thre  lechis 
in  pe  cite,  fat  had  grete  indignacion)  and  envie  of*  this  leche ;  and 
Jerfore  thei  counseiled  to-gidre  how  thei  myght  distroy  him.  "  doth 
aftir  my  counseitt,"  seid  oon  of*  hem,  "and  we  shul  distroy  hira 
withoute  any  hurt,  and  fat  in  this  maner.  Somday  we  shul  passe 
oute  of  this  cite  to  visite  seke  men)  of<  his  cure,  and  I  shal  stond  in 
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his  wej,  and  ])at  fer  from  the  citee,  by  the  space  of  a  myle.  Ani 
when  he  comyth  to  me-wait),  I  shal  lifte  vp  myn  hond,  and  make 
vpoii)  me  pe  signe  of  the  crosse,  and  I  shal  say,  Alias!  alias! 
maister,  what  eiletli  the,  thou  art  lepre  ?  And  oon  of  you  shal  stond 
fro  me  the  space  of*  ij.  or  iij.  myle ;  and  when  he  comyth  to  him,  he 
shall  afferme  my  word,  and  sey  as  I  seid.  And  pe  thrid  of  vs  shatt 
be  thre  or  four*  myle  beyonde;  and  when  he  seth  him  nye,  he 
shal  begynne  to  go,  and  make  lamentacion),^  and  seyTi,  oute,  alas  1 
my  maistre  is  ymade  lepre.  And  when  he  seth  vs  alle  accorde  in 
oon,  he  shdi  trow  in  vs,  and  then  for  drede  he  shal  bycome  lepre  ; 
for  so  a  lepre  may  be  made."  And  then  thei  seid,  this  was  a  good 
counseiH.  And  so  thei  aspied  among  hem  when  Aueroys  shuld  ride 
oute  of  the  cite ;  and  ])is  f orseid  man)  stood  oute  of*  the  citee,  by  the 
space  of  iij.  myle,  &  made  contynaunce  as  he  had  be  goyng ;  the 
seconde  was  two  myle  fro  him,  and  fe  thrid  was  foure  myle.  When 
Aueroys  was  y-come,  the  first  mette  with  him,  and  lift  vp  his  bond, 
and  made  the  signe  of*  the  cros,  and  seid,  '^maist^r,  what  eileth 
you  1 "  "  nought  but  good,"  qtxod  Aucroys,  "  what,  whi  seist  pou  so  t 
what  seest  J>ou  in  me  1 "  "  Forsoth,  I  se  thou  art  lepre."  "  And  I 
sey  thou  liest  in  thi  hed,"  quod  Au67*oys ;  and  smote  his  hors,  and 
rode  forth.  !N'euertheles  he  ^dradde  moche  of  the  forseid  word,  and 
gretly  duUid  therwith.  Anon  aftir  an  ofer  mette  with  him,  and 
seid,  "  Alas !  maister,  J)at  euer  I  shuld  see  pe  in  such  astate.** 
"Why,  mani"  qt^d  he,  "what  seest  )wu  in  mel"  then  seid  J>at 
ojiere,  "thou  art  a  grete  lepre."  And  if  he  dred  afore,  he  died 
moche  more  after ;  neuertheles  he  rode  forth.  And  the  thrid  met 
wtt/i  him,  and  cried  with  a  lowde  vois,  "  A !  good  maister,  tume 
ayen),  for  fou  art  a  foule  lepre."  Then  he  thought,  pat  hit  myght 
not  be  f als,  that  thre  had  so  affermed ;  &  toke  so  grete  drede,  that^ 
he  becom  a  foule  lepre ;  &  toke  a  myrroui^,  and  when  he  saw  him 
self*,  he  wepte  bitterly;  he  vndirstode  not  ^e  malice  of*  his  iij. 
enemys.  Tho  he  turned  ayen>  to  the  Emp^roui*,  and  shewid  him 
his  sikenes ;  and  ))e  Emperoui'  was  hevy  therf ore,  and  seid  to  him, 
"good  maister,  be  not  hevy,  for  as  long  as  Jjou  levist,  thou  shalt 
haue  aH  thi  necessaries  of*  me."    Then  seid  he,  "  if  I  had  oo  thing 
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}at  I  desire,  I  shuldl  be  deliuered  of»  this  infirmyte."  "  Telle  me 
what  Jat  is,"  quod  }>e  Emperoui*.  "Sir,"  qMod  he,  "if*  I  myght 
bathe  in  Mode  of  goetis,  I  shuld  be  hole  of  this  infirmyte."  then 
)>e  emperoure,  as  sone  as  he  myght,  let  ordein  a  [vesselle]  fuH  of< 
blode ;  and  he  entrid  yn  anon,  &  he  was  hole  as  he  was  ywasshe 
and  ybathed  therin,  &  he  was  as^  clene  as  the  flessh  of  a  liteH 
childe.  When  the  Emparoui'  saw  him,  he  seid,  "  I  am  more  iocund 
]>en  any  maxi)  may  trowe,  ))at  I  se  the  hole,  but,  ser,  I  m^rveiH  j^at 
thou  were  so  sodeinly  smyten)  with  lepre."  "  Now  I  p^^eyue  wele," 
quod  Au^roys,  "  ))at  I  was  not  smyteii)  with  lepre  naturelly ;  for 
if  hit  had  be  naturelly,  f orsoth  I  had  not  be  hole  so  sone,  but  I  f ynde 
in  doctrine,  that  a  man  may  be  made  lepre  thurgh  drede.  The 
felawis  of*  myne  met  me  in  the  feld,  and  by  her  assent,  echou)  stond^ 
ing  in  diuers  places,  told  me  ])at  I  was  smyten)  with  lepre,  and  for 
drede  \eroi  I  was  lepre."  When  the  emperoure  herd  this,  and  had 
founde  by  clere  probaciou)  ^at  it  was  soth,  he  made  hem  to  be  drawo 
to  the  gybet,  atte  the  tailles  of  the  hors,  &  so  made  hem  to  bo 
Aongid.  And  att  men  hily  commendid  the  emperoui',  )iat  he  had 
yoyeu)  so  iust  a  dome ;  and  Aueroys  duelleth  stille  wttA  the 
Emperoui',  &  feii'  endid  his  lyf*. 

MOBALITE. 

GOod  men,  this  Emperoui'  is  eche  good  cristen)  man) ;  the  which 
ofte  tyme  is  syke  thorow  synne,  Quia  nemo  sine  peccaio  viuit^ 
"For  no  man  may  lyve  withoute  synne ;  the  which  sike  mau)  sendith 
messangers,  seil.  praiers,  Fastyng,  &  almesdede,  for  help  of  his  soule. 
Atte  the  laste  pei  fyndeth  a  wys  leche,  scil,  a  discrete  confessoui^, 
^  afore  whom  thou  must  shew  water  of  confession),  and  vryne  of  con- 
triciou) ;  aftir  pe  whiche,  this  discrete  confessoui^  hath  to  deme  thi 
lyfe,  and  to  considre  the  vryne  of  contriciou),  &  by  pat  he  moste 
ordeine  for  medicynys  of  penaunce.  And  then  pou  moste  submytte 
the  to  him,  and  receiue  thi  penaunce,  and  so  thou  maiste  duelle  with 
the  kyng,  wttAouteu)  ende.  Now,  sirs,  the  iij.  envious  lechis,  ]>at  hath 
80  grete  envy,  beth  the  flessh,  the  deviH,  and  the  world,  the 
whicH  stireth  a  man  to  do  yveH. — ^And  what  theni   forsoth  thei 
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spietb  when  fsA  he  passith.  the  cite,  Bcil,  whan)  pat  he  goth  oute  of 
]7e  comTTiaundement  of  god ;  and  then  thei  metith  with  him,  for  to 
cry  and  sey  fat  he  is  a  lepre,  scil,  a  synner.  for  lepre  is  not  callid 
in  holy  writte  but  synne,  ensample  of  dyna ;  for  as  long  as  she  was 
in  the  hous  with  iacob  her  Fader,  so  long  she  was  vnkanght^  bnt 
when  she  yede  forth,  by  Sechem^  she  was  ravisshed  &  filed.  And 
so  as  long  as  we  beth  wit/iin  the  boundis  of  the  commaundement^ 
of  god,  we  beth  not  in  the  lepre  of  synne ;  and  j^ei-fore  let  vs  hold 
vs  wttAin  pe  com7naundement3  of  god,  ])at  we  beth  not  smytexi)  wiifi 
lepre.  And  if*  hit  hap  ])at  we  infect,  let  vs  do  as  did  the  emperoui* 
wtt^  Aueroys.  The  Emperoure  made  a  vesseH  to  be  yfeld  with 
blode  of  gotes ;  and  so  let  vs  fiH  oure  hertes  with  good  and  meritory 
dedis  or  werkis,  and  let  vs  be  bathid  perin,  bcU.  be  3rwassh  fro  aH 
thoughtis  of  synne ;  and  so  by  the  consequest  we  shuli:  be  clansid. 
And  then  serche  we  within  oore  wittes,  who  hit  was  fai  stired  vs  to 
synne ;  and  when  we  haue  yf oonde  hem,  let  vs  sette  hem  to  the  taiH 
of  an  hors,  sciY.  fro  ])e  begynnyng  of  oure  lyf  to  shew  aH  fsi  we 
haue  ydo  afore  to  a  discrete  confessoui',  &  for  to  hong  oure  synnys  in 
a  gybet,  acU,  in  wills  neuer  eft  sonys  to  do  synne ;  and  so  we  may 
come  to  eoerlastyng  lyf*.     Ad  quam  &c. 

[  XXL  ] 

ANTONITJS  THE  EMP^i?OURE. 

(the  moral  of  the  game  of  ohesb.) 

ANtonius  was  a  wys  emperoui*  regnyng  in  the  cite  of  Home,  the 
which  vsid  moche  to  pley  with  houndis ;  and  aftir  ^t  pley,  s^ 
fe  day  aftir  he  wolde  vse  ))e  chesse.  So  yn  a  day,  as  he  pleide  at  )>e 
chesse,  &  byheld  the  kyng  sette  yn  the  pley,  som  tyme  hy  and 
som  tyme  lowe,  among  aufyns  and  pownys,  he  thought  perwith.  pat 
hit  wold  be  so  with  hiw,  for  he  shuld  dey,  and  be  hid  vndir  erth. 
And  perfore  he  devided  his  Eeame  in  thre  parties ;  and  he  yaf  oo  part 
to  pe  kyng  of  leru^alem ;  pe  secunde  part  vnto  J>e  lordis  of*  his  Reame 
or  his  empire ;  and  the  thrid  partie  vnto  the  pore  people ;  &  yede 
him  self*  vnto  the  holy  londe,  and  thez'  he  endid  his  lyf<  in  peas. 

*  to  sechen^,  MS. 
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MORALITB. 

i^eth  now,  good  sire;  this  emperoui',  ^t  lovith  so  wele  play, 
lO  may  be  called  eche  worldly  man)  ^t  occupieth  him  in  yanytes 
of  the  world ;  but  he  moste  take  kepe  of  the  pley  of*  the  chesse,  as  did 
the  emperoTue.  the  chekir  or  |»e  chesse  hath  yi^.  poyntes  in  eche 
partie.  In  euery  pley  beth  viij.  kyndes  of  men),  set7.  man,  woman), 
wedewer,  wedowis,  lewid  meiD,  clerked,  riche  men,  and  pooere  men), 
at  this  pley  pleieth  irj.  men),  the  first  maD),  ^at  goth  afore,  hath  not 
bnt  00  poynt,  but  whenne  he  goth  aside,  he  takith  VDofer ;  so  by  a 
pon^re  man);  he  hath  not,  bnt  when  he  comytll  to  fe  deth  wit£ 
pacience,  ^n  shaH  he  be  a  kyng  in  henen),  yrith  ))e  kyng  of  pore 
men).  But  if'  he  gracche  ayenst  Ms  neighboui'  of  his  stat,  and  be  a 
thef^,  and  xayissh  ^t  whet'  he  may,  fen  he  is  ytake,  and  put  in  to 
the  presoD)  of  helle.  The  secnnd,  acH,  alphyn),  renneth  ii^.  poyntes 
both  ypwatd  and  donneward;  [he]  bytokenyth  wise  men),  the 
whiche  by  deceynable  eloquence  &  takyng  of  money  deceyueth,  & 
so  he  is  made  oonly.  The  iij.  8cU.  fe  knyjt,  hath  iij.  poyntes,  & 
goth  ^«rwith;  [he]  betokenytK  gentUmen  ^at  rennyth  aboute,  & 
laviBshith,  and  ioyel^  for  her  kynrede,  &  for  habundaonce  of 
lichesse.  The  fourth,  sctZ.  pe  rook,  he  holdith  length  &  brede,  and 
takith  yp  what  so  is  in  lus  way ;  he  betokenyth  okerere  and  false 
merchannl^,  ^t  rennyth  aboute  ouer  aH,  for  wynnyng  &  lucre,  & 
xechitfi  not  how  thei  geten),  so  that  thei  haue  hit  The  fifthe  is  fe 
queue,  that  goth  fro  blak  to  blak,  or  fro  white  to  white,  and  is  yset 
beside  |»e  kyng,  and  is  ytake  fro  the  kyng.  This  queue  bytokenyth 
yiigyns  and  damesels,  feA  goth  fro  chastite  to  synne,  and  beth  ytake 
by  the  deyiH,  for  gloyis  or  such  maner  yiftis.  The  ttj.  is  to  whom 
aH  owe  to  obey  and  mynystre;  and  he  goth  forth,  and  bakward 
ayen),  &  in  either  side,  &  takith  ouer  M;  so  sone^  discendith  in  to 
fe  world,  and  asoendith  to  god  by  praiers;  But  when  he  takith 
[no]  kepe  of  god,  and  hath  no  meyne,  ^an>  is  hit  to  ]>e  man  chek- 
mate.  And  ferloielei  ys  not  charge  of  oure  estatis,  no  more  ])an  is 
wtt^  ^  men),  when  ^i  be  put  yp  in  ])e  poket;  then  hit  is  no 
ebaige  who  be  aboye  or  who  be  byneth ;  and  so  by  the  Spirit  of* 
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loulyneaee  we  may  come  to  ^  ioy  of  heveD).     And  J^at  graunt  ys, 
qui  vitdt  &c. 

[XXII.] 

ANDRONICUS  J>E  El^fP^i^OURE. 
(of  the  three  false  witnesses  and  how  thet  were  detected.) 

ANdronicus  was  a  wise  Emperouie  regnying  in  the  cite  of  Eome ; 
yn  the  empire  of  whom  wei^  twey  mexi),  named  Pirius  and 
Plebeius,  And  this  Pirins  hadde  a  certein  Porcios)  of  londe,  beside  ]>e 
londe  of  Plebeius,  ^the  which  lond  plebeius^  gretly  desired ;  and  he 
cam  ofte  to  pirius,  and  praied  him  to  selle  him  J^at  porcion)  of  lond, 
])at  lay  so  ny  to  his,  and  bad  him  aske  ])drfore  what  he  wold,  and  he 
shuld  haue  hit.  "  Nay,  god  forbede,"  quod  Pirius,  "  fat  I  shuld 
selle  the  heritage  ot  my  fader ;  and  f erfore  I  swere  by  the  helth  of* 
OUT*  emperoui^,  I  woH  not  do  hit  by  no  wey."  When  Plebeius* 
herd  this,  he  went  home  ayexi)  wtt^  grete  confusion);  neuertheles 
fro  day  to  day  he  excited  him  to  selle  fat  londe,  but  he  myght  not 
spede,  by  no  way.  Hit  happid  fat  Pirius  fel  seke  ;  and  he  clepid 
to  him  his  eldest  sone,  and  seid,  ''  sone,  I  wame  the  vpoo)  my 
blessing,  fat  f ou  selle  not  f e  lond  neif er  the  heritage  of  thi  eldris  ;. 
for  plebeius^  hUy  couetith  hit,  but  he  traveileth  aH  in  veyn)." 
And  fo  Pirius'  tumede  to  fe  walle,  and  deide.  When  Plebeius*  herd 
this,  he  hired  thre  fals  witnesses,  and  brought  hem  f ider  with  him, 
withe  a  fals  chartre  in  his  honde,  to  f e  hous  of*  the  dede  man) ;  and 
f^re  he  putte  a  seal  in  the  bond  of*  the  dede  maxi),  &  seid  to  fe 
witnesses,  ^'  loo !  now,  s^rs,  for  ye  shul  bore  witnesse  how  f is 
knyght  shal  seal  my  chartre  with  his  owne  hondis;  ferfore  bet& 
my  witnesses,  as  I  accorded  wit^  you."  ''  yis,  s^,"  quod  thei,  ''  we 
shul  be  redy  to  stond  in  lyf  and  deth."  tho  anon  he  toke  the 
thome  of  the  dede  man),  and  made  him  to  seal  hit  with  a  feJs  seal ; 
and  whenne  fat  was  ydo,  the  knyght  seid  to  his  witnesses,  "  lo  1 
8«rs,  now  may  ye  saufly  say,  fat  ye  saw  this  knyght  seal  hit  with  his 
oweu)  hondis."  so  wheii)  hit  was  ysealid,  the!  shewid  f  e  chartre,  & 
toke  seising  in  the  londe.  When  the  sone  of  Pirius  herde  thes 
wordis,  he  seid  to  him,  ''A!  s^,  whi  occupiest  fou  my  londe f« 

;  leaf  162,  col.  1,  «  Plebiua,  MS.  »  Priua,  MS. 
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And  he  answen),  and  seid  to  him,  ''  Forsoth  fQ  londe  is^  myii) ;  tby 
fader  sold  hit  to  me,  and  sealid  hit  with  his  owne  hondis,  byfore 
witnesses."  And  fe  witnesses  were  redy,  and  seid,  "  We  beth  wit* 
nesse  in  this  cas."  Thenne  fe  sone  of*  the  dede  man)  had  grete  mer- 
veiH,  &  seid,  "  Wei  I  wote,  fat  fou  speke  oft  to  my  fader  J>erof, 
and  he  wold  not  assente  to  the ;  and  also  afore  his  dethe,  my  fadir 
chargid  me,  ypoii)  his  blessing,  pai  I  shuld  neuer  selle  the  heritage  of 
my  Fadres."  "  Ye,"  qtwxl  the  knyght,  "  put  forth  thi  right,  for  I 
bane  ynow  to  shew  for  me.  I  telle  ]>e  plainly,  this  lond  shalt  Jion 
neuer  haue,  as  long  as  I  lyre."  The  Sone  of  the  ded  knyght  yede 
to  the  emparoui',  and  praied  him  to  do  right  in  fat  cas ;  and  then 
the  rightwis  Emperoui'  repreved  Plebeius,^  fe  knyght>  herfore. 
"  Sir,"  qtiod  Plebeios,^  "  he  sold  to  me  pat  lond,  and  asselid  a 
chartre  perot,  afore  i^\  witnesses,  with  his  owezi)  hondis."  Then  seid 
Jyemperoui',  "  I  conuTtaonde,  pat  thou  bring  thi  witnesses  afore  me 
such  a  day ; "  ^&  he  seid  )>at  hit  shuld  be  don).  &  in  a  certein  day 
he  broujt  forth  his  witnesses  afore  the  Emperoui' ;  &  when  the  em- 
perouf  saw  hem,  he  commaunded  p&t  two  of  pem  shuld  be  departid 
fro  the  oper ;  and  so  it  was  ydozi).  &  pe  first  of  hem  come  at  his 
callyng,  and  the  emp^rour'  seid  to  him,  "  Frend  myu),  canst  pOM  sey 
here  to  me  thi  pater-no«^er  1 "  "  ye,  ser"  said  he,  "  &  pat  long  tyme 
sith."  "I  trow  hit  not,"  quo^  themperoure,  "but  if  pat  I  here 
Jfe  sey  afore  me."  And  pen  that  othir  began  to  sey  his  ^ater-riostet 
fro  the  begynnyng  to  }>e  ending.  "  wele,**  quod  the  emperoure, 
**  now  know  y  wele,  J>ou  canst  thi  pater-no«to  perfitly."  J5en  he 
called  oon  of  his  meyne,  and  seid,  "  put  piB  man  in  an  hous  by  him 
self*,  &  lok  the  dore  afbir  you,  and  bring  to  me  the  secund  witnesse ; " 
and  so  hit  was  ydou)  in  dede,  as  pemperouie  xommaundid.  When 
pe  secund  witnesse  was  ybrought  forth,  )>e  emperoui'  seid  to  him, 
"  dere  Frend,  sey  me  soth  touching  this  chartre ;  for  but  if  pon  sey 
8oth,  as  ))i  felaw  dede,  ywis  povi  shalt  be  hongid  )»is  day."  then 
thought  he,  "  I  wote  wele  my  felaw  hath  told  the  bare  soth  of*  the 
deceyt  of  this  chartre,  and  but  I  sey  soth  also,  I  am  but  ded."  He 
began  to  telle  aH  |ye  processe,  &  told  euery  dele,  how  ))e  chartre  was 
aaselid  falsly  by  the  thome  of  the  dede  maii).     po  seid  the  emperoui'. 

>  Flebiiu,  MS.  '  leaf  162,  col.  2. 
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to  oon  of  his  aeruattnt},  ^*  Pat  |»is  man)  in  to  the  hous,  fere  as  he  was, 
&  lok  ^e  dors  vpon)  him,  and  bring  to  me  fe  thrid  witnesse ; "  and  so 
hit  was  ydo  in  dede.  And  when  he  was  comezi),  the  Emperooi'  seid 
to  him,  "  Telle  me  fe  soth  of  this  chaitie,  for  I  suppose  the  first 
witnesse  told  the  soth,  and  ^e  secund  accoidid  wele  to  him ;  and 
^«rfore,  f rend,  but  if  Jxm  sey  soth  wtt^.  hem,  els  fan  shalt  be  ded  )ns 
day."  pexL  thougHt  he,  "  I  se  wele  now  by  the  wordis  of  the  em- 
p^roui',  ))at  my  felawis  haue  I-told  to  him  the  rigiLt,  and  but  I  accords 
with  hem,  I  shal  be  dec).**  And  anon  he  bygan)  ])e  processe,  as  hit 
was  in  dede,  and  accorded  with  the  secunde.  When  the  Emperoui* 
had  herd  this,  he  callid  to  him  the  knyght,  and  seid,  '^  A !  wrecche, 
wreccbe,  pou  shalt  eucrmore  lyve  in  wrechidnesse,  for  )k>u  dedist 
this  falshode  to  haue  the  lond  of*  the  knyght,  and  occupy  hit ;  )k>u 
madist  ^e  chartre  to  be  asselid  with  the  thorn  of  the  dede  man)." 
And  ^en  the  knyght  asked  mercy.  Then  seid  pe  emperoui*,  "  )>oa 
shalte  haue  mercy,  as  thou  haste  deserued ; "  and  clepid  his  seruaunt^ 
and  cacchepolis,  and  commaundid  hem  that  thei  shuld  blowe  trompes, 
^and  bynd  pe  knyght  and  his  witnessis  to  the  Tallies  of  hors,  and 
after  pat  hong  hem  on  a  gybet.  And  so  hit  was  don)  in  dede,  as  ]>e 
emperoux'  commaundid ;  and  att  men  commended  the  emperoui^  for 
his  wys  &  discrete  serching  in  this  cas,  &  for  due  punysshing. 

MORALITE. 

[G]  od  Frendis,  this  Emperooi'  is  oure  lord  ihesu  Crist ;  by  thes  two 
knyghte«  beth  yndirstond  a  good  Glisten)  man),  and  the  devitt. 
pe  good  cristen)  man  hath  londe,  set?,  a  soule,  ^  which  the  devitt 
euer  ooveitetK,  but  fe  good  Cristen)  man)  stondith  ayen),  and  wott  not 
assent  ^erta  Then  the  devitt  aspying  this,  he  abideth  titt  he  dey, 
by  doyng  of  dedly  syn) ;  and  then  he  takith  to  him  thre  witnesses, 
sciZ.  pryde  of  lyf ,  wrong  covetise  of  yen),  and  wrong  covetise  of 
flessh ;  and  then  he  takith  the  thome,  seelf.  the  werke^  of  the  dede 
man) ;  for  no  man  may  lyve  wit^ute  cryme,  and  as  hit  is  ysaid, 
seveni  sithes  in  ^  day  f allith  ))e  rightwise  man) ;  &  he  sealith  fe 
chartiei  when  he  makith  a  man)  to  do  synne,  and  so  he  aileggith  in 

>  leaf  162,  back,  col.  1, 
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pe  sig&t  of  god,  yat  pe  soule  is  bis.  But  ^en  the  Emperoore,  set?, 
oure  lord  ihe»u  Grist,  makith  ])e  bert  of  fe  synner,  &  pe  witnessis, 
sell,  pride  of  lyf,  wrong  couetise  of  flessb,  and  wrong  covetise  of 
yen),  to  be  examyned  by  a  discrete  conf essoui',  bow  pat  be  felle  in  to 
syimes ;  For  certein,  by  suggestion)  of  tbe  deviH,  pat  is  anotour  of* 
aH  yvels,  man  is  diawe  wtt^  bem  w/tAouten)  ende,  and  bongid  in  tbe 
peynes  of  belle.  And  periore  let  ts  besy  to  amend  oare  lyf*,  and  to 
duelle  in  good  werke«,  tbat  we  may  come  to  euerlastyng  gladnes. 
Amen. 

[  xxm.  ] 

JOVINIANTJS. 

(of  JOTINUN  the  PBOUD  and  how  HB  was  HUKBLED.    HARL,  MS,  7338.) 

IOvinianus  [was]  r^piyng  a  wys  Emperoni*  in  tbe  cite  of  Rome ; 
and  be  was  ricbe  in  possessions.  Hit  bappid  pst  be  tbougbt  in 
a  nygbty  as  be  lay  in  bis  bed,  wbetbir  pere  be  any  god  witboute  me  ? 
And  wben  be  aros,  be  callid  bis  knygbtis  &  Squiers,  and  seid, ''  sers, 
loke  ye  be  redy,  for  I  wott  go  bunte  to  day."  Anon  tbei  yede  to 
hnnte ;  and  as  Jyemp^roui^  rode  by  tbe  wey,  pere  toke  bim  a  grete 
bete,  and  pat  so  strongly^  )>at  bim  tbougbt  be  was  ny  ded,  but  be 
may  bane  refressbing  of  water.  And  anon  pere  ros  a  clowde,  so  derk 
and  80  thik,  )>at  bit  bundrid,  &  bit  assundrid,  &  departid  bim  &o 

[Second  version.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

[I.] 
'ouinianus  reigned  in  tbe  Cite  of  ^  Eome,  tbat  was  a  ricbe  man  in 
temporaltees,  and  in'  possessions.  IT  On  a  nygbt  as  be  lay  in  bis 
bedde,  be  tbougbt  in  bis  bert,  and  saide,  "  Wbetbei'  tber  be  any 
otber^  god  but  I)"  and  atte  morow,  wban  be  Vroose  out^  of  bis 
bedde^  be  called  to  bym  bis  knygbtes  and  bis  Squyers,  and  said 
to  bem.  If  *'Frendes,  bethe*  to-day  redy,  for  I  wille'  go  bunte." 
^And  wban  tbei  bad  dyned,  tbei  wente  to  bunte.^  And  as  tbe  Emp^roui' 
rode  by  tbe  way,  be  caugbt^  a  grete  bete ;  tbe  bete  was  so  grete,  tbat 
be  tbougbt  tbat^^  be  sbuld  dye,  but  yf  be  bad  refressbyng  of  watir. 
But  anon  aroose^^  a  blak**'  clovde,  so  derke  and  thikke,  tbat  it  de- 
parted bym  from  aH  his  folke  ',  'and  tban^^  be  loked  before  bym,  and 

'  leaf  5  (new  pagination).  '  Om,  MS,  Camhr,         *  Om,  *  Om, 
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afi  ])e  people.  So  as  he  rode  by  him  self*,  he  saw  a  water  afore 
him ;  &  he  smote  the  hois  wit/t  his  sporis,  and  yede  in  to  ))e  water, 
and  )>ere  did  of  ali  his  clothing,  and  kelid  him  in  )^e  water.  And  as 
he  was  in  the  water,  \er^  come  a  man  in  his  oweni)  lyknesse,  but  he 
saw  him  not ;  ^and  he  toke  the  Emperours  clothing,  and  clothid  him 
therewith,  and  lept  vpon)  the  Emperouis  hon,  and  rode  forth  to  the 
Emperours  men,  as  he  had  be  emperoure  him  sel^;  and  as 
Emperoui'  he  was  receiued,  &  turnyd  home  ^i\h  hem  to  ^e  paieis. 
AftirwarJ  when  the  Emp^roui'  had  I-bathed  ynowe,  he  yede  vp  to 
londe,  &  sought  his  hors,  &  his  clothing,  but  all  was  goo,  so  he  went 
aboute  nakicf.  &  he  cowde  see  no  man),  But  he  wept  sore,  and 
cried  wtt^  an  hye  vois,  &  seid,  "  Alias !  alias !  what  shal  I  now 
do  1 "  and  as  he  cried,  he  thought  in  his  hert,  here  ny  duellith  a 
knyght,  ]»e  which  F  avaunsed ;  I  woti  go  to  him,  and  telle  him  my 
cas,  &  haue  clothing  of  him,  &  so  go  home.  He  yede  to  the  knyghtis 
hous,  and  knokked  atte  the  yate ;  and  )^e  porter  asked  of<  him  what 
he  wold.     Jen  he  seid,  "  Let  me  yn,  witAoute  lengc/-  delay,  for  I  am 

'  leaf  162,  back,  col  2. 
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saw  a  watir.  he  smote  the  horse  withe  the  sporres,  and  come  to  the 
watir ;  and  alighted^  downe  of  his  horse,  and  did  of  his  clothes,  and 
went  into  the  watir,  for  to  refressh*  hym  of  the*  bete.  IT  And  whan 
he  was  in  the  watir,  there  come  a  man  in  his  likenesse,  that  he  saw 
not,  and  did  on  his  clothes,  and  went  yp  on  his^  horse,  and  rode  to 
the  paleys^  of  the  Emp^our,  and  there ^  was  resceived  of  aU  the 
peple  *as  Emperoiu'.'  And*  the  Emp«rour,  that  was  in  the  watir, 
whan  he  was  wele  coled,  he  went  out  of  the  watir ;  IT  and'  when  he 
come  to  lond,  he  founde  neither  his^^  clothes  nor  ^^  his  horse ;  and  so^' 
naked  he  loked  aboute, ^^  and  saw  no  man.  Than  he  wept  bitterly, 
and  said  with  a  gret  voice,  ''Alias!  alias  1  what  shaH  I  del'' 
And  while  he  sorowed  thus,  he  saide  in  his  hert ;  %  "  Here  nert- 
hande^^  dwelleth  a  knyght,  that  I  made  a^  knyght.  I  shaH  go  to 
him,  and  shew  to^^  hym  my  disease;  and  I  sheJi  have  clothes  of 
hym,  and  so  I  shi^  go  home  to  my  paleys."  Than  he  went  to  the 
knyghtes  house,  and  knokked  atte*^  gate.  Whan  the  porter  herd 
the  knokkyng,  he  asked  what  he  wold)  he  saide,  he^^  wold  come 

*  llghtyd.        •  freasho.        *  Om.        *  the.        •  peple.        •  (>m. 

as  the  Emperour ;  and  went  to  the  paleys.         '  Oni,         *  Om,  '*  the. 

"  ne.        »•  Ooh.        "  alle  about        "  nera  hand.        »*  Om,        »•  Om. 

"  at  the.  "  L 


XXIII.  JOVINIAN  THE  PROUD.     6T0BT.     HARL.  7833,  &  ADDIT,  9066.    77 

your  emperoMr.*'  Then  anon  the  porter  openyd  the  yatis ;  and  when 
he  saw  him  nake<l,  he  seid  to  Ynin,  ''what  art  fouV*  ''your  em- 
pcroui*,**  quod  he.  "  thou  liest,"  qiiod  the  porter,  "  for  Je  emperotw 
rode  rig&t  now  here  by  the  yate,  vritJi  a  grete  multitude  with  him ; 
and  ferioie  foM  seist  ]»at  ])ou  arfc  Emperoui^,  thou  shalt  appere  afore 
my  lord."  And  anon  the  porter  brought  him  byfore  the  knyght ; 
and  the  Emperoure  had  good  knoulache  of  the  knygbt  And  when 
the  knyght  had  hen)  )>e  wordis  of*  the  porter,  he  seid  to  ])emp«9X)ur^, 
"O!  ribawde,  seiat  Jou  that  fou  art  Emperourel"  "yee,  withoute 
doute  I  am  he,  fat  avannced?  the."  **I  sey  fou  liest,  "quod  the 
knyg&t,  "  and  ferfoie  ])ou  shalt  sore  aby."  He  made  him  to  be  sore 
beted  and  scourged,  tyH  fe  blode  ren)  oute,  and  aftir  to  be  put  oute 
at  )^e  ^atis.  Then  themp^rour  wept  sore,  &  seid,  "  Alias !  for  care 
how  may  this  bel"  tho  he  thought,  ''I  w(^  go  to  an  erle  here 
beside,  fat  was  grete  of  my  counseitt,  fe  which  I  avaunced;  I  woH 
to  him,  and  be  refresshid  of  him,  &  so  go  home."     He  knokked  at 

[Second  Vergim    AddiL  MS,  9066.] 

in  anon),  and  whan  the  porter  saw  hym  naked,  he  saide  to  hym, 
"What  art  thoul"  he  said,  "youi*  lord,  the  Empm)ui^."  The 
Porter  saide,  "  thou  liest,  If  for  a  liteH  before  thou*  come,  the  Emp<?r- 
our  come  here  away^  withe  his  meyne ;  and  thou  saidist*  that*  thou 
art  the  Emperour  3  thou  shalt  come  before  my  lord."  Anon)*  the 
Porter  brought  hym  before  his  lord ;  the  Emperowr  knew  wele  the 
knyght,  but  the  knyght  in*  no  wise  had  knowyng  of  hym.  Tliau 
said  the  Porter,  "Sir,  this  rebavde  saith  that^  he  is  Emperour." 
he  said,  "  ye,®  so  I  am,  with  out  doute ;  and  the  I  made  knyght" 
If  The  knyght  said,  "  thou  liest,  harlotte,  for  a  liteS  before  ^the^^^  the 
Emperour  passed  here  for-bye ;  and  for  thou  saiest,  that^^  thou  art 
Emperour,  thou  shalt  not  passe  vnponysshed."  ^  Anon  he  made 
hym  be  scourged,  tille  the  blood  ranne  out ;  and  put  hym  out  of  his 
house.  IT  Whan  the  Emperour  was  thus  scourged,^  he  wept  bitterly, 
and  thought  with  in  hym  self*,  and  said,  "  alias  !  aUas  !^^  what  may 
this  be!"  than  he  said  to  hym  self*,  "Here  nere^*  dwelleth  an 
Erie,  that  is  my  moat  eounseUlour,  the  whiche  I  have  promoted  to 
grete  dignite.  I  shall  go  to  hym,  and  shew  to  hym  my  grete 
myseiye,  that  I  may  have  of  hym  some  clothes."    and  so  he  wente 

'  the        *  Om,        •  sayst.        *  Om,        •  And  anoDO.        'on.         '  Om, 
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"  Om,  **  ncre  hand. 
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his  jate;  and  the  Porter  come  ny,  and  asked  what  he  knokkecf, 
"Open)  the  yatis,"  qMod  he,  "for  I  that  knok  am  Jemperoni'.'* 
When  the  porter  hen}  ])at,  he  opened  the  yatis,  as  sone  as  he  myght 
fynd  ])e  keys.  When  he  come,  and  saw  him  naked,  he  seid  to  him, 
"  0 !  rybawde,  whi  hast  ])ou  presumyd  thi  selfi  for  to  sey  that  ])oa 
were  emperoui'l  The  Emperour  hath  hen)  here  a  liteH  afore,  and 
hath  y-ete  with  my  lord  the  erle,  and  is  gon)  to  his  paleis,  wi1&  grete 
multitude  of>  men ;  and  for  ])at  thou  callist  the  Emperoui',  Jk>u  shalt 
come  afore  my  lord,  and  avow  thi  pele."  And  when  he  was  y-broug&t 
to-fore  the  erle,  he  knew  the  Erie  wele,  hut  the  erle  knew  not  hiiTi. 
When  the  Erie  had  herd,  )>at  he  had  callid  him  themperoui',  he  had 
him  telle,  &  sey,  what  was  ^e  cause  ])at  suche  a  rihawde  as  lie  pre- 
sumyd so  hiely  in  him  self)  "Forsoth,"  quod  he,  "I  am  them- 
peroui^  youi'  lord ;  and  the  I  avaunced,  &  made  the  chief*  of  coun- 
seiH,  &  in  this  tokene,  ^at  I  tretid  in  )»e  last  parlement  in  suche 
matc^'es  and  erandis."  ))e  Erie  had  )»erof*  merveitt,  hut  he  wold  ^not 
trow  him^  for  he  had  no  knoulache  of  him ;  and  J^eiibre  he  made 

^  leaf  168,  ool.  1. 
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to  his*  place.  IT  Whan  he  come  to  the  'Erles  gate,*  he  knokked.  !rhe 
porter  asked  hym  the  cause  of  his*  knokkyng.  "Open)  the  gate," 
he  saide,  "for  I  am  the  Emp^om*  'that  knokketh  on*  the  gate." 
The  porter,  whan  he  herd  this,  he  opened  the  gate ;  and  whan  he 
saw  hym  naked,  he  said,  "  O  !  thou  Rihavde,  to  what  presumpcion) 
art  thou  come,  that  thou  namest  the  the^  Emperour !  It^  is  but  a 
litell  while  ago,  that  the  Emparour  was  here  with  my  lord,  and  toke 
mete  \  and  so  he'^  went  to  his  paleys,  with  multitude*  of  peple  ;  and 
for  thou  saist  that  thou  art  the  Emperoui*,  thou  shalt  go  to  my  lord, 
and  there  thou  shalt  aimswere  of  thyn)*  presumpcion).  IT  Whan  he 
was  brought  before  the  Erie,  he  knew  wele  the  Erie,  but  the  Erie 
knew  not  hym.  Whan  the  Erie  herd,  that^®  he  nempned^^  hym  self 
the  ^2  Emperour,  he  said  to  hym,  "  Say,  thou  rebavde,  whi  saiest  thou 
that  thou  art  the  Emperour?"  he  saide,  "for  sothe  so  I  am  the'* 
Emperoui^,  and  your***  lord;  and  I  have  promoted  the  to  grete  dig- 
nite,  and  I^^  have  ordeyned  the  one  of  my  counseilours ;  by  'thise 
tokens,^* — %  in  the  last  parliament  we*'  treted  of  such  nedes."  The 
Erie  hadde  mervaile  'of  his  speche,  but^*  neverthelesse  he  yave  no 

^  the.         *  place  of  the  erle.         '  the.         *  knok  at        ^  Om.        *  and  it 

'  Om,        •  myche  multytude.        •  thi.        "  Ovu        "  namyd. 
"  Om,        "  Oiih.        »*  thi.       »*  Om.       "  this  token.        "  were.       '■  Ov^ 
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him  to  be  presonecl,  and  to  sitte  there  ^  space  of  thre  daies,  w«t^ 
cute  mete  &  diinke ;  and  aftir  he  chaigid  him  fai  he  shuld  go  oute 
of  his  contre,  vpon)  peyne  of*  lesing  of  his  lyf«.  when  themperoui* 
was  wit^ute  the  ^atis,  he  wept  sore,  and  seid,  "  Alias !  what  shal  I 
do  now  ?  I  am  but  lome,  for  no  man  knowith  me.  Beet  is,  ^t  I 
go  home  to  my  palys,  &  wete  if»  ^  Emperesse,  my  wif",  or  any  of* 
my  meyne  woti  know  me."  He  yede  home ;  and  anon)  a  Grehonnd, 
ye  which  he  had  lovid  moche  afore,  come  wyghtly  rennyng  to  him, 
ajid  wold  haue  slayn)  him,  had  not  ben)  ^t  herd  him  crye  had  pite 
of*  him,  and  holpyn)  of  him.  then  themperoui^  yede  forth  to  the 
yatis  of  ye  palys,  and  fere  he  knokked ;  and  ye  porter  openyd  the 
yate,  and  asked  why  he  knokked.  '^  Dere  Frend,"  quod  themperoni^, 
"  hast  ^ou  no  knonlache  of  mel "  '^  Ko,"  qi«od  the  Porter,  "  I  haue 
no  knoulache  of  the."  "  I  am,"  (luo^  he,  "  yoni'  Emperoui',  &  youi' 
loTd,  &  ^u  berist  my  clothing  vpon)  the."  then  seid  ]ye  porter, 
''  ihou  liest,  harlot ;  my  lord  the  emperoui'  sittith  at  mete,  &  my 
lady  the  empires  by  lus  side,  with  Erlis  &  dukys."    Tho  seid  them« 

[Second  Version.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

faithe  to  hym,  for  he  had  no  knowleche^  of  hym ;  but  anon)  he 
comaunded  him  to  prison),  'and  there  to  be  kept^  iij.  daies,  Vit& 
out'  mete  or^  drynk* ;  and  after  this,  for  to  go  out  of  his  Erledome^ 
on  payn)  of  his  hede.  and  so  it  was  done.  %  Whan  the  Emperou^ 
was  thus'  put  out  wi^  confusion),  he  wept  bitterly,  and  said,  "  Alias  ! 
Alias  !  what  shaH  I  now  do?  no  man  knowes  me.  'Now  wiUe  I  go^ 
to  my  paleys,  'to  se^  yf  any  of  my  men  knowetH'  me,  or  the  £mper* 
esse  my  wyf*."  %  Than  he  went  to  his  paleys ;  and  'there  oome  ayenst 
hym  rynnyng  a  grete  paas  a  ^Greyhound  that  he  loved  wele,^^  and 
wold  have  ^*  slayn)  hym,  but  yf  **  he  hadde  'the  sonnei*^  cried  'for 
help,^*  and  men  for  pitee  delyvered  hym  from  the  Greyhound.  %  The 
£mperour  hadde  mervaile  of*  this,  and  went  to  the  gate,  and  ronge 
atte^^  gate.  The  portez'  come,  and  opened  the  gate,  and  asked  hym 
whi  he  knokked  on  the  gate  %  he  said,  "  frende,  knowest  thou  me 
noil"  and^*  he  said,  "no."  He  said  agayn),  "I  am  your*^  Emper- 
our,  and  thou  berest  my  liveray."  The  porter  said,  "Thou  liest, 
harlot ;  The  Emperour  sittetK  atte^'  mete,  and  beside  hym  the  Em- 
peresse^  with  dukes  and  Erles."  %  He  said,  "  frend,  for  goddes  love,  yf 

'  knowyng.  '  Om.         '  to  be  with  out.  *  and.  '  Om, 

•  I  shalle  go.  '  Om,  •  know.  •  leaf  6. 

'*  and  a  grehoand,  that  he  loued  myche,  ran  to  hym  a  grete  pace.      "  Om, 

**  Om.        "  Bone.        "  Qm,        »» on  the.        »^  Om.        "  the.        "  at  the. 
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peroui*,  "good  Trend,  I  pray  the  for  tlie  loue  of  god,  J»at  Jwn 
herkene  what  I  shi^  sey  to  the ;  &  go  to  the  emperesse,  and  sey  to 
her  in  her  ere  hy  such  tokyns  which  non  knowithe  but  oonly  she  & 
I ;  and  sey  to  hir,  )>at  I  her  husbond  &  hir  lord  stonde  nakyd  at  ^e 
^ate ;  &  pray  hir  to  senden)  me  some  clothis,  ^at  I  may  come  yn.*' 
And  ]»e  poiter  in  scome  toke  hede  to  his  wordis,  &  wtt^  scome  yede 
to  themperesse,  &  rownyd  wtt^  her,  &  told  to  hir  all  the  prire 
tokyns  Jratt  were  ysaid  bytwene  hem  two.  Anon  the  emp^resse  made 
him  to  be  fet  yn  \  and  he  knew  idl  men),  and  no  man  knew  him. 
]>en  the  Emperoui'  seid,  ])at  sat  at  the  table,  ^  sey,  loreH  knave,  seist 
J>ou  that  thou  art  EmperouiM"  "Ya,  ser,"  qtMxl  he.  tho  spake 
^at  othir  to  alle  the  lordis  aboute  hiTn,  ''  Sirs  and  Frendis,  I  charge 
you  aboute  him,  by  Je  feith  ye  owe  to  me,  J»at  ye  sey  soth,  whethir 
this  man  be  Emperoui'  or  11 "  "A  I  ser,"  quod  thei,  " this  questioB) 
is  not  worth,  for  this  losell  saw  we  neuer  here  to-fore,  and  the  we 

haue  yknow  long."     Thenne  the  Emperoui'  chargid  hem,  )>at  thei 

^^^— ^^■-^■^— »»»^— ^^^  —  ■  ■ 
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it  like  you,  wille^  ye  go  on  my  behalf*  to  the  Emp^resse,  and  say  in 
her  ere  by  thise  tokens,  that  no  man  ^knowzt^  vpon^  erthe  but  she 
and  I,  that  I  stonde  nakedf  atte'  gate,  and^  am  her  husbond,  and 
Empijrour',  that  she  sende  my*  clothes,  that  I  may  entre  my  pcJeya" 
If  The  Porter  toke  aH  his  wordes  in  scome ;  neverthelesse  scomyngly 
he  went  to  the  Emperesse,  and  prively  rowned^  in  her  ere,  and  told 
her^  aH®  the  prive  tokens  that  he  had  herd.  IT  The  Emperesse,*  whan 
she  herd  this,  mervailed^®  gretly,  and  said  to  the  Emperour,  that 
satte  by  her,  "  Sir^,  I  shalle  shew  you  mervaile.^^  there  is  an  harlot 
atte^^  gate,  that  seieth  he  is  Emperoui',  and  my  husbond;  and  he'' 
sendeth  to  me  by  the  porter  aH^^  oure  prive  tokens,  that  ye  and  I  have 
done  from  our  yonge  age  bitwene  vs."  If  The  Emp^rour,  whan  he 
herd  this,  he  bad  'he  shuld  ^*  be  brought  in-  Whan  he  was  brought 
in,  he  knew  aH  men,^®  but  no  man  knew  hym.  IT  The  Emperour  said, 
that  satte  atte^^  horde,  "  Say  me,  rebavde,  whi^®  namest  thou  the  for 
EmperouiT'  he  said,  "ye,  sii*."  he  that  satte  at  the  horde  said 
to  aH  his  lordes  of  his  courte,  "  In  the  faith  that  ye  owe  to  me  seith, 
whether  'this  man  be^^  Emp^rour,  or  I  ? "  %  They  saiden),  "  this  is  an 
vnsavery  question) ;  this  rebavde  we  saw  never  before, ^^  but  of  youre 
persone  of  longe  tyme  we  are  certayn)."   IT  The  Emperour  said  to  his 

*  wole.        *  knowift  on.  •  at  the.        *  that.         *  me.         *  he  rownyd. 

'  the  emperice.  Om,        •  Om,        "  she  merueylyd.  "  merueylya. 

'«  at  the.         "  Om.  »*  Om.        »*  hym.         >•  Offi.  "  at  the. 

"  Otn.  '*  he  is.  »  to-fore. 
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shuld  take  Irnn,  and  tey  him  to  Tallies  of  bors,  vpon)  die  hard  pave- 
ment,— "  but  I  T7oH  not  Jat  ye  slee  him,  hut,  forsoth,  if  he  euer 
j^esanxB  any  laore  so  fouly,  he  shalbe  dampnyd  to  the  foulest  detH 
)at  X  caxd  deme."     And  in  dede,  fe  cacchepolis  drow  him  vpon)  the 
pavement  at  pe  Tailles  of  hors,  and  putte  him  oute  of  the  cite.     Sone 
aftir  this  IBlmperoui'  bygao)  to  thenk,  what  haue  I  do,  or  what  haue  I 
gievid  god,  ^at  I  am  thus  put  oute  of*  the  Empire^  and  ^at  no  man 
kaowith  mel     And  as  he  thought  these  wordis,  hit  come  to  his 
mynde,  Ilow  he  had  I-thought  afore  in  his  bed,  is  fere  any  god  but 
\% — **  A !  Ion)  god,  now  I  se  wele  ]»at  was  pe  cause  fat  grevid  the, 
and  ^erfore  I  shal  go  to  a  confessoui',  and  dansy  me,  and  take  pen- 
aonce  ^erfore."     There  beside  duellid  an  heremyte,  fat  vsid  to 
shrive  ^him  afore ;  and  he  yede  to  this  heremite  then,  &  knokked  at 
pe  dore.      "Who  is  fereV*  quod  the  heremite.     "Opyn),  opyn," 
qiMxl  the  Emperoui',  '^for  I  am  the  Emperotcr,  and  haue  certein 
prevites  to  speke  with  the."    And  the  Heremyte  openyd  the  dore ; 

^  leaf  163,  ool.  2. 
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servauntes,  *'Take^  this  harlotte,  and  draw  hym  at  the  hoise-taile, 
on  the  pament,  by  cause  he  wold  have  the  Empire'  ^from  me,^  whan 
lie  saide  that^  he  was  Emp^rour.  IT  Also  I  wille,  yf  he  of  fiedse  prd- 
sumpciou)  any  more  ei\]tremete  hym  of  the  Empire,  that  he  be  put  to 
a  foule  deehe."  V  Than  ^the  turmentours,^  at  the  biddyng  of  the  Em- 
peroui',  drew  hym  on  the  pament,  at  the  horse-taile ;  and  afterward 
shamf nlly  put  hym  out  of  the  Citee.  whan  he  was  put  out,  and 
confused,  he  wept  bittirly,  saiyng  in  ^  his  hert,  "  Alias  !  Alias !  that 
ever  I  was  bora),  for  now  I  wote  not  what  I  shaH  do,  ne  whether  to 
go  !  **  IT  Anou)  he  thought,  "what  have  I  do  ayenst^  god,  that  I  am 
thus  put  out  of  myne  Empire,  and  no  man  knowel£  me  1  **  while 
he  thought  this  in  his  hert,  it  come  to  his  mynde,  that  ones  he^  lay 
in  his  bedde,  and'  said,  "Is  there  any  god  but  11"  IT  "O!  lord 
god,  this  is  the  cause  of  myn)  offence.  I  shiJ}  go  to  my  confessour, 
and  be  clene^®  confessed  of  my  synnes.*'*^  IT  Thei*  was  that  tyme  an 
hermyte,  that  he  was  wonte  to  be  confessed  at ;  and  he  went  to  his 
Selle,  and  called  'the  hermyte.  Anou)^^  the  hermyte  come,^^  and  asked 
who  was  thei*  ?  he  said,  "  vndo  the  doire,  for^*  I  am  the  Empcrour, 
that  have  for  to  shew  to  you  my  prive  counsaile."     Anou)  the  her- 

'  take  hsrm.        '  emperice.        '  Om,        *  Om.        '  the!.        '  leaf  6,  back. 
'  agayns  passim.        '  as  he.        '  he.        *•  clenly.        "  synne. 

•»  Om.  '»  herd.  •*  Om. 
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and  when  he  saw  )»e  Emperoui'^  anon  he  put  to  the  doie  ayen)  with 
att  hifl  myght,  and  seid,  '*  nay,  ]>ou  art  not  Emperoxn*  but  the  deviti." 
))en)  themperoui'  bygan  sore  to  wepe,  and  seid,  **  alas !  alas !  vnappj 
wiecche  ]»at  I  am ;  I  pray  the,  for  goddis  loue,  here  my  confessioid 
fcTQ  as  I  stonde ;  and  let  thi  dore  stond  yshit,  as  hit  doth."  "For 
the  loue  of  god,"  qwocl  the  heremyte,  ''I  wolle  gladly  here  the;  say 
what  thou  wilt."  Tho  the  Ei^peroui'  makyd  confession),  and  told 
how  he  had  greyid  his  god ;  "  and  ferioie  I  had  suche  venlaunce.'* 
When  )>e  heiemite  had  assoOei)  him,  he  openyd  a  wyndowe,  and 
knew  him  for  emp^roui*,  and  kist  for  loye.  'Telle  me,"  quod  the 
Emperoui*,  "  hast  J»ou  knoulache  of  me  yit,  or  doutist  of»  me  t "  "yis," 
quo^  the  heremyte,  "  I  know  ^e  now,  fat  thou  art  emperour ;  bnt 
as  long  as  ^ou  duelledist  in  synne,  I  coude  not  know  the."  '*  I  pray 
the,"  qtux)  the  Emperour, ''  lene  me  som  clothis,  and  kever  my  body; 
and  ]»en  wolle  I  tume  home,  &  loke  if*  any  man)  can)  or  wolle  know 
me."  "  yis,  my  lortf,"  seid  fe  heremyte ;  "  suche  clothis  as  I  bane, 
thou  shalt  haue,  and  I  trow  to  god  thei  woH  know  the ;  but,  Bar,  I 

[Second  Version.    Addit  MS,  9066.] 

myte  opened  the  dorres^ ;  and  whan  he  saw  hym,  wit^  a  grete  hast 
he  shitte  the  dorres^  i^yi^y  &iid  said,  ''thou  art  not  the'  Em- 
pcrour,  but  rather  a*  devett."  %  The  Emptfroui'  herd  this,  wept*  fast, 
and  said,  "  Allds  ! "  *  I  am  vnhappy,*  yit  I  pray  the,  for  the  love  of 
god,  here  my  confession),  *and  lette  me  stond  with  out  the  dorre."^ 
The  hermyte  said,  ''  for  the  love  of  god  I  shi^  gladly  here  the.*' 
If  Anon)  the  Emperour  with  teres  was  confessed,  how  he  was  proade 
ayenst  god,  and  what  he  had  thought  and  said.  And  whan  he  was 
assoiled,  the  hermyte  ^kneled  and  kissed^  hym  for  ioye.  %  Than  the 
Empc7*our  said,  "  Now  say  me  trewly,  whether  thou  hast  knowpg 
of  me,  or  thou  doutest  yit  1 "  The  hermyte  said,  "  wiifi  outen)  doute 
I  know  the  for  verrey  Emperoui*,  and  for  my  lord ;  but  as  longe  as 
thou  were  in  synne,  I  had  no®  knowyng  of  the."  IT  Than  the  Em- 
pcroui*  said,  "I  pray  the,  yf  thou  have  any  clothes,  lene^®  me  some, 
for  to  hille  me  with,  and  so  I  shaH  'go  to  my  paleys,  and  I  shaH  ^^  se  yf 
any  man  have  ^*  knowyng  of  me,"  If  The  hermyte  said,  "  My  reverent 
lord,  suche  clothes  as  I  have  I  wille  gladly  take  you ;  and  I  hope 
with  outen  doute,  that  aH  men  shatt  know  you ;  but  what  he  is 

'  dore.        '  Om.        '  the.        ^  and  wepte.        '  Om,        *  an  ynhappy  man. 

^  beyng  the  dore  ahit 

'  opynd  the  wyndow,  and  knew  him  aothely  for  the  Emperonr,  and  kyased  A^ 

•  none.        '•  lende.         "  Om,         "  yet  haue. 
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merv&B,  what  he  is,  Jat  occupietti  thi  dignite."  When  themperoui^ 
was  I-clothid,  he  went  to  his  paleis,  and  knokked  at  fe  yate.  the 
porter  openyd  the  yate,  and  knelid  doun),  &  seid,  "  aer,  my  lord,  by 
what  wey  yede  ye  oute ;  for  I  haue  here  abide  &  I-stond  long,  &  I 
cowde  not  se  you  1 "  "  Knowist  J»ou  me,"  quod  themperoiu'.  "  ye, 
my  lord,"  qiKxJ  he,  "  and  long  haue  ydon) ;  But  yisterday  there  come 
an  harlot  naked,  &  come  to  fe  halle,  &  seid  he  was  em-perour"  So 
hit  was,  ]»t  the  Emp^rour  entrid  in  to  )^e  halle.  when  knyghtc^ 
and  lordis  saw  him  come,  thei  fille  doun)  on  kne,  eche  man  in  his 
degre,  and  salowid  him,  as  fei  aught  to  do  to  themperour.  And 
fat  o)^r  "Emperour  was  in  chamber  with  the  lady,  &  herde  a  grete 
noise  in  the  haUe;  [and]  he  commaundid  his  chamberleyn)  to  go 
loke  what  hit  was.  Whan  fe  chamberleyn)  had  I-seyn)  what  hit 
was,  he  come  rennyng  yp  agein,  and  seid  to  ])e  Emperoui',  "Sir, 
there  is  a  feii^  man  in  the  halle,  and  seith  he  is  Emperotir ;  and  he 
is  like  to  you,  ])at  there  is  no  man  in  fia  world  ])at  may  know  wheper 
of  you  to  be  Emperoure."     Then  seid  the  Emperoui^  to  ])e  lady, 
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that  occupietil  your  place,^  vtterly  I  wote  not."  IT  Than*  the  Emper- 
our,  whan  he  was  clad,  he  went  to  the  paleys,  and  knokked  at  the 
gate,  the  porter  opened  the  gate ;  and  whan  he  saw  the  Emperour, 
he  fiHe  a-downe'  on  his  knee,  and  said,  "  My  reverent  lord,  I  mer- 
vaile*  what  way  ye  went  out,  For  I  have  stond  here  ^aH  this  day,* 
and  saw  you  not."  IT  The  Emperqur  said,  "  knowest  thou  mel "  "ye, 
lord,"  he  said,  "  of®  longe  tyme  I  have  know  you ;  but^  yisterday 
here  was  an  harlot,  and  went  into  the  halle,  and  said  he  was  Em- 
p^rom*."  IT  Whan  the  porter  had  thus  said,  the  Emperour  went  ®into 
the  halle.  *AH  his®  knyghtes  and  other  men,  whan  thei  sawe  hym, 
worshipful]  y  thei  saluted  hym ;  and  eche  man  did  hym  worshippe, 
as  thei  were  wont  to  do  to  ^®  the  Emperoui'.  IF  The  ^othei'  Emperour  ^^ 
was  in  the  chambi*e  that  tyme,  with  the  En^presse.  whan  thei 
herd  noise  in  the  halle,  he  said  'vnto  his^^  chamberlayn),  "  Go  and^ 
wete  what  this^*  noyse  is."  Whan  he  come,  and  saw  the  Emperour 
in  the  halle,  he  had  mervaile ;  and  went  ayene^^  fast  in  to  the  cham* 
bre,  and  said,  "  A !  my  worshipfuU  lord,  in  the  halle  is  a  faire  man, 
that  saith  he^®  is  Emperour',  and  in  all  thynges^^  he  is  like  you,  that 
there  is  no  man  in  the  world  'that  coude^®  deme  verrely  whiche  of 


'  digoyte.        *  Om.        '  doune.        *  haue  menieyle  by.        *  Om.        • 
^  but  yet        •  leaf  7.        '  Om,        »®  Om,        "  tother.         '»  to  the. 
^  Om.        "  that.        "  Om,        '«  that  he.        "  thyng.        •'  kan. 
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*'  goth  ye  forth,  and  seih  him,  and  telle  me  what  it  is.**  And  the 
lady  did  so;  and  when  she  saw  him,  ^Sho  had  so  grete  m^nreifi, 
fat  no  man  wolde  trowe  hit  &  sone  she  entrid  pe  chamher  ayen), 
and  seid,  "  A !  ser,  what  shal  I  sey  now  or  do  f  Foisoth  I  note 
whethir  o^  you  I  shal  take  for  my  husbond,  suche  a  liknes  is  atwene 
you  two."  Then  spake  the  "Emperowf,  and  seid,  '^  I  shaH  se  him  my 
self."  When  themperooi'  come  to  pe  halle,  and  ^i  stode  both  to- 
gidie,  pen  was  no  man)  cowde  disciyre  whe^  of  hem  shnlif  be 
Empenmr.  Then  spak  themperonz'  fat  come  doon)  of  fe  chamber, 
*'Dere  &endis  echon),  wtt^onten)  douie  p\a  is  yottr  Ion},  &  7001* 
Emperovr,  &  pe  same  ]»at  I  made  to  be  drawen)  with  hors,  though 
non  of*  you  had  knoulache  of  him ;  and  alle  was  for  this  skyle.  Hit 
happid  ^at  this  man)  bygan)  to  be  so  hy  in  heit^  &  so  proudely,  and 
therfore  god  put  him  oute  of  his  empier,  tytt  paX  he  had  made 
amendis ;  and  in  this  tyme  I  was  commaunded  by  god  to  occupie 
his  stede,  ^at  the  Empire  shuld  not  penssh ;  and  I  am  his  aung^ 
that  haue  I-be  in  the  gouemaile  and  keping*,  as  ye  know,  vnto  p^ 
tyme  that  he  were  reconsiled  to  god,  &  pat  peas  be  made  bytwene 

>  leaf  168,  back,  coL  1. 
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you  is  Emperour."  IT  The  Emperoui'  herd  this,  and  bad  the  Empresse 
"  go  f  orthe,  and  se  what  he  is,  and  come  telle  me."  V  The  Empresse 
went,  and  loked,  and  mervailed  gretly;^  and  went  fast*  into  the 
chambre  agayn).  "  O  !  Sir,  what  I  shaH  say  ytterly  I  wote  not,  in  as 
moche  '  as  I  wote  not  whiche  of  you  is  my  lord,  for  ye  are  so  like."  ^  The 
Empei'our,  that  was  in  the  chambre,  said,  "  I  shati  go  forthe  and  se 
hym."  Whan  thei^  come  into  thehaUe,  thei  stoden)  to-gedre;  and  there 
was  no  man  in  the  halle  that  coude  deme  which  of  hem  was  yeny 
Emperour.  IT  Than  said  the  Emperour,  that  come  out  of  the  chambre, 
**  worshipf uH  Sires  and  Frendes,  with  outen)  doute  this  is  yout'  lord 
and  Emperour  ;^  this  is  he  that  I  made  to  be  draw  at  the  horse-taile, 
and  none  of  you  knew  him ;  and  this  is  the  cause.*  IT  hit  'be-felle 
ones^  that  he  was  over^  provde  ayenst  god;  and  therfoi'  god  cast 
hym  downe®  out  of  his  Empire,  tille  he  had  made  arseth  to  god. 
And  I  was  boden)  of  god  to  kepe  his  stede,  that  the  Empire  shuld 
not  perish  And  I  am  an  aungeH  of  god,  that  hath^®  kept  the  Em- 
pire, as  ye  'sene,  tille  ^^  he  were  reconsUed  to^'  god.    and  now  pease 

'  wonder  gretlj.        '  swythe.        '  mykjlle.        *  he.         *  the  Emperor. 

'  Bkylle.        ^  fille  bo.        '  thus.        *  Om,  haue. 
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god  &  him;  and  ^rfore  receiaetH  him  for  youi^  lord."  &  so  he 
yanj88he<)  fro  hem.  And  themperour  hily  thonkid  god,  ])at  so 
savid  him ;  and  aftir  he- was  a  deyoute  man),  &  faire  endid  his  lyf>. 

ICORALITB. 

D£re  Fiendis,  this  Emp«roui'  may  be  callid  ech  Cristen)  man)  ])at  is 
myghti  and  riche,  ^e  which  for  habundaonce  of  good  inhiet^  him 
ajens  god,  bcU.  he  is  recheles  to  kepe  his  commanndement),  and  he 
goth  in  the  forest  of  this  world  for  to  hunte  abonte  worldly  yanytes. 
but  thenne  ofte  tymes  )>er  riseth  a  thik  clowde  and  a  derk,  set7. 
temptacion)  of*  the  deyett,  )>e  which  ofte  tymes  departith  suche  a 
man)  fro  the  people  of  god,  6a7.  fro  the  werkys  of*  m^rcy ;  and  takith 
then  a  grete  hete,  ]»at  is  for  to  sey,  dilectacion)  of  S3rnnyng*,  &  so  he 
pattith  of  his  clothis,  set?,  good  yertuys,  ])e  which  he  receiued  in 
baptisme,  and  he  entrith  in  to  ]m  water  of  flesshly  affeccions,  in  )»e 
which  a  synner  is  ofte  tyme  delited.  But  when  a  man  begynneth 
to  ])enk  on  his  syn),  and  purposith  to  arise  oute  \eroi  bye  contricion), 
then  he  sechith  his  dothis,  bcU,  yertuys,  the  which  he  had  yloste, 
but  he  fyndeth  hem  not. — ^what  doth  he  thenne  f    He  goth  then  to 
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is  made  with  god ;  Therfoi*  takelfi  hym  to^  your  lord."  IT  whan  this 
was  said,  the  aungett  was  out  of  her  sight  The  Emperoui',  whan  he 
saw  this,  he  ^yelded  thankyngis  *  to  god,  that  so  had  sayed  hym. 
After  this  he  was  deyoute  to  god,  and  ended  his  lyf*  in  pease. 

Deelaracio.  Frendes,  to  ynderstond  gostly.  This  Emperour  is  eyery 
cristen)  man,  that  is  myghty  and  riche,  and  for  habundaunce  of  rich- 
esse  and  of  myght  raisethe  hym  self*  ayenst  god,  as  he  that  obeyeth 
not  to  goddes  wille,  neither  to  his  preceptes,  but  walketh  by  be 
forest  ^of  this  world,  huntyng  aboute  worldly  yanytees.  IF  But  ofte 
sithe  ther  nset£  a  derke  clowde  in  a  temptacion)  of  the  fende,  that 
suche  one  departeth  hym  from  ati  his  peple,  that  is,  from  aU  the 
werkes  of  mercy^  and  taketh  a  grete  hete,  that  is,  delectacion)  of 
synne ;  and  so  he  putteth  of  his  clothes,  that  beu)  his  good  yertues. 
the  whiche  he  reaceiyed  in  his  baptyme,  and  got£  into  the  watir.  That 
is,  flesshly  aifeccions,  in  the  whiche  a  synner  deliteth  hym  moche. 
IT  But  whan  a  man  bethynketh  him  of  his  synne,  he  begynneth  to  flee 
by  contriccion),  but  yit  he  fyndeth  not  his  clothes ;  tho  be  the  yer- 
tues, the  whiche  he  hath  lost  by  his  synne.    IT  Wherfoi*  he  gothe  to 

'  Om,  '  yeld  thankyng.  '  leaf  7,  back. 
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])e  houa  of  the  knyght  )^at  lie  aTaunced,  scil.  to  resoii);  and  resoii) 
betith  him  so  ofte  tyme  as  he  stondith  ayens  ^  Synner,  and  he 
reprevith  him,  for  he  offendith  god,  &  lesith  Heuen),  and  getith  Mm 
)>e  peyne  of  helle.  Af tirwan)  he  comyth  to  fe  hous  of  pe  Erie,  scil 
consciens ;  and  he  grucchit^  wiiJi  him,  &  presonyi^  him,  and  puttith 
him  in  many  angris  &  tribulacion),  tytt  tyme  ]»at  he  come  ^to  the 
wey  of  helth.  For  whenne  eny  Man  doth  eny  synne,  conscience 
grucchith  perwi^ ;  and  theifore  the  AppostiU  seith,  Omne  quod  est 
contra  conseienciam,  edificat  ad  iehennam,  f&t  is  to  sey,  Att  ^t  is 
ayens  conscience,  beldith  toward  helle.  Aftir  he  goth  to  his  owne 
paleiB,  sa7.  to  the  herte,  and  thinketh  how  &  in  what  maner  ^t  he 
had  trespassid  to  god;  &  pere  he  may  not  be  receiued, — whyt  for 
god  is  put  oute  of*  herte  by  synne.  &  the  Emperooi',  acil.  holy 
chirchy  to  whom  we  owe  to  be  weddid,  knowith  not  ]»e  synner,  tiH 
tyme  ^at  he  be  ydrawe  atte  ])e  Tailles  of  hors,  ypon)  pe  pavement, 
adl,  ]»ou  owe  to  take  to  mynde  fro  begynnyng  of  thy  lyfi  ynto  (is 
present  day,  where,  how,  &  for  what  cause,  fai  fon  hast  greyid  thi 
god;  &  then  renne  to  a  heremyte,  aeil.  a  discrete  confessoui^,  &  shew 

'  leaf  163,  back,  ool.  2. 
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the  knyghtes  house,  that  is,  reason) ;  but  reason)  betith  hym,  as  ofte 
as  he  manly  stondeth  agayn)  synne,  For  withstondyng  of  synne  is 
paynf uH ;  and  reason)  vndirtaketh  hym  that  he  hathe  offendecl  god, 
and  lost  heven,  and  purchasidi  helle  payn).  IT  Than  after,  whan 
he  come  to  the  house  [ojf  ^  the  Erie,  that  is,  to  his  conscience,  anon) 
it  gruccheth  ayenst  hym,  and  putteth  hym  to  prison),  That  is,  he  in- 
volyes  hym  in  grete  sorowes  and  diseases  of  hert,  for  his  synne,  tille 
he  come  to  the  way  of  helthe.  For  whan  a  man  hathe  do  sjrnne,  his 
conscience  gruccheth ;  as  the  appostle  saith,  AH  that  is  done  ayenst 
conscience,  edefieth  Helle.  If  Than  he  gothe  to  his  owne  paleys,  that 
is,  to  his  owne  hert,  and  thynketh  what  and  how  moche  he  hat£ 
offended  ayenst  god,  and  may  not  be  resceived ;  for  by  synne  god 
is  put  out  of  the  hert.  IT  And  the  [elmpresse,  that  is,  holy  chirche,  to 
the  whiche  he  shuld  be  wedded,  [knjowel^  not  a  synner,  tille  he  be  at 
the  horse-taile,  by  the  [pjament,  That  is,  thou  owest  to  have  in  mynde, 
fro  the  begynyng  of  thi  lyf«  vnto  this  tyme,  IF  what  that  is,  how,  and 
where,  and  for  what  cause,  and  how  ofte  thou  hast  offended  god ; 

'  Part  of  the  margin  of  leaf  7,  book,  seems  to  have  been  written  on  a  loose 
slip,  which  was  then  removed,  so  that  the  beginnings  of  some  of  the  lines  lack 
the  first  letters. 
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to  him  what,  &  howe  moche  fat  foxk  hast  grevid  god ;  and  so  by 
good  aigament  pan  shalt  recouere  thi  clothing,  acU,  vertuys,  ])at  thou 
lostiBt ;  and  fen  )>(;u  shalt  mow  go  vnto  pe  palys  of  Ciist,  where  the 
porter,  acil.  prelat,  Bcil,  god  him  self,  shalle  opene  to  the  the  yate  of 
henen).  And  then  aB.  thine,  acil,  aungels,  shul  know  fe,  and  fou  shalt 
legne  fere  withouten)  ende,  -with  the  blessed  lord.  Qui  cum  patre  &c. 

[  XXIV.  ] 
AVERYOS  THE  EMPEROURE. 

(of  THB   KNIGHT  WHO   LOST    HIS  WIFE  AND  TWO   SONS,   AND   HOW 

THET  WERE  FOUND.) 

Ayerios  was  a  wise  emperoni'  regnyng  in  the  cite  of  Rome ;  and 
he  let  ciye  a  grete  feste,  and  who  so  euer  wold  come  to  that 
feste,  and  gete  victory  in  tour[n]ement,  he  shold  haue  his 
doughter  to  wyf ,  aftir  his  decesse.  So  fere  was  a  doughti  knyght,  & 
hardy  in  armys,  and  specially  in  tonr[n]ement,  fe  which  hadde  a  wyf, 
and  two  yong  children),  of  age  of  thre  yere ;  and  when  this  knyght  had 
herd  this  crye,  in  a  dere  morowenyng  he  entred  in  to  a  forest,  and  fere 
he  herd  a  nyghtingale  syng  vpon)  a  tre  so  swetly,  ]»at  he  herd  neuar 
80  swete  a  melody  afore  that  tym&  The  knyght  sette  him  doun) 
vndre  the  tre,  and  seid  to  him  self,  '^  now,  lord,  if  I  myght  knowe 
what  this  brid  shold  bemene  I "  pere  come  an  old  man),  and  seid 
to  him,  "  fat  thou  shalt  go  wi't^in  thes  thre  dales  to  fe  Emperonrs 
feste,  &  fou  shalt  sofi&e  grete  persecucion)  or  fou  come  fere ;  and  if 
pan  be  constant,  &  pacient  in  aM  thi  tribalacion),  thy  sorowe  shal 
ttime  the  to  grete  ioy ;  and,  ser,  this  is  the  interpretacion)  of  his 
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and  so  r3mne  to  the  hermyte,  that  is,  a  secrete  confessotir,  and  shew 
to  hym  how  thou  hast  offended  god.  And  so  it  folowet^,  that  thou 
may  recover,  and  gete  agayn)  thi  clothes,  that  are  the  vertues,  that  is 
lost  by  synnS ;  and  go  to  the  paleys  of  holy  chirche,  where  the  por- 
ter, that  is,  the  prelat,  shall  take  the  in.  and  god  shall  open)  to 
the  the  dorre  of  the  kyngdome  of  heven,  whan  thou  diest ;  IF  And  att 
thyn),  that  ben  the  aungels  of  god,  shi^  there  know  the ;  and  there 
thou  shalt  reigne  in  the  hevenly  Empire;  to  the  whiche  ^bryng  vs 
the  Emperoui*  of  heven)  Ihesn  crist !   Amen. 

>  leaf  8h 
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song."  whoB  this  was  seid,  ^e  old  maii)  yanysshed,  and  fe  brid  ftj 
awey.  tho  the  knygM  had  grete  m^rveili: ;  he  yede  to  his  wif ,  and 
told  her  the  cas.  '*  ser,"  quod  she,  "  J>e  wiH  of  god  be  fulfilled,  but 
I  counsel}  fat  we  go  to  ])e  feste  of  the  Emperoui',  and  ^t  ye  thynk 
on  the  victory  in  the  tour[n]ementy  by  the  which  we  may  be 
avaunced  and  holpen)."  when  the  knyght  had  made  aH  thing*  ledy, 
fere  come  a  grete  fire  in  the  nyght ;  and  brent  yp  aH  his  hous.  &  ali 
his  goodis,  For  which  he  had  grete  sorowe  in  hert ;  ^NeuMheles,  not- 
withstondyng*  aH  this,  he  yede  forthe  toward  the  see,  with  his  wife, 
and  with  his  two  childryn) ;  and  fere  he  hired  a  Ship,  to  passe  ouer. 
When  thei  come  to  londe,  ]»e  maistar  of  the  Shipp^  asked  of  the 
knyglit  his  hire  for  his  passage,  for  him,  &  for  his  wif,  and  for  his 
two  childryn).  "  Dere  Frend,"  seid  the  knyght  to  him,  "  dere  fiend, 
8u£fre  me,  &  fou.  shalt  haue  aB.  thyn),  for  I  go  now  to  the  feste  of 
themperoui',  where  I  trust  to  haue  ^e  victory  in  tur[ne]ment,  and 
^n  you  shalt  be  wele  ypaied."  "nay,  by  the  feith  )^at  I  owe  to 
^emparoui*,"  quod  y&t  othir,  "  hit  shal  not  be  so,  For  but  if  ^ 
pay  now,  I  shal  holde  thi  wif  to  wed,  tyH  tyme  ]»at  I  be  paled  fully 
my  salary."  And  he  seid  ^at,  for  he  desired  ye  loue  of  the  lady, 
tho  the  knygtit  profren)  his  two  childryn)  to  wed,  So  ]»at  he  mygKt 
haue  his  wif ;  and  the  Shipman  seid,  "  nay,  such  wordis  both  vayn), 
for,**  quod  he, "  or  I  wol  haue  my  mede,  or  els  I  woUe  holde  thi  wif .'^ 
So  the  knyght  lefte  his  wif  with  him,  and  kyst  her  with  bitter  tens ; 
and  toke  ye  two  childryn),  bcU.  on  in  his  oon  aime,  &  ^at  othir  in 
his  nek,  and  so  he  yede  forth  to  the  tumement.  Aftir  ye  insists  of  ye 
Bhippe  wolde  haue  layn)  by  the  lady,  but  she  denyed  hit,  Ss  seid,  ]»t 
she  had  lever  dey  ^an  consente  yerio»  So  wtt^in  short  tyme,  ye 
maist^r  drew  to  a  fer  lond,  and  yere  he  deled ;  and  ye  lady  beggid 
her  brede  iro  dore  to  dore,  and  knew  not  in  what  lond  her  husbond 
was  duellinge.  the  knyght  was  gon)  toward  the  paleis,  and  at  ye 
last  he  come  by  a  depe  water,  yet  was  Impossible  to  b^  passid,  but 
hit  were  in  certein  tyme,  when  hit  was  at  ye  lowist.  Pe  knyght  sette 
doun)  00  child,  and  bare  the  othir  ouer  the  water ;  and  aftir  ]»at  he 
come  ayen)  to  fecche  ouer  ye  othir,  but  or  he  myght  come  to  him, 
there  come  a  lion),  and  bare  him  awey  to  ye  forest,    the  knyght 
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pnrstied  afiir,  but  he  myg&t  not  ooxne  to  )>e  lioii);  and  )>en  he 
wept  bitterly,  and  yede  ajen)  oner  the  water  to  fe  othir  child; 
and  or  he  were  ycome,  a  here  had  take  ye  child,  and  ran)  ferwith  to 
fe  forest.  When  fe  knyght  saw  yat,  sore  he  wepte,  and  seid,  *'  alias  ! 
^at  en^  I  was  bore,  for  now  hane  I  lost  wif*  and  childryn).  O  yon 
brid  1  thi  song  ]Mit  was  so  swete  is  ytnmed  in  to  grete  sorowe,  and 
hath  ytake  away  myrth  fro  my  hert"  Afbir  this  he  turned  toward 
the  feste,  and  made  him  redy  toward  the  tumement ;  and  yere  he 
bare  him  so  manly,  &  so  doately  in  the  tumement,  and  y&t  twies  or 
thries,  ^t  he  wan)  ye  victory,  and  worship,  and  wynnyng  of  ^t 
day.  For  ye  Emperom'  hily  avauncid  him,  and  made  him  maist«r 
of  his  oste,  and  commaundid  yat  eR  shuld  obey  to  him ;  and  he 
encresid,  and  aros  from  day  to  day  in  honnre  and  richesse.  And  he 
went  aflirward  in  a  certein  day  in  the  cite,  [and]  he  found  a  precious 
^  Stone,  colourid  -with  thre  maner  of*  colours,  as  in  oo  partie  white,  in 
an  othir  partie  red,  and  in  the  thrid  partie  blak.  Anon  he  went  to 
a  lapadary,  ^t  was  expert  in  ye  yertue  of  Stonys ;  and  he  seid,  ^at 
ye  Tertue  of*  thiike  stone  was  this,  who  soeuer  berith  the  Stone  vpon) 
him,  his  hevynesse  shaH  tume  in  to  ioy ;  and  if  he  be  pouere,  he 
shal  be  made  riche ;  and  if*  he  hath  lost  any  thing,  he  shaH  fynde 
hit  ayen)  wtt^  grete  ioy.  And  when  the  knyght  herd  this,  he  was 
glad  and  blitfi,  and  thought  in  him  self,  ''  I  am  in  grete  heuynesse 
&  pou«rte,  for  I  haue  lost  afi  that  I  had,  and  by  this  Stone  I  shal 
recou^re  nXt  ayen),  wheyer  hit  be  so  or  no,  god  wote  1 "  Aftir,  when 
he  must  go  to  BataHe  of  the  Emperour,  he  gadrid  to-gidre  aH  ye 
oste,  and  among  hem  he  found  two  yong  knyghtis,  semely  in  hameis, 
&  wele  I-shape,  the  which  he  hired  for  to  go  with  him  yn  bataifi 
of  the  Emperour.  And  when  thei  were  in  the  BataiH,  yere  was  not 
oon  in  aH  ]m  bataiH  yat  did  so  doutely,  as  did  tho  two  knyghtis  yat 
he  hired;  and  perof  this  knyght,  maister  of  Je  ost,  was  hily  gladid; 
When  ye  bataiH  was  y-do,  thes  two  yong  knyghtev  yede  to  her  oste 
in  ye  cite ;  and  as  ^ei  sat  to-gidir,  thelder  seid  to  ye  yonger,  "  Dere 
Prend,  hit  is  long  sithen)  yat  we  were  felawys,  and  we  haue  grete 
grace  of  god,  for  in  eu^ry  batail  we  haue  J»e  victory ;  and  f  erf  ore 
I  pray  you,  telle  me  of  what  centre  ye  were  ybore,  and  in  what 
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iiacioi])t  for  I  askid  nener  this  of  the  or  now ;  &  if  ^m  wilt  telle  me 
sotfe,  I  shal  telle  my  kynrede,  &  where  I  was  borne."  And  when 
oo  f elawe  spak  ^ns  to  ^e  othir,  a  faire  lady  was  loggid  in  ]»e  same 
ostry;  and  when  she  hercl  ^e  elder  knyght  speke,  she  herkened  to 
him ;  but  she  knew  neither  of  hem,  and  yit  she  was  modir  of  both, 
&  wyf  ofi  the  maister  of  the  Oste,  the  which  also  pe  maister  of  the 
Ship/9e  WitAhekl  for  shiphire,  but  euer  god  kept  her  fro  synne.  Then 
spake  the  yonger  knyght^  "  Forsoth,  good  man),  I  note  who  was  my 
Fader,  or  who  was  my  modir,  ne  in  what  stede  I  was  borne ;  but  I 
haue  this  wele  In  mynde,  )»at  my  fader  was  a  knyght,  and  ]>at  he  bare 
me  oner  the  water,  and  left  my  eldir  brothir  in  pe  lond ;  and  as  he 
passid  ouer  ayen)  to  fecche  him,  pere  come  a  lion),  &  toke  me  vp, 
but  a  man  of  the  cite  come  w»t^  houndis,  and  when  he  saw  him,  be 
made  him  to  leye  me  with  his  houndis,"  *'  now,  sothly,"  qttod  }ai 
othir,  ''  and  in  ^e  same  manor  hit  happid  wtt^  m&  For  I  was  pQ 
Bone  of  a  knyght,  and  had  only  a  brothir ;  and  my  fader  brougM  me, 
&  my  hroper,  &  my  modir,  ouer  the  See  toward  themp«rouy ;  and 
for  my  Dader  had  not  to  pay  to  ]>e  maist^  of  ^the  ship  for  the  fraught, 
he  left  my  modir  to  wed ;  and  ]>en  my  fader  toke  me  with  my  yong 
brothir,  and  brought  ys  on  his  bak,  &  in  his  armys,  tytt  jxzt  we  come 
vnto  a  water,  and  pere  left  me  in  a  side  of  the  water,  and  bare  ouer 
my  yong  brothir ;  and  or  my  feuier  myght  come  to  me  ayene,  to  here 
me  ouer,  thei'  come  a  bere,  and  bore  me  to  wode ;  and  ]>e  people  ^at 
saw  him,  made  grete  cry,  and  for  fere  the  bere  let  me  falle,  and  so 
'wiifi  thelke  people  I  duellid  x.  yere,  and  thei'  I  was  ynorisshed." 
When  ^e  modir  berd  thes  wordis,  she  seid, ''  wMoute  doute  thea 
beo)  my  Sonys ; "  and  ran  to  hem  anon,  and  fil  vpon)  her  nekkes,  and 
wapte  sore  for  ioy,  &  seid,  "  A  !  dere  sonys,  I  am  jour  modir,  ^t 
your  fader  left  with  ]>e  maister  of  the  Shippe ;  and  I  know  wele  by 
youi^  wordis  and  signes  ]>at  ye  both  true  brethem).  But  how  it  is 
wtt^  your  Fader,  )»at  I  know  not,  but  god,  ^at  all  seth,  yeve  me 
grace  to  fynd  my  husbond."  And  alle  that  nyght  yes  thre  were  in 
gladnes.  On  pe  morow  ]>e  modir  rose  yp,  and  ]>e  childryii),  set?,  pe 
knyghtes,  folowid ;  and  as  the!  yede,  the  maister  of  )»e  Oste  metie 
with  hem  in  }e  strete,  and  ^ough  he  were  her  fader,  he  knew  bem 
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not,  but  as  pel  had  manli  fought  ]>e  day  afore ;  and  perfoi  he  salued 
Item  honorably,  and  askid  of  hem,  what  feii'  lady  ]>at  was,  ^at  come 
ivith  hem  ?  Anon)  as  pia  lady  herd  his  voys,  and  perceyued  a  cer- 
teyn)  signe  in  his  frount^  she  knew  fuUy  ]>erby  that  it  was  her  hus- 
lyond ;  and  J^erfore  she  ran)  to  him,  and  clypt  him,  and  kyst  him,  and 
for  ioy  fille  doon)  to  the  erth,  as  she  had  be  ded.  So  aftir  ]>is  passion), 
she  was  reisecl  vp ;  and  then  the  maister  seid  to  her,  *^  Telle  me,  feii' 
-womaxi),  whi  poM  clippest  me,  and  kyssist  me  so  ? "  She  seid,  *^  I  am 
ihi  wif*,  that  }ovl  leftist  wiih  pe  maister  of  the  Ship ;  and  thes  two 
knyght6«  bene  yowr  Sonys.  loke  wele  on  my  front,  and  see."  Then 
the  knyght  byheld  her  wele,  y^ith  a  good  avisement,  and  knew  wele 
by  diuerse  tokyns  f&t  she  was  his  wif* ;  and  anon  kyst  her,  and  the 
Sonys  eke;  and  blessid  hiely  god,  ]>at  so  had  visited  hem.  Tho 
-went  he  ayen)  to  his  lond,  with  his  wif*,  and  vriih  his  children),  and 
endid  faire  his  lif. 

MOBALITB. 

DEre  frendis,  this  Emperoni'  is  oni'  lord  Ihera  Crist,  the  which 
caUith  vs  to  the  tomement  of  penaunce,  wherthurugh  we  mow 
come  to  enerlastyng  ioy.  The  knyghteir  two  sonys  and  his  wif^  is 
eche  good  Cristen)  man) ;  ]>e  which  owith  to  redy  him  toward  ^e  wey 
of  henen  by  praiers,  f astyng,  &  almysdede,  to  take  yrith  him  his  wif*, 
Bcil.  his  flessh,  pat  it  obey  vnto  ]>e  goost  in  aE  ^inge«.  the  two 
childryn)  bethe  reson)  and  wille;  if*  fe  which  two  accorde  'wele  to- 
gider,  the!  mow  sekirly  come  to  the  tur[ne}ment  of  penaunce.  the 
brid,  ]>at  singeth  so  swetly,  is  pe  holy  gost,  ]>e  which  is  euer  puttyng 
grace  in  to  vs,  if  we  wol  aske  hit,  as  the  gospeH  makith  mencion) 
thus,  Petite^  j*  aecipieiis,  ]>at  is  to  sey,  askith,  and  havith ;  Pulsate, 
4r  aperietuT  vohts,  that  is  to  sey,  knokkith,  and  hit  shalbe  openyd 
to  you.  N'eucrtheles  it  behouyth  fat  ioy  of  yongith  be  twmyd  to 
Borowe  of  penaunce,  and  alle  oui*  vices  be  brend  vp  wit/t  Je  fire  of 
^  love  of  god.  So  pat  we  love^  god  oner  aB.  thing6«,  &  set  fdl 
erthely  thinges  atte  nought.  The  Ship  in  which  vs  owe  to  entre  is 
penaunce,  and  pertoTe  seith  lerom,  Secunda  tabula  post  naufragium 
est  penitenciflj  &c.  ea^wnitur  mpiek.    And  Jerfore  we  se  wele  by  ex- 
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pmence,  ])at  if  any  man  most  nedis  passe  the  See  to  ])e  holy  lond,  in 
fulfilling  of  yowys,  and  behotith  ^at  he  made,  ])erfore  ^n  if*  bit 
happe,  ^at  there  be  in  ])e  wat^r  two  Shippis,  of*  pQ  which  con  is 
ychaigid,  and  pat  othir  is  vnchaigid.  Now  to  oui'  purpos.  ])ere 
bene  two  Shippis,  set/,  baptym  &  penaunce ;  baptym  is  charged,  for 
hit  is  oore  first  eacrement,  and  be  pat  we  ben)  ysavid,  and  pedon 
])at  is  passid,  and  may  not  be  take  ayen) ;  and  perioiQ  nedef  ully  we 
must  take  the  Ship  of*  penaunce,  as  did  the  knyght,  with  his  wif*  & 
his  children  but  pe  knyght  left  his  wif*  with  pe  maist^r  of  the  ship^, 
for  he  myght  not  pay ;  So  do  ]>ou  leve  thi  flessh  with  a  discrete  con- 
fessoui^,  that  is  to  sey,  flesshly  affeccions;  &  take  with  the  two 
sonys,  as  resoo)  and  wiU' ;  reson)  to  gou^me  thi  lif ,  &  wil  to  do  pai  is 
plesaunt  to  god.  for  pere  is  nothing  better  ]>an)  that  ^at  is  yoyen)  to 
god  wi  t^  a  good  witt,  in  so  moche  )»at  in  certein  'places  &  tymes  wiH 
is  take  as  for  dede  wtt^  god.  And  so  vs  must  passe  ouer  the  worldly 
water ;  But  many  doth  of te  tyme  as  did  pie  knyght,  ^at  left  oon  of* 
his  children)  vpon)  pe  lond ;  So  pat  what  tyme  reason)  is  depressid, 
then)  comyth  pe  lyon),  scil.  pe  deviH,  &  gostly  ravissheth  a  man). 
Neu^heles  then  pe  hurde,  eeiL  a  pr^houi',  comyth  often)  tyme,  in 
80  moche  ]>at  pe  deviH  lettith  a  man)  to  f alle  from  his  power,  and 
^en  he  is  norisshedf  of  holy  chirche  in  good  worker.  Now  he  wolle 
seche  the  othir,  bcU,  wiH,  by  pe  which  he  shuld  please  god,  but  the 
here,  bcU,  pe  werk«9,  rayissheth  pe  wiH,  in  so  moche  pat  he  hath  no 
wiU  to  fulfiUe  no  meritory  werkes.  But  yit  ofte  tyme  prelates,  pre- 
chours,  and  doctotirs  ravisshitft  by  holy  Scripture  such  a  wiH,  and 
makith  hit  to  be  norisshed  by  doctrine  of  god,  vnto  pe  tyme  ]>at  a 
man  know  what  &  how  moche  he  hathe  trespassid  vnto  god.  Then 
afbirward  the  knyght  is  ymade  maister  of  the  Oste,  &  wan  pe  victory 
in  batails.  In  pe  same  maner,  when  a  man)  ouercomyth  pe  devlH, 
then  he  is  maister  of*  him  self*,  ^yn  gouemyng  of  hia  owne  soule, 
puttyng  awey  vices,  &  plantyng  v^rtuys.  Aftir  al  this,  the  knyght' 
fyndithe  a  ston,  I-colowrid  with  three  diu^rse  colowres,  so  he,  aftir 
that  he  hathe  ouercome  his  enmyes  by  penaunce,  he  findithe  a  stone 
BciL  Christum,*  Crist,  ^at  seithe.  Ego  sum  lapis,  &c.  ]yis  is  to  sey,  I 
am  a  stone,  the  whiche  is  colowrid  with  i^.  folde  coloures,  bcU.  with 
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xnyte  of  ^e  fadir  wisdom)  of  ye  sonne,  &  meknesse  of  the  holy 
goete.  And  he  ^ai  shal  have  yis  stone,  shal  have  euerlastyng  lyf ; 
and  ao  owi^  hevinea  ^at  we  have  heei'  shalle  toume  into  loye,  and  so 
we  shalle  mowe  come  with  ouie  wy^  bcU.  ouie  flesche^  &  oure 
aonys,  seil.  Eeson)  &  will,  [to]  have  ay  lastyng*  lyf^  aftir  owie  dessece^ 
Ad  quam  naa  &c. 

[  XXV.  ] 
PLEBEIUS  THE  EMP^iXOURE. 

(how  THBBB  knights  WBBB  HURDERBD,  AND  HOW  THE  HUBDBBS 

WBBB  FOUND  OUT.) 

PLebeins  was  Emperonre  Eegning  in  the  cete  of  Borne ;  fe  whiche 
oideynid  for  a  lawe,  that  wacchemen  shulde  echo  nyght  go 
aboute  fe  cete,  &  visite  eche  house,  pat  pere  was  no  misgouamayle  pere 
in,  wher  by  ^e  cite  myght  penl  or  harm),  &  fat  fere  were  no  man- 
slanter,  ne  sodeyne  det&  in  Eny  house.  So  in  a  tyme  pere  was  an 
olde  knyght,  named  Josias,  pe  whiche  had  to  wyf  a  freshe  yonge 
-wenche ;  and  this  yonge  woman)  vsid  to  syng  so  swetly,  that  mony 
men)  drow  for  hir  love  to  hir  house,  and  speke  to  hir  f or  a  maner 
love  ^t  is  forbode.  And  this  Emperouro  had  in  his  hous  ig.  yonge 
knyghtes,  set/,  that  is  to  seye,  Pirellus,  fat  was  stiward ;  Oliuerus, 
pe  whiche  vsid  to  wynne  victory  in  bataile  in  eu^ry  place ;  and  the 
thirde  was  named  [Lemicius.  The  fiiste]  knyght^  sct7.  pirellus, 
yede  pnvely  vnto  the  forsaide  woman),  ^e  olde  knyghtes  wyf,  and 
profcrid  hir  many  yiftis,  yf  so  were  pat  she  wolde  assente  to  his 
desire,  "what  wolt  pou  yeve  to  mel"  quod  she,  "yf  I  fiilMe  thi 
wille)"  "XX.  marke,"  quod  he.  "Then  I  graunte,"  quod  she; 
"  but  telle  me  what  tyme  &  what  oure  pon  wolte  come  with  ])i  money, 
&  I  shalle  in  the  mene  tyme  aviso  me  yf  I  wolle  fulfille  thi  wille ;  I 
shalle  yeve  the  aunswere  or  longe  tyme  be."  Afftir  ^at  come  Oliuerus 
to  hir  &  spake  to  hir  for  the  same  mat^r,  but  he  wist  not  that  his 
f elow  had  be  pere  afore.  )>en  she  saide  to  him,  "  ))ou  shalt  Come,  & 
do  thi  wille.**  when  Oliuerus  had  this  aunswere,  he  was  glad,  &  he 
yede  his  weye.  And  ]»oo  come  the  thirde  knyght,  ande  spake  to 
hir  of  the  same  mat^r,  but  he  wist  not  that  his  Felawes  had  ben 
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ther  afore.  AncF  tbo  be  saide  to  hir,  **  what  ahalle  I  yeve  to  the. 
In  conducion)  ^  fat  I  ahalle  do  my  wille  withe  the  %  "  "  fxm  shalt  yeve 
me  XX.  marke/'  quod  she,  ''  an  then  I  shaH  tel  the  when  and  in 
what  home,  ]>at  thow  shalt  come  &  ligge  withe  me."  '^  I  assente," 
saide  he,  &  yede  home  to  the  place.  And  sone  aftir  fe  malicious 
womazi)  yede,  and  discouered  to  hir  hasbonde  fe  counsaiH  of  alle 
thre  knyghte^.  "  And  perefoxe,  sir,"  she  said,  "  I  pray  Je,  sir,  yef 
me  counsaiH,  how  that  I  may  have  alle  hir  yifte^,  and  save  my 
solve  fro  syufiH  werke."  pen  spake  hir  husbonde,  ")>owe  shalt," 
quod  be,  "  sey  to  the  fyrst  knyght,  fat  he  brynge  his  mony  at  myd- 
nyte ;  and  to  the  secounde,  fat  he  bring  his  money  at  f e  tbirde 
cokkis  crow ;  IT  and  to  the  tbirde  knyght,  fat  be  bryng  his  mony  in 
the  morowe.  IT  And  I  Shalle  steke  the  dore  afbir  hem,  &  sle  hem, 
when  thei  buthe  entred;  and  so  we  shatt  have  fe  mony,  &  fou 
shalt  be  vnfilid."  Thenne  aftirward  she  saide  to  the  iij.  knigbtes, 
as  ye  haue  hurd,  &  fat  they  sbuld  come  yn)  the  nyght  folowyng,  & 
thei  sbulde  have  hir  wille.  So  the  firste  knyght  come  at  mydnygbt, 
and  knokked  at  the  dore,  trowing  that  hir  husbonde  were  absent, 
she  come,  and  askid  the  cawse  of  his  cnokkyng.  ''AT'  quod  he, 
"I  am  Pirel,  the  knyght."  "A!  be  stille,"  quod  she,  "hast  thow 
browte  f  i  money  ? "  "  yee,"  quod  he.  "  Entir  then,"  quod  sche  ; 
openid  f  e  dor',  &  he  enterid  in  derknesse.  the  Olde  knyght  stekid 
the  dor'  aftir  him,  &  yede,  &  slow  this  knyght,  an  spoyled  bifn^ 
bothe  of  monye  &  of  clothis,  &  drowe  his  body  into  a  prevy 
caumbre.  Aftir  this,  at  fe  iij.  cockis  croweyng,  come  fe  Second 
knyght,  with  his  money ;  &  as  it  was  I-don)  wit^  f  e  first,  so  was  it 
don)  vrith  the  secounde;  &  his  body  was  drawe  into  a  chaumbr*. 
In  the  morow  come  the  tbirde,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  chaunce 
of  his  felowes ;  &  when)  he  was  comyn)  in,  hir  husbonde  smote  him 
on)  the  hede,  &  he  fel  downe  dede,  and  his  body  was  drawe  into  f  e 
same  chaumbre.  Then  spake  sche  to  hir  husbonde,  &  seide,  "  sir, 
we  have  I-do  a  perilowse  dede ;  f es  knygbtes  shul  sone  be  sought,  & 
yf  thei  be  not  I-founde,  fere  wolle  be  serphe  made  for  hem  fro  houa 
to  bous,  &  yf  they  be  f ounde  wit^  vs,  we  sbulle  have  a  foule  dethe ; 
&  f erefoi*,  sir,  it  is  goode  that  we  werke  wysely."     "  Say  thi  best 

>  leaf  165,  coL  2. 
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counsaiHy'*  quod  he.     then  saide  she,  "  ])ow  knowest  wel,  ])at  pere 

is  a  lawe  I-made,  fat  wacchemen)  shuUe  goo  aboute  in  tyme  of  ye 

nyght,  &  Tisite  ^  Eche  house ;  and  on)  of  the  wacchemen  is  my  broj^ere ; 

&  when  he  comythe  by  the  strete,  I  shal  make  him  Entre  pn'uely,  & 

telle  him  of  this  dede,  &  so  I  truste  that  he  wolle  deliuer  vs."    then) 

saide  he,  '*  this  is  a  gode  counsaille,  yf  ^oa  do  as  )»oa  saist.**     So  in 

tyme  of  the  nyght,  when  wacchemen  come  blowyng  hir  homes,  ]>is 

yonge  woman)  heiyng*  the  home  of  hir  bro^ere,  come  to  hinif  &  saide, 

"Grode  bTo]yer  and  firende,  come  to  my  hovse,  for  I  haye  fere  a 

certen)  prerite  to  shew  to  the.''    he  come  in,  &  she  saide  to  him, 

"  take  now  goode  hede,  my  swet  hvoper,  of  that  I  shalle  sey  to  the, 

&  helpe  to  socottr  me  in  tins  giet  nede,  for  fere  f el  a  cas  ]>e  last 

nyght.    A  knyght  come  to  my  hovse,  &  spake  vnEuly  wordes  to  my 

husbonde,  &  so  myn)  hnsbond  kyllid  him,  and  his  body  is  hid  in  a 

chanmbi' ;  &  yf  cure  house  were  I-eerchid,  &  fe  body  wei*  I-founde, 

we  myght  have  a  foule  dethe ;  and  ^«ref ore,  dei^  bro]>ere,  as  thow 

lovist  me  &  my  lyf,  Bemeve  him  in  to  som  o^^re  place,  ]>at  he  be  not 

I-foonde  ^ere,  &  )»oa  shalt  have  goode  mede."     "  A !  suster,"  quod 

he,  **  I  wolle  not  fayle  ^e,  in  lyf  ne  in  dethe ;  and  ]>«refore  take  me 

his  body  in  a  sakke,  &  I  shaH  cast  it  into  the  see."     She  toke  him 

)k>  the  body  of  the  firste  knyght,  &  she  wolde  be-knowe  of  no  mo. 

&  [he]  toke  [it]  than,  &  Kanne  to  the  myddis  of  the  cite,  &  fere  was 

an  arme  of  the  see,  &  pere  he  caste  it  in.     &  when  ]>is  was  done,  he 

Kan  a-yene  to  the  house  of  his  suster,  and  bad  hir  to  yeve  him  drinke, 

for  he  had  deliuered  hir  of  the  knyght,  in  grete  loye  to  hir.     she 

yede  to  draw  wyne  in  to  the  chaumbi',  wher  as  pe  oper  twoo  bodijs 

lay;  &  penne  she  cride  wit^  an)  hie  Toys,  and  saide,  "0  htoper 

myn),  helpe  me  now !     J)e  knyght,  pat  ])ou  castiste  in  to  the  water, 

is  hei*  a-yene."     he  trowid  hir  wordes,  &  entirid  wit^  hir  into  the 

chaumbre,  &  saide,  "  how  is  this )    I  caste  him  into  pe  see,  &  now 

he  is  hei*  a-yene !  take  him  me,  &  I  shaH  ordeyne  For  him  in  an 

othir  maner."    then  sche  toke  him  pe  body  of  the  secounde  knyght; 

&  he  trowid  that  it  had  be  the  first,  and  he  tide  a  grete  stone 

abovte  his  necke,  &  so  he  caste  him  into  the  water.     And  ]yoo  he 

come  a-yene  to  hir  house,  and  tolde  how  he  had  I-doone.     Sche 

'  leaf  166,  back,  col.  1. 
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lose  yp  to  feeche  drink ;  an<l  as  she  was  in  ^e  caumW,  she  cride  as 
she  did  afore,  and  saide,  ''Outl  broker,  out!  for  he  is  I-come 
ayene."  when  he  haide  that,  he  mervaylid  strongly,  Trowing  euer 
that  it  had  ben)  the  first  knyght.  ])en)  ^in  angir  he  toke  him,  & 
put  him  in  a  Sakke,  &  saide,  '*  I  caste  the  fiiste  in  the  see,  &  sithen 
I  fonde  ^e  hei'  ayene ;  aftir  that  I  put  a  gret  stone  aboute  thi  necke, 
&  yit  povL  Rise ;  I  triste  now  I  shalle  pley  sikir  -with  the."  he  yede 
yriih  the  knyght  in  to  a  foreste ;  and  yere  he  made  a  grete  fire,  and 
caste  fe  knyght  pere  in.  And  as  this  waccheman)  yede  from  him, 
he  purposid  to  sitte  down,  &  esid  him  selue.  &  fere  come  a  knyght 
Kidinge  hi  ^e  same  wey,  be-cause  that  fere  was  made  a  crye  o! 
Toinement,  for  the  whiche  crye  many  knyghte«  come  thidir  to  the 
cite,  when  this  knyght  pat  was  accolded, — &  hit  was  grete  froste,— 
&  he  saw  fe  fyre,  he  descendid  of  his  horse,  &  yede  to  )>e  fyre,  & 
warmid  him.  Ande  as  he  stode  so,  the  forsaid  waccheman)  come  to 
him,  and  askid  what  he  did  there,  &  what  he  was.  &  he  saide,  "  I 
am  a  knyght,"  "  ^fty,"  quod  he,  "  thow  art  a  devil ;  fiiste  I  caste 
]>e  in  the  see,  and  that  of  ere  tyme  I  caste  fe  on)  fe  water  in  a  sakke, 
and  the  thirde  tyme  I  caste  the  in  fe  fyi',  and  yit  I  Fynde  the  hei^ 
with  thin  horse  1 "  he  toke  the  knyght,  &  the  hors,  &  caste  hem 
bo^e  in  the  fere ;  &  yede  home,  &  tolde  his  suster,  and  she  yaf  him 
goode  salarye,  &  he  went  his  wey.  In  the  morow  fea  knyghtes  weei^ 
I-sought  fro  house  to  house,  &  non  was  I-founden,  &  fereioT  was 
made  grete  lamentacion).  Aftir  hit  happid,  fat  fiB  olde  knyght,  fat 
slowe  the  knyghtes,  fel  at  stryf  wtt^  his  wyf,  in  so  muche  fat  he 
wolde  have  smetin)  hir ;  and  when)  she  sawe  fat,  she  cride  wit^  an 
hihe  voyse,  '' A !"  quod  she, '' wolt  foM  slee  me,  as  fou  didest  the 
iij.  knyghte«1  nay,  fou  shalt  lye."  pe  peple,  fat  was  fere  present, 
marvayled  fere  of,  and  tolde  it  to  the  Emperoure;  &  bo]>  wei^ 
I-taken,  bcU.  the  knyght  &  his  wyf,  and  thei  were  compellid  to  sey 
the  sothe,  from  fe  begynnyng  to  the  endyng  afore  the  Emperoure,  & 
to  telle  how  thei  kyllid  fe  i\j.  knyghtee;  and  so  at  the  last  ])ei  had 
a  foule  de^e. 

■  leaf  165,  back,  ool  2. 
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HOBALITB. 

Deie  frendes,  piB  Emperoure  is  oure  lorde  Jheeu  Crist,  ^e  whiche 
ordeyniil  for  a  law,  fat  wacchmeii),  sci7.  -prei&tes  &  conf essouies,  owe 
to  go  aboute  ]>e  cite  of  oure  herte,  puttyng  awey  vice^,  and  plontyng 
Tertus.  ))e  olde  knyght  is  this  worlde,  the  whiche  hath  weddid  a 
wyf,  acU.  )»e  deville;  and  wel  may  the  worlde  be  I-callid  ^e  wyf 
of  ^  devil,  for  it  is  I-sette  al  in  wikednesse.  Now  ^fe  wyf,  aciL  Jis 
worlde,  singi]>e  so  swetly,  fat  ]>e  iij.  knyghteir  comithe  to  hit.  by 
^es  iij.  knyghtes  we  vndirstonde  ]>re  kyndes  of  men),  sctZ.  men  ^at 
weT»  afore  ]>e  advent  of  Criste ;  some  in  tyme  of  Crist ;  &  some  aftir 
Criste;  For  in  euerj  state  of  Jes  iy.  many  ben  deceyvid  by  fe 
worlde,  &  kyllid  by  the  devil,  and  spoylid  of  all  hir  goode«, 
epiritneLy  for  to  speken.  What  is  ]>erefore  to  be  do  in  ^ia  casi 
Certeynely,  fat  a  waccheman,  bcU.  a  prelate  or  a  confessoure,  putte 
hem  in  the  sakke  of  penaunce,  to  confession) ;  &  first  late  him  be 
caste  into  the  water  of  contricion) ;  aftir  late  be  put  aboute  his  necke 
a  grete  stone,  acU,  pe  yoke  of  penaunce,  to  confessioun);^  and  aftir 
late  him  be  caste  in  to  the  f3ri'  of  pQ  love  of  god,  acil.  that  he  love 
god  above  al  thinges,  with  al  his  herte,  &  Mrith  al  his  soule.  ]7e 
knyght,  )»at  Ridethe  to  the  tumament,  is  a  man  Eedy  to  gete  &  to 
fonge  vanytes  of  the  worlde,  &  for  to  walke  in  peryll  of  synne ;  and 
siche  a  maii)  most  discende  fro  his  hors  of  pryde,  and  not  Only  to 
stonde  be-syde  the  fyre  of  the  love  of  god,  but  to  be  cast  fere  in, 
acQ,  fat  he  sette  fully  his  hope  in  god,  and  not  be  dul  in  the  f eithe, 
ne  wauere  in  the  comavndemente^  of  god.  &  yf  he  do  thus,  he 
shalle  have  a  goode  mede,  acil.  a  good  Sentence  in  the  day  of  dome, 
when  he  shalle  here  that  shal  be  saide  to  him,  Venite^  benedicti 
Patris  rneij  peTcipite  regnum.  quod  vobis  paratum  est  ah  origine 
mundi,  This  is  to  sey,  Comythe  ye  blessid  childerin  of  my  fadre, 
takithe  the  kyngdom)'  ^t  was  ordeynid  for  yow  fro  the  begynnynge 
of  fe  worlde.     Ad  quod  &c. 

'  leaf  166,  ool.  1. 
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[  XXVI.  ] 

CESAR  THE  EMP^.flOTJRE. 

(how  a  grethound  bayed  a  child  fbox  a  bebfeht.) 

Cesar  the  Emp^ronre  was  a  wyse  mail)  Eeigninge  in  the  cete  of 
Boome ;  In  whos  Empire  was  a  knyght,  named  foUicalos,  fe  whiche 
knight  louid  ouer  al  thinges  in  the  worlde  lusting  and  tomement. 
&  this  knyght  had  a  litle  bahe  to  BOid,  and  no  mo  chiMeiin ;  &  he 
ordeynid  for  fostering  &  noreshing  of  this  ehilde  i^.  norisis,  bcU.  on) 
to  wasshe  his  clothis,  anoj^ere  to  fede  or  to  pasture  him  wt  t^  p&pp^ 
&  fe  ]>irde  to  bringe  him  od)  slepe  ^wit^  songes  &  Kockynges.  Also 
this  knyght^  lovid  passantly  pe  grehonnde,  wiih  the  faucon),  by- 
cause  ]yat  )»ei  neuer  feiylid  of  theire  pray  comunly.  Hit  happid,  ^ot 
this  knyght  made  a  tomement  to  be  prodaymid  to  don),  in  a  greene 
place  ny  to  his  castel ;  &  many  come  ther  to.  when  J^e  day  come, 
the  knyght  armid  him,  and  yede  forthe ;  ^e  lady,  &  al  his  meyne, 
and  the  norisse  yede  forthe  also,  &  lefte  pe  ehilde  in  the  cradille ; 
ye  grehounde  lay  by  a  walle,  and  ]>e  faYcon)  sat  on)  a  perche.  pere 
was  in  a  certein)  hole  of  the  same  castell  a  serpent  I-bred  &  bioute 
furthe,  &  had  be  pere  longe  tyme ;  and  when  thiB  serpent  harde  so 
grete  a  noyse  of  peple  goyng  oute  toward  the  tomement,  she  put  cute 
hir  hede  at  an  hole,  &  sawe  the  chylde  by  him  selYe.  she  come 
oute,  for  to  sle  the  ehilde;  and  when  the  faucon)  sawe  that,  she 
made  gret  noyse  w/tA  hir  winges,  and  pere  with  awoke  ^e  grehounde 
fro  slepe,  )»at  the  grehounde  myght  go  &  defende  ^e  ehilde.  Then 
the  grehounde  awakid,  by  stirynge  of  the  faucone^  wynge«,  &  shoke 
him  selYO,  &  be-helde  pe  serpent,  and  Ehan  fersly  to  \ai;  &  pe 
serpent  was  on)  the  on)  side  of  the  cradili,  &  the  grehomide  oid  the 
opere,  for  to  defende  the  ehilde  in  ^e  cradefi.  &  )»ei  foute  sore  to- 
geder,  &  ^e  serpent  boot  ^e  grehonde  greYOusly,  pat  he  bled  stroqge ; 
and  the  grehounde  Ran)  woodly  to  pe  addi',  &  slowhe  hir ;  &  so  Yrtt4 
hir  fiting  pe  cradil  ouMomid;  but  the  cradiU  had  ii^'.  feet,  that 
kepte  the  childes  fase  fro  the  grounde.  &  when  the  Grehounde  had 
I-slawe  pe  se9*pent,  he  yede  to  his  keneU,  biside  the  walle,  and  likkid 
his  wounde.     And  by  that  tjrme  the  tomement  was  cessid  &  dooii) 
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The  nonsBhis  come  home;  &  when  pei  sawe  the  ciadiH  I-tomiJ 
Tpeodoune  &  ^  floi^  blodj,  &  ]>e  grehound  blody,  also  thei  troweJ 
fat  the  grehounde  had  slayne  ^e  childe;  &  ^erefor  wtt^oute 
tare  jnge,  or  thei  wolde  goo  to  the  chylde,  thei '  seide,  "  Go  we,  fle 
awey,  or  we  be  dede  ! "  And  as  thei  yede,  fe  lady  met  wtt4  hem, 
as  she  come  fro  the  play ;  &  she  askid  of  hem  whi  thei  fledde  1  & 
fei  saide,  "  wo  is  to  yow  &  to  vs,  for  fe  grehound,  ]>at  ye  love  so 
welle,  ha^  slayne  your  sone,  &  lithe  by  the  waH  al  blody  I "  The 
lady  fel  downe  on)  a  swonne^  and  saide,  "  Alas  !  is  my  sonne  dedet" 
And  as  she  cried,  fe  knyght  come  fro  the  tomement,  and  askid  the 
cause  of  hir  cninge.  ']}enne  sche  saide,  *^  Wo  is  to  yow  &  to  me,  for 
yoni'  grehounde  hathe  slayne  youre  sone ! "  then  )»e  knight  was 
halfe  woode  for  wo  -,  he  Enterid  into  the  halle ;  and  [when]  the 
grehounde  sawe  his  lorde  come,  he  aros,  and  as  he  myght^  he  made 
loye  with  his  lorde,  as  he  was  wont  to  do.  But  the  knyght  anon)  in 
his  woodnesse,  trowing  the  wordes  of  his  wyf ,  drowe  oute  his  swerde, 
and  smote  of  his  grehoundis  hede ;  and  ]k>  he  yode  to  the  cradifi,  & 
tumid  hit  vp  wtth  his  honde,  &  saw  his  childe  Safe  &  sounde,  and 
biside  the  cradell  lay  the  sarpent  dede ;  &  by  that  he  vndirstodo, 
)Kit  the  grehounde  had  slays)  the  serpent,  for  defens  of  the  childe. 
And  then)  he  cride  wtt^  an)  hihe  voyse,  *'  Alias !  alias !  for  at  the 
wordes  of  my  wyf  I  have  slayne  my  gentil  grehounde,  ]9at  failid 
neuer  of  his  pray,  and  also  savid  the  lyf  of  my  childe ;  ^erefore  I 
wolle  take  penaunce."  he  brake  his  sper'  in  thre  partijs,  &  put  his 
wyf  in  presoi]),  and  yede  him  selfe  to  the  holy  londe ;  &  pere  he 
livid  al  his  lyf e,  &  his  son)  helde  his  eritage ;  &  so  he  made  a  fayre 
ende  vriih  the  worlde. 

XORAUTBB. 

Dere  frendes,  pis  Emperour'  is  the  fadir  of  hevin) ;  the  knight 
in  fe  Empyi^  is  eche  worldly  mas)  pai^  loyithe  tomemente«  &  lust- 
inge9,  BcU.  vanitees  of  the  worlde.  pe  childe  in  pe  cradil  is  a  childe 
wasshe  in  baptiame ;  fe  cradil  hathe  iiij.  feet,  ^at  the  visage  myght 
not  touche  the  er]>e ;  so  ]»e  contryte  hert  most  have  iiij.  fete,  that  is 
to  sey,  iiij.  cardinales  vartutes,  pat  hit  tovche  not  erthely  thinges, 

>  the,  MS.         *  leaf  166,  back,  col.  1.        *  \>fii  the  worlde  {'at,  MS. 
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ne  do  no  thing  but  that  shulde  be  plesynge  to  god.  l>e  Fiiste  norise, 
that  is  sette '  to  wasshe  ^e  childe,  is  contricion),  the  whiche  wasshitha 
awey  synne  of  man);  &  pereioi^  seithe  Amhioee,  Lacrime  laoant 
delictum  Quod  pudor  est  ConJUeri,  IT  This  is  to  eey,  teris  waashitho 
synne  that  is  shame  to  be  shewid.'  the  seconnde  noryae  is  confea- 
sioun),  the  whiche  fedithe  a  man  in  goode  werkes ;  for  as  the  body 
liuithe  be  kyndly  mete.  Eight  so  dothe  the  sovle  by  gostly  mete. 
pe  ])iide  norise,  fai  Rockithe  the  childe  to  slepe,  is  verey  satisfaccioiid 
for  synnis,  *^e  whiche  makithe  a  man)  to  Beste  in  eu^lasting  loye. 
The  knyght  yede  to  the  tomement^  scH.  as  ofle  as  a  man  gope  to  the 
lolytees  of  worldlye  specnlacions,  &  hathe  deleetacion)  in  hem,  in  fat 
pat  he  is  I-ocupied  aboute  ]>e  worlde,  &  in  vnlefuH  desiiis.  Now  fe 
childe,  BcU.  pQ  sonle,  is  lefte  by  hit  selfe  wttAoute  helpe ;  for  as  ^e 
A-postel  sei]>e,  Non  potestu  deo  aeruire  j*  mammonef  ]>is  is  to  seyne, 
ye  mow  not  bothe  serve  god  and  the  devil,  or  to  the  worlde  or  to 
the  fleshe.  pe  serpente  in  the  hole  is  ]>e  devil,  ^e  whiche  euer  more 
go]>e  abovte  to  seche  whom  he  maye  devonre,  sct7.  to  sle  a  soule  by 
dedely  synne.  ]}e  Fancon)  seynge  this,  makethe  a  flakeiyng  with  his 
wynges, — ^what  is  that  1  this  faucon)  is  ^i  consiens,  that  hathe  twoo 
wynges,  to  stire  pe  grehonnde  of  Eeste ;  oo  wynge  is  hope  to  have 
en^lasting  loye^  pat  othir  ^wynge  is^  drede  of  eu^lastinge  payne ;  & 
^en)  ]>e  faucon),  Btdl.  consciens,  makithe  soun,^  as  ofte  as  he  grucchithe 
ayens  dedely  synne ;  &  peretore  pe  apostle  seithe,  Omae  quod  fit 
contra  eonscienciam,  Edificat  ad  Jehennam,  IF  vt  supra.  And  when 
the  grehounde,  set/.  Eeson),  is  styrid  fro  slepe  of  synne  )»en)  he  fitithe 
inth  pe  serpent^  in  that  pat  it  stirithe  a  man  to  goode.  The  serpent, 
BciL  pe  devil,  woundi)»e  the  grehounde,  scU,  Hesoun),  as  ofte  as  he 
bryngithe  a  man)  to  live  wilfully,  &  not  by  Resoun) ;  &  so  is  ^  blode 
sperkelid  aboute  the  cradil,  when  pat  pe  vertus,  pe  whiche  thow  toke 
in  baptisms,  be  depressid  &  destroyed  by  the  deviH ;  &  so  ^e  cradil 
of  thin  herte  is  tomid  vpsodowne,  sci7.  to  the  erth&  KeuerJ^es  for 
^e  foure  fete,  soil,  pe  iiij.  cardinal  vertues,  whiche  a  man  Recevithe  of 
god,  a  soule  dieth^  not,  Bcil.  is  not  dampnid,  as  longe  as  she  dwellithe 
in  the  body ;  &  ^erefore  seithe  oure  saveoure,  IF  Noli  mortem  Peccato  i&, 

■  to  sette,  MS.  *  sheyid^,  MS.  '  leaf  166,  back,  col.  2. 

*-*  wynges,  MS.  '  ooun,  MS.  *  diel^eth,  MS. 
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9et  vt  magia  eonvertcUur  et^  viuai,  This  ia  to  seye,  I  wol  not  the  dethe 

of  a  syuner,  but  that  he  be  conuertid,  &  live.     The  norisshes  see^  & 

ftee^  aeiZ.  oontricioo),  confession),  &  satisfaccion),  acU.  when  a  man) 

Utbe  in  synne,  andl  wol  not  be  conudrtid  to  god.     pe  grehonnde 

Blee^  Yq  serpent  as  ofte  as  Resonne  ouercomithe  the  devil,  &  con- 

vertitbe  a  man  to  god.     The  lady  cryde,  &  fel  to  groonde,  ^t  is 

wben  a  wrecchid  soule  tomi^e  'to  £r)»ely  thinge^,  &  delicate^  of  ye 

worlde;   &  ]»en)  it  criethe  so  hie,  pat  the  knyght,  ecil,  fe  man, 

diawi|>e'  oute  fe  swerde  of  a  frowaide  wille,  as  ofte  as  he  folowithe 

deUciousnes  of  the  fleshe ;  and  then  he  sleeve  Iteson),  pat  sauid  fe 

soole  ayenste  fe  serpent,  scU.  fe  deviL     And  J^^refore,  man),  yf  thow 

hast  don)  by  instigacion)  of  ^  fleshe,  do  as  did  the  knyght ;  tume  yp 

fe  cradil  of  thin  herte  by  meritoiy  werkes,  &  ])en)  ^ow  shalt  fynde 

Jd  soule  saf^  &  breke  ^i  spei^.  aeiL  )»i  lyf,  in  iij.  partiis,  bcU.  in 

prayng,  fastinge,  and  almes ;  &  ^en)  go  to  the  hooly  londe,  aeU.  yat 

ia  to  sey,  ^e  kyngdom)  of  bevyn),  && 

[  XXVII.  ] 

LAMPADIUS  A  WISE  ESLFEROUR 

(of  a  knight  who  saved  his  life  bt  stating  thbeb 
incontbovertiblb  faots.    habl,  ms,  7883.) 

Lampadius  Eeigned  a  wyse  Emperonre  in  ]>e  cite  of  Rome,  and 
amonge  al  o^ere  thinge«  he  was  mersyfulle ;  and  for  grete  m^rcy  he 
ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  ]»at  yf  ther  wei'  eny  trespassoure  ytake,  & 
browte  afore  the  luge,  )»at  couthe  seye  i\j.  trewe  talis,  so  trew  that 
no  man  myg^t  ayene-seye  hem,  he  shulde  be  I-savid,  &  have  his 

■  vt,  MS.  '  leaf  167,  ool.  1.  *  dravithe,  MS. 
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Lampadius  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Home,  that  was  right  mercif  uH ; 
wherfore  of*  grete  mercy  he  ordeyned  a  lawe,  that  who  that  were 
a  man-sleer,  a  Ravenour^  an  evett  doer,  or  a  theef*,  and  were  take, 
and  brought  before  the  domesman,  yf  be  myght  sey  iij.  trouthes,  so 
tnily  that  no  man  myght  agHyh)-8ey  hem,  he  shuld  have  his  lyf*, 
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eritage.  so  }ere  was  a  knyght,  named  plebeas ;  &  this  knight  en- 
habitid  in  a  woode,  &  pere  he  Eobbid  or  slowhe  al  meid  that 
trayajled  by  ])at  way.  And  when  the  Justice  or  the  Inge  hard  of 
him,  he  sente  wacchemen)  &  spyeris  to  fecche  him ;  &  anoon)  he  was 
I-take,  &  browte  afore  fe  luge.  &  ^enne  saide  pe  luge  to  him^ 
"  dero  frend,  ou^ere  thow  most  sey  iy.  trewe  poynte^^  fai  shul  be 
mrepugnable,  opere  elles  ))ou  shalt  be  dede."  )>en)  pe  knyght 
aynswerde,  "Sir,"  he  saide,  ''late  silens  be  made,  that  meii)  may 
hez'  what  I  shalle  seye ;  &,  sir,  I  shalle  fulfille  the  lawe.''  "  Sin/' 
quod  he^  **  this  is  my  firste  sothe  worde,  that  ye  know  wel  echone, 
fat  I  have  ben)  al  my  lyf  a  thef  and  a  traytour.*'  **  is  that  so^t" 
seide  the  luge  to  o^ere  men ;  '' may  ye  argu  ayenst  him? "  " Nay, 
sir,"  quod  they,  **  for  yf  he  had  be  noo  trespassoure,  he  hadde  not 
be  I-browte  hei^;  certeyne  he  myght  not  seye  a  trewer  worde  than 
this  was."  ])enne  saide  )»e  luge,  ''what  is  thi  secounde  point t'' 
"  Sir,"  quod  he,  "  it  is  this,  fat  it  is  displesing  to  me  that  I  come 
here."  ^''Sothely,"  seide  al  men,  "  Jat  trowe  we  weL"  "Sey  fe 
ihirde  pointy"  seide  the  Iuge» "  &  then  ^u  haste  f  ulfillid  the  lawe,  & 

*  leaf  167,  col.  2. 

[Second  Vernon.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

witb  afi  his  heritage.  IF  There  iille  a  chaunce  aftir,  that  a  knyght 
whoa  name  was  Plebeus,  wente^  to  the  wode,  and  ati*  that  come  by 
the  wode,  he  slough,  or  spoiled  hem  of  aii  that  thei  hadden).  IT  Whan 
the  lustice  herd  this,  he  sente  spies  for  to  take  hym  ;  and  whan  he 
was  take,  he  was  brought  before  the  lustice.  than  the  lustioe 
said  to  hym,  "  Frende,  thou  knowest  the  law ;  sey  i\j.  trouthes,  or 
els  wtt^ut  doute  thou  shalt  be  hanged  or  I  ete."  IF  The  knyght  salt), 
"  scilence,  and  I  shatt  fulfille  the  law."  whan  scilence  was  made, 
the  knyght  said,  "Frendes,  the  first  trouthe  is  this,  that  I  shi^ 
shew  to  you  alle,  that  att  the  tyme  of  my  lyf*  I  have  ben  a  theef,  a 
manqueller,  and  a  Ravenour."  Whan  the  domesman  had  herde  this, 
he  said  to  hem  that  stoden  aboute,  "  is  it  sothe  that  he  saith  ? "  thei 
said,  "yee,  but  yf  he  had  ben)  an  eveli:  doer,  he  shuld  haue  not 
ben  brought  hedir,  and  therfore  it  is  sothe  that  he  said."  IT  Than  the 
domesman  asked,  "  Which  is  the  second  trouthe  1 "  he  said,  heiyng 
aH,  "  it  displeaseth  me  mekeli,  that  ever  I  come  hedir."  the  domes- 
man  said,  "forsothe  we  beleve  the  wele;  teUe  vs  now  the  third 
trouth,  and  thou  hast  fulfilled  the  law."    IF  he  said,  "  the  trouthe  is 

*  that  went,  MS.  *  all^  alk,  MS. 
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sayii)  thi  lyfl"  "Foreofe,"  qucxJ  he,  "yf  euer  I  may  passe  from) 
yow,  I  shalle  neu^  come  hei'  ayene,  withe  goddis  wllle."  J^enne 
seide  ^  Inge,  ''  sothely,  ^ou  hast  saide  wel,  and  wel  I-savid  thi  lyf ; 
goo  perefor,  &  he  a  goode  man,  &  tiespasse  no  moi',  wtt^  thi 
^wiUe,  ayene  the  Emperour/'  ))e  knyght  yede  his  wey,  and  made  a 
faireEnde. 

XOBAUTEB. 

Deie  frendes,  this  EmpeA>f^r  is  onre  lorde  Ihera  crist,  the 
whiche  hathe  ordeynid  for  lawe,  ^at  enerye  synn^  or  Tiaytouie,  ])at 
is  I-take  thoiow  )»e  grace  of  god,  and  hrowte  afore  a  Inge,  bcH,  a 
discret  confessoure,  sey  iij.  sothefastnes,  so  trewe,  )»at  no  devil  con 
aey^  ayene  hem  in  ^  day  of  dome ;  ^en)  wtt^  oute  dowte  he  shalle 
have  eu^lastynge  lyf,  wttA  the  eritage  off  henin).  The  furste  trew 
vorde  is,  &  shalle  he  this,  "  I  am  a  thef ,  s<»7.  lappid  -wiih  swiche 
synne,  and  swiche  a  oiyme,  and  I  am)  a  grete  synner."  The 
Becounde  is, ''  that  it  is  displesing  to  me  ^at  I  have  grevid  god  so 
muche,  for  the  whiche  I  am  stressid  to  come  he^ere."  And  the 
thirde  ia^  "  ^ot  if  I  may  passe  hens,  by  the  wey  of  satislaccioh),  I 

'  conflejrye,  MS. 

[Second  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

^this  I  shaH  shewe  to  you ;  And  I  myght  ones  scape,  I  shuld  neu^ 
come  to  this  place  agayne  with  my  good  wille."  llie  domysman), 
when)  he  herde  this,  seide,  'Hhoa  haste  wisely  fulfilled  the  lawe, 
and  haste  sauyd  thy  lyfe.  Go  now  therefore,  and  from  hensforwarde 
be  a  good  man,  and  wil  no  more  offende  agaynes  god  ne  the  Emper- 
our."  then  ]>e  knyght  wente,  and  Endid  his  Hfe  in  pease.  Bednccio. 
Frendes,  this  Emp«rour  is  oure  lorde  Jhesn  Criste,  that  ordeyned 
this  lawe,  that  Eu^ry  brekere  of  goddis  grace,  that  is,  a  83mn^  that 
dothe  dedly  synne,  shuld  be  brought  before  the  domysman),  that  is 
to  say,  a  discrete  confessour,  and  telle  to  hym  the  trouthe,  so  trewe, 
that  Uie  sayeng*  atte  day  of  dome  mow  not  be  agayne-seide ;  and 
than,  with  oute  doute  he  shsdi  haue  Eu^rlastyng*  lyfe,  with  all  the 
heritage  of  the  kyngdome  of  hevyn).  The  firste  trouthe  is,  I  am)  a 
thefe,  that  is,  I  am)  suche  a  synner,  and  wrappid  and  knytte  in 
suche  synnes ;  tellyng*  hem  oute  to  his  gostly  fadir.  The  seconde 
trouthe  is,  it  displeasith  me  the  waye  of  contn'cion),  that  I  haue  so 
mekille  offendid  god,  for  the  which  I  owe  to  come  hiddere.  The 
thrid  is,  that  if  I  myght  ones  scape,  be  the  waye  of  satisfaccion),  I 

>  leaf  55. 
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shulde  not  then  neuer  tome  ajene  to  synne."  And  yf  ye  do  so, 
wtt/i  outen  dowte  ye  sLulle  have  euerlastynge  lyf .    Ad  qnam  noB  &c 

[Second  Version.     Addit,  MS.  9066.] 

shati  neuer  tome  agayne  to  S3mne.  And  if  he  do  jyis,  with  OQtyD) 
doute  he  ahaM.  haue  Euerlastyng*  life,  to  the  which  bryng*  yb  that 
niercyf uH  lorde  Ihem  Criste !  Amen  &c. 


[  xxvm.  ] 

EVFFEMIANIT^  A  WYSE  EMPJE?i20  C/B. 

(THB   8TORT   OF  QUIDO.) 

EvfemiantM  was  a  wise  Emperotir  Reignynge  in  the  citee  of  Eome ; 
the  whiche  Emperour  ordeynid  a  lawe,  pat  who  so  ener  come  to  his 
yate,  and  gaf  iij.  strokes  at  the  yate,  and  the  porter  openid  the  yate, 
he  shulde  come  in  to  the  Emperour,  &  have  eny  service  )>at  he  wolde 
aske.  So  perQ  was  in  that  tyme  a  poi'  man)  in  the  citee,  calliJ 
Gwido,  ^and  he  thought  in  him  selfe  ]yus,  in  a  tyttie,  "  I  am  poi',  and 
])eref ore  it  is  better  ]>at  I  go  to  ]ye  Emperoure,  &  serve  him,  ^anne  for 
to  dwelle  hei'  euer  in  poverte  &  sorow.*'  he  come  to  the  yate,  and 
as  lawe  was,  he  yafe  iij.  strokes  on)  the  yate.  pe  porter  openid,  & 
askid,  whie  he  cnokked  1  ''  For  I  canne  serve  my  lorde,"  quod  he. , 
"p&ai  I  shall  brynge  the  afore  him,"  seide  the  porter,  when  he 
was  afore  ]>e  Emperoure,  ]ye  Emperoure  seide  to  him,  "  dere  frende, 
what  maner  of  service  canst  thow  do?"  "Sir,"  quod  he,  "I  can 
serve  yowe  with  ^e  beste  in  al  maner  of  service ;  and,  sir,  the  fiist 
that  I  can  do  is,  I  can  slepe  when  ofere  men)  wakithe,  &  I  cane  wake 
when)  o^ere  men)  slepe  j  ^e  secounde  is,  that  I  can  taste  .good  diinke; 
^e  third  ^  is,  that  I  can  bed  men  to  mete ;  ^e  f  ourthe  is,  that  I  canne 
make  a  fire  wttAoute  smoke ;  the  v.  is,  I  can  teche  men  to  the  holy 
lond,  so  that  thei  sh\il  go  saf,  &  come  saf."  ")>es  be]»e,"  quo^ 
the  Empe^'oui^i  "goode  &  fail'  poyntea,  &  nedeful  to  me;  thow 
shalt  abide  here;  I  shalle  make  fe  stiwarde  of  my  house."  & 
then  he  enclinid  his  hede,  &  thonkid  him.  And  when  Guide  was 
sett  in  office,  in  the  bote  somer,  when)  alle  men)  lust  Eeste,  he  labourid 

I  leaf  167,  back,  opl.  1.  I  thir,  MS. 
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swyf tly  abovte,  &  pur7eide  to  the  Emperovr  al  man^r  of  nedef afi 
neceesargs,  )»t  be  spente  in  wjnter;  &  when  opere  meii)  laboorid 
in  winter,  ^n  he  Beate,  for  he  ha^  labouii J  afore ;  and  thus  he  ful- 
fillicl  his  service  fyrst  rehersid,  scU,  fat  he  couche  wake  when  of  ere 
slepte,  Ss  slepe  when  o^ere  men  wake($.  And  when  the  Emperotir 
harde  this,  that  he  had  folfillid  so  welle  &  so  wjselj  [the  first  ser- 
vice], he  callid  to  him  his  boteler,  &  seide  to  him,  "dere  frende, 
gvido  ^e  stiward  saide  to  me,  that  he  cowthe  wel  taste  gode  drynke ; 
lat  see;  take  yynegi',  &  wyn),  &  must,  &  put  hem  to-gedar  in  a 
cuppe,  &  fenDB  we  shulle  hei*  what  he  shalle  seye,  when  he  hatha 
I-tastid  it."  ]}e  boteler  did  as  the  Empenmr  comaundid;  and 
when  Guydo  tasted  ^e  drynke,  he  saide,  '^  hit  was  gode,  it  is  gode, 
&  it  shal  be  gode,"  ociL  vyneger  was  gode,  &  that  is  for  fe  preterit 
tyme ;  wys)  is  gode,  &  fat  is  for  the  presente  tyme ;  and  muste  shalle 
be  gode,  &  that  is  for  the  future  tyme.  and  wheu)  the  Emperour 
hard  this,  he  commendid  fe  stiwarde  ouer  alle  his  sarvaunte^.  then 
aone  aftirwarde  [was]  the  day  of  the  nativite  of  the  Emparot^r ;  &  he 
depid  Gwido  to  him,  &  seyde,  *'  dere  frende,  ^we  ^knowest  wel  fat 
yi  thirde  service  is  for  to  bid  mexD  to  mete ;  and  fere  for  go,  and  byd 
al  my  frendes  in  the  Empyre,  that  thei  Ete  w«t7t  me  in  the  day  of  my 
byr^."  Gwido  went  ouer'  al  fe  Empii',  &  he  bad  noon)  of  his 
frendes,  but  al  fe  Enmjes  of  the  Empire,  so  fat  in  the  tyme  of  fe 
feste,  the  halle  was  fillid  with  the  Emperours  Enmjes.  wheu)  the 
Emperoiir  sawe  this  sight,  he  was  hilie  mevid  in  his  spirite,  and 
callid  gwido,  &  saide,  "dei*  frend,  thow  toldeste  me  that  thow 
coydest  bid  men  to  mete,  and  hei'  thow  hast  I-bede  al  myu)  enmyes, 
aryenste  my  precepte  &  wyl ;  what  canst  fan.  seye  to  this  ?  *'  "  Sb," 
quod  he,  ''ye  chargid  me  that  I  shulde  bidde  al  your  frendes  to 
your  feste,  but  I  have  not  I-do  so,  and  why )  for  al-wey  when  your 
frendes  come  to  yow,  they  wei'  worshipfully  Beseyvid,  but  so  wei'  not 
yowi*  enmyes ;  and  ther  fore  I  have  bode  hem  to  feste,  that  they  may, 
by  the  gbode  feste  &  your  good  chei',  bicome  youi'  frendea."  And  so 
it  was  or  tyme  fat  fe  feste  was  doxD,  alle  echoxD  wei'  made  his 
frendes.  J^nne  fe  Emperour  seide,  ''do  now  thi  iiij.  service." 
"yis,  sir,"  saide  he.     he  gaderid  a  grete  multitude  of  woode  and 

*  leaf  167»  back,  col.  2.  *  fer,  MS. 
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stike^,  that  vreie  I-dried  in  8om^  by  fyi*  &  by  aonne;  &  by  vertu 
of  hir  drineese  he  made  a  gret  fire,  wtU^oate  smoke,  &  ^  00  deie, 
^at  the  "Emperour  and  1^  his  ftendes  wei'  wanniJ  &  commfortid. 
Then  ^  saide  the  Emperotir  to  him,  "  do  now  thi  v.  service,  BciL  teche 
men  how  they  shul  go  to  the  holy  lond ;  for  fere  comithe  mony  to 
me,  and  wolde  leme  to  go  thedir.**  Then)  seide  he,  '^  sir,  lat  hem 
folow  me  to  ^e  banke  of  the  see."  &  knytM  &  Squieris  folowed  him 
to  the  see.  And  when  he  was  yere^  he  lokyd  abovte  in  the  see,  & 
saide  to  the  peple,  '*  Sirs,  se  ye  not  ^at  [I]  see  V  '^  what  is  thatf** 
qfiod  they.  "  lo  I ''  he  seide,  "  Rochis  in  ])e  see ;  for  in  a  Boche  ib  a 
bryde,  ^e  whiche  is  in  a  neste,  and  she  hathe  vij,  briddis ;  &as  longe 
as  fax  bridde  dwellithe  in  hir  nest,  al  the  see  is  in  tranqnilitee,  ^ 
who  80  euer  go^  pere  by  to  the  holy  londe,  he  shalle  in  pes  go  ft 
come ;  but  wheid  fe  brid  flee^  oute  a-wey,  then  al  )>e  see  is  I-tronbelid, 
&  wtt/i  oute  dowte,  yf  any  man)  goo'  J^enne,  he  shalle  be  dreynte  j  & 
))erefore  lokithe  welle,  fat  ])e  brid  be  in  hir  neste,  when  ye  shul  go" 
**  how  shulle  we  know,"  quod  ^y,  '^  when)  fe  biydde  is  in  hir  neste, 
and  when  she  is  outel^  He  aunswerd,  and  saide,  ^t  she  leyithe 
nener  hir  nest,  but  for  this  cause.  **pere  is,"  he  seide,  "hhtoferB 
birde,  hir  enmye;  &  pai  birde  stodiethe  &  laborithe  with  al  hir 
myght  for  to  infecte  hir  nest,  or  hir  eyren),  to  distroye  hir  &  hiis ; 
&  when  she  perseyvithe  hir,  she  flee]>e,  &  fen  is  al  the  see  I-trowbeli()/' 
J^enne  saide  they,  '*  how  shulle  we  defende  &  lete  that  brid,  fai  is 
enmye  to  hir,  that  she  come  not  to  the  neste  1"  then  seyde  he, 
*'  ))ere  is  no  thinge  vndir  hevin  fat  foi  brid  hatithe  so  muche  as 
43he  dothe  the  blode  of  a  lambe.  For  yf  it  wee*  in  the  nest^  or  a-boute 
it,  she  dorste  not  come  fere  to."  ))enne  ^i  dide  as  Gwido  seide 
to  hem) ;  &  thei  passid  to  the  holy  londe,  &  tumid  a-yene  ynihouU 
hurting  or  disese.  when  fe  Empenmr  harde  telle  howe  wyslye  he 
had  fiilfillid  his  services,  he  avaoncyd  him  to  hye  dygnitee^  and  to 
grete  worshipe. 

MOBALITEE. 

DEre  FrendiB ;  this  Emperour  is  the  Fadir  of  hevin ;  the  whiche 
made  a  law,  that  eche  man)  ]»at  yaf  iij.  strokes  at  the  yato  of  ^ 
palys,  or  of  holy  chirche,  ))en)  the  portar,  Bcil.  fe  prest,  sholde 
'  !«,  MS.  *  fHsae,  M&  *  leaf  168,  ooL  U 


XXVilL  OUIDO,  THB  WIBB  8TIWABD.     MOBAUTB.     EARL,  7838.     107 

opyii).  the  i\j.  strokev  bethe  piajeiey^  almis,  and  fiutyng ;  for  vri\h  outen) 
dowte,  who  so  en^  dothe  thes  iij.  he  shalle  entir  the  yate.  An  J  ^erefor 
towching  prayei'  hit  is  I-wretyn)  thus.  Petite^  et  aeeipiatis,  vt  mipra, 
and  towching  fastinge  lerom)  seithe  thus,  Tune  Est  preclara  apud 
detan  abeHnencia^  cum.  oittmus  leiunat  a  culpa,  ))is  is  to  sey,  hit  is 
feyi'  ahstinaunce  and  fastyuge  to  the  sight  of  god,  when  a  man) 
abateynithe  fto  synne ;  also  it  is  I-eeide,  ioeL  ij.  Conueritmini  ad 
vMy  &C.  be  ye  conuertid  to  me.  And  towchyng  ahnes  hit  is 
I-eeyde,  Daie  dinumnam,  ^  omma  munda  sunt  vohis,  yevithe  almes, 
am)  al  that  is  dene  shalle  be  yevid  to  yowe.  Gwido  knokkithe,  for 
that  he  wolde  mynysti^  to  pe  Emperour — how  so  1  Eche  pore  man, 
that  oomithe  nakyd  out  of  the  wombe  of  his  modir,  comithe  and 
knokithe  at  the  yate  of  baptisme,  &  askithe  baptime,  in  the  whiche 
echon)  of  vs  be-hotithe  to  do  v.  maner  of  services  to  god.  the  firste 
is  to  wake  iiv  goode  werkes,  when  of  ere  men)  slepithe  in  synne,  & 
for  to  slepe,  when)  ojyere  men)  wakithe,  ^as  dothe  theyis  &  mychers ; 
&  80  ye  may  in  the  som^,  eeil.  in  ))is  worlds,  purvey  for  nedis  of 
ye  soule  ayenste  wynt^,  acil,  ))e  day  of  dome,  pe  secounde  service 
is  to  taste  gode  drinke.  ]>e  drynk  is  noute  eUes  but  passion)  & 
penaunce ;  &  ))6re  of  seithe  oure  sauioure  ))us,  Potestis  bibere  ^  cati" 
eem.  quern  Ego  bibiturxiB*  sum,  *'  May  ye,"  seithe  *  Criste,  "  drynke* 
of  the  same  cuppe  that  I  shalle  drynke  of,  ncU,  suffi'  the  passion) 
^at  I  shalle  suffre.  And  ]>erefor  seide  Gwido,  It  was  good,  Bcil,  pen- 
aunce in  this  worlde  was  gode  to  seintis,  that  bethe  now  glorious  in 
bevin;  It  is  good,  sctZ.  it  is  gode  that  we  do  penaunce  in  this 
worlde  for  our  synnes ;  hit  shaUe  be  gode, — ^how  so  1  when)  a  man 
shaUe  be  glorified  in  body  &  in  soule,  in  the  day  of  dome.  The 
thirde  is  to  bidde  men  to  mete,  as  Gwido  bad  alle  enmyes ;  af t^ 
the  worde  of  oure  saveoure,  IF  Non  vent  vocare  iustoa^  aed  peccatores 
ad  penitenciam,  ))iB  is  to  sey,  I  come  not  to  calle  Eightwysmen,  but  I 
eome  to  clepe  Synful  men  to  penaunce ;  and  ))eref ore  eche  of  vs  is 
bounden)  for  to  shew  and  teche  pe  wey  of  helthe  to  synful  men). 
The  ii\j.  seruice  is  to  make  fyre  with  oute  smoke,  that  fire  is  not 
elW  but  that  faa  love  god  &  fy  ueyboui',  scih  god  aboue  al  ilnnges^ 

'  but  pnere,  MS.         '  leaf  168,  ool.  2.         *  postestis  libere,  MS. 
«  Ubitonu^  Ma  *  sesithe,  MS.  *  dranke,  MS. 
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xriih  al  ))i  Bovle,  anJ  with  al  thi  mjnde,  and  J^i  neybonre  as  tbi 
selye,  with  outen)  smoke  of  envy  or  wrejje.  The  v.  is  to  teche  meii) 
to  the  kolye  londe,  seU,  fou  muste  teche  or  take  the  wey  to  herene 
by  the  see  of  this  worlde,  for  as  the  see  Ebbithe  &  Flowithe^  so^  ^ 
worlde  is  now  Eiohe,  now  pore,  now  hole,  now  soke.  Bochis  in  the 
see  is  ^e  body  of  man) ;  fo  nest  in  the  Roc&  is  the  herte  in  the  bodye ; 
the  biydde  in  the  nest  is  the  holy  goste,  that  dwellithe  in  the  body 
of  man ;  the  v^.  chekenis  ben  ^e  yij.  werk^f  of  mercy.  And  dowtles 
as  long  as  this  brid,  bcU.  the  holy  gost,  dwellithe  in  the  nest  of  ye 
herte,  as  longe  may  the  man)  passe  BestfuUy  by  this  worlde  toward 
heyene ;  but  yf  the  holy  gooste  passe  oute,  &  fle  awey  fro  synne, 
]»en)  is  alle^  the  see,  sce'Z.  al  the  woilde,  is  trovbelid,  &  whif  for  al 
that  is  in  ^  worlde  opere  it  is  pride  ^  of  lyf,  wrong  covetise  of  yen) 
or  wrong  ^covetise  of  Fleshe.  the  brid  that  is  enemy  is  fe  deyil,  the 
whiche  euery  day  &  in  eche  hour'  is  besy  to  enfecte  the  nest  of  the 
holy  goste  wtt^  dedly  synne ;  &  whenne  hit  is  so^  the  holy  gost 
levithe  the,  &  then  hit  sfaatt  be  to  the  a  parlewse  case.  And  ther- 
for  do  as  Guido  did,  sp^rde  the  blod  of  a  lombe  in  thi  nest,  aciL 
have  mynde  of  the  passion)  of  Crist,  that  he  saiferit  for  the ;  &  y^ 
thow  do  so,  the  holy  goste  wolle  holde  his  nest,  that  thow  shalte 
wel  go  to  the  holy  londe,  scU.  pe  kyngdom)  of  herene.  Ad  quod 
nos  &C. 

[  XXIX.  ] 

MAEDONITTS  pAT  WAS  A  WISE  EMFEEOUR 

(thb  attributes  of  qod.) 

Mardonins  was  a  wyse  Emparour  Beguinge  in  the  citee  of  Borne, 
yn  the  londe  of  whom)  ther  was  a  philesophei*,  to  whom)  weer* 
I-putte  iij.  sonys  of  a  grete  kynge,  to  be  enformid  and  tawte 
wel  &  wyselye,  the  philesophir  gouernid  hem,  &  tawte  hem.  Aftir- 
ward  hir  fadir  wolde  knowo  by  hem,  whom  they  shulde  mox'  ghuUiche 
worshipe  for  hir  god,  vrhepere  Inbiter  or  mercury  1  then  the  firete 
Sonne  aunswerde,  &  seide,  that  lubitar  was  a  mytier  &  a  8tieng<^ 
god  J)an  mercurye.  And  then  saide  the  fadir,  "power*  or  mygb* 
makithe  not  oo  god  better  than  anofere,  for  power*  but  yf  it  be  fch« 

'  or,  MS.        '  al,  MS.        '  previd<9,  MS.        *  leaf  168,  baok.  ool  1. 
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better  Yid&,  it  may  be  cause  of  wickidnes."  Then  be  askid  of  the 
S3couiide  acne,  whom  he  wold  worshipe  for  his  god  1  And  he  saide 
"lonem."  "whil"  quod  the  fadir.  "for  louero,"  seithe  he, 
''hatha  suche  wisdom)."  J)enne  seide  the  fadir,  '^sone,^  wisdom 
makithe  not  oo  god  bett^  than  BJiopere,  &  wh je  1  for  hit  be  cause 
of  wickidnes  &  of  pryde."  And  then  he  askid  the  third  sone, 
whom  he  wolde  worschipe  for  his  godel  And  then  he  saide, 
"nwrcuiy."  "whil"  "for  he  is  benyngne  &  mcrcyfuL"  "Sone," 
quod  he,  ''pitee  makithe  not  oo  god  better  than  ano))ere,  for  it  is 
not  noyng  to  no  man).  And  ^^refore,  dei'  sonnes,  yf  fere  be  swiche 
Old  that  is  bo))e  myti,  wyse,  &  gracious,  he  may  wel  be  I-clepid  god 
of  goddis.**  And  ferefoie  thei  made  hem  a  ymage,  ^e  whiche  ))ei 
worshipid,  as  for  hir  god;  &  fei  write  in  on  arm,  Voco,  I  calle; 
and  in  his  brest,  Esepeeio,  I  abyde;  and  in  the  secounde  'anno, 
BemittOy  I  foigeve.  &  ))6refore  by  goode  argument,  sithe  that  Cnste 
is  bo^  stronge,  &  wyse,  and  pacient,  vs  must  worshipe  him  as'  for 
oure  god,  afore  al  goddes,  &  only  love  him,  gui  est  henedietus  &c. 

[  XXX.  ] 
PWAS  AN  EMP^^OTTRK 

(the  man  and  the  HONET  in  the  tree.  HASL,  MS.   7383.) 

Pwas  [was]  an  Emperoure  Beignyng  in  the  citee  of  Eome,  & 
a-mong  al  o^ere  thingea  he  lovid  wel  huntinge.  And.as  he  Bode 
in  a  certen)  tyme  by  a  forest,  he  saw  a  man)  Eynne  afore  him, 
wttA  al  the  myght  of  his  bodye,  &  an  ynycome  Eynnynge  aftir  hin^ 
wher  thorowe  the  man  was  gretly  a^dredde,  that  for  fei'  he  f elle  in  to  a 

aom,  MS.  '  leaf  168,  back,  ool.  2. 

[Second  Version.    Addit  M8.  9066,  leaf  62.] 

[LV.  ] 

It  happenyd  onys,  that  the  ynicome  folowed  a  man,  that  fledde 
iaste ;  and  f ownde  a  tree,  in  the  which  were  many  f eyre  appils ; 
and  yndir  the  tre  was  a  depe  dyke,  fuH  of  serpentes,  todes,  and 
othere  Crepynge  bestes ;  and  the  rote  of  the  tree  gnawed  \j.  wormy s, 
on  white,  anothere  black,     on  this  tree  the  man)  wente,  and  fedde 
hym)  with  the  appils,  and  had  grete  delite  in  the  braunches  and 
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gret  diche.  neu^  fe  lea  he  toke  holde  by  a  tiee,  by  the  whiche  he 
wan)  oute ;  &  then  he  lokid  downe,  &  he  saw  at  the  fote  of  the  tree 
an  hidowse  pitte,  and  an)  orible  dragon)  fere  in,  myning  at  the  tree, 
and  abyding  with  an  opin  movthe  when  he  ahuld  falle ;  &  beside 
this  dragon)  were  twoo  bested,  ye  ton)  was  white,  the  to^^re  was  blak ; 
&  Jyey  gnowe  at  the  Bote  of  the  tree  with  alle  theire  myght,  to 
throwe  hit  downe,  in  so  muche  that  the  wrecchid  man)  felte  it  wagge; 
&  abowte  the  sydes  of  ^e  diche  wei^  ii\j.  froggee  sterting,  the  whiche 
wim  hir  Tenemovse  brethe  envenemyd  al  the  diche.  He  cast  vp  his 
yen),  and  he  saw  a  passage  of  hony  f aUyng  fro  braunche  to  brannche ; 
&  he  sette  his  herte  so  moche  to  this  swete  syght  of  hony,  fat  he 
forgate  that  ofere  p^elL  So  fere  happid  a  frend  of  his  go  by  the 
wey,  &  for  he  sawe  him  in  so  gret  p^riUe,  he  fet  to  him  a  laddir, 
that  he  myght  come  downe  Safliche ;  but  he  yaf  him  so  muche  to 
this  swettnes,  that  he  wolde  not  thens,  but  yete  hony,  and  made 
him  murye,  &  for-gate  ^e  pmllis.  And  with  in  short  tyme  he  felle 
downe  in  to  the  mow))e  of  the  dragon) ;  and  the  dragon)  yede  downe 
in  to  the  pitte,  &  devourid  him. 


D 


MOBilLITKB. 

Ere  frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  to  vndirstond  Crist  Ihora,  fe 
whiche  ou^  al  ofer  lovithe  ^huntyng  of  soulis;  &  in  his  hunting 

>  leaf  169,  col.  1. 
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leuys ;  but  he  toke  no  hede  of  the  ij.  wormys  gnawyng*  the  rote  of 
the  tree,  that  atte  laste  it  f eUe,  and  wrechid  man)  felle  into  the  pitted 
Be  the  ynicome  is  vndirstonde  dethe,  that  no  man)  may  with  stonde ; 
and  by  the  tree  is  yndirstondyn)  the  worlde,  whose  appils  are 
delictable  and  dyuerse,  the  which  be^  richesse,  metes  and  drynkes, 
and  fayre  women,  the  braunchys  and  levys  are  fayre  wordys  and 
veyne  pride,  the  ij.  wormys  are  day  and  nyght*,  that  all:  thing*  in 
processe  of  tyme  consumes),  and  bryngen)  to  nought*.  But  wolde 
god,  that  wrechid  man),  that  sitteth  ypon)  this  tree,  and  bathe 
delite  in  thes  apptls,  braunchys,  and  levys,  sau^red  and  yndir- 
stode,  and  ordeyned  for  his  laste  Ende !  wherfore  Salamon) 
seithe,  sone,  haue  in  mynde  the'  laste  Ende,  and  thou  shalte  neuere 
synue,  &c, 

*  by,  Ma  '  on  tho,  Ma 
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h6  b&-holdit&  a  man,  scil.  pnuitees  of  the  heite.  I)e  man  that  flethe 
is  a  synn^ ;  the  vn jcorue  is  the  dede,  whiche  that  eu^  f olowithe  the 
man,  for  to  kylle  him,  as  it  is  I-seyde,  2^  'Bjegum.  Onmea  morimurf 
Alle  we  dye.  this  diche^  is  the  worlde ;  the  tree  in  the  diche  is 
the  lyfe'  of  man  in  the  worlde,  the  whiche  lyf  bethe  ^e  ij.  trees  blak 
&  white,  scU.  ij.  tymes  nyght  &  day  HoggyJ  downe  &  consomyd  the 
tree.  )7e  place  wher  comithe  oute  ii^.  hogges  is  the  body  of  man, 
froo  the  whiche  comithe^  ii\j.  qualites  of  humours,  by  the  whiche 
iiij.  sett  to-geddT  inordinately,  ^e  ymage  [of]  ye  body  is  dissolnid.  the 
diagon)  is  the  devil ;  the  pitte  is  helle ;  fe  swetnesse  is  delectacioid 
in  synne,  by  the  wiche  a  man  is  I-blent,  that  he  may  not  be-holde 
hye  pmlis;  the  frend  that  Eechithe  the  laddir  is  Criste,  or  a 
prechoure,  that  prechithe  in  the  name  of  Criste  j  the  laddei'  is  pen- 
aunce.  And  when  a  man  delayithe  for  to  take  that  laddei',  For 
delectacion)  ^t  [he]  bathe  in  the  worlde  ofte  tyme,  he  Fallithe 
sodenlye  in  to  the  morthe  of  ))e  deville,  bcQ,  that  is  to  sey,  in  to  his 
powei'  in  h^  wher  the  devil  devourithe  him ;  of  whiche  devovnnge 
is  none  hope  ne  truste  to  passe,  [as]  hit  is  I-seyde  in  the  salme,^  Spea 
impiorum  peiihitf  ^is  is  to  seye,  the  hope  or  the  truste  of  wickiJ 
men  diaH  perisshe.     Ideo  studeamtfs  &c. 

[  XXXL  ] 

GARDINTJS  THE  EMPJSJiiOTTRE. 

(of  the  enchanted  garden.     jrXSL.  MS.  7383.) 

Ardinus  was  a  wyse  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Borne,  and  had 
grete  possession) ;  and  he  had  a  faire  gloriovs  dowter,  named 
Enlopia ;  he  had  also  a  faire  gardin),  that  he  lovid  muche.  And 

>  8^  MS.  *  dethe,  Ma  '  lyst,  MS.  *  oomyng,  MS. 

*  sample,  MS. 

[Second  Version.    Addit  M8.  9066,  lea/5lf  hack.] 

[  XXXVII.  ] 

Sardonius  reigned  ^in  the  Citee  jof  Rome,^  that  had  a'  doughtir, 
that  hight  Eulopia,  that  was  right  faire,  and  gracious  to  mannes 
sight ;  also  he  had  a  faire  yerde,  that  he  mekeH  loved,   wherforo 

»  On.  •  0. 
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many  come  to  wowe  this  Faire  damiseUe,  to  have  hir  to  wyf,  but  as 
mony  as  come  for  that  mater,  the!  shulde  go  into  that  gardin,  or  that 
thei  shulde  speke  ony  worde  of  that  mat^ ;  but  as  mony  as  enterid 
in^  they  come  neu^  oute  ageyne,  ne  non)  of  hir  frendes  myght  know 
where  they  bicome.  Among  al  o))ir  ])er  was  a  knyght  of  grete  name 
dwellynge  in  fer  contrees,  &  his  name  was  tirius ;  &  he  ^thought  to 
him  selfe,  "how  may  this  be,  that  manye  gothe  to  the  Emperour, 
for  to  have  his  dowt^,  &  entrithe  in  to  his  gardine,  but  ther  is  non) 
that  comithe  oute  ayenel  wit^ute  dowte  I  shalle  goo  thedir,  & 
know  this  meireilous  cas."  he  yede  to  the  palys,  &  then  he  was 
worshipefully  Eeceyuid;  anJ  aftir  mete,  the  knyght  spake  to  the 
Emperour,  an  J  saide,  ^'sir,  my  lorde,  many^  men  speke  of  the  faire- 
nesse  of  ))y  dowter,  that  fere  nys  non)  in  al  the  erthe  that  berithe 
Swiche  a  name,  anJ  ferior,  sir,  I  am  come  to  yow;  yf  it  wei* 
likynge  to  yowe,  I  wolde  have  hir  to  wy£"  then)  saide  the  Em- 
peroftr,  "  ye  knowe  the  la  we  &  costom)  of  Jyis  palis.  I  have  hei'  a 
faire  gardine,  and  who  so  Euer  shalle  speke  of  that  mater,  he  most 

'  leaf  169,  col.  2.  *  maj,  MS. 

[Second  Version.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

many  noble  men  come  forto  have  his  doughtir  to  wyf,  for  her  fair- 
nesse  and  gentilenesse  j  and  aH  that  come,  must  go  into  the^  yerde, 
before  he  shuld  wedde  the  doughtir.  IF  But  aH  that  went  into  the 
yerde,  come  never  out,  ne  no  man  wist  where  thei  become.  IF  There 
was  that  tyme  a  famous  knyght  of  ferre  countre,  that  hight  Tirius, 
that  thought  with  in  hym  ^self*,  "  how  may  this  be,  that  so  many 
^bexD  that'  gone  to  the  Emp^ours  paleys,  for  to  haue  his  doughtir, 
and  aH  that  gone  into  the  yerde  ^  are  never  seen  after !  with  oute 
doute  I  shaH  go  to  the  paleys,"  The  knyght  said,  "[and^]  I  sh^ 
assaye  that  mervaile."  IT  The  knyght  went  to  the  paleys,  and  was 
worshipfully  resceived ;  and  whan  mete^  was  done,  he  said  to  the 
Emperour,  "  My  reu^ent  lord,  many  men  speken)  mekeH^  of*  the 
fairenesse  of  your  doughtir,  and  of  her  goodnesse,  and  that  she  is  so 
semly,  for  there  is  none  like  her  in  erthe ;  and  therfore  I  am  come  to 
you,  and®  yf  it  liked  to*  youre  reuerent  dignyte,  forto  have  her  to 
wyf*."  IT  The  Emperour  said,  "  Frende,  *is  it  knowen)^®  to  you  the 
law  of  the  paleys )    I  haue  a  faire  gardeyn),  and  he  that  wills  haue 

'  that  '  leaf  62.  '  Om,  *  gardene. 

'  Supplied  from  C.  which  omits  I  shalltf.  '  the  mete.  ^  Om. 

f  that.  '  Om,  "^  it  is  ought  know. 
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fiiste  go  in  to  Jyat  gardine.''  ''  Sere,"  quod  the  knyght,  **  this  likit!l 
me  wel ;  neuer  the  les  I  wolde  first  aske  of  yow  a  bone,  sciL  that  I 
mjght  have  a  sjght  of  your  dowter,  and  speke  with  hir  a  fewe 
woides."  "  I  graunte,"  quod  the  Emperoui*.  so  the  knyght  enterid 
into  the  Chaumbre  of  the  damiselle,  and  salude  hir  reuerently ;  and 
when  he  had  sen  the  grete  fairhede  of  hir,  he  marvaylid,  &  saide, 
**  J>aa  gentH  damiseH,  helpe  me  nowe  at  this  tyme,  for  I  am  come 
from  fer  contree  for  thi  love,  but  mony  have  come  a-fore  me  to 
haye  the  to  wyf,  and  aftir  that  thei  enterid  the  gardin,  ^y  wei^ 
neuer  sene  after  that  thei  enterid ;  and  ther  fore  I  beseche  yowe  of 
counseili  &  of  helpe  in  this  cas,  that  I  may  safly  Entir  in  to  the 
gardin),  &  passe  oute  ayene,  vrith  outen  pariH  or  harme."  ))en)  seide 
she  to  him,  ^'  sir,  fow  art  come  hvedir  for  me*  I  am  she  that  is  Redy 
to  be  couplid^  ^ith  eny  man),  that  my  fadir  woUe  yeve  me  to ;  neuer 
the  les  ]k)u  aakist  heei'  of  me  an  hard  thing,  seiL  for  to  passe  the 
gardyn)  iriih  oute  penH,  and  ^arefore  I  shall  yeve  ])e  counseiH. 

'  compUide,  MS. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

my  doughtir,  he^  must  go  first  into  my  gardeyn),  or  that^  he  wedde 
her."  The  knyght  said,  '^this  liketh  me  wele;  but,  lord,  first  I 
wold'  aske  you^  a  peticion),  that  I  myght  ones  se  the  maiden),  and 
speke  with  her  a  few  wordes."  IT  The  Emperour  said,  "  I  graunt  you 
youi^  peticion)."  The  knyght  went  into  the  Chambre,  to  the  maiden) ; 
and  whan  he  saw  her,  he  Vas  armarvailed^  of  her  fairenesse ;  and 
eurtesly  he  saluted  her,  and  said,  IF  "  O  1  goode  maiden),  help  me 
now  at  this  tyme,  for  your  reuerence ;  for  I  am  come  fro  ferre 
countrees.  but  many  before  me  haue  come,  for  to  haue  you  to 
wyf,  %  But  first,  aftir  the  statute  of  the  paleys,  thei  wenten)  into  the 
gardeyn),  and  never  aftir  were  thei  seen.  Therfore,  yf  it  liked  you, 
I  aske  of  you  counsaile  and  help  in  this  partie,  that  I  may  gone^  into 
the  gardeyn)  suerly,  and  with  outen  harme,  and  come  ouf  IF  The 
maiden)  said,  *'  my  ^  dere  &end,  ye  are  welcome  to  me,  and  redy  I 
am  in  att  thyng  to  ^obeye  to^  my  Fadirs  wille,  for  to  yeve  me  to 
whom  he  wille.  and  ye  aske  me  an  harde  thyng,  to  delyuere  you 
horn?  perile  of  the  gardeyn),  and  for  to  ascape^^  it,  that  I  may  not 
do ;  But  I  shali  yeve  you  an  holsome  counsaile.  %  here  nere  hand  is 
a  forest,  in  the  whiche  dwelleth  a  faire  lady,  the  whiche  is  called 

*  Om,        •  (^m.        •  wole.        *  of  you.        •  merveylyd.        •  go,  paaim. 
'  0»/».  ■  be  at  •  fro  the.  '*»  wape. 

QESTA.  8 
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heei'  be-sydes  is  a  foreste,  in  the  -whiche  is  a  passing  feiie  ladye^  the 
vhiche  is  callid  the  lady  off  solace ;  And  ^^refor  go  to  ))is  ladye,  & 
she  shaH  yeve  the  goode  Hemedie  in  this  cas.  the  knight  went  to 
the  foreste^  &  cride,  &  seide,  *'wher  is  the  lady  of  solace?"  &  he 
lokid  afer,  &  pere  he  sawe  a  fail'  place ;  and  thidir  he  went,  &  set 
him  downe  in  the  myddis  ^ereof.  And  as  he  was  ther  sitting,  ther 
come  two  f aire  lad\js ;  &  on)  had  a  bason  in  hii  honde^  and  ^e  io^ere 
a  ^towaile;  and  saide  to  him,  ''gode  sir,  the  ladye  of  solace  sent 
vs  to  yoWy  yat  ye  first  wasshe  youre  fete,  and  then  go  wtt^  vs  to 
hii'  palys."  that  knight  wisshe  his  fete  in  the  basyn,  and  aftir 
wipte  hem  wtt^  the  towayle,  and  yede  wtt^  the  damiselle^  to  the  palys 
of  the  lady.  And  when  he  was  pere,  he  hadde  grete  marrayle  in 
the  werke  of  ^e  palyse,  for  he  sawe  newer  place  a-f ore  so  sotil  ne  so 
coiiouse.  And  when  he  sawe  the  ladye,  he  wonderid  hilye  of  hir 
faimesse,  in  so  muohe  that  his  hert  Kanne  into  hir  love.  And 
then  when)  he  had  saide  his  eronde,  that  he  come  for,  she  answerd 

'  leaf  169,  back,  ool.  1. 
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the  lady  of  solace,  in  'as  moche  aa^  she  granntet&  and  yevetb  to 
every  man  that  is  desolate  an  holsome  counsaile  in  his  nede,  and 
solace.  Go  therfore  to  this  forest,  and  of  the  lady  of  solace  aske 
remedie  of  your  peticion),  and  ye  shuJA  fynde  comfort."  The  knyght 
herd  this,  and  went  into  the  Forest,  Criyng  'and  saying,'  '*  where  is 
the  lady  of  solace  1"  he  loked  aferre,'  and  saw  a  faire  place  and 
a  lykyng ;  and  went  thedir,  and  sette  ^hym  downe  in  the  myddes. 
and  while  he  satte  so,  came  in  ij.  faire  maidens,  of  the  whiche  one 
had  a  faire  bas3ni),  with  watir,  the^  other  maiden)  had  a  towayle; 
and  said  to  the  knyght,  IF ''  O  !  goode  sir,  the  lady  of  solace,  lady  of 
this  forest,  sent  vs  to  you,  that  ye  shuld  first  wassh  your  fete,  and 
than  shuli  ye  gone  withe  vs  to  the  paleys  of  the  lady  of  solace." 
the  knyght  wasshed  his  fete  in  the  basyn),  and  wyped  hem  witK. 
the  towsole,  and  went  wtt^  the  maidens  to  the  paleys ;  and  whan  he 
entred,^  he  m^ryailed  gretly^  of  the  werk*  of  the  place,  that  is^  so 
noble  and  soteH,  for  he  had  never  seen  none  so  precious,  and 
whan  he  saw  the  lady,  he  mervailed  of  her  fairenesse ;  wheifore  he 
was  ravisshed  in  her  love,  and  said  his  erand.  IF  Than  the  lady  said 
to  hym,  "  Frend,  I  am  called  the  lady  of  solace,  in  that  I  soconre 

'  also  mych  that        *  Om.        *  Om.        *  leaf  52,  back.        *  that. 
'  had  entred.  ^  Om,  *  it  was. 
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ayene,  &  saide,  ^'Dei'  frende,  I  am  oalliJ  the  lady  of  solace, 
because^  that  I  belpe  &  socot^r  manye  in  liir  nede ;  and,  sir,  thov 
arte  welooni)  to  me,  andl  I  shalle  fulElle  thin  askynge.  take  of  me 
hei'  a  clewe  of  threde,  &  what  tyme  that  thowe  shalt  entre  the 
gardyn)  of  the  Emperot^r,  bynde  at  the  entering  in  of  the  gardin)  the 
begynnynge  of  the  clewe,  &  holde  euermoi'  the  Eemnavnt  of  the 
clewe  in  thin  honde,  &  so  go  forthe  into  the  gardyn)  by  lyne ;  For 
yf  tbow  lese  the  Bemnaunt,  ))[o]n  shalt  neo^r  fynde  oute-goynge  how 
thow  shalt  come  oute  ayene.  Also  yere  is  a  passynge  woode  lyoone, 
^  whiche  bathe  slayne  aUe  )»t  bavithe*  I-come  afore  ))e,  and  ))6refor 
ibowe  moste  be  y-armed,  and  thin  armure  must  be  anoyntid  w»t^ 
goode  onymenteff ;  and  then  ]K)we  moste  nedis  fight  wtt^  ])e  lionne, 
aftir  tyme  \a%  ^oa  be  enteiid  in  to  the  gardin ;  &  what  tyme  ^at 
)Kni  sbalt  be  ny  depressid,  &  ooercome  by  him,  asundi'  the  &o  him ; 
For  when  the  lion)  shalle  see  the»  he  sbal  come,  and  in  his  mouthe 
take  tbi  arme,  orthi  legge ;  and  then  yf  thin  armnre  be  wel  anoyntid, 
then  the  Oynemente^  sbal  lose  his  tethe,  In  so  muche  that  he  shalle 
not  mow  fight  ayenste  the  leng^r ;  and  then  drawe  out  tbi  swerde,' 

*  b  cause,  MS. 

[Second  Vernon.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

aH  that  be  desolate,  in-  her^  nede ;  and  therfore  thou  art  welcome, 
and  I  shatt  fidl-fille  tbi  peticioii).  ^  Have  here  of  me  a  clew  of 
threde ;  and  whan  thou  entrest  the  gardeyn)  of  the  Emp^rour, 
bynde  atte^  entre  of  the  dore^  the  begynnyng  of  the  clew,  and 
alway  bold  the  clew  in  tbi  hand,  and  so  shalt  thou  go  by  the  threde 
into  the  gardeyn),  as  by  a  lyne.  and  in  what  boure  thou  lesest  the 
threde  of  the  clew,  thou  shalt  not  fynde  the  goyng  out  of  the 
gardeyn),  but  by  a  felle  lyoo)  thou  shalt  lose  tbi  lyf ;  and  so  did  M 
before  the.  IF  But  thou  must  arme  the,  and  Hhi  armour^  must  be 
anoynted  wit£  an  oynement  most  able  for  this  skille,  for  nedes 
tboa  must  fight  witil  the  lyoii),  after  thou  art  entred  into  the 
gardeyn).  and  whan  thou  art  gretly  oppressed^  in  the  bataile,  go 
fro  bym ;  and  whan  the  lyoii)  se^  that,  witifi  his  tethe  he  shidi  take 
tbyn)  arme,^  or  thi  fote;  and  yf  thjii^  armour  be  wele  anoynted 
*wit^  the  oynement,  it  shatt  confounde  his  tethe,  in  so  mek^  that 
be  sbafi  not^  fight  ayenst  the  no^  more.    IF  ^Than  draw^®  thi  swerd 

^  ther.  '  at  the.  '  dore  with  in.  *  tbyn  annes. 

*  by  the  lyone  oppreasyd.         '  sethe.        ^  annoar,  MS.        '  not  mow  to. 

•  Om.  '®  But  drawe  out. 
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&  sle  hiiiL  And  euer  bolde  the  clew  of  thi  thiede  in  thin  honde, 
for  aftir  that  ))0u  hast  slaTiie  fe  lioune,  ^er  shul  come  iij.  men),  tLe 
whiche  men  shul  brynge  the  onte  of  fe  wey,  yf  that  thei  mowe. 
And  therfore  take  goode  hede,  &  be  welle  wax'  of  hem,  and  yi  thow 
be  in  grete  drede,  calle  to  me,  &  I  shatii  socoure  ^e^  but  yf  the  moi' 
defavte  ^  be  in  thi  selfe."  when  the  knyght^  harde  this,  he  was 
iocaunt  &  murye ;  he  yede  to  the  Emperour,  &  seide  he  wolde  do 
the  lawe  of  the  palys.  '*  Wei  mot  it  be  vfiih  )>e ! "  qnod  fe  Em- 
-perour.  the  knyght  armid  him,  and  a-noyntid  his  aimui';  and 
when)  he  was  at  that  gate  of  the  gardyne,  he  toke  onte  the  clewe  of 
threde,  &  bond  it  strongly'  to  the  doi' ;  cmd  so  he  yede  forthe,  as  by 
lyne.  when  the  lion)  had  sight  o^  hem,  he  Han)  to  him  wiUi  a 
cruell  enforsynge,  but  the  knyght  with  al  his  myght  stode  ayenste 
him,  &  foYght ;  and  when)  he  was  wery  of  fitinge,  &  bigan  for  to 
tome  fro  the  liounewarde,  anoxD  the  lion)  come,  and  toke  his  anne 
in  his  tethe,  wher  thorowe  his  tethe  were  lost,  in  so  muehe  ))at  he 
*  leaf  169,  back,  col.  2.  *  knyth,  MS.  '  Btongly,  MS. 
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and  slee  the  lyon).  in  aH  this  way^  hold  wele*  the  dew  of  threde 
wit£l  the  ;  and  after  the  dethe  of  the  lyoxD,  thou  shalt  fynde  iij.  men, 
that  shaH  lede  the  out  of  the  way,'  yf  thei  mow;  and  therfore 
beware  diligently  of  theire^  sleightes.  and  yf  thou  be  in  grete  nede, 
crie  to  me,  and  I  shaH  socoure  the,  but  yf  there  be  any^  more 
defaute  in ^  thi  side."  ^  whan  the  knyght  herd^  this,  he  was  right 
glad,  and  went  to  the  Emperour,  and  profered  hym  self*  to  go  into  the 
gardeyn).  the  Emperour  said,  '*  that  liketh^  me  wele."  The  knyght 
armed  hym,  and  anoynted  his  armour*  *wit&  the  oynement;^^^^ 
and  whan  he  come  at  the  entre  of  the  gardeyn),  he  toke  out^  the 
clewe  of  thred  out  of  his  purse,  and  bounde  it  fast  into^'  the  dore 
and  went  forthe,  as  by  a^^  lyne,  in  to  the  gardeyxi).  and  whan  the 
lyon)  saw  hym,  wit£  aii  his  myght  he  come  to  tiie  knyght ;  and  in 
as^  mekett  as  he^^  myght,  he  with-stode  hym ;  And  whan  he  was 
wery  of  fightyng,  he  wttAdrew  hym  a  liteti  fro  the  lyon).  and 
anon)  the  lyon  toke  hym  by  the  arme,  wherfore  his  tethe  of  the 

*  alway.        •  Om,        •  right  way.         *  her.        *  Om,        •  on. 

^  had  herd.        '  lykes.         '  leaf  53.         *^  anoyntment. 

"  The  whole  of  the  poitage  between  the  asterisks  (see  p.  115)  hoe  heen 
written  inadvertently  twice  over  in  the  MS,  with  several  variatinns,  which 
in  some  instances,  agree  with  the  readings  in  the  Cambridge  MS. 

"  Om.  »  at.  "  Om,  »»  also.  ***  thei,  Ma 
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xnyght  not  helpe  him  selfe.  when  the  knjght  perceyyid  this,  he 
drow  cute  his  swerde,  Ss  smot  at  ^e  lioune  with  al  his  myght ;  &  pe 
more  that  the  lioune  sette  his  tethe  or  his  clawis  in  fe  knjght,  the 
moi'  he  loste  him  selfe ;  and  so  at  the  laste  the  knjght  smot  of  *his 
hede,  and  yede  forthe ;  &  he  loyeJ  so  moche  of  *^  the  dethe  of  ))is 
lioune,  that  he  loste  the  clewe  of  threde.  And  as  he  wolde  have 
goh)  oute  of  the  gardyn),  to  wed  the  doutar  of  the  Emperoure,  he 
sawe  vij.  trees  ful  of  levis,  &  faire  in  syght  And^  ther  he  tar^d, 
and  ete  of  the  frewte,  and  gadeiid  so  muche,  fat  he  myght  not  bei' 
hit  awey;  and  then  i\j.  men)  come,  and  browte  him  owte  of  the  hye 
weye,  and  there  he  fel  downe  in  to  a  depe  diche,  and  ther  he  was 
nye  dreynte,  for  gret  weyte  of  his  burdon).  And  then)  the  knyght^ 
seynge  that  he  was  nye  dede,  he  cride  with  an  hihe  voyse,  "  0  ! 
lady  of  solace,  I  be-seche  ^e  of  socoui',  in  my  grete  nede  that  I  am 
nowe  in  1 "  And  anon)  the  lady  come  ny,  &  saide,  *'  A 1  wrecche, 
ne  seide  I  not  to  the,  that  yf  thow  lostist  thi  dew,  ^ou  shuldest  not 
fynde  out-goyng  ayene  ?  loo  I   I  shall  helpe  the  oute  of  this  diche ; 

^  Words  between  asterisks  repeated  in  MS,  '  A,  MS. 
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oynement  were  so  glewed,  in  so  mekeH  that  he  myght  not  helpe 
hym  self*,  f  Whan  the  knyght  perseived  this,  he  drew  his  swerd, 
and  with  aH  his  myght  he  went  to  the  lyon) ;  and  the  more  the  lyoii) 
with  his  tethe  and  with  his  clawes  touched  the  ^  armoui^,  the  le.sse 
he  myght  help  hym  self*,  for  the  oynement.  the  knyght  perseived 
this,  and  smote  of  the  lyons  hede,  and  went  away  fro  hym ;  and 
was  so  glad  of  the  victorie  of  the  lyon),  that  he  lost  the  clewe  of 
threde,  and  wold  have  gone  out  of  the  gardeyn),  for  to  *have 
wedded^  the  Emperours  doughtir.  IF  And  as  he  went  he  saw  vij. 
trees,  full  of  faire  leves,  that  were  delectable^  to  the^  sight ;  and  he 
gadred  so  many  braunches  of  ^  frute  of  the  trees,  that  he  myght  not 
here  henu  Than  come  iij.  men  to  hym,  and*  ledde  hym  out  of  the 
right  way ;  and  in  the  goyng  out  of  the  gardeyn),  he  fille  in  a  depe 
pitte,  and  was  nye  drowned,  for  gretnesse  of  his  burthyn),^  and  so® 
he  shuld  haue  perisshed;  and  cried  with  an  hie  voice,  and  seid, 
IT  "  Alias  I*  lady  of  solace,  help  me  now  in  this  grete  nede  ! "  anon) 
the  lady  was  with^®  hym,  and  seid,  "  O  1  thou  wrecche,  *I  said^^  to 
the,  that  yf  thou  lost  the  clewe  of  threde,  thou  sholdest  never  fynde 

'  his.        *  wedde.        '  delitable.         *  Om,        *  of  the.        *  that. 
'  burdone.  ■  aaw,       •  A 1  *®  at.  "  sayde  I  not. 
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&  go  then,  and  seche  in  the  gaidyn)  for  J»e  dewe,  til  fou.  haye 
foondyn  it  ayene."  &  so  she  vaneshid  aweye.  Then  when  the 
knight  was  thus  delinmd  out  of  the  diche,  lie  yede  abowte  in  the 
gaidin,  and  soute  the  dewe,  &  fonde  it ;  and  than)  he  was  I-lad  by 
the  thxede  to  ^e  dore  ^of  ))e  gaidine  ayene,  and  yede  to  the  £m- 
perotir,  when)  the  Emperouie  sawe  him^  he  yaf  to  him  his  dowt^r 
to  wyfe^  be-cause  that  he  had  so  wysely  ascapid  the  peril  of  the 
gardin) ;  and  the  knyght  lad  hir  home  to  his  owne  centre,  &  endid 
faire  his  lyf. 

MORALITEB. 

DEre  sirs,  this  "Emperour  is  Crist ;  ye  fail'  douter  ys  the  Enerlast- 
ing  lyf  in  loye,  fe  whiche  many  desirithe,  but  few  laborithe  in 
Effecte  to  have  it ;  and  ther-for  seithe  oure  saveour,  in  the  gos- 
pett,  Multi  sunt  vocati,  pauci  vero  elecH,  This  is  to  sey,  many  bethe 
I-clupid,  but  fewe  I-chose.  But  yf  ony  wolle  have  this  lyfe,  be  most 
fuTste  Entre  the  gardyn)  of  this  worlde,  and  fight  fere  ayenste  fe 
lion),  scil.  the  deuel,  and  ouercome  him.  Many  enterithe,  bciL  as 
mony  as  bethe  borne,  but  fewe  f yndithe  oute-goyng  ayene, — &  why  I 

*  leaf  170,  ool  1. 
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the  goyng  out  of  the  gardeyn)?  ^Lo  1  yit  I  shaH  left  the  out  of  the 
pitte  ;  and  go  seke  the^  gardeyn),  tiUe  thou  haue  founde  the  threde, 
and  than  anon)  thou  shalt  fynde  the  goyng  out."  Whan  this  was 
said,  the  lady  was  out  of  his  sight.  IF  'Die  kayght,  whan  he  saw  that 
he  was  delyu^red  out  of  the  pitte,  he  went  about  the  gardeyn),  'and 
sought,^  and  founde  the  Clewe  of  threde,  and  went  by  the  threde  tille 
he  come  at  the  dore  of  the  gardeyn),  [where  he  bond  the  threde ;  and 
went  out  of  the  gardene,^]  and  went  to  the  Emparour.  IF  And  whan 
the  Emperour  sawe  this,*  he  yaf*  his  doughtir  to  hym  to  wyf,  by 
cause  he  had  wisely  escaped^  the  travaile.  The  knyght  than  lad 
his  wyf  to  his  owne  countre,  and  ended  his  lyf  in  pease. 

[Declaraoio.]  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  our  lord  Jhesu.  cristw 
The  faire  doughtir  is  the  blissed  lyf,  that  is,  everlastyng  loye,  that 
many  desiren).  IF  But  he  that  wille  haue  this  doughty,  first  he  must 
entre  into  the  gardeyn)  of  this  world,  and  fight  agayn)  the  lyon), 
that  is,  the  deveti,  and  ouer-come  hym ;  but  many  entren),  for  afi 

*  leaf  53,  back.        '  in  the.         *  to  seke.         *  Supplied  from  C. 

*  liyni.  •  scaped. 


XXZI.  THBENOHAKTEDOABDBN.  HOBALITB.  HARL.7SSS,&ADDIT.9W9.  IID 

for  they  be))e  slayne  in  hit  by  dedely  syime.  and  ^^refor,  yf  thow 
wolte  be  sekir,  do  as  did  the  knyght ;  entre  into  the  forest^  aeH,  ynto 
the  holy  chiiche,  and  cry  pere  to  the  lady  of  solace,  bcH,  the 
gloriona  yiigine  marye,  fe  moder  of  god,  the  whiche  that  is  com- 
foTte  of  al  that  bethe*  desolate,  in  her  nede,  that  wol  conoerte  to 
hir.  The  two  damiseH,  that  comythe  with  basyng  &  towayle,  ben 
the  twoo  yertaes  of  the  glorious  yiigine,  sdl.  lownesse  &  charite,  at 
the  connseifi  of  whome  thow  most  wasshe  ^i  fete,  sdl.  to  putte 
flesliely  affeccions  in  the  bason)  of  holy  doctrine,  and  to  make  pe 
clone  wit^  the  towayle  of  absolucion) ;  &  so  ))ow  shalt  fynde  the 
lady  of  solace,  by  whom)  thow  shalt  fynde  the  Bemedye.  The  clewe 
of  thred  is  the  lawe  of  god,  by  the  whiche  a  threde  gotho  oute, 
8et7.  ))e  yij.  sacramente^  of  holy  chircb;  and  J^erefore  when  thow 
shalt  come  firste  in  to  the  gardyng*  of  this  worlde,  bynde^  fe  ))red  in 
baptyme,  when)  thow  forsakist  the  deyil,  &  al  his  bostys,  Ss  pompis, 
&  byndithe  the  to  god ;  &  so  ))ou  most  goo  f  orthe  in  to  the  worlde, 
acH.  by  lyne.  for  fro  baptim  ))on  most  passe  for))e  by  confirmacion), 
and  so  f orthe  by  o))ere  sacramente^,  &  with  oute  ^dowte,  yf  fou  lese 
'  bethe  not,  MS.  *  kynde,  MS.  '  leaf  170,  col.  2. 
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that  are  born)  entren)  into  the  gardeyn)  of  this  world,  but  fewe 
fynde  the  comyng  out,  by  cause  thei  are  first  slayn)  by  dedely 
synne.  IT  And  yf  thou  wilte  be  siker,  do  as  the  knyght  did,  that  come 
ho  ferre  countrees ;  Go  into  the  forest,  that  is,  holy  chirche,  and  crie 
fbr  the  lady  of  solace,  that  is,  the  blissed  yirgyn)  marie,  that  is 
conforture  of  alle  desolate,  in  eyery  nede ;  IF  For  he  that  tumeth  hym 
to  her  with  a  pure  hert,  she  is  redy  for  to  help  hym.  IF  The  two 
maidens,  with  the  basyn)  and  the  towaile,  are  mekenesse  and 
charitee,  that  are  ij.  maidens  of  the  glorious  yirgyn),  by  whos 
counsaile  thou  shalt  wassh  thi  fete,  that  is,  to  put  away  flesshly 
affeccions  in  the  basyn)  of  holy  doctryne,  and  make  the  white  and 
clone  with  the  towaile,  that  is,  with  the  benefice  of  absolucioxi) ;  and 
so  shalt  thou  fynde  the  lady  of  solace,  by  the  whiche  thou  shalt 
fynde  remedie.  IF  The  clewe  of  threde  is  the  lawe  of  god,  of  the 
whiche  goth  out  the  threde,  that  ben  the  yij.  sacramentes  of  holy 
chirche.  Therfore  [whan  first]  thou  entrest  into  the  gardeyn)  of  this 
world,  bynd  fast  the  threde  in  the  baptyme,  whan  thou  forsakest 
the  deyeU  and  aH  his  pride,  and  bynd  the  alone  to  god,  to  be  his 
seryaunte ;  and  so  thou  must  go  into  the  world,  first  by  baptyme, 
the  second  by  confirmacion),  the  third  by  confession),  and  so  of  the 
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this  course,  scil.  goyng  by  lyne  of  sacramente^,  oeiteinly  fow  shalt 
not  f  jnde  no  goode  passage  oute,  Qma  mors  peccatoruxxi  pesntna,  ^is 
is  to  sey,  \>ere  is  no  thinge  worse  ])ah)  the  dethe  of  synn^res.  Also 
fovL  most  be  armed  ayenste  the  lioune,  sctZ.  )»e  deyil ;  the  armoi^  ^at 
thow  shuldest  haye  ben  the  yij.  werkis  of  mercy;  the  Ojmement, 
that  shendithe  the  tethe  of  ^  lioune,  is  almis-dede,  for  as  the  Profet 
seithe,  Sicut  aqua  Extinguit  ignemy  ita  Elemosina  ExtingvU  j)eeca- 
ium,  ^la  is  to  sey,  As  water  quenchithe  fyr,  so  almisdede  qnenchithe 
synne ;  the  whiche  abne&dede  is  most  confusion)  to  the  devil  And 
])erefore,  yf  ]>au  arme  fe  )»us,  ]>ow  sbalt  smyte  of  the  hede  of  the 
devil,  BciL  ]?ow  shalt  put  a-wey  his  powei*.  Aitir  this  ^  knyght 
sawe  v\j.  trees.  bciL  ]>e  vij.  dedly  synbes,  of  the  whiche  a  wreccbid 
roaD)  takithe  ofte  tyme  so  muche,  that  he  may  not  Rise,  ne  bei'  it  out 
to  Recey  ve  ])e  grace  of  go() ;  but  then  comitbe  i\j.  men),  that  bethe 
kepers  of  this  gardin),  aciL  )»e  Fleshe,  the  worlde,  &  the  devil ;  and 
they  encomberithe  a  man),  thorow  diuersite  of  synnys,  euer  til  tyme 
that  the  soule  passe  fro  the  body,  and  then  he  is  a-dreynte  in  the 
pitte  of  belle  by  gretnesse  &  wyte  of  synnys.     And  ther-fore,  yf 
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other  sacramentes.  and  with  out  doute  and  thou  lose  this,  thou 
sbalt  be  in  grete  pcrile,  and  no  good  goyng  ^out  thou  shalt  fynde; 
for  dethe  of  synners  is  worst.  IF  Also  the  behoueth  to  be  armed 
agayn)  the  lyon)  with  the  armour  of  cristen  man,  That  is,  the  vij. 
werkes  of  mercy.  IF  The  oynement,  fat  confoundeth  the  tethe  of  the 
lyon),  is  almesdede ;  For  as  the  prophete  seith,  as  watir  sleketh  fire, 
80  almesdede  sleketh  synne ;  the  whiche  is  most  confusion)  of  the 
deveS.  And  yf  thou  arme  the  thus,  thou  maist  smyte  of  the  devels 
hede,  that  is,  his  power  of  noying.  IF  Af tir  this  the  knyght  sawe  vij. 
delectable  trees  to  loke  on,  the  whiche  betoken)  the  vij.  dedely  synnea, 
of  the  which  otte  sithe  wrecched  man  gadreth  so  grete  a  burthon), 
that  he  may  not  here  it,  ne  lifte  it,  that  is,  of  his  synnes,  ne  go  fro 
grace  to  grace.  IF  Than  come  iij.  kepers  of  this  gardeyn),  that  are 
iij.  enemy es,  that  is,  the  flessh,  the  world,  and  the  fende.  thiae 
bryngeth  a  man  in  many  synnes,  and  maketh  hym  to  dwelle  ther  in, 
vnto  the  goyng  out  of*  the  gardeyn),  that  is,  vnto  the  goying  out  of 
the  soule  fro  the  body ;  than  is  it  drowned  in  the  pitte  of  belle, 
fi>r  the  gretnesse  of  the  burthon)  of  his  synnes.     f  Therfore  thou 

*  leaf  54. 
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the  wrecchi<l  maii)  be  in  pereH,  &  ouercome  'with  syniiys,  late  him 
ciye  to  the  lady  of  solace,  acil.  the  blessic^  lady  mary,  &  then)  late 
him  seche  the  clewe  of  threde,  Bcil.  vertuys,  ]?e  whiche  he  be-hite  in 
baptyme,  &  loste  by  synne ;  and  thenne  wtt^-  oute  doute,  he  shal 
fynde  the  yertus,  &  fynde  passages,  so  that  Criste,  the  £mp«roiire^ 
shal  yeve  to  him  to  wive  his  feii*  dowter,  acQ.  euerlasting  lyf,  in  loye 
perpetueB:     Ad  quam  no8  &c 

[  XXXII  ] 

POMPEKTS  A  WISE  IMPEBOVRK 
(how  a  poor  van  beat  the  emperor's  daughter  in  runnino. 

BABL.  MS.  7883.) 

Pompeios  was  a  wyse  Emp^rot^re  Reignyng  in  the  cite  of  Eome^ 
the  wiche  had  a  faire  dowter,  namecl  Aglaes,  and  she  had  ij.  yer- 
tues  011^  al  o^ere  maydens ;  ]>e  fyrst  was,  she  was  faire  in  face, 
&  plesaunt  to  pe  ye  of  meiD ;  the  secounde  was,  sche  was  so  wyght  of 

[Seemd  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

wrecched  man,  yf  thou  be  in  suche  perile,  crie  fast  to  our  lady  of 
solas,  that  is,  to  the  blissed  yirgyii)  marie,  that  is  more  redy  to 
help  synfuH  men  and  women  out  of  the  pitte  of  synne  than  thei  are 
for  to  crie  to  her ;  for  she  is  so  good,  and  so  fulle-of  mercy,  that  she 
woH  leve  none  viiholpei))  that  crieth  to  her  hertly,  and  is  in  wille 
to  leve  synne.  IT  And  sake  also  diligently  the  clewe  of  threde,  that  is, 
the  vertnes  the  whiche  thou  behitest  god  in  thi  baptyme,  the  whiche 
by  synne  thou  hast  lost ;  and  with  out  doute,  yf  thou  fynde  the 
vertaes,  thou  shalt  haue  a  good  goyng  out  of  the  world,  [and] 
whan  thi  soule  shaH  go  out  of  thi  body,  than  shaR  it  go  to  the  blisse 
of  heven).  To  the  whiche  bryng  vs  our  lord  Ihe«u  crist,  that 
for  loue  of  mannes  soule  wolde  suffre  his  bitter  passiou),  thuigh  the 
praier  of  his  dirworthe  modir,  and  of  aH  seyntes  in  blisse  !  Amen. 

[  VI.   leaf  12,  back.  ] 

POmpeius  reigned  in  Home,  that  had  a  faire  doughtir,  that  highf  ^ 
Aglaes.    This  doughtir  had  ij.  vertues  passyng  aH  other*  women 
of  his  Empire.     The  first  was,  she  was  faire  and  gracious  to  aH 
folke ;  The  second  was,  she  was  swiftest  in  rynnyng,  that  no  man  my ght 

'  high/?,  MS.  •  Om, 
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fote,  that  no  man)  myght  Rynne  vrith  hire  by  a  grete  Ppace,  but  that 
she  irolde  come  to  the  marke  ^longe  afore  him.  when  the  Emperotir 
sawe  thes  twoo  vertues  in  his  dowter,  he  emoye<)  and  was  glad  in  al 
his  herte ;  and  he  made  a  proclamacioii)  in  al  that  londe,  that  who 
so  euer  wolde  rin  vrith  his  dowt^,  and  come  to  the  marke  afoie  hir, 
be  shulde  wed  hir  wtt^  goodis  infinite ;  and  yf  ther  wei'  eny,  ])at 
wolde  prc^fre  him  selfe  to  Rinne  wit^  hir,  &  myght  not  wynne  of  hir, 
he  shulde  lese  his  hede.  hei^  for  lordes  of  estate,  as  dukes,  barons, 
&  knyghte^,  come  thikke,  and  prof erid  to  Ein  wit^  hir,  but  fere  was 
noil)  that  myght  holde  fote  vrith  here ;  ^erfoT  echou)  for  hir  fayling 
loste  hir*  hedis,  as  the  lawe  was.  so  pere  was  in  ]?e  citee  a  poi' 
man),  )»e  wiche  thovght  in  him  selfe,  ''  I  am  pore,  and  comen)  of  lowe 
kynrede ;  &  hit  is  a  comun  crye  t-made,  that  yf  eny  man)  myght  by 
craf te  or  by  cautile  passe  in  Kynnynge  the  dowt^  of  the  Emperoui',  he 
shulde  wedde  hir,  &  be  hiliche  avauncyd.  &  pereioie,  yf  swiche  a 
poi'  felow  as  I  myght  oucrcome  hir  by  cautil,  wherby  that  I  and  al 

>  leaf  170,  back,  ool.  I.  *  his,  MS. 
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over-take  her  by  a  grete  space,  but  ever^  she  come  first  to  the  marke 
that  'was  sette  by*  the  Emperoui'.  IT  Whan  he  had^  perseiyed  thise 
ij.  vertues  in ^  his  dough tir,  he  was  right  glad;  and  he^  did  make  a 
crie  thurgti  out  his  Empire,  that  yf  any  man  wold  rynne  witK  his 
doughtir,  and  come  rathest^  to  the  marke  than  she,  he  shuld  have 
her  to  wyf,  witH  infinite  goodes ;  and  yf  any  man  ranne  witH  the 
maideu),^  and  yf  ^  she  come  sonnei'  to  the  marke  than  he,  than  shuld 
he  lese  his  hede.  ^  ^There  were*  dukes.  Barons,  and  knyghtes  of  the 
Empire  'that  herdeu)  this^®  crie,  and  'anoiD  thei  came^^  and  profered 
'hem  to  rynne  wit&  the  maiden) ;  ^*  so  that  eche  man  ranne  wi^  the 
maiden)  ^^  one  after  ^Miothei^,  and  the  maiden)  ^^  over-ranne  hem  att,  and 
so  att  thei^^  losten  her  hedes,  as  the  law  wold.  IT  Than  was  there  a 
man  in  Eome,  that  thought  wit&  in  hym  self,  "  I  am  poore,  and  'no 
gentile  man  borne,  and^^  of  a^^  vile  bloode  brought  forthe;  and  'the 
crie  is^^  made,  that^®  yf  any  man^*  by  any  cautele'can  over-rynne*^  the 
maiden)  in  rynning,  he  shaH  be  promoted  vnto  ^  grete  richesse.  ^  And 
therfor**  yf  I  may  by  any  sleight  or  cautele  over-<;ome  her,  I  shuld 

*  that.        •  they  ranne  to.        ■  On.        *  of.        •  Om.        •  rather. 
^  mayde.        *  Om.         '  Om.         '^  hard  the.         "  sone  ther  come  mony. 

"  the  mayde  to  renne.       *'  mayde  ^tftfim.       "  Om.       '•  Om.       *•  Om, 
"  ther  18  a  [cr>].         »"  Om.         »»  Om.        "  oviroome.        »'  to.        ^  Om. 
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my  kin  mjglit  be  eiiliie<}  Ss  honovricl,  sothely  hit  wer  a  goode  tome." 
what  dude  he  hut  jede,  and  purveyde  him  of  iij.  cautils;  Bcil.  of 
an  honest  Garlonde  of  Eede  Eoays,  in  a  Rii^  a-Say ;  the  secounde 
cautille  of  a  silkyn)  gyidil,  sotilly  I-made ;  for  ])e  damysdi  comunely 
loyithe  swiche  fantas^js ;  the  thirde  of  a  sotil  pune  made  of  silke, 
honourid  with  precious  stonis,  and  in  this  purs  was  a  halle  of  i^'. 
colowiis,  and  hit  had  a  sup^rscripcioi)),  )»at  saide  thus,  Qui  mecum 
ludit^  nun^jTuam  de  meo  ludo  mddbitMXy  ]>i3  is  to  seye,  he  that  pleithe 
witA  me,  shalle  neuer  have  I-nowhe  of  my  pley.  he  putt  vp  in  his 
bosom)  )»es  iij.  lakayns,  &  yede  to  the  yate  of  the  palys,  &  cride,  & 
saide,  **  Come,  faif  damisel,  I  am  Eedy  to  Rynne  wtt^  ]?e,  and  to  f  ul- 
fille  the  lawe  in  al  poynte«."  And  when)  thes  wordes  wef  borne  to 
^  Emparour,  he  comaundid  his  dowter  to  Einne  wM  him.  ))e 
damisel  lokid  oute  at  a  wyndow,  for  to  se  him ;  &  when  she  had  sen 
him,  she  defied  him  in  hir  herte,  and  saide  to  hir  selve,  "Alas !  \a% 
I,  that  haye  ouercome  so  many  noble  men),  now  shulde  Eynne  yriik 
suche  a  chorlis  sone  as  ]7oa  art ;  neu6r]?eles  me  must  fnlfiH  the  wiH 
^  of  my  fadir.''  She  yede,  &  made  hir  Eedy  to  Een)  WitA  him,  &  come 
to  him ;  &  bothe  thei  stode  to-gedar,  for  to  begynne  to  Eynne.  And 
when)  ])ei  hade  Eonne  a  while,  the  mayde  had  Eonne  afore  him  a 
grete  wey&     when  that  o]>^e  sawe  ])at,  he  caste  afore  hire  the  fail* 

'  leaf  170,  baolc,  ool.  8. 
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not  only^  be  promoted,  but  I  myght  helpe  ali  my  kynrede."  %  Than 
he  ordeyned  hym  self*  thre^  cavteles ;  The  first  was  a  Garlond  of  Eede 
Boses  Wd  white,  wele  araied  j^  The  second  was  a  GirdeH  of  siLke,  wele 
hameysed;  The  third  was  a  purse  of  silke,  ^sotelly  arrayed^  with 
precious  stones,  and  in  the  purse  was^  a  balle  of  iij.  colours,  and  on 
the  balle  was  this  scripture  written,  he  that  ahciA  pleye  wit^  ma,  shaA 
never  he  fiM  of  my  playe.  IT  Thise  iij.  he  put  in  his  bosome,  and 
went  vnto  the  palays  gate,  criyng,  '^  come,  maiden),  come,  for  I  am 
redy  to  rynne  with  the.''  IT  whan  the  Emperour  hadde  herd  this^ 
voice,  he  bad  his  doughtir  to  ^make  her  ^redy  to  rynne ;  and  so^  thei 
ronne  to-gedre,  and  in  shorte*  tyme  the  maiden)  ronne  before  hym. 

'  alle  only.       •  of  iq.      ^  Om.      *  alle  wtelj  wrought.      *  Om,      •  hia. 

^  rjniDe  with  hym.  The  mayde,  whan  she  sawe  hym,  she  dyspysed  hym 
in  her  hert,  and  sayde,  "  Many  nohlemen  haue  I  overoome,  and  nowe  shalle  I 
rynne,  with  such  an  harlot  1 "  '  Anone  the  mayde  made  her. 

*  Otn,  'a  lytylle. 
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garlon^ ;  and  as  sone  as  slie  sawe  the  faire  garlond  af ore  hir,  then 
she  tomid,  &  toke  it  vp,  and  sette  it  yppon)  hir  hede,  and  made  so 
gret  dilectacioD)  fere  in,  ]pat  that  dpere  Ean  fer  afoi'  hir.  when  she 
saw  that,  she  wepte  bitt^ly,  and  in  a  grete  wrethe  cast  a-wey  the 
garlonde,  &  Kan,  &  ouertoke  him.  And  as  sone  as  she  was  by  him, 
she  toke  yp  hir  honde,  and  yafe  him  a  grete  boffete  vndir  the  cheke, 
and  seide,  ''  lewde  wrecche,  wel  bysemithe  ]>i  siris  sonne  to  wedde 
me ! "  And  fer^  she  Ran)  afore.  Ss  when  he'  saw  that^  he  toke  oute 
a  gyrdille,  and  caste  it  in  the  same  man^  afore  hir  ayene ;  &  as 
faste  as  sche  had  a  sight  fere  on),  she  bowed  downe,  &  toke  it  vp,  & 
gyrde  hir  pere  vritk ;  and  had  so  grete  lykyng  fere  in,  pat  she  lefte 
Bynnynge,  &  by  ]>at  tyme  he  was  fer  afore  hir.  whenne  she  caste 
vp  hir  yen),  &  saw  him,  she  made  grete  lamentacion),  and  toke  ^  gyrdil 
in  anger,  and  bote  hit  with  her  tepe  [in  thre]  partis ;  &  Ean  ayene 
in  al  the  myght  fat  was  in  hir,  &  ouertoke  him,  &  yaf  him  a  grete 
boffet,  and  Hanne  fro  him,  &  saide,  *'  what,  harlot !  trowist  thow  to 
ouercome  me  f "    pat  ofere  was  wily,  &  wold  not  caste  ]>e  purs,  ynto 

>  for,  Ma  *  Bhe,  MS 
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This  wyly  man,  whan  he  sawe  that,  he  cast  the  Garlond  before  her.^ 
The  maiden,  when  she  saw  the  Garlond,  she  stouped,  and  toke  Tp  the 
Garlond  from  the  erthe,  and  sette  it  on  her  hede ;  and  had  grete 
likyng  of*  the  Garlond,  and  ^taried  tille'  this  sligh  man  was  fexie' 
before.  ^  ^  Whan  the  maiden)  sawe  that,  she  wept  bitterly,  and  cast  the 
Garlond  in  a  depe  dike ;  and  'than  she^  ranne  swiftly  after  hym,  and 
Wer-toke  hym,  and  lifte  vp  her  right  honde,  and  gaf"*  hym  a  buffet, 
and  badde  hym,  "  abide,  wrecche  1 "  and  said,  **  it  is  nought  semely, 
that  thi  fadirs  sone  shuld  have  me  to  wyf."  and^  than  she  ranne 
before  hym^  right  fast.  IF  That  sawe  this  sleigh®  man,  and  drew  a 
GirdeH  out  of  his  bosome,  and  cast  it  before  the  maiden).  She  sawe 
the  GirdeU,  and  toke  it  vp,  and  girte  her  with  the  Girdeli ;  and  hadde 
so  moche  delite  of  the  GirdeH,  that  he  was  before  a  grete  way.  ^  The 
maiden),  whan  she  sawe  that,  she  sorowed,  and  gnewe^  the  GirdeH 
with  her  tethe,  and  brake  it  on  iii.  peoes ;  and  ranne  after  hym^^ 
strongly,  and  toke  hym,  and  gaf*  hym  a^^  buffette,  and  said,  "  Trowest 
thou,  wrecche,  to  over-come  mel"  and  anon)  she  ranne  before^*  hym. 

I  the  mayde.        '  so  abode,  that        '  ronne  we1e»        *  leaf  13.        *  Om. 
•  Om.  f  Om.  •  Bleight,  MS.  •  toke.  '•  Om. 

*'  another.  *  afore. 
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fe  tyme  pat  he  come  ner  fe  marke ;  and  J^eime  he  cast  pe  purse,  as 
he  dude  pat  othir  thing.  &  thenne  she  rest  ayen),  &  toke  it  yp,  & 
openyd  hit,  &  toke  oute  the  halle,  anc^  Eadde  the  superscripciou), 
setZ.  he  that  pleithe  with  me,  shaE  nener  be  suffisic^  of  my  pley. 
And  tho  she  began)  to  pley  vriih  the  balle  so  longe,  pat  fe  logeler 
was  af oi*  at  the  marke ;  and  so  tho  she  made  muche  lamentacioune ; 
&  he  weddid  hir,  &  had  grete  Eichesses,  as  the  lawe  wolde. 

VORALITBB. 

Ere  frendes,  yia  Emperoure  is  oure  lorde  Ihe^u  Crist ;  )»e  fail' 
dowt^  is  pe  soule  of  man,  made  like  him  selfe,  &  clansid  fro 
original  synne  by  baptyme ;  &  hit  is  swyfte  in  Eynnynge,  Bcil, 
goode  werkes,  while  that  he  is  in  his  innocense,  &  pat  so  swifte,^  that 
no  dedely  synnys  may  ouercome  hir ;  &  so  thei  lese  hir  hedes,  aeU,  hii' 
powef,  whenne  pat  pey  maye  not  ouercome  hir.  pe  poi'  man),  pat 
Imagenithe  pes  cautilis,  is  the  devil,  pe  which  studi^'the  nyght  &  day 
to  ouercome  innocence ;  and  perfor  he  purveithe  him  of  iij.  cav tilis,  first 
of  a  garlonde.  [By]  the  garlonde  we  maye  yndirstonde  pryde,  &  by  this 
Beson),  For  a  garlonde  is  not  sett  on  the  arme,  ne^in  nou)  opere  party 
of  the  body ;  hit  is  I-sette  vpoiD  the  hede,  for  it  shulde  be  sene.     in 

»  leaf  171,  ooL  1.  »  swf  te,  MS, 
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^  This^  logelei'  was  wyly,  and  cast  the  purse  before  ^her.  The  maiden)  ^ 
saw  the  purse,  and  opened  it ;  and  founde  a  balle^  and  radde  the 
scripture  on'  ihe  balle ;  IT  That  was  this,  who^  that  playeth  with  me, 
sh^  neyer  be  fuH  of  my  playe.  And  she  beganne  to  play  with  the 
IkllBy  and  so  longe  she  played  with  the  Balle,  that  the  logelei^  came 
before  her  to  the  marke ;  and  so  he  had  her  to  be  his  ^  wyf*. 

IT  Declaraoio.  Frendes,  this  Emperoui'  is  oiure  lord  IhesvL  Crist ; 
the  fiaire  doughtir  is  the  soule,  made  by  likenesse  of  god.  She  is 
swifte  in  rynnyng  to  gode  vertues,  while  she  dwelleth  in  her  Inno- 
cence, that  no  mau,  that  is  to  sey,  no  dedly  synne,  may  overcome  her. 
IT  This  wyly  man,  this  logelei',  that  is  comeu)  of  vile  bloode,  is  the 
develi,  that  all  way  studies  to  brynge  downe  Innocentes  in  to  synne. 
Y  First  he  ordeyned  hym  of  iij.  cavteles,  that  is,  a  Garlond,  by  the 
whiche  we  slu^  vndirstond  pride,  for  this  reason).  A  Garlond  is  not 
put  on  the  arme,  nor  on  the  foote,  but  vpon  the  hede^  that  it  may  be 

'  The         *  the  mayde.     She.         •  of.         *  He.         *  Om. 
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the  same  wyse  wol  the  piowde  man  be  sen,  &  spiede  his  hemmys  ] 
am)  pern  fore  seithe  Anstine,  Cum  tupetbum  videris,  JUium  diaJMi 
€886  turn  dMt€8y  ]»is  is  to  sey,  when  thowe  seist  a  pronde  mani)^  donte 
the  not  pon  seest  the  sonne  of  the  deveL  J^erefoie  when  the  devil 
castithe  this  garlonde  of  piyde  in  thin  yen),  wepe,  as  did  the  damisel; 
&  do  of  that  garlonde  of  piyde,  and  caste  it  into  the  diche  of  con- 
trncioD),  &  so  pou  shalt  yeve  ]»e  devil  a  bnffet,  &  oaercoma  him. 
Thenne  whenne  pe  devil  see^  fat  he  is  on^rcome,  he^  temptithe  a 
man  yn  an  nopere  synne,  &  castithe  afore  him  a  gurdil  of  lecheii ;  of 
irhiche  man^  girdil  thus  seithe  Gregoriusj  CingUe  lumboB  veatros  in 
Ccutitaiej  J^is  is  to  seye,  or  ]ns  is  to  vndirstonde,  GordiJ^e  yonre  lendys 
in  chastite.  for  who  so  euer  is  gyn)  wit^  the  gyrdeH  of  lecheiy, 
certenlye  he  levithe  the  Eynnyng  of  goode  lyf,  &  is  oo^rcome  wiU 
the  devil;  as  the  Apostle -seithe,  Ntdlum  Opus  bonum  sine  CasHtaie, 
])iB  is  to  seye,  ))ere  is  no  gode  werke  w»t^  onto  Chastite.  &  the^for 
do  as  she  did ;  smite  the  gordiH  in  thre,  acU.  in  prayei',  fastyng,  and 
almesdede,  and  withe  oute  dowte,  ^enne  fou  shalt  ooercome  the 
deviL  Aftir  ward  this  poi'  ^maid,  aeU.  pe  deoil,  castithe  fordie  a 
purs  with  a  balle, — what  is  that  %  ye  wit  wel  a  puis  is  opin  above, 
and  shut  be-nethe,  &  that  betokenithe  the  hart  of  man,  that  shnlde 

1  and  he,  M8.  *  leaf  171,  ool.  2. 
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sayn).  IT  Eight  so  the  proude  man  wold  be  seen  alway,  and  therfoie 
thei  makeiD  hem  self*  gaye;  IF  And  therfore  agayii)  proude  men  speketfi 
seynt  Austyu),  and  seieth,  whan  thou  seest  a  proude  man,  doute 
not  but  that  he  is  the  devels  sone.  Therfore  do  thou  as  the  maiden) 
did ;  wepe  for  thi  synne,  and  put  downe  the  Garlond  of  pride,  and 
put  it  in  the  diche  of  contricciou),  and  so  thou  shalt  yeve  the  devdi 
a  buffette,  and  overcome  hyuL  IF  Than  the  develi  seet^  that  he  is 
overcome  in  one  synne.  Than  he  temptet^  hym  wit&  another ;  and 
than  he  cast  before  man  or  woman  the  GlrdeH  of*  lecheiy.  Who  so 
is  girte  wil£  this  GirdeH  he  leveth  the  course  of*  ^goode  lyf ,  and  so  is 
overcome  of  the  devefi ;  IT  For  the  appostle  seit&.  There  is  no  goode 
werke  with  oute  chastite.  do  Therfore  as  the  maiden)  did ;  devoide 
the  GirdeH  in  i^'.  parties,  that  is,  into  praier,  fastyng,  and  almesdede; 
And  than  thou  shalt  overcome  the  dev^  IF  The  purse  with  the  BaUe 
is  open  above,  and  shitte  byneth,  and  it  betokeneth  thyn)  hert^  that 

*  leaf  13,  back. 
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euer  be  opyii)  to  lieyenly  tbiiigeg,  &  shut  to  ErtLely  thinge^.  pe  twoo 
cordifly  that  seroithe  to  Opyo)  pQ  purs,  &  to  shitte,  signifiethe  loye  of 
goJ  &  of  thi  neyboui';  the  bal  that  is  Eounde,  Ss  colovrid  so 
dioerselyey  hetokenithe  the  yice  of  covetice,  that  is  meuid  as  wel  in 
the  olde  as  in  the  yonge ;  and  ]?erefor  the  Eeson)  that  is  wretin)  aboute 
is  trewe,  irher  it  is  I-seyde,  Qm  meeum  ludit,  nxmquam  saciabiiur^ 
for  the  coyetouse  man)  cao)  nener  be  fillici.  &  ther-fore  lete  ys  be 
Traie  that  we  pleye  not  mth  the  balle  of  coyetise,  as  she  dude ;  for 
yf  we  forsake  god,  &  yeye  ys  to  tronsetorie  godis,  and  yanites, 
sothely  we  ahul  neu^  l^enne  come  to  the  glorie  of  en^rlastynge  lyl 
Adqoam&e. 

[  xxxni.  ] 

DOMICIANUS  A  WYSE  mSFEROUR 


OF   THB  TOUKa  EKIOHT  WHO  HAD  THRBB  FRIENDS,   AND   HOW  HB 

TBIED  THBH.      EARL.  MS,  7833.) 

Omidanns  Beigned  a  wise  Emperottr  in  ]>e  cetee  of  Eome,  &  in 
his  Empyez'  was  a  gentil  knight,  ])e  whiche  had  only  asonne,  that 


D 


[Second  Version.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

alway  owitK  to  be  shitte  by-nethe,  that  is,  to  thise  erthely  thynges,  and 
open^  aboye  to  heyenly  Uiynges.  The  strenges  of  the  purse  to  open) 
and  to  shitte  betokenet^  the  loye  of  god,  and  of  our  Eme-czisten). 
The  Salle,  that  is  rounde,  and  is  cast  from  one  to  another,  betokenetli 
Coyetise,  that  is,  aA  way  stored,  as  well  in  olde  and  yonge ;  theifore 
ii  hat£  a  superscripcion),  the  whiche  is  this,  he  that  shall  playe  witlL 
me,  shall  neyer  be  full  of  my  playe.  That  is,  Coyetise,  that  no  man 
ahdi  neyer  be  futt  therof.  IT  And  therfore  6enek*  seitiL,  whan  alle 
synnes  wexe  olde,  Coyetise  alone  wexettL  yonge.  IF  And  therfore  studie 
we  not  for  to  playe  withe  the  balle  of  Coyetise,  as  the  maiden)  did, 
for  whit  yf  we  forsake  worldly  thynges,  that  axe  transitorye  and 
passyng  forthe  before  god,  we  mowe  come  to  eyerlas^g  bUsse  in 
lieyen.     Amen. 

[  XLH.   leaf  67,  hack.  ] 

There  was  a  man)  that  had  a  sone,  and  sterid  his  sone  to  gete 
hym)  freuAeBf  while  his  f adir  was  alyye.    the  sone  saw  thie  negh- 

'  open  it,  MS. 
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he  moche  levied.  lu  a  tyme  ]>i8  Bonne  come  to  Mm,  and  saide,  "  fadir 
I  am  a  yong  maij) ;  sothely,  yf  it  be  youre  wille,  I  woUe  go  a-bowte 
to  castelles^  &  kyngdomes,  &  purchase  me  frendes,  fat  I  may,  when 
ye  beth  gon)  henys  oute  of  this  worlde,  haae  knowlech."  '^yis," 
quod  the  fadir^  ''  hit  shal  wele  like  me,  so  ]>at  yati  shew  to  me,  wheii) 
thow  comyst  ayene,  what  frendes  ])0W  hast  getyn)."  ])enne  seide  he, 
**  yis,  fadir,  pi  wille  in  that  cas  shaUe  be  fulfUlid.''  The  yonge  maii) 
travaylid  by  certeyne  kyngdomis,  contreis,  &  cetees ;  &  at  the  ende 
of  i\j.  yeei^  he  come  home  to  lus  fadir.  Ss  ]>e  fadir  was  hill  gladdiJ 
vriih  his  presence,  &  seide,  "  sonne,  how  seist  thow  1  hast  ]x)W  pur- 
chasid  eny  frendes?"  ''ye,  sir,"  he  saide,  ''[I  have]  foundeu)  iij. 
frendes  sithe  I  yede ;  and  the  first  frende  I  loue  more  than  my  selfe, 
and  ther-fore  I  wold  for  his  love  shede  my  blode,  yf  nede  wei'; 
^the  secounde  I  love  as  moche  as  my  selfe ;  But  the  third  I  love 
litil,  in  syght  of  the  opere"  )?enne  seide  ]>e  fadir,  "  sone,  hast  thow 
previd  ony  of  thes  iij.  frendes T'  "Nay,  sir,"  quod  he.  ])enne 
quod  the  fadir,  "do  pon  afbir  my  counsaiH,  &  hit  shall  like  the. 
Go,  &  slee  a  Sweyne,  &  put  it  in  a  sacke ;  and  at  mydnyte  [go]  to 
pe  firsts^  frende,  &  sey  to  him,  'deei'  Frende,  help  me  nowe  in  my 
grete  nede,  for  thorow  chaunce  I  have  slayne  a  man),  and  he  is  hei* 

>  Castell,  MS.         *  leaf  171,  back,  col  1.         '  fiste,  MS. 
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bores,  that  he  thought  to  hym)  shuld  be  necessarie.  he  askid  of 
oon),  how  he  mygbt  by  his  frendsbip  9  He  seide,  "  I  am)  rich 
Enoughe,  but  me  nedes  werkmen) ;  if  thou  wilte  bynde  the  to  my 
werke,  I  wil  be  thy  frende."  he  bownde  hym,  and  wrought  longe 
tyme  greuously  for  hym.  Afterward  he  asked  of  anothere  the  same, 
and  he  saide,  he  was  but  pore,  but  and  he  wolde  gyfe  hym)  mekiU, 
he  wolde  be  his  frende.  and  so  he  did,  for  ofte  sithe  he  fedde  hym), 
and  gafe  hym  large  giftes.  Also  he  askid  of  the  thrid,  how  he 
myght  by  his  frendship  1  He  answerid,  and  seide,  he  had  no  nede 
of  moneye  ne  of  werkmen),  but  he  shati  fali  downe  to  his  fote,  and 
do  hym  homage,  and  do  to  hym  as  to  his  lorde,  as  a  seruaunte  shuld 
do,  and  than  he  shuld  be  his  frende.  and  he  did  so.  whan)  this 
was  done,  the  sone  seide  to  his  fadire,  that  he  had  iij.  frendes.  The 
Fadir  bade  hym)  saye  to  his  frende,  that  he  was  outelawed  of  the 
kyng<  for  treason) ;  and  so  he  shuld  prove  lus  frendes  of  helpe.  The 
Sonne  come  to  the  fyrste  frende,  and  asked  helpe  of  his  disese ;  and 
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ypon)  my  backe  in  a  sacke ; '  &  theni)  thow  shalt  see  what  thi  frendl 

wol  sey  to  the.     Aftir  that,  go  to  yi  secounde  frende,  and  so  to  the 

thirde ;  and  write  al  hir  aunsweris  in  thin  herte."     ])e  sonne  yede, 

as  the  fadir  saide  to  him ;  and  at  mydnite  he  com)  to  the  yate  of  the 

firsts  frende,  pe  whiche  f&t  he  lovid  more  than  him  selfe,  &  cnockiJ 

at  his  gate.     Anon)  as  his  frende  harde  him  cnocke,  he  Bos,  &  lete 

him  in,  &  seide,  "frende,  fou  art  welcom)."     "A!   frende,"  quod! 

that  o]y«re,  "  I  am  come  to  the  in  my  grete  nede,  for  I  love  thi  bodye 

more  than  my  selfe,  and  ]?erefore  socoare  me  in  this  myschieff ;  for 

I  have  thorow  vnhappe  slayii)  a  man),  &  he  is  hei*  yppon)  my  backe 

in  a  sacke ;  and  ]?6refore,  I  pray  the,  that  thow  wolt  hide  him,  & 

hele  the  cois  of  this  dede  man)  in  some  prive  place  of  thin  house ; 

for  yf  )ra  cors  be  founde  with  me,  doutles  I  mot  be  hongid  for  him." 

"  y®*"  q^od  the  ofefe,  "  thowhe  thowe  were  my  fadir,  I  wolde  not 

do  that  for  the;   for  sithe  thow  hast  slayne  the  man),  thow  arte 

worthi  to  be  dampnid  for  hinL     Keu^]?eles,  for  the  gret  frendshipe 

fat  hathe  I-be  a-twene  vs  hei'  afore  by  longe  tyme,  I  shalle  yeve  to 

the  \j.  ellene  of  lynone  clothe,  for  to  lappe  in)  or  for  to  keueryn)  ]?y 

body,  when  that  thow  arte  hongid."    Thenne  the  yonge  man)  yede 

to  fat  othir  firende,  that  he  louid  as  moche  as  him  selfe,  and  knockid 

at  his  yate.     Anon)  when)  he  harde  ]?e  cnokkyng,  he  ros,  &  openyd 

fe  doi',  &  kyste  him,  and  worschipfully  Eesseyvid  him.   penne  spake 

the  yonge  man,  &  saide,  "  A  !   goode  frende,  helpe  me  nowe  in  my 

grettest  nede  fat  I  euer  had.     I  have  thorowe  Encomberment  slayne 

a  man,^  and  he  is  here  wit^  me,  and  ^er-foie,  for  al  the  frenshipe  that 

is  be-twene  the  &  me,  leye  him  in  sum  previ  place  of  thin  house ;  for 

*  leaf  171,  back,  col.  2. 
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when)  he  had  herde  that  he  had  done  a  cryme  agaynes  the  kyng*,^ 
he  seide,  "  This  I  shaU  do  to  the,  I  shaH  caste  oute  of  myn)  house 
the  traytoure  of  the  kyng<,  and  I  shaH  take  what  I  may  of  ]yi 
goodes."  The  seconds  frende  seide,  "  the  kynges  traytoure  I  shatt 
lede  to  prisouh),  and  there  shaH  I  sette  hym  faste  by  the  fete,  in  a 
depe  pitte."  The  thrid  seide,  "  I  shaU  lede  the  kynges  traytoure  to 
the  galowes,  and  there  shaft  I  hange  hym)  vppe."  The  sone  come 
home,  and  tolde  his  fadire  what  his  frendes  had  seide.     The  fadir 

'  the  kyngp   the  kyngf   MS. 
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yf  he  be  founde  withe  me,  I  am  but  dede."  "Nay,"  qnodl  that 
opei-e^  "  that  pou  canst  not  make  me  do ;  bei*  him  hens,  &  make  the 
mury  wit/t  him, — ^whi  woldist  thow  slee  himi  But  yette*  frende,  I 
shalle  tel  the,  I  woUe  not  have  a-do  withe  him ;  [but]  for  the  grete 
love  pat  hath  I-be  be-twene  ys  twoo,  I  ^alle  ga  with  the  to  the 
iebet ;  andf  aftirwan)  I  shi^  purveye  me  of  an  nopere  frende."  pe 
yonge  man)  was  hevy  with  thes  wordes ;  and  yede  to  anoj^ere  frende, 
Bcil.  him  pat  he  lovid  but  litle,  &  cnockid  at  the  yate.  he  ros  vp, 
as  sone  as  he  harde  his  voyse,  and  lete  him  in,  &  kiste  him,  and 
saide,  **  frend,  p&t  is  halfe  my  soule,  welcome  be  pou  to  me  1 " 
]7enne  saide  that  oper,  "  sothelye  I  am)  ashamed  to  speke  wit^  the, 
for  I  have  do  litle  for  pe,  or  ellis  nought,  neuer  in  al  my  Ijrve ;  and 
pet'eioTQ  with  grete  shame  I  may  shew  the  myn)  eronde."  "ye, 
hardly/'  seide  that  opere,  "shew  me  what  thow  wolte."  "For 
8othe>"  quod  that  oper^  "  I  have  vnhappili  slayne  a  man),  &  hei'  I 
bei'  his  body  on)  my  bak,  and  pere-ioTe,  I  p7*aye  the,  helpe  me  in 
this  gret  nede,  and  yf  ye  wolde  hide  the  bodye  in  youre  house,  ye 
myte  not  do  for  me  a  better  tome,  for  yf  it  be  founde  with  me,  I  am 
but  djede."  "  Nay,**  quod  that  o^ere>  "  I  woHe  not  hide  the  body, 
but  I  wolle  dye  for  the  to  morow  on)  the  lubet ;  and  ferefore,  I 
praye  the,  love  thowe  neuer  frende  so  wel  as  me  aftir  my  dethe,  but 
yf  he  wolle  dye  for  the,  as  I  shalle."  when  the  yonge  man  hard 
him  sey  ]yus,  he  felle  downe  oh)  his  knees,  &  praide-  him  that  he 
wolde  for-yevo  him,  Jwt  he  had  lovid  the  opere  twoo  frendes  so 
moche,  and  him  so  litle  or  not — "and  theivfor  fro  hens  forward  I 
ehatt  neu^  Love  my  s»lve  so  moche  as  pe."     [The]  opere  tooke  him 

»  ytte,  MS. 
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seide,  "  sone,  thou  haste  no  frende  ;  for  the  fyrste  frende  is  a  frende 
of  name.  The  seconde  is  a  frende  atte  mete.  The  thrid  is  an)  Enemy  at 
nede."  than)  seide  the  fadir,  "  sone,  go  to  my  frende  alone  that  I 
haue,  bat  is,  the  sone  of  god,  Ihesn  Criste,  and  telle  hym)  thy 
cause.*  The  sonne^  did  so.  Thanne  his  faders  frende  saide,  **if* 
thou  haue  any  thefte,  bryng*  it  to  me,  and  if  it  be  treason)^  putt  it  to 
me;  and  I  shall  dey  for  the."  Than)  this^  was  demyd  a  frende 
ttlone^  amonge  aH  other. 

'  ]«af  68.  '  he  this,  MS. 
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by  the  necke,  &  kiste  Mm ;  &  be  yede  home,  &  tolde  his  f adir  how 
it  was  with  fe  iy.  frendes,  &c. 

MORALITEB. 

Ood  men,  this  "Eni-perour  is  the  fadir  of  hevene ;  by  the  knygbt 
bat[he]  mderstonde  pr^latis  of  holy  chiiche ;  by  the  sonne  ia 
Yndiistonde  euery  Cristeo)  man.  And  so  many  of  ts  getithe 
Ys  frendes,  but  thei  faylithe  ys  in  oure  nede ;  and  ]?6re-fore  seithe  pe 
wise  man,  Est  amicus  mens,  et  nan  peTtnanebit  in  tempore  necessitatis^ 
This  is  to  seye,  ther  is  a  &ende  at  the  table  or  at  the  mete  horde, 
the  wiche  woUe  not  or  shal  not  abide  in  tyme  of  nede.  ])q  furste 
frende,  that  thow  loYist  more  than)  thi  seiYe,  is  this  worlde ;  for  we 
sethe  euery  day  that  meii)  wolle  for  the  worlde,  &  worldly  thinge*  to 
be  hadde,  putte  hem  selYe  in  perilis  of  see,  in  ^erelles  of  bataiH,  and 
of  dampnacioune.  And  ther-for  it  is  wel  I-pr^Yid,  that  thei  loYi])ie 
more  tbe  worlde  than  hem  selve,  but  in  tyme  of  nede,  aciL  of  detb, 
when  the  sonle  shalle  passe  fro  the  bodye,  afbir  the  wille  of  god,  & 
fat  ^  body  be  yeYin  to  wormes,  thenne  the  worlde,  fat  ]>owe  louist 
80  muche,  shalle  faile  pe;  In  so  muche  that  yf  fou  baYe  too  eUes  of 
lynon)  clotbe,  to  lappe  thi  body  Inne,  it  is  a  grete  thing.  Tbe 
seconnde  frende^  that  thow  louist  as  muche  as  thi  selYe,  is  thi  wyfe 
&  thi  childerine,  the  whiche  in  tyme  of  dethe  wS  go  wi\A  the  to  the 
sepulcure,  and  wepin  a  Htle  for  the,  but  when)  pon  arte  in  the  erthe, 
)rey  gothe  home,  and  studiethe  whom  they  mow  haYe  in  thi  stede. 
The  thirde  frende,  that  thow  loYist  so  litle,  is  oure  lorde  Ih^^u 
Criste,  for  yf  thowe  come  to  him  with  a  clene  herte,  in  tyme  of  thi 
nede,  he  wolle  not  fayle  the ;  &  f erefore  it  is  I-seyde,  In  quacunique 
kcra  peccator  ingemuerUy  salvus^  erity  fis  is  to  seye,  in  what  houjc' 

»  leaf  172,  col.  1.  »  8al«#,  MS. 
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[Beclaraoio].  The  fyrste  frende  is  the  worlde,  or  Ellys  money, 
for  the  which  man)  consumys  hym  self'  nyght  and  day,  in  laboure 
and  besynesse.  The  seconde  frende  is  the  ficssh,  and  flesly  frendes, 
that  ressayuen)  largly  fedyng*  and  clothyng«;  but  they  ledde  hym) 
Ynto  the  prisons,  that  is,  the  graYe,  and  casten)  hym  into  the  pitte. 
The  thrid  htn^  is  the  deiiyH,  that  lades  hym  Ynto  the  dome,  thex» 
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the  synn^  waylitho,  or  is  sory  for  his  synns,  he  shalle  be  saf.     And 

yerefore  when  the  synner  deservid  by  his  vickednesse  enerlasting 

dcthe,  thenne  Crist,  goddis  sonne  come,  &  toke  dethe  for  him  oii) 

the  lubet  off  pe  crosse.     And  pcrfoi*,  goode  siris,  lat  vs  bowe  owre 

^  knees,  and  aske  mercy  of  him,  that  we  plesid  thes  othir  two  so 

moche,  &  him  so  litle,  ]?at  is  an  vnmutable  frende,  a  gentil  frende,  & 

a  myghty  frende.     Now  pray  we  him  enterly  to  be  ouie  frende,  whos 

frenshipe  neaer  failithe,   Qui  cum  patre  et  spiritu  scmcto  omnia 

regit  seeula.    Amen, 

>  leaf  172,  col.  2. 
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to  accuse  hym),  and  to  hange  hym  with  hym  in  helle.  Bat  the 
fourte  frende,  that  is  criste,  the  which  is  a  sykere  frende  alone,  that 
for  his  frendes  suffred  dethe ;  he  is  a  trew  frende  alone,  amonge  dki 
othere,  and  non)  so  trew  as  he.    Amen  &c. 


[  XXXIV.  ] 
AGIOS  A  WISE  EMlFEROJIBK 

(the  ALLEOOBT  of  MEROT,  truth,  justice  &  PEACE.) 

Agios  was  a  wyse  "Emperour  Eeignynge  in  the  citee  of  Rome;  the 
whiche  lord  had  iiij.  dowteris,  of  wiche  on)  was  clepid  Mercy, 
]>e  seconnde  sothefastnesse,  the  thirde  Kyghtwyssenes,  and  the 
iiij.  Pes.^  he  also  had  a  sone  passyngly  wyse  and  witty,  and  was  clepitt 
Ysias,  and  no  man  myght  be  likenid  to  him  in  no  kynne  sciens.  he 
had  also  a  sarvaunt  Yrith  him,  whom  he  moche  avauncid,  and  that 
wit^outen  ony  deseruinge.  So  the  Emperoure  in  this  man^r  is  thought 
in  a  certeyne  day  to  preve  ]?at  sarvaunt,  &  seide  to  him,  "  dei'  frend, 
I  have  hili  avauncyd  the  to  grete  dignitee,  and  fereioT  thow  arte  the 
more  be-holdeu)  to  me.  I  commytte  here  to  thi  kepynge  swiche  a 
contree;  and,  sir,  yf  thow  kepe  it  wele,  fon  shalt  have  more 
avauncement ;  and  in  the  of  cr  syde,  yf  I  fynde  in  the  eny  man^r  of 
tresoime,  f ou  shalte  suffre  ther-fore  fe  foulest  dethe."  ]3enne  spake 
fat  ofere,  and  seide,  "  sir,  in  al  that  I  can  or  may  I  shalle  fulfillo 

■  pitee,  MS. 
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your  wiUe."     Sone  aftir  tbat  he  had  be  gOD)  to  this  coutree,  he  dud 
trespas  &  transgressiouns  a-yenste  pe  wille  &  comaundement  of  the 
lorde.     when)  the  Emperoure  harde  telle  )}is,  he  come  thidir,  and 
put  a  defaate  to  this  forsaide  sarvaunt ;  the  sarvaunte  was  provde, 
&  sturdy,  and  yaf  but  litlo  credence  to  him.     Then  j^e  Emperour 
beyDge  in  gret  wrethe,  for  violacion)  of  his  pracepte  &  comaundement, 
callid  to  him  iiij.  cruell  tormentours,  and  comaundid  to  on)  of  hem, 
yai  be  &  his  felowes  shoulde  bynde  him  honde  &  fote,  &  caste  him 
in  presoune ;  ^  to  the  secounde  he  comaundid  to  helde  him  qwyke ; 
and  to  the  thirde  &  to  the  iiij.  he  comaundid,  that  thei  shulde  finally 
sle  him.     Thenne  thes  tormentoures  purposyng  to  fiilfille  the  com- 
aundment  of  the  Emperoure,  Thei  toke  this  wrechid  man),  and 
turmentid  him  witA  al  man^  of  peynis.     And  hit  happid,  that  on) 
of  the  dowteres,  aeU.   ^at  is  to  sey,  me?*cy,  yede  by  the  presoune  ]?e 
same  tyme,  &  as  she  harde  this  man)  crye  in  peynis,  she  ran)  to  the 
prison,  &  lokid  in,  and  sawe  this  man)  in  tormentes  a-monge  j^ilke 
tormentours ;  &  when  she  sawe  ]>at  piteful  sight,  she  myght  not  but 
Laye  pyte, — for  hit  is  fe  propirte  of  mercy  to  have  pite  &  compas- 
sion).    &  so  she  Eente  of  the  clobhinge^  of  hir  body,  &  of  hir  hede, 
aad  pullid  of  hir  heei',  and  yellid,  and  cride ;  and  Itanne  wtt^  alle 
liir  myght  to  hir  fadir,  the  Empe^'Ot^r,  and  knelid  to  him,  and  seide, 
**  Alas !  my  dere  fadir,  am  I  not  thi  dowter,  and  art  ])ow  not  mercy- 
fulle  1    have  mercy  of  suche  a  sarvaunt ;  for  yf  ]yow  have  no  mercy 
of  him,  ])ou  art  not  mercyf  olle,  and  yf  thow  be  not  mercyfulle,  withe 
oute  dowte  )»ow  shalt  not  have  me  pj  dowter."     Anon)  come  hir 
syster  sothefastnesse,  and  askid  of  hir  fadir  whi  hir  suster  wepte  so  1 
"  for  mercy,  J)i  suster,'*  quod  he,  *'  wol  algatis  fat  I  have  mercy  of 
this  man)  in  presoune."      Then  seide  sothefastnes,  with  a  Sterne 
countenauns,  "  I^ay,  fadir,  late  it  not  be  so.     god  forbede  fat  ]K>we 
yeve  him  mercy,  for  am  not  I  thi  dowter  sothefastnes  or  truthel 
And  thow  hast  euer  be  trewe  Ss  sothefast,  &  it  is  truthe  that  he  have 
peyne  &  dethe,  J^erefor,  fadir,  pursue  trewthe,  as  thow  hast  be  holden) 
bei'  afore ;  for  yf  thow  pursue  not  truthe,  thow  shalt  not  have  me 
thi  dowter  no  moi'."    Thus  as  mercy  and  sothefastnesse  wei'  togeder 
in  stiyf,  come  the  thirde  dowter,  scf7.  Rightwisnesse ;  and  for  she 

'  leaf  172,  back,  col  1. 
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hard  s wicbe  noyse  amonge  hem,  she  askid  of  Sothef aatnesse,  hir  sister^ 
what  was  the  cause  1   And  for  sothefastnesse  myght  not  telle  but 
trew])e,  she  seide,  "  Ouie  sister,"  quod  she,  "  namyd  mercy,  woUe 
algateff  that  cure  fadii  have  mercy  of  this  traytoni'  in  ye  presoune." 
Anon)  Bightwisnease  ran)  to  hir  fader,  and  saide,  ''  fadir,  am  not  I 
Kightwysnesse  fi  dowter,  and  thi  self e  art  callid  Eigfatwis  9    And 
^erefor,  'fadir,  do  &  shewe  Eightwisnesse  in  this  tiespasoni',  for  yf  you 
do  noty  ne  wolt  not  shewe  no  rights  }k)w  shalt  not  have  me  to  thi 
dowter."    thenne  the  fonrthe  dowter,  acH.  Pes,'  heiynge  this  dia- 
cencion)  a-twene  hem,  and  that  m^rcy,  hir  sLstre,  myght  not  opteyne 
ne  prevayle  in  hir  purpose,  she  for-soke  al  the  Empeyi*,  and  yede  into 
anoj^ere  fer  contree.     And  when)  the  Empe7x>nre  hard  telle  how  that 
she  was  goh)  ther-fore  out  of  lus  londe,  and  saw  swiche  a  distaunce 
amonge  the  systeres,  he  wist  not  what  was  beste  to  done ;  for  yf  he 
tume  to  mercye,  he  shulde  offende  truthe  &  Eightwysnesse,  and  yf 
he  folow  the  wille  of  truthe  and  of  Eyghtwisnesse,  he  sholde 
not  have  mercy  and  pes  to  his  dowteres.     he  clepid  to  him  his 
wise  sono,  and  ypon)  this  mater  askid  his  counseitt.     ^*  Fadir,"  quod 
the  sone,  '^commytte  this  mater  to  me,  &  I  shalle  take  good 
Tengeaunce  of  this  trespassour,  and  bring  home  a-yene  pes,  yi  dowter." 
Then  seide  the  Emperoure,  *^  A !  dei'  sonne,  this  is  a  grete  promia- 
aioun)  that  thowe  makest  to  me,  yf  thou  fulfille  it  in  dede,  that  thowe 
seist,  and  J^erefore,  sone,  I  shalt  do  as  thow  askist."     The  fsuiir  yaf 
al  his  pouei'  to  his  sonne.    Then  the  sonne  callid  his  sustir  mercj, 
and  toke  hir  with  him,  and  Eonne  to-gedir  ou6r  hillis  and  dalis, 
til  tyme  that  thei  come  to  the  casteH,  whei'  the  sarvaunt  laye  in 
prisoune ;  &  thenne  he  myght  not  but  have  pitee  of  him,  for  he  hadde 
mercy  -with  him,  and  ]>ereforo  he  hadde  no  power'  but  to  take  him 
oute  of  presoune,  and  presentid  him  to  his  fadir.      And  when)  pes 
harde  telle  howe  hir  brothir  had  browte  ayene  ]>e  trespassoure,  she 
come  a-yene  to  the  Empyi* ;  &  the  sone  made  acorde  a-monge  the 
Busteris,  and  that  mercy  &  truthe  mette  to-gedir,  Eightwisnesse  &  pes 
hathe  I-kyste. 

'  leaf  172,  back,  coL  2.  '  pite,  MS. 
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IfORALITBE. 

DEre  Frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  the  fadir  of  hevin ;  the  trans- 
gressoure,  that  Besseyved  ^e  contree,  was  Adam,  the  first  fadir, 
that  dude  ayene  the  comaundement  of  god,  when  that  he  yete 
of  the  appiH ;  ancl  ther-for  he  was  ^  yoven  to  iiij.  tormentoures.  the 
fixate  toimentoz^r,  p&t  sette  him  in  presoune,  is  ^e  prison)  &  the  exile 
of  this  present  lyf ;  and  ther-f ore  it  is  wretin)  and  saide  thus,  Heu 
mihi!^  quia  incolatus  mexiB  prolongatus  est,  this  is  to  seye,  "  Alas  1 
for  my  dwellynge  place  is  proloyned  or  y-made  fer,*  sctZ.  ioye  of 
paradys,  that  was  lost  by  synne.  The  secounde  Tormentot^r,  ])at 
hilde  him,  is  the  wrecchidnesse  of  this  worlde,  the  wiche  Tormenti|?e 
vs  with  alman«r  of  peynis  &  wrecchidnesses.  The  thirde,  that 
slowhe  him,  is  dethe,  ^e  whiche  iugylithe  and  sleithe  vs  aUe.  The 
iiij.  ^t  devonrithe  him,  bethe  wormes;  for  when  a  man  dcyithe,  he 
is  yevin  to  the  mete  of  wormes.  And  therfore  the  iiij.  tormentours 
of  this  worlde  bethe  J?e  prison)  of  this  worlde  or  exil,  J?e  wrecchid- 
nesse of  the  worlde,  dethe,  and  wormes;  the  whiche  wolle  have 
Yengeaons  and  peyne,  for  trespas  of  the  first  man),  ynto  the  ende  of  the 
worlde.  for  the  preson)  holdi^e  ys,  wrecchidnesse  of  the  worlde 
bryngithe  in  alle  CYelis,  deje  slefe  ys,  &  wormes  gn&wipe  *  ys.  but 
oore  lords  Thesu  Crist,  sone  of  the  hie  Emperour,  toke  m^cy  wtt^ 
him,  and  lepte  oner  hillis  and  dalis,  bcU.  ))at  is  to  seye,  the  wrecchid- 
nesses of  this  worlde,  and  enterid  the  prisoune  of  helle,  &  toke  vs 
oate.  whenne  mercy  sawe  this,  that  the  sarvaunt  was  turnid  ayene, 
she  had  no  mater  to  playne,  ne  so])efa8tnesse  had  no  cause  to  pleyne, 
for  hir  fadir  was  founden)  true ;  and  Eyghtwyssenesse,*  the  thirde 
suster,  was  not  pleyning,  for  in  the  transgression)  rightwyssenesse 
was  excusid,  so  fat  dethe  was  had  &  lyf  ayene,  perisshing*  &  fynd- 
ynge  ayei^.  Then  pes  seynge  hir  sistris  alle  in  acorde,  and  Echou)  of 
hem  havinge  hir  purpose,  she  turnid  ayene ;  For  whenne  contencions 
&  stryf  wei'  cessid,  then)  pes  was  felashipid  among  hem).  And  now 
have  ye  hard  playnli  how  that  mercy  and  sothefastnesse  mette  togeder, 
&  Rightwisnesse  &  pes  kiste.  To  the  kyssyng  of  hcYenliche  Eeconsi- 
liacion)  he  bringe  ys,  that  is  named  saluator  Ihesus,  Qui  cum  patre  ^e. 

'  leaf  173,  col.  1.        *  mea,  MS.        »  for,  MS.        *  gnavithe,  MS. 
^  Sothefagtaesse  &  Byghtwyese,  MS. 
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[  XXXV.   ] 

THEODOSIUS  A  WISE  EMPJET^OURE. 

(tHB  HABFER  and  the  fishes.      SARL,  MS.  7833.) 

|heodosius  Reigned  a  wyse  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Borne,  the 
whiche  louid  afore  al  othir  thinges  the  melody  of  \>e  haipe.  hit 
happenid  on)  a  certeyne  day,  as  he  Rode  in  huntings,  that  he 
harde  the  soune  of  a  Swete  harpe^and  hit  was  so  swete  to  his  hert^that 
he  thowte  that  he  was  Ravishid  in  him  selfe.  he  Rode  abonte  this 
forest,  &  sowte  wher  this  harpe  myght  be  fonnde ;  and  at  the  laste 
he  sawe  a  pore  man,  sytting  be  a  water  syde,  harpynge :  &  Jer  come 
cute  of  that  water  so  swete  a  melody,  that  the  Emperouf  hard  neuer 
non  suche  afoi^.  And  therfore  the  Emperoure  Spake  to  him,  and 
saide,  *'  how  is  this,  that  so  swete  a  melody  passithe  oute  of  thin 
harpe  1"  "  Sir,"  quod  he,  "I  shalle  telle  yowe  the  sothe.  I  have 
dwelt  by  this  watir  wit^  my  wyf  and  wtt^  my  chylderin  xxx.**  yei*  ; 
and  god  hathe  yeve  me  swiche  grace,  that  euer  when  I  harpe  ther 
is  so  gentil  a  melodic,  that  alle  the  fishis  in  the  water  comithe  evin 
to  myn)  honde,  and  so  I  take  my  sustenaunce,  wherby  I,  Ss  my  wy^ 

>  leaf  173,  ool.  2. 

[Second  Version.    Addit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  14.] 

[VIII.  ] 

THeodosius  reigned  in  Rome,  that  amonge  s3i  the  goodes  of  the 
world  he  chose  the  harpe,  and  also  for  to  hunte,  in  resonable  tyme. 
%  It  happed  ^on  a  tyme,  as^  he  wente  to  hunte,  he  herde  the 
Inelodie  of  an  harpe  with  so  swete  a  sowne,  that  he  was  ravisshed  from 
hym  self*  for  swetnesse.  He  went  aboute  the  forest  to'  fynde  the 
melodic.  And  in  the  ende  of  the  Forest  he  foimde^  sittyng  a  poors  man, 
beside  a  watir,  havyng  in  his  honde  an  harpe,  ^and  harped  ;^  of*  ^the 
whiche  wente  oute  so  swete  a  melodie,  that  the  Emperoui'  ^thought  he^ 
herde  never  "^  none  suche  before.  H  The  Emperour  said,  "frende,  I  pray 
the  telle  me,  how  so  swete  a  melodie  gothe  out  of  thyn)  harpe  ?  "  IT  he 
said,  "I  and  my  wyf*  and  my  children)  have  dwelled  beside  Hhis 
water®  xxx.  wyntir,  and  god  hathe  yoven)^  me  grace,  that  whan  I 
touche  myxi)  harpe,  there  gothe  out  so  swete  a  sownde,  that  the 
fisshes  of  this  watir,  for  the^°  swetnesse  ^of  myn)  harpe  ^^  cometh^'  to 

'  ones  whanne.     .   '  for  to.        '  saw.        *  Om,        *  leaf  14,  back.        *  bad. 
'  Om.        •  here  this.        »  gyt        "  Om.        "  Otn.        "  oomyne. 
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&  mj  childeris)  bethe  I-foonde  and  Busteynid.  but,  sir,  ther  [is]  a 
mache  sorowfol  cas  ayenste  me,  for  in  that  opere  side  is  an  hisser  or 
a  siblatour,  and  he  hissithe  so  svretlye,  that  nowe  a-dayes  the  fisshe 
drawithe  to  him^  &  levithe  me ;  andl  ^erfor,  sir,  I  praye  yow  of  your 
helpe  a-yenst  this  hissei'."  ''I  shalle  yeve  the  goode  counseitt/' 
quod  the  Emp^our,  ''  For  I  have  hei'  in  my  pui^e  a  golden)  hoke, 
the  whiche  I  shalle  yeve  to  the ;  and  ])er-for  take  hit,  and  bynde  it 
to  the  ende  of  a  longe  yerde,  and  then  smite  vpon)  thin  harpe,  and 
-what  tyme  fovi  seist  hem  meve  in  the  vf&ter,  draw  hem  with  the 
hoke  to  the  londe ;  ])an  fou.  shalt  see  the  hissinge  of  the  hisser  shcdl 
do  the  none  harme.''  ]?enne  the  pore  man  was  glad,  and  dud  al  as 
the  Emperour  comaundid  him.  And  when  he  beganne  to  harpe, 
the  fisshis  gonne  meve  to  him-warde ;  and  when)  the  hisser  saw  that, 
he  tumid  from)  that  place  withe  gret  confusion),  and  the  pore  man) 
dwelt  stille  al  the  tyme  of  his  lyfe,  and  endid  gode  lyf e. 


N 


IfORALITEB.^ 

Ow,  sirs,'  this  Emperoure  is  Criste  Ihesa,  that  lovid  welle  to  go 
aboute  huntinge  of  soulis  'in  forest,  sciZ.  in  holy  chirche;  he 
>  Mortalitee,  MS.        *  sir,  MS.        '  leaf  173,  back,  ool.  1. 
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myn)  honde,  and  so  I  take  hem ;  and  by  hem  I  and  my  wyfi  and 
my  meyne  have  oure  sustenaunce  in  grete  plente.  %  But  alias  for 
sorow!  for  ^rom  the'  other  partie  of  the  watir  there'  cometti  an 
hissai',  that  hisseth  so  swetely,  that  many  daies  the  fisshes  leveth' 
me,  and  goth^  to  his  hissyng;  and  therfore^  in  this  nede  I  aske 
youre  helpe  agayn)  this  hissa^,  that  thus  disceiveth  me."  The 
Emperoui*  said,  "I  have  here  in  my*  purse  a  golden)  hoke,  the 
whiche  I  shatt  yeve  the.  have  it,  and  bynde  it  fast  in  the  ende  of 
a  yerde,  and  touche  thyn  harpe ;  and  with  this  hoke  thou  shalt  draw 
the  fishes  to  the^  lend,  and  tiie  hissyng  of  the  hissai'  shaH:  not  availe 
agayn)  the  melodic  of  thyn)  harpe."  %  The  poore  man  did  as  he  badde; 
and  whan  he  smote  on  his  harpe,  the  fisshes  began  for  to  stere. 
The  hissare,^  whan  he  sawe  this,  with  shame  and  confusion)  he  went 
away ;  And  the  poore  man  dwelled  there  aH:  his  lyfe  aftir. 

Beclaracio.     Frendes,  this  Emperoui'  is  our  lord  Ihesxi  crist, 
that  meketi  loved  to  hunte  after  soules  in  the  Forest,  that  is,  in  holy 

'  on  that        •  Om,        •  leve.        *  gone.        •  therfor,  sir,        •  this. 

'  Om.  •  hissyng,  MS. 
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lovithe  wel  the  harpe  of  holj[  Scripture  andf  of  theologie.  pQ  pore  mail), 
that  sittithe  by  the  water,  is  a  prechoyre  or  a  p/ielat,  the  wiche  owithe 
to  sitte  by  the  worlde,  &  not  al  in  hit,  bcU^  not  to  yeve  his  herte  in 
worldlinesse ;  an<$  he  owithe  to  have  an  harpe  in  his  honde  of  holy 
Bcnpture,  and  ther  wi'tA  to  worshipe  god,  after  the  seinge  of  the 
saline,  LaudtUe  eum  in  psaUerio  et  dthera,  ^is  is  to  seye,  preysithe 
youi'  lord  god  in  the  sawtrie  &  in  the  harpe.  But  in  dayes  that 
bethe  now  prechours  may  seye,  Alias  1  for  while  ]7ey  smitithe  the 
harpe,  bcU,  speke  the  wordes  of  god,  ^ere  comithe  an  hisser,  set/.  )>e 
devil,  &  he  whistelithe  so  swetly,  ])at  fisshis,  so//,  synners,  herithe 
no  worde  of  god,  but  tumithe  hem  to  dilectacion)  of  synne,  to 
whiche  the  deuii  temptithe  hem.  for  the  devil  hissithe  be  mony 
diuerse  weyes, — &  how  1  For  he  makijje  some  to  slepe,  that  they  hei* 
not  the  wordes  of  god ;  and  som  he  makithe  to  chatir  f aste ;  and 
hem  \ai  he  may  not  make  chatery  ne  slepe,  he  makithe  hem  to  have 
litle  swettnesse  or  non)  to  the  worde  of  god ;  and  some  he  makithe 
to  leve  ]7e  gode  wordes  of  god,  so  that  in  some  snare  or  grynne  he 
woUe  cacche  hem.  loo  1  man),  al  thes  hissinge^  hathe  ];e  deville, 
for  to  der^  the,  and  to  drawe  the  fro  ]7e  worde  of  god ;  and  thei'f or 
it  is  nedefuUe  to  euery  prelate  or  prechoure,  that  hathe  sogettes  to 
goueme,  to  take  an  hoke,  wyiL  to  aske  the  grace  of  god  a3enst  thes 

\Second  Version,    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

chirche;  and  moche  he  loved  the  harpe  of  dyvyn3rte,  and  of  the 
wysedome  of  god.  IT  The  poore  man,  that  satte  by  the  watir,  is  the 
prelate  or  the  prechoui*  of  goddes  worde,  that  oweth  to  sitte  beside 
the  world  and  not  in  the  world,  that  oweth  to  have  the  harpe  of 
holy  scripture,  and  with  that  praise  god,  and  fisshes,  that  be 
eynners,  to  draw  hem  out  of  this  world;  IT  unde  jRsalmis^o,  In  tympana 
et  Choro,  &c.  But  the  prechour  may  sey.  Alias  !  alias  !  for  while  I 
smyte  on  the  harpe,  that  is,  while  I  preche  or  teche  holy  writto, 
the  hissai'  is  there,  that  is,  the  devett,  that  strength  hymself*  so 
Bwetely  to  hysse,  that  the  fisshes,  that  be  synners,  here  not  the  worde 
of  god,  but  tumeth  hem  to  delites  and  vanytees.  IT  For  the  develi 
hysseth  and  temptet^  men  in  many  maners  in  the  sermon).  Some 
he  maketh  for  to  slepe ;  Some  he  maketh  to  langle ;  and  some  he 
maketh  to  have  no  savour*  in  goddes  worde ;  and  some  he  maketH 
for  to  go  away  from  the  Sermon,  f  Therfore  it  is  fuH  spedefuft  for 
©very  prelate  or  prechour^,  that  he  put  the  hoke  of  goddes  grace 
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hLssinge^ ;  &  so  wtt^  grace  he  shalle  diawe  many  synneres  oute  of 
synne  to  hevene.  he  bringe  vs  thedir,  Qui  cum  jpaire  ^  apiniu 
ssaicto  regnal  per  secula  /  Ameru 

[  XXXVI. 
SOLEMIUS  WAS  YM.VEmUR. 

(the  OUNinNG  OF  THE  UNFAITHFUL  BTEWABD.      SARL,  MS,  7888.) 

SOlemius  was  Emperoure  in  the  citte  of  Eome,  the  whiche  hadde 
a  dowt^  that  was  fail'  and  glorious  to  the  syte  of  men) ;  and  he 
louid  hir  so  muche,  that  he  ordeynid  to  kepe  hir  nyght  &  day 
wit^  T.  anned  knyghtes;  &  he  ordeynid  a  gret  mast^?*,  sotil  Ss  connynge 
in  many  craffte^  and  wieSf  for  to  Enforme  &  for  to  theche  the  kni^ies 
the  best  man^  wher  by  thei  myght  kepe  the  mayde.  Also  this  Em- 
•perorae  had  a  grehounde,  that  he  lovid  moche ;  &  he  bad  the  master 
of  kni3ti8  to  kepe  him  welle  eke.  And  aft^  this,  the  Emperour 
made  a  stiwarde  'in  his  Louse,  oner  al  thes.  So  in  a  certeyne  nyght, 
as  he  lay  in  his  bed,  he  thowte  to  yisite  ])e  holy  londe,  &  he  thowte 
to  f  nlfille  it  in  dede  j  and  he  ordeynid  pereioiQ  and  made  al  thinge 

^  leaf  173,  back,  ool.  2. 
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agayn)  the  Sibilacions  and  temptacions  of  the  fende,  by  ^the  whiche 
he  may  the  rathei^  drawe  hem  to  heven).  To  the  whiche  place  god 
brynge  ys  !    Amen. 

[IX.] 

POlemius  reigned  in  Eome,  that  had  but  oo  doughtir,  that  was  to 
aH  men  gracious,  the  whiche  the  fadir  loved  ^mekeH.  %  And  so 
tliis  Emperour^  ordeyned  v.  knytes  to  kepe  wele  his  doughtir 
bothe  day  and  nyght ;  and  over^  the  knyghtes  he  ordeyned  a  maister 
of  dyverse  artes,  that  shuld*  enforme  the  knyghtes  how  thei  myght 
kepe  wele  'this  maiden).*  Also  the  Emperoui*  hadde  a  Greyhound, 
that  he  loved ;®  and  toke  hym  to^  the  maister  of  the  knyghtes,  that 
he  shuld  have  hym  in  kepyng.  %  He  made  also  a  Steward  in  his 
house.  Whan  afi  this  was^  ordeyned,  as  he  lay  ones  in  his  bedde, 
he  thought  he  wolde  visite®  the  holy  loud.  IT  And  whan  he  hadde  ^^ 
ordeyned  idl  thyng  for  his  lomay,^^  he  called  to  hym  his  Steward, 

'  leaf  15.        *  in  80  mych  that  he.        '  on.        *  he  sholde,         '  the  mayde. 

*  loued  mych.  ^  Om,  '  was  done  and.  '  decfyre. 

*^  had  done  and.  "  way. 
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redy  for  his  viage.  And  when  al  thing  was  Hedy,  he  clepid  to  him 
his  stiwarde,  and!  saide,  "  frend  myn),  I  purpose  to  go  to  the  holy 
londe,  &  ther-for  I  commytte  to  fy  powei*  my  dowter  fat  I  love 
moche  as  myn)  oune  harte ;  ancJ  ther-for  I  charge  the  she  want  noth- 
yuge,  but  fat  she  have  alle  thinge  that  a  goode  virgine  shulde  have, 
that  may  tome  hir  to  loye  ancJ  to  comforte.  Also  Jat  f  ow  do  welle 
with  my  grehounde."  AncJ  he  [saide],  "  I  leve  in  to  thi  kepinge 
the  V.  kni3t««,  that  bethe  the  keperes  of  my  dowter,  fat  hem  want 
or  lak  nothing ;  and  yf  fou  do  al  this  wele  in  myn)  absence,  fow 
shalt  have,  when)  I  come  home  ayene,  faire  jiltes  andf  grete  avamis- 
mentw."  Thenne  saide  the  stiwarde,  "s«r,  whan  ye  go,  I  pray 
god  go  wltJi  yowe,  and  youre  wille  shalle  be  fulfillid  towching  my 
pcrsone.'*  the  Emperoure  yede  to  the  holy  londe,  and  the  stiwarde 
kepte  wel  his  charge  a  longe  tyme  aftir  his  goynge ;  til  in  a  certeyne 
day  he  sawe  the  damiseli  walke  by  hir  selve  in  a  gardyn).  po  was 
he  Ravashid  into  the  love  of  hir,  and  yede  to  hir,  and  ayenste  hir 
wille  lay  be  hir  in  synne ;  and  when  the  synne  was  I-do,  he  hatidhir 
more  than  euer  he  did  eny  creature,  &  pat  hir  oute  of  the  palyse,  in 

[Second  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

and  said  to  hym,  "Frende,  I  wille  ^  go  to  the  holy  lond,  and  first  I 
leve  to  the  my  doughtir,  for  to  kepe  as  myn)  owne  hert ;  and  I' 
comaunde  the,  that  she'  defaute  of  none^  thyng,  but  ^to  have^  sH 
loye  and  gladnesse,  as  longeth^  to  a  maiden)^  for®  to  have.  If  Also 
the  V.  knyghtes  I  leve  to  the,  that  are  kepers  of  my  doughtii',  and* 
none  of  hem  have  defaute.  IT  Also  that  thou  norissh  my  Greyhound,^* 
as  'is  necessary  for  hym  ;^^  and  yf  thou  do  this  trewly,  as  I  have 
said,  thou  shalt  have  grete  mede  whan  I  come  agayn)."  The 
Steward  said,  "  In^^  as  moche  as  I  may,  I  shtdl  fulfiUe  youre  wille." 
IT  Whan  this  was  said,  the  Emperour  toke  his  way  to  the  holy  lond, 
^and  the  Steward  kept  the  ordenaance  a  while  after  the  Emparour 
was  gone.i*  IT  But ^*  it  'befelle  vpon)^^  a  day,  that  the  Steward  saw  'the 
maiden)  ^^  walke  in  the  gardeyn),  and  anon)^^  he  was  taken)  in  her  love ; 
wherfore  anon),  agayn)  her  wille,  he  defouled  her.  IT  Whan  he  hadde 
synned  with  hei^,  he  had  her  more  in  hate  than  he  before  loved  her  ;^* 

*  wole,  pagnm.        •  Om,        '  she  haue.        *  no.        •  Om, 
•itfallyth,         ^  maydo.         •    Om.        "that         "  grehoundys. 
"  it  is  necessarious  for  hem.  '•  Syr,  in. 

*^  The  Btuard  whan  he  saw  this,  the  Emperour  was  gone,  a  while  he  kept 
his  ordenauns. 

"  Om,       '*  fiile  on.       '«  this  mayde.       "  Offi.       "  her  with  all  his  hert. 
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80  muche  that  for  defa^te  she  beggid!  hir  brede  fro  doi'  to  doi'.  And 
when)  the  Imv^tes  sawe  that  she  was  aweye,  thei  yede  to  the  sty  ward 
and  putte  to  him  suche  a  cryme.  What  dude  he  but  yede,  &  spoy- 
led  al  the  kni^ies  of  hir  goodes,  and  put  hem  oute  of  the  palys. 
whenne  they  were  putte  oute  of  the  palyse,  some  of  hem,  for  defaute 
of  godes,  bicome  thevis,  some  man-killers,  and  dude  muche  harme ; 
and  when  |>e  master  of  the  kni3te«  saw  this,  he  blamid  him  j  &  fero' 
foie  he  slowhe  him  anon),  pe  stiwarde  kepte  wele  the  grehounde, 
bat  at  ye  la^te  he  brak  loos,  and  Eanne  aweye.  At  the  laste  tithinge*^ 
come  to  the  Stiward,  that  the  Emperour  drewe  homeward,  and  wolle 
sone  be  at  home,  the  stiwarde  thought  to  him  selfe,  *^  hit  may  not 
be  but  I  shalle  be  accusid  of  my  wicked  service,  |>at  I  have  done. 
Aha !  I  shcdl  do  wel  ynow ;  my  lorde  is  gracious,^  &  ther-for  I  shall 
go  my  selfe,  &  accuse  me,  &  put  me  in  his^  grace."  when  the  sty- 
ward  barde  telle,  that  the  lord  was  nye  at  the  palys,  the  styward 
made  him  nakid,  and  toke  iij.  cordes  in  his  honde,  Ss  met  so  with  his 

*  gracionuB,  MS.  '  leaf  174,  col.  1. 
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wherfore  he  put  her  out  of  the  paleys.  .Than  the  maiden),'  for  grete 
defaute,  begged  from  dorre  to  dorre  hei'  mete.  IT  The  knyghtes,  that 
were  the  kepers,  Vhan  thei  perceyved  this,^  thei  blamed  the 
Steward  for  his  dede.  If  Whan  Hhe  Steward  ^  had  herd  her  vndir- 
takyng,^  be  dispoy led  the  knyghtes  of  cdl  her  goodes,  and  put  hem 
out  of  the  paleys  ^of  the  Emperoui';  and^  afterward  some  of  the 
knyghtes  were  theves,^  for  defaute;  and  some  were  robbers  and 
ravenours,  and  did  meketi  wikkednesse.  IT  Whan  the  maister  wist  of 
this,  he  blamed  sharply  the  Steward,  bothe  for  the  doughtir  and  for 
^tbe  koyghtes.  anon)  the  Steward  for  angre  slough  the  maister  of* 
the  knyghtes.  IT  After ^  this  the  Steward  herd  tydynges,  that  the 
Emp<?rour  was  comyng  homeward,  than  he  Vas  aferde  gretly^ 
with  in  hym  self*,  and  thought,  <'  it  may  not  be,  but  I  shall  be 
accused  of  my  trespasse ;  and  I  ^know  wele^^  my  lord  the  Emperour 
is  mercifuil.  %  It  ig  better  to  me  ^that  I **  with  mekenesse  go *'  agayn) 
hym,  and  accuse  my  self*,  and  anke  his  mercy,  before  that  other  ^gone 
and^^  shew  my  trespace  to  my  lord."  If  The  Steward  anon)  put  of  ell 
his  clothes,  oute  take  his  sherte,  and  his  breche ;  and  thre^^  cordes  he 
toke  iu  his  right  honde,  and  bare  foote  he  wente  to  mete  the 

'  mayde, passim,        *  Om,         'he.         *  vndurakyng,        *  Om. 

•  giete  theves.       '  leaf  15,  back.       •  Aoone.       •  ferid  grete.       '"  wele  inowe. 

"  Om.  »•  to  go.  »*  go.  '*  the,  MS. 
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^  lorde  ;  an($  when  the  Emperoui'  saw  the  atiward  come  ayenste  him  in 
Bwiche  aray,  he  mervayliJ  hilie  in  his  herte.  And  when  the  SiiwaiJ 
come  in  to  him,  he  kneli($  downe,  and  salude  the  Emperour.  ])enn6 
the  Empe7*ouTe  seyde,  **  aey,  man,  how  is  it,  fat  thowe  metist  me  in 
Bwiche  a-Eay,  sithe  thow  art  my  stiwan),  &  sholdest  have  mette  witA 
me  withe  a  gret  host  1**  "  A  !  lorde,"  quod  the  sti  ward,  "  ther  is  hap- 
pid  with  me  swiche  a  oas  sithe  ye  went,  fat  it  is  most  seinynge  that 
I  mete  with  yow  thus."  ''  what  cas  is  that  f  "  saide  the  Emperoure. 
"  A !  sir,  ye  must  aske  of  me  firste  whi  and  wherfore  I  bei^  thes  iij. 
cordes  in  my  honde."  "  whi,"  quod  the  Emperonre,  "  berist  )»u  fe 
iij.  cordes?"  "sir,**  saide  he,  "Je  first  cord  is  to  hynd  me  honde 
&  fote,  and  that  so  strongly,  til  blode  brest  oute  in  eche  side,  for  I 
have  weldeservid  hit ;  The  secounde  corde  is  to  bynde  me  to  the  fete 
of  horse,  so  longe,  til  tyme  pat  J?e  pavement  have  I-frett  the  fleshe  fro 
the  bone,  for,  sir,  that  peyne  is  litle  I-nowhe  in  sight  of  the  trespas 
that  I  have  trespassid  to  yowe  ^ ;  and  the  thirde  corde  is  to  honge 
me  withe  in  a  lebette,  so  longe,  til  tyme  that  briddis  come  to  my 
body,  and  have  etyn  hit  vp,  for,  811*,  this  peyne  ia  litil  y-now  for 

*  yow,  MS. 
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Empcroure.  ^  And'^  whan  the  Emperoui^  sawe  him  aferre  in  siiche 
araye,  he  mervailed,  the  Steward,  whan  his^  lord  come  nere,'  he 
Jcneled  downe,  and  saluted  hym.  IT  The  Emp^our  said,  "  how  is  it 
witfi  the,  that  in  suche  forme  thou  comest  ayenst*  me?"  IT  "My 
lord,"  he  said,  "there  is  fallen)  agaynst*  me  a  grevous  caase."  The 
-emperoui*  said,  "What  is  thati"  "Al  my  lord,  ye®  must  aske 
me''  first  whi  y  here  thise  iij.  cordes  in  myn)  hande."  The  Em- 
perouT*  said,  ^*Whi  berest  thou  tho  iij.  cordes  in  thyn)  hande  1" 
"**  Sir,"  he  said,  "  the  first  corde  is  to  bynde  me  hande  and  foote,  so 
longe  and  so  strongely,  vnto  the  bloode  gone®  out  on  every*  parte, 
for  I  have  wele  deserved  it ;  IT  The  seconde  corde  ^^  is  for  to  drawe  me 
with^^  on  the  pament,  so  longe,  tille  the  stones  departe  the  flessH 
from  the  bones  ;^2  for  this  payne  is  to  me  ^*  profite,  for  the  trespasse 
that  I  have  done  agayns  ^*  you ;  H  The  thirde  corde  is  to  hange  me  with^ 
on  the  Gobet,  so  longe,  ^tille  the^®  briddes  of  heven  come  downe,  and 
«itte  on  my  hede,  and  my^^  body,  and  fille  hem  on^®  my  fiessH;  for 

■  Om.        •  the.        •  nere  hym.         *  ayene.        •  agayne.        •  he  eeyde,  ye. 

'  Om,        •  go.         »  either  ether.         "  Otn.         »'  Om,         '»  body. 

"  Om.  "  agayne.  "  Om.  "  vnto.  "  on  my,  "  oi 
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swiche  a  trespas  as  I  have  I-do  to  yowe.  &  fereioTy  gracious  lorde,  I 
aske  grace  &  mercy,  for  I  dar  not  confesse  myn  synne,  tyl  tyme  that 
I  have  graunt  of  youre  grace."  "  Sey  what  hit  is,"  quod  the  Empcr- 
our,  "  for  sothely  ])ou  shalt  have  grace,  what  so  exiere  hit  be,  for  the 
gret  pite  that  I  have  now  in  ^i  contrieioui^  and  lownesse."  "  Alias ! 
lorde,"  saide  he,  "  for  I  have  stolne  the  floure  of  yirginitee  fro  your 
doater,  and  put  hir  out  of  the  palis,  that  I  wot  welle.  For  grete  favte 
she  beggithe  hir  mete  fro  doi'  to  doi' ;  and,  sir,  ^i  kni3tes  I  have  Eob- 
bicl  &  spoyled,  and  put  hem)  oute  of  the  palys,  fsi  for  mischef  thei 
Kobhithe  and  spoylithe,  for  hir  lyf-lode ;  and  the  master  of  hem  I 
have  slayne ;  but  thi  grehounde  I  fedde  wele,  and  tyde  him  wiUi  a 
cheyne,  but  he  brake  his  cheyne,  and  Ran)  awey,  that  I  not  wher  he 
ia."  when  the  Emperour  harde  thes  wordes,  he  was  hili  mevid  in 
mynde,  &  thought  that  it  was  a  cursid  man) ;  and  ]k)  he  seyde  thus, 
**  &  hast  thowe  ^foylid  my  dowter,  and  put  hir  oute  of  the  pahs,  that 
I  lovid  so  muche ;  &  hast  pou  put  oute  and  Eobbid  my  y.  gode  kni^tes,^ 
&  slayne  the  master,  hir  techei  1  Now  for  sothe,  &  be  seynte«  that  X 

>  leaf  174,  col.  2. 

[Second  Version.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

this  payn)  longeth  to  trespassours  suche  as  I  am.  Therfore,^  gracious 
lord,  have  mercy  on  me,  for  I  dare  not  shew'  my  trespasse,  tille  I 
^have  grace."*  IF  The  Emperour  paid,  "^I  yeve  the  grace."*  IF  Than^ 
the  Steward  said,  ''  alias !  alias !  I  have  defouled  youre  dough tir^ 
and  put  her  out  of  youre  paleys,  and  for^  defaute  she  seketh  her 
biede  from  dorre  to  dorre.  If  Also  the  knyghtes  I  have  dispoyled,. 
wherfore  for  defaute  some  are  theves,  and  some  ^are  ravenours;^  IT  and 
the  maiBter  of  the  knyghtes  I  have  slayu).  But  the  Greyhound  I 
have  fedde  right  wele,  and®  in  as  moche  as  I  myght,  and  bound 
hym'  by  a  chayne ;  but  he  brake  the  chayne,  and  rynneth  aboute 
the  countre."  IT  Whan  the  Emperour  had^^  herde  this,  he  was  gretely 
stered  with  in  hym  self,  and  said,  *'  hast  thou  corrupt  my  doughtir,, 
that  I  love  so  moche;  and  put  out  my  knyghtes,  and  slayn)  the- 
maister  of  the  knyghtes,  and  that  I  loved  leest,  that  is,  the  Grey- 
hound,  to  hym  thou  toke  ^^  grete  kepe?   ^And  I  had^'  not  beforer 

'  Mi.         *  Bhew  to  you.        '  be  certified  of  your  mercy.     And  than. 
^  I  se  thi  grete  mekenes  and  contrioione,  therfore  telle  me  thi  trespas,  fos* 
tboa  f^alie  fynde  mercy." 

*  On.        •  for  grete.         ^  grete  robbers.         ■  Om.        •  Om* 
»•  Oin..  '» leaf  16.  '»  Had  I. 
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have  sowte,  wei'  not  that  I  grauntid  to  the  grace,  ^ow  shiildest  not 
scape  pe  foulest  dethe  fat  I  coude  deme ;  NenerJ^eles  my  woide  mot 
stonde,  and  fou  art  a  wyli  felowe.  ]?oa  shalt  go  now,  &  seche  my 
dowt^,  for  thow  shalt  wedde  hir  to  wyfe  -,  and  yf  euy  harme  come 
to  hir  hens  forward  in  thi  defaute,  8o|>ely  ])ou  shalt  have  dohble 
peyne.  and  go  brynge  the  kni^tes  ayene,  and  sette  hem  as  they  wei^, 
and  Restore  hem  to  hir  goodes  ayene,  and  also  the  grehounde^  and 
tye  him  stronglye;  fat  fere  neuer  moi'  fro  hennys  forthewaid  be 
founde  defavte  in  the,  towching  eny  of  them."  Then  the  stiward 
knelid,  and  thonkid  the  Emp^roure  for  his  m^cy  &  grace ;  and  yede 
ahowte  in  the  Empii'  to  seche  the  mayde,  the  kni3tes,  &  the  gro- 
hounde  j  &  he  fonde  hem,  &  browt  hem  home,  and  Wit/t  grete  wo> 
shipe  weddid  the  mayde,  and  Restorid  ayene  the  goodes  to  the  knijtes, 
and  Endid  fair^. 

HORALITEB.^ 

DEre  bretherin),  this  Emperonre  is  onre  lorde  Ih^^a  Criste ;  the 
fair^  dowter  is  the  soule  of  man,  made  to  his  owne  likenesse ;  )>e  v. 

*  Mortalitee,  Ma 
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foigeren  the,  and  so  mekeH  have  loved  thi  self*,  I  shuld  have 
condempned  the  to  the  most  foule  deth.  ^  Therfore  go  anon),  and 
brynge  agayn)  my  doughtir,  for  thou  shalt  have  her  to  wyf" ;  and  yf 
Nahe  falle  in^  any  evell  thurgh^  thi  defaute  from*  hens  forward,  I 
shaii  double  thi  payne.  IT  Go  also,  and  bryng  agayn)  my  knyghtes  to 
her  first  dignyte,  and  yeld  hem  agayn)  aXt  that  thou  hast  taken)  from 
hem  ;  and  the  maister  also.  ^  And  seke  diligently  the  Greyhound, 
tille  thou  have  founde  hym ;  and  than  bynde  hym  fast,  that  from 
^hens  forward*  no  defaute  be  founde  in  the  of  a&  thise."  IT  The 
Steward,  whan  he  had^  herd  this,  he  lowted  downe,  and  thanked 
Hhe  Emperour^  of  his  grete  mercy ;  and  went  than  thurgh  aB.  the 
Empire,  and  ^so  he^  sought,  and  brought  agayn)  the  doughtir  witfi 
^grete  worshipp ;  IT  and  brought  agayn)'  the  knyght««  ^to  ati  her 
goodes;'  and  than^^  wedded  the  'doughtir,  and^^  lived  in  pease  sH 
^her  lyf  tyme^^  aftir. 

Deolaraoio.     Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  oui'  lorde  Ihe^u  crist 
The  faire  doughtir  is  the  soule,  made  to  the  likenesse  of  god.     The 

'  ther  falle.         'in.        '  Om,        *  bens  fortbe  ware.         •  Om, 
•  hym.         '  Om,        •  Om,        •  and  the  grehounde.         "  Om, 
"  doughtur  with  grete  worship  ;  and  restoryd  agayne  to  the  knyghtes  ther 
goodes  that  he  had  take  away,  and  so.  *'  his  lyfe. 
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kni3te8  betli  the  v.  witter,  annicJ  thorow  vertu  of  baptisme,  an^  thes 
bethe  yeve  to  kepe  the  so  vie.  the  mast^  of  the  kni^te^  is  Eeson), 
the  stiwarJ  is  euery  liu^r  to  whom  go<)  hathe  yeven  a  sowje  to  kepe, 
yp  peyne  of  lesynge  of  euerlastinge  lyffe.  But  then  the  wrecchid 
man)  ofle  tymes  hathe  no  mynde  of  perilis  that  bethe  comynge ;  & 
^en)  he  lesithe  his  sonle  by  synne,  &  puttithe  it  oute  from)  the  palys 
of  heyene,  and  so  it  gothe  fro  doi'  to  doi',  as  a  corrupt  an<$  f^  filidl 
viigine.  &  also  he  puttithe  oute  the  v.  kni3te«,  scU,  ])at  is  to  seye, 
ynwitteff,  and  spoylithe  hem  of  good  yertues ;  and  so  sum  of  hem 
be)>e  theyis,  &  some  lurdaynes.  so  ])e  s^te  see|>  vnleful  8it6«,  ]>e  eris 
herynge  ynhonest  and  ynlef ul  talkinges,  lesyngea,  &  bacbitinge^,  and 
detiacciouns;  and  no  ^wonder,  for  hir  gou^mot^r,  sciL  Eesoii},  is  slayne, 
as  ofte  as  a  man  is  gouemid  by  sensualite,  and  by  steiynge  of  |Ieshe, 
and  not  by  Eesos).  but  the  grehounde,  scih  the  flesl^c,  is  I-fed 
deyntili,  &  bounde  wtt/i  the  chayne  o|  luste,  the  whiche  ofte  tymes 
biekithe,  &  dothe  many  Evelis.  but,  sirs,  j^e  Emp^oure  comithe 
nowe  fro  the  holy  londe,  scih  oui'  lorde  Iha^u  Criste  is  to  come  from) 
the  holy  londe,  scH,  from)  heyene,  to  ])e  dome ;  and  ther-for,  yf  we 
do  wysely,  late  ys  do  as  the  Stiward  did,  when  he  harde  telle  of  thp 

*  leaf  174,  back,  col.  1. 
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y.  knyghtes  are  oure  v.  witter,  armed  by  the  yertu  of  oure  baptyme ; 
thise  are  yeyeu)  to  k<^pe  ])e  soule.  The  maister  of  knyghtes  is  Eeston), 
that  oweth  to  rewle  the  wittes ;  The  Greyhounde  is  the  flessh,  IT  The 
Steward  is  eyery  man,  to  whom  is  yeveh)  a  soule  to  kepe  of  god, 
ypon)  payn)  of  eyei^  lastyng  dethe.  IT  But  wrecched  man  thynkes  not 
of  thinges  that  are  to  come,  but  ofte  sithes  defouleth  the  soule  with 
synne^  and  put  her  out  of  the  paleys ;  and  she  gothe  from  doorre  to 
done,  that  is,  from  synne  ynto  synne.  If  And  the  y.  knyghtes,  that 
are  the  y.  wittes,  that  were  put  out,  and  made  theyes  and  rayenours, 
that  is,  sight,  that  seet£  ynlef  oH  thynges,  and  [heryng,  that]  gladly 
hereth  lesynges  and  sclaunderynges  ;  and  thus  of  aH  the  other  wittes. 
If  And  the  maister  of  the  wittes  is  Eesou),  whiche  is  slayn)  whan  man 
is  rewled  by  wille,  and  not  by  reson) ;  and  whan  wille  is  rewled  by 
leeon),  than  is  the  maister  Eeson)  brought  alyye  agayu).  %  But  the 
Greyhounde  is  the  flessh,  whiche  is  deyntely  fedde,  and  boundeu) 
with  the  cheyne  of  lust ;  the  which  he  ofte  breketh,  and  geteth  hym 
many  eyels.  IT  But  weteth  wele,  the  Empcrour  is  to  come,  that  is,  oure 
lord,  to  the  dome,     do  thou  therfore  ^  the  steward  did,  and  mak^ 

OESTA.  10 
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comynge  of  his  lorde,  seil.  for  to  thinke  that  devdis  and  al  the 
worlde  wolle  accuse  vs  to  him,  but  yf  we  come  afoi',  and  accuse  ooie 
selvena  And  ^erfore  let  vs  do  awej  ouie  clothinge,  sciL  ouie  olde 
lyf,  and  bei'  iij.  corded  in  oure  hondes,  scil,  on)  to  bynde  ys  with,  ml, 
contricioTte ;  the  whiche  byndethe  not  Only  hondes  &  fete,  but  al  the 
membris  of  vs  bo])e  inward  and  outward  hit  owe  to  bynde  so  strongly, 
that  ynto  the  tyme  fat  the  bloode,  scil.  synne,  go  aweye  in  eaery 
syde ;  for  as  ^e  apostle  seithe,  In  quacumqoQ  hora  ingemuerU  peeeor 
tor,  salvua^  erit,  ]>is  is  to  seye,  In  what  tyme  or  in  what  houre  the 
spmer  is  contrite  or  sory  for  his  synnys,  he  shalle  be  sal  The 
secounde  corde,  that  is  to  drawe  him  by  the  pavyment,  is  confessioi]) 
of  thi  mouthe,  shewinge  thi  liuinge,  fro  the  begynnyng  of  thi  perfite 
discrecion)  vn  to  that  daye  of  confession) ;  and  ^re  withe,  wil.  wtt/i 
confessioun),  fow  Owiste  to  be  drawe  so  longe,  til  tyme  that  the 
fleshe,  scil.  delectaciouns  of  flesshely  affecciouns,  be  Enbbid  awey, 
from)  the  bone,  scil.  ])i  mynde,  by  ]»  stonis  of  penaunce,  for  as  the 
ston)  is  harde  in  f elinge,  so  is  penaunoe  hard  in  sufferyng.  \)e  corde, 
that  thow  shuldeste  have  to  honge  the  wtt^,  is  satisfaccion) ;  for  the 
Apostel  seithe,  Stutpendium  Eligit  anima  meUy  This  is  to  seye.  My 

soule  hathe  choson)  hongment ;  for  Eight  as  a  thinge  is  Eaysid  fro  ^ 

*  galas,  MS. 
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satisfaccion) ;  and  thou  owest  to  thynk*  that  the  world  and  the  fende 
shuH  accuse  the  but  yf*  thou  first  rynne  to  god,  as  the  Steward  did, 
and  make  satisfaccion)  for  thi  synne.  %  First  do  of  thi  clothes,  that 
is,  thyn)  olde  ev^  lyf,  and  here  iij.  cordes  in  thi  honde.  the  first 
corde  is  to  bynde  the  wit£;  this  corde  is  ^contricion),  the  whiche 
owetll  not  to  bynde  alone  the  handes  and  feete,  but  att  tiie  membres, 
wit!l  in  forthe  and  witll  oute,  so  longe  and  so  strongely,  vnto  the 
bloode,  that  is  synne,  go  out  to  every  parte ;  For  as  the  appostle 
saith,  %  In  what  houre  a  synnei^  sorowetfi  for  his  synnes,  he  shdS  be 
sauf*.  %  The  second  corde  is  to  drawe  the  with ;  that  is  confession), 
that  oweth  to  drawe  the  from  the  begynnyng  of  thi  lif*  Tnto  this 
day,  by  the  pament  of  thy  mouthe,  so  longe,  Tnto  thi  flessh,  that  is, 
delectacion)  of  flessh,  be  departed  by  the'  stones  of  penaunce ;  %  For 
as  the  stone  is  harde,  so  is  penaunce  harde  to  the  doei^.  IT  The  third 
corde  is  to  hange  the  with,  that  is,  on  the  Gebet  of  satisfaccioxi) ;  Of 
the  whidl  han^ng*  speketh  the  apposUe,  and  saith,  My  soule  hatll 

'  leaf  16,  back.  '  thi,  MS. 
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erthe  by  hongysge,  Eight  so  is  the  synf uUe  Raisid  fro  synnys  to  god, 
by  honging  of  Satisf accion).  And  thenne  he  owithe  to  be  so  longe  in 
the  lebette,  «ct/.  in  f ulfillinge  of  satisfaccion),  til  tyme  fai  briddes,  sciL 
angeles  of  hevene,  be  fillid  with  his  goode  workis ;  for  it  is  seide 
thiiBy  Mains  gaudium  Est  in  cdo  coram  angeZis  dei  super  vno  peccatare 
penitenciam  agente,  quarn^  supra  ^nonaginta  notcem  iustos  non  Indi- 
genies  penttendam^  ^is  is  to  sey,  it  is  moi'  loye  in  hevene  by-foi'  ^e 
aongelis  of  god  ypon)  oo  synner  doyng  penaonce,  ])an  ypon)  nyntye 
&  njue  lust  men)  or  Eightwis  men  that  nedithe  no  penaonce.  And 
^erf ore,  yf  thow  do  so,  scil.  honge  the  so  in  the  lubett  off  Satisfaccion), 
Sotbely  then  the  Emperouie  of  hevene  wolle  have  compassion)  and 
pitee  of  fe^  and  yeve  the  mercye.  And  when  the  stiwarde  hade 
grace,  he  yede  abonte  the  Empire,  and  so  most  pan  do,  sciL  go  abonte 
thi  doynge  of  diuerse  werkes  of  mercye,  til  thow  have  foimde  thi 
soule  ayene,  pat  thow  haddist  loste,  and  bring  hir  ayene  to  the  palys 
of  bolye  chirche.  &  sette  thenne  ^i  v.  wittis  in  a  Eight  stat,  & 
gQXieme  hem  wel ;  &  bryng  home  thi  grehonnde,  scH.  the  fleshe,  and 
fede  it  so  scarsly,  that  hit  breke  no  more  loos ;  and  so  fro  that  tyme 
f  ortheward  so  goueme  thi  lyf,  that  it  hap  the  nomoi'  to  misrule  noon) 
of  hem ;  and  then,  Yrith  oute  dowte,  ])0u  pursuest  for  j^e  lyf  that 
eoer  ahalle  lasts  in  bUsse.     Ad  quam  nos  perduccU  '  &c. 

*  quia,  MS.  *  leaf  174,  back,  ool.  2.  '  pardaoat,  MS. 
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choBen)  hangyng;  for  as  a  man  by  hangyng  is  lifte  yp  from  the 
erthe.  Eight  so  a  synner  is  lifte  vp  from  synne  to  god,  by  hangyng 
of  satisfaccion).  and  he  oweth  to  hange  so  longe,  vnto  the  briddes 
of  heven),  that  be  the  aungels  of  god,  come  downe,  and  be  ful- 
filled of  his  flessh,  that  is,  of  fiie  good  werkes ;  %  For  it  is  more  gretter 
loye  to  the  aungels  in  heven  of  a  syunei'  lliat  dothe  penaunce  for 
his  synne,  than  of  other  that  nedeth  no  penaunce.  %  The  Steward 
brought  agayn)  the  doughtir  by  sekyng  aboute.  So  behoveth  the  to 
goo  aboute  by  dyverse  werkes  of  mercy,  tille  thou  fynde  thi  soule 
that  thou  hast  lost,  and  brynge  her  agayn)  to  holy  chirche.  and 
rewle  wele  thi  wittes  v.  and  fede  the  greyhound  mesurably,  that  is, 
rewle  wele  thi  flessh  in  mete  and  dryi^e,  and  amende  thi  lyf  from 
hens  forward  in  alle  thynges,  lest  it  falls  worse  to  the  afterward ; 
and  yf  thou  leve  wele  thi  lyf*,  thou  shalt  have  blisse  with  outen 
ende.     Amen. 
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[  XXXVII.   ] 

CESAR  WAS  A  WISE  EMPJS^^OUEEL 
(the  emperor  and  his  oook.) 

OEsar  was  a  wise  Emperoure  Eegnynge  in  the  citee  of  Borne ;  the 
wiche  hat)  a  forest^  in  ^  whiche  he  made  to  be  plontid  &  sette 
many  yynis  and  trees.  Andl  he  made  oner  this  forest  a  stiwaidy 
named  lonathas,  a  wise  man)  &  a  Eedy ;  the  whiche  he  chargejd,  yp 
gret  peyne,  that  he  shnlde  kepe  wele  swiche  thinge  as  he  had  I-sette 
in  that  forest.  And  this  lonathas  entirid  into  this  office,  and  kepte 
it  wel  &  wisly,  til  a  cas  felle,  that  a  sweyne  enterid  into  hit,  and 
wrotide,^  and  shent  the  yonge  plantis,  that  wei'  nolye  sette.  Anoid 
as  the  keper  saw  this  harms,  he  hente  of  the  Swynis  tayle ;  and  ^ 
swyne  yede  oute  ayene,  with  a  grete  crye.  Nenertheles  hit  cam 
ayene  the  next  day,  and  did  moi'  harme  than  he  dud  afore ;  and 
then  lonathas  smote  of  his  lyfte  ei';  and  the  swyne  Ranne  oute, 
wtt^  a  gret  crye.  bat  yit,  not  withestondinge  fia,  It  come  ayene 
the  thirde  day  af  tir ;  and  then  lonathas  smote  of  his  right  er^ ;  'and 
euer  he  Ranne  ayene,  with  an  orible  crijnge,  as  he  did  afore,    bat 

"  wrotithe,  MS.  »  leaf  176,  coL  1. 
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[X.] 

CEsar  was  Emperom'  of  Rome,  that  had  a  forest,  in  the  which  he 
hadde^  planted yynes,  and  other  dyuerse  trees  many;  and  he 
ordeyned  over  his  forest  a'  Steward,  whos  name  was  lonatas,  bid- 
dyng  hym,  vpon^  payi^»  to  kepe  the  yynes  and  the  plantes.  ^  It  feUe 
afterweuxl^^  this  ordenaimce  of  the^  Emperour,  that  lonatas  toke  in^ 
cure  of  the  forest ;  ^and  vpon)^  a  day  there  entred  a  swyne,  and  the  new 
plantes  in  the  forest  he  wroted.  IT  Whan  lonatas  sawe®  the  Swyne 
entre,  he  cutte  of  his  tails;  and  the  Swyne  made  a^  crie,  and  went^^  out 
[Neuertheles  he  entred  agayne,  and  dyd  myche  harme  in  the  forest. 
Whan  lonatas  saw  that,  he  kytte  of  his  left  ere.  The  hogge  made  a 
grete  crye,  and  went  out.^^]  %  And^*  notwithstondyng  this,  he  entred 
agayn)^  the  thirde  day.^^  That  saw  lonatas,  and  cutte  of  his  right  ere, 

'  On.        ■  a  wyee  man.        •  on  grete.        *  after.        *  this.        •  the. 

'  but  on.  •  eye.  '  a  grete.  *•  ran. 

»*  Supplied  from  MS.  C.        "  Om,        "  ayene.        '^  tyme. 
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yit  it  wolde  not  leve  fere  bye,  but  come  a-yene  in  the  Foortfi  daye, 
and  did  moo  ivelis  j  and  tho  lonathas  tooke  a  spere,  and  smote  him 
thorow  tbe  \j.  aidis ;  &  sent  the  body  to  the  Cook  of  the  Emperonre, 
and  oomaundid  that  he  sholde  araye  hit  for  the  "EmperourB  mete. 
And  when)  the  Emp^rour  was  sette  to  mete,  he  was  seivid  of  that 
sweyne;  and  thenne  the  Emperouie  askid  of  his  sarvannt,  whei' 
the  herte  was  ferot^  for  he  lovid  the  herte  of  enery  beste  more  than 
he  did  al  the  bodye.  Af tir  ^nne  the  aarvaont  Ban)  into  the  kechin, 
and  askid  whef  the  harte  was  of  the  hogge ;  for  he  saide,  the  Em- 
ptfToore  askid  fere  aftir.  the  Coke  had  I-ete  hit  afoi*,  for  it  was 
fatte  &  likynge ;  and  ferioie  he  bad  the  sanraont  sey  to  the  lorde, 
that  the  hogge  had  non)  herta  And  the  sarvaont  yede,  &  tolde  the 
Emperour  that  the  hog  hadde  noon)  harte.  "  pat  may  not  be/'  quod 
the  Emperoure,  "  for  ther  is  no  best  but  hit  have  an  herte ;  &  ther- 
fore  byd  him  sende  hit  me,  in  peyne  of  lyfe."  pewie  fei  yede  to 
the  kechin,  and  bad  that  he  ehulde  sende  the  herte,  in  peyne  of 
dethe.     ^'  A ! "  quod  the  Coke,  "  sey  to  him,  fat  but  yf  I  preve  fat 

[Second  Version,    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

the  whiche  with  ^an  orryble^  crie  yode  out.  %  Yit  the  fourth  day  ^the 
Bwyne*  entred  the  forest,  and  did  ^many  harmes.  %  Whan  lonatas 
sawe  that  the  hogge  wold  not  be  ware,  he  smote  hym  thurgh  with 
his  spere,  and  slough  hym,  and  delyuered  the^  body  to  the  Cooke, 
for  to  arraye  the  next  day  to  the  Emperours  mete.  %  But  whan  the 
Emperour  was  served  of  this*  swyne,  he  asked  of^  his  servauntes, 
"Where  is^  the  hert  of  this*  swyne  1"  be  cause  the  Emperoui* 
lored  the  hert  best^  of  any  beest,  and  more  than  idl  the  beest.^® 
IT  The  servauntes  asked  of  the  Coke  where  the  hert  of  the  Swyne  was, 
for  the  lord  asked  there  after.  The  Coke,  Vhan  he^^  had  araied  the 
hert,  he  sawe  it  was  ^good  and^'  fatte,  and  ete  it,  and  said  Ho  the 
servauntes,^  "  Say^*  to  the  Emperour,  that  the  hogge  hade  no  hert." 
The  servauntes  said  to  the  Emperoui',  Hhat  the  hogge  had  no  hert.^* 
The  emperour  said,  ''it  may  not  be;  and  therfore  say  to  hym, 
Tpon)^*  payn)  of  deth,  that  he  send  me  the  hert  of  the  swyne,  for 
there  is  no  beest  in  idl  the  world  with  oute  an  hert."  %  The  seruaunte^ 
Vent  to  the  Cooke,  and  said,  vpoii)^^  payn)  of  deth,  he  shuld  sende  the 
Emperour  the  hert.     He  said,  '<sey^*  to  my  lord,  but  yf  I  preve 

'  a  noble,  M8.  Corrected  frvm  C.        *  he.        '  leaf  17.        *  his.         *  his. 
*  Oai,        ^  was.        •  the.        •  most        "  body.        "  whyoh. 
"  Oi»,        *•  Om.        "  Seyth.        *•  the  answere  of  the  coke, 

'^  seyde  to  the  coke  on.  *'  Seyth. 
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pat  I  seje  by  good  rResoime,  ellis  I  put  me  to  his  wille  &  doni)." 
when  the  Emperoui'  harde  this,  he  assignicl  a  day  of  atmsweriDge. 
when  the  day  come,  the  coke  come,  anci  saide  wtt^  a  gret  woys 
afore  alle  men,  "  worahipfol  lordes,  this  day  is  the  daye  of  atmswer- 
inge ;  ancI  f uist  I  put  vn  to  yow,  that  the  swyne  had  non  herte,  IT  and 
pat  by  this  Eesoune  ;  en^ry  thowte  comithe  fro  the  herte,  &  perefore 
what  savorithe  good  or  evil,  hit  be-houithe  that  he  think  hit  by  the 
harte."  "  Al  this  is  sothe,"  quod  the  Emperoure.  "  And  now  shaH 
I  shewe  by  Eesons,  that  he  had  none  harte ;  for  he  Enterid  in  to 
youi*  f oreste,  and  pere  pe  f orster  kit  of  his  tayle ;  and  ther-f oi*,  yf  he 
had  had  an)^  harte,  he  wolde  have  thought  on)  that  loste ;  but'  that  he 
did  not,  for  he  entiied  in  to  the  forest  ayene,  and  then  the  forster 
smote  of  his  lyfte  Ei*;  yf  he  had  had  an)  herte,  he  wolde  have 
thowte  on)  that  lost ;  but  yit  dude  he  not,  for  he  come  a-yene  the 
thirde  tyme,  and  then)  he  loste  his  Eight  Ei' ;  and  yf  ther  had  be  an 
harte  on)  him,  he  wolde  have  thovte  on)  that  lost  of  the  twoo  Eris, 

*  leaf  175,  col.  2.  '  and  bat,  MS. 
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^yghtily  by  clere^  resons,  that  the  swyne  had  no  hert,  I  put  me 
fully  to  his  wille,  to  do  with  me  what'  he  wolle."  %  The  Emperour, 
whan  he  herd  this,  he  assigned  a  day  of  aunswere.  whan  the  day 
was  comen),  the  Coke  with  an  high  voice  said  before  all  men,  "  %  Mj 
lord,  this  is  the  day  of  myh)  aunswere.  First  I  shaH  shew  you  that 
the  Swyne  had  no  herte ;  this  is  the  reson).  Every  thought  cometh 
from  the  hert,  Therfoi*  every*  man  or  best  feleth*  good  or  ev^;  it 
foloweth  of  necessite  that  by  this  the  hert  thynketh."  IT  The  Emp?rour 
said,  "  That  is  trouifi.*^  Than  said  the  Coke,  "  now  shaH  I  shew  by 
resons,  that  the  swyne  had  no  hert.  Eirst  he  entred  the  forest,  and 
the  Steward  cutte  of  his  taile.  Yf  he  had  hadde^  an  hert,  he  shulJ 
have  thought  on  his  taile  that  was  lost ;  but  he  thought  not  ther 
vpon,^  for  efte  sones  he  entered  the  forest,  and  the  forster  kitte  of 
his  lifbe  ere.  yf  he  had  hadde  an  hert,  he  shuld  have  thought  on 
his  lifte  ere,  but  he  thought  not,  IT  For  the  third  tyme  he  entied  the 
forest,  that  saw  the  forster,  and  cutte  of  his  right  ere ;  where  ^  yf 
he  had  had  an  hert,  he  shuld  have  thought  that  he  had  lost  his  taile, 
and  bothe  his  eres,  and  never  shuld  have  gone  agayn)  ^o  more,* 
whei*  he  had  so  many  evels.  II  But  yit  the  fourthe  tyme  he  entred 
the  forest ;  the  Steward  sawe  that,  and  slough  hym,  and  delyucred 

*  clerly  by  myghty.         *  as.         *  if  eny.         *  fele.        *  trew.        •  Om. 

^  on,  •  wherfor,  '  On, 


XXZYII.  THB  BHPEROB  AND  HIS  OOOK.  MORALITE*  HI.  7338,  &  ^D.  9066.  151 

and  of  the  tayle ;  but  he  dude  not,  for  he  come  .%yene,  anc)  dude  so 
muche  harme,  that  the  forst^  slowhe  him  vritfi  his  spei',  &  sent  him 
tor  me  to  dyte  for  youre  dyneie." 

MORALITEE. 

DEre  fi:endes,  ])is  Emp^roure  ia  oure  lorde  Jhega  Criste ;  the  forest 
IB  holy  chirche,  in  the  whiche  bethe  plantici  the  comaunde- 
mentes  of  god;  the  forster  is  dethe,  that  sparithe  no  man);  the 
swyne  is  a  synn^r,  that  enterithe  in  to  holy  chirche,  and  f oylithe  the 
comanndement^  of  god,  ne  sethe  hem  not  in  no  place.  ]}enne  it  is 
seide  to  the  forstei',  that  he  cut  of  his  tayle^  scil,  de])e  comythe  to 
some  of  thi  blode,  wher  thorow  thow  shuldeste  be  ware,  and  amend 
ihi  lyfe,  or  he  smytithe  of  the  tayle,  scil.  takepe  awey  fi  Bichesse, 
wherby  thow  shuldeste  be  smyten),  &  tume  to  the  knowleche  of 
god.  Also  the  secounde  tyme  he  cuttithe  awey  the  lyfte  ei',  adl. 
dethe  takithe  fro  the  fi  hrofer,  or  thi  sustre,  for  thi  conuersioun)  and 
amendement;  and  he  takithe  a>wey  thi  rite  Ei',  when  he  takithe 
a-wey  thi  sone,  or  pi  douter,  or  thi  wyf,  that  thow  most  lovest,  for 
thow  shuldest  a-mende  tha  neuerj^eles  al  thes  puneshynges  takithe 
god  in  a  wrecchid  man),  but  yit  we  vncorrigible  wrecchis  conne  not 
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liym  to  *  me,  to  araye  to  your  mete.  If  Here  mow  ye  se,  lord,^  that 
I  have  shewed  by  worthi  resons,  that  the  swyne  had  no  hert."  And 
thus  scaped  the  Coke. 

Declaraoio.  Frendes,  this  emperour  is  our  lord  Ihesyx.  mat. 
the  forest  is  holy  chirche;  the  plantes  are  ^the  holy  sacramentes, 
that  are  ordeyned  ther  in,  and  goddes  comaundementes.  IT  The 
Steward  is  dethe,  the  which  spareth  none.  The  Swyne  is  a  synnor, 
the  which  defoulei^  the  sacramentes,  and  goddes  preceptes,  ne 
kepeth  hem  not,  as  he  shuld  do.  God  seei^  that,  and  biddeth  the 
forster,  that  is,  dethe,  that  he  cutte  of  his  taile.  this  taile  is  thi 
kynnesman,  or  thi  special!  frend,  the  which  deth  sleeth,  that  thou 
shuldest  amende  thi  lyf* ;  or  els  he  dothe  away  thi  taile,  that  is,  thi^ 
nchesse.  %  Also  he  dothe  away  thi  lyft  ere,  that  is,  thi  brother,  or 
thi  Sostir,  that  thou  shuldest  amende  the.  If  And  thou  do  not,  he 
dothe  away  thi  right  ere,  that  is,  he  sleeth  thi  sone,  or  thi  doughtir, 
or  thi  wyf,  that  thou  shuldest  amende  thi  lyf*.     IT  But  ofte  sithe 

*  Om.  *  lordes.  ^  leaf  17,  back. 

«  the,  MS. 
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sece  of  oure  sjnnynge.  ^Whenne  god  see])  fat,  he  coinanndithe 
detlie  to  8le  him ;  and  he  sendithe  the  body  to  the  Cooke^  seil,  f e 
deuil,  for  to  swolewe  him,  &  dite  him  in  helle.  And  when  the 
Emp(?roure  shall  sitte  at  mete,  sciL  at  the  last  dome,  then  he  wolle 
aske  the  harte,  scU,  ]>e  soule ;  For  Crist  lovithe  moi'  a  soole  than  al 
the  worlde.  then  in  the  day  of  dome  shalle  the  wikid  cook,  sciL 
the  dcvU,  stonde  adueysarie  ayenste^  vs,  and  alegge,  fat  fe  synn^ 

ha  the   non)  herte,  scil.  no  soule, "fe  whiche  shold  have  y-he 

obedient  to  god,  but  he  was  euere  Obedient  to  me,  &  neuer  to  fe, 
and  ferefore,  luge,  deme  f is  soule  to  be  myn),  and  to  be  dampnid, 
for  it  is  Eight ;  for  as  aftin  tyme  as  pon  scoi^diste  him  wttA  thi 
punyshemente^,  for  to  make  him  to  obeye  to  thi  commaundmente^, 
lie  wolde  neuer,  but  Encline  to  me,  and  tel  Bight  nowte  of  thi 
precepted."  And  ferfore  late  vs  be  ware  of  the  cursid  cooke,  and 
love  we  the  blessid  Emperoure.     Qui  cum  Fatre  4pc, 

^  leaf  1^5,  back,  col.  1.  '  ayense,  MS. 
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wrecched  man,  though  he  suflfre  aH  this,  yit  he  dothe  many  synnes 
ay  ens  t  god,  and  so  he  is  vncurable.  IT  God,  whan  he  seet^  this,  he 
biddeth  deth  slee  hym,  and  take  him  to  the  Coke,  that  is,  the  deveH, 
the  which  swolwith  the  hert,  that  is,  the  soule,  in  the  paynes  of 
helle.  IT  But  whan  the  day  of  dome  cometh,  than  god  sht^  sitte  in 
his  dome,  and  wold  have  the  hert,  that  is,  the  soule ;  for  he  loveth 
more  one  soule  than  aH  the  world ;  For  the  soule  he  yaf*  his  precious 
blood,  which  he  wold  not  yeve  for  aH  the  world.  %  In  that  dome 
shaH  stonde  our  aduersarie,  that  is,  the  fende,  the  shrewd  coke, 
agayu)  the  synnci'' ;  and  he  shaH  allegge,  that  the  synfuti  man  hath 
none  hert,  that  is,  no  soule,  the  which  shuld  obeye  to  god  in  2^ 
thynges.  IT  Than  shaH  the  deveH  sey,  "  he  was  obedient  to  me,  and 
to  his  god  iuobedient;  therefore,  rightfuH  domesman,  deme  hym 
myn),  to  be  dampned  with  me ;  for  many  a  tyme  thou  hast  scourged 
hym,  that  he  shuld  obeye  to  thy  comaundementis.  But  that  he  wold 
not,  but  to  me  obeyed."  wo  shaH  be  to  hym,  that  so  shaH  be 
founden)  at  the  day  of  dome  !  Therfore  studie  we  so  to  lede  our  lyf , 
that  we  mow  come  to  everlastyng  blisse.     Amen. 
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[  xxxvin.  ] 

ALEXANDER  A  WISE  YiJLVEROXJR, 
(how  a  son  saved  the  life  of  his  father). 

Alexandir  was  a  wyse  Emperoure  Eeignynge  in  the  citee  of  Eoome ; 
his  possessioune  was  moche,  ancl  amonge  al  o\er  veitaes^  that 
he  hadde,  he  was  large  of  his  mete.  Ancl  he  ordeynicl  a  lawe, 
that  no  man  shulde  at  his  horde  Ete  the  hlake  syde  of  the  playse,  hut 
al  the  white  syde,  withe  outen)  tvmynge ;  anc)  yf  enye  man  duel  the 
contiaiiey  he  shnlde  lese  his  lyf  e.  hut  then  he  grauntid,  that  the  tres*- 
passour  shulde  aske  iij.  honys  or  he  deyde,  Of  what  thinge  that  he 
wolde  aske,  to  save  his  lyfe,  anc)  hit  shulde  he  grauntid  to  him.  So 
hit  happid  in  a  tyme,  that  thei'  come  an  Erie  to  court,  &  his  sone 
come  withe  him,  ancl  they  wei'  of  ie^^  contrees ;  &  happed  ^as  ])ei  Sete 
at  mete,  the  Erie  was  servicl  witA  a  plays,  and  he  had  goode  wille  to 
ete,  &  he  ete  the  hlake  syde,  and  also  white.  &  anoon  he  was 
accusid  to  the  Emperoui'  \  and  the  Empe7X)ur  seide,  he  shulde  he 
dede  with  outen)  delay,  as  law  wolde.  ]}enne  the  Erles  sonne  seing 
this,  knelid  afoi'  the  Empe^'oUie,  &  seid,  "  lord,  for  love  of  him  thai 

*  virtuous,  MS.  '  leaf  175,  back,  col.  2. 

\8ecmd  Version.    Addit.  M8.  9066,  leqf  17,  hack.] 

[XI.] 

Alexaundie  reigned  in  Kome ;  and  amonge  laH  viertues  that  he  had> 
he  was  right  large.  Therfore  of  grete  nede  he  ordeyned  for  a 
law,  that  no  man  shulde  tume  the  playse  in  the  dissh,  hut  aH 
only  he  shuld  ete  the  white  side,  and  in  no  wise  the  hlak*  side ;  and  yf 
any  man  did  the  contrarie,  he  shuld  dye.  If  But  hefore  he  shuld  dye, 
he  shuld  aske  iij.  pBticions  of  the  Emperoui',  what  that  he  wold, 
except  his  lyf,  and  he  shuld  graunte  hym  theyni).  ^It  fille  ones,  that 
an  Erie  of  a  ferre  countre  wi&  his  sone  come  to  the  Emperoui',  and 
at  mete  was  sette  hefore  hem  a  playse.  The  Erie  had  a  good  apetite 
to  ete.  whan  he  had  eten)  the  white  side  of  the  playse,  he  ete  the 
blak*  side ;  and  anon)  he  was  accused  to  the  Emp^our,  that  he  had 
done  agayid  the  law.  If  The  Emperour  said, ''  do  hym  to  dethe,  with 
outen  any  delay,  after  that  the  law  asketh."  The  sone  of  the  Erie, 
whan  he  had  herd  that  his  fadir  shuld  he  dede,  he  went  to  the 

^  leaf  18. 
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dide  ofi  cros,  giaunt  me  that  I  may  deye  for  my  fadir."  "  I  assent," 
quoci  the  Emperoure,  "  for  al  is  on  to  me,  so  fat  on  be  dede."  "  sir," 
seyde  the  sone,  "  sithe  I  shaH  dye,  I  aske  the  law  of  yow,  bciL  ^t  I 
may  have  iij.  peticioons  or  I  deye."  "jiSy"  quod  the  Empcrowr, 
"  aske  what  thow  wolte,  ther  may  no  mafl  denye  hit."  "  sir,"  quod 
he,  "  I  aske  firste  to  have  youre  dowter  by  me  a  nyjt  in  my  bed." 
The  Emperof^r  grauntid  that  peticion),  for  lost  of  observaunce  of  the 
la  we ;  but  hit  was  gretly  ayenste  his  herte.  So  the  yonge  man)  hadde 
hir  with  him  al  nyght,  but  he  folid  hir  not;  and  perloie  on  the 
morowe  the  Emperour  was  hilie  plesid.  Tho  he  askid  the  secounde 
peticion),  and  saide,  ''sir,  I  aske  al  your  tresoure."  the  "Emperour 
grauntid  hit,  for  he  wolde  not  be  founde  contraiie  to  his  lawe.  And 
then  whenne  the  yonge  man)  had  his  tresouie,  he  delte  hit  anoon) 
to  poi'  &  to  Eiche,  in  so  moche  ]>at  he  wanne  ther  by  the  wille  &  the 
love  of  Eueri  mafi.  And  then  he  askid  the  thirde  petucion),  in  this 
forme,  "  sir,"  he  saide,  ''  I  aske  pe  len  of  alle  the  men  pat  seye  my 
fadir  tume  the  playse,  pat  pei  be  pikid  oute."  &  so  thowte  ])ei  on 
aftir  ano]?er,  yf  I  seye  so,  myn  yen  shul  be  pickd  oute.  so  hit  fel, 
pat  per  was  noon)  that  wolde  eeye  that  he  sawe  hit,  ecU,  pat  he  sawe 

[Second  Verdon.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

Emperour,  and  said,  IT  "  Gracious  lord,  for  the  love  of  hym  that  died 
on  the  crosse,  lette  me  dye  for  my  fadir."  IT  The  Emperoui*  said,  "  it 
liketh  me  wele,  that  one  dye  for  brekyng  of  the  lawe."  The  sone 
herd  this,  and  said,  ''  Sithen)  it  is  so,  that  I  sh^  dye,  I  aske  the 
benefice  of  the  lawe,  that  I  may  have  i\j.  petdcions,  befioro  I  dye.* 
T^e  Emp«rour  said,  "aske  what  thou  wilte;  no  man  shaH  denye 
the  the  lawe  that  is  made."  %  "  lord,"  he  said,  "  thou  hast  a  faire 
doughtir,  and  gracious  to  the  sight  of  every  man ;  I  aske  that  she 
may  lye  by  me  all  nyght."  The  Emperour  graunted  hym.  Never- 
thelesse  he  defouled  her  not ;  In  that  the  sone  of  the  Erie  mekeH 
pleased  the  Empe'rour.  IT  "  The  second  peticion),  I  aske  thi  Tresoure." 
The  Emp^roui'  graunted  hym  aH  his  tresoure,  for  his  law  that  he 
had  made.  The  sone  toke  the  tresoure,  and  dalte  it  to  poore  men 
and  riche ;  wherfore  he  had  the  wille  of  the  peple.  If  "  The  third 
peticion)  is,  I  aske  the  eyen)  of  alle  hem  that  sawe  my  fadir  ttune 
the  playse  in  the  disshe."  If  Anon)  was  made  an  Inquysicioii),  who 
sawe  the  Erie  tume  the  playse  in  the  disshe.  One  thought,  "  yf  I 
sey  ye,  I  shaH  lese  bothe  niyn)  eyen)."  thus  the  second  said,  and 
the  third,  and  aH  other ;  so  that  there  was  not  one;  that  sawe  the 
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the  Erie  tume  the  playse  in  the  dishe.  "loo  1  sir^/'  qao<i  the  yonge 
mail,"  yife  me  nowe  a  Iitste  dome."  "  Now  for  sothe,''  qiio<l  the 
Emperooie,  **  sij^e  ther  is  non  ]>at  wolle  seye  it,  ne  noon  accuser  is 
I-foonde,  fere  shalle  noon)  be  dede."  And  so  he  saveicl  his  fadris 
lyfe,  an($  was  hilie  comendici,  and!  weddidf  the  Empe^'ours  dowt^. 

MORAUSINO. 

Ere  frendes,  fia  Emperoure  is  the  fadir  of  hevin,  that  made  this 
lawe,  pai,  no  man  sholde  tame  the  playse.  by  this  plays  we 
may  yndirstonde  woidly  goodes,  the  which  ys  ouithe  not  to 
tome  by  the  blak  part,  geiL  not  to  f onge  hem  by  avarice,  or  coTctise,  or 
falshed,  but  that  we  holde  vs  contente  withe  swich  as  go<i  sent ;  &  yf 
we  do  fQ  contrarie,  we  shulle  be  dampnecl.  The  Erie,  that  comyth 
withe  his  sone,  is  Adam^  ]>e  first  fadir,  f&t  come  £ro  the  f elde  of  damask 
to  the  contree  of  paradyse ;  }q  whiche  soone  tumde  ]>e  plays,  scil  ]>at 
he  ete  of  the  apple,  by  the  whiche  he  was  dampnid.  thenne  pe 
Bonne  of  Adam,  sell,  ouie  lorde  Ihe^u  Criste,  profird  him  to  the 

>  Sirs,  MS.  '  leaf  176,  col.  1. 
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Erie  tome  the  playse  in  the  disshe.  If  Than  said  the  sone  of  the  Erie 
to  the  Empcroiu',  "  Beholde,  my  lord,  and  yeve  a  rightfuH  dome." 
Than  he  said,  *'  sithe  it  is  so,  that  no  man  knowel^,  that  saw  thi 
fadir  tome  the  playse  in  the  disshe,  I  wille  not  that  he  be  dede." 
And  thns  the  sone  saved  the  fadirs  lyf* ;  and  after  the  Emp^-ours 
dissease,  ho  wedded  his  doughtir. 

IT  DeclaraGio.  Frendes,  this  Emperonr  is  the  fadir  of  heven ;  that 
made  this  lawe,  that  none  shuld  tume  the  playse.  If  For  the  playse 
we  shall  vndirstonde  worldly  goodes,  that  we  shall  not  tume  the 
hlak*  side,  that  is,  by  covetise  and  falsehede  to  gete  the  goodes  of  the 
world;  but  we  be  content  with  resonable  mete  and  drynk*,  and 
clothyng  ;  for  yf  we  draw  and  do  the  contrarie,  we  shaH  be  dampned 
to  ever  lastyng  dethe,  but  we  amend  vs.  IT  The  Erie,  that  come  with 
the  sone,  is  Adam,  the  first  ^  fadir,  that  come  from  the  feld  of 
damysene  to  the  court  of  paradise,  that  anon)  agayn)  turned  the 
playse  agayn)  the  lawe,  whan  he  ete  of  the  playse.  If  That  is  to  sey, 
whan  he  ete  of  the  apple,  wherfore  he  shuld  be  dampned  to  ever 
lastyng  dethe.  IT  That  saw  the  sone  of  god,  that  is,  the  sone  of 
Adam,  our  lord  Ihe^u  Crist,  that  toke  flessh  of  Adam ;  therfore  he 
\s  called  his  sone.     he  ofTred  hym  self*  to  the  deth,  to  the  Fadir  of 

'  leaf  18,  back. 
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Emp^rour  of  bevene,  for  to  deye  for  his  fadir  Adam);  and  the 

Emperour  of  hevene  grauntidf  hit,  that  he  shulde  dye  for  his  fadii 

Adam,  scil.  al  mankync).     ^eo^heles  or  he  dide,  he  made  iij.  peti- 

ciouns,  sciL  for  to  have  the  dowter  of  the  Emperour  wttA  him,  scil, 

to  have  jte  sowle  witA  him  in  hevene ;  as  is  saide,  Os.  IT  Desponsabo  te 

mtchi,  IT  I  shali  wedde  fe  soule  to  me.    pe  secounde  fat  he  askici,  ^ 

tresoure  of  the  kyngdom)  of  hevene,^  ynde,  Sieut  disposuU  mthi 

pater  meuB  regnnm,  sic  dispone  vohis,  If  As  my  fadir  hape  ordeynid 

the  kyngdom)  to  me,  so  I  dispose  hit  to  yow.     })e  pirdde  he  askii 

alle  ^Q  yen  of  the  accusers  to  be  don)  out,  scil.  he  askyd,'  that  alle 

develis,  pat  excitithe  men  to  synne,  my^te  be  shut  fro^  the  lyt  of 

euerlastyng  grace.     And!  so  he  savid  mankynde  fro  dethe,  &  browte 

hem  to  ^Q  kyngdom)  of  hevene.     Ad  quod  nos  &c. 

Hevne,  MS. 
*  There  it  a  repetition  here  of  a  line,  by  negligence  of  the  Scribe, 

»  for,  MS. 
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heven).  IT  The  fadir  graunted  hym  the  deth  for  mankynde  ;  IT  Never- 
thelesse  he  asked  iij.  peticions  of  the  fadir  or  he  died.  The  first  he 
aske(f  his  doughtir,  that  is,  manncs  soule,  to  have  her  with  hym  in 
the  blisse  of  heven) ;  as  Osee  the  Prophete  saith,  I  shalle  wedd  her 
to  me.  If  The  seconde  he  asked  the  tresour  of  heven),  as  he  sei^ 
hym  self*,  as  my  fadir  hath  disposed  to  me  the  kyngdome,  so  I  dis- 
pose it  to  you.  If  The  thirde  he  asked,  that  all  her  eyen)  shuld  he 
put  out,  that  is,  that  aH  the  devels  be  drawen  out  from  the  light  of 
goddes  grace,  that  steren)  men  to  synne.  and  so  crist  saved  mankynd 
from  ever  lastyng  deth,  and  ladde  hem  to  the  Empire  of  heven. 


[  XXXIX.  ] 

POLEMIUS  A  WISE  EMP-E50URE. 

(of  a  child  which  was  entrusted  to  a  knight,  and  how  it  was 
oarried  off  by  a  bear  and  rboovereix) 

POIemius  was  a  wise  Emperoure  Reignyng  in  the  citee  of  Rome ; 
the  whiche  ordeynid  forft  kwe,  fat  yf  any  norisshe  tooke  ^eny 
childe  to  be  norished,  yf  the  childe  dide,  or  wei*  lepre,  in  defaute 

'  leaf  176,  col.  2. 
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of 'tiie  noiyshe,  she  shulc)  be  dedo.  pereioi^  liappid  in  a  t  jme,  that  pere 
was  a  kynge,  that  had  a  fail'  sone ;  and  a  knjght  aakidf  this  childe 
of  him,  to  he  norished  fro  his  modir,  and  he  giaTintid  it,  and  seide, 
*'  be  waiBy  that  the  chylde  have  noon)  harme  in  thi  defaute ;  for  yf* 
lie  have,  I  wol  pursue  the  lawe  a>jene  the."  *'  Sir,"  qnod  he,  "  I 
asaenta"  He  Eeceyvid  ])e  childe,  &  deliumd  it  to  a  norishe.  So  it 
fel  aftirwarde,  fat  per  was  in  the  same  cite  a  concurs  of  peple,  by 
cause  of  a  gret  f  eyi',  in  so  moche  alle  p&t  wei'  in  the  house  yede  out 
to  se  the  feyi',  and  lefbe  the  childe  by  hit  selfe  at^  home  in  the 
ciadille,  and  shutte  the  doi'  aftir  hem ;  and  thei  wei*  oute  a  longe 
tyme.  And  in  the  mene  tyme  pere  come  a  wolfe,  and  Enterid  in  at 
the  yate  of  the  casteUe,  and  yede  in  to  the  house  pere  the  chylde 
laye,  and  toke  the  chylde,  and  Eanne  thei*  wtt^  to  wood.  And  as 
the  wolfe  Eanne  with  the  chylde,  a  Shepard  stode  in  the  toppe  of  a 
tree,  and  gaderid  frute ;  &  whenne  he  saw  the  wolfe  bei'  the  chylde, 
lie  blew  his  home  thris,  and  made  a  lowde  crye,  at  the  whiche  cry 
al  the  cite  come  oute ;  and  the  wolfe  was  Eonne  to  the  woode  wi't/i 
the  childe.  and  men  sette  houndis  aftir,  &  founds  the  wolfe,  and 
toke  the  childe  fro  him,  but  the  chylde  had  a  gret  signs  of  biting  of 
the  wolfe.  Then  the  knijte  toke  the  chylde,  and  wit^  in  a  few  3eria 
bare  him  to  the  kynge,  his  fadir.  And  when  pe  kynge  saw  the 
childe  have  a  signs  of  bitynge,  he  saide  to  him,  ''  frende,  I  toke  to 
the  my  childe  safe,  and  withe  outen)  wounde  and  hurte  ;  take  me  my 
flone  as  I  toke  him  to  the,  or  elle^  I  shalle  pursue  the  Emperoures 
lawe  ayenst  the."  ])enne  spake  the  kni^te,  and  saide,  "  sir,  trowist 
thow  that  I  be  god  ?  how  shulde  I  hele  thi  childe  of  alle  spottitf 
&  wonndesi"  then  seide  the  kyng,  "how,  and  in  what  defavte 
hathe  the  childe  swiche  a  spotte  in  the  firontet  yf  it  be  in  pj 
defaute,  then  thin  accion)  shaH  stonde  in  my  strenght ;  and  yf  it  be 
of  kynde,  I  may  have  ^noon)  accion)  ayenst  the.*'  "  ser,"  quod  the 
knijte,  **  I  graunt  welle  that  a  wolfe  toke  him  in  my  defaute,  but 
he  slowhe  him  not ;  and  towching  that  defaute  ])at  I  makid,  I  put 
me  in  yowi*  mercy."  ]}6n  seide  the  kinge,  "  ]}enne  woUe  I,  that  ])ow 
do  homage  to  me  fro  hens  forjreward,  and  pat  pon  have  no  lorde  but 
me ;  and  ])ei))  I  foryeve  the  pj  defaute  and  trespas  in  this  caa/' 
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DEre  frendeSy  ^  Emperonie  that  makithe  this  law,  is  oure  lorde 
Ihe^u  Cristey  \ai  oideynicl,  ]Kzt  yf  a  childe,  8ct7.  a  clene  aoule,  yif 
to  a  man)  for  to  noiisshe  in  goode  werkes  &  yertaes,  deye,  or  be 
hurt,  he  shulde  [lese]  euerlastinge  lyfe.  but  for  sothe  ther  bethe  mony 
men  of  holy  chirche,  that  havithe  core  off*  Sowles,  go^  to  the  f eyris, 
ynprofitable  s^tis,  as  tayemys,  wrestelynge^,  hnntynge^,  and  swich 
yanyteys  of  ^  worlde,  that  Ofte  the  wolfe,  6Gt7.  the  deyil,  takithe  in 
hir  defaute  the  soule  out  of  the  cradille  of  holie  chirche,  &  Rynnitfi 
^ere  withe  to  wode  of  belle,  but  thenne  ^  berde,  wiL  a  goode 
prelate  or  a  prdchourey  [that]  dwellithe  in  the^  tree  of  holy  writte^ 
blowithe,  BciL  preclude  witA  the  borne  of  goddes  grace ;  and  so  the 
soole  is  deliyered  ho  the  powei'  of  a  synner,  and  beritbe  a  eigne,  ]iat 
it  was  som  tyme  in  the  semitiite  of  the  deyil,  and  now  is  lyyeiyd. 
And  ])erefoi^  it  behoyithe  ys  to  be  saryauntes,  and  submitte  ys  to 
god,  as  longe  as  wee  liye  in  this  worlde,  to  plese  him,  that  we  mowe 
come  to  him,  Qui  cum  Poire  &c, 

[XL.] 
SELESTINUS  A  WYSE  EMP^^OURK 

(the  "bond"  STOBT  in  THB   "merchant  op  yENICE.") 

SElestinns  Eeignid  a  wyse  Emperoure  in  Eome,  and  he  had  a 
faire  dowter ;  and  in  bis  tyme  ther  was  a  kny3te  that  loyid  tbis 
dowter,  but  he  thowte  in  him  'selfe  that  be  dud  al  in  yeyne,  for* 
be  thow^t  as  for  sothe,  that  the  Emperoure  wolde  not  late  him  to  baye 
hir,  for  be  was  ynworthi  ther  to.  l^eaer]>eles  be  thought,  yf  be 
myght  be  ony  wey  baye  loye  of  the  damiselle,  it  were  I-nowe  to  me. 
be  yede  ofte  tyme  to  the  damiseH,  and  aspied  hir  wille;  &  she 
saide  to  him  a>yene,  that  he  trayaylid  al  in  yeyne.  "  for  trowist 
thow,"  quod  she,  "wtt7t  thi  deseyyable  and*  faire  wordes  to  begile 
me  t  nay,  sir,  be  my  soule,  hit  sbal  not  be  so ! "  ]^nne  saide  the 
kni3te,  "what  shal  I  yeye  to  the,  and  late  me  lye  by  the  a  nygbt!" 
"  iN'ot  jK)wb  fovL  woldest  yeye  me  an  c.  marke  of  florens,"  quod  she, 
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"fou.  shalt  not  lye  by  me  a  nyght.*'  '*j)eid  hit  fibal  be  as  ]you 
wilte,"  quod  he.  what  dude  he  but  purveyde  hiTu  of  so  muche 
mony,  8ct7.  an  c.  marke  of  floreyns,  &  yaf  hir.  whenne  nyght 
oome,  |>e  koi^te  enterid  in  to  the  bed  of  the  mayde,  and  a>noon)  he 
was  arslepe ;  and  she  dude  of  hii  hames,  &  come^  &  laye  downe  by 
him ;  so  the  kni^te  laye  slepynge  al  the  nyght.  Od)  ]>e  morow  she 
KoSy  Ss  did  od)  hir  clothis,  &  wishe  her  hondes;  and  the  kni3te 
a-woke  of  his  slepe^  &  thenne  he  saide,  "  come  hedir  to  me,  that  I 
may  do  my  wille  wtt^  the."  "  Nay,  by  the  helj>  of  my  fadir,  that 
wolle  I  not,"  quod  she,  **for,  frende,  I  do  the  no  wronge.  J)ow 
acooidiste  with  me  that  I  shulde  lye  withe  ]>e  al  nyte,  and  so  it  is 
I-don) ;  for  I  lay  by  the  al  nyght,  &  ]k>u  sleptest,  &  proferdest  me 
no  solace ;  and  j^erefore  blame  thi  selfe,  &  not  me."  And  ])e  kni3te 
was  heyy,  and  seide,  '^  what  shal  I  yeve  to  the,  &  lete  me  lygge  by 
fe  ano^ere  nyght  1 "  ''As  muche,"  quod  she,  " as  foM  did  af oi',  & 
no  lasse."  ''  I  assente,"  seide  he.  And  the  knijte  yede,  and  soldo 
aH  his  movable  goodes,  and  made  Eedy  an  c.  ttiarke  of  floreynse ;  but 
86  now  a  maryeloYse  case !  for  Eight  as  hit  was  ])e  furste  nyght,  so 
hit  was  in  the  secounde.  thenne  the  kni3te  mervaylid  more  |>anne 
man  may  suppose,  and  hevy  he  was,  and  saide,  **  Alias !  foi'  now 
haye  I  spend  al  my  godes  withe  oute  spede,  and  fertote,  ^]>owhe^ 
I  shufi  dye  ])erefore,  I  wolle  make  Buopere  Ende.  how  moche  shaH 
I  yeve  the,  and  late  ts  be  to-geder  the  thirde  nyght  9"  quod  the 
kni3te  to  the  damisdi  **  sothely,"  she  saide,  ''  yf  ]>ou  have  me,  as 
)Km  paide  afore,  fiat  voluntas  tuaJ**  **  I  assent,"  quod  he,  **  pou 
shalte'  have  ]>in  askynge  and  thi  wille."  j)Q  kni^te  yede  in  to  fei' 
contree,  Til  he  come  to  a  grete  citee,  in  the  whiche  wei^  many 
marchaunte^,  &  many  philesophers ;  amonge  the  wiche  was  master 
Virgile,  pe  philesofere.  then  the  kni3te  yede  to  a  grete  marchaunt, 
and  saide,  '*  I  have  [nede]  of  monye,  &  yf  thow  wolt  lende  me  an  c. 
marke  vnto  a  certeyne  day,  I  wolle  ley  to  the  al  my  londes,  vndir 
this  conducioh),  fat  If  I  holde  not  my  day,  thow  shalt  have  my 
londes'for  euere."  ])enne  seyde  the  marchaunt,  "  Dei^  frend,  I  sette 
not  so  muche  be  thi  londes,  but  yf  thow  wolt  make  this  covenaunt, 
fat  I  shalle  sey  to  the,  I  wolle  fulfifi^i  wille."     "  yis,"  saide  he,  "  I 
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am  Eedj  to  do  thi  wille,  yf  ])ou  wolt  do  my  petucioh)."  penue  seide 
he,  "  when)  this  couenaunt  is  made,  )>at  I  shalle  sey  vnto  the,  ]>eimo 
I  shalle  fiilfille  ]>yne  askynge ;  anci  fe  covenamit  shalle  be  this,  pat 
fon  make  to  me  a  charts  of  thin  owne  blood,  in  conducion),  that  yf 
thowe  kepe  not  fi  day  of  payment,  hit  shalle  be  lefulle  to  me  for  to 
draw  awey  alle  the  flesh  of  thi  body  fioo  tl^e  bone,  vritk  a  sharp 
swerde ;  ancI  yf  thow  wolt  assent  hei'  to,  I  shalle  fulfille  ]>i  wiLle." 
The  kni^te  louicl  the  damiseH  so  modt,  pat  he  grauntid  al  this ;  and 
made  a  charter  of  his  owne  bloode,  ancI  selid  it ;  &  after  the  selying, 
this  marchaunt  toke  him  the  mony  fat  he  askid.  when  he  had 
the  moneye,  he  ))oute  to  him  selfe,  "  yf  I  gete  [not]  my  wylle  by 
this  moneye,  I  am  but  dede ;  nay,  nay,  it  m^y  not  be  so."  when) 
he  harde  telle  of  the  grete  name  of  maist^  yiigile,  he  yede  to  him, 
and  seide,  "  gode  sir,  I  have  preyi  counseiH  to  speke  a-twene  ys  too, 
and  I  be-seche  yowe  of  youre  wise  counseifi  in  this  oas."  **  Sey  on)/' 
quo^  virgile,  "  and  I  shalle  telle  the,  aftir  my  discrecioh)."  "  sir,  I 
love  the  dowtcr  of  the  Empcroure,  moi*  fan)  ye  wolle  trowe ;  and 
I  accordid  yrith  hir  for  a  certen)  sum  of  money.  I  have  be  disceyvid 
two  njghtes  in)  swiche  maner" — &  tolde  alle  pe  cas,  as  welle  as  he 
coude, — "  and,  sir,  nowe  I  have  borowed  of  a  marchaunt*  so  moche 
moneye,  for  the  same  cas  to  be  fulflllid,  and  vndir  this  conducion) 
pat  yf  I  holde  not  my  day  of  payment,  hit  shalle  thenne  be  lefulle 
to  him  to  helde  of  alle  the  skynne  of  my  body  with  his  '  swerde,  and 
then  I  am  but  dede ;  and  ther  for,  sir,  I  am  come  to  yow,  to  have 
oounsaiH  &  wyt,  how  I  may  botbe  have  helpe  Qyenste  swiche  a 
pariH,  and  also  to  have  the  love  of  that  lovely  lady."  "  j)oxi  hast 
made  a  lewde  covenaitnt,"  seide  viigile;  ''For  as  a  man  bindiihe 
him  withe  his  owne  wille,  right  so  he  shaii:  be  seruid,  be  lawe  of  the 
Emperoure ;  &  ferefore  fon  shalt  do  wysely  for  to  kepe  J>e  day  of 
thi  payment,  aUe  thinge^  lefte.  And  towchinge  ]>e  damesett,  I 
shalle  yeve  the  a  tale  of  truthe.  bi-twene  her  shete  &  hir  couerlyte 
of  hir  bed  is  a  letter  of  swiohe  vertu,  that  who  so  euer  gothe  witft, 
hir  to  bed,  he  shaH  anon)  falle  in  to  a  dede  slepe,  &  he  shalle  not 
wake  til  tyme  pat  hit  be  put  awey ;  and  ]>eref ore  when  thowe  comest 
to  hir  bed,  seche  a-twene  the  shete  and  the  couerlyte,  and  ]70vr  shfJt 
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fjnde  the  letre ;  ancl  wheii)  fow  hast  founde  hit,  caste  hit  fer  f^in) 
the  hedde,  ancl  thenne  Entre  in  to  the  hed ;  for  ]K>a  shalt  not  slepe 
til  tyme  that  thow  hast  doos)  thi  ¥nlle  withe  the  damiselle,  and  that 
ehalle  tome  to  the  gret  honoui'  andf  loye."  The  kni^te  toke  his  leve 
at  Tiigile,  an($  thonki($  him  moche  of  his  hie  counseiH ;  and  yede 
to  the  damyseH,  and  yafe  hir  the  monye.  when  ny^t  come,  the 
kni^t  entefid  the  chamnhei',  and  pr^yeli  putte  his  honde  hitwene  |>e 
confute  and  the  shete,  and  pere  he  fonde  the  lett^ ;  &  whenne  he 
hadde  hit,  he  caste  hit  fer  fro  the  hedde,  and  lay  downe,  &  feynid 
as  he  hadde  I-elepte.  And  thenne  the  damiselle,  trowing  that  he 
had  y-slepte,  as  he  dnde  afoi*,  she  caste  of  hir  dothis,  &  went  to 
bedda  AnoD)  fe  kni^te  sette  hande  to  hir,  as  is  ])e  maner  of  bed ; 
and  she  perceyyid  that,  and  prayd  him  of  grace,  and  to  saye  hir 
maydinhode. — ''And  I  shi£  dovble  al  the  monye  that  thow  hast 
yeyin  to  me,  and  yeve  it  to  the."  ]}enne  said  he,  ''  Thow  lokist  at 
a  wionge  hole ;  ^y  wordes  hethe  in  wast ;  I  shaB.  now  do  in  dede 
that  I  have  longe  labovrid  foi' ; " — and  ocupijd  him  with  hir  body, 
as  corns  is  of  kynde.  And  aftir  he  lovid  hir  so  muche,  that  he  drow 
so  moche  to  hir  compane,  that  he  for-^ate  ye  marchaont ;  and  the  day 
of  payment  was  passid  by  the  space  of  xiiij.  dayes.  And  as  he  lay 
in  a  certen)  nyght  in  his  bed,  hit  come  to  his  mynde,  the  day  that 
he  made  to  the  marchaont,  and  a&  his  bowelle^  wei'  storid  fere 
withe.  &  yenne  [he]  saide  to  hir,  "  Alas !  woman),  pat  euer  I  saw 
the,  for  I  am  bnt  dede  1  I  borowed  for  thi  love  swiche  a  some  of 
mony,  for  ^to  pay  at  a  certeyne  day,  hi  this  conducion),  fai  yf  I  pay 
not  at  my  day,  he  shati:  have  full  powei'  for  to  hilde  of  the  fleshe  of 
my  body,  wtt^  out  contradicciou) ;  and  now  my  day  is  passid  f  our- 
tenyte  ago,  so  hili  I  sette  myn)  hert  in  the."  then  seide  she, 
**  sorowithe  not  so  moche ;  gothe  to  him,  and  debbelithe  the  mony 
to  him ;  and  yf  he  woUe  not,  aske  howe  moche  he  woUe  have,  and 
I  shalle  paye  it."  ]}o  was  the  kni^te  comfortid;  he  yede  to  the 
citee,  and  fere  he  mette  wtt^  the  marchaunt  in  the  stret,  and  lowly 
he  saloid  him.  }>o  saide  the  marchaunt,  "so  sey  I  not  to  the.'' 
p&BDO  seyde  the  kni3te,  "ser,  for  the  trespas  that  I  have  made 
ayenst  youre  conuencion),  I  wolle  dowble  fe  payment."     "Naye," 
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seide  the  nuirobaimt,  ''^t  spake  we  not  of ;  I  wolle  have  Bight  as 
fan,  dadist  bynde  the  to  me."  '^Aske  of  me,"  qtio^  the  knight, 
<<  as  muche  mony  as  thowe  wolte,  anJ  thowe  shalt*  be  paide  for  my 
trespas."  <*It  is  veyne  that  thow  spekist,"  quod  the  maichaant, 
"  for  thowhe  thow  geve  to  me  al  the  gode  of  J>i  citee,  I  wolle  have 
the  cOTenaunt  I-holde ;  &  non)  ofere  wolle  I  have  of  the,  Jmn  as  the 
charter  asselid  makithe  mencionn)  oV*  An($  anoxi)  he  made  the 
kni^l^  to  be  I-take,  anJ  lad  to  the  casteli,  and  sette  him  in  a  safe 
waide,  abydinge  the  Instice.  when  the  Inge  was  come,  &  satte  in 
the  dome,  the  kn^t  come  to  ban^  amonge  ofer  prisoners ;  anci  the 
marchannt  shewid  his  letrs  afoi^  the  luge.  Anoon)  as  fe  Inge  sawe 
fere  his  owne  dede,  he  saide  to  alle  that  stode  aboute,  ''sirs,  ye 
know  welle  it  is  the  law  of  the  Emperou r,  that  yf  enye  maid  bynde 
him  by  his  owne  free  wille,  he  shal  Besseyve  as  he  servithe ;  and 
)»erefore  this  merchaunt  shalle  have  coTenaunf,  as  lawe  wolle."  Now 
in  al  ^  tyme  pe  damyseil,  his  love,  had  sent  kni^te^  for  to  aspie 
and  finquei',  how  the  law  was  pursued  a-yenst  him ;  &  whenne  she 
harde  telle  that  the  lawe  passid  ayenst  him,  she  kytte  of  al  the  longe 
het'  of  hir  hede,  and  cladde  hir  in  precious  clothing  like  to  a  man ; 
and  yede  to  the  palys  fere  as  hir  leinon)  was  to  be  demyd,  and  saluyd 
ye  lustice ;  and  al  they  trowid  pat  she  had  be  a  kni^te.  And  ye 
luge  Enquerid,  of  what  contree  she  was,  and  what  she  had  to  do  ther  t 
She  said,  ''  I  am  a  knijte,  &  come  of  fei'  contree,  and  hex*  tithinge* 
that  fere  is  a  knijte  amonge  ^yowe,  that  shulde  be  demid  to  dethe 
for  au)  obligacion)  that  he  made  to  a  marchannt;  and  Jierefore  I 
am  come  to  deliuar  him."  ))enne  fe  luge  saide,  ''it  is  lawe  of  the 
Emperonre,  pat  who  so  ener  byndethe  him  with  his  owne  propre 
wille  &  consente,  wtt^  oute  enye  constraynynge,  he  shulde  be  seniid 
so  ayene."  when  the  damisdl  harde  this,  she  tumid  to  the  mar- 
chaunt,  and  saide,  ''dei'  frend,  what  profite  is  it  to  the  that  this 
kni^te,  that  stondithe  hei*  redy  to  the  dome,  be  slaynef  it  wei^ 
[better]  to  the  to  have  monye,  than  to  have  hhn  slayne."  ^  pon 
spekist  al  in  veyne,"  quod  the  merchaunt*,  "  for  vrith  oute  dowte  I 
wolle  have  the  lawe,  eife  he  bonde  him  so  frely ;  and  ^erefoi^  he 
shaUe  have  noon)  oper  grace  psxi  lawe  wolle ;  for  he  come  to  me^  and 
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I  not  to  liim ;  I  deairidf  Mm  not  fereito  a-jenste  his  wine.**  J)enne 
seide  ahe,  ''I  praye  fe  howe  moche  shalle  I  yeve  to  have  my 
petndoidf  I  shalle  yeye  the  thi  monye  double,  anci  yf  that  be  not 
plesynge  to  the,  aske  of  me  what  ^u  wolte,  &  pan  shalt  have  f "  peu^ 
saide  he,  "  thow  haide  me  neuer  seye,  but  that  I  wolde  have  my 
ooTenaant  kepte."  **  So^y,*'  seyde  she,  "  ancI  pcu  shalt,  trowe  me. 
Afoi^  yowe,^  sir  iuge,  and  afore  yowe  alle,  I  sey  now,  sir  iuge,  yevithe 
a  Eightwisdome  of  pai  J^at  I  shalle  sey  to  yowe.  ye  have  I-harde 
howe  moche  I  have  profeiici  this  marchaunt  for  fe  lyf  of  this  kn^te, 
ancI  he  foisakithe  aH,  and  askithe  the  lawe ;  and  that  likithe  me 
moche.  And  therfoi',  lordinges,  that  be)ye  hei*,  herithe  me  what  I 
shalle  seye.  ye  knowithe  welle,  ]>at  the  kni)te  bonde  him  neuer  by 
letter,  but  that  the  marchaunt  shulde  have  powei^  to  kitte  his  fleshe 
fro  the  boons,  but  pere  was  no  couenaunt  made  of  sheding  of  blode ; 
fere  of  was  nothing  Lspoke.  And  ]>erefoi'  late  him  set  bond  on) 
him  anoon) ;  and  yf  he  shede  ony  bloode  wttA  his  shavinge  of  the 
fleshe,  for  so])e  then  shalle  the  kynge  have  goode  lawe  vpon)  him." 
And  when  the  marchaunt  harde  this,  he  said,  '^yef  me  my  monye, 
and  I  foryeve  my  accion)."  "  For  sofe,"  quod  she,  "  thowe  shalt  not 
have  oo  peuye ;  for  a-f oi^  al  this  companye  I  proferid  to  the  al  pat 
I  myght,  and  pon  forsoke  hit,  and  saydist  withe  a  lowde  Toyse,  I 
shalle  have  my  coTenaunte ;  ^and  pertoi^  do  thi  beste  withe  him,  but 
loke  pBi  pow  shede  no  blode,  I  charge  the,  for  it  is  not  thin,  ne  no 
coyenaxmt  was  pere  of."  J)enne  pe  marchaunt  seynge  this,  yede 
awey  confus,  and  so  was  the  kn^te^  lyf  sauid,  &  no  penye  I-payde. 
And  she  yede  home  ayene,  and  dude  of  that  clothinge,  &  clothid  hir 
as  she  was  afoi',  like  to  a  woman).  And  the  kni^te  yede  home  a-yene ; 
and  the  damisdl  tumid,  and  met  him,  and  askid  howe  he  had 
I-spedde,  as  thowhe  she  had  not  knowen  ther  of.  **  A  i  lady,"  quod 
he,  ^  ^is  day  was  I  in  poynt  to  be  dede  for  pj  love,  but  as  I  was  in 
point  to  be  dampnid,  pere  come  in  sodeynlye  a  knite,  a  fiEUi'  and  wel 
I-shape,  the  whiche  I  sawe  neu^  afos^;  and  he  deliuerid  me  by 
his  Excellent  wisdam,  bo^e  from  dethe  and  eke  from)  payment  of 
moneye.**  *'])enne  were  thow"'  quod  she,  "vnkynde,  pat  woldest 
nat  bidde  that  kni^te  to  mete,  that  so  faire  had  savid  the."     He 
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aonswerde  fere  to,  &  saide,  fat  he  come  sodenly,  ancl  sodenly  yede. 
Jjenne  seide  she,  "knowiate  fow  bim,  ifi  fon  seye  himi"  "yee," 
qnod  he,  "  Eight  wele."  She  yede  vp,  ancl  cladde  hir  as  she  dide 
afore;  and  fen  she  yede  forthe,  and  the  kni3te  knewe  her  thenne 
wele,  and  for  loye  fel  dovne  vpon)  hire,  and  saide,  "  blessid  he  thow, 
&  fe  houre  in  the  whiche  I  fyrste  knew  the  ! "  And  he  wepte ;  and 
aftir  he  weddid  hir,  and  livid  &  deyde  in  the  service  of  god;  and 
yelde  to  god  goode  sowlis. 

MOBAUTEB.^ 

DEre  £rende6,  ^is  Emperoui'  is  fe  Fadir  of  hevin,  oore  lorde  Jhem 
Criste ;  fe  dowt^r,  f&t  is  so  faire,  is  the  sowle  I-made  to  the 
similitude  of  god.   J)e  knijt,  that  stirithe  hir  to  synne,  is  'Euery 
worldly  man),  the  whiche  is  ahoute  hothe  nyte  and  day  to  fonle  his 
soule ;  and  perioi^  he  proferithe  many  grete  yif t6«,  aciL  veyne  worldly 
goodes.     [But  as  longe]  as  ]>e  letre  lithe  in  the  bedde,  BciL  virtues 
whiche  ]>e  soule  receyvid  in  baptime,  so  longe  he  may  not  f oule  fe 
'soule;  and  so  bethe  they  contrarijd  to-gedyr,  sciL  the  sprite  &  fe 
fleshe;  &  fereioi^  seithe  fe  Apostle,  i^iritti^  concupigcit  aduersus 
camemf  et  caro  aduerstis  spiritumy  &c.  This  is  to  seye,  j)e  sprite 
coveitithe  ayenste  fe  fleshe,  and  the  fleshe  ayenste  the  sprite,    pen 
fe  kni^t,  scU,  )>e  fleshely  man,  gothe  to  the  marchaunt,  acU,  to  the 
devil,  as  ofte  as  he  delitithe  in  dedly  synne;  &  he  writithe  the 
charter,  when)  he  consentithe  to  synne ;  he  selithe  hit,  when  he  dothe 
the  synne.     for  in  holy  writte  Effucion)  of  bloode  is  not  elle^  hut 
trespas  in  synnyng,  or  effucion)  hi  cause  of  synne ;  as  Crist  shadde 
his  blood  by  cause  of  synne;  and  so  al  that  dothe  synne  bethe 
sarvauntetf  of  the  devilis,  as  thes  wordes  witnessithe,  Cuius  opera 
quis  facitf  seruua  Eiu8  est.  This  is  to  seye,  Eche  man  is  seruaunt  of 
him,  whos  werkis  he  worchi]>e.     And  therfoi',  yf  we  do  synne,  we 
bethe  aei'VAWilea  of  the  devU.     virgile,  that  meuyd  him  to  meve  ^e 
letre,  is  pryde  of  lyf,  fe  whiche  suffrithe  not  that  a  soule  livithe  not 
in  clennesse.     For  as  sone  as  vertues  bethe  Kemevid  by  assenfyng  to 
synne,  assone  the  soule  fallithe,  and  a  man)  is  delitid  in  synne,  ^t 
he  foryetithe  fe  euerlastyng  lyf  whiche  he  lost  for  synne,  til  tyme 
»  of,  MS.  •  MortaUtee,  MS.  »  leaf  178,  col.  2. 
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that  sekeness  come  of  f eblenease,  by  povert,  or  tribulacion) ;  &  ])enne 
swiche  men  bethe  ofte  tyme  attachic)  by  the  marchaunt,  scil.  ])e 
devily  in  so  moche  l^t  the  wrecchid  man)  shalle  have  no  powei*  to 
make  satisfaccioon)  or  sorowe  for  his  synnes,  but  outerly  stondithe  in 
perilis  of  dethe.  thenne  the  damiselle  seing  this,  she  dotheithe  hir 
like  to  a  knight  right  so  we  shulde  do ;  we  shulde  caste  fro  vs 
the  olde  lyf,  and  dope  vs  "with  a  newe,  8ct7.  goode  vertuys,  andF 
assende  ypon)  the  palfiey  of  Besonne,  and  so  go  f orthe  to  holy  chirche, 
&  yere  piay  god  with  a  fulle  herte,  &  allegge  ayenst  ])e  devil^  that 
he  sle  YS  not,  by  canse  that  god  bowte  vs.  but  then  vs  muste  take 
awey  the  fleshe,  BciL  flesshelye  affecciouns,  so  that  no  bloode  falle, 
set/,  no  synne  be  in  ts  ;  for  yf  we  do  not  so,  sct'Z.  take  awey  flesshely 
affecciouns,  pat  pere  be  no  synne,  ell^^  pe  Emp^roure  of  hevene 
wolle  have  an  accion)  a^yenst  ys.  And  yf  we  woUe  thus  alegge 
ayenste  pe  devil,  as  pe  damisel  dud  a-yenst  the  marchaunt,  withe- 
outen  dowte  ^enne  shalle  the  flesshe  &  pe  sprite  be  marijd,  to  live  in 
blisse,  &c. 

[  XLI.  ] 
SESAE  A  WISE  EMP^i20UEE. 

(07  AN    BHFEBOR  WHO    SUFFERED    THE    LOBS    OF  HIS    BTE    FOR    THE 

BAKE  OF  HIB  SON.) 

SEsar  was  a  wise  Emp^oure  Eeignynge  in  the  cetee  of  Eome ;  & 
he  ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  pat  yf  fere  wei'  eny  man)  pat  defoulid  a 
yiigine,  he  shulde  lese  bothe  his  yen.  This  Emp«roure  had  a 
Sonne,  that  he  louid  moche.  hit  happid  on)  a  certeyne  day,  as  this 
yonge  man  walkid  by  the  citee,  he  mette  withe  a  fayi'  mayde,  pe 
dowt^  of  a  certeyne  wedowe ;  &  he  oppressid  hir,  &  foulid  hir  in 
flesh.  And  the  Emp^oure  come  to  the  cetee,  and  pe  forsayde 
wedowe  mette  withe  him,  knelyng  yppon)  hir  knees,  and  seide  to 
him,  ^'My  lorde,  do  Eight  and  lawe,  as  thow'  haste  ordeynid  ))i 
selfe.  for  I  had  but  oo  dowter,  and  thi  sone  hathe  defoulid  hir 
by  oppression)  and  strenght."  peime  the  Emperoure  was  hilie 
y-mevid  in  mynde,  &  saide  to  his  sone,  ''  A !  cursid  wrecche,  whi 
hast  thow  don)  a-yenste  my  lawe?    pou  shalt  have  the  law  withe 
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outene  dowte,  as  I  h&ve  oideynid."  wlien  worth!  loides  harde  fiB, 
thei  seiden  alle  -with  oo)  yoyse,  '*  lorde,  )K>a  bast  bat  oii)  sone,  and 
perefore  it  is  not  for  tbe  beste,  ])at  foti  do  oute  bis  yea."  fben 
seide  tbe  Emperome,  **  Siis,  ye  knowitbe  wel,  ])at  I  made  tbe  lawe, 
&  be  batbe  broken)  bit ;  &  pereioi^  sitbe  be  ]»at  is  my  sonne  wolde 
bzeke  bit,  be  sballe  bave  tbe  lawe."  "  A !  lorde/'  seyde  tbei, 
''  for  bis  love  tbat  dide  on)  tbe  crosse,  do]»  not  so  to  yome  sone;  lor 
that  wei'  aftir  jour  discese  a  grete  sbame  to  ys,  tbat  we  sbulde  have 
a  biynde  man  to  oui'  £mperoux'  aftir  ^yowe."  ])6nne  seide  ^ 
Emperoure,  **  paxme  sballe  I  arswage  tbe  lawe  in  bimy  and  yitte 
fulfiUe  bit,  and  tbat  in  tbis  maner.  Myn  ye  is  ^  ye  of  my  sone,  & 
bis  ye  is  myn) ;  and  Jierefoi'  takitbe  oute  on)  ye  of  myn)  bede,  and 
ano])ere  ye  out  of  my  sones  bede,  and  so  tbe  law  sbaUe  be  kepte." 
kni^tetf  yede  to,  and  dude  in  al  poyntes  as  tbe  Emperour  oomanndid, 
in  80  mucbe  tbat  men  dradde  bili  tbe  Emp67t>are  af ter,  for  fe  bazd 
dome  tbat  be  bad  yevin  fer^  &  so  stietlye  I-kepte. 

IIORALITBB. 

DEre  Frendes,  Jyis  Emperoure  is  oure  lord  IbMn  Crist ;  that  o^ 
deynid  for  a  lawe,  tbat  yi  eny  man)  foulid  a  virgine,  be  shnlde 
lese  bis  yen),  ])at  is,  tbe  light  of  bevene.  but  tbe  sone  of  the 
Emp69*0Tire  deflourid  a  viigine,  bcU.  a  Cristen  man,  ])at  foulithe  his 
soule  by  synne;  and  perfo^  the  Emperoure  Criste  sorewithe, 
wbenne  pat  pe  wedowe,  sct7.  consciens^  pleynithe ;  &  ^erefore  he 
for-soke  bis  light  in  bevene,  what  tyme  tbat  be  come  doyne  from) 
bevene,  and  for  oure  transgression)  &  oure  trespas  putte  bim  selye 
out  from)  tbe  light  of  bevene,  takynge  the  forme  of  a  symple 
sarvaunt ;  and  not  only  did  oute  one  ye,  but  suffiid  al  bis  body  to 
be  woundid  to  detbe.  And  so  be  wolle  tbat  Jw>tt,  synner,  suf&e  to 
bare  out  an  oper  ye,  ecQ,  to  do  stronge  penaunse  mp  bim  for  thi 
synne,  tbat  god  may  seye,*  "as  I  suflfred  penaunoe  fore  Jje,  Right 
so  do  povL,  wbenne  J)ow  art  in  dedlye  synne."  and  so,  sir,  pe  lawe 
of  tbe  Emperoure  may  be  kepte,  and  pou.  be  saf,  and  have  pe  empire* 
of  bevene.     Ad  quod  noaperducai^  &c. 

■  leaf  178,  back,  col.  2.         •  that  |>*>u  Gode  may  right.  Ma     See  Netee. 
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[  XLU.  ] 
POLEMIC  A  WISE  EMFEEOUB. 

(of  THB  THBSB  BSPUTBD  sons  of  an  emperor,  and  how  THS 

TRUE  SON  WAS  DISCOVERED.) 

^''I'^Oleniittf  Beignid  a  wys  Emperoure  in  the  dtee  of  Bome,  and  lie 
weddid  a  wyf  of  the  kyngdom)  of  spayne;  the  whicll  woman 
bare  in  his  tyme  i^'.  childeiin).  In  a  day  whene  ])e  Empires  was 
a-grevid  wip  the  kynge,  she  saide  to  him,  ''I  telle  pe  sothely,  on  of  thes 
childerin  is  pi  sone,  and  the  oj^dre  too  be^  not  thin."  ])e  Emperoure 
heiynge  thes  woides,  seide  to  hire, ''  I  piay  J^e,  tel  me  whiche  is  my 
Sonne  1 "  "  N'ay,"  quod  she,  "  I  wol  not,  for  yf  I  dude,  povi  woldest 
sette  al  thi  cuie  &  pi  love  in  him  that  wei'  thi  childe,  and  not  ou) 
the  Opere;  and  pereiore  as  longe  as  pon  liviBt,  pou.  ahalt  have  of 
echon)  lik  GUI',  &  love  in  herte."  penne  the  Emperour  heilde  him 
stille,  &  wolde  speke  no  moi'  of  that  mat^r.  And  whenne  he  laye 
on)  his  dethe-bed,  he  callid  the  i^.  childerin)  to  him,  &  seide, 
**  deeie  frendee,  I  moste  nedis  dye  nowe,  and  I  may  not  eschew  hit ; 
and  perefoif  1  have  hei'  a  Eynge^  pe  whiche  I  yeve  &  bequethe  to 
him  of  yow  pai  is  my  sone."    And  aftir  peB  woides  he  dide ;  &  pe 

>  leaf  179,  col  1. 
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[  XIL  ] 

POleminus  reigned  in  Home,  that  had  taken)  hym  a  wyf  of  the  kyng- 
dome  of  Spayn),  that  brought  hym  fortSi  i^'.  sones,  that  wexen) 
faiie  childron).  The  Emp^resse  was  on  a  tyme  wrothb,  and  said 
Tnto  the  Emp^roui',  IF ''  I  say  the  for  sothe,  that  one  of  the  children)  is 
thyne,  and  no  mo."  f  The  emperour  said, ''  I  pray  the  telle  me  which  ^ 
of  aii  thise  is  my  sone."  she  said,  ''  I  shaH  not  telle  the,  for  yf  I 
shuld  telle  the,  thou  shuldest  love  hym,  and  cherissh  hym,  and  not 
the  other ;  Therfore  while  thou  livest,  thou  shalt  cherissh  hem  all 
y-like."  IF  The  Emperour,  whan  he  hadde  herd  this,  he  was  in  pease, 
and  wold  no  more  speke  of*  the  matir.  Sone  after  he  fille  sike ;  and 
whan  he  had  labomred  in  his  last  ende,  he  called  to  hym  his  iij. 
sonnes,  and  said  to  hem,  *'  Childreu),  I  shaH  not  ascape  this  sike- 
nease,  IT  But  I  have  a  precious  ryng,  and  I  bequeth  it  to  hym  that  is 
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Emp^roure  was,  as  is  )^e  maner  &  Eesoun),  wursbipefulli  buriedl. 
AftiV  his  buriinge  the  iij.  childerin  made  distaunce  for  ))e  King,  and 
that  longe,  til  tyme  fat  ])e  yonger  bro]>er  seide,  **  pis  is  not  worthe  to 
make  sache  a  stryf;  late  ys  go  to  the  kynge  of  Ieru«akm,  jrat 
dwelli|)e  hei*  beside  vs,  &  late  vs  stonde  to  his  dome."  ]>eime  seide 
fey,  "  pai  is  gode  coonseiH,"  pej  yede  to  fe  kynge,  &  tolde  him 
howe,  &  yndir  what  wordes,  fat  hir  fadii  had  biquethe  his  nng.^ 
Anoon)  fe  kynge  made  fe  Emperour  to  be  had  out  of  fe  Er])e,  & 
made  his  body  be  y-bounde  to  a  tree ;  &  he  made  echon  of  hem  to 
take  a  bowe  &  an  arowe,  and  bad  hem  shete  at  him,  echoh)  aftir 
of  ere ;  for  he  that  8mot«  deppest  in  to  the  herte  of  him,  he  shulde 
have  fe  Rynge.  they  made  hem  Eedy  to  this  werke,  in  so  moche 
that  he  firste  toke  an  arowe,  &  shot  a  depe  stroke  in  to  the  herte  'of 
the  dede  body ;  fe  secounde  smote  deppere  than  the  firste ;  &  the 
yongest  stoode  a-fer,  and  be-helde  the  foils  shete.  "  Come  nere,"  quod 
the  kyng,  "  and  shete  thow ;  now  late  see,  yf  thow  mow  passe  hem." 
water  fel  fro  his  yen),  and  he  saide,  **  nay,  god  forbede,  sir,  that  I 
shuld  do  swiche  a  dispite  to  him  fat  me  gate  !   I  nolde  do  it  for  al 

»  |>mg,  MS.  '  leaf  179,  col.  2. 
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my  sone  of  you  iij."  whan  he  had  said  this,  he  died,  sone  aftir, 
whan  he  was  buried,  the  iij.  sonnes  striyeu)  for  the  ryng.  than  the 
yonger  brother  said,  "  we  are  brethern) ;  it  is  not  good  that  stiyf  be 
amonge  vs.  IF  Here  be-side  there  dwelletfi  a  kyng ;  go  we  to  hym, 
and  as  he  demeth  lette  ys  stonde  to  his  dome,  for  he  is  a  wise  man." 
they  saiden),  **  this  is  a  good  counsaile."  and  anon  they  wenten  to 
the  kyng,  and  said  to  hym,  how  her  fadir  had  bequet&  a  ryng  to 
hym  that  is  ^  his  sone  of  hem  three.  IF  The  kyng,  whan  he  had  herd 
the  tale,  he  said,  **  gothe,  and  take  yp  your  fadir  out  of  the  erihe, 
and  bynde  his  body  fast  to  a  tree ;  and  than  shaH  I  sey  what  is  to 
done."  Thei  didde  as  he  badde.  IF  Than  said  the  kyng,  "  eche  of 
you  must  have  a  bowe  and  an  arowe ;  and  he  that  shetet^  deppest 
in  his  fadirs  hert,  he  shali  haye  the  rynge."  IF  The  eldest  shotte,  and 
smote  depe  in  his  Fadirs  hert.  after  that,  the  Second  sone  shotte, 
and  smote  depper  than  did  the  first.  Than  said  the  kyng,  "for 
sothe  thou  hast  smytten  depper  fan  thi  brothei^."  IF  The  yongest 
brother  stode  aferre,  and  wept  bitterly.  The  kyng  said,  "  frende, 
«hote  as  thi  brethern)  have  done."     ''god  forbede !"  said  he,  "that 

'  leaf  19. 
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the  wordle."  Thenne  seide  the  kynge,  "  I  am  now  sekir  J>at  thow 
art  his  lawfull  sone,  and  the  othir  too  bethe  bastardes,  an(J  not  of 
his  blode,  and  that  is  wel  sene  now;  and  ferefoi*  have  hei^  this 
Binge,  as  for  thi  Eight,  wel  wist  youre  fadir  what  he  ment,  when 
he  bequathe  the  Binge,  &  saide,  *  I  yeve  hit  to  bim  of  yow,  that  is 
myji ' "  &C.     Amen  ! 

MOBALITBS. 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  oure  lord  Ih«MU  Criste ;  J>e  Em- 
pcres  is  holy  chirche;  J»e  iij.  childerin  bethe  iij.  kyndes  of  men); 
^  ringe  that  is  rounde  betokenithe  hevene.  by  the  iirste  sone 
we  vndiistonde  lewes  &  sarsinis ;  by  the  secounde  sone  fals  Ciisten 
men,  that  afbir  hir  baptim  drawithe  toward  ^  devil ;  and  by  the 
thiide  sone  we  vndiistonde  the  chosyn)  childerin  of  god.  Nowe  be 
fiiste  childe  shetithe,  sci/.  lewes  &  sarasins,  the  whiche  trowithe  not 
that  he  was  I-boi'  of  a  viigine,  &  toke  passion),  &  suf&id  de))e,  and 
-was  I-bnned.  ])e  Secounde  sone  is  a  fals  Ciisten  man) ;  he  smitethe 
depper,  whenne  he  dothe  a  dedely  synne,  fe  whiche  in  tyme  of 

[Second  Vergiun.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

I  shuld  do  that  dispite  vnto  hym  that  gate  me,  and  that  I  shuld 
peiissh  his  heit ;  foi  aH  the  good  in  the  woild  wold  I  not  do  that 
dispite  to  my  fadii."  IT  Than  said  the  kyng,  "  with  out  doute  thou 
art  his  sone ;  and  the  othei  aie  not  his  sonnes ;  and  therfoie  your 
fadir  bequathe  wele  the  lyng."  and  so  the  yongest  sone  resceived 
it,  and  ended  his  lyf  in  pease. 

Deelaracio.  Fiendes,  this  Emp^oui'  is  our  lord  Ihe^u  crist. 
The  Empresse  is  holy  chirch ;  the  iij.  sonnes  are  iij.  manor  of  men. 
The  TjngQ,  that  is  rounde  witAouten  an  ende,  betokenetfi  heven.  IT  By 
the  first  sone  we  shali  vndrestond  the  lewes  and  the  Sarasynes,  IF  And 
by  the  second  we  shuH  vndrestond  false  cristen  men,  IT  And  by  the 
thirde  goddes  chosen)  sone.  IF  The  first  sone  that  shotte,  that  is,  the 
lewes  and  the  sarasynes,  that  trowe  not  that  crist  was  borne  of  a 
maide,  and  suffred  deth,  and  was  buried,  and  rose  agayn).  IF  But  the 
second  sone,  that  is,  a  false  cristen  man,  that  smote  hym  depper 
than  the  first  whan  he  dothe  a  dedely  synne ;  for  he  did  homage  to 
god  in  his  baptjrme,  Therfore  he  offended  god  more  grevously,  whan 
he  synneth  dedely,  than  the  lewe  or  the  sarasyn).  IT  But  the  thiide 
brother,  that  is,  a  good  cristen)  man,  that  sorowith  mekeH  ati  way 
whan  he  seeth  god  smytten)  and  offended  by  synne ;  for  he  wille  in 
no  wise  shete,  that  is,  to  synne  ayenst  god.  And  therfore  shaH  the 
rynge  be  yeve  to  su<^  one,  as  the  wise  kyng  that  domed  which  of 
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baptime  made  homage  to  go<$,  &  foisoke  the  deylH  and  alle  bis 

pomperis ',  &  in  ^ai  that  he  made  an  homage,  he  grevithe  god  moi' 

])ai]>  a  lewe  or  a  sarasyne,  ])at  nevir  made  none.     But  the  tliirde 

8oue,  set/,  a  gode  Cristen)  man,  he  soiowithe  mnche,  wbanne  he 

sethe  god  so  smiteii)  by  synne,  &  he  woUe  ^not  shete  by  no  man^ ; 

and  ther-foie  to  him,  as  to  the  woiihi  childe  and  a  trewe  sooe,  is 

yeveii)  the  Rynge,  aetl,  fe  loye  of  the  kyngdom)  of  hevene.    Ad  quod 

no8  peisducai  &c. 

'  leaf  179,  back,  ool.  1. 

[Second  Vernon.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

the  iij.  bretheni)  shnld  have  the  Tyng,  that  is,  the  second  persone  of 
the  Trinite,  the  wisedom)  of  the  fadir,  to  whom  aH  domes  are  yeveid. 
IF  This  is  the  wise  kyng,  that  shaH  deme  at  the  day  of  dome  which  of 
thise  iij.  biethern),  that  is,  which  of  thise  iij.  peple,  shaH  have  the 
rynge.  IF  The  filrst  sone,  tho  ben  the  hetheh)  peple,  that  wold  not  leva 
on  god.  IF  The  second  sone  ai'  false  cristen  men,  that  amend  hem 
not,  while  the!  liven  with  contricioii),  ^confession),  and  satisfaccioiA. 
none  of  thise  ij.  peple  shall  have  the  rynge,  but  be  dampned  to 
helle.  IF  The  thirde  sone  are  aH  trew  cristen  men  and  women,  and 
tho  that  have  be  synners,  and  have  amended  her  lyf  here,  while 
thei  lived  by  contricion),  confession),  and  satisfaccion),  and  other 
good  werkes  of  mercy.  IF  To  hem  shall  be  yeven)  the  lynge  that  is 
rounde,  and  hathe  none  ende,  by  the  whiche  is  vndirstond  tiie  blisse 
of  heven,  that  hath  none  ende.  IF  To  the  whiche  loye  and  bhsse 
brynge  vs  this  wyse  domesman,  whan  he  ahi^  sitte,  and  deme  tiewly 
aH  thynge  1 

>  leaf  19,  back. 


[  XLHL  ] 

ARCHILAUS  A  WISE  EMPJEflOURK 
(of  thb  wonderful  shibt  hade  bt  a  virgin.) 

ARchilaus  Beignid  a  wise  Emparoiire  in  the  citee  of  Rome,  a 
semly  mafi,  and  of  grete  statore ;  and  this  Empdrour  desirid 
gretly  to  have  a  sherte  sotelyche  I-made  for  his  body,  and  wolde 
have  it  I-made  by  ]>e  hondis  of  a  viigine  vnfoulid.  And  tiierfore  be 
sente  messageris  oner  al  the  Empire,  to  loke  yf  eny  swiche  myght  be 
founde,  ^ai  coude  make  swiche  a  shirte,  but  they  coude  f ynde  noon), 
bnt  that  they  wei*  comipte,  or  vnperfite  of  the  ciafte,  or  vncnnnynge 
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in  the  xnyBtery.  So  oii)  a  day,  as  this  Emp^roaie  went  in  his 
orcharde,  fere  come  to  him  a  Secretaries  ])at  was  nye  of  his  counseifi, 
ancl  saide  to  him,  ''sir,  ther  is  a  damiseH  dwellyng  hei'  in  this 
londe,  Mre  and  gracious,  ancl  merreilouBlye  sotil  in  crafte,  pe  whiche 
can  wel  werche  your  sherte,  aftir  yoore  desire  &  vse."  when)  the 
Emperoure  huide  that^  he  was  glacl  and  iocounde ;  he  caUid  to  him 
a  messager,  &  saide  to  him,  "go,  in  al  the  haste  fat  fou  may,  for 
swiche  a  damesel,  and  make  to  hirp  a  faire  salatacion),  for  hit  is  tolde 
me,  that  she  is  pert,  &  wise,  &  clene,  for  to  do  my  desyre ;  and  yef 
to  hir  in  my  name  this  l3rnne  clothe,  fe  whiche  is  in  lenght  &  brede 
bat  i\|.  ynchis ;  and  sey  to  hir,  that  she  make  for  me  a  shirte  of  so 
litle  clo^,  longe  &  brode  y-nowhe  for  my  body ;  &  yf  so  be  that 
she  by  hir  sotill  ciafbe  fiilfille  my  wylle,  in  this  cas  [she]  shalle  be 
my  wjrf."  The  messager  come  to  the  damiselle,  and  in  the  name  of 
the  Emperonre  he  worshipfully  gret  hex',  and  seide  to  hir,  ''  damisel, 
my  loide  the  Emp^roni'  sendithe  me  to  the,  and  he  gretithe  ^e  weH ; 
^and  hex'  he  sendithe  the  lynne  clothe,  havinge  in  qnantite  iij. 
inchis ;  and  he  praythe  the  Enterly,  ^t  pou  make  for  him  of  this 
litle  qnantite  a  shirte,  and  that  hit  be  longe  &  brode  y-nowhe  for 
his  body."*  "  ))at  wei'  a  wondirfoll  thing,"  quod  she,  "  neuertheles 
I  Tndirtake  to  make  for  him  a  shirte  large  I-nowe  for  his  body."  pe 
messager  heringe  thes  wordes,  he  tumid  home  ayene,  and  tolde  to 
the  Emperoure  of  hir  aunswei'.  when  the  Emperoure  harde  that, 
he  ordeynid  an  honest  vessel,  in  the  whiche  she  shulde  werche  hit. 
))e  maide  yede  to  werke,  &  she  wrou3te  in  that  vessel  swiche  a  serke, 
laige  I-nowe  to  the  Emperoui'.  whefL  the  Emperoure  harde  that,  he 
weddid  the  damsel,  &  livid  faire  lyfe,  &c 

MOBALITEB. 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  god,  the  fadir  of  hevene,  the 
whiche  walkith  in  the  faire  Oxcharde  of  hevene ;  and  bifoi'  the 
tyme  that  he  had  takin  fleshe  of  mankynde  that  was  loste,  he 
thowte  of  hit,  and  of  the  lost ;  &  fereM  oui*  faderis  desirid  to  see  him 
in  fleshe,  bat  they  dud  not,  for  god  sent  his  sone,  when  he  sawe  tyme 
^erto.    The  gentil  damisel  was  the  blessid  wiigine  marie,  to  whom 

■  leaf  179,  back,  eol.  2. 
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go($  sent  the  archangell  gabrieH,  j>ai  grete  hir  when)  he  saide,  IT  Ave 
gracia  plena  !  IF  This  is  to  seye,  hayle  f ul  of  grace  !  neaer)»eles  she 
aimswerde  dontefolly,  seing,  thus,  IF  Quomodo  flet  istud  f  this  ia  to 
seje,  how  shulde  this  be  I-done  f  the  clothe  hathe  iij.  inchis,  «ci7. 
powei'  of  the  fadir,  wisdom)  of  the  sone,  &  grace  of  the  holy  goste ; 
an($  alle  the  worchinge  of  the  trinitee  was  I-put  in  hii',  when  she 
conseyuid  the  sone  of  god.  pe  vessell,  that  god  yaf  to  worche 
in,  was  sanctificacion)  that  he  made  in  the  wombe  of  his  modir, 
wher  withe  that  she  myght  conseyve  ])e  sonne  of  god;  ^and  so 
she  WTOvtCy  ]^at  al  the  worlde  myght  not  take  for  to  worche,  and  tho 
shirte,  that  was  wrovte,  was  the  manhode  of  Criste.  To  the  whi(^ 
archangel  she  yaf  graunt,  &  be-hite  him,  whefi  she  saide,  Ecce  andUa 
doniini ;  fiat  michi  secundum  verbum  tuum.  This  is  to  seye,  loo ! 
the  hande-mayde  of  the  lorde ;  be  it  I-do  to  me  aftir  thi  worde,  or 
as  fou  hast  I-seyde.  She  hadde  a  wessel  yevin)  to  hir,  whenne  hit 
was  I-seyde  to  hir,  Spiritus  aanctus  obumbrabit  AM,  pe  holy  gost 
shalle  liten)  in  the  as  a  shadow.  And  thus  she  be-oome  the  spouse 
of  Cziste  f or  Euarmoi'.     Que  nos perducat^  &c, 

[  XLIV.  ] 
SATURNINUS  A  WISE  EMPJEfiOUEE. 

(WHT  THE  emperor's  THREE  DAUGHTERS,   WHO  WERE  WIDOWS^ 
WOULD   NOT   ICARRT  A  SECOND   TIME.) 

SAtuminus  was  a  wys  Emp^roure  Beigning'  in  the  citee  of  Home  ; 
the  which  had  iij.  dowteris,  that  he  maryd  ynto  iij.  dukes,  with 
grete  loye  &  withe  grete  power* ;  and  withe  in  thre  yei*  pe  iij. 
dukis  wei*  dede,  and  i^\  wodewis  wei*  I-left  bihinde.  Aftir  pis  dethe, 
pe  Emperouf  come  to  the  first  dowter,  &  saide  to  hir,  **  dowter,  I 
counseiH  the,  that  pon  take  an  husbonde,  and  I  shalle  gete  the  a 
noble  man),  and  a  worthi."  "  Nay,"  quod  she,  ''  I  woUe  noon),  and 
that  for  this  skylle.  ye  wote  welle,  that  I  am  ney))ere  feire,  ne 
semlye,  ne  plesynge  to  mannis^  ye ;  and  J^erefore  no  mafi  woUe  take 
me  for  love,  but  for  my  Richesse ;  and  ))erefore  I  make  myn)  avowe* 

>  leaf  180,  ool.  1.  '  parduoal^  MS.  *  reignig,  M& 

*  man  is,  MS.  '  ayove,  MS. 
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to  god,  fa%  swiche  od)  wol  I  none  take."  Thenne  the  Emperoure 
come  to  fe  secounde,  and  saide  Eight  so  to  hir.  "  Nslj,*'  saide  she, 
and  that  for  this  caose,  "  yf  I  take  an  husbond,  I  shulde  love  him 
as  muche  as  him  ]>at  I  hadde  a-fore,  or  eHea  lesse ;  and  jf  I  lovid 
him  lasse,  ))eime  ther  shulde  be  no  trew  love  bitwene  vs,  and  yf  I^ 
lovid  him  as  moche  as  I  dude  the  firste,  that  had  my  maydinhode, 
^en  I  dide  out  of  Eeson),  as  me  semithe."  The  Emperour  yede  to  the 
Thirde,  and  seide,  "  wolt  ])ou  ]>at  I  gete  to  the  sxd  husbonde ;  yf 
thow  wolt  telle  me,  and  I  shalle  gete  the  on)  fallyng  to  thin  Estate  1 " 
**  A !  *god  forbede,"  quod  she,  "  for  holly  chirche  tellithe  vs,  ]>ak  a 
man  &  a  woman)  couplid  to>geder  in  matrimony  er  oo  body,  and 
two  in  sovle.  So  that  my  body  is  f  e  body  of  my  husbonde,  and  yf 
the  fleshe  be  so  deei*,  ]>enne  ere  the  boones  eke ;  &  ]>er6foi',  as  longe 
as  eny  bone  is  in  the  sepulcure  of  my  husbonde,  as  longe  shulle  I 
neuer  be  couplid  to  noon)  o^er  man)  ))anne  to  him."  whenne  the 
Emperoure  hadde  I-harde  al  thes  aunswens,  he  wolde  no  moi*  towcho 
to  hem  of  matrimonye ;  so  ^ey  yeld  goode  sowlis  to  god,  of  whos 
dethe  gret  lamentadon)  was  I-made,  &  soiow  in  the  cite. 

HORALITEB. 

DEre  Erendes,  ^is  Emperoure  is  god ;  by  the  i^'.  dowteris,  that 
bethe  I-marijd,  we  may  yndirstonde  sowlis,  whiche  havi]) 
in  hem  fre  thinge^,  bcU.  to  stire  or  meve  withe  sovlis  of 
feet^'  to  smelle  wit^  bested,  &  to  yndirstonde  wit^  aungles.  pe  iij. 
dowteris  were  marijd  to  i\j.  dukes  by  synne  of  the  furste  fadir ;  fe 
Boule  was  marijd  to  the  devil  be  pryde  of  lyfe,  maryed  to  the  worlde 
by  WTonge  covetise  of  yen),  and  also  to  the  fleshe  by  sensualite. 
pea  bethe  ouie  iij.  Enmyes ;  but  by  doynge  of  penaunse,  and  by  the 
passion)  of  Criste,  ])eye  wei'  dede,  &  so  subiecte  to  men,  fat  alle  men 
in  the  worlde  my^t  withstonde  for  to  Eesseyve  synne,  and  to  be 
couplid  with  wickidnesse,  yf  fat  fe  fei'  woUe  only  assente  fere  to. 
&  ^erefore  seithe  Aag^8t^nu8,  Peecatum  voluidarium  est,  synne  is 
wilfuUe ;  that  a  man  dare  not  take  hit,  but  he  woUe  him  self e.  And 
ye  iij.  dukes,  that  wei'  the  husbondes  of  the  iij.  dowteris,  may  be 

1  &  yf  I  and^  yf  I,  MS.  *  leaf  180,  col.  2. 

»  Sic  MS,     8je  Mte§. 
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seide  the  hoi j  trenite^  that  coveytithe  a  man)  to  be  conplidl  to  him 
hy  penaunce ;  anci  ^eretort  late  yb  in  this  woxdle  he  so  Tnsundirl je 
couplidi  to  the  holye  trenitee,  that  we  mow  come  to  the  loye  of 
hevene.    Amen  1 

[  XLV.  ] 

FOLUCULUS  A  WISE  ISMFEEOUE. 

(the  btobt  of  thb  thbkb  cooks.) 

[OUiculus  a  wise  Emp^rouie  Beignid  in  the  citee  of  Bome; 
the  whiche  ordeynici  for  a  lawe,  that  if  a  woman)  dude 
avoutri  yndir  hir  hoshonde,  ])at  the  man  shiilde  be  departiii 
fro  hir,  &  ener  aftir  he  shulde  be  Bedy  wtt^  pQ  Emperour  in  bataile  ; 
ancI  yf  so  wei^  ))at  he  wan)  pe  victorie,  he  shulde  have  in  the  furste 
day  of  his  victorie  iiij.'  honoures,  ancI  in  the  secounde  day  he  shulde 
sustene  ii^'.  hevynessis,  pat  he  Enpiidicl'  him  not  for  the  honours. 
So  in  thilke  dayes  per  was  a  knyght  I-calliJ  Acheron),  pe  whiche 
hadde  a  fayre  woman)  to  wyve;  ancI  this  womap)  lovid  ano^ere 
kni3t,  by  weye  of  synne.  hit  bif el  a  cas,  pat  hir  husbonde  was  I- 
Eeddeh)  to  his  contre,  of  the  whiche  Bldinge  that  oj^ere  kni3t  had 
c6rti£cacioD) ;  &  so  he  come  in,  &  lay  by  his  wyf  al  nyght  And 
>  leaf  180,  back,  ool  1.  *  iQ.  Ma  *  eopriuide,  MS. 
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[XIIL    20a/ 19,  back.] 

PElliculus  reigned  in  Rome,  the  whicb  made  a  lawe,  that  yf  a 
woman  had  done  advowtry  vndir  her  husbond,  jf  he  myght 
lawfully  preve  it,  he  shuld  be  departed  from  her,  and  after- 
ward be  redy  in  every  bataile  of  the  Emperoux* ;  and  yf  he  had  the 
victory,  the  first  day  he  shuld  have  iiij.  worshippes,  and  the  second 
day  he  shuld  suffre  iiij.  shames,  lest  he  shuld  be  over  provde  of  his 
worshippes.  IT  There  was  that  tyme  a  knyght,  whoa  name  was 
called^  Accaron,  that  had  a  faire  wyf;  and  she  loved  another  man 
inordynately.  IF  It  befille^  ones,  that  this'  knyght  her  husbond 
went  out  of  court,*  for  nedee  that*  he  had  to  do.*  IT  Whan  the^ 
other  knyght,  Amasius,  Hhat  the  lady  loved,®  perseived*  that,  he 
come  on  a  nyght  to  her  house,  that  he  myght  fulfille  his  lust  with 
the  lady.   If  there  were  than^^  in  the  house  i^\  Cokkes,  that  certayn) 

'  Om,  C.        •  fllle.        »  the.        *  the  oontre.        •  Om,        •  be  da 
'  that.        ■  Om.        •  8BW.         '•  Om, 


XLT.    THB  THREE   OOCSa.      STORT.      HARL,  7389,  &  ADDIT.  9066.      175 

in  this  pTace  wei*  iij.  cokke^,  that  TsicI  mtiche  to  crowe ;  AncI  as 
the  lady  laye  in  hir  hedde  withe  the  knijt,  she  haide  the  cokke 
crowe,  and  she  seide  to  hir  sarvaunt,  **  what  menith  this  cok,  that 
cTOwithe  thost"  pe  sarvaunt  answerid  in  this  maner,  "the  cok 
seithe  in  his  songe,  that  thow  dost  thin  hushonde  wronge."  then 
the  lady  seyde  he  shulde  he  dede ;  &  so  he  was  indede.  Anon)  the 
seconnde  coke  hegan)  to  crow, — ''what  menithe  thisl"  qnod  the 
lady.  &  }e  sarvaunt  saide,  "  My  felowe  for  his  sothe  sawe,  hathe 
loste  his  \jf  and  lithe  fnl  lawe.''  "  And  seithe  he  so  1 "  quod  the 
lady ;  ''  Now  for  sope  he  shalle  lese  lus  crowinge."  The  coke  was 
dede  Anoon);  And  the  lady  was  lede  downe  Anoon)  Ayene ;  And 
the  thirde  ookke  ciewe,  wtt^  a  gret  Yoyse  &  a  bolde.  ''Seye," 
qnod  the  lady, ''  in  the  develis  name,  what  seithe  he  now  t "  And 
the  mayde  avnswerid  in  this  maner,  &  saide  thus,  "ae\pe  the 
cokkoy '  hei^,  and  see,  &  sey  nowte,  ^nne  pn  maiste  have  aUe  thi 
wille.'"^  Versus:  Audi,  vide,  face,  si  iu  vis  viuere  pace.  IF  })en 
saide  the  lady,  "sle  not  that  cok,  by  no  wey."  Aftir  al  this,  fe 
kn^t  hir  hushonde  come  home ;  and  or  he  had  he  longe  at  home, 
'he  was  certifijd  of  the  dethe  of  the  cocker.  He  yede  to  the 
'  thowte?    Ses  Note$.  '  leaf  180,  back,  ool.  2. 
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tymes  W  the  nyght^  crowed.'  II  whan  the  lady  was  ^abedde,  she' 
herd  the  first  Cokke  synge.  She  said  to  her  maiden),^  ''  what  seitfi 
the  Cokke  in  his  songe  1"  ^''for  sothe,"  she  said,^  "thou  doest  thi 
lord  wronge."  She  said  'to  her  maide,*  "  I  Ville  that^  the  Cokke 
be  slayn)  anon) ; "  and  so  he  was.  IF  After  that,  the  second  Cokke 
songe.  the  lady  said  to  her  maide,  "  what  syngeth  this'  Cokkel" 
"  tMs  Cokke  seith,*  '  my  felaw  for  his  soth  saw,  hath  lost^®  his  lyf*, 
and  lieth  fufi  lawe.' "  the  lady  said,  "  I  'wille  that^^  the  Cokke  have 
the  quede ;  and  for  his  songe  he  shaH  he  dede."  IF  The  third  Cokke 
songe  sone  aftir  that,  and^'  the  lady  seid  to  her  maiden),^'  "what  seitb 
the  Cokke  ^* )"  she  said,  "  the  Cokke  seith  thus,  <  here,  and  se,  and 
hold  the  stille,  and  thar  thou  may  have  att"  thy  wille.' "  IF  Than^' 
the  lady  said,  "  I  wille  not  slee  that  Cokke."  and  so  that  Cokke  had 
his  lyf^.     IF  After  that,  the  knyght  her  hushond  come  home,  and 

'  Om.        *  song.        '  leyde  in  bedde,  and.        *  mayde. 

*  The  mayde  aeyde,  *'  The  ook  sey th  la  his  song,  that.        '  Om. 

^  wole.        *  the.        '  She  seyde  *<  The  ook  syngeth.        ^^  lore.         '*  wole. 
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Emperouie,  andF  askiJ  a  devorce,  as  the  lawe  wolde.  ])eime  aaide 
pe  Emperoure,  "  thow  most  go  witJi  me  in  to  bataille."  "  S«r,  I 
assent/'  quod  be,  ^'  but  I  aske  wbat  sbolde  be  to  bim  tbat  browte 
home  the  yictorye."  ])enne  seyde  the  Emperoure,  wben  the  victor^ 
of  the  bataili  wei'  come  home,  he  shulde  have  in  the  first  day  iiij. 
woTshipis;  of  the  whiche  this  is  ye  first,  he  shalle  be  sette  in  a 
chan',  &  iiij.  white  hors  shuUe  drawe  hit  to  the  palyse  of  the 
Emperottr ;  The  secounde  is,  pat  aH  his  trespassouis  &  Aduersarijs 
shulde  folowe  his  chare  behynde  him,  withe  boundeh)  hondis  & 
fete ;  The  thirde  is,  that  he  shalle  be  cladde  withe  a  cote  j>at  is 
I-caUicI  Tunica  iouis,  IF  and  alle  men  shul  knele  af  oi'  him ;  and  the 
fovrthe  is,  that  he  shalle  sitte  that  day  be-syde  the  Emperoure.  But 
the  secounde  day  he  shalle  sustene  perioi  ii^'.  hevinessLs ;  For  in  the 
firste  his  cote  shal  be  takin)  &o  him,  &  he  shall  be  in  Eeputacion)  as 
a  fooL  So  wtt^ute  ony  moi'  of  ]>is  mater,  he  yede  forthe  to  bataile, 
anci  had  pe  victorye ;  and  after  took  bo]}e  honoures  &  dolours,  as  is 

*  victory,  MS. 
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herd   playnly   how    the    Cokkes    were    slayu).     he    went    to    the 
Emperour,  and  asked  a^  devorce,  by  cause  his  ^wyf"  was  founde' 
in  advowtrye.     IF  And  whan  the  devorce  was  made,  the  Emperour 
said  vnto*  the  knyght,  "now  the  behoveth,*  after  the  lawe,  to  go 
to  my  bataile."     The  knyght  said,  "  it^  liketh  me  wele,  But  what 
shall  the  lawe  yeve  hyui  that  hath  the  victorye  in^  bataile ;  that  wold 
I  know."     IT  The  Emperour  said,  "  whan  he  cometh  that  is  over- 
comer  of  the  bataile,  he  shcdl  first  have  iiij.  worshippes.     the  first 
worshippe  is  this,^  that  he  shaH  sitte  in  a  chare,  and  iiij.  white 
stedes  shall  draw  it  to  the  paleys.     The  second  worshippe  ^s,  that 
alle^  malefactours  shuH  folow  his  chare,  and^^  her  handes  'shaH  be^^ 
bounde  be-hynde  hem.     IT  The  thirde  worshippe  is,  that  thei  shuH 
do  on  hym  'lubitei'  clothe^  *of  worshippe,  and  aH  men  shaH  knele 
before  hym.^*  The  fourthe  worshippe  is  this,^*  that  day  he  shaH  sitto 
by  the  Emperours  side.     IF  But  the  second  day  he  shali:  suflfre  iiij. 
diseases,  that  is,  he  shaH  be  taken)  as  a  theef*,  and  shamfully  ledde^^ 
to  the^^  prison),  and  be  dispoyled  ^of  lubiter^^  clothyng,  and  as  a  fole 
he  shaH  be  holden)  of  aH  men^^;  'and  so  he  shaH  have,^^  that  went 
to  the  bataile,  and  had  the  victorie."     V  The  Emperour'  seyng  his 

*  Om,        *  leaf  20.        •  prouyd.        *  to.        »  byhoues.        •  That. 
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seide  befoi^,  lowely  &  obedientlye ;  For  whiche  grete  lowlinesse  J>e 
Emperoure  bilje  avauncid  him,  &  he  Endid  a  faii^  Ende,  &c 

MORAUTEB. 

God  men,  ]»is  Emperoure  is  Crist  pQ  Emp^rour  made  a  lawe, 
that  If  thi  wyf,  acU.  thi  flesh,  do  avoutrj,  fan  moste  be  de» 
partid  fro  hir,  ocU.  fro  fleshelj  affecciouns ;  for  by  synne 
is  a  man)  deply  in-dreynt  in  dethe  eiierlastyng.  for  synne  is  not  ly^t, 
but  it  is  hevy,  and  weythe  moi'  than  lede ;  for  yf  lede  fail:  fro  a  grete 
h^t,  hit  gothe  downe  no  for^ere  bnt  ]yrili])e  a  litle  downe  in  to  the 
Erthe,  bat  synne  in  twynkelynge  of  an  ye  ])rillithe^  alle  the  er^e, 
and  Bestithe  not  or  it  come  to  belle,  belle  is  in  the  middis  of  the 
Erihe  acU.  in  the  centi'  of  the  er)ra,  as  seithe  the  Fhilesophir ;  and 
ferloi^  'a  man  moste  be  ware  of  synne.  and  ferefore  god  wolle,  pat 
as  sone  as  the  fleshe  bathe  I-done  avontrye  by  synne,  ^at  thow  putte 
thi  selfe  to  the  bataile  of  penaunce,  and  sustene  fere  mekely  that  is 
I-pntte  to  the ;  and  therfoi'  sei))  'Katth,  Jugum  enim  meum  stiaue 
est,  et  onus  meum  leue^  ]^is  is  to  seye,  My  yoke,  BciL  penaunce,  is 
awete,  ecil.  for  it  tumithe  to  swetnesse,  &  my  charge  or  my  burdyiO, 
BdL  commaundement,  is  li3t  The  knyjt^  that  weddid  the  wyf,  ]^at 
dnde  ^  ayoutrye,  and  slow  the  cockis,  is  ])e  sone  of  god;  for  he 
weddid  the  sotde,  &  the  soule  trespassid  yndir  him,  by  the  synne  of 
Adam,  the  first  fader,     by  the  firste  cokk  that  is  slayne,  yndirstondo 

>  >riUid),  MS.  *  leaf  181,  ool.  1. 
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pacience^  and  meknesse,  promoted  hym  to  grete  richesse ;  and  so  in 
pease  he'  ended  his  lyf*. 

IF  Deolaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Emperour  of 
haven),  that  made  a  lawe,  that  yf  a  wyf  had  done  avowtrye,  that  is, 
thi  flessh,  yf  it  be  in  dedely  synne,  or  have  done  avowtrye,  thou 
owest  for  to  be  departed  from  it,  that  is,  from  flesshly  afifeccions ; 
For  by  dedely  synne  man  is  cast  into  helle.  IF  Therfore  our  lorde 
wille,  that  after  thi  flessh  have  done  avowtrye  by  dedly  synne,  that 
thou  put  thi  self*  to  bataile  of  penaunce,  that  wilfully  thou  suffre 
none  thyng  that  are  put  to  the.  IF  The  knyght,  of  whom  the  wyf 
had  done  avowtrye,  and  slayn)  the  Cokkes,  for  sothe  he  was  the 
Sonne  of  god,  that  wedded  mannes  soide ;  and  she,  by  synne  of  our 

*  grete  pociens.  '  Om, 
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prophetis,  ihe  wbiche  prophesied  and  tawte  a^enst  eyime ;  as  seithe 
MaUA.  Jenisalein/  ieruacUem/  que  ocddia  proplucXaa^  et  lapidas 
eo8  qui  ad  te  miasi  sunt,  this  is  to  sej,  Jerusalem!  that  sleist 
prophiteff,  &  steynist  hem  that  bethe  I-sent  to  the,  whi  dost  thow 
so  9  The  secomide  cok  pat  crowithe  bethe  apposteles  &  martiisy  that 
wei^  I-slayne  for  sothefastnesse ;  and  the  thirde  cok,  that  is  not 
slayne,  be^e  prelates  &  prechoyris  that  hf^fe  now,  that  dare  not,  ne 
woUe  not  seje  sothe,  but  plesithe  al  men) ;  and  the  moi'  harm)  is. 
The  worthi  knijt  Criste,  seinge  so  many  wronger  don)  to  him  bj 
synne  in  this  cas,  he  suffrid  mekelye  bo))e  honours  and  hevinessis, 
as  dude  the  knijt ;  for  he  satte  in  the  chaire,  acil,  yppon)  an  asse, 
and  ii\j.  white  horse  drow  hit,  sct7.  iiij.  cardinall  vertues,  that  wei' 
eu^rmoi'  withe  him.  The  secounde  honoui'  was,  that  aUe  his  Ivel 
doeiB  sholde  folow,  bcU,  a  multitude  of  peple  come  bifoi*  Crist  & 
behynde,  seinge,  OsannaJUio  dauidi  henodieiua  qui  vemi  in  nojaiue 
domini  /  pe  sone  of  dauid  make  vs  safe  1  blessid  be  he  that  oomy]>e 
in  the  name  of  the  lord !  The  ^ridde  honour  was,  that  he  shulde 
be  clad  wiiJi  the  cote  y-callid  tunyca  iofiis,  p&t  was  whenne  )w  iewis 
strewid  clothis  &  flowris  in  the  weye.  The  ierpe  honours  was,  jKit 
he  shulde  sitte  at  the  table  withe  the  Empdroui',  and  so  dude  he ; 

[Secand  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

first  fadir  Adam,  was  avowterei'.  1[  The  first  cokke,  that  is  slayn), 
are  the  prophetes,  that  prechen)  ayenst  synne.  IF  The  Second  cokke 
are  the  appostels  and  martirs,  that  were  slayn)  for  the  trouthe. 
IT  The  thirde  Cokke  ai'  prelates  and  prechours,  that  in  thise  daies 
dare  not  ne  wille  not  sey  the  trouthe,  but  flattre  the  peple.  wo  shidi 
be  to  such  at  domesday  I  IF  The  knyght^  that  had  the  worshippe, 
is  crist ;  For  whan  crist  sawe  that  so  many  evels  were  wrought  by 
synne,  he  yaf*  bataile  to  the  develi.  IF  The  first  day,  that  was  oh) 
Palme  sonday,  foure  fold  worshippes  were  done  vnto  hym.  IF  First 
he  satte  in  a  chare,  that  was,  ypon  an  asse;  and  iiij.  ^ white  horse 
were  iig.  CardenaH  vertues,  that  aH  way  were  with  hym.  IF  The 
second  worshippe  was  that^  that  aii:  the  malefactours  f  olowed  hym ; 
that  was  the  multitude  of  peple  that  was  before  and  behynde,  goyng 
criyng,  "our  lord  save  vsl"  IF  The  thirde  worshippe  was,  that 
lubiter  coote  was  done  on  hym,  that  is,  the  lewes  casten)  in  the  way 
clothes  and  floures,  and  did  hym  worshippe.  IF  The  fourthe 
worshippe  was,  that  he  satte  at  the  Emp^rours  table ;  so  he  satte 

'  leaf  20,  back. 
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he  satte  in  the  temple  of  Jerusalexi]).  hut  in  tyme  of  passioun),  see/, 
in  good  fridaj,  the  four^  honoured  tamid  in  to  iii^'.  heyinesse[8],  for 
^pere  as  he  furst  Hode  vpon)  an  asse,  aftirward  ^ei  toke  him,  as  he 
had  hen  a  thef ;  &  perior  he  saide,  Tanqtiam  ad  latranem  exist ia^ 
cum  gladiia  ^  fustibus  eomprehendere  me.  As  to  a  thef  ye  come  oute, 
'With  sweides  &  hatter  to  take  me.  Ayenest  )»e  secounde  honour, 
wher  as  they  come  &  mette  him  so  Eeaerently,  ^ey  hrowte  him 
Bham fully  to  ^e  house  of  Kayfas,  withe  many  Eeprevis  &  scomes. 
Ayenste  the  thirde  honouie,  that  he  shulde  he  cladde  withe  the  cote 
of  ionis,  pel  spoylid  [him]  of  al  his  dothinge ;  and  ayenste  )»e  fer^o, 
fey  did  him  ypon)  the  crosse,  and  spette  on)  his  face,  and  huffetid 
him.  Loo !  goode  sins,  what  scornis  and  Eeprevis  that  oui'  lorde 
Xhe^n  Criste  sofferid  for  the  sovle  pat  dude  avowtrye.  late  vs  J^ere^oi^ 
snff^  for  his  love  penaunce  in  this  worlde,  that  we  mowe  come  to  his 
blisse.     Amen  I 

>  foorthe,  MS.  *  leaf  181,  ool.  2. 
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in  lemsalem  amonge  the  doctours.  IF  But  afterward  on  good 
friday,  agayn)  his  iiij.  worshippes  thei  didden)  to  hym  iiij.  diseases, 
agayn)  the  firste  worshippe,  that  [he]  satte  on  the  Asse,  They  token) 
hym  as  he  had  hen)  a  theef*.  Agayn)  the  second  worshippe,  thab 
thei  comen)  agayn)  hym  with  reverence,  Afterward  thei  ladde  hym 
shamfuUy  to  Cayphas  house.  Agayn)  the  thirde  worshippe,  [that] 
thei  did  on  hym  luhiter  cote,  Forsothe  thei  dispoyled  hym  of  aa 
his  clothes.  %  Agayn)  the  mj.  worshippe,  that  he  satte  at  the  table 
of  the  Emperour,  thei  put  hym  on  the  crosse,  and  spette  in  his  face, 
and  gafi  hym  buffettis,  and  eyseli  and  galle.  IF  Therfore  sufire  we 
here  some  payn)  for  his  love,  by  the  whiche  we  mow  come  to  hym, 
whan  we  shatir  passe  oute  of  the  world.     IT  Amen. 
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[  XLVI.  1 

GODFRIDUS  A  WISE  EMPiJiZOURE. 

(of  THB  KA.aiO  RINQ,  BROOCH   AND   CLOTH,  WHICH   AN   BMPEROB  LKFT 
TO   HIS  BONj  HOW  HB   LOST  THEM  AND   HOW  THEY  WERE  BEOOTEBED.) 

GOdfridus  regnid  a  wise  Emp^rour  in  the  cetee  of  Home,  &  he 
ha*  childerin)  that  he  louid  moche.  And  when  he  laye 
on)  his  dethe-bed,  he  callid  to  him  his  eldest  sonne,  and 
saide  to  him,  "  Dei'  sone,  the  heritage  that  my  fadir  lefte  &  biqnathe 
to  me,  holly  I  yeve  hit  to  the.''  Aftir  that  he  clepid  the  secounde 
sone,  and  saide  to  him,  "Dei*  sone,  I  have  certeyne  possessions, 
londis  and  tenemente^,  ^at  come  of  my  purchas,^  &  fertor,  sone,  I 
yeve  [the]  al  tho,  and  alle  oper  that  I  have,  with  oute  my  heritage." 
And  he  made  the  thirde  to  be  callid,  &  seide  to  him,  "  sone,  I  haye 
noo  mevable  goodes  to  yeve  the,  but  only  ^e  ieweH,^  scU,  a  presioua 
Einge,  a  gay  broche,  &  a  Eialt  clothe ;  and  thes  ig.  I  beqnethe  the. 
And  the  vertu  of  the  Einge  is  this,  that  who  so  eoer  bei'  hit  yp-on) 
him,  he  shalle  have  love  of  al  men) ;  The  vertu  of  the  broche  is  this, 
that  who  so  eu^re  bei*  hit  vpoh)  his  brest,  late  him  thinke  what  he 

'  purohuB,  MS.  *  IweUe,  Ma 
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GOdfridus  leigned  in  Home,  and^  had  i^.  sonnes,  the  whicK 
he  loved  mekett.'  Whan  he  laye  in'  his  dethe-bedde,  and 
shuld  dye,  he  called  first  to  hym  his  eldest  sone,  and  said 
to  hym,  ''  My  sone,  a&  the^  heritage,  the  which  my  fadir  lefte ^  me, 
holich*  I  leve  and  yeve  it^  to  the.''  IT  After  that,  he  called  to  hym 
his  second  sone,  and  said,^  My  sone,  dyverse  londes  and  tenementia 
I  have  bought,  and  ^heyn^  alt^  I  yeve  to^®  the,  what  so  evii'  thei  be, 
that  longe  not  to  the  heritage."  IT  Than  he  called  to  hym  the  thirde 
sone,  and  said  to  hym,  "  My^^  sone,  I  have  ^one  mevables^'  that  I 
may  yeve  to  the,  But  I  have  i\j.  lewelx,  that  I  bequethe  to^'  the, 
that  is,  a  precious  rynge,  and  a^^  broche,  and  a  precious  clothe.  The 
vertu  of  the  Eynge  is  this,  that  who  so  bere^'^  it,  shall  have  the  love 
of  aH  men.  IF  And**  the  vertu  of  the  broche  is  this,  yf  ^^  any  man  op 

*  thai        •  myohe^        •  on.        *  myn.        *  hathe  left  to.        •  Om, 
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wolle,  ^and  he  shalle  mete  ^erwiih  at  his  likynge ;  And  the  vertu  of 
the  clothe  is  swiche,  that  lete  a  man  sitte  yppon)  hit,  &  he  shalle  he 
in  what  partye  of  the  worlde  he  wolle  desire.  &,  sone,  I  yeve  the 
thes  iij.  andf  I  charge  the,  that  ^a  go  to  scole,  for  thow  shalt  hj 
ihes  iij.  gete  gode  I-nowhe."  when  this  was  seyde,  he  tumid  his 
body  to  the  walle,  and  yelde  vp  ))e  gost.  The  childerin  wttA  the 
mod^  Eeuerently  bnryed  him,  and  giet  lamentacion)  was  made  for 
his  dethe.  Then  the  Eldest  sone  occupied  his  eritage ;  the  Secounde 
Sonne  al  ^e  purchas.  And  the  Emperes  saide  to  the  yongest  sone, 
^  })i  fadir  yaf  to  the  a  Binge,  &  a  hioche,  &  a  clothe ;  here  I  take 
to  the  the  Einge,  that  thow  go  to  scole,  &  leme ;  and  yf  ^u  do 
weUe,  ^w  shalte  be  myn  owne  dei*  harte."  ])e  yonge  sone  receyvid 
the  Binge ;  and  his  name  was  lonathas ;  and  he  yede  to  an  vniuer- 
site,  and  yere  he  lemid,  in  a  mervelous  maner.  And  as  he  walkid 
in  a  certeyne  day  \er  in  the  citee,  \er  mette  iriih  him  a  faire 
woman);    &  whenne  lonathas  sawe  hir^  he  was  I-storid  to  an) 

*  leaf  181,  back,  col.  1. 
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woman  here  it  on  his  brest,  let  hym  desire  what  goodes  that  he 
wille  have  of  temporal!  goodes,  and  he  shi^  have  hem.^  IT  The 
vertu  of  the  clothe  is  this,^  who  so  Vver  have  it,  and'  sittil£  theron), 
lette  hym  thynke  in^  what  partye  of  the  world  he  wolle  ^  be,  and  he^ 
shaH  be  there.  Tho  iij.  lewelz^  I  bequeth  to^  the,  and  I  bid  the, 
that  thou  go  to  the  scole  ;  for  by  thise  iij.  lewelz^  thou  shalt  have^® 
I-iinoughe."  IT  Whan  the  fadir  ^'  had  thus^^  said,  he  turned  hym 
to  the  walle,  and  died.  IT  The  first  sone  Hoke  and^^  occupied  his^^ 
heritage,  If  And  tho  Second  sone  had^^  a&  that  was  purchased. 
IT  The  Empresse  called  to  her  her^^  yongest  sone,  and  said,  '^  My 
sone,  i\j.  thynges  thi  fadir  hath  left  the,  that  is  'to  sey,^^  A  Bynge,  A 
Broche,  and  a  Clothe.  And^^  I  take  the  the  Bynge,  that  thou  go  to 
the**  scole ;  but  be  wele^^  ware  of  womans  companye ;  and  sonne,^ 
yf  thou  leme  wele,  thou  shalt  be  to  me  a  welbeloved  sone."  IT  The 
yonge  sone^  lonalhas  toke  the  Bynge,  and  went  to  the  vniuersite ; 
and  there  ^he  lemed  and^  profited  wondirly.  IT  It  befelle^^  on  a 
day,  as^^  he  went  in  the^^  strete  of  the  towne,  he  mette  right  ^  a  faire 
woman.     Whan  lonatas  ^had  seen^  her,  he  was  take  in  her  love. 

'  think  that  is  plesiog  to  hym,  and  anone  he  shalle  fynd  it.        '  that. 

'  Om.        *  on.        •  wolde.        •  anone  he.        '  Ow.        •  Om.        •  Om. 

"  gete  the.         "  leaf  21.        "  And  whan  he        "  this.        "  Om.        '*  the. 

"  ocupied.        "  her.        '•  Om.        '•  Om.        *»  Om.        •'  Om.        "  Om. 

"  Om.         **  Om.         •*  fille.         ^  Om.        ^  a.         *"  with.         » saw. 
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vnlawf  uli  man^  of  love,  &  spake  to  hir  ther  of.  She  grauntic)  him, 
&  he  lay  withe  hir  al  nyght ;  and  afbir  helde  hir  stille  to  his  store. 
And  thorow  vertu  of  the  Ringe  he  hadde  getyn)  love  of  al  the 
vniufirsite ;  he  made  gret  fester,  and  no  thinge  him  lackid,  for  they 
lovid  him  so  moche,  that  for  his  love  they  yeve  him  I-nowe.  This 
woman),  that  was  his  lemaii),  hi3t  felicia ;  and  she  had  gret  marvayle 
])at  he  had  alle  thinge^  to  his  luste,  and  at  his  wille,  &  for-she  covde 
fynde  nere  ner  peny  wtt^  him.  So  in  a  nyght,  as  J>ei  lay  to-geder 
in  bed,  she  saide  to  him,  "worshipfull  sir,  ye  have  I-had  my 
maydinhode,  and  ye  shulle  have  me  as  longe  as  I  live ;  and  as  ye 
coveyte  me  to  be  Redye  to  youre  wille,  I  pray  yow  tellithe  me  a 
petucioh)  that  I  shalle  aske  of  yow,  sciZ.  how  ye  make  so  many  fester, 
&  havithe  so  muche  goode,  &  havithe  no  tresoure  ne  mony,  ];at  I  can 
se  1 "  ))enne  saide  he,  "  yf  so  be  that  I  telle  f  e  my  counseiH,  I  trowe 
J>at  f  ow  woldest  discouer  me."  "  Nay,  sir,  god  f orbede,"  quod  she, 
"fat  eu^r  I  shuld  ^do  that  traytorye  to  yowe!"  )>eniie  said  he, 
"  My  fadir  hathe  biquethe  to  me  this  Einge,  fat  J)ow  seist  me  have 
on)  my  finger ;  and  hit  liaf  e  swiche  a  vertu,  that  he  that  beiitlie  liit 

'  leaf  181,  back,  col.  2. 
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Anon)  he  spake  ^  of  inordynate  love,  and  she  consented  to  hym ;  and 
^he  slept  with  her,  and  held  her  with  hym,*  by  the^  vertu  of  the 
Eynge;  'and  also*  he  had  love  of  all  the  xmyversite.  he  made 
dy verse  festes,  and^  of  no  thyng  he  def anted* ;  and  men  loved  hym 
so  meketi,^  that  for  his  love  men®  yaf  hym  I-now.  IT  Amasie,  liis 
love,  had  mekeS®  wondir  that  he  was  I-fedde^®  so  deyntely,  and  had 
an  thynge^^  at  his"  hande,  and  she^^  sawe  no^*  peny  with  hym.  If  On 
a  nyght,  as  they  laye  in^^  bedde  to-gedre,  She  said,  "  a !  'my  gentile^* 
sir,  ye  have  my  maydenhode ;  and  as  longe  as  I  lyve  I  shaH  be  at 
your  wille.  IT  I  pray  you,  that  ye  wille^^  graunte  me  a  liteH:  peticioii), 
yf  it  like  you.  how  ^gete  ye^®  so  mekett^®  good,  and  maken)  so  many 
feestis,  and  I  se  you  have  no  peny  ne  tresoui^l"  IF  He  said, 
"happely  and^*^  I  tell  the  the  trouthe,  thou  woldest**  be-wreye  ^y 
counsaile." 22  She  said,  "god  for-bede  'that  of  me  shuld  be  done*^ 
suche  a  trespasse  ayenst**  you  1"     IT  Than  he  said,  "my  fadir  lefte 

»  spake  to  her.         •  Om,        •  Om.        *  Oni,        *  Oin.        •  had  defaute. 

» myche.        *  thei.        •  mych.        '°  feddo.         "  Om.        "  Om.        "  am. 

'*  no  thing  ne.        "  in  a.         "  Om.        "  wole,  patnm.        "  ye  gete. 

»»  mych.         ^  if.         *'  shodyfit.         **  me.         »  me,  that  I  sholde  do. 

**  agayne. 
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on)  his  finger,  shalle  have  love  of  alle  men,  and  so  al  men)  lovithe 
me  theifore  so  mocbe,  ^at  what  so  ener  I  aske  of  hem  )>ei  yevithe 
me."  And  then  saide  she,  '*  sir,  whi  wolde  thow  neu6r  telle  me  ^is 
or  nowe,  for  pmlis  that  myght  falleT'  "whil"  quod  lonathas, 
''what  pmle  myght* falle f"  ])enne  saide  felicia,  **j>ovL  goste  ofbe 
tyme  in  the  towne,  &  ^  thow  my^test  les  hit  by  some  chavnse ; 
And  for  to  lese  swiche  a  lewelle,  hit  wei'  grete  harme  &  p^riH ;  and 
^erfore,  dei'  birde,  leve  me  that  Kinge,  &  I  shalle  kepe  it."  lonathas 
yaff  goode  credense  to  hir  wordes,  &  toke  hir  the  Binge,  and  when 
hit  was  so  I-don),  ye  love  of  the  peple  bygan  to  tume  fro  him,  ne 
per  was  noon  that  wolde  eny  moi'  yeve  him,  as  fei  dud  afore.  And 
when)  he  p^rceyyid  that,  &  fat  the  cause  was  for  he  bare  not  the 
Binge,  he  tumid  ayene  to  his  lemman,  and  saide  to  hir,  that  she 
shulde  deliuar  hit  to  him  ayene.  And  thenne  she  be-ganne  to  feyne 
a  lesynge,  and  saide  with  a  loude  crie,  ''  Alas !  my  cheste  is  Lbroke, 
and  the  Binge  is  borne  a-wey ! "  )>enne  lonathas  was  hili  mevid, 
and  saide,  ''alas  !  wom?nan),  fat  &ier  I  saw  the  1 "  And  she  be-ganne 

[SeeoTid  Version.     Addit  MS,  9066.] 

me  the^  Bynge  that  is  on  my  fyngre,  the  whiche  hath  such  a  yertu, 
that  who  so  ever  here  it,  shati  have  love^  of  ati  folke.  therfore  ali 
folke  loven  me,  in  so^mekeli,^  that  what  ^so  ever^  I  aske  of  hem,  thei 
graunte  it  me."  IT  Than  said  she,  "  A  !  my  sir^,  whi  told  not  ye  me 
^is  before,**  for  periH  that  myght  falle."  IT  "  what  periti,"  he  said, 
"myght  ^hat  be* I"  IT  She  said,  '*Ye  go  ofte  sithes^  in  diu^rse 
felishipp«j  happely*  ye  myght  lese  the  Bynge,  and  it  Vere  grete 
pite*  to  lese  such  a  precious^®  leweH.  therfore,  my  ^good  sii*,^^  take 
me  the  Byng,  and  I  shall  kepe  it  as  my  lyf.*'  and**  lonatas  loved 
her  wele,*'  and  toke  her  the  Bynge,  for^*  to  kepe.  IT  Sone  after  that^* 
the  Bynge  was  from  hym,  the  love  of  men  began  to  faile  agayn)  hym, 
and  thei^*  wold  no  lenger  yeve  hym  as  thei  did  before.  ^^1F  Whan^® 
he  perseived  that,  ^he  ^ew  wele^*  it  was  for  ^cause  that^  he  bare  not 
the  rynge  j  and  ^than  he^^  said  to  his  love,  that  she  shuld  take  hym 
the  rynge.  She  Vrose  vp,^^  and  went  into  her  chambre,  and  f ayned 
a  lesyng ;  and  said  with  a  grete  crye,  "  Alias !  alias  I  my  cof&e  is 
broken),  and  the  Bynge  born)  away ! "  IT  Whan  lonatas  herd  that, 
he  was  gietly  stered  in  hym  self*,  and  said,  "  wo  be  the  tyme  that 

'  this.        •  the  loue.        •  myche.        *  Om,        •  of  this  byfore  hand. 

•  fftlle.       ^  i^the.       •  and  happyly.        •  is  perille.        *•  Om,       "  dere  Ioto, 

"  OnK        "  Om.        "  Om.        "  as.        »•  Om.        "  leaf  21,  back. 

»•  Om.        »»  Om.        «  Om.        «  Om.        ^  rose. 
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to  wepe,  &  to  make  [grete  sorow]  ;  and  lonathas  aawe  that,  &  saide, 
**  wepe  not,  for  god  hathe  holpin  me  hedir  to ; "  &  lie  trowid  hir 
Bight  welle.  So  he  wente  to  his  contre,  &  come  to  his  modir. 
vhenne  fe  Empresse  Sawe  him,  she  saide  to  him,  "  Dei^  sonne  whi 
ert  thow  come  hom  so  scone  fro  thi  studie  t "  peime  seide  lonathas, 
*'  A !  modir,  I  have  lost  my  Hynge,  by  cause  that  I  toke  hit  to  my 
lemman)."  Thenne  answeid  fe  modir,  '^  sone,  I  have  ofte  tyme  saide 
to  the,  that  thow  sholdeste  be  ware  of  womman) ;  and  now  I  wolle 
take  the  thi  broche,  but  loke  that  thow  lese  not  hif  lonathas 
Eesseyuid  fe  broche,  &  &stenid  hit  vppon)  his  brest,  and  yede  to 
the  ynin^*site,  as  he  dude  afoi'.  And  so,  thorowe  yertn  of  the 
broche,  he  gate  al  thinge  that  he  wolde  coyeite  towchinge  wordly 
goodes.  In  so  muche  that  the  damiselle  hadde  grete  marvayle  of  hit ; 
&  ^^fore  bothe  nyght  and  day  ^she  lay  aboute  him  to  seye  the 
sothe,  how  that  he  made  so  gret  fester,  and  hadde  so  deyntefnUe 
metis,  but  he  wolde  not  telle  hir  longe  tyme.     but  the  shiewe  weptQ 

'  leaf  182,  ool.  1. 
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eyer  I  saw  the  1'*  She  anon^  began)  to  wepe,  and  made'  to  hym 
grete  sorow.  IT  lonatas  loyed^  her,  ^and  had  pitee,^  and  said,* 
"  Wepe  not,  for  god  shall  yit  helpe  me."  IT  fThan  he  went  to  the 
Empresse,  his  modir ;  and  whan  she  saw  hym,  she  said,  '*  O !  my 
sone,.  whi  art  thou^  come  so  sone  from  scolet"  **X)  I  dere^  modir, 
I  haye  lost  my  Kynge,  by  cause  I  toke  it  my®  loye."  IT  She  said, 
''01  my  sone,  ofte  sithes  I  said  the,^  that  thou  shuldest^^  beware  of 
womans  company.  Now  I  take  the  the  broche,  and  beware  from 
hens  forward  that  thou  lese  it  not."  %  lonatas  toke  the  Broche, 
and  fastned^^  it  on  his  brest,  and  went  agayn)  to^'  scole.  iT  Anon 
his  loye  mette  hym,  and  made  hym  grete  chere.  lonatas  &yned  ail 
thyng,  but  yit  he  held  festes  as  he  did  before ;  for^'  what  so  eyer^^ 
he  wold  thynke  as  ynto^*  temporal!  goodes,  he  had  hem,  as^*  by  yertu 
of  the  broche.  his  loye  meryailed  as  she  did  before ;  and  nyghtes 
and  dales  she  asked  hym^^  ^d  praied  hym,  she  myght  haye  know- 
lech  how  he  fared  ^®  so  wele,  and  praied  afl^®  other  to  ^his  fest,*®  ^and 
had  no  goodes.*^     IT  ^In  no  wise  he  wold"  telle  her  of  ^  longe  tyme. 

*  Om,        *  shew.        •  leuyd.  .     *  Om.        •  seyd  to  here.        •  Om. 
^  He  seyde,  **  O I  my  dere.        •  to  my.       •  to  the.        "  sholde.       "  fastyd. 

»  to  the.        »»  Om.  •     "  Om.        "  Om.        "  Om.        "  of  hym. 

'*  that  he  sholde  shew  her  the  trouthe,  how  and  where  [he]  had,  that  he  ferde. 

'»  Om.        ^  festes.        "  Om.        »  He  wold  not,        *•  a. 
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si^dy  &  sedde,  ''  pon  txowest  not  me,  I  see  wel ;  &  I  wolle  bynde 
my  lyf  to  the,  to  kepe  ^i  counseiH,  &  thi  lewel  eke,  yf  ]k>u  haddist 
eny."  lonathas  tiowidf  hir  wordes,  and  tolde  hir  the  vertu  of  the 
broche.  )>enne  she  wepte  moi'  faste,  &  wolde  not  be  stille ;  &  ))ei]> 
saide  he,  "  Woman),  whi  wepist  thow,  and  for  what  cavse  sorowest 
four*  "for  I  trowe,"  quod  she,  "J>at  fow  wolte  lese  thi  bioche, 
and  thenne  thow  lesist  al  thi  thiyfte."  J^nne  saide  he,  ''What 
wolte  thow  coimsaile  me  in  this  cas  9 ''  ])enne  jshe  saide,  "  I  counseUle 
the,  that  fan  take  hit  me  to  kepe."  '^  I  trowe,"  quod  he,  ''  that  foxi 
wolte  lese  hit,  as  thow  loste  my  Binge."  ''I-wisse,"  quod  she, 
"Eaihir  shalle  the  sowle  parte  from)  my  bodye  or  I  lese  hit" 
lonathas  yndir  a  grete  triste  tooke  hir  fe  broche ;  and  sone  aftir  the 
godes  bygon)  to  fayle.  thenne  lonathas  entirid  in  to  the  chaumbr^, 
and  she  began)  to  crye,  as  she  dude  af oi',  and  saide,  ''  Alias !  ^e 
broche  is  I-stole;  I  wolle  now  for  woo  slee  nowe  my  self!"  she 
drowe  oute  a  knyf ,  &  Feynid  as  she  wolde  hare  smetin)  hir  selfe. 
Thenne  lonathas  trowid  that  she  wolde  have  slayne  hir  selve ;  he 

[Second  Veretan.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

f  Than^  she  wept,  and  said,  ''  alias !  alias  1  thou  loyest  me  not,  ne 
trostest  me  not,  ^for  yf  thou  woldest^  telle  me  the'  sothe,  I  wold 
bynde  hny  lyf*  that  I  shuld*  never  lese  youre  leweti."  whan 
lonatas  herd  this,^  he  leved  her  wele,^  and  told  her  of  the  vertu  of 
the  broche.  IT  Whan  she  herd  this,  she  wept  bitterly.  lonatas 
seid  Ho  her,®  "  whi  wepest  thou  thus  1 "  She  seid,  "  I  drede  me, 
Hhat  ye  shuH^  lese  your  broche;  than*®  shufi  ye  lese  a  grete  lewayle."^* 
be  said,  "what  Void  ye^^  counsaile  me  to  do  Hher  withl"^*  She 
said,  "that  ye  shuH  take  it  to ^*  me  to  kepe."  IT  he  said,  "  I  drede, 
that  thou  shuldest  lese  it,^^  as  thou  diddest  the  Eynge."  She  said, 
'^  forsothe,  dethe  shaH  first  take  ^e,  bothe  my  soule  and^*  my  body, 
^rather  than^'^  I  shuld  lese  the  broche."  IT  lonatas  loved  her  wele, 
and^^  toke  her  the  broche  to  kepe.  anon)  ^as  it  was  delyuered  from 
bym,  his^  goodes  failed  *sore,  and  than^®  he  asked  the*^  Broche 
agayii);^  and  anon)^  she  went  into  her  chambre,  and  cried,  "alias  ! 
alias!  and  wele  away !  the  broche  is  away.^*  I  wiUe  ^^sle  my  self* 
for  sorow ! "    %  lonatas  herd  this,  and  ranne  fast^  to  her,  trowyng 

*  alway.        •  if  ye  wolde.        '  (hh,        *  me.        •  wold.        •  that 

^  Qm,        *  Om,         '  lest  ye  ahoU.        *^  and  than.        "  vertu. 

"  woldeat  then.         "  Om.        "  Om,        '•  the  broche.         '•  my  soule  fro. 

'^  or.         "  Om,        "  after  that        *»  Om,        »'  her  the.        »  Om, 

"  Om,        ^  take  away.         *»  leaf  22.        »  Om, 
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toke  the  knyf  from  Mr,  &  saide,  ''damiflelle,  I  pray  the,  leve  thi 
wepinge,  for  I  foryeve  it  the  al  to-gedir."  Anoii)  by  canse  of  nede 
he  tumidf  home  ageyne,  and  vicdtid  his  moder.  And  whenne  his 
moder  sawe  him,  she  seide  to  him),  ''sey,  sone,  hast  thowe  lost  thi 
broche,  as  ^ow  didest  thi  Hinge  1  **  &  he  saide,  "  the  woman)  that 
had  fe  Binge,  hadde  the  broche  in  the  same  man^;"  bat  what 
worthe  of  hit  he  ne  knew,  as  he  saide.  })enne  )^  modir  beingo 
Jvele'  apayde  withe  him,  she  saide,  '^sonne,  pon  wotist  welle  I  have 
now  no  moi'  of  thyne  bnt  a  clothe,  &  J^^rfore  hei'  it  is ;  cbes  fon 
whei'  ^ow  wolte  kepe  it,  oi*  leve  it  hei*.  bat,  sone,  I  wamid  the  to 
be  ware  of  women."*  And  lonathas  seide  thenne  ayene,  "  So]yely, 
modir,  yf  so  be  that  the  clothe  be  lost,  I  shalle  neaer  moi'  thenne 
loke  fe  in  the  face."  ])enne  she  deliuerid  to  him  the  clothe,  and  he 
yede  'ayene  to  scole.  &  soone  aftir  his  vnthrifti  lemman  mette 
withe  him,  as  she  dade  afoi',  and  she  made  him  gode  chere,  &  kiste 
him ;  and  he  dide  as  thowhe  he  hadde  no  leweL  whenne  he  was 
in  his  hostelle,  sone  he  leyde  the  clothe  yndir  him,  and  bad  his 
1  Iwde,  MS.  '  wome,  MS.  '  leaf  182,  col.  2. 
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that  she  wold  sle  her  self' ;  and  toke  the  knyf*  from  her,  and  said, 
<*  make  not  suche  a^  sorow,  for^  I  foiyeye  the  att  Mhis  trespasse." 
IF  And  than'  anon  folowyng^  he  went  'the  seconded  tyme  vnto^  his 
modir,  the  Empresse.  whan  she  sawe  hym,  she  said,  *'  0  I  my  sone, 
how  is  it  with  the  1  hast  thou  lost  thi  broche,  as  thou  diddest^  thi 
rjmge  1 "  he  said,  "  ye,  modir ;  IT  The  woman  the  whiche  resceived 
the  rynge,  she'  hat&  the  Broche  also^;  and  what^he  hath  done'® 
withe  hem  I  wote  never."  IT  The  Empresse  said,  *'  my  sone,  thou 
knowest  wele  that  I  have  now^^  but  one^'  lewett,  that  is,  the^' 
precious  clothe,  now  thou  maist^^  chese,  whether  thou  wilt  kepe  it, 
or  lese  it  I  have  oft  sithes  said  to  the,  that  thou  shuldest  be  ware 
of  womans  wyles."  he  said,  "  a !  swete  modir,  I  shall  never  se  your 
face  and^*  I  lese  this^'  clothe."  IT  ^he  toke  the  clothe  of  his  modir,^^ 
and  went  ayene  to  the  scole.  IT  Anon)  his^'  love  come  ayenst^*  hym, 
and  made  'to  hym*^  grete  myrthe ;  'he  went  forth,'^  and  liteH  said. 
%  Whan  he  come  to  his  Inne,  he  spredde  the  clothe  vndimethe  hym, 
and  toke  with  hym  ij.  smale  hotels  of  wyne,  and  also^  brede  ^he 
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leman)  sitte  downe  biside  Mm  vppoii)  the  dothe ;  &  she  knewe  not 
of  the  yerta  of  the  clothe ;  anci  a-noon)  lonathas  thovte,  "  loide !  yf 
we  wei*  now  in  fer  contreee,  wher  neu^r  man  come  afore  this  I "  And 
thenne  withe  the  same  thovte  J>ey  wei*  bothe  KeysicI  vp  to-gedir,  in 
to  the  ferrest  coste  of  the  worlde,  wit^  the  clothe  wit^  hem.  Andf 
whenne  the  woman)  sawe  ]>at,  she  saide,  ^^  alas  1  what  do  we  hei*  1 " 
"  Hei*  we  bethe  nowe,"  quod  he,  "  and  her'  I  shalle  leve  the,  and 
bested  shalle  devoure  the,  for  that  thow  hast  I-holdyn)  my  Bynge,  & 
my  broche."  "A I  sir,  mercy,"  quod  she,  "for  sothely  yf  thow 
wolte  biynge  me  ayene  to  the  citee,  I  shalle  yeve  to  the  ^i  Binge 
and  thi  broche,  wttA  outen)  anye  ayene-stondynge ;  and  but  yf  I  do 
in  dede  pat  I  seye,  I  wolle  bynde  me  to  the  foulest  dethe."  lonathas 
trowid  hir,  &  saide,  "  loke  nowe,  that  ^ou  neuer  do  trespas  moi',  for 
yf  thow  do,  pou  shalt  dye.''  And  thenne  she  saide  to  him,  "  for 
the  love  of  god  tel  me  now  how  we  come  hedir  1 "  ])enne  saide  he, 
'^the  vertu  of  the  clothe  is,  that  who  so  euere  sittithe  ^er  vpon), 
shalle  be  in  what  coste  of  the  worlde  he  wolle  desire  to  be  ynne." 

[Second  Version,     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

toke  with  hym;^  IF  And  Hhan  he^  said  to  his  love,  that  she  shuld 
^come,  and*  sitte  by  hym.  She  knew  nat  the  vertu  of  the  clothe, 
and  sette  her  downe  by  hym  on  the  clothe.  IF  Anon)  lonatas 
thought,  "  I  wold  we  were  bothe  as  we  sitte  in  the  ^forest,  and  in 
the*  ^ferthest  parties*  of  the  world,  where  never  man  come."  whan 
he  had  thought  thus,^  they  were  bothe  take  vp  in  the  clothe,  and 
sette  in  the  f erthest  partie  of  the  world.  If  The  woman,  whan  she 
perseived  this,  she  cried,  "alias!  alias  I  ^  how  are  we  sette  here?" 
H  he  said,  "here  I  shtdi  leve  the  alone,  and  wylde  bestes  shali 
devowre  the,  for  thou  ^kepest  from  me®  my  Broche  and  my  Bynge." 
f  She  said,  "  good*  sir,  have  mercy  on  me ;  and  yf  ye^®  bryng  me  to 
the  Citee  there  I  was  to  day,  I  shatt  yeve  you  the  broche  and  the 
rynge ;  And  but  I  f ulfUl  this,  I  bynd  me  to  the  most  foule  dethe 
that  ye  wille^^  put  me  to."  IF  lonatas  yave  feith  to^*  her  wordes,  and 
said  to  her,  IT  "Be  ware  that  thou  trespasse  no  more  from  hens 
forward,  for  yf  thou  do,  thou  shalt  be  dede.  IT  She  said,  "nay, 
certes  I  shall  never  trespasse  ayenst  ^*  you.  but,  swete  sir,  ^I  pray 
yoa,^*  telle  me  how  we  are  sette  here  1  IF  he  said,  "  the  vertu  of  the 
clothe  is  this,  that  who  that^^  sitteth  theron,  he  shaH  be  in  what 
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And  then)  he  saide,  '^  for  so^e^  I  hadde  lener  slepe  then  al  ^  worldeB 
goode,  as  me  thinkithej  and  ^erefore,  I  pray  the,  ley  forthe  fi 
sherte,  fat  I  may  ligge  down),  and  have  a  litle  slepe."  she  dude  so, 
&  he  leyde  downe  his  hede  in  hir  shirte,  and  byganne  stronglye  to 
slepe.  ])enne  she  heringe  his  grete  slepe,  she  drow  the  parti  of  the 
clothe  that  was  vndir  him  vn  to  hir ;  &  yenne  she  thowte,  ''lord !  yf 
I  wei^  now  whei'  that  I  was  to-day ! "  and  anon)  sodenly  she  was 
browte  to  the  same  plase ;  &  lonathas  lay  stille  slepinge.  whenne 
he  wakid,  he  sawe  nei^ere  clothe^  ne  woman) ;  he  wepte  bitterly,  and 
saide,  "  Alas  1  alas  I  what  shalle  I  nowe  do  I  wot  neuere ;  and  I  am) 
worthi  al  this  bale,  for  I  tolde  to  the  woman)  al  my  counseiH."  he 
lokid  abowte  on)  enerye  side,  and  sawe  no  thinge  but  wilde  ^  bested, 
and  briddis  fleing  in  the  heii' ;  and  of  hem  he  hadde  grete  drede  in 
herte.  And  he  Rose  vp,  and  yede  by  a  certeyne  [pathe],  but  he 
wiste  nener  to  what  place,  and  as  he  yede,  fer  was  a  water  in  his 
weye,  ouer  the  whiche  he  moste  nedis  goo ;  and  whenne  he  £nteiid 

>  leaf  182,  baok,  ool.  1. 
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partie  of  the  world  that^  he  desireth  to  be."  IT  whan  this  was  said, 
" I  have,"  he  said,  '"a  wondir  grete  wille  to  slepe ;  Strecch  out  thi 
skirthe,*  that  I  may  rest  *me  thereon,  and  slepe^  a  while."  IT  And* 
anon  the  woman  ^  was  redy,  and  toke  his  hede  into  her  skirthe,  and 
he  began  strongely  for^  to  slepe.  She  beheld  that,^  and  drew  away 
softly^  the  clothe  that  was  vndre  hym  every  dele;  and  than^^  she 
thought,  "  wolde  god  that  I  were*^  there  as^*  I  was  'this  day"  atte 
morow !  "^^  and^^  anon)  she  was  sette  in  the  same  place ;  and  lonatas 
left  there  slepyng.  IT  And  whan  he  was  awaked  of  his  slepe,  *he 
loked  aH  aboute ;  and  whan  he  sawe^*  and  founde  neither  the  woman 
ne  the  cloth,  he  wept  bitterly,  and  said,  **  IT  Alias  !  alias  !  what  shaH 
I  now^^  do,  ^for  I  wote  not^®  whether^  to  fle ;  for^*  this  disease  I  have 
wele  deserved,  synne^  I  shewed  att  my  counsaile  'to  the  woman."** 
IT  he  loked  eiB.  aboute,  and  sawe  not  but  briddes  in  the  eyet'  fleyng, 
and  wyld  bestes  rynnyng  by  hym,  of  the  which  sight  he  was  gretely 
adred.''  If  he  rose,  and  went  forth  by  a  pathe,  but  to  what  place  or 
whetherward  he  wist  not.  IT  Whan  he  had  thus  longe  gone,  he 
come  to  a  watir,  over  the  which  he  must  wade ;  aiid  whan  he  had^ 

'  Om,        *  leaf  22,  baok.        '  akyrt        *  and  alepe  theronne.        *  Om. 

•  damselle.        '  Om,        ■  Om,        •  a  parte  of.         '•  Om.        "  were  now. 

'*  Om,        »  to-day.        »♦  morne.        "  Om,        "  Om.        ^  Om. 

"  ne  wote  I  neuer.         '*  fro,  MS.        *  sethe.        "  Om.        •*  aferde. 

"^  Om, 


XHE  MAGIO  RING,  BROOCH,  &  CLOTH.    STORT.    HL,  783?,  &  AD,  9066.     189 

into  ike  water,  it  was  so  bote,  )>at  hit  brende  of  tbe  flesbe  fro  ^e 
l)oone  of  bis  legged,  for  bit  diowe  a-wey  alle  tbe  flesbe  tbat  it  towcbid. 
And  lonathas  badde  ^er  a  crewette,  anci  fillicl  bit  of  tbat  water, 
tbo  be  yede  fortbe,  tille  be  saw  a  tree  folle  of  frute ;  and  ]>ere  be 
gaderid  frewte,  &  ete,  tborow  tbe  wbicbe  be  was  made  a  foule  lepie. 
And  J»oo  for  sorowe  be  fel  down),  &  seide,  ''  Corsid  be  tbe  day  wbei' 
in  I  was  borne,  and  also  tbe  boor^  in  wbicb  I  was  conseyvid  in  my 
modir  1 "  Aftir  tbis  be  Eose,  &  yede,  and  sawe  tbe  secounde  water ; 
and  dradde  for  to  enti*.  neuer^eles  be  enteiid  in,  &  as  tbe  fyrste 
water  drowe  of  tbe  flesbe  of  bis  feet,  so  tbe  secounde  water  Bestorid 
bit  ayen).  And  be  filde  a  cruet  \er  wt  t^,  &  bare  tbe  frute  wtt^  bim 
also.  And  as  be  yede  fortbe,  be  sawe  tbe  secounde  frewte  afer,  and 
for  be  bungerid,  be  yete  of  tbat  frute,  and  anon)  be  was  clansid  of 
alle  bis  lepi' ;  and  toke  of  tbe  frute  witb  bim,  and  liuid  welle  witbe 
snstenaunce  ^ereol  ])enne  be  sawe  a  feire  castett,  and  in  tbe  circuite 
a-lx>ute  ful  of  bedis  of  lecbis.  And  as  be  come  ny  to  tbe  casteS, 
yer^  mette  {bim]  ij.  squiers,  and  ^ei  seid  to  bim,  ''Der^  frende, 

'  honour,  MS. 
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entred  in^  tbe  watir,  it  was  rigbt  bote,  ^and,  as^  bym  tbougbt,  it 
departed^  tbe  flessb  from  tbe  bone.  IT  Wban  lonatas  felt  tbis,  be 
toke  bis  botdl,  and  filled  it  fuH  of  tbis  watir.  Than  be  went  fortb, 
and  sawe  a  tree  fuii:  of  frute.  be  went  yp,  and  gadred  tberof,  and 
ete  itb^  anon)  be  was  made  a  foule  lepre,  wberof  for  sorow  be  fille 
downe  to  tbe  ertbe,  and  said,  If  ^*  Tbe  day  mot  perissb  in  tbe  wbicb 
I  was  born),  and  tbe  boure  in  tbe  wbicb  I  was  conseyved  in'^  of  my 
xnodir ! "  IT  After  tbis  sorow  be  rose  yp,®  and  toke  of  tbe  frute,  and 
-vyalked,  U  And  wban  be  bad  walked  a  goode  wbile,  be  saw  tbe 
second  watir,  and  be  dred  to^  passe  tburgb.  but  wban  be  sawe 
none  otber  passage,  be  went  iu,  and  waded  oyer ;  and  as  tbe  first 
-vyatir  departed  tbe  flessb  from  the  bone,^  Bight  so  tbe  second  watir 
restored  hym  agayn),  wherof  ^  be  filled  his  other  boteH  of  that  watir. 
And  whan  be  bad  gone  awhile,  be  saw  another  tree,  and  faire  frute 
theron ;  and^®  he  was  gretly  an  bungred,  and  ete  of  tbe  frute,  and 
anon)  be  was  hole  of  ^aR  the  spice  of  ^^  the  lepre ;  and  Nban  be^^  toke 
witb  bym  of  the^^  frute,  and  went  fortbe  in  strength  of  that  mete. 
IT  After  tbat  he  saw  a  CasteS,  that  was  right  faire,  f uH  of  bedes  of 
men  afi  aboute.    IT  And  whan  be  come  nere  the  Casteti,  there  come 
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whens  erte  thowel"  *'I  am)/'  quod  he,  ''a  leche  of  fer  oontrees 
heimyB."  })eime  eaide  ^ei,  "  ])e  kynge  of  this  castdi  is  a  lepi^  man, 
&  manye  lechis  comithe  to  him,  and  vndirtakithe  to  hele  him,  vp 
peyne  of  hir  hedis,  and  fei  havithe  y-faylid  eutfrycLone;  and  f&f 
foi'  thow  maiste  see  hir  hedis  sitte  in  the  wallis  of  the  castelle. 
and  }ere  fore  we  telle  the  for  certeyne,  yf  ^ow  yndirtake  my  lorde, 
and  not  hele  him,  ^ou  shalte  lese  ]>y  lyfe.*'  })enne  saide  he,  **  yis,  I 
shalle  hele  him/'  tho  he  was  hrowte  [to]  him,  and  he  yaf  the 
kynge  of  his  frewte  to  ete,  &  also  he  yafe  him  of  his  secomide  water 
to  drynke,  and  anon)  the  kynge  was  hole ;  &  he  yaf  to  lonathas 
Eiche  yif te9,  and  fail',  plentefolly,  &  mo  he-hite  him,  yf  he  wolde 
abyde  withe  him,  but  he  wolde  not  assent  to  dwelle  withe  him. 
And  eche  day  he  vsid  to  go  vnto  ^the  see-syde,  f&t  was  ferm,  to 
aspie  yf  ther  wei'  enye  shippe,  that  myght  bnnge  him  homa  &  at 
the  laste,  in  a  certeyne  day  fere  come  toward  xzx.  shippis,  and  alio 
in  a  morow  reysid  fere.  )?enne  lonathas  enquerid  amonge  hem, 
yf  eny  shippe  wei'  fere  Redy  for  to  go  to  swiche  a  londe,  wher  as  he 
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men  ayenst^  hym,  and  said,  ''Fronde,  teH  ys  what  thou  artt"  he 
said,  "I  am  a  leche  of  ferre  counlrees."  IT  "Than*  thei  said  'vnto 
hym/  "  the  kynge  of  this  provynce  is  a  lepro ;  and  many  leches  have 
^ben  hero  aforo^  the,  and  saiden)  to  the  kyng,  vpon  payn)  of  her 
hades,  thei  shuld  hele  hym ;  and  all:  thei  failed,  ^as  thou  maist  se  by 
her^  hedes,  'that  stonde^  aboute  the  Casteii.  And  therforo  be  ware 
or  thou  vndirtake  hym."  IT  he  said,  "I  shaH  hele  hym."  and^ 
anon)  he  was  brought  beforo^  the  kynge,  and  yaf*^®  hym  of  the  frute 
of  the  second  tree  for  to  ete,  and  of  the  second  watdr  to^^  drynke. 
IT  And  anon)  as  the  kyng  had  rosceived  this^  medecyne,  he  was  hole 
of  {^  his  lepro ;  and  yaf<  to  lonatas  mekeH^*  goode,  and  moro  behight 
hym  and^*  he  wold  have  more,  and  bad  hym^  dwelle  wiifi  hym. 
IT  But^*  lonatas  wold  not"  dwelle  with  hym,  but  every  day  he  went 
to  the  see  side,  that  was  nero  the  CasteH,  for  to  aspie  yf  he  myght  ae 
any  shippes,^^  that  myght  lede  hym  to  his  countre.  %  So^^  at  the  last 
he  sawe  xxx.  shippes  comyng  toward  the  Castett,  and  alle  thei  toke 
haven  ayenst  even);  and  than^  he  went,  and  asked ^  of  the  shippe 
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hayntdd  scole.  At  the  last  he  founde  a  shippe  redy,  ^at  wolde  to 
the  same  contree.  J^nne  lonathas  was  gladde,  and  enterid  into  the 
shippe,  aftir  that  he  hadde  take  leve  of  the  kynge.  Sone  aftir  that 
he  was  come  to  the  citee,  pere  as  vras  his  lemah) ;  but  per  was  noon) 
that  had  knowleche  of  him,  for  longe  tyme,  that  he  had  be  devoaridf 
vrith  wilde  bested,  whenne  lonathas  was  in  the  citee,  a-noon)  he 
toke  cure  of  Sjke  peple,  &  he  helid  alle;  and  by  that  tyme  his 
leman)  was  ^e  Eicheste  of  that  citee,  by  vertu  of  the  Bynge,  &  of 
the  bioche,  and  of  the  clothe,  but  she  was  gretly  turmentid  withe 
sikenessa  And  whenne  [she]  harde  telle,  that  such  a  sotiH  leche 
was  come  to  the  citee,  anoon)  she  made  messageis  to  go  for  him,  & 
that  he  wolde  youchesaffe  to  hele  hit  of  hir  sykenesse.  lonathas 
oome  to  hir,  &  fere  he  fonde  his  lemman)  on)  bed ;  and  he  knewe 
hir  welle,  but  she  knew  not  him.  And  whenne  he  hadde  Inseyne 
hir  Tiyne,  he  seide  to  hir,  ^'  worth!  ladye,  thow  haste  oo  sekenesse 
that  may  not  be  helid  but  by  oo  way ;  and  yf  ]»ow  wolt  prove  that 
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men  yf  any^  shuld  saile  into^  his  countre.  IT  At  the  last  he  founde 
one  that  wold  go  to  that  Citee,  in^  the  whiche  was^  an  yniuersite. 
if  lonatas,  whan  he  herd  that,  he  was  glad,  and  made  ^a  coyenaunt^ 
wit£l  hym,  and  toke  his  leye.^  And  whan  he  hadde  leye,  he  entred 
in^  the  shippa;  and  after  that®  many  daies  he  come  to  the  Citee 
where  his  love  was,  that  hadde  begyled  hym ;  and  there  was  no  man 
that  hym  knew,  for  'his  longe  tyme  beyng  out ;  for^  his  loye  had 
w^ent,^^  that  he  had  be  devowred  of  wilde  bestes.  IF  Whan  louataa 
hiwi  entred  the  Citee,  he  had  the  cure  of  many^^  sike  men,  and  aH  he 
heled  anon)  of  her  sikenesse.^^  IT  That  tyme  his  love  was  the  ricchest 
of  the  Citee,  by  the^^  yertu  of  the  Bynge,  Broche,  and  Clothe ;  but 
she  was  greyed  of  ^^  a  grete  sikenesse.  therefore^  whan  she  herd  that 
sach  a  soteH  lech  was  comen)  to  the  Citee,  and  heled  aH  *maner  men^^ 
of  her  sikenesse,  IT  She  sent  messangers  to  hym,  ^and  praied  hym^^ 
that  he  wold  fouchesauf'  to  yisite  suche  a  lady.  IT  lonatas  went 
with  the  messangers,  and  founde  his  loye,  that  was  in  her  bedde ; 
whom  he  knew  full  wele,  but  she^®  knew  hym  not.  IT  Whan  he  had 
seen  her  watir,  and  felt  her  pounce,^^  he  said,  *'  my  dere  lady,  ye  haye 
a  fipedafi  sikenesse,  the  which  may  not  be  heled  but  by  one^  way ; 

'  eny  ship.        'to.        '  Om.        ^  is.        '  oomenaant. 

•  leve  of  the  kyng.        "^  Om,        *  Om,        *  Om,        "  wend,         "  the. 

"  BUmeBdes.        »•  Om,        "  with.         "  Om.        »« Om.        "  Om. 

"  his  lore.        '•  pous.        *  o. 
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wey,  ]»owe  may  be  helid.'*  then  seide  she,  "  I  am  Eedy  to  do  what 
80  ener  ]k)w  comaundist,  bo  that  I  be  hole  ther  by."  lonathas  saide 
to  hir,  '*  j)on  moste  be  clene  I-Bhiiven ;  &  yf  fou  have  withe-diawe 
owte  fro  eny  man)  wtt/t  wrongc,  thow  moste  Restoi'  hit  ayene,  ancf 
thenne  I  shalle  waiante  the  to  be  hole ;  and  ellis  my  medicinis  woUe 
not  stonde  in  stede."  and  so  by  cause  that  she  was  grevousely  holde 
withe  sekenesse,  she  made  an  opyn)  confession)  afore  al  men),  how 
pat  she  hadi  deseyvid  the  sonne  of  the  Emperonre,  as  hit  is  seide 
afoi'^  and  how  she  lefte  him  at  the  Ende  of  the  worlde.  Thenne 
seide  he,  "  Whei*  ben)  the  iij.  lewellis  fat  fou  withe-drew  fro  him, 
Bcil,  fe  Einge,  ye  broche,  &  the  Clothe  f "  And  she  tolde  him,  that 
thei  wei'  at  hir  beddis  fete,  in  a  chest.  "  and  fereio^"  she  saide, 
*'  open)  )>e  cheste."  And  fere  he  fonde  as  she  saide,  with  gret  loye 
to  him;  &  he  'toke  the  Einge,  &  put  hit  on)  his  fynger;  he  sette 
the  broche  on)  his  breste ;  .and  toke  the  clothe  yndir  his  anne.  And 
he  toke  hir  diinke  of  his  Firste  cruet,  acil.  of  that  water  that  drow 
awey  the  fleshe  of  his  fete,  and  yaf  hir  to  Ete  of  that  frute  that 

1  leaf  183,  ooL  1. 
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and  yf  ye  wille  assaye  that  way,  ye  may^  be  hole."  ^  She  said, 
"  what  so  ever  thou  seiest  to  me  that  I  may  do,  I  shaH  do  it,  so  that 
I  may  be  hole."  IT  lonatas  said,  "  ye  must  openly  be  confessed ;  yf 
ye  have  ^  taken)  away  wrongfully  from  any  man  any  thinge,  *se  that 
ye  delyuere^  it  sone  agayn),  and  than^  ye  shaH  be  hole,  or^  els  my 
medecyne  wille  not  availe."  IT  She  in  her®  grete  sikenesse  b^;ai))  to 
teUe  before  aH,  how  she  hadde  disceived  lonatas,  the  Emperoui* 
sone,  and  how  she  had  left  hym  in  the  vtter^  portia  of  the  world. 
%  Whan  lonatas  had  herd  this,  he  said  Ho  her,^  "  where  are  tho  iij. 
lewelx,  that^  ye  toke  from  the  clerk*  1"  She  said,  "  In  a  Cheste  at 
my  beddes  fete ;  open  it^  and  se  ^it,  that^®  I  lye  not,  in  this  grete 
necessitee."  IT  lonatas  opened  the  chest,  and  found  meketi^^  tresoui^, 
but  he  hadde  liteH  loye  therof ;  but  toke  anon)  tho^^  iij.  lewelx,  and 
the  rynge  he  put  on  his  fyngre,  the  Broche  on  his  brest,  and  the 
clothe  vndre  his  arme.  and  than  he  toke^^  and  yaf  her  drynke  of 
the  first  boteli,^^  that  is,  of  the  watir  that  departed  the  flessh  frx)m 
the  bone,  If  And  also  he  yaf  her  of  the  ^first  frute,^*  by  the  which  he 
hym  self  was  made  lepre.     And  whan  she  had  eten)  of  the  frute, 

'  mow.        '  leaf  23,  back.        •  and  yelde.        *  Om,        *  and. 
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made  him  lepx';  and  whenne  she  hadde  EesseyvicI  hit,  she  was  in 
s-wiche  a  likenesse,  that  no  man)  wolde  no  longer  abide  with  hir,  and 
in  that  grete  angi'  she  yede  vp  the  sprite,  thenne  afbir  hir  dethe^ 
lonathas  tomid  home  to  his  contreey  wM  gret  loye,  beiyng  with 
liime  the  linge,  fQ  broche,  &  the  clothe  j  and  in  goode  pes  Endid 
Lis  1  jf . 

HORAUTBE. 

DEre  frendes,  ^is  Emperouie  is  cure  lord  JhegVL  Criste,  that 
hathe  iij.  sonnes.  by  the  firste  sone  we  must  vndirstonde 
angeliSy  to  whome  god  hathe  yevin  swiche  confirmacion)  and 
grace,  foi  they  may  not  synne ;  for  aftir  that  aungels  weei'  f aUe  don), 
god  so  confermid  hem,  that  thei  dwelle  stille  after,  that  ^ey  myght 
not  synne  aftir.  by  the  secounde  sonne  yndirstonde  prophetes,  to 
whom)  god  yaf  pQ  olde  lawe  of  moyses;  the  which  law  was 
mevable,  for  it  was  chayngid  by  the  advent  of  Cnste.  And  to  the 
thirde  sone,  seU.  a  Cristen  man),  he^  yaf  i\j.  ieweH,  a  Eioge,  a  broche, 
&  a  clothe.  By  the  Binge  we  muste  vndirstonde  feithe,  for  that 
owithe  to  be  Kounde  like  a  Einge,  and  yritk  oute  eny  IT  twartynge ; 
and  he  that  hathe  the  Einge  of  feithe,  withe  oute  eny  dowte  he 
shalle  have  the  love  of  god  and  of  aungles ;  and  J^erefore  seithe  oure 

*  and  he,  MS. 
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and  dronken)  of  the  watir,  anon)  her  bely  opened,  and  a&  her  guttea 
went  out ;  and  so  with  grete  payne^  she  died.  IT  lonatas  seyng  her 
dede,  wit£  loye  he  wente  to  his  countre,  beryng  with  hym  the  Eynge, 
the  Broche,  and  the  clothe ;  and  after  he^  ended  his  lyf  in  pease. 

IT  Declaraeio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  oure  lord  Ihesu  crist, 
that  hathe  iij.  sonnes.  IT  By  the  first  sonne  is  vndirstond  Aungeli, 
to  the  which  god  yave  suche  enformacion),  that  thei  mow  not  synne ; 
for  after  that  lucifei'  synned,  as  by  pride,  there  felle  many  aungels, 
save  thei  that  cleved  fast  to  god,  that  first  are  confermed.  IT  By  the 
second  sone  are  vndirstond  patriarkes  and  prophetes,  to  the  which 
god  yaf  the  olde  lawe,  that  was  mevable,  for  it  was  chaunged  by  the 
comyng  of  crist.  If  To  the  thirde  sone,  that  is,  cristen  man,  he  yaf 
iij.  lewelx,  that  is,  a  Eynge,  a  broche,  and  a  clothe.  If  By  the 
Tounde  Eynge  we  shuit  vndirstond  feith,  that  oweth  to  be  rounde, 
with  out  foryetyng.  IT  And  he  that  hath  the  rynge  of  verrey  feith, 
that  have  the  love  of  god  and  of  aungels ;  therfor  our  lord  seit£,  he 

*  dissese.  '  Om^ 
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savioure,  8i  hdbueriUs  fidem,  eieut  granum  sinapis,  IT  &c.  ut  nipnL\ 
])is  is  to  seye,  jf  ye  hare  feithe,  as  the  seed  or  as  the  greyne  of 
Synevey,  as  is  saide  befoi^.  anci  pereioi^  he  that  hathe  ]>e  Binge  of 
Feithe,  vereliche  he  shalle  have  al  thinge^  to  his  likinge.  Also  he 
yaf  to  the  Ciysteii)  man  a  ^broche,  aeil.  the  holy  goete,  in  his  herte ; 
&  perfoTQ  it  is  seyde,  Mittam  vohis  ^iritum  parctditum,  ^  suggeret 
vohia  omnia  qtieeumguQ  dixero  vohis,  ^is  is  to  sey,  I  shalle  sende  to 
yow  the  holy  gost,  the  whiche  shaM  shew  in  yow  all  goodis  whicti 
I  shall  seye  to  yowe.  And  ther-for  yf  we  have  the  holy  goste  in 
oure  h&ries,  withe  oute  duwte  we  shnlle  have  al  thinge  that  shall  he 
prophitable  to  oure  sotdis.  Also  he  yaf  to  [the]  Cristin  man)^  a 
pr6sions  clothe,  the  clothe  is  p^rfite  charite,  the  whiche  god 
shewithe  for  vs  &  to  tb  in  the  cros ;  for  he  loay])e  vs  so  mnche,  that 
he  ofiBrde  him  selfe  to  dye  for  ve^  for  to  bringe  vs  to  the  place  that 
we  desire  for  to  come  to,  bcU.  to  heaene.  and  therfoi'  who  so  wille 
sitte  on  the  clothe  of  p^rfite^  charite,  withe  oute  dowte  he  may  be 
translatid.  lonathas  may  be  callid  euery  Cristen)  man  pat  is  fallyh) 
to  synne.  thenne  his  leman)  metithe  wtt^  him,  set/,  his  wrecchid 
fleshe,  ^at  stirithe  him  to  synne ;  and  than  he  lesithe  the  Binge  of 
feithe,  that  he  Beseyvid  in  baptisme ;  And  ])enne  the  broche,  9cih 
>  ut  o*  in  MS.        *  leaf  183,  col.  2.        '  Cristiman,  MS.        *  perfe,  MS. 
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that  hath  so  moche  faith  as  a  mustard  sede,  shaH  remeve  hilles. 
IF  Therfor  he  that  hath  the  Bynge  of  verrey  f eith  slu^  have  afi  thyng 
at  his  wille.  IT  Also  he  yaf<  to  the  Cristen)  man  a  broche,  that  is, 
the  holy  gost ;  therfore  he  seid,  ''I  shall  send  to  you  that^  shaH  teche 
you  siB  that  I  have  seid  to  you."  and  yf  we  have  the  holy  gost  in 
oure  hert,  with  outen  doute  we  shcdl  have  alt  goodes  ^that  is  profit- 
able to  helth  of  our  soule.  IT  Also  he  gaf*  to  cristen)  man  the  thirde 
Jewell,  that  is,  a  precious  clothe,  this  clothe  is  perfite  charitee,  that 
oure  lord  shewed  to  vs  on)  the  crosse ;  for  he  loved  vs  so  mekeH, 
that  he  offired  hym  self  to  deth  for  vs,  that  he  shuld  lede  vs  thedir 
where  we  desire  to  be,  and  that  is  in  heven).  IT  Therfore  who  so 
ever  desire!^  to  sitte  on  perfite  charitee,  with  outen  doute  he  shall 
be  translated  from  this  world  to  heven.  IT  lonatas  may  wele  be 
called  a  Cristen  man,  that  is  fallen)  in  synne.  IT  Amasie  rynnel£  to 
hym,  that  is,  his  flessh,  that  draweth  hym  to  synne ;  and  so  he  loseth 
the  rynge  of  perfite  feith,  that  he  resceived  in  his  baptyme.     IT  Also 

»  aUtf  that,  MS.  •  leaf  24. 
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fe  holy  gost,  fleitbe  from)  him,  for  synne;  anc)  the  clothe,  8cil. 
charite,  is  drawin)  fro  him  as  ofte  tjme  as  he  assentithe  to  synne ; 
and  so  the  wrecchid  man)  is  lefte  withe  onte  helpe  amonge  the  wjlde' 
be8t«9,  BcQ.  the  devil,  fe  wordle,  &  the  fieshe;  and  thenne  it  is 
greilje  to  sorow.  )>erfore,  man,  do  as  dude  lonathas ;  arys  £ro  thi 
slepe  of  synne,  for  thow  hast  slepte  to  longe  in  the  slepe  of  camalite ; 
and  ferfoif  hit  is  wretin  thus,  IT  Surge  qui  dormis,  ^  tllumindbit  te 
ChriduSy  l^is  is  to  sey,  Arys  ^oth  \B,t  slepest,  and  Crtste  ))e  shalle 
li^tny.  ))enne  whenne  \qv)  ert  Tp  Ei^en  fro  slepe  of  synne,  and  art 
I-litenyd,  &  mayste  see,  entre  in  to  the  watf^  that  wolle  have  of  the 
fleshe  fro  the  hoone,  bcU,  penannce,  the  w[h]iche  putithe^  awey 
fleshelyche  affeccions.  Aftir  he  Etithe  the  frute  of  Sharpenesse,  the 
whiche  channgithe  )^e  chei^,  in  maner  of  a  lepi*  man ;  as  it  is  wretin* 
of  Crist,  IT  Vidimus  eum.  non  hahentem  tpeciem  ttegae  decorem^  \\s  is 
to  seye,  We  saw  him  not  having  shappe  no  faimesse.  so  of  the 
soule,  that  is  in  bittemesse  for  his  synnes ;  and  thei^oi*  in  figur'  a 
sowle  is  seide  to  be  blak,  ^  hit  be  wel  I-ahape.  Aftir  he  entrithe 
)w  seconnde  water,  tiiat  is  I-callid  holly  comunynge,  that  is  aftir 
penannce ;  and  \erio^  seithe  onre  saniotire,  %  Ego  sum  fans  vite  ;  qui 

'  pntthe,  MS.  *  wethi,  M& 
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the  Bfoche,  that  is,  the  holy  gost,  fleigh  away  from  hym,  IT  Also 
the  clothe  is  draw  from  hym,  that  is,  p^rfite  charitee,  i^  so  ofbe  as 
he  assenteth  to  dedely  synne ;  and  so  wrecched  man  is  left  wit£  out 
helpe  amonge  wilde  bestes,  that  is,  amonge  the  deveH,  the  world, 
and  the  flessft,  that  is  gretly  for  to  sorow.  IT  Do  than  therfore  as 
lonatas  did ;  Byse  out  of  synne,  for  thou  hast  slept  to  longe  in  the 
skirte  of  flesshly  lostes ;  as  it  is  written,  '^  thou  hast  slept  in  synne ; 
arise,  and  crist  shi^  lighten)  the,  so  that  thou  shalt  be  saved." 
f  Sampson)  slept  in  the  ^irte  of  dalyda,  and  lost  his  strength,  he 
arose,  and  entred  the  watir,  that  is,  the  watir  of  penannce,  that 
departitfi  the  flessh,  that  is,  flesshly  affeccions.  IT  Than  he  ete  of 
the  frute  of  sharpnesse,  that  chaungeth  his  semblaunt  to  the  likenesse 
of  a  lepre ;  as  it  is  redde  of  crist,  we  saw  hym  as  a  man  that  had  no 
chere^  but  as  a  lepre.  So  it  is  of  the  soule  that  is  in  bittimesse  for 
the  synnes  that  he  hath  done.  IF  wherfore  it  is  said  in  figure  of  the 
soule,  I  am  blak*,  but  I  am  semely  and  faire,  that  is  to  sey,  I  am 
blak*  in  body,  but  I  am  faire  in  soule.  IF  Than  he  went  into  the 
second  watir,  that  restored  hym.     IT  This  watir  is  comvnyon  aftir 
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Inherit  ex  aqua  hac^  non  siciet^  in  etemum,  ^this  is  to  sey,  I  am  ]}e 
welle  of  lyfe ;  anc)  he  that  drinkithe  of  this  water,  shalle  not  thirste.' 
Aftir  ])at,  he  etithe  of  the  fruyt  of  the  secounde  tree,  the  w[h]iche 
Eestorithe  al  that  was  loste ;  whenne  that  he  is  glorefijd  in  euer- 
lasting  lyfe,  aftir  that  he  hathe  helide  the  kynge,  sci7.  ^e  soule.  & 
80  he  entrithe  in  to  the  shippe  of  holy  chirche,  and  gothe  to  his 
lemTTiao),  sct'Z.  his  fleshe,  &  Eechithe  to  hir  the  water  of  contracioD), 
an()  the  frute  of  penaunce,  and  of  sharpnesse,  for  the  whiche  the 
fleshelyche  affeccions  deyethe ;  &  so  by  penaunce  he  takithe  of  hit 
his  lost  goodeSy  and  so  he  gothe  to  his  contree,  scil,  to  the  kyngdom) 
of  hevene.  To  the  whiche  he  ys  biynge,  that  is  kynge  Eaerlastisgel 
Amen. 

[  XLVII.  ] 
ENLOPIUS  WAS  A  GOODE  EMP^JROCTfi. 

(thb  two  friends.) 

E  miopias  was  a  gode  Emperonre  in  ))e  citee  of  Eome,  the  whiche 
lovid  moste  passingli  love  and  pes ;  and  ]>erfor  wher  so  euer 
he  knewe  ))at  eny  discorde  or  vnrest  was  Kegnynge,  he 
labovrid  to  make  Eeformacion)  of  pes.    so  in  that  tyme  )yere  wei' 
^  ficiet,  MS.        '  leaf  183,  back,  ool.  1.        '  truste,  MS. 
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penaunce ;  wherfoi*  oui'  saviour  seith,  ''I  am  the  welle  of  lyf ;  he  that 
drynketh  of  this  watir,  he  shaH  not  thrist  after."  •  he  than^  eteth  of 
the  frute  of  the  tre  the  second,  that  restored  alt  that  was  lost,  that 
is,  whan  ali  is  glorified  in  ever  lastyng  lyf*.  IF  Also  he  cured  the 
kyng,  that  is,  his  reson),  and  so  he  entred  the  shippe  of  holy  chircfi, 
and  to  his  love,  that  is,  the  flessh,  he  gaf*  the  watir  of  contricioii), 
and  the  frute  of  penaunce  and  of  sharpnesse,  [by]  the  which  the 
flessh,  that  ^is,  the  affecciou)  of  flesshly  lust,  is  slayn).  and  so  a  man 
getith  by  penaunce  goodes  that  are  lost  by  synne,  and  gotti  to  hia 
countrey,  that  is,  the  kyngdome  of  heven.  to  the  which  biynge  va 
Ihe«u  crist,  that  bought  ys  with  the  price  of  his  precious  blood  1 
Amen. 

[  XXVUL   leaf  38,  hack.  ] 

Eulopius  reigned  in  ^the  Citee  of  ^  Rome,  the  whiche  amonge  a& 
Yertues  loYed  mekeH^  Ioyo  and  acorde ;  and  where  ^hat  was 
cisaime  and  debate  amonge  any,^  he  labored  for  to  make 

'  that,  MS.  *  leaf  24,  back.  '  Om^  *  mjche. 
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two  knjglite^,  on)  of  baldak,  that  oper  of  lombardye  ;  and  thes  twoo 
lovid  to-gedir  Eight  muche,  and  sent  letteris  eiper  to  opere  by 
messageis;  so  that  what  euer  the  knight  of  lumbardy  hadde  of 
marchaundise  in  his  londe,  he  sent  hit  to  the  to])ere ;  in  ^  same 
man^r  fe  kni^t  of  baldak  sent  to  the  knite  of  lumbardye,  of  al  maner 
thinges  and  noyeltees  that  wez'  in  baldak,  and  not  in  lumbardye. 
So  in  a  tyme  J^is  knijte  of  Inmbardye  l^ojte,  as  he  lay  in  his  bedde, 
**  synch,  a  frende  I  have  in  baldak,  &  I  have  sent  to  him  many  grete 
yifiis,  and  so  hathe  [he]  to  me  wel  mo.  for  sothe  now  wolle  I  go 
Tisite  him  or  pat  I  be  dede."  He  come  to  the  londe  of  baldake,  & 
come  to  the  house  of  his  f elow,  the  w[h]iche  he  saw  neu^  afore ;  and 
whenne  his  felow  saw  him,  he  fel  for  gladnes  vpon)  him,  &  kiste 
him,  and  wepte  for  loye;  and  he  saide,  ''thow  art  welcome^  to  me 
as  halfe  my  soule!"  And  whenne  he  hadde  abide  ther  certeyne 
days,  he  saw  in  the  house  the  fayrest  damiseH  to  his  ye,  that  eu6r 
he  sawe ;  &  he  was  Eavishid  in  his  mynde  for  hir,  in  so  moche  that 
he  kepte  his  bedde,  ^and  myte  neyper  ete  ne  drynke  wele.  then) 
*  Yelcome,  MS.  '  leaf  18^  back,  ool.  2. 
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accorde,  that  good  accorde  shold  be  had.  IT  There  were  that  tyme 
]j.  knyghtes,  one  of  the  contre  of  Baldok*,  and  the  other'  of  lombanlie, 
that  loved  wele^  to-gedre,  and  neither^  of  hem  sawe  never  other, 
but  by  messangers  betwixe  hem ;  so  that  the  knyght  of  lumbardie, 
what  so^  he  had  of  marchaundise  ^and  of  ^  other  thynges  there  he 
dwelled,  he  sent  by  messangers  to  his  felaw,  the  knyght  in  Baldok* ; 
and  the  knyght  of  Baldok*  on^  the  same  maner,  aH  the  marchaundise 
in  his  land  that  myght  not  be  founden)  in  lombardie,  he  sent  to 
hym.  IT  The  knyght  of  lombardie  on  a  tyme,  as  he  laye  in  his 
bedde,  he  ))ought,  **  I  have  suche  a  frende  in  Baldok*,  to  whom  I 
have  sent  many  giftes,  and  he  to  me  gretter ;  I  shaH  go  and  se  hym 
or  that  I  dye."  and  so  he  went  to  the  land  of  Baldok*,  and  come  to 
the  house  of  his  felawe,  that  he  had  never  sene  afore.  ^  The 
'knyght  his^  felaw,  whan  he  herd  of  his  comyng,  he  was  right  loy- 
fuli,  and  toke  hym  aboute  the  nekke,  and  kissed  hym,  and  wept  for 
ioye,  and  said,  "  thou  art  welcome  to  me,  half*  my  soule ! "  and  [he] 
abode  witH  hym  as  longe  as  he  wold,  and  whan  he  had  I-be^  there 
certayn)  daies,  he  sawe  a  right  faire  maiden)®  in  his  house ;  and  anon) 
he  was  taken)  in  her  love,  in  so  mekeH^^  that^^  he  laye  in  his  bedde, 

'  tother.        '  Om.        '  Dother.        *  maner.        •  or.        •  In. 
'  knyghtes.        •  byd.        •  m&yde,  pasHm,        '"  mych.        "  Om. 
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the  o\er  knight,  ^  lorde  of  the  hovse,  come  to  him,  and  askid  the 
cause  of  his  hevinesse,  &  of  his  seknes.  ]>enne  saide  he,  ''  y>er  is  a 
damiselie  in  thin  house,  that  I  love,  anc)  coveyte  in  mjn)  herte  ou«r 
al  thinge  in  this  worlde ;  and  dede  I  mot  he,  hnt  I  have  hir  love.** 
And  thenne  he  hadde  him  he  strongs,  and  of  goode  chei',  and  saide 
that  he  shuld  have  al  thinge  that  his  soole  wolde  desire,  yf  it  wei* 
in  that  house,  and  a-non)  he  shewid  him  al  the  women)  of  the 
house,  Exsepte  oon)  damesel ;  and  thenne  he  saide,  ^  JM  frende,  is 
she  hei'  amonge  this  company,  ])at  ))oa  desiristl"  and  he  siude, 
''  naye."  And  at  the  laste  he  shewid  afore  him  the  damiselie ;  & 
whenne  he  sawe  hir,  he  seide  to  his  felaw,  "  [This  is]  she  ]>at  is  my 
lyf  and  my  dethe  hothe ! "  And  thenne  he  saide,  "  J)is  damisett  is 
coume  of  gentil  kynrede,  and  I  have  norishid  hir  of  a  childe,  for 
she  shulde  have  hen  my  wyf e ;  neuertheles  ))ow  arte  come  from  fer 
contrees,  for  grete  fervente  love  ))at  hathe  I-hene  a-twene  vs  of  longe 
tyme,  and  therfoi^  I  wonchesaf  ))at  thow  have  hir  to  wyf ;  I  shalle 
yeve  to  the  yriik  hir  grete  hahundaonce  of  Eicheese."  whenne  the 
kni3t  herde  the  wordes,  he  Bos,  &  was  hole ;  &  saide  to  him,  '*  dei' 
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and  neither  ete  ne  dranke.  IT  His  felawe  come  to  hym,  and  said, 
''IT  0  I  dere^  frende,  for  what  cause  arte  thou'  turmented  in  thi 
soule?  "  he  said,  "  there  is  a  maiden)  in  thi'  house,  the  which  I  love 
mekeH,*  that  I  shaH  dye  hut  yf  I  have  her."  IF  The  other*  said, 
''  take  comforte  'to  the,^  and  he  stronge,  for  yf  ther  he  any  in  my 
house  that  thi  soule  desireth,  with  out  doute  thon  shalt  have  her/' 
IT  Anon)  he  shewed  to  hym  'the  women,^  to  taka  her®  that  he  desired, 
than  seid  the  sike  knyght,  "amonge  ati  thise  is  not  she  that  my 
soule  loveth."  Than  he  shewed  to  hym  the  maiden)  that  he  loved, 
whan  he  saw  her,  he  seid,  "  this  is*  she,  in  the  whiche  is  ^^niy  detbe 
and  my  lyf."  IF  The  knyght  said,  "forsothe  this  maiden)  is  of  a  *^ 
nohle  kynrede,  the  whiche  I  have  norisshed  ^  her  yongthe,  that 
she  shold  he  my  wyf ;  Neverthelesse  thou  arte  come  to  me  fro  ferre 
countrees,  for^*  love  that  longe  hathe  hen  hetwixe  vs;  I  shaB.  yeve 
her  to ^3  ti^e  ^q  wyf,  with  many  richesse^*  that  I  shulde  resceive  with 
her,  hy  the  whiche  aH^^  thi  kynrede  may  be  the  better.**  IF  The  sike 
knyght,  whan  he  herd  this,  he  arose  ^^  anon)  out  of  his  bedde  hole, 

*  Om.        '  thou  thus.        '  this.        *  bo  myche.        *  tother.  *  Om. 

^  woman,  MS.        *  alle  the  women  of  the  hous,  out  take  her.  '  same  is. 
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frende,  god  the  yelde  for  the  gentilnesse  that  thowe  seist  to  me,  & 
hast  doon)  for  me  many  a  tyme ;  but  how  that  hit  shalle  be  Eewaide 
&  yolden),  for  8o])e  I  not."  Soone  aftir  ther  was  ciide  a  gen^ratt 
bridale,  ancl  alle  men  that  come  to  that  feste,  hadde  grete  medes  & 
benefetis  or  they  yede.  and  aftir  al  this  the  knight  toke  his  leve, 
and  yede  home  ayene  in  to  luwbardye  withe  his  wyf ;  and  a  Eiche 
mas)  he  was,  and  alle  his  frendes  were  ayaunsid  by  J^e  goodes  & 
Bichesses  that  he  browte  from)  baldak ;  and  his  wyf  was  lovid  gretly 
of  all  men,  and  browte  foithe  a  faire  dowt«r.  Aftir  hit  happid, 
that  the  forsayde  knyght  of  baldak  was  f nine  in  to  grete  poverte,  in 
so  madl  that  he  had  not  to  lyve  witL  he  thovte  in  a  certeyne 
tyme,  yeit  hit  wez'  beste  for  him  for  to  go  to  his  olde  &ende,  ))at  he 
avannad  and  yaf  to  his  damiseli',  &  be  founden  of  him ;  and  that 
him  thowte  hadde  ben  the  better  ]»m)  ^for  to  have  livid  in  wrecchid- 
nesse,  as  he  dude,  he  yede  to  lumbardye  in  pore  aiaye,  like  a  pore 
man,  for  he  hadde  litle  in  his  purse ;  and  when  he  was  in  lumbardye, 
he  enterid  into  the  cetee  ther  as  his  felowe  was  dwelle.  And  whenne 
^he  come  in  to  the  citee,  ^e  nyght  was  darke,  and  he  thowte  to  him 

'  leaf  184,  coL  1. 
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and  said,  ''0 !  dere  frende,  god  quyte  the,  for  mekeli'  thou  hast 
done  for  me  ofte  sithes !  how  may  I  yeld  'the  aH*  the  benefetis  that 
pou  hast  done  to  me,  vtterly  I  wote  never* ! "  IT  Anon)  he  did  crie  a 
grete  fest  for  the  w^dyng ;  and  there  come  many  to  the  weddyng, 
and  token)  mete.  IT  Whan  the  fest  was  done,  the  knyght  toke  his 
leve,  and  wente  to  lumbardie  with  his  wyf*,  and  grete  richesse ;  wher- 
fore  he  was  made  right  riche,  and  att  his, — ^the  whiche  richesse  he 
brought  fro  Baldok*.  and  his  wyf  was  wonderly  loved  of  att,  and 
brought  hym  fortbe  a  faire  sone.  IT  It  fille  aftirward,  that  the 
knyght  of  Baldok*  come  to  grete  poverte,  in  so  mekeH'  that  he  had 
not  wherof  that  he  myght  lyve.  .  he  thought,  *'  it  is  better  to  me 
now  for  to  goo  to  lumbardie  to  my  frende,  the*  whiche  I  promoted 
to  grete  richesse,  and  gaf*  hym  a  wyf,  and  s^  way  loved  hym,  that 
he  may  socoure  me  in  my  poverte,  than  for  to  lyve*  in  grete  myserie 
and  wrecchednesse."  he  went  alone  into  lumbaixiie  as  a  poore 
man,  for  he  had  liteH  to  spende  by  the  way ;  And  whan  he  come 
into*  lumbardie,  he  entred  a  Citee,  in  the  whiche  the  ^knyght  his^ 
frend  dwelled  in^;  and  whan  he  entred  the  Citee,  it  was  nyght, 

*  myche.        '  Otn,        *  myche.        *  Om.        •  leue  here.        •  to. 

'  knyglite;}.         •  Om, 
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self e,  "  it  is  now  nygbt,  and  my  clothis  be)>e  not  faire  for  a  knijie, 
andf  also  I  am  barfote ;  and  yf  I  goo  nowe  to  the  hovse  of  my  felawe, 
he  shalle  vnne^e  knowe  me  in  this  clothing,  nay/'  quod  he,  "  hit 
shalle  not  be  soo."  he  lokid  abowte  him,  &  he  sawe  a  parishe 
chirche ;  and  he  enteiid  in  to  the  yerde,  Ss  yede  in  to  the  In-gange, 
Bcil.  in  to  the  porche,  and  fere  he  lay  al  nyght  &  as  he  laye  ^ere 
in  the  porche,  too  men)  foute  fere  in  the  strete,  and  that  on)  slowhe 
the  topere ;  and  sone  the  mankille[r]  Ban)  in  to  the  chircheyerde ; 
•and  sone  a  multitude  of  peple  rah)  in  to  the  chirche-yerd,  &  fere 
they  sovrte,  but  none  thei  coude  fynde,  but  only  the  kni^te  in  the 
chirche-porche.  And  thei  saide  to  him,  "  where  is  he  that  slowhe 
the  man  1 "  "I  am  he,"  quod  he ;  " takithe  me,  &  bringe  me  perfof 
in  the  iebet."  And  this  he  said,  for  he  hadde  leu^  hare  ben  dede, 
than  so  to  live  in  pouertee.  &  thanne  thei  toke  him,  &  browte  him 
to  pr^soun) ;  and  on)  the  morowe  he  was  demid  to  be  dede,  and  he 
waa  ladde  to  the  iebet ;  and  many  f olowid  him,  and  amonge  the 
peple  was  the  kni3t  his  felawe.     and  when)  he  had  beholden)  his 
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and  derke.  IT  he  thought  wif£  in  hym  self*,  "  it  is  nyght,  and  my 
^clothyng  is^  nought  precious  for  a  knyght,  and  also  I  am  bare  foote. 
yf  I  go  now  to  the  house  of  my  felaw,  he  shali  vnnethe  have  knowyng 
of  me,  for  derknesse  of  the  nyght ;  it  shall  not  be  so.''  IT  he  lokecF 
aboute,  and  sawe  a  parissh  chirche;  and  wente  into'  the  chirch 
yerd,  and  atte'  entre  of  the  chirche  he  rested  hym.  and  as  he 
lay  and  slept,  ij.  men  foughten)  to-gedre,  and  the^  one  slough  the^ 
other ;  and  he  that  slough  hym  ranne  out  of  the  chirche  yerd,  and 
yode  his  way.  IT  In  shorte  tyme  after,  a  grete  clamour  rose^  in  the 
Citee,  and  a  rumour,  that  pe  man-eleer  was  ronne  to  the  chirche  yerd.^ 
FAnone  a  multitude  of  peple  ran  to  the  chirche  yarde,^]  and  founde 
*no  man  but  the  knyght,  atte®  entre  of  the  chirche  liyng.  If  One  said 
to  hym,  "where  is  the  mannaleerl"  ho  said,  "I  am  he;  take  me, 
and  hange  me  on  the  gebette."  he  said  thus,  for  he  had  lever  dye, 
than  live  in  poverte.  IF  Thei  layed  hondes  on  hym,  and  led  hym  to 
prison).  The  next^^  day  he  was  demed  to  the  dethe,  and  ledde  to 
the  galousj  and  many  folowed,^^  IF  Amonge  the  whiche  was  the 
knyght,  his  felaw.     and  whan  he  had  enterly  beholden)  hym,  he 

*  clothes  bene.        "to.         *  at  the.        *  that.        •  was.        •  Okk 
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felowe,  he  saide  in  his  herte  ''  What !  howe  is  J^is  ?  this  is  my  folawe 
of  baldak,  that  thei  lede  here  to  dethe."  And  withe  oute  any 
tariinge  he  creyde  withe  an  hie  Yoyse,  and!  saide,  ''  How  t  man),  abide, 
abide,  lete  him  leve !  it  is  not  he  that  slowe  the  man),  hit  is  IT' 
And  tho  they  toke  him,  and  ladde  hem  bothe  to  ^e  lebet,  to  be 
dede.  And  among  al  o]}ir,  the  man  that  killid  the  dede  man)  was 
per  present ;  and  he  thowte  in  him  selfe,  "  I  am  gylti  of  this  detbe, 
and  the  too  knijtes  bethe  innocente^;  for  sothe  it  may  not  be,  but 
that  god  shalle  take  yengeaimce  of  me.  hit  is  beste  for  me,  that  I 
now  opyn)  my  synne,  and  take  penannce  therfoi'  than^  late  thes 
'innocente^  perishe."  And  he  cride  withe  an  hie  voyse,*  "  bej^e  ware, 
that  ye  do  none  harm)  to  the  men),  for  I  am  gylti  in  the  dede ;  jfei 
heye  innocente^,  and  I  am  he  that  slowhe  the  man) :  takithe  me,  and 
dothe  me  on)  the  iebet."  ])enne  the  peple  sette  honde  vpon)  him, 
and  browte  him  wtt^  the  two  knites  to  the  luge,  &  saide,  "  sir,  we 
ban)  grete  mervayle  of  thes  iij.  men,  for  the  first  saide,  wtt^  his 
owne  mouthe,  that  he  slowhe  the  man);  and  that  o^ere  come,  & 

'  and^,  MS.  *  leaf  184,  col.  2. 
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8idd  with  in  hym  selfi,  "  what  is  this !  with  oute  doute  this  is  my 
felaw,  the  knyght  of  Baldok*  1"  Hhei  ledden)  hym^  to  the  galouse. 
^  Anon)  he  cried  with  an  hie  voice,  "abide*!"  abide'!  he  slowe 
not  the  man,  but  it  is  I."  Thei  heryng  this,^  laied  hondes  on  hym, 
and  brought  hym  to  the  galouse.  H  Than  was  he  there,  amonge 
other,  that  slow  the  man,  and  thought  with  in  hym  self*,  "  I  am 
gilty  of  the  dethe,  ^and  yf  I  sufifre  thise  ij.  Innocente'^  knyght es  to* 
goo  to  the  dethe,  it  may  not  be  but  <^  god  shaH  take  some  vengeaunce 
on  me.  It  is  better  ^forto^  be  aknow  of  my  synne  here  openly,  and 
take  my  penaunce,  than  for  to  suffre  thise*  Innocentes  for^^to  perissh." 
Tlian  with  an  hye  voice  he  cried,  "  spare  hem !  spare  hem  !  for  thei 
are  Innocentes,  and  I  am  gilty,  for  I  slow  *the  man^^  with  myn)^^ 
handes,  and  thei  slow  hym  not;  take  me,  and  hange  me  on  the 
gibbette  ! "  IF  Moche  peple,  whan  thei  herd  this,  thei  wondred ; 
and^^  anori)  thei  laied  hondes  on  hym;  ^and  aH  the  peple  turned 
agayn)  with  hym,  and  the  ij.  knyght^,  and  seid  to  the  domesman, 
**  if  Sir,  we  mervaile  of  this^*  iij.  men.    The  first  knyght  was  aknow 

■  That  thei  lede.        *  Ahideth«        '  Om.        *  that.         *  innooentes,  MS. 

*  of  thes  y.  innocent  knyghtes ;  and  I  sufire  hem.  ^  but  that  '  I. 
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saide,  nay,  for  he  saide  that  he  slowhe  him ;  an<$  novr  the  thirdo 
comithe,  and  seide  that  thei  bothe  bethe  innoceute«,  and  that  he 
slowhe  him  withe  his  own  hondes ;  and  yer{oi^,  air,  we  be^  I-come 
to  youre  dome,  for  to  loke  what  ye  wolle  seye  in  this  cas."  ]}emie 
saide  the  luge  to  the  firste  knight  of  baldak,  "  whi,  &  for  what  cauae 
soyde  ]>oii,  that  thowe  slowhe  the  maii)1"  ''For  ^^^e,"  quod  he, 
**&1  8[h]alle  seye  aofe.  I  was  some  tyme  a  worth!  knight^  and  a 
Kiche,  and  mony  men)  I  fonde  and  susteynid  vndir  me ;  bat  withe 
iu  fewe  yeris  I  Telle  in  to  grete  poverte,  in  so  moche  that  I  have  no 
thinge  to  spende,  but  as  I  begge  my  brede  fro  doi^  to  dor^.  And  so 
when)  that  I  thinke  of  my  grete  nobilite  that  I  have  ben)  Inne,  anJ 
of  grete  pouerte  that  I  am)  Inne  nowe,  I  hadde  leuere  be  dede  than 
live ;  and  peretore  I  saide  that  I  elowe  the  man),  in  the  entente  that 
thei  shulde  slee  me."  Thenne  seide  the  luge  to  the  seconnde  kni3t, 
**  tel  me  whi  that  thow  saide  that  fon  slowhe  him  9  "  "  for  sothe, 
sir,"  quod  he,  **  and  I  shalle  tel  yow.  this  knight  hei*  hathe  hiliche 
avaunsid  me^  and  yaf e  to  me  my  wyf ;  and  pere  fore  I  lovid  him  as 
moche  as  myselfe ;  and  j^^efox'  whenne  I  sawe  him  go  to  de^waid, 

[Second  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

that  he  slew  the  man ;  The  second  said,  nay,  but  he  slow  hym  ]  The 
thirde  seid,  that  the  ij.  knyghtes  were  Innocentes,  and  he  hym  self 
slow  hym  withe  his  owne^  handes;  and  therfore  we  are  turned 
agayn),  to'  here  a  verrey  dome,'  what  is  for  to  done  of  this  thynge." 
IF  The  domesman  seid  to  the  first  knyght  of  Baldok*,  "  IF  Frend,  whi 
saidest^  thou,  'that  thou^  slow  the  manT'  he  said,  "  forsothe  I  sbaH 
say  you  the^  trouthe.  I  was  somtyme  a  riche  knyght,  and  a  worthi 
man,  and  many  I  held  with  me,  and  I'  susteyned ;  but  witfe  in  few 
yercs  I  come  to  grete  poverte,  in  so  mekeH^  that  I  have  no  thynge 
to  spend,  but  seke  my  brede  fro  dore  to  dorre.  therfore  whan  I 
thynk*  on  my  ryalte®  and  richesse,  and  now  considre  my  grete 
poverte,  I  had  lever  than  grete  mede^®  I  were  take^^  out  of  the^* 
world;  and^^  therfore  I  said,  ^*I  slew  the  man,  that  I  shold  the 
rather ^'"^  perissh  and  be  dede."  IF  Than  seid  the  domesman  to  the 
second  knyght,  "whi  saidest^**  thou,  that^^  thou  slew  the  man)"  he 
said,  "  forsothe  I  shaH  shew  the^®  the  trouthe.  this  knyght  promoted 
me  to  grete  dignitye  and  richesse,  and  gaf*  me  a  wyf*,  %  wherfore  I 

'  Om.        •  for  to.        »  trouthe.        *  seyst        •  Om.        •  Om, 

''  Ont.        •  myche.         •  nobley.         "  goode.         **  Om,         "  this. 

"  Oift.         '*  leaf  40.         '*  »ouner.         '*  seypt.         "  Om.         *'  you. 
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I  cride  withe  a  lowde  voyse,  anc)  saide  that  I  slowe  the  xnaD),  in  the 
entente  ]»t  I  sholde  be  dede,  am)  he  I-eauicl."  And  thanne  eaide 
the  luge  to  the  thixde  maUf  "  telle  me  whi  that  thow  saide  that  J^ow 
kyldest  himr'  "Foisothe,"  quod  he,  "and  I  ehafi  telle  yowe 
opinlye  fe  sothe;  for  sothelye  I  elowhe  him  ^with  myn)  oune 
hondes ;  and  fer£oT  when  I  sawe  thes  two  knitee  wez'  ladde  to  be 
dede,  I  thovte  to  my  eelfe,  that  god,  that  sethe  al  thinges,  wold 
^^oi'  have  I-takin  vengeaunce  of  me,  yf  I  had  sufixid  hem  so  go  to 
dethe,  sitheu)  I  was  synner ;  &  pereioie  I  yoM^ie  I  wolde  not  do  so 
giete  synne,  and  that  I  wolde  Bathir  save  pe  Innocente*  &  dy  my 
selfe,  than  for  to  dampne  my  s^e  perpetuelly.  &  J^erefoi*,  sir,  hei' 
I  hare  seide  opinli  the  sothe,  how  that  I  slowhe  pe  man)  with  myu) 
ovne  hondes."  The[n]  aunswerde  pe  luge,  seinge  ])us,  ^  sithen  pan 
haste  seide  the  sothe  for  salvacion)  of  the  Innocentea,  sothely  povL 
shalt  not  be  dede."  and  alle  men)  comendid  the  luge,  that  had  so 
bilie  and  so  giaciouslye  demyd  for  the  tiewe  trespassoure. 

>  leaf  184,  back,  ooL  1. 

■       ii«i.i     -  iiii     yiiii    ..II. II I    I     II    ■■ 
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lore  hym  as  mekeH^  as  my  self*;  therfore  whan  ^he  went^  to  the 
dethe,  I  cried  with  an  hie  voice,  that  I  slow  the  man,  that  he 
myght  be  saved,  and*  desired  for  his  love  for*  to  dye."  IT  The 
domesman  seid  than  to  the  third  man,  "whi  seidest^  thou,  that^ 
thou  slow^  the  man ? "  "IT  Sir,*  I  shc^  telle  you  the  vorey  trouthe. 
I  slow  the  man,  with  out  doute ;  and  whan  I  saw  ^hat  thise  men 
went  to®  dethe,  I  thought  in  my  hert,  it  may  not  be  but  that  god  is 
rightfoB,  and  aH  thynge  seeth,  and  Ville  somtyme^^  take  vengeaunce 
oP^  me,  for^*  by  cause  I  slow  the  rightfuH  man ;  and  also  yf  I  shold 
sufiie  thise  Innocentes  be  slays)  for  my  dede,  it  shold  be  to  me  a 
grevous  synne.  if  Therfore  it  is  better  now^*  to  me  to  be  a-know 
the  trouthe  before  aH,  and  save  the  Innocentes  fro^*  dethe,  than 
^everlastyng  to^^  dampne  my  self",  and  therfore  I  said  the  trouthe, 
that  with  myn)  owne  hand^®  I  slow  the  man."  %  The  domesman 
seid,  "  f  rend,  sithen  it  is  so,  that  thou  hast  shewed  the  trouthe,  and  ^^ 
hast  saved  the  Innocentes  fro  the  dethe,  thou  shalt  not  be  dede,  but 
thoQ  shalt  have  thi  lyf,  with  aH  thi  heritage."  wherfore  aH  men 
praised  the  domesman,  that  so  mercy fuH^^  did  with  the  man-sleer. 

'  myohe.        *  I  aaw  him  go.         *  and  L         *  Om,        •  seyst.        •  Om, 

'  alowyrt.         •  He  seyde,  Syr.        •  thes.  ij.  go  to  the.        *"  wole  sone. 

"  on.        "  Om>,        "  Om.        "fro  the.        **  everlantyngly.        '•  handes, 

''  that  thou  slow  the  man,  and.         "  mercy  fully. 
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MORALITEX. 

DKre  frendes,  ^b  Emperoure  is  the  fadir  of  hevene ;  The  twoo 
knijtef  be]»e  oure  lorde  lhe$n  Criste  and  the  tadir  Adam),  the 
whiche  was  shapin  &  fonnid  in  the  felde  of  Damaske ;  & 
god  was  wi'tA  oQte  begynnyng,  and  is  withe  oate  endynge.  mesadgers 
wei'  atwene  hem,  whenne  the  fieulir  saide  to  the  sonne  &  to  the  bolj 
gost,  Ftielamus  hominem  ad  ymaginem  ^  eimiliiudinem  nottram^ 
This  is  to  seye,  lete  ts  make  maii)  vnto  our  ymage  and  to  onre 
likencsse.  hut  the  kni^t  ^t  come  to  the  howse  of  that  opere  kni^t, 
that  was  translatid  fro  the  felde  of  Damaske ;  &  pere  he  sawe  a  faii« 
jiiayde,  sciL  fe  soule  y-made  to  the  likenesse  of  god,  the  w[h]ich0 
Adam  desirid.  And  god  seinge  that,  yaf  the  soule  to  Adam,  &e 
w[h]icli  was  made  to  his  oune  likenesse,  withe  alle  godes  of  this  wozlde. 
Aftir  that,  Crist  come  to  grete  poudrte,  and  toke  oure  fleshe ;  as  tiies 
wordes  berithe  witnesse  of  his  pouartee,  Vulpa  foueas  hftbeni^  et 
volneres  celi  nidos;  JUiits  autem  honnnis  non  habet  vbi  capud  suum 
indinet,  ))iB  is  to  seye,  lo !  ^fozis  havi])  dennys,  &  briddis  of  herene 
hayi]»e  nestis ;  but  the  sonne  of  man  ha^  not  wei'  he  may  ledyne 
or  enbowe  his  hede.  Jpenne  he  enterid  in  to  the  porche  of  the 
chirche,  set/,  in  to  the  wombe  of  oure  seint  marie  the  yiigine ;  & 

>  leaf  184,  back,  ool.  2. 
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%  Seolaraoio.  Frendes,  this  Emperotir  is  the  Fadir  of  heTenl 
the  ij.  knyghtes  are  our  lord  Ihesu  crist,  and  the  first  Fadir  Adam, 
[that]  was  made  in  the  feld  of  Damascene  \  and  god  was  ever  with 
out  begynnyng*,  and  shaH  be  withe  out  endyng.  %  Messangers  were 
betwixe  hem,  whan  the  Fadir  said  to  the  sone  and  to  the*  holy  gost, 
*'  Make  we  man  to  our  likenesse."  if  But  the  knyght,  that  come  to 
the  house  of  the  other,  is  Adam,  the  first  Fadir,  that  was  translated 
fro  the  feld  of  Damascene,  where  he  saw  a  faire  woman,  that  is,  Uie 
soule,  made  to  the  likenesse  of  god,  that  Adam  desired.  IT  God  saw 
that,  and  gafi  hym  the  soule,  that  he  made  to  his  likenesse,  witli  aH 
the  goodes  of  the  world,  if  Aftir  this  come  crist  to  right  grete 
poverte,  whan  he  come  downe  fro  heven),  and  toke  our  flessh ;  For 
foxes  have  dennes,  and  briddes  of  ^heven)  have  nestis,  but  the  sone 
of  man^  hathe  not  wherto  that  he  may  lene  his  hede.  IT  he  entied 
the  gate  of  holy  chirch,  that  is,  the  wombe  of  that  blissed  yiigyn)| 

'  leaf  40,  back  '  a  maide,  MS. 
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pere  be  lay  fro  tyme  of  his  consepcioD)  vnto  the  tyme  of  his  nativite. 
in  the  tyme  fiti^e  to-gedir  ij.  men),  BciL  the  fleshe  &  pe  sprite ;  but 
the  fleshe  slowbe  fe  sprite,  what  tyme  mankynde  brake  the  com- 
avndement  of  god.  Thenne  the  peple  ronne  in  to  the  chirche-yerde, 
eeil,  deuelis  yede  abovte,  for  to  make  that  al  mankynde  shulde 
pensshe.  The  kny3ty  that  proflrid  to  dye,  was  oure  lorde  Ihem. 
vriste,  whenne  he  sayde,  IF  Quern  gueritia  /  whom  seke  ye  ?  Ego 
ttm,  I  am  he  that  ye  seche.  ])eime  the  peple  toke  him,  &  ladde  him 
to  the  lubet  thenne  whenne  that  o}fer  knyjt,  his  trewe  frende,  sawe 
^is,  &C.  by  the  secounde  kny3t  we  must  vndirstonde  aposteles  and 
martiriSy  the  whiche  suffiid  dethe  in  the  name  of  Criste ;  &  J^^refore 
seide  Crist  to  his  disciplis,  Potegtis  bibere  calieem  guem  ego  sum 
bibUuruSy  ^is  is  to  seye,  may  ye  drinke  of  the  same  cuppe  ^at  I  am 
to  diynke,  bcU,  suffire  passioii)  as  I  shalle ;  and  thei  seide,  Po88umu8,^ 
We  mowe.  And  the  thirde,  ^at  seid,  "  sothely  I  slow  him  wit^ 
xnyn)  owne  hondys,"  fat  is  enerj  synncr,  J?at  owij?  to  graunte  pe 
sothe  in  confession),  for  the  entente  J^at  the  Innocent  soule  sholde 
not  be  slayne ;  &  ])enne  yf  he  do  so,  withe  onte  dowte  he  shal  not 
dye,  but  he  shalle  have  eu^rlastyng  l^fe.     Ad  quam  ^c. 

'  Powom,  MS. 
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and  there  he  nyghted  from  the  tyme  of  his  Conceptioii)  vnto  his 
birthe.  IT  In  ^e  meane  tyme  foughteii)  ij.^  to-gedre,  that  is,  the 
flessh  and  the  spirite ;  but  the  flessh  slow  the  spirite,  whan  mankynd 
synned  ayenst  goddes  biddyng,  wherfore  he  was  folowed  aboute  the 
chirche  yerd,  IT  That  is,  the  devels  wentex])  about,  and  so  prikked 
and  stongen),  that  ali  mankynd  shuld  perissh.  The  other  knyght 
profered  hym  self  to  the  dethe  for  his  brother,  and  for  his  frend, 
that  is,  oure  lord  Ihesu  crist,  whan  wilfully  he  seid  to  the  lewes, 
**whom  seke  yel  I  am  he."  Wherfore  thei  token)  hym,  and  led 
hym  to  the  gibbette.  IF  The  second  knyght,  that  was  the  trew  frend. 
V  By  this  second  frend  we  shuld  vndirstond  the  appostels  and 
martirs,  that  for  goddes  love  suifred  the  dethe  3  IF  wherfore  crist  setth 
to  his  disciples,  iF  ''May  ye  drynk*  of  the  chalice  of  payn)  and 
passion)  that  I  shatt  dryntl "  thei  seid,  "  ye,  yf  we  mowe."  If  The 
third  man,  that  said,  "  in  trouthe  I  slow  the  man,"  is  every  synner, 
that  owet^  to  be  a-know  the  trouthe  in  confession).  So  that  the 
Innocent  be  not  slayn)  that  is  the  soule  and  yf  he  thus  be  a-know 
the  trouth  he  shall  have  everlastyng  loye. 

'  fougbtene  ij.  fougbtene,  MS. 
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[  XLVIIL   ] 

DOLFINUS  A  WISE  EMPJEflOURE. 

(how  a   PROPHBOY   was   FULFILLBD.) 

DOlfinos  was  an  'Emperour  in  the  citee  of  Rome;  fe  which 
hadde  a  faire  dowter,  whom  he  moche  lovid.  so  in)  a  oer- 
teyn  daje,  as  he  rode  hy  a  forest  to  hunte,  he  was  arsunderij 
fro  ali  his  men),  anc)  hadde  ytterly  loste  hem) ;  an  J  perefoi^  withe  a 
grete  hevinesse  he  Bode  by  him  selfe.  So  he  ^Roode  by  a  certeid 
place,  &  he  cnockid  at  the  yate ;  and  a  noon)  )>e  loide  of  the  place 
openyc)  pe  yate,  and  askid  the  cause  of  his  cnockinga  and  he 
seide,  ''  it  is  nyght,  and  l^^refoi^  I  praye  the,  for  the  love  of  god, 
that*  I  may  be  loggid  hei*  al  nyght;" — bnt  he  tolde  him  not  Jwt 
he  was  Empdroure.  perme  seide  that  othir,  "  I  am  forests  of  the 
Emp^ronres  in  this  forest,  and  I  bei*  the  cure  pereof,  I  graont  fe 
harborow,  &  venison)  y-now  hei*  of  this  forest."  The  Emp^roure  was 
glad,  &  honestly  he  was  resseyvid.  The  foresters  wyf  was  in  chylde- 
bed,  and  shnlde  that  same  nyght  brynge  a  childe  in  to  the  worlde. 
whenne  the  Emp^roure  satte  at  soper,  fe  forster  honestly  seruid  him ; 
>  leaf  185,  ool.  1.  '  andtf  that,  MS. 
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[  XXDL  ] 

DOlphynus  reigned  in  Rome,  that  had  bat  oo  donghtir,  that  was 
right  faire,  and  of  her  Fadir  mekeH  loved,  whan  he  went  ones 
to  hunte,  a  chaunce  fille,  that  he  was  departed  fro  his  f olke,  that 
vtterly  he  wist  not  where  ne  to  what  place  to  ride ;  but  he  was  mekeH 
desolate,  bicause  he  had  lost  his  meyne,  and  rode  aboate^  alone. 
IT  And  whan  he  had  ridden)  bA  day,  and  nyght  come,  he  sawe  befora 
hym  an  house,  to  the  whiche  he  rode  a  grete  pace,  and  whan  he 
come  to  the  yate,  he  knokked.  anou)  as  the  lord  of  the  house  herd 
the  knokkyng,  he  vndid  the  yate,  and  asked  *  whi  he  knokked  I 
he  seid,  "it  is  nyght,  as  ye  se,  and  therfore  I  aske  harbrow,  for 
goddes  love.'*  and  was  not  arknow  that  he  was  Emperour.  If  The 
other  8  said,  "  Frende,  I  am  the  Empcrours  Forster,  that  dwelle  here, 
and  have  the  kepyng  of  this  Forest,  and  therfore  I  graunte  the 
harbrow,  and  I  shali  yeve  the  to*  ete  of  the  venyson)  of  this  Forest." 
*The  Emperour  herd  that,  and  was  glad,  and  entred,  and  was  worship- 
fully  resceived.  ^  The  Forsters  wyf  was  grete  with  child,  and  nere 
the  tyme  to  have^  child,     whan  the  Emperour  was  sette  to  souper, 

*  Om.        •  aaked  him.        »  tother.        *  for  to.        *  leaf  41.        •  haue  a. 
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but  he  knew  not  ^at^  he  was  Emp^ouie,  &  his  lorde,  and  the  Em- 
-perour  dude  as  hit  hadde  not  ben  he.  And!  whenne  fe  soper  was 
I-don>,  the  Emp^roure  yede  to  bedde,  &  slept.  And  as  he  was  in  bis 
slepe,  he  harde  a  voyse  sey  thris,  "  tak  !  tak  !  tak ! "  and  withe  that 
the  Emperoure  a-woke,  &  marvailed  what  that  shulde  by-meene,  tak  1 
tak!  tak! — "for  what  shulde  I  take?"  quod  he,  and  he  slepte 
a-yene,  and  he  harde  a  voyse*  sey  thns,  "  Jeld  !  Jeld  1  Jeld  I "  w/t/i 
that  he  awoke,  and  marvaUid  moi'  than)  enye  man)  may  trowe ;  & 
hevy  he  was,  and  thoujte  what  that  shulde  be.  "for  first,"  quod 
he,  *'  take,  and  not  I  toke ;  &  now  yelde,  &  what  shalle  I  yelde  1  I 
wot  not."  he  slepte  f^yene,  and  a  voyse  come,  &  saide,  "  fle  1  fle  I 
fle !  for  this  nyte  in  this  hovse  a  childe  is  borne,  that  shaUe  be  Em- 
p^rooi'  aftir  thi  dissesse.*'  whenne  J^e  Emperour  a-woke,  he  was  not 
litle  mevid  in  herte ;  and  ther  for'  whenne  morow  come,  he  Ros,  and 
callid  to  him  the  forst^r,  and  saide,  "  Dei'  frend,  I  pray  the  telle  me 
sothe,  yf  thow  canne  telle  yf  eny  childe  wei'  I-boz'  in  this  house  J^is 
nyjtl  god  save  hit !"    ))enne  the  Emperoure  badde,  that  the  childe 

■  pat  that,  M8.  *  veyae,  MS. 
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the  Forster  served  hym  worshipfuUy,  and  yit  he  wist  not  *that  it^ 
was  his  lord  the  Emperour ;  IT  And  the  Emperour  f ayned,  and  wold 
no  thyng  shew  hym  of  his  persone.  wban  the  soup^  was  done,  a 
bedde  was  araied.  the  Emperour  went  therto,  and  be-gan  to  slepe ; 
and  whan  he  was  in  his  firat  slepe,  he  herd  a  voice  seiyng  'thries 
thise'  wordes,  ''Take!  take!  take!"  and  he  waked  of  his  slepe, 
and  mervailed,  and  said  with  in  hym  self*,  "what  may  this  be? 
take !  take !  take !  what  shati  I  take  9 "  and  sone  aftir  he  fille  on 
slepe,  if  and  herd  another^  voice  saiyng  thries  thise^  wordes,  "  yeld  ! 
yeld !  yeld ! "  IT  he  waked  of  his  slepe,  and  gretly  was  hevyed  \  and 
seid  with  in  hym  self,  "  what  may  this  be  1  IT  First  I  herd  thries, 
take !  and  not  I  toke  j  and  now  thries,  yeld  1 "  and  efte  sones  he 
slept^  and  herd  thries  thise  wordes,  '*  fle !  fle  !  fle !  for  this  nyght  is 
born)  a  child,  that  aftir  thi  disease  shaH  be  Emperour."  IF  The 
Emperour,  whan  he  herd  this,  aiid  was'^  wakened  of  his  slepe,  he 
was  astonyed  in  hym  self*,  he  a-rose®  erly,  and  called  the  forster 
to  hym,  and  said,  "  Freude,  I  pray  the,  telle  me  yf  thou  *know  yf^ 
any  child  were  bom)  thisnyghtl"  he  said,  "ye,  sir,  my  wyf  had 
a  child  this  nyght"    The  Emperour  seid, ''  shew  me  the^  child." 

>  he.  *  thes  iij.  'a.  ^  thes  iij.  *  Owi. 

*  ro8e.  ^  knowyst.  '  this. 
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shnlde  be  browte  af oi'  him,  and  that  lie  myjte  se  hit  And  whenne 
hit  was  afoi'  him,  the  Emperoure  lokid  welle  in  his  face,  and  toke 
goode  hede  to  a  ce[r]teyi])  marke  that  was  in  his  visage ;  and  ^enne 
he  saide  to  the  foistei'y  "  Dere  frende,  knowist  thow  not  me,  what  I 
am  1 "  "  No,  sir,  no  thing,  for  I  saw  yow  neu^*  or  nowe,  but  fou 
semist  a  gentilmau)."  "I  am,'*  quod  he,  "Je  Emperoui',  thi  ^lorde, 
whom  thow  hast  harborowjd ;  and  I  thonk  the  muche  for  ihi  goode 
chei*."  )9enne  Je  forst^r  fel  downe  to  his  fete,  and  askid  mercy,  yf 
fat  he  had  owte  o£fendid  him.  "  Nay,"  quod  he,  "  drede  the  noute ; 
but  I  wolie  have  this  childe,  that  thi  wyf  hathe  browte  forthe  this 
i^yg^ty  to  norisshe  in  my  palys ;  and  jy^refoi^  to-morow  a-bowte  this 
tyme,  I  wolle  sende  messagers  for  him.'*  thenne  saide  the  forster, 
"  sir,  my  lord,  ))at  is  not  semynge,  ))at  swiche  a  worthi  lorde  have  the 
childe  of  swiche  a  symple  sarvaunt  as  I  am,  for  to  norysshe.  Najwies 
hit  shall  be  don)  as  thow  wolt  have  hit ;  and  whenne  the  messagers 
comythe,  I  shal  take  the  childe  to  hem."  The  £mperot«r  Eode  home 
to  his  palis ;  &  he  callid  his  sarvatrnte^,  and  seide  to  hem,  '^  gothe 
swyftly  in  to  the  forest^  to  the  house  of  the  forstei',  for  ^  I  was 

>  leaf  185,  col.  2. 
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[And  so  he  dyd.  The  Emperour^]  whan  he  had  seen  the  child,  he 
saw  a  token)  in  the  childes  face,  and  seid  to  the  Forster,  "  knowest 
thou  what  I  am  ?  "  ''  nay,  sir,  for  I  saw  the  never  before  this  tyme, 
that  I  wote  of  ^ ;  but  thou  semest  a  gentileman."  IF  he  said,  ''  I  am 
the  Emperour,  thi  lord,  that  thou  hast  this  nyghte  hosteled,  for  the 
whiche  I  thanke  the."  IT  The  Forster  herd  this,  and  fille  at^  his 
fete,  and  asked  mercy,  yf  he  had  in  any  thyng  offended  hym.  The 
Emperour  said,  **  drede  the  not,  but  thi  sone,  ^at  thi  wj£  brought 
forthe  this  nyght,  I  wille^  have  hym^  to  norissh ;  and  to-morow,^  at 
this  houi*e,  I  sh£^  send  messangers  for  the  child."  IT  The  Forster 
said  "  a !  sir,  it  is  not  semly,  that  suche  a  lord  shuld  norissh  the 
child  ^  of  his  seruaunt.  never  the  lease,  lord,  your  wille  be  fulfilled ; 
and  whan  the  messangers  come,  I  shall  take  to  hem  the  child." 
^  whan  this  was  seid,  the  Emperour  rode  to  his  paleys.  and  whan 
he  come®  to  his  paleys,  he  called  his  seruauntes,  and  said  ^to  'hem,^^ 
IF  Gothe  fast  to  the  forest,^^  in  the  whiche  my  forster  dwelleth,  in 

'  Supplied  from  O.        •  Otn,        '  down  at.        *  wole.        •  Om, 
*  to-mome.        ^  sone.        '  come  home.        '  leaf  41,  back.        '*  Om, 

"  hous. 
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loggid  al  nygfit ;  and  takithe  of  him  the  litle  Infazint,  that  his  wyf 
this  nyght  chyldedl.  And  I  charge  jow,  vp  peyne  of  dethe,  that  ye 
sle  hit  by  the  way,  and  caste  his  body  to  the  houndes,  and  bryngitH 
his  herte  to  me ;  and  but  ye  do  thus,  I- wis  ye  shulle  be  dede,  yf  that 
ye  abyde  in  my  Empire."  Sone  thei  tooke  ther  wey  toward  the 
forster,  and  fer  thei  Eesseyuid  the  childe ;  and  wh[e]nne  thei  wef 
in  the  wey  comyng  homeward,  thei^  seide  to  hem  selve,  '^  sirs,  it  is 
tyme  nowe  [to]  folfille  the  wille  of  oure  lorde,  acH,  to  slee  this 
childe,  for  we  be^e  now  nye  home."  ])ei  toke  that  childe,  &  wolde 
haye  kyllid  hit ;  but  thenne  on)  of  hem),  beholding  the  gracious  f ase 
of  the  childe,  he  was  mevid  by  m^rcy,  and  saide,  "  A  1  dei*  felawes, 
hit  wei'  grete  synne  &  perel  to  ys,  yf  that  we  slowe  this  childe,  ^at 
is  an  Innocent ;  and  perefore  I  shalle  teche  yowe  a  goode  counseiH. 
bei*  by  Bynnithe  smale  litle  hogget;  late  ys  slee  on)  of  hem, 
and  bei'  his  herte  to  the  Emperoure,  oure  lorde,  &  we  shulle  seye 
that  it  is  ]ra  harte  of  pQ  childe."  ''  )9at  is  a  gode  counseiH,"  quod 
thei,  ''but  telle  ys  thenne  what  we  shufi  do  withe  the  chUde." 
))enne  aunswerde  he,  "  we  shulle  lappe  him  wel^  in  clothis,  and 
^  the,  MS.  *  leaf  186,  back,  ool.  1. 
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whos  house  this  nyght  I  laye ;  and  taketh^  his  sone,  that^  his  wy^ 
this  nyght  had,  and  slee  hym*  by  the  way,  ypon*  pa3m)  of  dethe^ 
and  cast  his  body  to  houndes,  and  brynge  with  you  his  hert ;  IF  and 
but  yf  ye  do  this,  I  shall:  condempne^  you  to  the  most  foule®  dethe." 
thei  seid,  "  sir,  your  wille  shaH  be  done."  if  Anon)  thei  wenten)  to 
the  Forsters  house,  and  token)  the  child  of  hym,  and  ledde  it  witti. 
hem«  IF  And  said,^  whan  thei  were  passed,  betwixe  hem,  "it  is 
tyme  that  we  fulfille  the  Emp^rours  biddyng,  for  to  sle  the  child, 
by  cause  we  are  nere  the  paleys."  IT  Thei  toke  the  child,  and  wold 
slee  it.  one  of  the  messangers,  whan  he  had  seen  the  childes  face, 
was^  stered  with  pite ;  and  said  to  his  felawes, ''  O  !  frendes,  hereth^ 
my  counsaile,  and  ye  shuH  not  for-thynke  it.  we  sh£^  falle  in  grete 
aynne  ayenst^^  god,  yf  we  slee  this  Innocent.  IF  here  *are  my^^  pigges ; 
slee  we  one  of  ^the  pigges,^^  and  the  hert  of  it  ^bere  we^'  with  ys  to  the 
Emperour,  and  we  shail  sey,  it  is  the  hert  of  the  lyteH  child ;  and 
lette  ys  not  shede  the  blood  of  the  child."  thei  seid,  "this  is  a 
good  counsaile.     If  But  sey  ys,  what  we  shaH  do  wit£  the  child  1 " 

'  take.         *  the  which.        '  the  child.        *  on.        *  comaunde. 
*  foulest  ^  thei  Beyden.  *  he  was.  '  here.  '^  agayns. 

*'  ben  luauy.         '*  hem.         "  we  shalle  here. 
QESTA.  14 


210  XL7IIL   A  PBOPHBOT  FULFILLED.   STOBT.   ffXBL.  7388,  &  ^DBiT.  9006. 

putte  him  in  an  holow  tree,  and  leve  him  ]>er ;  anJ  god  shaH  oideyne 
for  him  wel  I-now."  Whenne  the  childe  was  lappid  in  clothis,  yej 
putte  him  in  the  hole  in  a  tree,  and  lete  him  lye ;  and  thenne  the! 
yede,  and  slowhe  a  yonge  pigge,  and  drow  oute  his  herte,  and  browte 
hit  home  to  the  Emptfroure ;  and  come  to  him)  ^  withe  as  he  was 
at  pe  mete.  And  when)  the  Enip^rour  saw  hem,  he  saide,  "  have  ye 
f uliillid  my  comaundment  1 "  **  ye,  lorde,"  qao<l  they ;  "  Ss  this  is^ 
to  token) ; "  &  shewid  the  hart  of  the  pigge.  ))enne  the  Emperour, 
trowing  that  it  wei'  the  herte  of  the  childe,  he  caste  hit  into  the  fir', 
&  saide,  ^*  lo !  whei'  the  harte  is  of  him  that  sholde  have  Eegnid 
af tir  me ;  and  swiche  be]>e  dremis  1 "  in  that  o^re  day,  aftir  ^at 
the  childe  was  putte  in  to  the  tree,  an  Erie  come  Bidinge  by  the 
forest ;  and  as  his  houndis  Bonne  aftir  an  hynde,  &  come  by  the 
tree  where  as  the  chylde  was,  ^i  felt  a  savour'  of  the  childe ;  and 
^  they  stynte,  &  wolle  Binne  no  for^,  in  so  muche  that  the  kny^t 
hadde  fereot  grete  marvayle  &  Gret  wonder ;  and  smote  the  hors 
withe  sporis,  &  lokid  into  the  tree,  and  fere  he  sawe  lie  a  faire 

*  thisy,  MS. 
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he  said,  '^lappe^  it  in'  clothes,  and  put  it  in  some  tree  that  is  holow, 
and  there  we  shuH  leve  it.'  and  god,  that  no  man  may  desceivo, 
happely  shalle  delyuer  the  child  fro  dethe,  and  save  it."  thei  di(l 
aftir  his  counsaile.  the  child  was  lapped  in  clothes,  and  was^  putte 
in  a  hole  of  a  tree.  Than  thei  slowei^  the^  P^®>  ^^^  drew  out  the 
hart,  and  bare  it  with  hem  to  the  Emperour ;  and  found  hym  at^ 
mete.  IT  The  Emperour  said  ^to  hem,^  ''have  ye  fulfilled  my 
biddyngi"  thei  seid,  "yee,  sir,  we  have  slayn)  the  child,  and  here 
is  his  hert."  and  shewed  hym  the  pigges  hert  and  he  leved  it  was 
the  hert  of  the  child,  and  anon)  Vast  the  hert^  into  the  fire,  IT  Seiyng, 
*'  se  the  hert  of  hym  )»at  shuld  reigne  aftir  me  !  Behold,"  he  said, 
''  what  dremes  ar,  nought  but  vanyte  and  vayn)  1 "  IT  The  second 
day  afbir  pat^  the  child  was  put  in  the  tree,  an  Erie  went  to  hunte 
in  that^^  same  forest,  whan  the  houndes  ranne  aftir  an  hynd,  thei 
come  by  the  tree  in  the  which  the  child  was,  ^and  feled^^  the  savour 
of  the  child,  and  wold  no  ferther  rynne.  IF  The  Erie  sawe  that,  and 
mer vailed  gretly.^'  he  smote  the  horse  with  the  sporres,  and  come 
to  the  tree,  and^  loked  ^^in  atte^^  hole,  and  founde  the  childe;  and 

»  Kepe.        ■  in  the.        *  hym.        *  Om.        'a.        •at  the. 
^  Om.        •  he  oast  it.        •  Vn.        '«  the.        "  thei  felted.        '■  Om. 

»•  he.         **  leaf  42.         »•  at  the. 
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Sonne,  of  whom)  he  was  hiliche  gladde  in  bis  herte.  &  toke  him)  yp 
in  his  armes  &  bare  him  home  to  his  castelle;  andf  saide  to  the 
countesse,  his  wyfe,  "  loo !  dame,  I  have  goode  tithinges  to  telle  the. 
)7oiow  chavnse  I  have  founde  a  faire  childe  in  a  forest,  &  ])ow  haddist 
nen^r  childe ;  feyne  fe  now  ad  thowe  fan  were  withe  childe,  an({ 
thenne  thowe  shalt  seye,  that  thow  hast  browte  forthe  a  childe." 
"  Ser"  qno<}  she,  "  I  assent."  so  withe  in  shorte  tyme  tiding  was 
oner  aH  ye  contree,  that  the  countes  hadde  a  childe ;  an<)  ^erefoi'  was 
grete  loye  makyd.  the  childe  throfe,  &;  wel  was  lovidf  of  al  men). 
\>er  fille  a  cas  withe  in  xiiij.^  yei'  aftirwarde ;  the  Emperour  made  a 
gen^raH  feste,  to  the  whiche  )»e  Erie  was  I-bede  in  speciaH.  &  when 
he  come,  he  browte  the  chylde  wit[h]  him,  the  whiche  was  at  that 
tyme  a  fahe  yonge  sqniere;  andf  at  mete  he  serui<)  the  Erie,  anJ 
gentilmanly  stode  afore  him.  ])e  'Emperour  by-helde  this  yonge  man), 
and  psrseyvii)  the  token)  in  his  fronte,  that  he  sawe  in  the  house  of 
the  forster ;  and  thenne  with  a  grete  mevinge  in  herte  he  saide  to 
the  Erie,  "  sir,  whos  sone  is  this,  that  stondithe  a-foi'  the  1 "  **  sir," 
^he  saide,  "  it  is  my  sone."     "  Tel  me  sof  e,"  quod  the  Emperowr, 

*  leaf  185,  back,  col.  2. 
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was  right  glad,  and^  toke  it  in  his  armes,  and  ledde  it  to  his  Casteli, 
and  said  to  the  countesse,  his  wyf«,  IT  "I  shaH  telle  you  good 
tydynges.*  I  have  founden)  to-day*  merveiUously  a  faire  child,  in 
an  hole  of  a  tree ;  and*  I  gate  never  yit*  a  cbilde,  ne^  thou  never 
conseived  none.  Fayne  the  therfore  grete  with  childe,  and  sey,  that 
thou  bare  the^  chUde."  **  Sir,"  she  said,  "  thi  wille  shatt  be  ful- 
filled."® IT  Wherfore  comon)  voice  was  in*  the  countre,  that  the 
Countesse  had  brought  forthe  a  faire  child ;  wherfore  there  was  grete 
ioye.  IT  The  child  wexed,^^  and  loved  was  of  aH,  and  namly  of  the 
Erie  and  of  the  countesse.  IF  whan  xvj.  yearo  was  passed,  'it  fille 
that'^  the  Emp^ottr  made  a  grete  fest,  to  the  whiche  the  Erie  was 
called,  and  come  atte  ^^  day  to  the  fest,  and  ledde  the  child  'with 
hym^*;  the  whiche  was  that  tyme  a  faire  Squyer,  and  stode  atte^* 
borde  before  the  Erie,  *and  served  hym^*  curtesly.  IF  The  Empcroure 
loked  enterly  on  the  childe,  and  sawe  in  his  forhede  the  token)  that 
he  sawe  in  the  Forsters  house ;  wherfore  he  was  anon)  stored  in  hym 
self',  and  said  to  the  Erie,  **  Whos  sone  is  this  ? "  he  said,  *'  sir,  it  is 

*  he.         •  thynges.         *  Chn,         *  Otn.        •  Om.        •  nor. 
^  this.         •  done.        •  in  alle.        »•  wax.  *^  Om.        '«  at  the. 

'»  Om.         '*  at  the.         "  Om. 
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*'  by  the  feythe  thow  owist  to  me."  ])eiiBe  fe  Erie  saw  that  he 
myght  not  escape  hit^  he  tolde  how  that  he  mette  withe  the  childe  in 
a  tree.  Andf  whenne  [the]  Emp^roure  harde  that,  he  callidf  his 
servauntis  to  him,  in  a  grete  woodnesse, — fe  which  sarvaunte*  he 
had  sent  afoi',  for  to  kille  j>at  child.  And  they  come  arfore  him ; 
and  whenne  they  wei*  I-come,  the  Emperoore  made  hem  to  swei' 
what  thei  dad  with  the  childe ;  and  thenne  they  »eyde,  ^*  lorde,  we 
put  Ys  in  yonre  grace,  for  sothely  very  pitee  mevid  vs  to  save  him,  hi 
cause  that  he  was  an  Innocent ;  and  so  we  slowe  a  pigge,  and  hrowte 
the  herte  fer  of  a-foi*  yowe."  whenne  the  EmpcA)ure  knew  the 
bare  sothe^  he  saide  to  the  Erie,  **  sir  erle,  'this  yonge  man)  shalle 
abide  hei'  at  home  withe  me."  **  Sir,"  quod  the  Erie, ''  hit  shalle  he 
at  youre  owne  wille."  And  whenne  the  grete  fest  was  Endid,  ^ 
childe  a-bode  stille  with  the  Emp^rour.  And  in  al  this  tyme  the 
Emp^^resse  dwellid  wtt^  hir  dowt^,  a  grete  weye  from)  thens.  In  a 
day  ]>is  Emperoure  clepid  to  him  this  yonge  man),  and  seide  to  him, 
"  thow  most  bei^  my  letteris  to  swich  a  casteli,  to  the  lady  my 
empresse."     "  Sir,"  quod  he,  "  I  am  Eedy  to  obeye  vnto  youre  wille 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

my  Bone."  IT  The  Emperour  said,  "by  the  faithe  that  thou  hast 
made  to  me,  telle  me  the  trouthe."  The  Erie  sawe  he  myght  not 
scape,  and  told  hym  all  how  he  found  the  child  in  a  hole  of  a  tree. 
IT  whan  the  Emperour  herd  this,  he  called  his  servauntis,  as  he  had 
ben)  wode,  the  whiche  he  sent  to  sle  the  child ;  and  thei  come  before 
hym.  IT  Than^  the  Emperour  constrayned  hem  by  an  othe,  that 
thei  shuld  sey  the  trouthe,  what  thei  didden)  with  the  child.  Thei 
said,  "  sir,  we  put  vs  in  your  grace,  for  pite  stored  vs  that  we  shuld 
not  sle  the  Innocente,  but  put  hym  in  an  hole  of  a  tree,  what  iille 
of  hym  afterward  Ve  wote  not,^  but  we  slow  a  pigge  in  the^  stede 
of  a*  child,  and  yaf  ^  to  you  the  hert."  IF  whan  the  Emperour  had 
herd  the  trouthe,  prively  he  said  to  the  Erie,  "  Trend,  this  child 
shaH  abide  with  me."  "  Sir,"  he  said,  "  thi«  wille  be  fulfilled.'* 
and  whan  the  fest  was  done,  all  the  gestes  went  home,  and  the  child 
left  with  the  Emperour  alone,  and  that  tyme  the  ^Emperesse  with 
her^  d ought  ir  was  in  ferre  countre.®  IF  The  Emperour  ccdled  to  hym 
the  child,  and  said  to  hym,  **  Trend,  thou  must  go  to  the  Empresse 
with  my  lettres."    he  said,  **sir,  I  am  redy  for  to  obeye  to*  youi* 

*  0/n.        ■  kan  we  not  telle.         '  Om.        *  the.        *  toke. 
•  your.        ^  Kmperours.        •  oontree.        *  to  go  at. 
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in  al  pojiiW."  soone  the  Einperoure  made  letUsres,  to  send  to  the 
Emperesse,  in  the  whiche  lett6;*es  he  chaigid  hir,  vndir  a  grete 
peyne,  that  she  shulde,  afft^  that  she  hadde  sen)  the  letteres,  make 
that  yong*  childe  to  be  drawe  wM  hois,  and  af tir  to  be  hongidf  in 
the  lebet.  he  yaf  the  letters  to  the  yonge  childe,  &  badde  him 
spede  him  welle  by  the  weye,  that  he  wei'  thei'.  Andf  the  child  toke 
the  letters,  &  made  him  Eedy,  &  yede.  And  whenne  he  hadde 
labonrid^  iij.  or  ii\j.  dayes,  hit  happid  that  he  tiavaylid  late  in  a 
nyght ;  and  he  come  to  the  castelle  of  a  kny^t,  and  pere  he  askid 
herboiowe,  &  the  kni^t  giauntid  him.  whenne  the  clulde  was  coume 
in  to  the  halle,  for  giet  werynesse  he  felle  od)  slepe  on)  the  benche  ; 
and  whenne  the  kny^t  saw  him  slepe,  he  lokid  a-bowte  him,  &  sawe 
a  boxe  be-hynde  him ;  and  thenne  he  openid  hit,  &  sawe  fereia 
letters  selid  withe  the  sinet  of  ^e  Emperouie.  And  he  was  hilie 
temptid  in  herte  for  to  loke  the  tenoui^  of  the  lettens,  and  dude  hit 
aotelye  in  dede ;  and  whenne  [he]  had  Eedde  ^e  le^^eres,  he  fond 
how  that  hit  was  comaundid,  in  ^peyne  of  shamefnlle  de))e,  ]>at  the 
Emperesse  shulde  putte  that  childe  vnto  the  dethe.     and  thenne  he 

*  laboYuridtf,  MS.  *  leaf  186,  col.  I. 
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wille  in  i^  thyng.*'  IT  Anon)  ^the  Emperour  did  write  lettres  to 
the  Empresse,  that  assone^  as  she  had  seen  the  lettres,  on  payn)  of 
dethe  she  shold  draw  the  child  atte'  horse-taile^  and  after  that,  hange 
hym  on  the  galouse ;  and  but  yf  this  were  done,  he  shuld  condempne 
her  to  the  most  foule^  dethe.  %  And  whan  the  lettres  were  made 
and  sealed,  he  toke  hem  to  the  child,  and  said,  ''  spede^  the  fast, 
that  thoa  were  there/'  the  child  toke  the  lettres,  and  put  hem  in  a 
boxe,  and  wente  his  way  a  grete  pace.  %  And  whan  he  had  gone  ij. 
dales  or  three,  at  even  he  come  to  a  CasteH  of  a  knyght,  and  asked 
hosteti  mekely  of  the  knyght.  he®  sawe  the  child  was  semly,  and 
graunted  hym  hostell.  IF  The  childe  was  wery,  and  laied  hym 
downe  anon)  on  a  benche,  'and  rested^  hym,  and  slept.  IT  The 
knyght,  whan  he  sawe  the  child  slepe,  he  sawe  behynd  hym  a  boxe, 
the  whiche  he  opened,  and  found  the  lettres  of  the  Emperour,  sealed 
witb  his  seale ;  wherfor  he  was  gretly  tempted  for  to  open  the  lettres, 
and  so  he  did  ^uti  softly^ ;  IF  And  whan  he  had  redde  the  lettres,  he 
found  that  the  Empresse,  on  payn)  of  dethe,  shuld  put  the  chilil^  to 

'  leaf  42,  back.         '  also  gone.        '  at  the.        *  foulest. 
•  Syr,  specie.  •  The  knyght  ^  to  rest.  •  lotelly. 
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sorowed  in  hijs  herte,  And  saide,  *'  this  is  a  grete  aynne  to  hem,  to  sle 
Rwiche  a  faire  childe.  Nay,"  quodf  he,  **  this  may  not  be,  for  shame." 
audf  j>erefoi'^  he  wrote  oper  lettered,  in  thes  wordes,  "  Dame,  I  charge 
the,  in  peyne  of  dethe,  fat  ]>oa  yeve  owi^  dowter  to  this  childe,  and 
lete  him  wedde  hir  as  sone  as  he  corny  the,  witheout  leng^r  delaye ; 
and  what  tyme  that  the  solempnite  of  the  matrimony e  is  made, 
holdithe  him  wiiJi  yow,  &  dothe  htm  almaner  worshipe ;  and  late 
him  holde  my  stede,  til  I  come  to  yow."  wheune  this  was  wietin), 
the  kny^t  with  his  sotilte  seliJ  hit  withe  the  same  sele,  &  put  hit 
iuto  the  box.  Boone  aftir  the  childe  awoke,  &  the  kny3t  made  him 
al  the  solase  and  comforte  that  he  coude  make,  &  lete  him  goo. 
And  in  the  thirdde  day  aftir,  he  come  to  the  Emp^resse,  &  Salvid 
hir  worshi[p]falIy^  in  the  name  of  the  Emperoore ;  &  yafe  to  hir  the 
letteres.  whenne  the  Emperesse  had  Bedde  the  letierea.  She  sente 
abovte  messageris,  for  to  calle  to  the  bridale  of  hir  dowter  alle  maner 
peple,  moi^  &  lesse.  &  whenne  the  day  was  I-come,  the  yonge  man) 
weddid  the  damseH,  &  heilde  the  stede  of  the  Emperoiue  wel  and 

'  worehifuUy,  MS. 


[Second  Version.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

dethe.  the  knyght  made'  sorow,^  and  seid  with  in  hym  self*,  '*  Alias  I 
this  were  a  grete  synne,  to  do  so  semly  a  child  to  the  dethe !  it 
shall  not  be  so."  and^  anoD)  he  did  away  the  scripture,  and  wrote 
the  lettre  in  thise  wordes,  IT  "  On  payn)  of  dethe  I  bid  the,  that  thou 
take  the  child,  and  resceive  hym  that  bryngeth  the  lettres,  and  anou) 
with  out  delaye  yeve  our  doughtir  to  hym,  to  be^  his  wyf",  with 
grete  solempnyte;  and  whan  the  weddyng  is  done,  have  hym  in 
worshipp^,  as  our  sooe,  in  all  maner,  and  that  he  kepe  my  place, 
vnto  I  come  to  you."  IT  And  whan  he  hadf  Mone  thus,*  full  softly* 
lie  closed^  the  lettres,^  and  put  it  in  the  boxe  agayn).  IF  Sone  aftir 
this,  the*  child  waked,*  and^®  the  knyght  'that  nyght^^  made  hym 
grete  chere.  and  the  fourthe  day  aft^r  he  come  to  the  Empresse 
with  the  lettres ;  and  whan  she  had  redde  the  lettres,  IF  anon)  she 
sent  out  Hhe  messangers*^  in  eufry  partie,  for  *to  pray  ^' grete  and 
smale,  that  thei  shuld  be  redy  at  a^*  certayn)  day,  to  be  at  weddyng 
of  her  doughtir.  and  so  it  was  done.  %  whan  the  day  was  come  of 
the  weddyng,  the  child  weddei^  the  doughtir  of  the  Emperour  with 
grete  solempnyte,  and  held  the  place  of  the  Emp«rour,  as  the  lettre 

*  a  grete  sorow.         •  Om,        •  Om,        *  wryten  thes.         •  aotely. 
•  selyd.  '  lettre.  *  Om.  •  wakenyd.  ••  Om,  "  On. 
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wisly,  that  he  was  hiliche  lovid,  and  worshipid  of  al  maner  of  peple. 
Aftirwarde  the  £mp6n)are  sholde  come  to  the  lady  the  Emperesse ; 
ajdf  the  lady  come  withe  alle  hlr  meyne,  and  mette  him  as  hir  owte 
to  doo.  &  whenne  the  Emp^roure  sawe  the  Emperesse  come,  and 
lad  as  a  lady  shulde  he  wiih  Je  arme  of  the  childe,  he  wondeiid, 
and  wext  wrothe ;  and  saide  to  hii*,  "  thow  wickid  woman),  whi 
haste  thow  not  do  my  precepte  1  J)ow  shalte  dye  therfoi*."  "  sothely," 
quod  [s]he,  "  alle  pat  ^owe  hadde  me  doo,  is  now  fulfillid  in  dede.^' 
**  I  sey  thowe  lyes  in  thin  hede,"  quod  he ;  "  for  I  chargeid  the,  that 
foil  sholdest  do  that  hoye  to  an  orihle  dethe."  *'  A 1  sir,  save  youre 
Eeu^rens,  ye  wrote  to  me,  that  I  sholde  yeve  him  yooi'  douter,  yp 
peyne  of  dethe ;  and  loo !  hei'  is  youi'  Isftre"  whenne  the  Emperour 
hadde  sene  the^  letteris,  and  sawe  wretyn)  Eight  as  ]>e  Emperes  saide, 
he  mervailid,  &  saide,  "  hut  whej^er,  hathe  he  weddid  my  dowter,  or 
nol"  "yi3,"qaod  she,  ''and  ^faiwith  grete  solempnite;  and  I 
trow  that  youre  dowter  he  wiiJi  childe."  and  ^enne  saide  he,  "  0  ! 
lord  god,  it  is  a  lewde  thinge  for  to  stonde  ayenst  the,  or  thin 

'  your,  MS.  '  leaf  186,  col.  2. 
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wold,  and  the  child  hare^  hym  right  wisely  in  all  thyng,  and  he 
was  moche  loved  and  worshipped  of  all  the  peple.  IT  It  f elle  ^  ^sone 
aftir,'  that  the  Emperour  come  to  countre.^  whan  the  Empresse 
herd  that,  anon)  she  went  agayii)  the  Emperour,  with  her  doughtirs 
husbond,  and  with  other  multitude  of  peple.  IT  whan  the  Emperour 
sawe  the  child  lede  the  Empresse,  he  was  stered  in  hym  self*,  and 
seid,  T  "  O !  thou  wikked  woman,  whi  hast  thou  not  fulfilled  my 
biddyngi  thou  shalt  be  dede."  IT  "Sir,"  she  said,  "forsothe  I 
have  fulfilled  'all  that  ye  bade  me."^  he  said,  "  thou  liest.  I  wrote 
to  the  lettres,  that  thou  shuldest  put  hym  to  ^a  piteous^  dethe.'' 
She  said,  "  sir,  save  youre  ^grace  and^  reuerence,  ye  wrote  to  me  that 
I  shuld  yeve  your  doughtir  to  hym,  to  be  his  wyf*,  and  that  ye  bad, 
vpon®  payn)  of  dethe.  Se  youre  lettres.**  H  The  Emp^^our,  ^han 
he  'had  redde^  the  lettres,  'and  had  foimde^^  as  the  Empresse  said, 
he  mervailed,  and  said,  "hast  thou  yeven  our  doughtir  to  his ^^  wyfl** 
She  said,  "ye,  sir,  a  goode  while  a-go,  'with  moche  solempnyte^^. 
and,  as  I  trow,  youre  doughtir  is  with  child.**  H  Than  said  the 
Emperour,  "  0  1  lord  Ihesu,  it  is  a  grete  folye  to  ^man  to  wynce^* 

*  bad.        ■  leaf  43.        *  on  a  tyme,        *  the  cuntre.        •  your  wylle. 
.    *  the  asperitouB.        ^  Om.        *  od.        '  rad.         >^  he  fond  it. 
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ordinaonce  !  **  And  thenne  he  saide,  ^*  Fiat  voluntas  tua,  loide,  thi 
"Wille  be  fulfillid!"  and  the  Emperoure  kiste  him;  Sc  aftir  his 
dicesse,  he  was  made  Emperouie,  and  faiie  he  Endid  his  lyfe. 


MOBALITBB. 

DEre  FiendiSy  ])is  Emp«roure  may  wel  be  eallid  herod,  or  a 
synner  that  walkit£  by  him  selfe,  6cil  wiihouie  ony  yerto,  til 
tyme  that  he  come  to  the  house  of  the  Foists,  aciL  of 
holy  chirche,  ])e  whiche  is  the  house  of  god.  Now  ^e  Emperoure 
wolde  have  slayne  the  chylde,  Bcil.  heroude  wolde  have  slayne 
Criste,  ]>at  tyme  that  ho  spirid  of  the  kynges  of  Griste,  f eynyng  that 
he  wolde  have  come,  &  have  I-worshipid  him.  jde  forster  was  losep, 
that  kepte  him.  but  whenne  the  messager  come,  sctZ.  fe  i\j.  kynges, 
fei  slowe  him  not,  but  "with  bowinge  knees  fej  worshipid  him,  & 
lef te  him  in)  the  tree  of  his  godhede  to  be  kepte ;  but  thenne  aftir 
come  an  Erie,  acU.  the  holye  gost,  &  he  bai'  a-wey  the  childe,  bcU. 
whenne  he  wamid  losepe  to  flee  in  to  Egipte. 
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agayn)  thi  wille.  ^Therfor  sithen)^  it  is  so,  thi  wiUe  be  done  ! "  and 
kissed  the  child ;  and  aftir  his  dissease  the  child  was  made  Emperonr, 
and  wisely  governed  hym,  and  ended  his  lyi  in  pease. 

IT  Declaraoio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  may  be  said  herode,  tne 
kyng,  or  els  a  synner,  that  gothe  alone,  that  is  with  out  vertu  tille 
he  come  to  the  house  of  the  Forster,  that  is,  holy  chirche,  whiche  is 
the  house  of  god.  and  herode  wold  have  slayn)  the  child  Ihesu,  and 
sent  messangers  forto  soke  the  child,  after  that  he  had  spered  of  the 
kynges,  seiyng  falsely,  that  I  may  come  and  worshippe  hym  in  the 
forest.  IT  The  forster*  was  loseph,  that  was  keper  of  marie,  but 
whan  the  messangers  come,  that  were  the  kynges,  thei  slow  not  the 
child,  but  kneled  to  hym,  and  worshipped  hym ;  and  in  the  tree  of 
divynyte  thei  left  hyuL  IT  But  whan  the  Erie  come,  that  is,  the 
holy  gost,  he  toke  the  child,  whan  loseph  was  monysshed  and 
bidden)  by  the  aungett,  that  he  shuld  flee  into  Egipte.  or  els  it  may 
be  reduced  on  a  nother  manor.     IT  By  this  Emperour  I  vndirstond 

'  and  therfor  syn.  '  forest,  MS. 
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By  the  Emperoure  I  yndirstonde  a  sjimer,  that  goje  in  the 
forest  of  this  worlde,  seching  vanitees,  til  tyme  he  that  he 
come  to  holy  chirche,  wher  that  he  is  goodly  recevid  hy  the 
prelat,  jf  that  he  wolle  stonde  to  the  maundemented  of  holy  chirche. 
But  manye  of  ts  slepithe  in  holy  chirche,  as  ofle  as  we  dothe  not  the 
vij.  [werkes]  of  mercy ;  hut  Jey  drede,  as  J>e  Empcrowr  dude,  for  the 
Toys  that  he  harde;  of  the  whiche  Toys  hooly  scrypture  spekithe 
thus,  Accipe/  Acdpel  ^Accipe^l  Take !  take  !  take  1  hy  the  first 
take  Tndirstondith  ])e  henef  ete«  of  god,  sciZ.  whenne  he  yaf  the  a 
soule  made  to  his  owne  likenesse ;  hy  the  Secounde  take  Tndirstonde 
grace  of  vithestondynge  of  noynge  \jmge8 ;  &  hy  the  i\j.  tak  Tndir- 
stonde J)e  Sonne  of  god,  that  dide  for  the  on)  cros.  Also  holy 
scriptnre  seithe,  Eedde  /  Redde  I  Eedde !  ])is  is  to  seye,  yeld  the  1 
yeld  the !  yelde  the  I  hy  the  first  yelde  |)ow  most  Tndirstonde  to 
yelde  thi  dette,  sa7.  a  clene  soule,  as  god  yaf  hit  to  the,  aftir 
wasshynge  of  the  haptime;  hy  the  secounde  yelde  Tndirstond 
yeldyng  of  contrucion),  confession),  &  satisfaccion) ;  hy  the  thirde 
yelde  Tndirstonde  yeldyng  eudre  a  clene  soule  to  god,  withe  al  thi^ 
powei*.  Also  hooly  scripture  seithe,  Fuge  I  Fuge  I  F%tge  /  )}is  is  to 
'  leaf  186,  baok,  col.  1.  *  accipite,  MS.  *  this,  MS. 
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a  synfuH  man,  that  walketh  in  the  Forest  of  this  world  sekyng 
Tanytees,  tille  he  come  to  the  house  of  holy  chirche,  wher  he  is 
resceived  henyngnely  of  the  prelate,  yf  he  wille  stand  to  the  hiddyng 
of  holy  chirche.  hut  many  in  goddes  chirche  slepen),  as  of  te  as  thei 
puTchace  not  good  werkes ;  ^  And  therfore  thei  owe  to  drede,  for  the 
Toices  that  were  herd ;  of  the  whiche  speketh  holy  writte,  saiyng 
thries,*  Take  !  IT  By  the  first  take  thou  shalt  Tndirstond  the  henefice 
of  js^od,  that  is,  whan  god  toke  to  the  a  soule  made  to  his  likenesse. 
IT  By  the  second  take  thou  shalt  Tndirstond  the  Sone  of  the  Fadir 
almyghty,  that  was  horri)  of  marie  the  virgyn).  IT  By  the  third  take 
thou  shalt  Tndirstond  the  same  Sone  of  god,  that  he  died  for  the  on 
the  crosse.  IF  And  hy  the  first  yeld  thou  shalt  Tndirstond,  that 
thou  yeld  thi  dette  to  god,  that  is,  thi  soule,  as  clene  as  thou  toke  it 
of  hym  aftir  thy  haptyme.  If  By  the  second  yeld  thou  shalt  Tndir- 
stond, that  we  owe  to  yeld  to  god  cTery  day  worshippe  and  love. 
V  By  the  third  yeld  ye  shuH  vndirstond,  that  we  owe  to  yeld  to 

<  leaf  48,  back.  *  Eyng,  MS. 
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sej,  fle  !  fle  !  fle  1  by  the  fuist  fie  we  mot  yndiistonde  to  flee  the 
worlde,  for  alle  is  sette  in  wickidnease ;  hj  the  secounde  flee  we  mot 
yndirstonde  to  fle  al  synnys,  for  drede  of  peyne,  &  for  presaunce  of 
god;  by  the  thin)  fle  vndirstonde  euer  to.  flee  &  eschew  peyne,  ^at 
we  owe  to  have,  &  to  do  meritorye  werkis.  The  first  voyse  shall  be 
in  the  day  of  dome ;  for  hit  shalle  be  saide  to  the,  "  I  yeve  to  the 
day,  for  to  wake  ynne ;  and  I  yeve  to  the  nyght,  for  to  Keste  the 
in."  The  yerf e  shaH  sey  a-yenest  J>e  synneres,  **  I  bei*  }>e  j  I  norissho 
the ;  I  fede  the ;  I  clo])e  the ;  I  gladde  the ;  and  withe  diuerse  kynde 
of  bestes  I  fllle  thi  horde."  The  wat^r  shalle  seye  ayenste  him,  *'  I 
clanse  alle  ])i  fll])is ;  I  brynge  forj^e  diuerse  kynde  of  Fishia  for  thi 
sustentacioun)."  The  ayi*  shalle  speke,  &  saye,  "  I  yeve  to  the  thi 
lyf e ;  and  send  to  the  the  blaster ;  and  diuerse  kyndis  of  briddes 
to  thi  nede."  And  thus  shalle  the  voyse  thretin)  him,  &  Bepreve 
him.  And  the  worlde  shalle  seye,  **  lo  !  howe  ho  lovid  the,  that 
made  me  for  the,  &  not  for  the  bnt^  for  him  selfe ;  take  benignite, 
yeld  charite."  The  fyr  shalle  seye,  "  Of  me  ])ou  haddisb  grete  solace 
&  helpe ;  and  but  ))ow  servy  wel  thi  maker,  of  me  fou  shalt  be 
brent"     Water  shal  seye,  "  I  yaf  to  the  drynke,  and  Eefressheynge 

»  bevte,  MS. 
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hym  contricion)  and  satisfaccion).  IT  By  the  first  fle  thou  shalt 
vndirstond  the  payu)  that  we  owe  to  fle  and  ascape,  by  meritorie 
worker,  the  first  voice  agayn)  the  synner,  in  the  day  of  dome,  is 
heven),  that  seith,  "  I  yeve  the  lyf,  and  light  o  day,  that  thou  wake, 
derknesse  of  nyght,  forto  rest ;  I  chaunge  to  the  tymes,  to  do  away 
the  variynges  "  IT  The  erthe  seith  agayn)  the  synner,  "  I  here  the,  I 
norissh  the,  I  fede  the ;  I  glade  the  with  wyne,  and  I  fulfiUe  thi 
bord  with  dyuerse  bestes  and  foules."  ^  The  watir  saith  agayn)  the 
synner,  "  I  yeve  the  drynk*,  I  wassh  away  thi  filthe,  and  I  mynjrstre 
to  the  dyuez-se  maner  of  lisshes  to  thi  vse."  IT  The  ayer  saith  agayn) 
the  synner,  "  I  yeve  the  lyvely  brethe,  and  norissh  to  the  all  maner 
of  foules  and  briddes,  for  to  serve  the."  IT  And  the  voice  of 
monysshyng  is  this,  whan  the  world  seith,  "  Se,  man,  how  he^  loved 
the,  that  for  the  made  me,  and  I  serve  the,  for  I  am  made  for  the, 
that  thou  shuldest  serve  hym  that  made  the,  and  me  not  for  the,  but 
for  hym ;  take  the  benygnyte,  and  yeld  charite."  IT  The  voice  of 
the  thretyng  is,  whan  fire  seith,  *'  thou  hast  take  solace  of  me  agayn 
cold,  and  mete  thou  hast  resceived  by  me ;  and  but  thou  serve  thi 

»  I,M6. 
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a-jenste  thin  hete ;  and  bat  fan  serve  wel  ^y  creatui',  of  me  fon 

slialte  be  draynte/*     And!  belle  sballe  sey,  ^*  of  me^  J)ow  sbalt  be 

swolowed."     but  the  wreccbe,  when)  he  herithe  ail  thea  yoys  in  his 

herte,  woUe  ^  ^not  amende  his  lyf,  &  wol  but^  in  al  that  he  may,  ale 

the  childe,  by  costome  of  synfulle  werkes.     But  the  knyght,  that 

openithe  the  lettens,  buthe  they  that  writithe  ]>e  vij.  werkes  of 

m^rcye  to  holy  chirche,  that  the  dowter,  eciL  ])e  soole,  y-wasshe  by 

confession),  be  yeveD)  in  matrimonye  to  the  childe  Criste,  ])e  whiche 

he  desirithe  euermox^  to  wedde ;  &  so  he  ledith  [her  to]  the  Empire^ 

of  hevene,  &c. 

*  of  me  of  me^  MS.        *  &  wolle,  MS.        '  leaf  186,  back,  ool.  2. 

*  Emp^roure,  MS. 

[Second  Version.    Addit.  MS,  9066.] 

maker,  I  shaH  brenne  the."  IT  The  erthe  seith,  "  thou  hast  take  thi 
body  of  me,  and  wyne,  and  whete ;  and  but  thou  serve  thi  muker,  of 
me  thou  shalt  be  sweped  in."  helle  seith,  *'  of  me  thou  shalt  be 
swolowed."  But  wrecched  man,  though  he  here  ofte  sithes,  yit  he 
forgeteth  his  lyf,  and  wille  sle  the  child  Ihe^u  [by]  bodely  synn),  in 
that  in  hjm  is.  If  But  the  knyght,  that  opened  the  lettres,  ^  are  the 
vij.  werkes  of  mercy,  the  which  turned  to  god  to  mercy,  and  writteii) 
vnto  the  Empresse,  that  is,  oure  modir  holy  chirch,  that  the  dough tir, 
that  is,  the  soule,  wasshen)  by  confession),  be  gyuene*  in  matrymonye 
to  Ihe<ni  crist,  the  child,  that  desired  to  wedde  her,  and  to  lede  her  to 
the  Empire  of  heveu),  to  wonne'  with  hym  there  aye  in  blisse.  Amen. 

'  leaf  44.  '  begynne,  MS.  '    to  whom  to  wonne,  MS. 


[  XLIX.  ] 

DAMASCENUS  A  WISE  EUFEROUE. 
(of  ingratitude,  and  how  it  was  punished.) 

Damascenus  was  a  wyse  Empcronre  Reiguyng  in  the  cete  of 
Rome;  fe  whiche  ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  fat  yf  Eny  man) 
deliuerid  a  virgine  fro  the  honde  of  hir  Ravisshei*,  it  shulde 
be  in  the  wille  of  him  that  deliuerid  hir  for  to  wedde  hir,  yf  him 
luste;  ne  she  shulde  not  be  weddid  to  noon)  oper  man),  withe 
outen)  graunte  &  assente  of  him  that  had  takyn)  hii'  fro  the  houdes 
of  the  Ravisher.  So  hit  felle  in  a  tyme,  that  ther  was  a  tirauut 
namid  Pompeius,  &  he  hadde  I-Raveshid  a  vii^ne,  and  browte  hir 
into  a  wilde  forest ;  and  whenne  he  had  synned  wtt/t  hir,  he  wolde 
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hare  slajne  hir.  tliei  come  Ridyng  bj  the  forest  a  geutil  knyjt; 
and  whenue  he  harde  the  horible  crie  of  a  womaii),  he  smote  the 
hora  withe  the  sporis,  &  Kode  to  hir.  And  whenne  he  come,  he 
sawe  hir  stond  nakid,  save  hir  smokke ;  and  thenne  he  askid  of  hir, 
"  ert  thow  she  that  cridest  1 "  **  ye,  sir,"  quod  she,  "  for  this  man) 
Haveshid  me,  and  hathe  taken)  from)  me  my  virginitee ;  and  now  he 
wolde  sle  me,  &  he  hathe  thus  nakid  me,  for  to  smyte  of  myn)  hede ; 
and  ferefoi*,  for  the  love  of  god,  helpe  me  I  pray  yowe."  themie 
saide  the  teraunt,  "  sir,  she  lithe,  for  she  is  my  wyfe,  and  I  fonde 
hii'  in  bordeli  withe  ik-nofer  man ;  and  ])er  for  I  wolde  sle  hir  nowe." 
])enn6  saide  the  knyjt,  "  I  trowe  moi^  to  the  woman)  panne  to  the, 
for  I  se  opyn)  signys  in  hir  visage,  that  thow  haste  Kavishid  hir, 
and  Oppressid  hir  withe  mastrie ;  and  fcrefoi^  I^  ^wolle  Fite  for  hir." 
And  so  thei  £03 te  to  gedir,  and  grevousely  thei  wei'  I-woundid,  but 
the  kny3t  had  the  victory,  &  that  o\>er  fledde.  And  thenne  the 
kny3t  spake  to  the  woman),  "  lo  I  woman),  what  I  have  sufferid  for 
the,  and  howe  I  have  savid  the;  wolt  thow  now  be  my  wyfel" 
"  ye  sir,"  quod  shee,  "  that  I  desire  ouer  alle  thinge,  and  Jcrto  I  yeve 
the  my  trewthe."  ]3enne  seide  he,  "  hei*  be  syde  is  my  castelle ;  go 
thedir  a-foi*,  &  a-bide  per,  while  I  go  to  my  frendes  &  kynne,  for  to 
purvey  for  the  bridale  to  be  made ;  for  I  wolle  make  a  grete  fest,  for 
oure  worshipe  and  comfort."  "  sir,"  quod  she,  "  I  shalle  do  as  fow 
biddist."  She  yede  to  his  castelle,  and  per  she  was  worshipfulli 
Resseyvid ;  and  the  kny3t  Rode  a-bowte  to  his  frendes,  for  to  make 
al  thing  redy  perto.  In  the  mene  tyme  pe  tiraunt  Pompeius  come 
to  the  casteH,  &  prayde  hir  for  to  come,  &  speke  withe  him  a  worde 
at  the  yate ;  and  whenne  she  was  comyn),  he  yaf  hir  so  sotil  wordes, 
&  fail'  biheste^,  that  she  lete  him  in,  &  grauntid  to  be  his  wyf. 
Afterward  the  kny3t  come  home,  &  he  fonde  the  yate  of  his  casteH 
stoken.  He  cnockid,  but  vnnej^e  he  myght  have  eny  aunswei' ;  anil 
at  the  laste  pe  woman)  come,  and  askid  whi  he  cnockid  so  ?  And 
]>enne  he  seide,  "  what !  deei'  love,  whi  makest  fow  hit  nowe  so 
straunge  to  me  1  late  me  come  in,  I  pray  fe."  "  Naye  for  sothe," 
quod  she,  "  fou  shalte  not  come  her*  Inne,  for  I  have  hiwi  withe  me 
that  I  lovid  furste,  or  I  knew  the."     "  DameseH,  have  mynde  how 

'  MS.  and  t^^refor  I  and  peretor  I.  '  leaf  187,  col.  1. 
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thow  yafe  to  me  '  i  feithe,  for  to  be  my  wyfe,  and  how  that  I  savid 
the  fro  dethe ;  &  yf  J>ou  wolte  not  sette  by  thi  feithe,  loo  I  hei*  the 
woundes  that  I  suffend  for  the,  and  for  t'  i  love."  A-noon)  he  caste 
of  his  clothis,  and  shewid  to  hir  the  woundis ;  but  she  wolde  not 
loke  on)  him,  but  shutte  fast  the  doi',  and  wolde  no  moi'  speke  withe 
him.  the  kny^t  seenge  the  wionge,  he  yede  to  ]>e  luge,  and  ^er  he 
made  a  grete  compleynte  on)  Pompeye  ])e  ttraunt,  &  on)  the  woman). 
After  that  the  compleynt  was  made,  ]>e  luge  made  hem  bo})e  to 
appei'  arfoi'  him ;  and  what  tyme  thoi  come  afoi^  him,  ])e  kny^t  seide 
to  the  Inge, ''  My  lord,  I  aske  the  benefice  of  [the  law],  ^ye  wit  wel 
that  it  is  law,  }^at  yf  a  man)  deliu^r  enye  virgyne  fro  the  hondes  of 
hir  Rav[i]sher,  it  is  in  the  power'  of  the  deliu^rer  to  have  the  woman 
to  his  wyf  aft^;  and,  sir,  I  have  hei'  deliuerid  a  woman)  in  the 
same  case,  and  ^ereioi^  me  semithe  that  she  shulde  be  my  wyf,  yf 
that  I  wolde  have  hir.  Also,  sir,  I  chalange  hir  for  arno})er  Eesoun) ; 
she  ha]ye  yevin  me  hir  feithe  to  be  my  wyf,  and  ypon)  that  she 
Enterid  io  to  my  casteH,  and  many  Richesses  &  worshipis  she  had 
by  me ;  and  I  have  Redyn)  a-bowte,  to  purveye  for  oure  manage." 
Thenne  saide  the  luge  to  Pompeye,  "Dei^  frende,  thow  knowist 
welle  that  the  kny^te  deliu^d  the  woman)  from)  ^i  wickidnesse,  & 
toke  of  the  grete  woundes  for  hir  love ;  and  her'  by  thow  knowest 
wel  that  she  is  his  wyf,  yf  he  wolle  have  hir.  And  thenne  aftir 
this  saluacion),  ])(m  come  to  his  yate,  [and]  withe  thi  faire  flateringe 
deseyvedist  hir ;  and,  sir,  ^ereioi^  in  this  same  daye  I  shalle  se  the 
honge  in  the  lubet."  &  thanne  seide  ])e  luge  to  the  woman, 
<*  woman),  thow  knowist  welle  how  that  this  man)  savid  the  fro 
dethe,  and  toke  the  awey  fro  thi  Eavisshei',  and  also  thow  yaf  him 
feithe  for  to  be  his  wyfe ;  and  so  by  double  Resone  thow  shuldest 
be  his  wyf,  8ct7.  by  the  lawe,  and  eke  by  the  feithe  that  thow 
madest  to  him.  and  now  aftir  this  kyndnesse,  ]>ou  hast  eonsentid 
to  the  wille  of  thi  Eavisher,  and  lete  him  entre  in  to  the  casteH  of 
the  kny3t ;  and  ])erefoi'  I  deme  the  to  be  hongid  })is  same  day  in  the 
lubet."  And  so  it  was  I-do  in  dede ;  and  al  men)  hilie  commendid 
the  luge,  that  yaf  to  hem  so  lust  &  so  Ritfulle  dome. 

I  leaf  187,  col.  2. 
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HORALITEK. 

DEre  frendis,  ])i8  Empe;*oare  is  the  fadir  of  hevene ;  the  viche 
ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  that  yf  eny  virgine  wei'  ^Ravishid  by 
dedely  synne,  ])enne  he  that  deliumdf  hir  shulde  wedde  hir 
to  wyye.  The  woman),  that  was  Ravishid  and  ladde  into  the  forest, 
is  the  soule  of  man),  ^e  whiche  was  putte  oate  of  Paradys  by  the 
synne  of  Adam,  &  browte  into  the  forest  of  this  worlde,  whei^  [sjhe 
livid  in  grete  wrecchidnesse,  and  [was]  deflowrid  by  the  Eavissh^, 
Bcil.  the  devil  j  and  ferefo^  it  is  wreten,  H  lerem.  iii.  tu  autem 
fomicata  ea  cum  amcUoribna  midtiAf  ])is  is  to  seye,  he  seithe,  **  for 
sothe  thow  hast  do  fomicacion)  withe  many  lovers."  And  thia 
Eavisher,  the  devil,  deflowrithe  not  the  soule  only,  by*  lost  of  blisse, 
but  also  he  wolde  have  slayne  hii'  in  eu^rlastinge  peyne.  &  J^enne 
she  cride  with  an  hie  voyse ;  Qcil.  the  wrecchidnes  and  the  parille  of 
hit  was  herd  witA  the  kny^te  Ihesu  Cnst,  IT  or  elle^  the  crye  was 
made  what  tyme  that  adam,  oore  first  fadir,  cride  for  Oyle  of  mercy , 
&  whenne  pa^iarkis  and  prophete^  cride  for  Eemedye,  seinge,  0! 
domine^  vidta  noa,  0  1  lorde,  come  and  visite  \om  vs,  ^enne  ^e  kny^t, 
%ciL  ThesM  Criste,  come  don)  fro  hevene,  &  heilde  bataille  withe  the 
Ravisher,  sci'Z.  )>e  devil ;  and  thenne  they  two  foate  to-geder,  that 
ey]>6re  of  hem  was  grevously  woundid,  sct7.  Crist  in  his  fleshe,  and 
the  devil  in  his  lordships ;  and  ])erfore  saithe  Isaye,  Fortis  impegit 
in  forteniy  et  umbo  conciderunt^  U  ^is  is  to  seye,  A  stronge  delte  or 
fel  in  vp  on)  an  o^er  strong,  and  bothe  they  fil  doune  to-gedir. 
Aftir  this  the  woman),  sct7.  the  soule,  tooke  baptym),  &  bond  hir 
])ar  to  Criste,  whenne  that  she  saide,  Abrenuneio  Sathane  et  omnt&us 
pompis  eiusy  I  forsake  the  devil,  and  alle  his  pompys ;  also  whenne 
she  seithe,  Credo  in  deum  patrem  omnipotentem,  U  I  trowe  or  I 
beleve  in  god,  fadir  Almyti.  Aftir  that  Criste  ordeynid  for  hir 
bridale,  scil,  J)e  vij.  8acramentc»  of  holi  chircK,  of  whiche  he  ordeynid 
a  stronge  castelle  a-yenste  the  deville  and  al  enmyes ;  and  )»eii)  he 
badde  the  soule  holde  hir  in  the  vertue  of  that  castille,  tylle  tyme 
that  he  yede  a-boute,  to  ordeyne  for  the  bridale,  acil,  crist,  )>e 
dowtiest  knyjt,  ascendid  vppe  in  to  hevene  in  the  day  of  ascencion\ 
and  ther  he  ordeynid  for  vs  a  dwelling  place  in  euerlastynge  *ioye, 
that  we  myjte  be  -with  him,  aftir  the  daye  of  dome,  in  loye.  But 
*  leaf  187,  back,  ool.  1.        '  bot,  MS.        '  leaf  187,  back,  col.  2. 
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in  the  mene  tyme  comythe  the  Ravissher,  wdl,  ]»e  deveL  &  he  wttA 
his  Fotil  cautellis  &  falshedes  blindithe  &  disseyuithe  ]>e  soule,  and 
defoulithe  hit  by  synne ;  andf  so  he  Entrithe  the  castelle  of  ])in)  herte. 
AnrI  ^nne  comithe  to  the  yate  the  kny^t,  scaV.  crist ;  aa  the  Gospelle 
niakithe  mencioii),  U  Ecce  sto  ad  hostiumy  ^  ptdso  ;  siquis  appertterit 
inichi,  tniroibo  ad  eum,  S^  cenabo  cum  illoy  this  is  to  seye,  loo  !  I 
stonde  at  J)e  dore,  &  cnocke ;  who  so  enere  opyn)  to  me,  I  shaUe 
enter  to  him,  anc)  I  shalle  suppe  withe  him,  but  whei'  as  the  devil 
isy  he  may  not  entre,  ne  the  wrecchidf  man  wolle  not  opne  to  crysty 
by  doyng  of  penannce ;  an<l  Crist  seinge  that,  castithe  of  his  dothis, 
an()  spoy lithe  him  naked,  &  shewitKe  to  the  his  wonndes,  that  he 
sofferid  for  the,  for  to  make  a  man  to  have  mynde  what  he  suifrid 
foi^  him.  IT  for  ther  was  on  him  noon)  helthe,  from  the  toppe  of 
bis  hede  vnto  the  sole  of  his  fote;  as  seythe  holye  writ,  0/  vos 
anmes  qui  transUis  per  viam,  aitendite  et  videte,  si  est  dolor  sicut 
dolor  mens,  This  is  to  seye,  0 !  ye  al  that  go)>e  by  the  wey, 
berkenithe  &  seithe,  yf  ther  be  eny  sorowe  as  is  my  sorowe.  And 
yit  for  al  this,  ]>e  wrecchidf  man)  wolle  not  converte  him,  but  ligge 
stille  in  synne;  and  ^erfore  swiche  wolle  be  demed  withe  the 
Bavissher,  Bcil.  wif  ])e  devil,  to  en^lastynge  turmente^.  And 
feretoi^  late  vs  opne  the  yat6«  of  oure  herte^,  by  meritorye  werkes, 
that  Cnste  may  entre  into  oure  herteff,  and  ]^i  we  come  to  the 
blisae^  ]>at  neuer  sh^  mysse.     A^  ^[uod  nosp&rducat  &c 

[L.  ] 
CESAR  AN  EMP^iZOURE. 

(how  a  BON  WHO  WISHED   TO   KILL  HIS   FATHER  WAS  REPROVED.) 

CEsar  was  an  Emparoure  Reignynge  in  the  citee  of  Rome,  j>e 
whiche  weddid  a  faire  semli  damiselle ;  ]>e  whiche  damiselle 
was  the  kynge^  dowter  of  sirie,  and  she  browte  forthe  a  faire 

*  blease,  MS. 


C 
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[  XXX  ] 

Esar  in  the  Citee  of  Rome  reigned,  a  fuH  wise  man,  that  toke^ 
a  Yaire  maiden)  ^  to  wyf",  the  kynges  doughtir  of  Sire,  by  the 
whiche  he  had  a  fulle  faire  childe.  .  IT  The  child,  [whan  he^] 

'  tokens,  MS.  '  right  fayre  mayde.  '  Sujfj>ll^d /row  C. 
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Sonne.  So  wheii)  this  chili)  was  come  to  age,  he  awaytid  *  and  caste 
him,  in  alle  that  en^re  ho  myght,  for  the  dethe  of  his  fadir,  in  so 
muche  ]>at  the  Emperoure  had  grete  marvayle,  and  come  to  the 
Emp^esse,  and  askid  of  hir,  yf  that  eny  man  lay  hi  hir  mo  thanne 
he,  8ct7.  the  Emperour  him  selfe.  And  when  she  harde  thes  wordes, 
she  was  hevy  in  herte,  hy  cause  that  he  had  suche  suspecioD)  to  hir ; 
&  swoi^^  grete  othis,  that  she  was  neuer  comon)  to  no  man)  flesshelye, 
hut  wtt^  him  aloone.  And  thenne  spake  he,  ''^e  was  not  this 
yonge  man  getyn)  by  me  1 "  "  yis,  sir,"  qnod  she,  "  dowtithe  hit 
not,  for  he  is  jour  lawefuUy  bigeten)  sone."  Then)  the  Emp^roui^ 
was  amekid,  and  saide  to  his'sonne,  '^Son,"  quod  he,  '^I  am  thi 
fadir,  and  I  gate  the  into  this  worlde,  and  of  me  ]>ow  come  into  this 
world,  and  hy  wey  of  gen^racion)  J>ou  shalt  be  myn)  heyi^;  and 
^erioi  whi  erte  thowe  a-bowte  my  dethe,  that  have'  norisshed  the 
vp  wzt/i  deynteys,  and,  p^*  dieu,  al  that  is  myn)  is  thyn  1  leef,  sone, 
thi  wickid  purpos,  and  sle  me  not,  for  yf  ])ou  do,  it  is  a  foule  synne 
in  the  syght  of  god,  and  hit  wolle  be  awreke."  IF  ])e  sone  toke 
noon)  hede  to  his  woordes,  hut  Eche  day  moi'  ]>an)  [other]  he  was 
abowte  to  kille  his  fadir.  And  when)  the  fadir  saw  that^  he  yede 
'  leaf  188,  col.  1.  *  in  hir  awor^,  MS.  *  I  have,  MS. 
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was  come  to  a^  lawful!  age,  he  made  sleightes  and  wyles,  how  he 
myght  put  his  Fadir  to  dethe.  the  fadir  mervailed  gretly*  of  the 
sone,  and  went  to  the  Empresse,  and  praied  her  to  telle  hym,  whe^er 
he  were  his  sone,  and  goten)  of  hym.  IF  She  herd  this,  and  was 
gretly  greved,  that  he  asked  suche  a  thyng  of  her.  she  afiermed 
with  an  othe,  that  she  was  never  knowen)  of  none^  other  man  but  of 
hym,  and  that  he  was  his  Fadir,  and  he  is  thi*  lawfuS  sonne. 
IT  The  Emperour  herd  this,  and  mekely  spake  to  his  sone,  and  said, 
"  0 !  good  sone,  I  am  thi  Fadir,  that  gate  the,  and  [by  me^]  thou 
come  into  this  world,  by  way  of  generacion),  and  thou  shalt  be  myn) 
heire.  why  woldest  thou  sle  mel  and  I  have  norisshed  the,  and 
aH  that  is  myn)  is  thyn).*  I  pray  the,  cease  the  of  thi^  wikkednesse, 
and  sle  me  not,  for  yf  ®  thou  do,  it  is  to  the  a*  grete  synne  afore 
god."  IT  The  sone  toke  [no^®]  hede  to  his  Fadirs  saiyng,  but  fro  day 
to  day  his  malice  encreased ;  and  strengthed  hym  att  way  to  sle  his 
fadir.     IT  Whan  the  Fadir  sawe  this,  he  went  into  a  deserte  phice, 

^  Om,         'grete.         ^  Om.        *  Om,        ^  Supplied  from  0. 
•  thyntf  is  myn^,  MS.        '  this.        •  and  if.        '  Om,        '**  Sitpplird/r<m  C. 
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into  deserte,  &  toke  his  sone  withe  him,  and!  a  sweide  \  and  when 
he  was  ther,  he  saide  to  his  sone,  "  sone,  sle  me  hei',  for  hei'  is  a 
preyj  place^  and  ^erefoi'  it  is  welle  the  lesse  synne,  &  lease  shame 
to  the,  ]Minne  yf  hit  wei*  in  an  opyn)  place."  whenne  the  sone 
hard  thes  woxdes,  he  cast  a-wey  the  swerde  firom)  him,  &  knelid 
adowne  a-fore  him,  and  mekly  askid  m^rcy,  for  he  saide  that  he 
had  trespassid  vnto  him, — "&  ^ere  foi',  fadii,  dothe  to  me  fro 
hennys  forjieward  as  ]>e  likithe."  the  fadir  withe  a  grete  gladnesse 
kiste  him;  and  aftir  him  Begnid  the  sone,  that  mekly  askid 
mercye. 

MORALITBE. 

DEre  frendes,  ]ns  Emperonre  is  onre  lorde  JhetroL  Criste;  The 
sone  is  ec&  Cristin  man;  The  Emperesse  is  holye  ohrrche. 
But  ofte  tyme  ]>e  sone,  setZ.  ^e  Gristyn)  man),  is  froward,  & 
contrarye  to  the  wille  of  god,  for  he  obeythe  not  to  his  comaande- 
mente«.  ]>enne  Criste  askithe  of  holye  chirche,  whe])6r  he  be  his 
Bone  or  no;  and  holy  chirche  seithe,  "Ye,  lord,  for  of  me  he 
Beseyyid  baptime,  and  ^ere  for'  he  is  thy  sone,"    and  ^erfoi'  Criiste 

*  leaf  188,  ool.  2. 
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and  ledde  with  hym  his  sone,  beryng  a  swerd  in  his  bond ;  and  toke 
it  to  his  sone,  and  said,  "  My  sone,  slee  me  here,  for  here  is  a  prive 
place,  and  lesse  sclaundre  shatt  be  to  the  here  to  slee  me,  than  in 
other ^  place."  ^  The  sone  herd  this,  and  anon)  cast  the  swerd  from 
hym ;  and  kneled  before  his  fadir  mekely  I-noughe,  and  asked  hym  ' 
mercy,  Saiyng,  to  ^hym,  "  have  mercy  on  me,^  for  I  have  synned, 
and  do  to  me  from  hens  forward  as  it  Hketk  the."  f  Anon)  the 
Fadir  kissed  hym,  and  was  right  glad ;  and  lad  hym  wil£  hym  to^ 
his  paleys.  and  aftir  the  dethe  of  the  fadir,  the  sone  reigned ;  and 
80  in  pease  ^and  rest  he^  ended  his  lyf. 

IT  Deolaraoio.  Dere  Erendes,  this  Emp^rour  is  onre  lord  JhesvL 
crist ;  The  fadir  ^  is  eche  cristen)  man ;  the  Empresse  is  holy  chirche. 
Bat  ofte  sithes  the  sone,  that  is,  an  eveH  cristene  man,  [is]  froward 
and  contrary  to  god,  for  he  obeyel^  not  the  comaiindement.  he 
asketh  of  holy  chirche  yf  he  be  verrely  his  sone ;  and  holy  chirche 
aonswere^  and  seith,  ''ye,  sir,  of  me  he^  toke  baptyme,  and 
therefore  he  is  his  sone."    f  Grist  by  prelates  and    prechours 

'  another.  *  Om. 

*  his  fader  ''A  I  fader,  have  mercy  on  me,  hare  mei'cy  on  me.        *  home  to. 

*  leaf  44,  back.  •  Om,  '  sone,  MS.  •  ye,  MS, 
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Enformithe  vs,  and  oounseilithe  ys,  by  pr^latis  and  prachoYrs,  to 
leve  oure  folijs  and  synnys,  and  that  we  be  not  contrarye  to  his 
werkes;  and  he  spekithe  to  vs,  seyng  thus,  Eeuertere,  Reuertere, 
sunamitis,  et  ego  suseipiam}  te,  This  is  to  sey,  be  thow  tomid,  be 
thow  tomid  to  me,  thow  synfulle  sonle,  and  I  shalle  yndarfooge 
the.  but  the  synner  woUe  not  be  bowid  by  worde,  ne  be  betynge*-; 
&  'perefoif  Criste  bryngithe  him  in  to  a  deserte  place  of  this  worlde, 
and  bryngithe  yritk  him  the  swerde  of  devine  Rightwysneese,  scil 
]>at  he  deye  for  synne  that  is  done ;  for  yf  synne  hadde  not  ben), 
de)>e  had  neu^  ben).  Also  )>e  fadir  had  a  swerde  of  powei',  by  the 
which  J)e  Sonne  of  god  deyde ;  &  Jjerfoi*  hit  is  wretyn)  thus,  f  Non 
Tiaheres  potestatem  super  me  vllam,  nisi  Esset  tihi  datum  desuper, 
J)ow  sholdest  have  no  power*  vppon)  me,  but  yf  it  wer*  yeven)  the 
from)  above.  0 1  lorde,  that  ther  buj  manye  that  dothe  Crist 
ayene  vpon)  the  crosse  I  And  fere  foi*  do  as  dude  the  sonne  of  the 
Emperour*,  cast  from)  the  Je  swerde  of  wickidnesse,  and  bowe  the 
by  penaunce  byfoi*  god;  and  thenne  thow  shalt  fynde  Bemedye, 
grace,  and  loye,  and  the  kyngdom  of  hevin  af  tir  ^i  decesse.   Amen  I 

'  sasBipiam,  MS. 
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enf ormetK  vs,  that  we  shuld  leve  synne,  and  that  we  be  not  oontrarie 
to  his  preceptes ;  but  he  speketh  to  vs,  and  seith,  tume  to  me,  thou 
synnef uH  wrecche,  and  I  shaH  take  the.  but  the  synf  ufi  man  wille 
not  bow,  for  wordes  ne  for  betynges;  If  wherfore  our  lord  Ihe^ 
ledeth  hym  in  to  deserte,  that  is,  for  his  synne  Adam,  the  first  Fadir, 
was  take  out  of  paradice  in  to  deserte  of  this  world,  and  bare  with 
hym  the  swerd  of  goddes  rightwisenesse,  that  is,  that  he  shold  dye 
for  synne  that  he  had  done ;  for  yf  synne  had  not  be  done,  dethe 
phold  not  have  ben).  Kow  hathe  the  sono  the  swerd  of  power,  by 
the  whiehe  the  sone  of  god  shuld  dye ;  as  it  is  written),  thou  sbuli 
not  have  power  in  me,  but  yf  it  were  yeven  to  the  fro  above.  IT  0 1 
how  many  are  yit  that  crucifien)  crist  by  her  synne  1  f  Do  )w?u 
therfore  as  the  Emperours  sone  did;  Cast  fro  the  the  swerd  of 
wikkednesse,  and  kuele,  that  is,  meke  the,  in  the  way  of  penaunce, 
and  afore  god,  thou  shalt  fynde  grace ;  and  so  in  pease  thou  shalt 
ende  thi  lyf,  and  purchace  the  everlastyng  kyngdome  of  heven. 
to  the  whiehe  bryng  vs  he,  that  for  oure  synne  dyed  on  the  roode  1 
Amen. 
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[LI.] 
FREUDERICUS  A  WISE  ISMFHROUR. 
(how  a  wipe  was  consoled  fob  the  absence  of  her  husband.) 
1  I  ^Eeudericns  was  a  Emperoure  Eegnyng  in  the  citee  of  Home, 
r1  ]>6  whiche  was  longe  with  oute  wyf  and  childe ;  but  at  the 
JL  lasts,  at  counseil  of  lordes  and  of  wyae  men,  he  weddid  a 
faiie  damiselle,  Ss  dwelte  with  hir  in  an  vnknowen  contree,  and  gete 
of  hir  a  childe.  Afiir  that^  he  wolde  have  comyn  to  his  Empyre, 
but  he  myght  not  have  gete  leve  of  hir  tber  to,  but  eu^  she  wolde 
sej,  that  yf  he  yede,  she  wolde  sle  hir  selve.  And  whanne  the 
Emparour  harde  this,  he  studied  muche,  how  that  he  myght  beste 
goo,  and  passe  from)  Mr,  wtt^  hir  goods  wiUe.  he  gate  payntour?, 
&  he  made  to  be  paynte  ou^  hir  hede  ij,  faif  Images ;  and  in  the 
fioonte  of  ej^ere  Image  was  I-sette  a  myrot/r,  in  the  whiche  she 
myght  euery  day  biholde ;  &  so  she  dude,  &  had  so  grete  delectaciou), 
that  she  foi^at  ])e  fervente  desire  that  she  hadde  in  hir  lorde  the 
•Emperowr.  whenne  the  Emperoure  sawe  this,  he  yede  his  weye ; 
and  aftir  his  going,  a  damesel,  that  was  the  ladies  sarvaunt,  yede 
preveliy  and  made  foule  the  glas,  in  so  muche  that  the  lady  3ede 

*  leaf  188,  back,  col.  1. 
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FReudericus  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Bome,  that  longe  was 
withoute  a  wyf  and  child.  Atte*  last,  by  counsaile  of  his 
wise  men,  he  wedded  a  right  faire  maideu)^  of  ferre  countre, 
and  with  her  abode  in  that  countre  ynknowen) ;  and  on  her  begate^ 
children),  f  Aftir  that,  he  wold  go  to  his  Empire,  but  of  her  he 
myght  gete  no  leve ;  For^  she  said,  yf  he  went  fro  her,  she  shold^ 
alee  her  self.  IT  whan  the  Emperour  herd  this,  he  douted  gretly,* 
and  studied  how  he  myght  go  fro  her  ^with  her^  wille.  IT  he  hired 
his^  payntours,  and  made  hem  paynt  over®  his  [beddys^^]  hede  ij\ 
faire  ymages,  and  in  the  forhede  of  eche  ymage  was  put  a  glasse, 
^in  file  whiche  his  wyf  myght  every  day  loke,  and  have  delite. 
wherfore  the  woman  had  so  grete  delite  in  beholdyng  of  hem,  that 
she  foigate  the  love  of  her  husbond.  If  whan  the  Emperour 
perseived  that^  he  wente  from  her.  But  whan  he  was  ^gone  from 
her,*2  there  come  a  maiden)  ^^  prively,  and  defouled  the  myrrour,^*  in  so 

'  At  the.        *  mayde.        '  gate.        *  and.        *  wolde. 
*  Om,        "^  Om.        •  hym.        •  on.        "  Supplied  from  C.        "  leaf  45. 
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aftir  the  lorde ;  and  whenne  she  had  f ounde  him,  she  hiowte  [him] 
JtjeD)  wttA  hir.  and  thenne  the  Emperour  made  muche  sorowe  in 
herte  for  that  cas,  and  studiyd  ^refoi^  bj  what  weye,  in  al  that  he 
myght,  how  that  he  myght  passe  fro^  hir  ayena  he  purreyde  him 
of  a  passing  f  aire  gurdil,  sette  aboute  withe  presions  stonis,  and  in 
the  stonys  he  made  thes  wordes  to  be  wreten,  '^  yf  hope  wei*  not,  hert 
shnlde  broke."  And  he  yafe  ]>is  gurdil  to  his  wyf,  and  she  toke  hit 
Keuerentlye ;  &  she  sette  so  moche  herte  in  faimesse  of  the  gyrdille, 
that  she  for  yate  the  love  of  hir  husbonde.  whenne  the  Emperoure 
saw  this,  he  yede  pnVely  fro  ^  hir  to  his  oontie,  &  }e  wyf  folowid 
not  aftir  him,  for  as  ofte  as  she  was  I-temptid  to  go  aftir  him,  as 
ofte  she  yede,  and  lokyd  on)  the  gyrdil,  and  she  Bedde  on  the 
scriptui',  seing,  yf  hope  wei'  not,  herte  sholde  tobreke.  She  thowte 
per  with  to  hir  selfe,  "  yit  I  tnste  to  ^  see  my  husbonde,  withe  glorie 
&  comforte."  &  thus  she  livid,  yndir  stedfaste  hope  &  trist,  by 
many  dayes  aftir. 

MOBALITBB. 

DEre  Frendes,  this  Emperoure  may  be  callid  eche  goode 
Gristen)  man),  ^e  whiche  owithe  to  be  Emp^our  of  him  selfe; 
and  so  he  owithe  first  &  fur]>6nnost  and  principalli,  to.  take 
*  for,  MS.  '  for,  MS.  '  leaf  188,  back,  col.  2. 
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meketi:^  that  the  wyf  ali  thynges  left,  and  wente  aftir  her  huslxuK); 
and'  whan  she  found  hym,  she  lad  hym  wit&  her  agayn).  IT  Than 
the  Empe9'our  sorowed  gretly;  neverthelesse  he  studied  by  what 
wey  he  myght  go  from  her.  H  he  ordeyned  a'  faire  girdeH,  and 
araied  it  with  precioud  stones ;  and  in  every  stone  he  did  write  this 
reason),  IT  "  were  not  hope  stedfagt,  hert  ofte  tfithe  shold  breet."  *  this 
gurdeH  he  gaf  to  hys  wyf,  and  she  gladly  resceived  it ;  and^  of  the 
gurdeti  she  had  so  moche  delite,  that  she  for-gate  ail'  the  love  of  her 
hnsbond.  [Whan  the  Emperour  saw  that,  priuely  he  went  to  his 
coutre.  And  his  wyfe  folowed  neuer  after ;  but  as  she  was  in  wylle 
to  go  after  hire  husband,*]  so  ofte  sithes^  she  loked  on  the  gurdeH, 
and  red  the  scripture,  "  were  not  hope  etedfaat,  hert  ofte  si  the  shold 
brest."  ^  Than  she  thought,  "yit  I  hope  to  se  my  husbonde  witfi 
myrthe."  and  so  she  lived  longe,  and  ended  her  lyf  in  pease. 
V  Deolaraoio.     My  swete  frendes,^  this  Emperour  may  be  said 

*  myohe.  •  Om,  •  hym  a.  *  breke.  •  Om, 

•  Supplied  fiwn  C.  '  Om,  •  frende,  MS. 
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the  wey  toward  hia  owne  contie,  &  fereio  manfalli  to  laboure. 
yrhai  is  oontree  1  Certenly  the  kyngdome  of  hevene,  wonne  by  the 
paasiooi])  of  crist.  And  wher  foi*  owe  we  to  laboure  ^ereforel 
Certenlye  to  that  entente^  that  we  mowe  have  fere  by  helpe  of 
soule;  as  is  seide  in  the  psalme,  ScUuum  me  /oc,  deus  ^oniam 
intraverunt  aque  vique  ad  animam  meam^  This  is  to  seye,  lorde, 
make  me  saffe,  for  waters,  ecU.  perilis  of  synnys,  have  enterid  to  my 
sovle.  the  wyf  is  the  fleshe,  that  ofte  tyme  holdi^e  the  soule  in  his 
dilectaciouns,  for  the  whiche  he  may  not  come  to  the  euerlastyng 
Ijf ;  For  wher  is  his  conuersacion)  but  in  the  Empire  of  hevene) 
-why  thenne  woUe  not  the  fleshy  lete  him  passe  to  that  muiy 
contree  1  For  the  fleshe  is  naturely  aryenste  the  sprite.  Do  perfoi^ 
as  dud  the  Emperoure ;  hnji^  payntot/rs,  bcU.  men  of  holy  chirche, 
that  conne  paynte  in  the  hede  of  thin  herte  two  ymages,  sciL 
contrucion),  &  confession),  so  that  eyfere  of  hem  have  a  wel 
1-polishid  glasse,  sct7.  a  consiens  and  perseveraunce,  the  whicK 
perseueraunce  amonge  alle  ofer  vertues  is  I-crownid.  &  yf  thow 
be-holde  welle  thes,  fon  shalt  foi^ite  the  wey  of  inpediment,  and 
thow  shalt  ^  late  ]u  soule  passe  &ely.  but  alias  I  for  ofte  tyme  while 
fat  ^  soule  ly^e  in  ^e  way  of  penaunce  toward  hevene,  fere  comythe 

*  shat,  MS. 
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every  good  cristen  man,  that  oweth  to  be  Emperour  of  hym  self* ; 
if  wherfore  pryncipally  and  before  all  thyng  he  oweth  to  take  a  way 
toward  his  owne  countre,  and  therfore  namly  for  to  travaile. 
if  Whiche  is  our  countre  1  for  sothe  the  kyngdome  of  heven,  the 
whiche  is  goten)  to  vs  by  cristes  passion),  and  whi  owe  we  to 
travaile  to  that )  forsothe  that  we  may  have  endlesse  helthe.  IT  The 
wyf  is  the  wrecched  fles^,  that  ofte  sithe  beholdeth  the  soule  in 
many  delectacions,  for  the  whiche  the  soule  may  not  passe  to 
eveilastyng  lyf,  where  is  conversaeioh)  and  everlastyng  Empire, 
and  why  wille  not  the  flessh  leve  1  for  sothe  for  the  flessh  desireth 
ayenst  the  soule.  f  Do  thou  therforo  as  the  Emperour  did ;  heire 
payntours,  that  is,  men  of  holy  chircli,  that  can  paynte  in  the  hede 
of  thyn)  hert  ij.  ymages,  that  is^  oontriccion)  and  confession),  so  that 
eche  ymage  have  a  myrrour  put  in  the  face,  that  is,  a  naked  conscience 
and  perseveraunce ;  for  perseveraunce  alone  in  good  livyng  amonge 
aH  vertues  is  crowned,  for  sothe  yf  thou  behold  wele  in  thise 
myrrours,  lightly  thou  shalt  for-yete  the  way  of  Impedyment  and 
lettyng,  And  so  thou  shalt  sufire  thi  soule  frely  to  passe.   %  But  alias 
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a  aeryaxmtf  ecU,  a  shiewde  or  a  froward  wil,  or  a  flesbli  delectacioni), 

that  makith  foule  the  consienns  and  the  perseueracioii),  so  that  ^ 

aoule  may  not  ^Se  god,  ne  his  owne  peiili    Do  thei  foi'  as  dade  the 

Emperour ;  yif  hir  a  GurdiHy  set?,  charite,  with  presious  ston js,  act?. 

lownesse  &  chastite ;  and!  ofte  tyme  redde  the  superscripcioun),  sctZ. 

but  yf  hope  wei',  herte  shnlde  breste.     This  hope  owithe  to  be 

Kedressid  vnto  god,  f&t  yf  ^owe  do  penaunce,  thow  shalt  come  to  )>e 

lyf  that  eu^rmoi'  lastithe ;  and  ^erefoi'  seithe  the  Apostle,  /^?e  salui 

facti  sumuSf  This  is  to  seye,  J^orow  hope  we  bethe  I-made  safe.  And 

yf  we  do  so,  wttA  oute  dowte  we  sholle  come  to  the  Eu6»-lastinge  lyf, 

bothe  in  fleshe  &  in  soule,  aftir  the  laste  dome*    god  grannte  tb  J^at 

for  his  mercy  t    Amen. 

*  leaf  189,  ool.  1. 

[JSecand  Veraioru    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

for  sorow!  for  ofte  sithes  while  the  soule  lietH  in  the  way  of 
penaunce  toward  heven),  comets  the  servaunt,  that  is,  foryetefoli 
wille,  ^  or  fiesshly  delectacion),  and  defoule^  the  m3rrroais,  that  is, 
conscience  and  perseveraunce,  as  ofte  as  it  liet&  in  dedely  synne,  so 
that  the  soule  may  not  se  god,  ne  the  perile  of  it  self.  IT  Do  thou 
therfore  as  the  Emperour  did ;  yeve  her  a  gerdeH,  that  is,  charite^ 
wil£  precious  stones,  that  is,  mekenesse  and  chastite ;  and  rede  ofte 
the  scripture,  that  is,  IT  Were  not  hope  etedfast,  hert  ofte  sithes  wol^ 
hrest,  IT  Hope  shold  aH  way  be  had  in  thi  kynde  to  god,  for  yf 
I  do  penaunce  here,  my  hope  is  to  have  ever  lastyng  lyf ;  and  that 
is,  that  the  apposteH  sait£,  IT  By  faithe  we  are  made  sauf .  and  yf 
we  do  so,  with  out  doute  aftir  the  day  of  dome,  the.  hert  with  the 
soule  shaH  ioye  in  ever  lastyng  lyf.  to  the  whiche  brynge  vs  Ihesu 
cristi     Amen.  «  leaf  46,  back. 

[  MI.  ] 
PROTHEUS  WAS  AN  EMP^iZOURE. 

(of  a  son  who  left  his  mother  in  order  to  rescue  his 

father  from  captivity.) 

PEotheus  Eeignid  an  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Rome ;  and  he 
ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  that  childerin)  shulde  sustene  hei'  fad  ens 
in  al  maner  of  Nede,  seil  yf  that  theye  wei*  of  power*  there  to, 
or  Richei'  ]?aD)  hir  faderis.  Fel  cas,  that  ther  was  a  kny^t  namid 
andronict/d,  and  he  had  a  faire  gentil  woman)  to  wyf,  fe  whiche  con- 
seyuid  of  him,  &  bare  him  a  sonue.     Tlie  childe  throfe,  and  wel  was 
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I-lovid  a-monge  al  men),  for  lie  was  gracious  in  beholdinge.  Hit 
liappi()y  the  kny3t  went  on)  pilgnmage,  and!  f elle  amonge  thevis ;  and 
yer  he  was  cruely  taken,  &  bounde ;  andf  thenne  he  wepte,  &  saide, 
**  alas !  for  what  shaUe  I  nowe  do,  for  nowe  I  am  presonyd  in  a  derke 
presoime,  a-monge  stnmng^res."  And  as  he  was  in  making  of  his 
lamentacion),  ther  come  to  him  a  wyse  man,  and  saide,  '^dei'  frende, 
hast  thowe  not  at  home  no  wyf,  nor  childe  1 ''  '*  yis,  sir,'*  quod  he, 
"  I  have  a  wyf,  &  oo  childe."  "  sof  ely,"  seide  that  oper,  "  thenne  I 
counsaille  the,  that  thow  write  to  thi  wyf,  &  to  thi  childe,  for  thy 
Eedempcion),  seing  that  the  law  of  the  Emperour  is  swiche,  that  the 
childerin)  owithe  to  sustene  and  Eeleve  hir  faderis,  in  hir  grete  nedes; 
and  pereM  sey  to  thi*  childe,  that  sithen  he  is  thi  childe,  that  he 
nowe  helpe  the ;  and  saye  to  thi  wyf,  that  she  socoure  the  in  thi 
wiecchidnes,  sithe  ye  bethe  bothe  oo  fleshe."  the  knyjt  wrote 
lettens  in  this  forme  to  the  wyfe,  &  to  the  sone ;  and  whenne  the 
wyf  hadde  sen)  the  lettens,  she  wepte  so  soi',  that  she  was  blynde  for 
weping.  And  the  sone  in  the  same  maner  made  sorowe  ^  as  muche 
as  he  myght  bei*^  &  saide  to  his  moder,  "  A  !  dei'  moder,  now  is  woo 
to  yow  I-nowe;  neuer  the  les  I  wolle  go,  and  deliuer  my  fadir.'* 
"  Nay,"  quod  the  moder,  "  thow  shall  not  go,  for  thow  art  my  loye, 
Sc  my  solas ;  and  yf  thow  leve  me  be  my  self,  hit  wolle  be  cause  of 
my  dethe.  And  also  hit  may  happin  withe  the  by  the  way,  as  hit 
is  withe  thi  f adre ;  &  so  hit  shulde  be  to  me  doble  confucion)  & 
woo.  [Thow]  hadde  lever,"  quod  she,  "deliuer  thi  fadir  out  of 
presoime,  than)  to  uorishe  me  &  helpe  me  in  my  nedes,  Sithen  I 
have  norishid  fe  fro  ))e  begjmnyng  of  thi  birthe ;  and  ferfor  )>ow 
shalt  abide  at  home  with  me,  for  yf  thowe  go,  I  am  but  dede.  & 
knowist  thow  not  welle,  that  yf  eny  thinge  be  yevin)  to  two  simplely, 
and  that  on)  be  take  or  dede,  al  is  in  the  powi*  of  him  or  hii^  that  is 
present  1"  thenne  saide  he,  "modir,  I  hei*  thi  wordes  welle." 
)>enne  saide  she,  "thowe  wot*  wel,  &  specialli  I  wote  hit  welle, 
that  thow  arte  his  sonne  and  myn)  eke,  for  out  of  my  wombe  ])ou 
passediste.  I^ow  pin  fadir  is  absent,  &  I  am)  present;  ]>enne  I 
conclude  by  goode  probacion),  that  )>ow  owist  not  to  go  from)  me  to 
thi  fadir."     Thenne  spake  pe  sone,  and  saide,  "  A  !  ^ei'  modir,  thow 

*  leaf  189,  col.  2.  «  wolt,  MS. 
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I  be  thi  Sonne,  yit  my  fa^ir  Ib  cause  of  my  generacioii)  in  principaH, 
as  thow  erte  of  my  conseyringe ;  &  my  &dir  yede  in  pilgrimage^  and 
thow  dwellist  at  home,  now  he  is  takyn),  &  made  soget  to  his 
EnmyeSy  &  pan  art  free ;  So  he  dwelHthe^  amonge  his  EnmyeSy  an  J 
thowe  a  monge  thi  frendes ;  he  liggithe  strongli  I-bonnde^  and  thow 
ert  loa  And  neuertheles  thow  erte  blynde,  and  he  hathe  no  light 
but  cheynis,  and  woundes,  &  wiecchidnesses ;  and  so^y  pere  fox'  I 
woUe  go  to  him,  &  deling  him  oute."  And  so  hit  was  don)  in  dede  ; 
and  al  men)  pere  f  01*  lovid  him,  &  commendid  his  vertuesy  ^at  so 
deliu«rid  his  fadir  firo  barette. 

MORAlilTEE. 

DEie  Frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  fe  Fadir  of  hevene;  that 
ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  that  childeiin  shulde  honour  and 
worshipe  hir  Fadeiis  &  hir  modeiis,  and  sostene  hem.  bat 
who  is  thi  fadir,  and  whoo  is  thi  moderl  Cezteinly  Crist  is  oui' 
fadei*.  For  he  hathe  to  vs  a  fadirlye  a£feccion),  and  not  'a  modirly ; 
For  ye  knowe  welle,  fai  yf  a  childe  forfete  or  Trespasse,  pe  fadir 
wolle  stemely  Eepreve  him,  bete  him  &  scorge  him,  but  the  modir 
tretithe  Mm  lijtly  and  sweUye.  and  so  Criste  wolle  suf&e  vs  to  be 
turmentid,  angrid,  &  bete  for  oure  defavtis,  as  onre  princip&fi  fadir ; 
&  pere  foi'  hit  is  seyde  in  Deuto.  Nuncquid  non  tpse  eat  pater  tuus, 
qui  possedit  te,  ^  feeit^  ^  creauit  te  f  This  is  to  seye,  Whejyere  is 
not  he  thi  fadir,  that  owithe  )ye,  &  made  the,  &  ahope  thef  %ciL 
Crist,  the  punysshei'.  Bute  thy  modir  is  ^  worlde,  that  bihotithe 
to  the  swetneaee  &  dilectabilites.  Kow  oure  fader  yede  a  pilgrimage, 
as  is  mencion)  made  in  )>e  Ps.  Extraneus  Faetus  sum  fnirUnu  meis^ 
This  is  to  seye,  I  am)  made  a  straunger  to  my  bretherin.  Now  Criste 
is  I-bounde,  scorgid,  and  crossid,  and  not  in  him  selfe,  but  in  his 
membris;  and  perefon  seithe  the  Apostle,  Ad  hebreos,  QuieunqnQ 
est  in  mortali  peccato^  iacet  in  Carcere  diabolic  This  is  to  seye,  Who 
so  euer  be  in  dedely  synne,  he  is  in  presone  of  the  deviL  and  ^ere- 
fore  oure  fadir  wolde,  that  we  shuld  goo,  and  by  the  thraldom)^  sc»?. 
by  doinge  of  the  vij.  werkis  of  mercy,  also  go  and  preche,  &  shew  ^ 
kyngdom)  of  god.     and  )>erby  thow  may  become  the  chUde  of  crist6| 

■  dwellid^  MS.  '  leaf  189,  back,  col.  1. 
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for  who  80  ener  prechitbe  fractuoTslye  the  woide  of  go&,  he  winithe 
fe  fadir,  and  biyi^  crist ;  for  he  seithe,  Quod  vnt  ex  mimmia  mets 
fecistisy  michi  fecisftSf  This  is  to  seye,  ))at  ye  (lo]>  to  )ye  leste  of  myne> 
ye  dothe  to  me.  but  the  modir,  bcU,  fe  woilde,  letithe  not  a  man) 
folowe  crist  in  pou^rte,  &  in  ofer  gode  werkes ;  but  he  seithe  to 
man),  "I  may  not  live,  yf  that  thow  chese,  and  go  ye  weye  of 
penaance,  &  f«»lowe  criste,  that  was  poi'."  And  this  mod^  is 
blynde,  an($  makithe  opere  blynde  also;  and  seithe  Eche  day  to 
meD), ''  Come  to  me,  I  am  present  to  the ;  &  late  vs  vse  goodis,  & 
strengithe,  &  fairbed."  but,  dere  fiend,  yf  that  thow  be  a  goode 
kynde  childe  to  god,  thow  wolte  aynswei^  ^us,  **  the  fyrste  partie  is 
but  of  the  fadir,  &  the  secounde  of  the  modir ;  the  soule  is  hi3t  to 
god,  &  the  body  to  the  worlde,  scU,  Erthe.  &  perfoj^  do  not  aftir 
the  worlde,  ne  abide  not  age,  vnpower,  or  blyndnesse,  for  the  oblacioh) 
that  thowe  wolde  make  ^enne  is  the  lesse  acceptable  to  god ;  and 
triste  not  to  the  worlde  by  no  wey.  For  thenne  he  wolle  desceyve 
the  as  thin  Enmye,  ^but  go  to  Crist,  and  thenne  thow  shalt  have 
eurdastinge  lyf.    Amen)  I 

[  Lin.  ] 

GORGOKIUS  AN  EMP^^OURE. 
(why  a  fhysioian  would  not  cube  his  btefitother) 

GOrgonius  was  an  Emperoure  Eegnynge  in  the  cite  of  Rome ; 
and  he  had  weddid  to  wyf  a  yonge  gentilwoman),  the 
whiche  conseyuid,  and  browte  forthe  a  faire  sone.  And 
whenne  the  childe  was  in  age  of  xx«  yei',  the  modir  deyid ;  &  he 
weddid  ano])^e  wyf,  that  lovid  not  the  Emperoz/rs  sone,  but  she 
Reprevide  him  moche,  &  shewid  to  him  muche  glowmynge  cher'. 
'V^Tienne  the  Emperowr  saw  that,  he  sent  hia  sonne  out  of  f  e  Empyr*, 
for  presaunce  of  his  wyf ;  and  whenne  the  yonge  man  was  put  oute 
of  the  Empyre,  he  lemid  to  be  a  phisicien),  that  mjrte  be  in  eny 
place.  Aftirward  hit  happid,  that  his  fadir,  bcU.  the  Emperoure, 
fel  sike,  ande  was  ny  dede ;  but  what  tyme  he  harde  telle  that  his 
sone  was  so  good  a  phisicione,^  he  sent  for  him  by  letteris,  that  he 
sbulde  come  withe  oute  delay.  J5e  sonne  willing*  [to]  obey  to  the  fadir, 
he  come  to  him,  and  saw  his  vryne ;  and  thenne  yaf  him  medesync, 
>  leaf  189,  back,  ool.  2.  *  phuione,  MS. 
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whertborowe  he  was  hole.  Aftir  that,  the  wyf  of  the  Emperouie  be 
ganne  to  be  syke,  in  so  muche  that  lechis  had  grete  mystir  of  bir 
lyfe.  Whenne  the  Emperour  hani  that,  he  piaide  his  sonne,  that 
he  sbalde  hele  his  wyfe  of  bir  sikenesse  and  in  finnite ;  and  the  sone 
saide,  ''sertenlye,  I  woUe  not  putte  to  hii  no  medicinis."  ''And 
bnt  thow  do/'  quod  the  fadir,  '<^ou  sbalte  be  exilid  fro  my  com- 
panye."  ))enne  saide  the  sonne,  "  fadir,  yf  thow  do  so  to  me,  fou 
doste  to  me  grete  wronge;  for  fou  knowist  welle^  that  thow  diJ 
putte  me  for^  bir  love  out  of  the  Empii',  wherfo?  myn  absence  was 
cause  of  thin  infirmitee,  and  of  thi  sorow ;  &  thenne,  whenne  I  come 
ayene,  with  a  litle  belpe  J>ou  Receyvidist  hel^e,  so  hylie  cowfortiJ 
^e.  my  presence  was  &  is  cause  of  bir  infirmite,  &  ^erefoie  I  wolle 
not  entermete  me  of  bir,  &  whil  for  I  knowe  welle,  that  the  sy3te 
of  me  wolle  greve  bir,  and  a  lecbe  may  ofte  tyme  be  deceyvid;  also 
and  I  coveite  not)  that  eny  thinge  felle  to  bir  bute  good,  that  she 
putte  ^blame  in  me."  ])enn6  saide  the  fadir,  ''  sone,  she  bathe  the 
same  seknesse  ^at  I  hadde."  "  ye,  what  ^w/'  seide  the  sone, ''  thow 
hit  be  the  same  sekenes,  hit  is  not  the  same  compleccioi]) ;  for  that 
whicbe  I  dude  to  the,  fon  beilde  the  fer  withe  wel  paide,  for  my 
presence,  and  the  comfortable  sygbt,  when)  fan  sawe  me,  ^t  pon 
gate  helthe^ ;  And  )>erfore  it  is  beste  that  she  late  some  lecbe  dele 
wM  bir,  that  she  wolde  triste  in) ;  &  so  she  may  &  sballe  be  hole.'' 

MORALITEB. 

DEre  Frendes,  yia  Emperoure  is  Echon  of  vs  that  have  I-takeo) 
the  wyf  of  Cristindome  in  baptime ;  for  thenne  is  ^e  sonle 
made  pe  spouse  of  Oriste,  of  whome  he  getithe  a  sonne,  soZ. 
Kesoh),  whicbe  is  annexid  to  god.  But  Cbnifftianyte  dei]ye,  when)  a 
man)  lithe  in  synnes,  aftir  the  man)  weddith  anojier,  bcU.  wickidneese, 
as  ofte  as  a  man  is  Kulid  &  gouernid  by  wille,  &  not  by  Besoii). 
And  so  be  livitbe  fleshely,  &  puttithe  awey  Keson),  &  Jyenne  pe  sonle 
is  sike ;  for  the  absens  of  Keson)  is  cause  of  the  sekenes  of  the  soule. 
but  then)  Besone,  whicbe  is  gostlye  medisyne,  is  I-browte  a-yene  by 
the  werkes  of  mercy,  and  of  conscious,  &  so  is  man  I-helid;  ^^ 
that  oper  wyf,  sci7.  frowarde  wille  or  sensualite,  is  syk,  as  ofte  as  the 

*  fro,  M8.  *  leaf  190,  col.  1.  '  helde  K  MS. 
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fleahe  is  putt  downe  by  Fenaunce.  And  \eretot  we  moste  be  ware 
Lowe  that  we  norishe  owi'  [lyf] ;  for  the  lyf  of  man)  is  likenid  nowe 
to  a  floui',  nowe  to  hete  or  warmnes,  and  nowe  to  a  fleinge  shadows, 
and  nowe  to  a  messager  that  Bynnithe  or  Eidithe  afore,  andf  nowe  to 
an  arowe  shote  to  a  marke ;  for  of  al  thes  is  trays  ne  f olowinge  to  and 
[so]  it  is  of  a  man)  aftir  his  dethe.  And  fere  foi'  lat  ys  be  so  busye 
to  amend  oure  lyf,  that  we  mowe  come^  and  take^  &  have  the  loye 
of  hevene.     Amen ! 

[  ^^'  ] 
ONIAS  WAS  AN  EMP^^OURR 

(how  a  seducer  who  had  murdered  his  illeoitihatb  son 

was  punished.) 

ONias  was  an  Emp^roure  in  the  cetee  of  Rome ;  and  he  hadde 
a  faire  doYt^,  ^that  was  muche  like  to  him  selfe,  and  the 
whidi  he  muche  lovid.     So  f er  come  a  kny^t  to  this  damseH, 
named  Cornelius,  and  he  stirid  hir  &  wowid  hir,  in  al  that  he  my3t, 
for  synne  to  be  don) ;  and  soone  this  damiselle,  not  havinge  mynde  of 
pmlis  ^t  myght  falle,  soone  she  consentid.    the  kny3t  deflowrid  hir ; 
and  whenne  he  had  drive  a-weye  the  flowi^  of  hir  viiginitee,  he  lefte 
hir,  and  forsoke  hir.     the  woman)  conse3rnd,  and  browte  forthe  a  faire 
soone,    Anooh)  the  kny^t  took  pe  childe,  &  slowe  hit ;  and  whenne 
the  moder  harde  that,  she  was  hiliche  greuid  in  alle  the  strenges  of 
hir  herte,  and  wrote  to  him,  &  askid  of  him  whi  he  hadde  I-doo 
sache  a  wicked  dede.     the  kny3t  hadde  noon)  Ezcusacion),  ne  wolde 
not  lowe  him  selfe.    whenne  the  Emperoure  harde  hei'of,  he  hadde 
gret  dispite,  &  was  wrothe  to  him ;  &  soone  he  made  to  be  cride  a 
gen^ratt  tomement.    And  in  the  day  of  the  tomement  fer  were  sette 
by  the  Emp^roure  i\].  or  ii^'.  knyjt^  of  oo  partye,  and  as  many  in 
that  o^  syde ;  and  thei  that  wei'  in  the  firste  parte  hadde  I-putte 
sheldes  in  a  certeyne  place  deputte  ^erefoi'.     Whenne  this  was  doon)^ 
Cornelius  the    kny3t,   that   lay  by  the  damisel,  come  with  the 
adn^rsarijs  ayenste  the  Emp^rot/r,  the  whiche  wolde  play,     he  yede 
to  the  sheldes  wher  ]>ei  lay,  and  towchid  on)  of  hem  with  his  spere, 
the  whiche  shelde  p^rteynid  to  a  kny^t  pat  the  Emperoure  moche 

lovid ;  mevinge,  as  is  maner  of  playe,  that  he  that  owte  the  shelde 

'  leaf  190,  ool.  2. 
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sholde  arKise,  &  noon)  o)yir;  and  ^erioi^y  as  coBtom)  was,  a  dene 
viigine  shulde  arme  hmu  And  so  he  yede  to  the  felde,  and  plai<) 
vriih  comely,  In  so  muche  that  Cornelius  was  ^er  grevouslye 
woundid ;  but  he  wan)  the  victory,  &  toke  ^  £mp«rottrB  dowter, 
and  ladde  hir  home  a-yene  to  the  palys. 

MORAUTBB. 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emp^^roure  is  ^  fadir  of  herene ;  The  dowt«r 
is  ^e  soule,  I-made  to  his  ov^ne  similitude ;  Cornelius  is  the 
devil,  that  deseyuid  hir,  &  ^slow  hir  childe,  and  made  al  man- 
kynde  in  subieccion).  Now  god  havi^e  iij.  scochens,  bcU.  [the]  powere, 
the  whiche  is  the  scochon)  of  the  fadir ;  he  hathe  wisdoms,  ]?e  which 
is  )>e  scochon  of  the  sone ;  and  he  hathe  goodnesse,  the  wiche  is  the 
scochon)  of  the  holy  gost  ))es  iij.  sheldes  god  hathe  sette  in  a  place 
ordeynid  \erioi^f  sciL  mankynde,  whenne  that  he  made  him  to  his 
owne  likenesse.  For  the  firste  man)  Adam)  hadde  lordshipe  oner  alie 
the  bestes  of  the  Erthe,  and  ther  is  the  shelde  of  the  fadir,  scil. 
powei' ;  )ye  secottnde  hadde  connyng  &  knowleche  of  al  thiTJtge^  vpOD) 
er))e,  and  ^re  was  the  shelde  of  the  sone,  scU,  wisdome ;  and  ^ 
firste  man)  was  formid  in  grace,  and  love  of  gode  &  of  fe  neyhoure, 
and  fere  was  the  shelde  of  the  holye  goste,  bcU.  grace.  'Sow  ^ 
wickid  sprite,  \fe  devil,  willynge  in  his  wickid  obstinacye  [to]  fite 
a-yenst  god,  he  come,  and  towchid  not  the  shelde  of  the  fadir,  & 
seide  not,  8i  comederitis,  eritis  tieut  dii  potentes,  he  sejde  not,  ye 
shul  be  my3ty  as  godis,  yf  ye  ete  of  hit ;  Ne  he  towchid  not  the 
shelde  of  the  holy  gost,  seiyng,  Eriiis  honi  vd  amanies^  yf  ye  Ete, 
ye  shul  be  good  or  lovyng* ;  but  he  towchid  the  shelde  of  the  sone, 
seiynge,  Si  comederitis,  de  fmciu  illo  entlB  ncut  dii,  acienies  bonum 
et  malum.,  fis  is  to  seye,  yf  ye  ete  of  that  frute,  ye  shalle  be  as  god 
is,  knowinge  goode  &  eviUe.  And  jiere  foi^,  sithe  he  towchid  the 
shelde  of  )w  sone,  )>e  sone,  sa'Z.  Criste,  was  sent  by  the  Empt^rovr, 
his  fadir,  to  fite  withe  the  deviL  &  ^  virgine  ]>at  armid  him  was 
the  virgine  of  virginis,  Bcil.  owre  lady  seint  Marie,  of  the  whiche  he 
toke  armure,  set/,  man  kynde ;  &  pernio  he  faw3t  wit^  the  devil,  & 
hia  membris,  and  vrlih  suffring  of  v.  sore  woundes  he  wan)  the 
victorye  of  hem ;  and  browte  the  damyselle,  ]re  soule  of  Adam,  Tnto 

'  leaf  190,  back,  col.  1. 
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the  palys  of  hevene.     Ad  quod  palaeium  perdiicat  nos  Rex  Regum  ! 
amen. 

[LY.  ] 

CLIPODroS'A  WYSE  EMPJTiXOCTK. 

(how  a  stepmother  who  wished  to  favour  her  own  BON  WAS  FOILBD.) 

Clipodius  was  a  wyse  Empero^r  reignynge  in  the  citee  of  Rome, 
and  his  possession)  was  moche  ;  the  wiche  weddid  the  dowt^r 
of  a  kynge,  callidf  kinge  assireorum,  &  she  was  faire  an() 
glorious  in  ^syght,  and  browte  forthe  a  faire  sone ;  but  she  dide  in 
Mr  childebed.  Andf  aftir  hir  dicese,  J»e  Emperoure  weddicB  anoJ>er 
woman),  and  gate  on)  hir  a  childe ;  and  bothe  childerin  he  sent  to 
fer  contree,  for  to  be  forsterid,  &  browte  vp.  so  in  a  certeyne  tyme, 
the  wyf  of  the  Emperour^  saide  to  him,  "  sir,  my  lorde,  hit  is  x.  yere 
agoon)  sithe  I  bare  a  sone,  &  sawe  him  neuar  sithe  I  bai'  him ;  and 
^fore  I  be-seche  yow,  ])at  ye  sonde  after  him,  that  I  may  see  him, 
&  have  sum  loye  of  my  birthe."  ])enne  saide  the  Emperoure, 
"Dame,  fou  wot  welle,  that  I  gate  arnoJ>cr  sone  of  my  first  wyf,  and 
he  Ib  wit^  him ;  &  ^erfor  yf  we  send  for  the  ton),  the  io\er  must 
come  also."  thenne  saide  she, ''  sir,  I  assente."  ])enne  the  Emperour 
sent  for  hem),  and  thei  come  bothe.  And  whenne  thei  wei'  I-come, 
they  wei*  to  syght  of  alle  men)  faire  and  welle  I-shapin),  wel 
LnoiBshid,  &  welle  I-norturid ;  and  thei  wei'  so  like,  that  vnne]>e 
the  Old  mygM  be  knowen)  from)  the  to]>er  iriHi  eny  man),  but  onlye 
of  the  fadir.  Thenne  saide  the  wyf,  ''  gode  lorde,  telle  me  whiche 
is  my  child,  for  sofely  I  know  not  whefer  of  hem  is  myn)  1"  ])eime 
he  leyde  his  honde  vpon)  ]>e  childe  that  he  hadde  wtt^  the  firste 
wyf,  and  saide,  "lo  I  this  is  thi  sone.''  And  whenne  he  hadde  so 
tolde  hir,  she  lovid  and  pikid,  fedde  and  tawjte  this  childe,  trowing 
that  he  had  be  the  same  that  she  bare ;  &  hilie  dispisid  hir  owne 
sone,  trowinge  that  he  was  hir  stepson),  whenne  the  Emperoure 
sawe  her  gret  vnkyndnes,  that  she  wolde  not  love  bothe  y-like,  he 
said  to  hir,  "  woman,  I  have  deseyvid  the ;  for  that  child  that  thow 
norisshest  so  moche^  is  not  thyne^  ])at  o])ere  is  thi  childe,  that  \ovl 
lovist  not"  What  dude  she  but  lefte  that  childe,  and  was  a  boute, 
in  al  that  she  myjt,  to  plese  that  o})er.     And  whenne  the  Emp6)'oure 

^  leaf  190,  back,  col.  2. 
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saw  tliaty  he  saide  to  hir,  ''  dame,  I  have  yit  deseyvid  the,  for  he  is 
not  thi  sone ;  and  yit  thow  shalt  not  knowe  more  sekymesse  of  me, 
but  I  woUe  that  thow  wite,  that  on)  of  thes  Is  thi  sone,  that  thow 
bare.*'  peii>  she  knelid  downe  vpon)  hii  knees,  and  said,  **  lord,  for 
his  love  that  hinge  ypos)  the  crosse,  do  tel  me  in  certeid  whiche  of 
hem  is  my  sone,  withe  oute  cauiUacioh)."  "  For  sothe,"  quod  the 
Emperom',  "  thou  shalt  not  know,  ynto  the  tyme  that  thei  come  to 
hir  ful  age,  by  cause  that  I  wolle  ]>at  ^ou  love  hem  bothe  Llykei 
For  whenne  I  saide  ^is  was  ^i  childe,  yon  lovedest  al  him,  &  nothing 
^the  oper ;  and  whenne  I  saide  fat  ofer  was  thi  childe,  pou  tendeist  al 
to  him,  and  dispisidist  pat  opere ;  and  ^erefoi*  I  wolle,  that  thow 
love  hem  bo^e  i-lyke^  welle."  and  so  she  dude  indede,  til  tyme  that 
thei  come  to  hir  lawful  age,  and  mannys  degree;  &  thenne  the 
Emperoure  tolde  hir  in  certeyne  whoo  was  hir  childe,  wher  thorow 
she  was  gladde,  and  ful  welle  a-payde  in  herte. 

HOR^UTES. 

Ere  frendes,  this  Emp«roure  is  oure  lorde  Ihe^u  Criste.  Thes 
too  clulderin)  bej^e  chosen)  creatures,  &  wickid  creatotfrs. 
the  mod^  is'  holie  chirche,  ^e  whiche  norshithe  bo^  the 
goode  &  the  eviH ;  For  god  wolle  not  that  hit  be  certeyne  to  holye 
chirche,  who  is  choson),  and  who  is  not ;  For  yf  holye  chirche  knew 
it,  she  wolde  love  on),  &  hate  the  opery  and  thenne  chaiite  shulde  be 
distroyed,  and  meii)  shulde  live  in  discorde.  but  in  the  day  of 
dome  hit  shalle  be  declarid,  who  is  chose,  &  who  is  not  chose ;  and 
^erfoi'  late  vs  do  so  in  this  worlde,  that  we  mowe  be  choson)  vnto 
the  fest  that  euer  is  newed,  and  neu^  wezithe  olde.  Ad  quod  nos 
jpeiduccU  Sex  viuena  in  secxda  /    Amen. 

tLVL] 
POLEMIUS  AN  EMP^^OURE. 

(how  an  BMPEBOR  bequeathed   his  EKPIBB  to  THB  MOST 

SLOTHFUL  OF  HIS   SONS.) 

Olemius  was  an  Emperoure  in  the  cetee  of  Bome^  pe  whiche 
hadde  i\j.  sonnes,  that  he  moche  lovid.  So  as  J^is  Emperoure 
lays  in  a  certeyne  nyght  in  his  bedde,  he  thowte  to  dispose 

1  leaf  192,  col.  1.     [leaf  191  is  oat  of  place,  it  should  follow  leaf  192.] 
'  ylke,  MS.  *  .a.  i.  e.  scilicet,  MS. 
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his  Empii^,  &  he  thoujt  to  yeve  his  kyngdome  to  the  slowest  of  his 
sones.  he  callid  to  him  his  sonnes,  &  saide,  "  he  that  is  the  sloweste 
of  yow,  or  most  slewthe  is  in),  shall  have  my  kyngdom)  aftir  my 
disoese."  "  J3eime  shaH  I  have  hit,"  quod  the  Eldest  sone ;  "  for  I 
am)  so  slowe,  and  swiche  slewthe  is  in  me,  that  me  hadde  leu^r  late 
my  f ote  hrynne  in  the  fyi*,  whenne  I  Sitte  fer  by,  than)  to  wMdrawe, 
&  save  hit"  **  Nay,"  quodf  the  secounde,  "  yit  am  I  moi*  worthi 
thanne  ]k>w  ;  for  yf  case  that  my  necke  wei'  in  a  rope  to  he  hongidf ; 
and  yf  J^at  I  hadde  my  two  hondes  at  ^wille,  and  in  on)  honde  ])e 
£nde  of  ^  Bope,  and  in  that  oper  honde  a  sharpe  swerde,  I  hadde 
levir  dye  ande  be  hongid,  ^an)  I  wolde  styi'  myn)  arme,  and  kitte  the 
Eope^  whereby  I  myte  be  savid."  "  hit  is  I,"  quod  the  thirde,  "that 
shalle  Eegne  aftir  my  syre,  for  I  passe  hem  bothe  in  slewthe.  yf  I 
lygge  in  my  bedde  wyde  opyn),  &  fe  Keyne  Eayne  vppon)  boJ»e 
myn)  yen),  yee,  me  hadde  lener  lete  hit  Eeyne  hem  oute  of  the  hede, 
than  I  tumid  me  o^ere  to  the  Kight  syde,  or  to  the  lyfbe  syde." 
]7enne  the  Emperoure  biqoathe  his  Empii'  to  the  thirde  sone,  as  for 
theslowisL 

MOBALITEB. 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  the  devil,  that  is  kynge  and 
fadir  a-bove  al  childerin)  of  pryde.  By  the  first  sone  is  vndir- 
stonde  the  man,  that  dwellithe  in  a  wickid  sitee  or  place,  by 
the  whiche  a  flavme  of  fire,  sci7.  of  synne,  is  stirte  to  him ;  &  yit 
it  is  moche  I-sene,  that  he  hadde  leu^  brynne  yn)  synne  withe  hem), 
thanne  Remove  from)  the  companye.  By  the  secounde  sonne  is  he 
vndirstonde,  that  knowithe  welle  him  solve  to  be  fastenid  in  the 
coides  &  bondes  of  synne,  and  wolle  not  smyte  hem)  aweye  with  the 
swerde  of  his  tonge ;  and  hadde  lener  be  hongid  for  hem  in  helle, 
thanne  to  be  shriven  hei'.  bi  the  thirde  sone,  vpon)  whom)  wat^ 
dropis,  bo])^  of  the  ri3t  ye  &  of  the  lyfte,  is  vndirstonde  he  that^ 
horithe  the  doctrine  of  the  ioyes  of  paradys,  and  of  the  paynis  & 
torments  ^  of  helle,  and  wolle  not  for  slownesse  of  wytte  tome  him 
to  the  Eight  syde,  bcU.  to  leve  synne,  for  love  of  the  Ioyes,  no  to 
the  left,^  scil.  to  leeve  S3rnne,  for  drede  of  peynis,  but  lithe  stille  in 

'  leaf  192,  ool  2.      *  buK  MS.       '  that  he  that,  Ma       ^  tomemenUs,  MS. 
*  The  scribe  hag  here  by  negligence  repeated  nearly  four  lines. 
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eynnys  ynmevabely ;  and  swiche  woUe  have  the  kyngdom)  of  helle, 
&  not  of  heyene.  A  quo  nos  liberei,  et  ad  quod  nos  peiduccU  impera- 
tor  semper  iure  Eegnaru/    amezi). 

[  LVn.  ] 
ALEXANDIR  AN  EKPEEOJIKK 

(how  ALEXANDER  KILLED   A   BASILISK  THAT  HAD   DB3TB0TBD 

A  GREAT   PART  OF  HIS   ARMT.) 

AlexandiT  was  a  myjti  Emperoui'  in  the  citee  of  Borne,  ^ 
whiche  bisegid  a  citee  of  ^e  "kynges  of  Egipte ;  in  tyme  of 
whiche  besegeing*  he  loate  many  knyghtes,  and  men)  of  his 
hoste;  and  that  withe  owtin  wounde,  he  knew  not  howe;  but 
sodenly  eu^ry  day  ihe[y]  fille  downe  dede.  Alexandir  hadde  her  of 
grete  wonder,  &  grete  hevinesse  ^erwithe ;  and  Jierefoi'  he  lete  be 
browte  to  him  wyse  philesophris,  that  wei'  wyse  &  experte  in  diaerae 
siens,  &  he  saide  to  hem,  ''  goode  maisteres,  I  pray  yow  shewithe  me 
yovi^  witte,  &  tellithe  me  how  it  is,  that  my  men)  Jius  deyithe 
sodenlye,  witAoute  eny  stroke  or  hurtyng*."  "sir,"  quod  on),  "hit 
is  no  mervayle,  for  thei'  is  a  cocautrice  withe  in  the  walle ;  and  as 
ofte  tyme  as  she  hathe  enye  syght  of  youre  men),  ^i  bethe  dede, 
thorowe  the  venyme  that  passithe  from)  hir  syght."  penne  saide 
Alexandir,  "  Is  fer  no  Itemedy  a-yenste  that  sorye  beste  1 "  "  yis," 
quod  they,  "a  goode  Remedye.  late  sette  a  bright  myrrowr  wel 
I-polyshid  betwene  your  host  and  the  cockatrice;  and  thenne, 
whenne  she  wolle  loke  forthe,  she  shalle  loke  in  the  glas,  &  hir  owne 
beholdyng  shalle  bowe  &  passe  to  hir  ayene ;  &  she  shalle  be  deseyoid, 
and  dye,  &  oure  men  shul  be  savid  fro  dethe."  pe  Empcrow  didde 
in  dede  as  the  philesophir  conseilid  him ;  and  so  anoon)  whenne  fe 
myrrowr  was  I-sette  vp,  fe  cockautrice  was  slayne,  &  Jey  entrid  into 
])e  citee,  &  whonne  hit. 

MORALITBE. 

Ere  Frendes,  this  Emp^oure  may  welle  be  callid  Eche  Cristin 
man),  that  hath  an  host  to-geder  of  vertuys* ;  for  with  oute 
the  host  of  vertuys  may  no  man)  fy^te  gostly.     The  sitee,  that 

*  leaf  192,  baok,  col.  1.  '  vertuous,  MS. 
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we  owe  to  be-eege  abowte,  is  ^e  worlde,  in  the  whiche  is  ai])  hie 
castelle,  8ct7.  VanUcu  vanitatumy  Jyis  is  to  seye,  Yanite  of  vanytes ; 
&  in  the  walls,  wU,  vanite,  is  a  cokautrice,  sctZ.  pryde  of  lyfe ;  wronge 
oovetise  of  yen),  and  wronge  covetise  of  fleshe ;  and  thorow  this  pryde 
bethe  vnnumberable  peple  in-fecte  and  dede,  in  euerlastinge  detlie. 
And  ]>ere  foi'  ther  is  a  goode  Eemedye,  sct7.  to  considre  thin  owne 
foulnessey  bowe  that^  ^u  nakid  entredist  into  the  worlde,  &  wttA 
what  kynne  do])  J^ou  ert  I-cladde  in)  ])in  endyng.  Yf  enye  man) 
askiUie  wherfoie  &  whie  a  proude  mas)  deyethe  ^erefoi'  euerlast- 
ingely  )  sothely  hit  is  for  the  host  of  vertues  failithe ;  and  \erioi^  I 
saye,  sete  ^yp  a  clei'  myrrot^r^  sct7.  an  holy  consciefis,  &  by  that 
consciens  considre  thi  foulenesse,  febilnesse,  &  fragilitee,  and  so 
thow  ahalt  see  thin  owne  faute.  &  ])enne,  yf  the  cocautrice  be 
destroyed,  scil.  piyde  of  lyfe,  wronge  covetise  of  yen),  and  wronge 
covetise  of  fleshe,  certenlye  j^ou  shalt  entre,  &  wynne  the  citee  off 
hevene,  &c. 

[  LYIIL  ] 
ERACLITJS  A  WISE  EMPJS^^OURE. 

(how   THB  8BNTEN0ES   OF   A   OERTAIN   EMPEROR  WHEN   ONCE  GIVEN 

WERE   UNALTERABLE.) 

EBacIios  was  a  wise  Emp^roure  Eeignynge  in  the  citee  of  Eome ; 
and  he  ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  that  yf  enye  dome  wei'  yeve  to 
enye  trespassoore,  hit  shulde  stonde,  witA  owte  mercy,  hit 
happid  in  a  certoyne  tyme,  as  he  satte  at  his  mete,  ther  come  a 
straunger  from  fer  contree  j  and  he  accusid  a  kny^t  of  tresoune,  and 
saide  that  he  had  slayne  a<no]7ere  knyght  of  the  Emperot^rs.  whenne 
the  Emperonre  had  harde  this  accusynge,  he  was  hili  hevi,  &  saide, 
"how  knowist  thow  that  he  slowhe  him?"  "yis/*  quod  he,  "I 
know  welle  I-nowe ;  For  they  too  yede  to-geder  in  pilgnmage,  &,  he 
come  a-yene,  and  not  that  o]^ere ;  and  whenne  I  sperid  of  him  whei' 
was  his  felowe,  he  saide,  he  wist  not ;  &  I  sawe  his  clothis  wtt^  this 
man)  that  come  home ;  and  this  is  an  opyn  Evidense,  that  he  hadde 
slayne  him."  t^enne  the  Emperoure  in  his  wrethe  seide  to  his 
centurio,  \at  he  shulde  feche  that  kny^t,  to  torment*  to  be  demid 
and  dampnid.     and  so  he  was.     And  as  centurio  ladde  the  kuy3t  to 

'  hit,.MS.  «  leaf  192,  back,  col.  2. 
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the  lubet,  as  be  shulde  be  bongiJ,  be  sawe  tbe  knyjt  in  the  weye, 

• 

in  goode  poynte  &  helthe,  that  was  saide  to  be  slayne.  Anc)  thennd 
senturio  browte  hem  bothe  to  the  Emperouie;  and  whenne  ])e 
Emperoure  sawe  hem),  he  was  hiliche  y-grenic),  and  in  his  hihe 
wrethe  he  saide  to  the  fyrste  knyjt,  **  I  dome  the  to  be  dede,  for 
thowe  were  dampnid."  And!  thenne  he  saide  to  the  secounde,  **  I 
deme  also  to  the  the  same  de]^e."  And  ])enne  saide  to  the  thirde 
kny^t,  centurio,  ''  I  deme  fe  also  to  be  dede,  for  I  sent  the  to  sle  the 
man,  &  with  thi  tumyng  a-yene  thow  brekist  my  comaundement" 

MORALITEE. 

"T^'T'Ow,  siris,  this  Jlmp^roure  is  oui*  lorde  Thesa  crist,  that  ordeynid 
\  for  a  lawe,  that  af tir  a  dome  yeyin  shulde  be  no  m^rcye  or 
^  1  grace.  Bat,  sins,  ye  shulle  vndirstonde,  ^at  doom  of  holye 
chirche  is  in  twoo  manures,  acil.  Triumphantis,  of  ouercomynge,  ^the 
whiche  shalle  be  in  the  day  of  dome,  and  also  of  MUitantis,  of 
deservinge,  ]^e  whiche  is  euerye  daye.  Of  the  forste  dooHie  spekithe 
the  lawe  of  god,  but  not  of  the  secounde.  The  first  kny3t,  that  was 
y-dampnid,  is  a  man  that  was  accusid  that  he  dude  ayenste  the 
comaundemente  of  god,  whenne  that  he  yete  of  the  appille ;  for  yf 
he  had  not  tastid  the  appiti,  he  shulde  neu^  have  tastid  dethe. 
The  secot/nde  kny^t,  that  was  cause  of  his  dethe,  is  the  devil,  that 
temptid  man ;  and  for  that  he  was  dampnid  euerlastynglye.  And 
the  thirde  kny^t,  that  wolde  not  obeye  to  the  law,  bethe  thes  Iug^« 
of  holy  chirche,  &  also  temporal!  luges,  that  for  fayoure  and  averice 
leevith  that  \ai  is  iuste  and  Eyghtf uUe  for  worldlye  goodes ;  anJ 
J>erfoi*  thei  goo  to  euerlastyng*  peyne.  And  Jerefore  late  vs  obeye  in 
alle  thinge«  to  god,  that  we  be  not  dampnid  for  owi^  inobedience,  &c. 

[  LIX.  ] 
FULGENCIUS  A  WISE  EMPJ^^OURK 

(how  a  SERPENT  PUNISHED   THE  INGRATITUDE  OF  A   KNIOHT.) 

FVlgencius  was  a  wise  Emperoure  Eeignyng  in  the  citee  of 
Bome;  in  the  Empii^  of  whome  ^ere  was  a  knyght  nami<l 
sedechias;  and  this  knyght  weddid  a  fair  woman),  of  \^ 
kynrede  of  levi,  but  she  was  fon,  &  biter ;  and  in  hir  house  dwelte 
*  leaf  191,  ool.  1  (gee  note  1,  p.  238).  »  andr,  MS. 
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a  serpente   of  longe  tyme,  in  his  cave,     this  kny^t  lovid  welle 

tomemente^  &  lustinge^,  and  he  hauntid  hem)  so  muche,  that  he  was 

I-come  to  grete  nede  &  pouerte  by  heni) ;  and  perloi^  he  wepte,  & 

made  muche  lamentacion).     so  in  a  certen  daye,  as  the  kny^t  in  his 

herines  walkid  by  the  cave  of  the  serpente,  he  harde  a  voyse  seing 

to  him,  "  Whi  erte  thowe  so  bevy  ?    do  aftir  my  consaiH,  and  thow 

shalt  have  consolacion)/'     **  yis,  sir/'  quod  the  kny^t,  ^*  that  I  wolle 

do  Eedelye,  withe  conducion)  that  thow  deliaer  me  firom)  this  anger 

}at  I  dwelle  in."    thenne  saide  the  sarpent,  ''I  am  a  beste,  and  I 

haye  hei'  in  myn  hole  kytlingis,  that  I  have  browt  f orthe ;  &  they 

bethe  Ryght  feble,  for  favte  off  noreshynge,  and  ^on  haste  mylke 

I-nowhe  in  thi  house;    and  yf  thow  wolte  eche  day  serve  my 

chylderin)  of  sufficeant  milke,  wherby  we  mowe  be  susteynid,  I  shalle 

make  the  to  be  avauncid  yertoi^  vnto  ful  grete  avauncement"   when) 

the  kny^t  harde  thes  wordes,  he  grauntid  to  do  as  J^e  serpente  seide, 

wiik  oute  faile.     Anoon)  he  ordeynid  a  vessel  afoi'  hir  hole,  and  put 

J^enn  eueri  daye  milke,  that  the  serpent  withe  his  briddis  myght 

licke  hit  oute ;  and  thus  he  norisshid  hem  be  mony  dayes.     And 

wtt4  in  shorte  tyme  the  kny^t  ^was  avaunsid  to  his  Eichesses,  and 

grete  dignite  he  hadde ;  and  his  wyf  hadde  a  faire  sonne,  &  fere 

faylid  no  thinge  that  he  desirid  to  have,     hit  happid  afterward,  in 

a  certeyne  nyght  fe  wyf  saide  to  hir  husbonde,  as  thei  laye  on)  bed, 

"  My  lorde,  we  be  now  Riche  peple,  &  we  bar)  yonge  childeriii),  [the 

whiche  lackyn]  fe  litle  porcion)  of  milke  that  we  vsyn  to  yeve  to  the 

serpente ;  for  oure  childerin)  haue  none,  and  we  haue  longe  tyme 

fedde  fere  witA  J^e  serpente  &  hir  whelpes."    peime  saide  he,  ''  what 

yf  she  go  thenne  fro  owre  howse  awey  ? "     ))enne  saide  she,  **  I 

Eede  thenne,  that  she  and  alle  hir  whelpis  be  slayne ;  and  thenne 

we  shuH  be  deliuerid  fro  a  grete  servitute."   And  the  kny^t  ordeynid 

a  grete  hamoure,  ani  yede  to  the  hole,  and  waytid  fere,  whenne  fat 

the  serpenf  wolde  putte  oute  hir  hede,  to  licke  milke  of  the  vessel ; 

&  whenne  he  saw  bir  hede  oute,  he  smote  in  al  the  myght  of  his 

body  to  the  serpent ;  but  the  serpente  drow  hir  hede  a-yene  so 

appelye,  and  so  sodenlye,  that  the  strook  hitte  al  vpon)  the  vessel! e. 

and  soone  aftir  this  fals  traytorie,  that  the  knyght  dude  to  the 

*  leaf  191,  col.  2. 
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Berpenty  he  loste  his  cMlde,  his  goodes,  and  al  his  dignites ;  and  that 
he  was  in  as  grete  nede  and  myschef  as  eu^re  he  was  afore.  And 
whenne  he  sawe  that,  he  seyde  to  his  wyf ,  ^'  Alias  and  woo  may  be 
to  TS  bothe,  that  eoare  I  dude  af tir  thi  counsaiUe ;  for  as  longe  as 
we  norisshed  the  serpente,  we  hadde  alle  goodes  1  *'  J)enne  spake 
she,  &  saide,  ^*  I  yafe  the  eville  consaiH  j  but  goo  ayene  to  the  hole, 
and  meke  the  to  hir,  &  loke  yf  she  woUe  be  gracionse  to  sende  ts 
oure  goodes  a-yene.''  pe  kny3t  went  a-yene  to  the  denne^  &  wepte 
bitterly,  and  piayde  the  serpente  of  grace  and  foryeyenes ;  and  he 
behite  hir  fro  that  day  f orthewaides,  that  he  wolde  serve  hir  as  welle 
as  he  dude  before,  and  muche  better,  thenne  seide  the  serpent, 
**  2^owe  I  see  thow  erte  a  foole,  for  wherto  prayst  fan  by  movthe  and 
not  withe  ])yne  herte  1  For  thow  may  not  saye  bate  that  the  stroke 
of  fe  hamoui',  that  f elle  vpon)  the  yesselle,  sholde  have  smetin)  me ; 
&  ]>6refox^  I  smothe  ^e  a-yene  withe  oute  faylinge,  what  tyme  that  I 
smote  thi  childe  to  dethe  for  the,  &  took  al  thi  goodes  fro  the  ;  and 
so  be  cause  of  thin  evil  wille  that  thow  mentist  to  me,  and  also  of 
tbe  grevis  that  I  dude  to  the  ayene,  ^ere  may  noo  pes  Eegne  betwene 
vs  twa"  whenne  the  knyjt  herde  ])es  wordes,  he  yede  aweye,  and 
endid  a  feble  lyfe. 

IfORALITEB 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  pQ  f adir  of  hevene.  the  knyght 
is  eche  Crystin)  man),  in  the  house  of  whom,  setl.  in  his  herte 
dwellithe^  a  serpent,  scU.  Crist,  aftir  ])e  baptim)  dwellithe  in 
him.  Of  that  serpent  spekithe  moyses  thus,  Fac  serpentem  eneum 
&C.  this  is  to  seye,  make  a  serpent  of  bras,  and  that  crist  may 
oongruli  be  oaUid  a  serpent,  is  a  goode  Resom).  The  serpent  beiithe 
medecyne  &  venyn),  scil.  medecyne  in  his  tonge,  &  venyn)  in  his 
tayle ;  so  doth^  oure  lorde  Ihesvi  Crist ;  he  berithe  medecyne  of  euer- 
lastinge  lyf,  and  venym)  of  euerlastynge  peyne,  sotZ.  he  shaH  yeve  to 
his  chosyn)  childerin)^  medecyne  of  euerlastynge  lyfe,  and  to  the 
wickid  venym)  of  euerlastynge  peyne.  pia  serpent,  scilicet^  Iheras, 
dwellid  after  tyme  off  baptyme  in  the  cave  of  thine  herte ;  and  he 
wolle  that  thow  fede  him  eche  day  withe  ]»e  milke  of  goode  devocion), 

>  leaf  191,  back,  col.  1.  •  dwellyng,  MS.  '  do,  MS. 

*  ohilderine  ohilderin^,  MS.  *  siliset,  MS. 
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for  that  be  shulde  dwelle  withe  his  whelpis,  bcU,  his  vertues,  in  the 
howse  of  thin  herte ;  and  yf  we  do  so,  certenly  we  shulle  mow  have 
a  chylde^  ecii.  ^e  werkes  of  mercy,  &  of  the  grace  of  god,  &  fe 
ILiches  of  the  kyngdom)  of  hevene,  ^at  nenere^  ehalle  Ende.  Bat 
alias !  for  while  )>at  a  man  dweUithe  &  stondithe  in  swiche  goode 
state,  the  wyf,  acU.  the  wreccMd  fleshe,  stirittL  a  man)  to  kylle  the 
serpente,  seU,  oriste,  by  dedlye  synne }  and  so  at  the  stiringe  of  the 
fleshe,  the  wrecchid  man)  havinge  no  thon^t  of  parilis  to  come,  takithe 
the  bamoure  of  synne,  &  purposithe  to  sle  Griste.  but  ^e  serpent 
takithe  in  bir  hede ;  so  do])e  Griste  with  vs ;  he  wit&  drawithe  his 
powei^  fro  vs,  and  latithe  the  strooke  falle  vpoii)  the  vesselle,  8oi7. 
cure  soule;  for  the  soule  shaH  be  ynsmyten  of  the  synne9  of  the 
body.  But  whenne  a  maii)  eeepe  the  venieaunce  of  god  come  to  him 
ferfoi^,  by  weye  of  sekenes,  lost  of  godis,  de]),  pouerte,  angre,  or  eny 
oj^ere  tribulacioii),  ])enne  be  begynnythe  to  aske  his  grace,  &  his 
mercye.  For  swiche  men)  sorowithe  mooi'  for  the  wreccMdenesse 
that  thei  ban  her',  perme  thei  do  for  fe  wrethe  of  god ;  and  ^erefoi' 
aeithe  the  wyse  man  of  swiche  offencios),  and  lowli  askynge  of  grace, 
JSgt  gtd  nequiter  se  humiliaJt,  cuixxa  interiora  dolo  aunt  plena,  He 
lowi)>e  him  wickidlye,  \ai  is  w^t^  ynne  ful  of  f alshede.  As  ])e  thef 
whenne  he  go^e  to  the  lebette,  he  sorow^e  moi'  for  the  wrecchidnesse 
that  he  is  boundeu)  ynne,  thenne  he  dothe  for  the  wrethe  of  god ; 
and  yer^  bu)>e  many  swiche  men  nowe  'a  dayis,  that  sorowithe  not 
symplely  for  that  that  they  offende  god,  but  for  thei  wante  hir  wille. 
and  Ji^oi'  late  vs  be  euer  besye  to  plese  god,  that  we  mowe  have 
the  kyngdome  of  hevene.    Ad  quod  nos  &c. 

[LX.  ] 
AEGHILAUS  AN'  EMPEROJTRE. 

(how  a  false  wife,  who  oompassed  the  death  of  her  husband, 

WAS  punished  bt  a  lion.) 

ABchilaus  Eegnid  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Eome,  the  whiche 
in  his  age  wedde(d)  a  yonge  gentil  damiselle  to  wyfe ;  and  he 
lovid  hir  moche,  and  she  hatid  him  ayene,  and  lovid  anoj^ere 
-with  alle  hir  herte,  by  wey  of  luste  &  of  fleshelye  lykynge ;  and  of te 

'  eu&re,  MS.  '  leaf  101,  back,  col.  2. 
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tymes  this  kny^t  synnyc)  Vfiih  hir.   so  this  Emp^row,  as  he  lay  onys 
in  his  bedde,  he  porposid  to  visite  the  holy  londe ;  &  fere  foi*  withe 
owteu)  leng^r  delay  he  made  althinge  Kedy  for  to  wende.    An<) 
wben)  alle  was  Bedy,  he  toke  his  leve  at  the  Emperesse,  and  at  the 
lordes,  and  yede  his  wey  withe  pe  name  of  god.     bat  what  dude  the 
Emp^resse  but  yede  preveliey  and  spake  to  the  mastre  of  pe  shippe, 
and  saide  to  him,  "  yf  pou  wolt  do  for  me  a  thinge,  whiche  I  shalle 
aske  of  the,  I  wolle  yeve  the  what  so  euer  that  thow  wolt  aske  of 
me."     J?ia  man  was  coveitous,  and  saide  to  hir  aryene,  **  My  ladye, 
sey  to  me  what  ye  wolle,  and  I  shali  folfille  hit,  so  that  ye  yeve  me 
a  gode  mede."    "  yis,"  quod  she,  "  I  shalle  paye  the  a-fore  or  )>ow  do 
hit,  as  muche  as  poM  wolte  aske  or  have,  so  that  thow  swei'  to  me 
ypon)  an  holy  boke,  pskt  pan  shalte  do  indede  my  purpose,  that  I 
shalle  seye  to  the."     thenne  at  hir  owne  wille  he  made  an  othe,  to 
f ulfdle  hir  wille  in  that  cas  she  wolde  sey  to  him.     ]}enne  spake  she, 
"  My  lorde,"  quod  she,  "  shalle  nowe  passe  the  see  in  yottr  shippe ; 
&  pereioj^,  sithin  it  is  in  youre  powei',  castithe  him  oner  the  borde, 
whenne  ye  bethe  in  the  mydes  of  the  water,  and  thow  shalte  have 
thi  mede,  withe  muche  thanke."     ''  this  shati  be  doon),"  quod  he ; 
**  so  that  he  onys  be  enterid  the  shipe,  ])ow  shalt  neuer  se  him  aft^." 
Anoon)  she  paide  to  him  as  muche  as  eu6r  he  wolde  aske,  &  he  yede 
his  weye.   whenne  the  shippe  was  Kedy  in  al  "pojnies,  the  Emptfroure 
enterid  in  to  the  shippe ;  and  whenne  he  was  in  pQ  myddis  of  the 
see,  the  mastre  of  the  shippe  caste  oute  the  Emperoure  in  to  the  see ; 
and  thenne  he  tumid  a-yene  to  the  Emperesse,  and  ^tolde  to  hir  how 
that  he  hadde  don),  and  she  was  glad  I-nowe  withe  aunswei*.     The 
EmpcroMr,  as  the  grace  of  god  wolde,  lernid  to  swymme  in  his 
yowthe ;  and  that  was  happelye  lernid,  for  in  this  cas  it  stode  him 
in  gode  stede  j  and  by  his  connynge,  &  withe  grete  laboure  and 
bitter  teris,  he  swam,  &  praid  god,  for  he  wende  neuer  to  have  passid 
withe  lyfe.     and  as  he  caste  yp  his  hede,  and  lokid  a-bovte  him,  he 
sawe  in  the  medil  of  the  see  a  litle  He,  fuUe  of  liounee,  leberde^, 
berys,  and  ofere  wylde  bestee.     and  thenne  he  drowe  him  strongly 
to  that  He,  and  enterid  in  to  hit,  and  yede  in  hit,  and  coude  noon) 
opevQ  thinge  see  in  hit  but  bestis.     and  whenne  he  hadde  ben)  ther 

'  leaf  104,  col.  1  (leaf  193  18  out  of  place,  it  ebould  follow  194). 
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iij.  dajesy  he  sawe  a  yonge  lione  fight  -with  ao)  olde  libarc^,  anci  the 
yonge  lione  vas  ny  outcome  by  pe  libaid.  the  Emperoui'  seing 
thisyhadde  grete  conpassiouii)  of  the  yonge  lione,  in  so  muche  fat  he 
drowe  oute  his  swerde,  and  slow  the  libard ;  and  whenne  the  lione 
sawe  that  grete  kyndnesse,  he  forsoke  neu^  the  Emperoure,  but 
foloyid  him  enere  as  his  lorde,  whei'  so  eu^  he  yede.  and  en^rye 
daye,  whenne  the  lion)  had  take  his  prey,  he  browte  hit  to  the 
Emperoiire ;  and  fe  Emperour  smote  onte  fire  of  a  stone,  and  se])e 
his  mete,  as  welle  as  he  my^t ;  and  so  withe  swiche  fedinge  he  livid 
many  dayes,  by  the  praye  of  the  lioii).  The  Emperoure  vsid  eche 
oper  day  to  walke  to  the  see  syde,  for  to  aspie  yf  he  myght  see  eny 
ehippe  come.  So  in  a  certeyn)  daye,  as  he  yede  thedir  for  to  wayte 
For  a  shippe,  yf  he  myght  see  eny  shippe  come,^  he  sawe  oon) 
drivinge  withe  a  grete  ympet  j  and  thenne  he  cride  to  hem  that  wei' 
ther  in);  and  whenne  the  shippemen)  sawe  him  stonde,  fei  had  grete 
manrayle,  and  come  to  him.  ))enne  saide  he  to  hem,  ''  takithe  me 
wit^  yow,  &  I  shaH  paye  yow  what  that  ye  wolle  haue."  Jjey  toke 
him  ynne,  and  the  lioune  f olowid  afbtV  in  )>e  see ;  and  whenne  the 
Bhipmes)  saw  him  in  poynte  of  perducion),  they  hadde  pite  of  him, 
and  toke  him  into  the  shipp.  And  whenne  thei  come  to  the  londe, 
the  Emperonre  paide  hem  as  mo(£  as  the[i]  wolde  aske  of  him,  and 
toke  the  waye  toward  his  palls ;  and  euer  the  lion)  folowid  him.  And 
whenne  he  was  nye  the  palyse,  he  hurde  harping,  luting,  pipinge, 
tromping,  &  ^^e  symphonic,  withe  al  maner  of  musike;  and  as  he 
stode,  and  harde  this  grete  melodye,  fere  come  on)  oute  at  the  yate, 
whom  the  Empcyowr  knew  welle,  but  he  knew  not  the  Emperoure. 
thenne  saide  the  Emperoure,  "  what  menis  al  this,  dei'  frende,  that 
this  melode  is  made  hei*  to-daye  ?  "  "  sir,"  quod  the  o))ere,  "  for  my 
ladye  the  Empires  is  weddid  this  daye;  and  ferefoi*  ther  is  a 
passaunt  feste  y-made  of  lordes  of  the  Empire,  and  of  all  hir  fre/idis ; 
and  for  that  cause  bethe  curiovs  mynstreH  gaderid  in  the  halle,  to 
make  hir  solace."  ]penne  saide  the  Emperoure,  "  sir,  I  pray  yowe, 
whei*  is  he  that  was  hir  Emperoure  &  hir  husbonde  afoi*  1 "  **  sir,'* 
quod  that  o))cre,  "  he  yede  to  the  holy  londe,  &  he  was  dreynte 

'  Two  linft  are  negligently  repeated  here  hy  the  geribe^ 

«  leaf  194,  col.  2. 
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thorow  tempest."     ]penne  ])e  Emperot/r  praid  him,  that  he  wolde 

vouchesafe  to  bei'  his  eronde  to  the  ladye,  or  to  him  that  hadde 

weddide  hir,  aciL  for  to  aske  leve  that  he  myght  come  in  to  the  palys, 

aQ(}  pleye  a-fore  hem  withe  his  lione.     and  pe  sqoiei'  grauntid  hit, 

and  yede  to  the  lorde  &  to  the  ladye,  and  tolde  hem  that  fere  was  a 

faire  olde  man)  at  the  yate,  that  wolde  gladlye  come  in,  for  to  pley 

withe  his  lione  a^fore  yow  &  jour  lordea     ]penne  saide  he  that  was 

weddidy  "  late  him  come  in  hardelye,  and  we  sholle  see  yf  he  be 

worthi  mede  for  his  pleye ;  for  if  he  do  wel,  he  shalle  have  mede 

I-now."     Now  whenne  the  Emperour  had  this  aunswere,  he  Enterid 

into  the  palays,  tristing  in  him  selfe  that  the  lion)  wolde  have  Lmade 

a  foule  pleye  withe  )>e  lorde  &  withe  pe  lady;  but  when)  he  was 

enterid  in  to  the  haUe,  the  lion)  stode  be-syde  him^  as  he  hadde  be  a 

ffonne  shepe,  In  so  muche  that  alle  the  halle  marvaylid,  and  the 

Emperoure  in  parti  shamid,  that  he  ne  wiste  what  cherisaunce  he 

myght  make.     And  pere  foi'  he  saide,  &  spake  to  the  lioun),  as  he 

wer^  halfe  in  ang^re,  "  Sey,  sir  I  Jeo  vous  pri,  have  I-do,  sir  !    wolle 

ye  not  come  of  1  late  see !  have  I-do."     And  withe  that  the  lioDl 

made  a  brayde  to  the  kny3t,  that  neuer  noon)  suche  was  I-seen)  afoi* ; 

<&  he  worowed  him,  &  slowhe  him ;  and  thanne  he  Banne  to  the 

false  Emp67*es,  and  Eavid  hir  eviid  to  the  bone ;  but  more  harme  did 

he  not  to  no  man),     whenne  the  lorded  and  the  company  sawe  this, 

pei  dradde  sore.    Thenne  saide  the  Emperour  to  hem,  "  siris,  havithe 

no  drede,  for  here  ye  ^may  see  opinli  the  yenieaunce  of  god  I    this 

woman),  that  nowe  is  hei^  dede,  She  was  my  wyf ,  &  I  hir  lorde  3  and 

she  helde  this  kny^t  in  a-vowtrye  vndir  me,  &  falslye  she  caste  my 

dethe,  whenne  I  was  toward  the  holy  londe,  for  she  made  couenaunt 

Vfiih  pe  maist^  of  the  shippe,  that  he  shulde  caste  me  ou6r  the  horde 

in  to  the  see,  &  so  he  dude  in  dede,  but  god  savid  me  fro  de]>e.   And 

for  I  in  a  tyme  halpe  this  lione  in  his  nede,  he  wolde  neuer  sithe 

fayle  me ;  &  now,  as  ye  have  y-seen),  he  hathe  slayne  f  e  traytoui^e 

and  pQ  traytouresse."   whenne  thei  had  harde  thes  wordes,  thei  lokid 

vp,  &  knew  him  welle  for  hir  Emperoure  and  lorde ;  &  gladde  thei 

wer',  and  withe  giete  loye  Thonkid  god  ])e  savioure,  that  savid  him 

fro  f e  def e. 

>  leaf  194,  back,  ool.  1. 
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IfOaALITBB. 

DEre  Frendis,  this  Emperoure  may  be  wel  callid  Echo  Ciistin 
man  ]yat  puiposithe  to  yisite  the  holye  londe,  BciL  to  wynne 
euerlastynge  lyfe  by  meritory  werkes.  but  his  wyf,  nciL  his 
fleshe,  gracchithe  a-yenst  the  sprite,  &  lovithe  a  leman),  Bcil.  synne. 
thenne  the  Emperour  gothe  into  a  shippe,  Bcil.  holy  chiiche,  by  the 
which  is^  the  goiog  to  hevene ;  but  thenne  the  wyf,  aeil.  ]>e  fleshely 
meD),  go]^,  &  makithe  f als  suggestions  to  the  prelates  of  holy  chirche, 
and  hlendi]^  hem  withe  yifte^,  and  makithe  hem  to  put  oute  of  holye 
chiiche  swiche  goode  pilgrimis,  as  hathe  beu)  sene  wtt^  many  holy 
men,  and  specially  Saint  Thomas  of  Gaunterbury.  but  what  Eemedye 
is  hei^foi'  ?  Certeyne,  to  swymme,  acU.  to  sette  a  goode  hope  in  godf, 
and  thenne  we  shulle  come  to  a  Eeligion),  6Ctl.  to  the  havinge  of  a 
dene  hert,  kepte  deligentelye  from)  visis  of  yia  worlde ;  and  ^e  foi' 
spekithe  seint  lame  Apostle,  Religio  munda  et  in-maculata  apud 
deum  ^  jnA/rem  hec  est,  visitare  pupilloa  et  viducu  in  tribulacione 
Eorum,  ^  inmaculatum  ae  custodire  db  hoc  sectdoy  )>is  is  to  seyn),  A 
clone  Eeligion)  and  vnfilid  as  to  god  &  to  the  fadir,  ])is  is  to  visite 
the  fadirles  childerin  and  widowes  in  hir  tribulacion),  &  to  kepe  'him 
selfe  vnfilid  fro  this  worlde.  and  swiche  a  man  shaUe  mete  with  a 
lioone,  to  whome  he  muste  yeve  helpe.  this  lione  is  the  lione  of  the 
kynrede  of  lade,  Bcil.  owr'  lorde  Jhegu  crist,  ^e  whiche  fi3te  a-yenst 
a  libarde,  bcU.  ])e  devil.  And  yf  thow  wolt  helpe  him  a-yenst  pe 
deyil,  dowtles  he  wolle  be  withe  the,  &  neuer  for-sake  ])e  in  al  ])i 
nedes ;  as  the  p^'ophet  seithe.  Cum  ipso  sum  in  tribulacione,  y  am 
viiihe  him  in  tribulacion) ;  Langitudine  dierum  Eeplebo  eum,  Withe 
lenght  of  days  I  shalle  fulfille  him,  scil.  by  lenght  of  lyfe.  and 
thenne  this  lion)  wolle  sette  his  clawis  vpoh)  the  kny3t  and  the  wyf, 
sc//.  owre  blessid  lorde  woUe  sette  in  thi  mynde  pnrpos  of  penaunce 
to  be  don)^  and  the  whiche  shaH  destroye  bo])e  the  fleshe  &  ^e  synne, 
&  brynge  the  to  blysse,  &c. 

*  it  is,  MS.  '  leaf  194,  back,  col.  2. 
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[  LXL  ] 

EUFEMIUS  A  EICHE  ISMPEEOUE, 
(the  legend  of  the  life  of  pope  gbbgobt.) 

EUfemius  was  a  Riche  Emperour  in  the  citee  of  Eome ;  anci  he 
had  a  sone,  &  a  dowter.  And  as  the  Eniperoare  Bode  in  a 
certeyne  day  bj  the  foreste,  he  haide  melodye  of  the  harpe, 
&  he  leyde  goode  ei'  ther  to.  And  at  the  last  he  callid  to  him  a 
philesophir,  &  saide  to  him,  "  sey,  f  ou  goode  masti'c,  what  bynieenyj>e 
this  melodie?"  ))enne  the  clerke  aunswerid,  and  saide,  ''this 
menithe  not  elleSy  but  that  thow  shalt  make  the  Kedy  at  home,  and 
dispose  thyne  bowse,  for  thow  shalt  dye  &  not  live."  Whenne  the 
Emperoure  harde  ])at,  anon)  ^ere  toke  him  an  infinnite ;  &  he  makid 
)>e  lordes  to  be  callid,  and  he  saide  to  hem,  *^  Dere  frendes,  I  may 
not  passe  fro  this  infirmite,  and  fereioj^  I  woUe  make  my  testament 
in  youre  presence ;  and  [God]  wot,  ))at  I  feele  Jere  is  no  penle  to 
me,  but  that  I  have  not  marrijd  my  dowter."  and  fere  foi*  he 
chargide^  his  sone,  vppou)  his  blessyng,  afoi'  alle  pe  lordes,  pat  he 
shulde  mary  his  sustx*, — "and  as  longe  as  fou  livist,  have  hir 
honorabeli,  for  al  my  mevable  goodes  I  bequethe  to  hir."  And 
whenne  ]^is  was  saide,  he  tumid  him  to  the  waSle,  &  passid  ^to  god. 
And  the  sone  governed  the  Empyre,  and  muche  he  lovid  &  honoiid 
his  suster,  in  so  much  ]>at  thei  etyn)  euer  of  on)  messe,  and  eche  day 
she  satt  in  a  chaii'  a-yenste  him  at  mete,  and  laye  with  him  in  a 
chaumbre,  but  in  diuerse  beddes.  hit  happenid  in  a  certeyne  nyght, 
as  this  Emperoui*  laye  a  bedde,  J)at  fere  come  vpon)  him  so  gret  a 
temptacioii),  that  him  thou^t  bute  yf  that  he  had  his  desire  withe 
his  suster,  he  most  dye.  he  Eos  vppe,  &  yede  to  his  susteris  bedde, 
and  saide  tho  to  hir,  "  Awake,  sister,  for  f  er  is  come  vpon)  me  swiche 
a  temptacioii),  pat  but  yf  I  lye  be  yowe,  I  am  but  dede."  whenne 
the  suster  hard  this,  she  saide,  "  A !  dei^  broker,  takithe  to  mynde 
that  wordis  fat  my  fadir  seyde  to  yow,  how  he  c[h]argid  yowe  for 
my  matrimony  to  be  hadde ;  and  yf  thow  do  swiche  a  vilany  to  me, 
I  am)  confusid  for  euermoi^."  "  Speke  no  swiche  wordes,"  quod  he, 
**  but  yif  to  me  thin  assent."  And  so  of  hir  bof  e  assent  he  laye,  & 
trespassid  withe  hir.     And  they  contiiiuid  in  this  synne  so  longe, 

'  chargithe,  M.S.  "  leaf  193,  col.  1. 
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til  tyme  that  the  Buster  satt  a-yene  hiib)  in  a  certeii)  daye  at  mete,  in 
swiche  a  colowr',  that  the  href  ere  marvaylid  fere  of,  &  aaide,  "  A ! 
suster,  what  may  hit  hy-meene,  that  thi  visage  is  so  discolowricJ  ? " 
thenne  she  aynswerid,  and  saide,  that  hit  was  no  mervayle,  sithe 
she  was  wtt^  childe  hy  him.  whenne  he  hard  that,  he  was  hiliche 
meyid  in  herte,  and  saide  with  a  grete  voyse,  "  Alias !  fat  ener  I 
was  home  of  my  modir ! "  ]penne  whenne  she  harde  that  he  sihed 
so,  with  a  grete  sorowe  she  saide  to  him,  "  A  !  hrof  er,  he  not  hevy, 
for  we  hethe  not  the  furst  that  haf  e  offendid  god ;  hute  lete  vs  be 
ahowte  to  hesye  vs  now  to  make  amendis,  &  to  plese  god  a-yene/' 
))eii)  saide  he,  "  I  know  welle,  that  god  is  of  Endles  mercy ;  but  how 
shulle  we  scape  fe  shame  of  f e  worlde  1 ''  Thenne  saide  she,  "  hei' 
two  myle  hens  ther  dwellif  a  kny3t,  callid  Polemus,  an  olde  man)  & 
a  Eiche,  and  is  I-holde  a  wise  man),  hite  vs  telle  oure  counseili:  to 
him ;  &  I  truste  that  he  woUe  yeve  vs  goode  counsaiH,  that  we  shulle 
Escape  worldly  shame/'  Thenne  the  Emperoure  sent  for  the  kny^t. 
Whenne  he  was  come,  he  toke  him  to  a  prevye  place,  and  saide  to 
him, '' A !  sir,  alias  I  may  I  saye,  that  euer  I  was  borne,  for  I  have 
I-done  swiche  a  cryme  withe  my  suster.  teUe  me  fere  of,  for  f e 
pitee  of  god,  how  that  I  may  ascape  wordlye  shame,  for  she  is  grete 
withe  childe."  Thenne  the  kny3t  aunswerid,  &  saide,  ^'god  is  of 
endles  mercye;  &  do  aftir  my  counsaiH,  and  dowteles  thow  shalt 
ascape  the  shame  of  the  worlde.  pon  shalt  goo  to  the  holy  londe ; 
&  or  thoTf  goo,  f  ow  shalt  make  be  callid  to  f  e  al  the  lordes  and 
cheveteynis  of  the  Empire,  &  a-foi'  hem  alle  thow  shalt  bid  me,  vp 
p«]me  of  lyfe,  to  kepe  welle  thi  suster,  by  cause  thow  hast  noou) 
o\ere  ej^.  And  I  shalle  thenne  vndir-take  hir,  &  so  hit  shall  ^not 
be  knowen)  to  no  man)  that  she  is  wtt/i  childe.''  ''  ]}is  is  a  goode 
coansaiH,"  quod  the  Emperoure.  and  fere  fox'  he  made  to  be  sente 
aftir,  hi  letteris,  alle  his  lordes ;  and  alle  thei  come  at  his  day  I-sette. 
And  thenne  the  Emperoure  saide  to  hem,*  "  der^  frendes,  I  do  yow 
to  wete,  that  I  woUe  visite  the  holye  londe ;  &  ferefoi'  I  comaunde 
yow,  fat  ye  be  obedient  to  my  suster  in  my  absense ;  for  ye  witte* 
Welle,  that  I  have  noon)  heii'  but  hir.  And  f  ou,  olde  kny^t  polemus 
by  thi  name,  I  charge  the,  in  peyne  of  lyf,  fat  f ou  have  the  cur*  of 

»  leaf  iy.%  col.  2.  «  him,  MS.  ^  withe,  MS. 
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hir/'  when)  this  was  seide,  he  toke  his  leye,  &  yede  his  weje ;  ancl 
the  kny^t  hrovte  the  sister  of  the  Emperovr  home  to  his  castiH. 
An&  whenne  his  wyf  hadde  perceyvid  him  at  a  wyndowe,  comyng 
withe  so  faire  a  ladye,  she  marvaylic),  &  saide  to  hir  selfe,  "  What 
ener  may  this  he?  I  have  ofte  tyme  sene  my  lorde  come  home, 
[hut]  neuer  erste  withe  swiche  a  ladye."  She  descendid,  &  yede  to 
him,  &  worshipfullye  salude  him,  and  saide,  ''my  worshipful  air, 
what  ladye  is  this  that  comithe  her'  in  youie  felashipef"  ''be 
stille,"  quod  the  kny^t,  "  for  this  is  the  suster  of  the  Emperoure, 
an  ¥  she  is  yevin)  to  me  in  kepyng<,  and  ^ere-fo^  a-noon)  ley  domi)  thin 
honde  vpon)  a  booke,  that  thow  shalt  kepe  prtVe  alle  that  I  shalle 
now  seye  vnto  ])e."  Anoon)  she  oheyde  to  hir  lorde,  and  made  a 
othe  at  his  owne  wille.  And  whenne  this  was  done,  the  inyjt  tolde 
hir  how  the  lady  was  withe  childe  by  the  Emperoure,  hip  broker, — 
"Jderefoi*  I  charge  [the],  that  thowe  serve  hir  euere,  in  ^in)  owne 
propre  persone,  and  noon)  but  thow."  &  whenne  hir  tyme  was 
comeh)  oute,  she  hrowte  forthe  a  faire  sone.  And  thenne  the  kny^t 
was  gkdde  and  loyfuH ;  he  come  in  to  the  chaumbre,  &  comfortid 
hir,  &  saide,  "  A I  ladye,  blessid  he  god  I  ^ow  hast  broute  forthe  a 
faire  sone.  I  Eede  now  that  we  gete  a  preste  to  haptise  him.** 
"  Nay,''  quod  she,  ''  I  make  awoue  to  god,  that  he  that  was  higete 
betwene^  brof 6r  &  suster,  shalle  neucr  be  haptisid  for  me,  ne  with 
me."  ]>enne  saide  the  kny^t,  "  Dameselle,  the  grete  synne  that  ye 
dude  is  I-now,  ]>owhe  the  soule  be  not  I-lost  also."  Thenne  saide 
she,  "  Do  as  I  shalle  sey  to  the,  or  eUis  I  shalle  neuer  more  dwelle 
withe  the,  and  eke  I  shalle  euere  be  thin  Enmye."  J)enne  saide  the 
kny^t,  "  damiseH,  what  so  euer  ye  shaH  seye,  I  shalle  submitte  me 
to  youre  wille."  "  Do  gete  me*,"  quod  she,  "  a  ler  tonne,  withe  oute 
onye  delaye."  And  he  dude  so;  and  he  browte  to  hir  swiche  a 
tonne,  in  the  mene  tyme  ^e  lady  put  to  the  childe  in  ^e  cradille, 
and  sette  at  his  hede  a  summe  of  golde,  and  a  sum  of  siluer  'at  his 
feet ;  and  thenne  she  toke  tables,  and  wrote  vpon)  hem  thes  nirordes, 
*'  Al  maner  of  goode  men  in  god,  be  hit  to  yow  knowen,  that  the 
child  that  lithe  in  his  cradille  was  getyn)  by-twene  broJ>ere  &  suster, 
comyng  of  kynges  blode,  and  he  is  not  yitte  haptisid,  and  fere  fore, 

'  betwne,  MS.  •  men,  MS.  »  leaf  193,  back,  col  1. 
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I  pray  yowe,  f  ow  I  Expresse  )iot  to  yow  my  name,  that  ye  wolle 
wouchesafy  for  the  love  of  god,'  that  he  wei'  baptisid,  &  Eeuokid  fro 
infidelite  and  mysbileve."  And  whenne  this  [was]  writen),  she  ledde 
the  tables  yndir  his^  bosom),  in  the  ciadiH,  and  she  keuerde  alle  the 
cradill  with  purpur  andT  bisse.'  And  whenne  this  was  don),  the 
kny3t  come  in  to  hir,  Eynnynge  with  the  tonne,  &  seide,  "  lo  I  lady, 
(is  is  Bedy."  ]}enne  she  badde  him,  fat  he  shulde  put  J^e  childe 
wtt^  the  cradel  there  in,  and  thenne  to  caste  al  in  the  see,  vp  peyne 
of  dethe, — "fat  I  live  not  in  sorow  &  desolacion)."'  &  thenne  he 
toke  the  cradil,  &  putt  it  in  to  the  tonne,  and  cast  al  in  to  the  see, 
for  plesaonce  of  the  lady.  Aftirward  this  lady  lay  in  childbed,  by 
space  of  an  f onrtenyte ;  and  as  she  laye  in  the  bedde,  ther  come  a 
messager  from  the  holy  londe.  And  the  kny^t  spend  of  him  ffor 
the  Emp^ronrey  and  the  messager  aunswerd,  &  saide,  "  Alas  1  AUas ! 
bothe  to  yow  &  to  me,  for  fe  Emperoure,  oure  lord,  is  dede,  &  his 
body  is  broute  to  the  Empeyi',  to  a  certeyn)  casteL"  whenne  the 
kny^t  harde  thes  wordes,  he  was  not  a  litle  mevid,  &  amarryd  in 
mynde,  and  soi'  he  wepte ;  &  for  he  kutte  ensondre  alle  his  dothis, 
his  wyf  come  ny,  &  whenne  she  sawe  this  syght,  she  spend  the 
cause  of  his  lamentacion).  '^yis/'  quod  the  knyght,  ''I  wend  to 
have  had  [of]  my  lord  good  vnnumberable,  and  nowe  he  is  dede, 
and  so  I  shalle  live  desolat  in  al  the  dayes  of  my  lyfe.*^  Whe[n] 
his  wyf  hard  this,  she  tare  of  alle  the  hei^  of  hir  hede,  &  satte  withe 
him  vpon)  a  donge-hille,  til  tyme  that  her  sorow  was  sesid.  and 
themie  saide  his  lady,  with  an  opyn)  voyse,  "sir,  my  lorde,  what 
shnH  we  do  withe  [the]  saster  of  the  Emp^oure,  fat  now  lithe  in 
childebed^f  for  yf  she  harde  telle  thaf^  he  wei'  dede,  she  shulde 
hare  thenne  to  muche  sorowe.**  ])enne  seide  he,  "  dame,  for  delajmge 
of  tyme  may  be  hadde  wickyd  werke.  late  vs  fereiote  washe  oure 
Tisages  for  weping,  &  go  we  to  hir  chaumbre,  that  she  be  comfortid; 
and  thenne  we  shulle  se  and  knowe  wheper  that  hit  be,  to  telle  hie 
or  ^not."  So  thei  boj^e  come  in  to  the  chanmbre,  and  comfortid  tha 
lady.  &  whenne  the  Emperesse  had  biholden  hir  hevi  cheris,  & 
Bawe  signe  off  wepinge  in  hir  visagis,  she  saide,  "  whi  be  ye  so  hevy 

*  hir,  MS.      '  bliBse,  MS.      '  defloracion^,  MS.      *  in  childe  repeated  in  MS. 
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this  day  for  that  ye  wei*  yistirday?"  "hit  is  no  mervayle,"  quoti 
he  j  "  \er  is  a  man)  hei^  come  fro  the  holy  londe,  &  I  ahalle  calle  him 
to  yowe,  and  he  shdi  telle  yow  what  kynne  tidynge^  that  he  hathe 
browte."  The  messag^r  come  into  the  chaumbr«,  an<J  Rcuerently 
made  salutacion)  to  the  ladye,  and  knelid  downe  afoi^  hir;  an^ 
thenne  seyde  she,  '^  do  tel  me,  good  &ende,  some  tythinge«  of  the 
Empcroure,"  "  a !  lady,"  quod  he,  "  he  is  dede,  and  his  body  is  in 
a  certeyn)^  castel,  tyl  tyme  that  he  be  buried  by  yow."  and  whenne 
the  Emp^resse  haide  ])at  word,  she  felle  downe  to  the  Erjye,  and  the 
kny^t  in  an  o\er  syde,  and  his  wyf  in  the  thirde,  &  the  messager  on) 
the  iiij.  and  ];ere  was  noon)  of  hem  aH  ^ai  myght  speke  a  worde,  for 
sorow.  at  ]^e  laste  the  knyjt  spake,  whenne  he  had  longe  leyne/ 
and  saide,  "  Arise,  goode  lady,  from  thi  heyines,  for  Swiche  heulDes 
&  sorowe  may  sle  the ;  do  comfort  thi  selfe,  and  have  in  thi  niynde, 
that  al  the  Empir'  is  thin,  and  in  thin  honde,  and  in  thi  wille, 
thorow  goode  heritage,  late  vs  Eise  fro  this  place,  and  late  ts  go 
to  the  casteH,  whei'  as  the  body  is  of  the  Emperoure,  and  late  ts 
worshipf  uUy  buiye  him ;  and  thenne  thinkithe  to  live  hei^  in  this 
woride  as  wel  as  ye  may,  and  by  good  counsaiH  to  goucrne  your 
Empii^,  for  elle*  hit  woUe  tome  yow  to  grete  harme  and  vnprofite," 
thenne,  shortly  to  sey,  they  sesyd  of  wepyng,  and  hijd  to  the 
casteH,  wher  as  was  the  dede  bodye ;  and  ]7ere  she  Enterid  in  to 
the  halle.  And  whenne  she  sawe  the  dede  bodye  lye  in  the  her', 
she  ciacchid  hir  yen)  &  hir  visage,  tille  the  blode  shadde ;  &  thoo 
she  felle  downe  vpon)  the  dede  body,  &  kiste  him  in  aH  places,  from) 
the  crowne  of  the  hede  to  the  soole  of  the  fete,  whenne  kny^t^^ 
sawe  hir  make  swiche  sorowe,  they  drowhe  hir  fro  the  bei*,  &  ladde 
hir  to  chaumbi',  &  stillid  hir  sorowe  in  al  that  thei  coude  j  and  in 
the  thirde  day  folowing  thei  Reuerently  buried  hiw.  and  the  lady 
gouemed  the  Empire  vri\h  counseiH  of  wise  men).  In  that  tyme 
J>ere  was  a  grete  Duke,  that  neuer  had  wyf,  and  he  was  but  yonge ; 
&  whenne  he  harde  telle  that  the  'Em^rour  was  dede,  and  that  alle 
the  Empire  was  by  lyne  of  heritage  in  the  hondis  of  the  Emp^resse, 
he  thowte  to  him  selfe,  "  that  I  wei*  faire  a-vauncid,  yf  that  I  inyght 
gete  that  damiseH  'vnto  my  wyf."    A-noou)  he  sent  messagers  to 
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hir,  for  to  wyte  yf  hit  wer*  plesing  to  liir  to  be  his  wyf ;  and  the 
Emperc^se  sent  worde  a-yene  to  him,  that  she  wolde  not  assent  to 
lib«,  ne  to  noon)  o]>ere,  as  by  weye  of  matWmonye,  &  that  she  swor*. 
whenne  the  Duke  hadde  this  aunswei',  he  had  grete  indignacion) ;  & 
oideynid  an  oste,  and  yaf  bataiH  so  soi'  ayenste  hir,  that  he  hadde 
gete  al  hir  sitees,  excepte  on),  withe  a  castelle,  to  whiche  she  fledde. 
And  thenne  the  duke  besegid  long  this  castelle.  And  as  thei  wei' 
thus  in  segeingy  the  towne  that  was  I-caste  in  to  the  see  withe  the 
childe,  was  driven)  withe  flodes  vp  and  downe,  hidir  &  thidir,  tille 
It  come  to  a  certen)  citee.  And  the  kynge  of  that  citee  was  that 
same  tyme  in  the  citee ;  and  happid  that  he  walkid  aftii  myd-daye 
besjde  the  see;  and  as  he  lokid  toward  the  water,  he  sawe  the 
tonne;  and  he  made  shipmen)  to  be  callid,  &  he  chargid  hem,  that 
thei  shulde  goo,  and  fecche  to  him  fat  tonne.  Thenne  said  J^ei, 
"  Sir,  that  wei*  a  yeyne  laboure,  for  hit  is  a  woyde  tonne,  caste  oute 
wttA  sran  men)  fro  sum  shippe."  "  What  [of]  that,"  quod  the  kynge, 
"  thowhe  hit  be  voyde,  yit  wolle  I  have  hit.*'  whenne  thei  harde 
that,  |»ey  enterid  in  to  the  see,  &  browte  the  toune  to  londe.  They 
openid  hit,  and  sawe  ther  in)  a  faire  childe  in  a  ciadille ;  and  thenne 
the  kynge  and  that  wei'  abowte  merveilid  hiliche^];69*of ;  &  the  kyng 
aaide,  "  this  cradill  is  keuerid  yvith  purpuie  and  bisse ;  hit  may  not 
he  but  fat  he  is  comyn)  of  grete  blode."  And  anoon)  he  arerid  vp 
the  childe  with  his  owne  hondis,  &  there  he  fonde  the  litle  tablis, 
that  the  moder  hadde  putte  vnder  his  bosom) ;  &  he  openid  hem), 
and  Badde,  fat  fe  chylde  was  by-gete  bitwene  broker  &  suster,  & 
that  it  was  not  baptisid;  &  he  Eadde,  that  the  modlr  praid  him 
that  shulde  f ynde  him,  to  make  him  to  be  baptisid,  for  the  love  of 
god.  &  then)  he  fonde  at  his  hede  a  summe  of  golde,  that  he  my^t 
be  founde  to  scole  withe,  and  a  no]>ere  sum  of  siluar  at  his  fete,  wher 
witA  he  myght  be  norishid.  whenne  the  kynge  hadde  Eedde  alle 
this,  he  was  gladde,  &  made  the  childe  to  be  baptisid^ ;  &  he  yafe 
to  him  his  owne  name,  bcU,  Freudrict(« ;  and  he  toke  hit  to  one  of 
his  kny^te^  to  be  norishid.  And  the  kny^te  Eesseyuid  the  childe, 
&  norishid  him ;  and  fe  chylde  grewe,  &  was  welbelouid  amonge 
alle  meii).     And  whenne  he  was  of  sufficient  age,  he  was  sette  to 
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Bcole ;  and  whenne  he  was  of  the  age  of  x.  yeei',  he  vsid  iiiste^  & 
tumeameitteff ;  ^anct  euer  he  trowiJ  that  he  was  the  sonne  of  the 
knyjt.  an($  in  a  certeh)  day,  as  he  lustiJ  with  a  sone  of  the  knyjW, 
he  caste  him  downe  of  his  horse  myjttefuUy ;  an($  whenne  the  moder 
of  ^  knyjtetf  sone  harde  that.  She  was  hili  hevied,  anct  saide  to 
f reudricus,^  *'  Sey,  boy,  how  doist  Jk)w  be  so  hardy  to  smyte  downe 
80  my  Sonne  1  we  knowe  the  not^  we  not  whens  thow  ert»  bat  that 
thow  wei'  foundeo)  in  a  toune,  in  j?e  see."  Thenne  whenne  frendiicus 
harde  thes  wordes,  he  was  not  a  litle  storied  in  spirit,  and  saide  to 
hir,  "Dei*  modir,  and  am  I  not  thi  sonel"  "I  telle  the  c«rtepli," 
quod  she,  "  hei'  is  noon)  ]>at  knowithe  the,  ne  of  what  kynne  thow 
come."  ])enne  the  yonge  childe  wepte  sooi',  &  yede  to  the  kynge 
withe  an  hevie  cheei',  and  told  him  alle  how  that  she  saide  to  him. 
And  feid  he  saide,  ''  my  worshipfuUe  lorde,  I  trowid  ]>at  I  hadde 
bene  the  sone  of  the  knyjt^  and  now  I  see  wel  it  is  not  so ;  aii() 
fere  foi^,  sir,  I  praye  yowe,  sithe  I  was  norishid  by  yow,  that  ye  woUe 
make  me  a  knyjt,  for  in  this  Heme  I  shalle  no  leng^r  abide."  Thenne 
saide  the  kynge,  **  speke  no  swiche  wordes ;  I  have  hei'  a  dow^t^r, 
the  whiche  is  heyre  of  my  kyngedome,  and  hir  I  wolle  yeye  the  to 
wyfe,  yf  thowe  wolte  abyde  withe  me."  ])enne  saide  he,  "god 
forbede,  my  lorde,  that  I  do  soo,  For  noon)  knowithe  what  I  am,  ne 
who  is  my  fad^,  or  who  is  my  moder;  and  J>erefor  I  pray  yow 
hertely,  that  ye  wolle  avaonce  me  to  kny3thode,  for  I  wolle  goo  [to] 
the  holy  londe."  And  when)  he  hadde  saide  so,  the  kynge  yede,  & 
openid  his  cofir^  wher  the  tables  wei^  that  he  f onde,  and  the  cradille ; 
and  he  yaf  hem  to  him,  and  saide,  "  sone,  thow  art  lettered,  loke, 
and  rede  thes  letterea"  And  whenne  he  hadde  redde  how  he  was 
getin)  hi  twene  the  bro]>ere  &  \>e  soster,  he  cride  with  an  hie  Toyse, 
and  seide,  "  Alias  !  for  nowe  I  see  wel  that  I  was  goton)  and  broute 
f orthe  a  yene  the  wille  of  god,  in  ane  Orible  synne,  ho^e  in  the  sy^t 
of  god,  of  man,  &  of  angel.  A 1  goode  lorde,  helpe  that  I  wei'  a 
kny3t,  for  I  wolle  now  a-bowte  the  wordle,  for  the  synne  of  my  • 
fadris."  The  kynge  made  him  kny^t ;  and  thenne  he  hirid  a  shippe 
to  passe  the  water  towarde  the  holy  londe.  And  a  grete  wynde  Kos 
vp,  &  browte  the  shippe  to  the  havene  of  the  citee  wher  as  dwelte 
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his  modi^,  but  what  citee  oi'  what  kyngdom)  it  waa,  he  know  not. 
And  whenne  he  was  in  the  citee,  his  sqoiei'  so^te  an  host,  for  swiche 
^a  worthi  kny^t  to  be  eside  ynne ;  and  whenne  a  certeyn)  burgeys  of 
the  citee  sawe  him>  seminge  so  dowty  a  knyght,  he  grauntid  to  him 
hostage.  &  whenne  they  hadde  I-soupid,  freadrict<«  seyde  to  the 
bnigeyse,  "what  citee  is  this,  and  who  is  lorde  thereof?"  thenne 
saide  he,  "  This  is  the  [citee]  of  the  Emperoure,  that  yede  oonys  to 
the  holye  londe,  &  ^ere  he  dide ;  and  thenne  become  the  Empire 
into  the  hondes  of  his  sister,  by  line  of  heiitage ;  and  ]>6ref oi'  ^er  is 
a  doke  algate^  that  wold  have  hir  to  wjrfe,  and  she  wolde  not  consente 
to  him  by  no  waye ;  &  ]}erefoi'  he  hathe  conquerid  al  the  Empire 
by  his  swerde,  excepte  this  citee,  withe  The  casteH,  in  the  whiche 
casteH  dwellithe  the  Emperesse."  thenne  spake  the  yonge  kny^t  to 
the  boigeyse,  &  saide  to  him,  "  Deei'  sir,  I  pray  the  hertely  to  go  in 
myn  Erond,  %cil.  to  go  to  })e  master  of  the  casteti,  and  saye  to  him, 
that  yf  he  wolle  yeve  to  me  eny  wage^,  I  shalle  fight  for  yowe  al  tho 
hole  yei'."  And  whenne  the  burgeys  had  hard  })es  wordes,  he  was 
glad  and  locounde,  &  seide,  '^  I  am  certein)  that  he  wolle  be  Bight 
blithe,  &  glad  of  thi  comynge."  and  he  yede  to  that  master  of  the 
castdl,  &  saide,  ''  sir,  hei'  is  in  this  sitee  a  semly  yonge  kny3te,  that 
was  gestenid  wtVt  me  in  myn)  house  al  this  ny^t ;  and  he  wolle  fi^t 
for  yow  alle  this  yei*,  yf  ye  wolle  yeve  to  him  competente  salarye." 
)>enne  seyde  he, ''  Anoou)  brynge  him  to  me,  Fo[r]  I  wolde  ful  gladly 
JKxt  we  hadde  many  Swiche."  The  knyjt  com  to  him ;  &  ]>e  stiwarde 
was  t'ere  of  wel  apayde,  and  saide  to  him,  "  sir,  yf  ]}ou  wolt  fi3te  for 
]m  Empyi'  &  YS,  &  abyde  wtt^  vs,  I  shalle  go  for  ^  to  the  lady,  & 
eey  ]}yne  erande,  that  thowe  shalte  have  ^y  wylle."  Aftir  this,  he 
yede  to  the  lady,  &  tolde  hir  of  this  kny^t.  ''  bringe  him  hedir," 
quod  she,  '*  &  late  me  see  him ;  &  yf  he  wolle  fi^te  for  vs,  he  shalle 
not  fayle  of  good  mede."  ])enne  \q  stiward  browte  him  afoi'  hire, 
whenne  the  ladye  pei'ceyvid  him,  she  caste  hir  yen)  mervelovslye 
yppon)  his  pei'sone^  nej^eles  she  hadde  no  knowleche  that  he  was 
h[i3r  sone ;  and  she  made  covenant  wtt^  him,  that  he  shulde  abide 
withe  hir  a  yeei',  &  fy^t  for  hir,  &  for  J^e  Eight  of  the  Empire, 
ayenste  the  duke.     Anooh)  the  kny^t  be  ganne  to  Reyse  batail,  &  to 
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Bide  thorow  the  Empire;   and  whenne  the  duke  hard  that^  he 
gaderid  an)  hoste,  and  helde  batail  a-yenste  him.     Bat^  the  kny3t 
bare  him  dowtily  in  the  bataiH,  and  ou^rcome  the  duke ;  and  or  the 
yeeris  Ende  come  onte,  he  wanne  a-yene  ^alle  the  londes,  and  citees, 
&  castell^,  that  were  lost  by  the  duke.     And  whenne  the  yei'  was 
endid,  he  saide  to  the  Stiwarde,  **  sir,  now  is  my  tyme  done,  &  ^^re- 
fore  I  wolde  have  my  salari ;  for  ye  wote  in  what  kynne  state  I 
fonde  yowe,  &  how  that  I  have  labourid  for  yowe,  &  for  the  ryght 
of  yoni*  Empire,  and  j^erfoi'  yevithe  to  me  that  ye  hi^t  me,  and  thenne 
I  woUe  forthe  in  to  anoj^er  contree,  and  gete  me  a  name."     p&mQ 
saide  the  stiwarde  to  him  a-yene,  "  thow  hast  deliueiid  this  Empire 
welle  and  stronglye  fro  oure  Enmyes,  and  haste  deservid  goode  mede; 
I  wolle  goo  to  the  ladye,  &  se  what  she  wolle  seye  ^ere  ta"    he 
yede  in  to  the  chanmbi',  &  knelid  dovii),  and  salusid  hir,  and  said, 
"  woishipfoH  lady,  hei*  my  wordes.     ye  knowe  wel  that  ye  had  loste 
alle  the  Empii',  the  which  this  man)  hathe  wonne  a-yene,  and  now 
he  askithe  his  mede ;  and  J^erefor,  lady,  Rewardithe  him  wel,  and 
not  bnt  yf  he  hathe  deseniid  hit  wett."    ]?enne  saide  the  lady,  ^'  telle 
me  what  is  pi  counseitt  that  I  yeve  him,  &  he  shaH  have  hit." 
"  lady,"  quod  the  stiwarde,  "  yf  ye  wolde  do  aftir  my  connseifi,  hit 
shulde  tome  vs  alle  to  grete  profyte  &  worshipe ;  for  the  man  that 
pan  woldest  not  take  we  alle  have  sufferid  grete  harme,  and  thow 
haddist  loste  alle  thyne  Empire ;  and  J^erfore  I  wolde  counsaile  ^ 
that  thow  take  to  thyne  husbonde  the  yonge  kny^t,  for  he  is  semlye, 
&  wel  I-shape  and  J^^rto  gentii,  &  stronge  in  bataille."    penne  saide 
she,  '*  &  yf  hit  be  youre  counseill',  I  am  Redy  to  f ulfille  hit."     thenne 
this  stiward  was  glad  I-nowe,  and  yede  oute  to  pQ  kny^t,  and  tolde 
him,  that  hit  was  plesynge  to  the  lady  to  have  him  to  husbonde ;  & 
shortly  to  sey,  thei  wez*  weddid  to-gedi'.     &  at  hir  fest  wei'  alle 
lordes  &  ladijs  of  the  Empii',  and  alle  thei  wei^  contente  of  this 
manage,  because  that  he  so  deliuerlye  &  worthely  delinerid  hem  fro 
hir  thraldoni).     And  aftir  the  makynge  of  this  matrimonye,  pej  lovid 
to-geder  moi'  thanne  eny  man  canne  seye.     but  the  kny^t  vsid^ 
euery  daye,  whenne  he  shulde  goo  to  mete,  to  entre  in  to  a  pnVe 
chaumbi^,  wher  as  he  had  leyde  fe  litle  tablis  ]>at  wez*  withe  him  in 
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the  cradille;  anc^  thenne  he  wolde  opyiuie  hem,  and  rede  the 
scripture  of  them,  howe  that  he  was  hegotin)  bitwene  bro^^re  & 
siist^r ;  aOid  theime  he  wolde  falle  to  the  grounde,  and  soi'  wepe ;  Ss 
tlienne  he  wolde  washe  his  face,  &  come  in  to  the  halle,  andf  shew 
per  a  good  murye  chere.  And  he  was  I-lovid  of  a,¥t  peple,  for  that 
he  bai'  him  so  welle  in  alle  his  werkes;  and  thei  was  ^noon) 
Smperome  knowyn)  afore  him,  that  enere  govemid  the  Empire  so 
vreL  Happyng  in  a  day,  as  he  Bode  on)  huntynge,  that  ther  come  a 
damiseH  of  the  palays  to  the  lady  the  Emperesse,  and  saide  to  nir, 
**  my  lady,  hast  thow  not  Offend  my  lorde  fe  Emperotir  ] "  "  No, 
for  sothe,"  quod  the  lady,  "  for  ther  is  nothinge  vndir  hevene  that  I 
Irve  so  moche,  and  fore  love  I  toke  him,  and  made  him  my  lorde ; 
but  I  wolde  wete  whi  that  thow  spekist  soo?"  "For  sothe,"  quod 
she,  '*  for  en^ry  day  afoi'  mete,  whenne  the  hordes  ei'  sette  and  made 
xedye.  The  Emp^oure  gothe  into  swiche  a  chauinbz'  glad  I-nowe, 
bat  when)  he  comythe  oute,  al  his  visage  is  wepingly ;  and  thenne 
he  wasshithe  hit,  that  the  wepinge  be  not  I-s^ne.  And  this  I  have 
ofte  tyme  I-seyne,  but  I  note  what  is  the  cause.**  Thenne  when)  the 
lEImperesse  had  harde  this,  she  enterid  into  that  chaumbei',  and 
soinrte  a-bowte  frome  hole  to  hole,  to  loke  what  she  myght  fynde 
pere',  and  at  the  laste  she  fonde  in  an  hole  ij.  tables;  and  she 
openid  hem,  and  Radde  the  scripture  that  she  hade  wreten)  withe 
hir  owne  hondes.  And  thenne  she  saide  to  hir  selfe,  "  how  shulde 
euer  thes  tablis  come  to  my  lorde,  but  yf  that  he  wei'  my  sone  1 
Owte,  alias  1  for  synne,  that  euere  I  was  I-boi',  for  I  have  weddid 
myn)  owne  sone  1"  she  felledowne  to  the  grounde,  gelling  &  criyuge, 
that  hit  was  sorow  to  hei'.  kny^tes  that  wei'  in  the  halle  harde  hir 
Toyse,  and  Ranne  to  hir,  and  askid  hir  what  was  the  cause  of  hir 
criing.  "  A !  deei*  and  gentille  kny3te*,"  quod  she,  "  I  am  a  lost 
womman  but  I  see  my  lorde  the  sonner."  A-noon)  thei  sente  to  fe 
forest,  and  tolde  hit  to  the  Emperoure ;  &  saide  he  most  leve  his 
playe,  and  come  home,  in  aH  the  hast  that  myte  be.  And  so  he 
dude ;  withe  a  grete  hevines  he  lefte  his  playe,  &  come  home,  he 
wente  in  to  the  chaumbr',  &  spirid  of  the  ladye  what  was  the  cause 
of  hir  momyuge.     thenne  she  saide,  "  I  woUe  J^at  alle  that  hny  heci-^ 
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withe  Ys  go  from)  vs  or  I  telle  it  the,  for  bit  is  a  pr^vj  case  that  I 
have  to  seye  to  the."  And  thenne  she  seide,  "  sir,  I  have  made  a 
Yowe  to  god,  that  I  shafi  not  passe  this  bedde,  til  tyme  that  thowe 
telle  me  in  what  contre  that  thowe  were  I-bore."  Jjenne  saide  he, 
*'  Dei'  lady,  whi  spekist  thowe  sweche  wordes  9  nej^les,  yf  I  sh^ 
sey  the  sope,  I  note  in  what  kyngdom)  or  contre  that  I  was  home." 
Thenne  saide  she,  "  I  haYe  also  made  snofer  Yowe,  and  for  to  wete 
or  ever  1^  Ete  mete,  who  was  thi  fadei*  &  thi  moderV  Thenne 
aonswerid  he,  "  This  canne  I  telle,  that  whanne  I  was  a  flEuitekyii),  I 
was  fonde  in  a  tonne,  in  a  cradyl  wiihiid  'hit;  &  fro  that  tpie  I 
haYe  [bene]  norisshid,  noried;  norturid,  and  tau^te  in  the  same 
contre ;  and,  lady,  moi*  canne  I  not  telle  yow."  whenne  the  Emiweis 
badde  barde  thes  wordes,  she  drowe  oute  at  hir  bosome  the  tahles 
that  she  fonde,  &  saide  to  him,  ''Sawe  ye  neu^  thes  tables,  the 
whiche  I  put  wtt^  the  in  thi  cradil,  withe  myn)  owne  bondesl" 
And  whenne  the  Emperoure  herde  thes  wordes,  he  f elle  downe  od)  a 
swoune  on)  oo  syde,  and  the  lady  in  A-nofer ;  and^  bothe  thei  wepte 
soi',  and  Eente  hir  clothis  for  sorowe,  and  worde  my3te  now])«r  of 
hem  speke.  And  whenne  the  sorow  was  somwhat  shaken)  of,  ^nne 
saide  she  to  the  Emperot<r,  ''  A !  sone  myne,  alias !  that  euer  I  was 
borne,  and  woo  worthe  the  onre  that  euer  I  was  made  in !  Out, 
alias !  for  lo !  my  sone,  &  sone  of  my  broj^ere,  is  nowe  my  husbonde. 
lo !  in  how  many  cheynis  that  fe  deYil  bathe  I-teyde  me  Inne ! " 
And  thenne  saide  he,  ''A  !  dei'  modir,  bo];e  modir  &  wyf ;  alias  & 
wo  be  to  me,  wrecche,  that  so  many  wrecchidnessis  be]>e  in  met 
lorde,  that  I  ne  badde  be  dreint,  whenne  thow  castist  me  in  to  the 
see !  A !  lorde  god,  what  sorowe  wei'  I  worth!  to  ha-Ye,  that  have 
weddidi  lorde,  yf  my  synnys  wei*  weyde,  bi  the  whiche  I  have 
servid  thi  wrethe ;  sif  en)  thow  thi  self e  [hast  saide,]  Filius  non  por- 
iabit  iniguitatem  patris^  The  sone  shalle  not  bei*  the  wickidnesse  of 
the  fadir.  but  I  may  not  be  Excusid,  for  my  lyf  is  endid  in  wickid- 
nesse. Alias  I  therfo^,  that  euer  I  were*  bred  I "  And  thenne  saide 
she,  "  Dere  sone,  sette  thin)  hope  in  thi  lorde  god,  for  he  wolle  not 
for-sake  the  synner  in  nede.  late  ys  be  contrite,  confessid,  &  com- 
munid ;  and  aftir  that  we  haYe  Reseyvid  oure  lorde,  late  god  do  his 
»  or  every,  MS.  •  leaf  196,  col.  2.  '  ward/-,  MS. 
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wille."     The  Emperonre  sent  aftir  a  prest,  and  they  wei*  bothe 
shriven  at  him.     And  whenne  thai  wei'  bothe  confessid,  &  contrite, 
J^e  modir  saide  to  the  body  of  Crist  in  thes  woides,  "  A !  lorde  god, 
powe  pst  sufferidest  passion)  for  me  in  the  cros,  and  that  now  liest 
ypon)  the  patene  of  the  chalis,  in  forme  of  brede,  have  mercy  of  my 
swete  sone,  husbonde,  &  cosyn),  for  thi  grete  me7*cy,  that  he  may  be 
clone  of  his  synnys,  and  yelde  to  the  a  &ire  soule,  withe  a  gladnesse, 
in  to  thi  dwellynge  place  that  is  eue^nnoi'  lastyng/'     Then)  saide  the 
Emperonre,  "  A !  goode  lorde,  that  bovtiste  me  in  the  crosse,  have 
m^rcy  of  my  modir  in  J^is  node,  as  fon  Entredist  in  to  the  worlde  for 
love  of  synnerys,  and  not  for  Eightwysmen,  &  for  hem  shadist  thi 
presions  blode ;  and,  gracious  lorde,  for-yeye  al  that  euere  she  hathe 
trespassid  ynto  the,  and  take  her  sprite,  and  brynge  hit  to  thin) 
Endles  loye.     Amen  !  '^  And  thenne,  whenne  alle  this  was  seide,  the 
body  of  Crist  liyng  vpon)  the  awter,  seyde^  wttA  an)  hihe  voyse,  "  I 
made  yowe  of  'nonte ;  I  have  take  youre  contricioii)  &  confessioii) ;  I 
for  yeve  yow  fully  your  synnis ;  I  Besseyve  [yow]  fro  hens  forwarde 
to  my  loye;  and  pia  day  &.  eua9*emore  I  shalle  dwelle  vriih  yowe." 
And  when)  thei  harde  thes  wordes,  thei  fiUe  downe  to  the  grounde, 
and  openid  hir  mouthis  to  Eesceyve  the  body  of  Criste ;  and  pere 
thei  Kesseyvid  hit,  and  yelde  hir  soulis  to  god,  and  maried  in  at  the 
j&tes  of  hevene. 

HORALITEE. 

DEre  frendis,  now  takithe  hede  to  me.  This  Emperoure  is  the 
fadii'  of  hevene,  whiche  hathe  only  oo  sone,  and  oo  doubter  ^ 
glorious,  havyng  angelis  kynde  and  mankynde;  but  the 
hro^^ere  filid  the  suster,  acil,  the  devil  deceyvid  the  firste  fadir  Adam), 
&  mode  him  withe  childe, — how  sol  for  alle  mankynd  spronge  of 
liim.  ]}e  sone  yede  oute  of  the  Empii',  whenne  that  lucifere  felle 
downe  from)  hevene,  &  he  dide,  whenne  that  he  loste  the  lyf  of 
eu^re  laatyng  blisse.  the  kny3t,  that  norisshed  pe  sust^,  was  moyses, 
that  hield  the  olde  lawe,  bi  teching  of  the  whiche  lawe  he  norisshed 
the  peple  pat  wei'  that  tyme.  And  the  ladye  chyldid  in  keping  of 
the  kny^te,  acil.  browte  forthe  our  kynde,  in  tyme  of  the  olde  lawe, 
a  childe,  set/.  Crist,  of  the  vtrgine  marie,  of  the  seed  of  dauid  of  the 

'  8>'de,  MS.        ?  leaf  196,  back,  col.  1.        '  is  duo^t^r,  MS. 
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modir  syde,  and  conseyyid  by  the  holy  goste,  and   putte  in  the 
ctadille,  lappid  withe  dothis.     tahlis  wei*  I-putte  in  the  cnidil,  kU. 
treaours  of  wisdom)  &  of  connynge ;  and  he  was  I-putte  in  the  tonne 
of  the  godhede.     the  silu^  &  fe  golde  that  wei'  in  the  crad^  was 
the  power*  of  the  fadir^  &  wisdom)  of  the  sone.     he  was  I-caste  into 
the  see,  sciY.  in  to  this  worlde,  wher  he  levid  moi'  ^anne  ])ritty  yei* 
in  poverte,  like  to  the  flood  of  the  see,  for  [he]  was  cast  in  tribuladoii). 
The  kny^t,  that  toke  him  to  be  norisshed,  is  the  holye  gtMte,  the 
whiche  descendid  in  likenesse  of  a  dove ;  and  lohn  baptiste  baptisid 
hem  withe  his  owne  hondes,  &  he  yaf  him  to  the  kny^te,  set?,  to  the 
godhede,  to  be  norisshed,  whenne  [he]  saide,  Eece  !  Agnus  del  I  lo ! 
]>e  lambe  of  god  1    Qui  post  me  veniiy  ante  me  /axshu  estf  etiiua  nan 
sum  dignvLd  cfdciamenta  solverej  He  that  comithe  aftii  me,  was  I-made 
afoi*  me,  of  whom  I  am  not  worthi  to  yuloos  his  shone.     Aftirwaid 
the  sone  was  I-made  a  kny^t,  whenne  ^he  biganne  to  pieche  at  zzz^. 
yeei'.     the  sone  of  the  kny^t  accnsid  him  to  pilate,  seinge,  Hie 
sedueit  jTopuZum  dei,  [et  FUium  De%\  se  dicU^  )}es  deseeyvithe  the 
peple,  and  clepithe  him  the  sone  of  god.    And  })erefor  sone  after  he 
yede,  and  fawte  a-yenste  the  duke,  set?.  ^  devil,  and  he  onercome 
him,  and  wan)  the  Empii*  of  hevene ;  and  so  he  weddid  his  owne 
moder,  wiL  holye  chirche,  the  whiche  is  onre  gostlye  mod^r.    The 
Emperoure  yede  to  him  what  tyme  that  Gryste  prechid  of  the  tree 
of  hevene ;  and  j^erfore  iewes  and  paynymis  wolde  have  slayno  him. 
And  ]}erefore  holye  chirche,  in  maner  of  sorowing,  syngithe  in  tyme 
of  the  passion),  VexUla^  regia  prodeunt,  ])e  baneis  of  the  kynge 
shewithe  oute.    And  she  fonde  the  writen)  tables,  sct7.  his  passioo), 
clerly  y-now  made  by  the  iiy.  Euatingeliste« ;    and  ther  fox*  she 
sorowithe,  that  the  Innocent  shold  be  slayne  withe  onto  synne ;  as 
holye  writte  seithe,  Non  Est  inventtts  dolus  in  ore  Eitis,  vt  tpse  pro 
nobis  mori  deberet,  ))eTe  was  I-founde  no  falshede  or  gyle  in  his 
mothe,  that  he  shulde  deye  for  vs.    And  ]>erefore  Eche  man)  owithe 
to  sorowe  for  his  synnys.     The  preat  brake  the  body  of  Criste  in 
twoo,  BciL  Crist,  whenne  he  made  [a  feste]  to  his  disciplis.    ])e  lady 
felle  downe  as  dede,  whenne  that  Criste  seyde,  Trisiis  est  anima  mea 
vsque  ad  mortem ;  Pater,  si  possibUe  est,  transeai^  a  ma  ealix  iste, 

*  leaf  196,  back,  col.  2.  *  Vexilia,  MS.     .     '  tranfliat;  Ha 
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My  sonle  is  heyy  or  soiye  vnto  the  dethe ;  f adir,  yf  it  be  possible, 
lat  fia  chaljs  go  or  passe  fro  me.  Andf  lie  saide  opinlye  to  his 
disciples,  Jioe  Est  corpus  tneum  ;  hoc  facite  in  meam  canmemaracianemy 
This  ia  to  seye,  this  is  my  body ;  this  doj^e  into  my  mynde.  Aiu) 
80  eche  of  vs  owithe  to  do,  to  ete  andf  to  Seceyre  the  body  of  Crist, 
in  swiche  clone  lyie,  that  we  mowe  entre  into  fe  tabernacles  eu^r- 
kstynge.    Axnen ! 

[  LXII.  ] 
SOLEMIUS  A  WYSE  EMPjK^ORR 

(how  a   guardian   RBOOVBRED  HIB   WARD  WHO  HAD   BEEN   LOST.) 

POlemius  was  a  wise  Emp^ronre  Reignynge  in  the  sitee  of 
Rome,  J>e  wiche  weddiJ  to  wyve  fe  dowter  of  the  kyng  of 
tonyke ;  &  ^  womman)  was  fail',  &  gentill  in  shape ;  and 
she  conseyoid  &  bare  a  faire  sone.  And  whenne  lordes  harde  hex' 
of,  ^y  come  Echon)  aftir  opere  to  the  Emperoure,  and  askid  of  him 
the  childe  to  norishe.  And  thenne  the  Emp^roure  seide  to  hem, 
"  to-morow  shaR  be  [a]  tomamenty  and  who  so  of  yow  wynni]}e  fere 
fe  yictory,  he  ehalle  have  my  sone  in  his  gongrnayle,  vndir  this 
conducioii),  ^at  if  he  goneme  ^  wele  my  sone,  I  shall  highly  avaunce 
him,  and  if  he  do  not,  he  shalbe  shamely  shent."  *'  sir,*'  quo&  thei, 
''this  liketh  wele  to  ys."     So  the  thridde  day  all  were  in  the 

*  leaf  197,  ool.  1. 

[Second  Version,     Addit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  45,  back.] 

[  xxxir. 

POlemyus^  in  the  citee  of  Eome  reigned,  a  fuH  wise  man,  that 
toke  to  wyf  the  kynges  dooghtir  of  Trance,  that  ^was  a  faire 
woman;  the  whiche^  conseyved,  and  had  a  faire  sone. 
f  That  herd  the  wise  men,  and  went  to  the  Emparour,  and'  eche 
by  hem  self<  asked  the  child  to  norissh.  If  he  said,  ''to-morow 
shall  be  a  turnement,  and  ye  shnil  bB.  be  there ;  and  who  so  dothe 
best  amonge^  you  shaH^  have  the  victorie,  and^  shatt  have  my  sone 
to  norissh,  vndir  this  forme.  That  [if  ^]  he  norisdl  wele  my  sone, 
and  he®  shaH  be  promoted  to  grete  dignyte,  or  els  I  shaH  condempne 
hym  to  the  most  foule  dethe."  If  "  0 !  sir,"  said  the  knyghtes, 
'*this  liketh  ys  wele."    and  on  the  morow  thei  were  all  gadred  in^ 

'  RemuluB.        •  Om.        •  On^        *  of.        *  and  ehalle.         •  he. 
'  Supplied  from  C.  *  and  he,  M&.  •  to. 
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tumeament,  &  pleid ;  &  among  aH  othir  thei'  was  a  noble  knjg&i, 
and  a  hardy,  namyd  losias,  and  he  gate  the  victoij.  &  perfoie  he 
toke  the  chil(),  &  bare  him  with  him,  &  sent  messangers  home  afore 
to  his  casteH,  for  to  make  aH  dene,  both  jnwan)  and  outeward,  and 
also  a  bed  in  myddis  of  ]>e  place,  for  the  child.  &  he  ordeined  also 
vij.  craftis  abowte  it  y-peynt^  in  the  entent  p&t  the  childe  my^te, 
what  tyme  that  he  sholde  be  wakyJ,  beholde  the  craftis,  and  tiie 
EidH  payntynge  yn  hem,  and  haue  delectacion)  in  hem.  Now  beside 
})e  bed  of  the  childe  was  a  wdi,  and  ouer  the  weU  was  a  wyndowe, 
by  the  which  light  come  yn ;  and  a  man  was  assigned  to  kepe  the 
key  of  the  doi'  of  that  house.  But  it  happyd  in  a  tyme,  ]>at  ^  lady 
lef te  ye  doz*,  of  negligence ;  and  whan  ^e  dore  was  y-lefte  op]^,  ther 
come  a  beei',  and  entryd  in  to  ^e  weti',  and  bathid  hym  in  it,  ^orj 
whom  aH  the  wat^  was  infecte  wit^  yenym),  and  then  he  ^ede  his 
way.  Anoon  aft^r  come  the  lord  and  the  lady,  and  dronke  of  the 
wat^r,  and  aft^r  hem  come  aH  hii'  meyne,  and  dronke  of  the  same, 
for  grete  hete  of  the  )ere;   and  as  many  as  dronke  fer  of  were 


[Second  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

the  tumement,  and  plaied.  and  there  was  one^  worthy  knyght 
amonge  hem,  that  had  the  victorie,  whos  name  was  losias.  anon)^ 
he  toke  the  child,  and  ledde  it  with  hym;  and  sent  messangers 
before  hym'  to  his  casteH,  and  did  make  aH  clene  with  in  an({  with 
out,  and  for  to  array  the  bedde  of  the  childe,  in  the  myddes.  he^ 
did  paynte  the^  vij.  artes  aboute  the  bed,  so  that  whan  the  child 
Vas  waked  from*  slepe,  he  myght  se  the  vij.  artes,  and  have  delite 
in  hem.  IF  This  knyght  than^  had  a  vertuous  welle  beside  ^his 
bedde,^  in  the  whiche  welle  the  child  was  wont  to  be  bathed. 
IF  Aboue  this  welle  alone  ^  was  a  wyndow,  by  the  whiche  the  sonne 
shone  in ;  and  one  was  assigned  to  kepe  the  kaye  of  the  welle,  and 
that  was  the  knyghte^  wyf«.  IF  It  happed  ones,  that  the  lady  lefte 
the  dore  open,  'and  a  Bere  wente  in,i®  and  bathed  hym^^  in  the  welle, 
of  whos  bathyng  ^^^  the  watir  was  enfecte  with  venyme.  whan  the 
Bere  had  done,  he  wente  his  way ;  and  sone  af  tir  come  the  lord  and 
the  lady,  and  dronkeri)  bothe  of  the  watir,^^  and  went  out.  and^*  aftir 
hem  tasted  of  the  watir  aH  the  meyne,  for  the  weddir  was  bote ; 
wherfore  alle  that  dronken)  of  the  watir  were  made  lepers,  as  wele 

*  a.       •  And  anone.       *  Om,       *  And  he.      *  Om,      •  were  wakenyd  fro. 

^  Om,  *  the  bedde  of  the  childe.  *  there. 

10  Ther  was  a  bere  that  saw  the  dore  opyn^,  and  went  hym  in.         "   Oai, 

•*  leaf  46.  *'  welle.  '*  Om, 
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j-maad  lepremeii),  set?.  botlL  the  lord  and  ]>e  lady,  and  aH  that  othir 
meyne.  And  sone  aftzV  tber  come  in  at  the  wyndowe  a  gret  Egle, 
and  tooke  the  child  ante  of  his  bed,  and  fly  his  way.  And  whan 
the  kny^t  hadde  perceyvyd  that,  he  bitterly  wepte,  and  saide, 
"Alias !  that  euer  I  was  borne,  for  nowe  I  am  but  ded,  with,  my 
wife  and  aH  my  meyne  ! "  And  as  he  was  in  such  care  and  sorowe, 
\er  com  to  him  a  lech,  and  saide,  ''  Do  aftir  my  conseil,  and  \om 
sbalt  be  hole.  Thow  most  be  latyn)  blode,  with  thi  wife,  and  aH 
thyne  meyne ;  and  after  thowe  most  be  bathid ;  and  thenne  I  shaH 
leye  a  medecyn)  to  the;  and  thenne,  whan  ^ovl  art  hole,  ]}ou  shalt 
go  by  downys  and  by  dalys,  w»t^  aH  thy  meyne,  for  to  seke  \q 
childe,  for  it  may  not  be  but  ]>at  ])e  I^le  hath  late  him  fsdi  in  some 
placa"  And  the  knyjt  wrojte  in  9JA  thes  thinges,  right-*  as  the  leche 
told  him ;  and  when  he  ysyd  his  medecyn),  after  that  ])ei  wei'  latyn) 
blode,  he  was,  wil£  aH  his  meyne,  clensyd  of  the  lepre.  And  then 
he  roode  on  his  paUray,  and  tooke  iii.  sqwyerys  with  him,  and 
solute  ^  childe ;  and  at  ]}e  last  they  founde  j?e  childe  in  a  yaley. 
And  thenne  the  kny^t  was  so  mury  in  herte,  that  \€r  cowth  no  man 

\8econd  Vernon.     Addit  MS,  9066.] 

the  lord  as  the  lady,  'and  aH  other,  never  the  lesse  the  lepre 
appered  not  anon).  IF  But  sone  aftir  entred  a  grete  Egle  by  the 
wyndow,  and^  toke  away  his  child  out  of  his  bedde,  and  bare  it 
awaye  with  hym.  and  whan  the  knyght  perseived  this,  he  wepte 
bitterly,  and  said,  "  Alias !  alias !  whi  was  I  born)  1  I  am  the  sone 
of"  dethe,  and  a  lepre,  and  my  wyf  also,  and  aH  my  meyne  I "  and 
whan  he  was  thus  in  this^  grete  hevynesse  and  desolacion),  there 
come  to  hym  a  leche,  and  said,  ^*  ^  Do'  aftir  my  counsaile,  and  after 
thoa  shalt  not  for-thynk*  the  dede.  first  thou  shalt  be  lette  blood, 
with  thi  wyf,  and  aH  thi  meyne,  and  be  bathed ;  and  than  shaH  I 
laye  to  medecynes.*  and  afterward,  'whan  thou  art  hole,*  thou  shalt 
go  by  hilles  and  dales,  with  aH  thi  meyne,  for  to  seke  the  child  ;  for 
it  may  not  be  but  that  the®  Egle  hathe  lette  the  child  in  some  place 
falle  from  hym."  IF  The  knyght  wrought  in  aH  thyng  ^by  the 
counsaile  of  the  leche  ^;  and  whan  he  had  take  medecyne  after  ^ 
bledyng,  he  was  made  clene  of  aH  his  lepre,  and  his  wyf,  and  aH  his 
meyne.  IT  Than  he  went  vpon  his  stede,  with  iij.  squyers,  for  to 
8eke  the  child,  and  in  a  valeye^  he  found  the  child  hole  and 
fioonde ;  the  whiche  was  more  glad  of  the  fyndyng  ^an  hort  may 

'  An  1  an  egle.         *  bis.        '  '*  A 1  do.        *  other  medycynes.        *  Om. 
•  Om,  ^  Om,  •  after  his.  •  vale. 
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telle  it,  and  in  kis  gret  ioy  he  maade  a  grete  fest,  and  ^bo  ke  biou^t 
the  childe  to  the  Emperour,  his  fadir.  And  nrhenne  ^  Emperour 
sawe  his  childe  in  good  helthe,  and  in  goode  state,  he  commendid 
hyely  the  kny3t,  and  avauncyd  him  to  hye  dignite^  and  a  faire  lyfe 
he  endyd. 

HORALITB. 

Deere  fiendis,  piB  Emperour  is  the  Fadir  of  Heyene.  The 
childe  is  our  lord  ihe^u  crista  whom  manye  desiritfi  for  to 
norish,  whenne  that  they  Eeceyvid  hii*  comnnynge ;  but  he 
that  pleyith  best,  act!,  doith  most  penaunce,  or  best  ouercomith  )» 
deviH,  he  shaH  haue  the  childe  ihera  in  his  hous,  sct7.  in  his  herte. 
the  kny^t,  that  tooke  fe  childe,  is  a  goode  cristyn)  maib,  that  irele 
blessidly  hatk  fast  idl  the  quadragesme.  And  ^^or  do  as  dude  fe 
kny3t,  scil.  send  afore  the  messagers,  scU,  m^rytory  werkys,  to  ^ 
casteli  of  thyne  hert,  and  it  [shalle]  be  clansid  fro  aH  spotfcys  of 
synne ;  and  so  the  child  ihesu  shaU  lygge  in  the  myddys  of  thyne 
harte.  The  weH  is  mercy,  the  which  owith  eu^  to  be  beside  ihefu, 
for  he  that  is  withoute  mercy  and  charite,  he  may  not  noris^  ihera. 
But  then  ofte  tyme  pQ  wife,  bcU,  pe  flessh,  berith  the  key  of  charite, 

>  leaf  197,  ool.  2. 
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thynk*,  and  for  grete  ^  ioye  he  made  a  grete  fest,  and  so  he  ledde  the 
child  to  the  Emperour.  IF  whan  the  Emperour  saw  the  child,  he 
was  right  glad,  and  promoted  the  knyght  to  grete  thynges;  and  so^ 
ended  his  lyf  in  pease. 

IF  Beclaracio.  This  Emperour,  frendes,  is  the  Fadir  of  heven). 
the  child  is  our  lord  Ihesu  crist,  the  whiche  many  desire  for  to 
norissh,  and  namly  in  Esteme  tyme,  whan  thei  have  resceired 
contricioxi).  Keverthelesse  he  that  beres  hym  in  the  tumement,  that 
is,  he  that  dothe  best  penaunce,  and  over-cometh  the  deveH,  shali 
have  the  child  Ihesu  to  norissh.  IF  The  knyght,  that  resceived  the 
child,  is  a  good  cnsten)  man,  that  wele  and  holely  bathe  fasted  idi 
lenton).  therfor  do  thou  as  the  knyght  did ;  send  for  messangers, 
tho  be  meritorie  werkes,  vnto  the  casteli  of  thyh)  hert,  that  it  be 
clensed  of  aH  spottes  of  synne ;  and  so  the  child  Ihesu  shall  lye  in 
the  myddes  of  thyn)  hert.  IF  The  welle  is  mercy,  that  oweth  to  be 
beside  ^the  child  Ihesu;  for  he  that  is  wit^  oute  mercy  and 
charitee,  sh^  not  norissh  the  child  Ihesu.     IF  But  ofte  sithe  the 

'  Om,  *  Ow.  »  leaf  46,  back. 
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afld  levitB  the  dooi*  opyn),  by  )»e  whicfi  a  bei*  entryt&,i  sc*/.  fe 
devitt,  and  puttitH  yenym)  of  synne  in  the  weH  of*  mercy;  and 
^erfote  the  irife,  acU,  the  flesche  or  Keeen),  and  aB.  membris  that 
mynystrys  to  the  venym)  of  synne,  ben  infecte.  The  wyndowe  at  f e 
which  enterith  lighte,  is  the  grace  of  the  holy  goat,  by  ^  whicti  a 
man)  levith,  and  is  confortyc^;  and  by  this  wyndowe  entente  an 
E^le,  scU,  the  power  of  god,  which  berit^  away  ihesvL  fro  thyn)  hart. 
And,  sir,  if  it  be  come  to  this  poynt,  foM  hast  gret  cause  to  sorowe, 
as  dade  ])e  kny^te.  But  what  shalt  pon  do  ])6rfore1  Certenly  send 
aftir  a  sotifi  leche,  acU.  a  discrete  confessour^  pQ  which  shaH  ^ive  to 
^  goo<l  conseiH,  that  fon  and  thyne  meyne  be  latyn)  blood,  BciL  pat 
p<n  leeve  aH  thy  synne,  by  the  vayne  of  the  tunge,  bifoi'  ]}i 
confessour ;  and  |»enne  that  pan  be  bathid  by  teeris  of  compuncdon) 
and  contricion) ;  and  J^enne  pan  my3te  receyre  medicyn)  of  eatisfaccion) ; 
and  thenne  pou  shalt  be  clansyd  fro  aH  synfuH  lepi' ;  and  then  leepe 
vpon)  the  palfray  of  goode  life,  with  i\j.  sqwyers,  acU,  fastyng*, 
piayng*,  and  almysded.     And  if  pon  do  thus,  with  oute  dowte  pou 

'  entrydtf,  MS. 
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wyf^,  that  is,  the  flessh,  that  bereth  the  keye  of  chastite,  levethe^ 
the  dore  open),  by  the  whiche  of  te  sithe  the  Bere  entrethe,  that  is, 
the  dey^,  and  puttithe  venyme  in  the  welle  of  mercy ;  and  therfore 
the  hnsbond  and  the  wyf*,  that  is,  the  flessh,  and  reson),  and  aH  the 
membres,  that  tasten)  of  that  venyme  of  synne,  are  enfected,  and 
made  lepres.  IT  And  the  wyndow,  by  the  whiche  the  light  entred, 
is  the  grace  of  the  holy  gost,  by  the  whiche  a  man  livel^  gostly, 
and  is  comforted.  IF  By  this  wyndow  entreth  an  Egle,  that  is,  the 
myght  of  god,  that  taket^  away  the  child  Ihesu  out  of  thyn)  hert ; 
and  so  bathe  man  grete  herte  and  matir  of  sorowyng.  what  is  than 
for  to  do  ]  If  For  sothe  for  to  send  aftir  a  soteH  leche,  that  is,  a 
discrete  confessour,  that  shaH  yeve  the  counsaile  for  to  blede,  and 
ati  thy  meyne,  that  is,  that  thou  put  out  alle  thi  synne  by  the  vayne 
of  thi  tonge  before  thi  confessour ;  and  than  shalt  thou  be  bathed 
by  teres  of  confession),  conpunccion),  and  contriccioh) ;  and  after  that 
thou  shalt  have  a  liteH  medecyne  of  satisfaccion),  and  so  thou  shalt 
be  made  hole  fro  aH  spices  of  the  lepre  of  synne.  ^  Than  assend 
vp  on  the  stede  of  good  lyf*,  with  ii^j.  Squyers,  that  is,  fastynge, 
praiyng,  and  almesse-dede ;  and  yf  thou  do  thus,  with  outen  doute 

1  that  levethe,  MS. 
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fihalt  ^fynde  the  childe  ihesn  in  the  valey,  bcU,  in  mankynde,  and 
not  in  an  hille,  bciL  in  pryde ;  and  thenne  pou.  may  norissh  pe  childe 
in  a  dewe  maner ;  for  norisshing*  of  whom  the  Fadir  of  heyene  shaH 
avaunce  the  in  his  k3mgdom)  euerlastyng*.  Ad  ^uodpetducai  omnia 
bona  concedenal    Amen. 

[  LXin.  ] 
THEOBALDUS  THE  EMP^^OUE. 

(how  a   knight  who  had   HURDBRED  an   EARI*  for  his  MONET 

WAS   PUNISHED.) 

TheobalduB  legnyd  Emperoui'  in  ]}e  cite  of  Rome;  and  he 
ordenyd  for  a  lawe,  that  no  man,  in  payne  of  deth,  sjiolde 
wedde  ony  woman)  for  hire  faimesse,  hut  for  hire  Bichesse ; 
and  also,  if  that  the  woman)  were  Kich,  and  he  poor',  he  ordenyd  }^i 
)>e  woman)  shuld  not  take  hym,  hut  it*  he  wei'  as  rich  as  she.  So  ^ 
was  in  J^e  Empire  a  gentiti  kny3t,  hut  he  was  pooi',  and  he  hadde  no 
wife;  and  })erfore  he  sought  ahowte  fro  kyngdom)  to  kyngdom)  to 
gete  him  a  wife.  At  the  last  he  mette  with  a  faire  semely  lady,  and 
she  was  riche^  in  possession).  And  ])e  knyjt  come  to  hire,  and 
saide,  "Dame,  is  it  thi  wiit  to  haue  me  to  thyn  hushondl"  Thenne 
>  leaf  197,  back,  coK  1.  '  richtf  riohe,  MS. 
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thou  shalt  wele  mow  norissh  the  swete  child  Ihesu,  for  the  whicfi 
norisshyng  the  Fadir  of  heven)  shaH  yeve  the  ever-lastynge 
kyngdome  of  heven).  to  the  whiche  bryng  vs  that  child  Jhe^vs! 
amen. 

[  XXXVI.   leaf  50.  ] 

Theohaldus  in  the  Citee  of  Home  Eeigned,  that  ordeyned  a 
lawe,  that  no  man,  on  payh)  of  dethe,  shuld  wedde  a  wyf  for 
any  fairenesse  or  gentilenesse,  but  alone  ^  for  richesse ;  and  yf 
any'  man  were  poore,  and  the  woman  riche,  the  woman  shuld  not 
take  hym,  but'  he  were  as  riche  as  she.  IT  There  was  that  tyme  a 
gentile  knyght ;  but  he  was  poore,  and  had  no  wyf*.  he  went  by 
dyucrse  reames^  and  castels,  for  to  fynd  a  wyf";  atte*  last  he  found 
a  faire  lady  and  a  riche,  that  had  right  many  richesse.  IT  The 
knyght  said  to  her,  "01  my  dere  lady,  is  it  nought^  pleasyng  to  you 
to  take  me  to  be ^  yotir  husbond,  or  nought®?"     She  said,  "tliou 

*  aUe  only.        '  the.        *  but  if.        *  regnes.        '  and  at  the. 
*  oght.  ^  Otn.  '  none. 
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she  answericPy  and  saide,  ''  Deei'  frend,  pou  knowist  fe  lawe,  )>at  no 
man  sbnld  take  a  woman),  ne  no  woman)  a  man),  but  if  that  thei  wei' 
]yke  bothe  in  possession);  and  perfore  goitfi,  and  getit&  you  as 
moche  goode  as  I  haue,  and  ye  sbaH  haue  me  to  your  wife  aU  redy/' 
Whenne  he  had  hurde  this  answei',  he  jede  fro  hire  with  bevy 
cheere,  and  hadde  grete  care  by  what  way  fat  he  myjt  geete  fat 
goode,  to  be  abiH  to  wed  hure.  And  at  the  last  he  hurde  telle,  fat 
fer  was  a  rich  Erie  in  fat  same  contre,  f e  which  was  blynde  M  f e 
tjme  of  his  life ;  and  whenne  f e  kny^t  hurd  of  him,  he  f o^te  & 
jmagenycl,  how  that  he  myght  best  haue  him  slayne ;  and  f  ^rf ore 
he  3ede  to  his  casteH.  but  ech  day  there  were  certeyne  men  armydf, 
fro  morowe  to  eve  to  kepe  f  is  Erie ;  and  on  the  ny3t  per  was  a 
c^rtayne  hund,  that  vsid  to  berke  eu^re,  when  ony  enmy  was  nye, 
and  fat  so  cruelly,  fat  noon  dorert  for  him  come  nye  the  bed  of  f e 
Erie ;  for  he  wolde  wake  the  Erie,  and  with  his  berkinge  make  him 
to  knowe  f  e  comyng*  of  his  enmeys.  And  thenne  f  e  kny^t  saide  to 
him  self e,  *'  In  the  day  y  may  not  sle  f e  Erie,  for  his  armyd  men, 
neithii  in  the  nyjt,  for  f e  bond ;  and  pei-toi^  the  best  fat  is  for  me, 
is  for  to  kiM  the  bond,  and  f  enne  I  shaU  haue  my  purpose."     So  it 

[Second  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

knowest  the  lawe.  YThe  law^  is  this^  ordeyneJ,  that  a  man  shafi 
not  take  a  woman,  ne  a^  woman  a  man,  but  yf  thei  haue  bothe^ 
goodes  like  mekelL*  Gro  therfore,  and  gete  the  as  many  goodes  as  I 
haye,  and  than  thou  shalt  have  me  to  wyf*."  he  herd  this,  and  went 
away  heyy,  and  enterly  thought  how  and  by  what  way  he  might 
gete  good.  If  Atte^  last  he  herd  telle,  that^  there  was  a  duk*  in 
ferre  countrees,  that  was  blynd  *fro  his  birthe,  that®  was  right  riche. 
whan  he  herd  this,  he  went  to  his  casteli,  and  thought  wi&  in  hym 
self  how  he  myght  sle  the  duki;  but  on  the  day  men  were  'aH 
way*  redy  for^*  to  kepe  the  duk*,  and  on  the  nyght  he  had  a  litett 
hounde,  fat  aH  way  barked  whan  he  herd  any  noise,  in  so  ^ekett 
fat^^  no  man  myght  come  to  the  dukes  bedde,  but  that  the  duk* 
shuld  be  wakened^  by  the  berkyng  of  the  dogge,  and  so  be^  warned 
of  his  Enemyes.  ^  whan  the  knyght  sawe  this,  he  said  with  in 
hym  self*,  "  on  a^*  day  I  may  not  sle  hym,  for  armed  men ;  there  is 
none  other  help  to  me  but  sle^^  the  hound,  and  fan  I  hope  to 
fulfille  my  purpose."     If  It  happed  on  a  nyght,  the^*  knyght  entred 

*  On.       »  thua,        •  Om.        *  Om.        *  myche.        •  At  the.        '  Om. 

'  and.        '  Om.        *®  On.        "  XDjohe  that  ther.        "  warned. 

"  he,  MS.  "  the.  '*  to  ale.  «•  that  the. 
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hAppid  in  a  ceriAjne  nj3t»  ^at  ]^  l^ny^t  enteryd  in  to  ^  chambir 
preaelj  of  the  Erie;  and  whenne  he  hurde  fe  hond  bjgynne  to 
berke,  he  shot  an  arowe  in  to  his  bely,  and  slowe  him ;  and  )»  erle 
trowid,  when  he  huide  no  mooi*  berking*,  )pat  aH  was  in  goode  pes, 
and  slepte  a^en*  And  when  ^  kny3t  fiawe  ])at,  he  drowe  out  his 
swerde,  and  slowe  fe  Erie,  and  tooke  aH  the  goodys  away  wttA  him ; 
and  went  to  ]>e  lady,  and  saide  to  liii^,  "  nowe,  lady,  I  dai'  say  yai 
our  goodys  ben  even,  ]Mit  fon  may  not  excuse  J^e,  but  fai  ]khi  may 
take  me  to  husbond*"  Thenne  saide  she,  **  sir,  or  ^n  wedde  me,  I 
'wciA  aske  oo  thing  of  ]>e.  thow  shalt  go  to  ^e  sepulcrs  of  such  a 
dede  man,  and  ]k>u  shalt  ligge  down)  beside  ^it,  to  herken  what  ^u 
shalt  here,  and  ]mnne  telle  me  what  ^u  hast  herde."  "  This  shaH  I 
do,"  quod  he.  He  armycl  hym,  and  went  to  fQ  sepulcre,  and  lay 
)>0r  all:  ny^t ;  and  abowte  mydny3t  he  hurd  a  yoys  passe  iher  away, 
seiyng,  **  A !  erle,  what  askist  ]k>u  of  me  for  to  do  !  **  '^  A !  lightwys 
luge,"  quo]»  the  dede,  ''  socour  me,  for  I  aske  not  ellys  of  ^  hut 

>  leaf  197,  back,  ool.  8. 
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the  Chambre  of  the  duk*  prively,  and  *anon)  the  dogge  began  to 
barke.^  ^the  knyght  shotte  an  arow,  and  'slow  the  hounct.  the 
duk<  herd  not  the  dogge  barke,  and  wende  aH:  thing  had  ben  in 
pease,  and  slept  The  knyght  toke  his  swerd'  and  slow^  the 
<luk*  slepyng,  and  aH  his  goodes  he  toke  away  with  hym  ;  and  went 
to  the  lady,  and  said,  IF  O !  my  dere  lady,  now  are  oure  goodes 
even);  now  is  there  none  excusaciou)  on  thi  side,  but  thou  shalt 
take  me  to  thyn)  husbond."  IT  She  said,  "  telle  me,*  how  in  so 
shorte  tyme  thou  hast  goteu)^  so  many  goodes  1"  he  said,  "1  have 
slayn)  a  duk',  and  ^have  taken) ^  away  his^  goodes."  She  said,  "yit 
oo  thyng  I  wille  aske  of  the,  before®  or  Hhat  ye^*^  wedde  me.  Go 
one^^  nyght  to  the  grave  of  the  dede^*;  ^and  fou  shalt  lye  beside  the 
grave,  and  what  thou  shalt  here  there,  thou  shalt  truly  telle  me.^'" 
The  knyght  said,  "  I  shaH  do  that  thou  desirest"  IF  The  knyght 
armed  hym,  and  went  to  the  tombe  of  the  dede  man,  and  there  he 
was  aB.  nyght.  and  at  mydnyght  there  come  a  voice,  and  said, 
IF  0  I  thou  duk*,  that  here  lieth,^*  what  askest  thou  of  me,  that  I 
may  graunt  the] "  he  said,  ''rightful!  domesmau  Crist,  graunte  me 
my  peticioh).     I  aske  of  the  no  thynge  but  vengeaunce  for^^  my 

*  the  dogge  berked  not.         •  leaf  60,  back.         '  Otn.        *  he  slew. 

*  me  that.  «  gete.  ^  take.  •  alle  his.  »  Om.  ••  Ihoa. 

"  ones  to.         "  dede  man.         "  Om,         '*  lyest.         »*  of. 
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Teniaunce  for  my  bloode,  for  falsely  I  am  slayne  for  my  gode.** 
Themie  aaide  fe  luge,  ''in  )?is  day  xxx".  jere  ^ou  shalt  fynde 
Temaonce  for  y&t  deede."  And  whan  ^e  kny^t  had  hnrde  ^is,  he 
was  hevy,  and  went  to  ])e  lady,  and  tolde  hire  what  he  hadde  hurde. 
And  whenne  fe  lady  harde  that,  she  saide,  **  the  tyme  of  xxx^.  3ere/' 
quo^  she,  "  holdith  a  gret  space."  And  so  she  giauntyd  him,  and 
be  weddid  hnre,  and  levid  to-ged^  ail  ^is  tyme  in  gret  ioy  and 
solas.  And  when  }e  tyme  of  xxx^.  jere  was  come  out,  the  knyjt 
maade  a  casteH  withoute  comparison)  in  strenght ;  and  in  ]»e  doore 
of  it  he  sette  thes  vers :  * 

Y  Bum  fero  langornn,  bolo  leUgfonto  smornn ; 
'Sxpns  langoriB,  no»  Bum  memor  iniva  amorto. 
Ilea !  tnm  langnefiat  lupus,  agnus  tsat  Dolebat, 
^ostqtfom  coRualuit,  talis  tt  anU  fuit. 

The  exposicion)  of  theise  vers  is  this.  While  I  su£&e  and  am  in 
sekenesse,  I  woli  lede  ])6  life  of  religion),  and  of  goode  Eule,  but 
while  I  was  wit&oute  such  thraldom)  and  sekenesse,  not  lovi()  I  such 
life ;  and  so  it  faiith  by  me  as  it  doith  by  a  wolfe,  for  whenne  she 
is  syke,  she  wold  haue  ben  a  lambe,  But  when  she  is  Hecoueryd,  she 

[Second  Version.     Addit,  MS.  9066.] 

blooJ,  that  I  am  ynrightfully  slayn)  for  my  richesse."  f  The  voice 
said, ''  this  day  xxx.  wyntir  thou  shalt  fynde  vengeaunce."  whan 
the  knyght  herd  this,  he  was  right  sory ;  and  went  to  the  lady,  and 
shewed  *to  her'  aH  that  he  hade  herd.  IF  The  lady,  whan  she  had^ 
held  this,  she  thought  wit&  in  her  self*,  that  the  tyme  of  xxx. 
wyntir  was  a  good  longe  space,  and  assented  to  have^  tiLe  knyght  to 
her  hosbond ;  and  alle  the  tyme  of  xxx.  wynter  thei  lived  with  loye 
and  gladnesse,  ^and  grete  mjrrthe.*  IF  Whan  the  tyme  of  xxx. 
wyntir  come  nere.  The  knyght  made  a  stronge  castel^  and  on  the 
dore  *he  wrote*  openly  thise  wordes*  that  folowen). 

IT  <!Dum  fero  latigorem,  frro  nlfgianto  amorem ; 
CSxpers^  Ungorts,  non  sum  memor  l^uius  amoris. 
f^tb  I  cum  languebat  lupus,  agnus  tt  esse  bolebat ; 
Sbtti  turn  conbaltt&t,  qualis  bt  ante  fuit. 

f  wise  men,  whan  thei  had^  red  thise  verses,  thei  mervailed,  and 
many  saiden),  "  we  pray  the,  that  thou  wilte  expowne^  to  vs  the 
cause  of  this  scripture."  he  said,  "  poore  I  was,  and  sorow  I  had 
for  my  poverte,  and  therfore  I  had  me  in  aH  thynges  as  a  Eeligious 

*  Om.        •  Om.        '  ta";e.        *  Om,        •  was  wryte.        •  yerses. 
'  Ex  pars  MS.  *  Om.  •  expownde. 
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* 

is  a  shrewe  as  she  was  before.  And  whan  lordys  come  forth  by, 
and  radde  theise  versis,  they  hadde  gret  mervaile,  and  piaide  him 
that  he  wolde  declare  and  expone  tho  venjB  to  hem.  And  thenne 
he  saide,  '^  I  was  sometyme  pooi*,  and  thenne  sykenesse  tooke  me, 
]>at  for  my  pouarte  and  syknesse  I  was  lowe  and  simpiH,  as  a 
religious  man ;  and  then  afbirward,  whan  that  y  was  Hekeueryc)  fro 
my  infirmite  of  pouerte,  the  mynde  of  god  passit^  fro  me.  And 
also,  when  y  was  in  my  pouerte,  I  shewid  me  to  my  wife  lyke  a 
lambe,  in  tyme  of  my  wowing*,  and  I  lovid  hire  so  moch,  that  I 
slowe  an  Erie  for  his  goode,  that  y  my^t  wedde  hire ;  and  whan  I 
hadde  slayne  him,  y  hurde  a  voys  sey,  that  his  bloode  shulde  be 
vengyd  fat  day  xxx".  jere.  And  I  tolde  this  to  my  wife,  and  jit 
not  withstonding*  she  tooke  me  to  husbond ;  and  so  we  haue  levid 
euer  hidertoward  with  loy  and  prosperite.  And  nowe  this  day  viij. 
days  shaH^  be  fe  ende  of  xxx**.  jere;  and  f  erf  ore  I  pray  you,  be 
wit&  me  fat  day  at  meete,  and  we  shuH  preve  whethir  f e  Yoys  saide 
soth  or  no."  And  thei  grauntyd  it  to  him.  So  when  }>e  day  come, 
ther  was  ordenyd  a  grete  fest,  and  grete  midtitude  of  peple  was 
ther ;  and  whaii)  they  were  sittinge  at  mete,  and  serrid  with  greet 
diuersite  of  daynteys,  ther  come  in  at  the  wyndowe  a  brid,  colourid 

*  8hall<9  filially?,  MS. 
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man  in  symplesse;  and  afterward,  whan  I  was^  wex  hole  of  the 
sikenesse  of  poverte,  the  mynde  of  god  went  from  me,  and  for 
sorow  of  poverte  I  shewed  me'  a  meke  lambe  to  my  wyf*,  whan  'I 
wedded  her,  and  was  with  in  a  crueli  wolf*,  and  yit  I  loved  her  so 
mekeH*  for  richesse,  that  I  slow  the  duk"  traitoursly.  whan  this 
was  done,  'fro  the  grave ^  aboue  I  herd  a  voice,  that  said,  ''at  xxx. 
wyntirs  ende  the  blood  of  liym  that  is  slayn)  shaH  be  venged." 
and  I  told  my  wyf*  what  the  voice  said.  IF  Notwithstondyng  this, 
she  toke  me  to  her  husbond,  and  bothe  we  ladde  our  lyf  wttA  ioye. 
but  the  xviij.  day  aftir  this  tyme*  shaH  ende  the  tyme  of  xxx. 
wyntir.  ^  Therfore  I  pray  you  all,  'that  ye^  be  with  me  in  my 
fest"  thei  said,  "  We  graunte ;  and  than  the  voice  we  shuti  prove, 
that  spake  to  the^  from  aboue."  IF  The  day  of  the  fest  is  comen), 
and*  a  grete  multitude  'is  gadred^®  of  peple.  whan  thei  were  sett«, 
and  served  *atte  horde  ^^  with  dy  verse  mynstralcies^*  of  musik*,  and 

*  Om.        •  to  me,  MS.         •  leaf  51.         *  mych.         *  at  the  grave  fro. 
•  day.       ^  to.       8  me,  MS.       »  Om.       '•  Om.       "  Om.        '«  mynatralles. 
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^t&  diuerse  coloois,  and  he  bigan  in  a  merveiloos  man^  swetlj  to 
sing*.  And  the  kny^t  him  selfe  herkenyd  wele  to,  and  saide,  ''  I 
tiowe  ^at  ]m  song  of  this  brid  be  a  pronosticacion)  and  a  bitokeni[n]g' 
of  yyeL"  And  J^erfore  he  tooke  a  bowe  and  an  arowe,  and  slowe  )>e 
bry();  and  ihenne  anoon  the  Ertli  openyd,  and  the  castett,  wit£  the 
lord  and  J^e  lady,  and  aH  )>at  er  therin,  sonke  don),  Ajid  nowe  J^er  is 
a  passings  depe  water,  and  no  thing  may  abyde  in  it,  but  that  it  goitb 
to  the  grounde. 

HORALITB. 

Deere  frendis,  this  Emperour  is  crist ;  }>e  whicti  made  ]jis  lawe, 
that  noon)  shuld  wedde  a  woman)  but,  &c.  This  is  to  mene, 
fat  crist  woH  not  fat  we  were  weddid  to  noon)  but  to  him,  and  to 
his  richesse,  neythir  f e  woman),  scil.  his  godhede,  tooke  noon)  but  fat 
is  rich  in  vertuys,  and  goode  werkys.  The.  kny3t,  that  went  aboute- 
fro  contreys  &  castelle*  to  seche  him  a  rich  wyfe,  is  echo  wordly 
man),  that  goith  aboute  in  fe  wordle,  in  diuerse  placys,  to  seche 
profetys,  and  at  f e  laste  he  fyndith  a  wife,  ocil,  the  flessh,  norisshid 
in  richesse  of  deynteys ;  and  thenne  he  coyetiifi  for  to  wed  hire 

*  leaf  198,  col.  1. 
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sondry  messes  of  metes,  a  brid  coloured  with  dyverse  coloures  come 
in  atte*  wyndow,  and  began  to  syng  swetely  and  merveillously. 
f  The  knyght,  that  was  lord  of  the  fest  and  of  the  CaateH,  diligently 
listened,  and^  said,  ^'I  trowe  that  this  bridde  betokeneth'  some 
eyeH^to  me."  IF  he  toke  a  bowe  and  an  arow,  and  before  hem  ati  he 
slow  the  brid;  and  anon)  the  erthe  opened,  and  swolowed  in  the 
casteH,  with  the  knyght  and  the  ladie,  and  with^  ali  that  were  ^ther 
in.^  In  the  whiche  place  is  a  fuH  depe  watir,  in  the  whiche  may  no 
thyng  dwelle  ne^  abide,  but  it  falle  to  the  grounde. 

[Beclaraoio.]  worshipfuH  &endes,  this  Emperour  is  our  lord 
Ihesu  crist,  that  made  this  law,  that  no  man  shuld  wedde  a  woman, 
but  yf  he^  hade  as  moche  as  she,^  that  is  to  sey,  god  wille,  and  biddes 
that  we  be  not  wedded  to  a  woman,  but  to  hym  aloue,  for  he  is 
habondaunt  in  richesse,  and  for  he  is  kyng  of  kynges,  and  lord  of 
lordes ;  ne  that  woman,  that  is,  the  godhede,  take  none  but  yf  he 
be  habundaunt  in  richesse,  that  is,  in  good  werkes  and  vertues. 
and  the  knyght  that  went  by  kyngdomes  and  Castels,  for  to  seke  a 
wyf»  in  richesse,  IF  Forsothe  it  is  every  worldly  man,  that  gothe 
aboute  the  world  by  dyuerse  places,  to  be  norisshed  in  d  elites  of 

*  at  the.  •  Om.         '^  bytokene.         *  Om,         •  with  in.  ^ 
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BcU,  to  abic^e  stiH  wiiH  ^e  de'ciousites.  Bat  ye  wife,  acU,  flesslS, 
woH  not  assent,  til  tyme  1  at  he  hane  ^  same  richesse,  bcU.  flesshelj 
Wdngea  in  his  desii*,  and  working««.  What  is  ^at  that  Jra  flessK 
desiiitli  to  haue  %  Certenlj  he  desirith  wele  to  ete,  swetlj  to  driuke, 
softely  to  lig^e,  and  to  fele  no  heyy  thinge,  as  colde,  pnnysshyng*, 
and  sucti  othir;  and  perioTe  the  wiecchid  man),  for  yat  he  wolde 
hane  this  wife,  Bcil.  to  lyre  aftsr  ^e  flessh,  he  slei^  ye  Erie,  adl 
reson),  ^e  whi(^  sholde  gooueme  men.  And  ye  armyd  men,  (at 
sholde  kepe  ye  Erie,  eeil.  baptym),  whenne  he  refusid  ^e  deviH,  and 
tooke  him  to  criste.  But  ye  hoande,  y&t  berkith  weH  in  the  ny^t, 
is  thyne  conscience,  ye  which  gmcchith  ayenst  vicis ;  and  this 
conscience  is  slayne  as  ofte  as  the  flessh  is  ouercome  with  dilicionsites, 
and  yst  ye  spirit*  1b  snbmittidf  to  hem ;  and  ))us^  (e  Erie,  ecii,  leson), 
is'  slayne,  by  ye  which  a  man  shold  haue  be  gouemyd.  But  nowe 
we  most  loke  what  man^  voys  is  above  Y  Certenly  ye  voy^  of 
god  is  above,  and  spekith  to  such  synn^rs  by  the  profyt  Isaye,  in 
this  man^,  Ve  vohis,  qui  sapientes  estia  in  oculis  veatris/  Wo  be  to 
you,  that  ben  wise  in  your  owne  sijt !  set?,  and  not  in  ^e  si^t  of  god. 
))eea  ben  (ei,  that  sleith  hire  soulis,  and  weddith  hire  fleahely  lustys ; 

*  MS.  y\6,  '  MS.  I^at  18. 
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richesse.  this  woman,  |)at  is,  the  flessh,  wille  not  assent  fully  to 
man,  vnto  she  have  richesse,  that  is,  delite  of  the  flesh  in  dede. 
and  what  are  the  thynges  that  the  flessh  desireth  f  forsothe  for  to 
ete  wele,  drynke  swetely,  and  to  grete  delicate  thynges,  and  for  to 
haue  no  disease  agayu)  the  flessh.  f  But  wrecched  man  J^ynketh 
not.  before  of  thynges  that  are  to  come,  but  slow  the  ^duke,  that  is, 
reson),  that  oweth  to  rewle  the  flessh.  IT  The  armed  men,  that  kept 
the  duk*  on  day,  it  are  vertues  that  he  toke  in  the  house  of  baptyme, 
whan  he  forsoke  the  fende,  and  drew  to  crist.  But  the  lyteH  hounde, 
that  berked  on  nyghtes,  is  thi  conscience,  that  bR  way  gruocheth 
ayenst  vices,  the  conscience  is  slayn)  whan  the  flessh  is  overcome  in 
delites,  and  the  sprite  put  vndir ;  and  so  is  the  duk*  slayn),  that  is, 
zeson),  by  the  whidi  man  shuld  be  rewled.  f  But  now  it  is  to  se, 
what  is  the  voice  that  cemeth  down)  fro  above  f  forsothe  it  is  the 
voice  of  god,  that  speketli  to  synfutt  men  in  holy  scripture  by  ysae, 
that  seith,  IT  Wo  be  to  you  that  risen)  erly*  for  to  folow  dronknesse, 
and  that  loynen)  houses  to  houses,  and  are  wise  in  youre  sight !  thise 
it  are  ]>at  haten)  the  soules,  and  wedden)  flesshly  lust    IT  Suche  one 

'  leaf  51,  back.  *  yerely,  MS. 
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and  of  sucfii  men  it  is  to  dred,  for  casuf^  vengeaunce;  for  hoolj 
Bdiptore  syngitb  and  seiytti  to  a  synfufi  soule,  Beuerierej  JReuertere, 
minamUiSf  Be  ^<m  tnrnyd  a^en,  be  pon  tnmyd  a^en,  synfuH  sonle,  ))at 
we  god,  acU,  fadir  and  sone  and  holy  gost,  mowe  see  J^e  to  our  lykenesse, 
and  in  ]m  same  sbap  of  f  aimesse  ^at  we  maade  ^e  in.  Nowe  an  obstinat 
man  woH  not  take  hede  to  ^is,  bat  what  he  shetitli  an  arowe  of 
synne  ;  and  ^it  nowittLstondyng*  fe  faire  wamynge  fat  he  hal£  by  ^ 
smptni',  he  sleeUl  crist  ayen,  yn  ^at  fat  in  him  is,  an[d]  settitK  Yp 
thenne  a  castett  of  pryde.  Thenne  H^  openyth,  and  afi  his 
deHeatis  &llith  downe  feriane ;  therfore  late  ys  so  tame  onr  flessh, 
^  we  mowe  come  to  fe  eo^lastynge  ioy.  Ad  quod  nae  duccU 
regnam  in  McaJa  I    Amen. 

[  LXIV.  ] 
OUMPUS  THE  EMPJr^OXJE. 

(how  a  jealous  QUEEN  SATISFIED  HEB  SPIT&) 

Olimpos  was  an  £mp«ronr  in  ))e  cite  of  Home,  ))e  whicli  weddid 
a  mayde ;  and  af tir  that  she  conceivicl  w^tA  him,  and  brought 
forth  a  childe.     Nowe  \q  lawe  was  ^at  tyme,  that  echo  woman) 

\Becond  Vernon.    Addii.  MS.  9066.] 

IB  gretely  to  diede ;  for  the  brid,  that  is,  holy  scripture,  every  day 
sjngeth  to  vs,  and  to  a  synfutt  soule  that  is,  tume  agayn),  synfutt 
wrecche,  that  is,  tume  agayn),  thou  wrecched  soule,  ^at  we  may 
beholcl  the.  That  is,  that  I,  god,  be-holde  ))e,  wil£  the  fadir,  and  be 
Bone,  and  the  holy  gost,  and  that  we  may  see  the  to  our  symylitude, 
in  the  same  fiairenesse  that  we  made  fe.  f  But  man  contrarious  to 
god,  savereth  not  }»ise  thynges,  but  sheteth  to  hym  an  arow  of  synne, 
and  in  as  mek^  as  in  hym  is,  he  putteth  ef te  sones  crist  on  the 
crosse,  and  leisetB  vp  to  hym  self*  a  Castefi  of  pride ;  and  so  the 
erthe  of  helle  is  opened,  and  suche  one  with  bB,  his  synnes  devowreth. 
H  Therfore  studie  we  so  to  tame  our  flessh,  and  please  god,  that  we 
may  come  to  eyerkstyng  mede.  to  the  whiohe  bryng  vs  and  lede 
vs  the  hie  and  myghty  loid  Ihemia  1    Amen. 

[  XVL  leaf  27.  ] 

Olympyus  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Home,  a  fuH  wise  man,  that 
toke  a  maiden)^  to  wyf*,  that  conseived,  and  bare  a  child. 
There  was  that  tyme  a  law  made,  that  every  woman  in  her 

'  mayde,  C. 
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shu[l]d  go  to  cbirche,  in  tyme  of  hire  purificacioii) ;  and  f  enne  she 
sholde  make  to  be  wretyn)  in  ]>e  dore  of  the  chirche  iij.  nohle  and 
profitable  wordis,  to  edificacioh)  of  ])e  peple,  and  thenne  she  sbuld  go 
home  a^en.  So  whenne  ]>e  Emperesse  shulde  be  purified,  she 
enteryd  in  to  the  temple ;  and  aft^  hire  purificacioh)  she  maade  iij. 
•wordis  to  be  wretyn)  in  f e  dore  of  fe  temple,  scil.  Rex  sum  regens, 
et  meus  est  totus  mundus,  I  am  a  kyng  gouemyng*,  and  afi  pe  wordle 
is  myne.  ^It  happid  after  fis,  fat  an  ofer  worthi  lady  3ede  to  fe 
same  chirch,  wM  gret  mynstracy  afore  hire ;  and  fe  Empresse  lay 
in  hire  casteB  wyndowe,  and  sawe  it,  and  saide  to  hire  selfe,  "  What  1 
3onde  qwene  goith  to  chirche  wit^  as  gret  rialte  as  it  were  I  my  selfe ! 
Nay,"  quof  she,  "  it  shaB  not  be  so,  for  I  shaH  be  vengyd  of  hire." 
She  went,  and  purvei(J  hire  of  two  serpentis.  K'owe  f  is  forsaide 
worthi  lady,  in  hire  tumyng*  hom  fro  chirch,  she  made  to  be  wryte 
vp  on  fe  chirch-doi*,  or  fat  she  passid  furth,  theise  worde*,  Infans 
sum.  ad  vbera;  lacte  viuo  puro,  I  am  an  infant  at  fe  pappis,  and 
live  with  clene  melke.  And  thenne  she  went  home,  and  maad  a 
gret  fest ;  and  thenne  anoon,  whenne  f  e  fest  was  done,  f  e  Emperesse 

*  leaf  198,  col.  2. 
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piirificacion),  the  whiche  goth  to  chirche,  shul(J  write  iij.  notable 
wordes  in^  the  chircbe-dorre,  to  edificacion)  of  the  peple ;  whan  this 
were  done,'  she  shuld  go  home  with  solempnyte.  IF  It  hapned,' 
that  the  Empresse  shuld  be  purifiedf,  and  went  into  tbe  temple ;  and 
after  the  punficacion)  thise  wordes  that  folowen)  were  written)  on  the 
chirche-dore,  IF  /  am  a  kynge  rewlyng  the  worlds ;  tJie  worl^  is  all 
myne}  It  'befelle  aftirward,^  that  a  noble  lady  and  a  gentile  shuld 
go  to  chirche,  Nx)  be  purified,*  with  trumpes  and  dy  verse  maner^  of 
Mvsike.  IF  whan  the  Empresse  sawe  this,  anoii)  she  said,  *'  loo ! 
this  woman  with  so®  grete  solempnyte  gothe  to  be  purified ;  it  shaft 
not  be  so,  but  I  shatt  be  avengei^^  on  her."  IF  Anon)  she  ordeyned^® 
ii  serpen tes.  The  lady,  whan  she  wae^^  purified,  and  shuld  go  home, 
she  did  write  on  the  chirche-dore,  /  am  a  child  ;  I  souke  my  mylke 
at  my^^  modirs  teteSy  and  I^^  live  clenly.  whan  this  was  done,  she 
went  home,  and  made  a  grete  fest  to  all.  IF  whan  the  fest  was  done, 
the  Empresse  sent  to  her  a  messanger,  that  she  shuld  come  to  her. 

'  onne.         '  seid.         '  happede.         *  at  myne,        '  fills  after.        *  Om, 

'  manereL  •  Om,  •  vengyd.  *•  ordened  hire  of. 

"  Bhulde,  MS.  »»  Om,  "  O/n. 
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sente  after  the  lady,  J^at  she  sholde  come  to  hire,  wtt^oute  lang^ 
delay.  And  ^  lady  come  to  hire,  and  anoon,  whenne  she  was 
come,  and  hadde  enterid  in  to  ]>e  chambir,  fe  lady  knelic)  downq 
and  with  gret  reuerence  made  hire  salutacion).  And  thenne  8pak» 
the  emperesse,  **  poM  knowist  not  whi  I  sent  aft^r  the  )  "  And  she 
saidoy  "Nay,  lady."  Thenne  saide  fe  emperesse,  "I  haue  here  twey 
duldeiyn)  to  be  noreshid,  and  hem  shalt  ^oa  norish,  for  ]>ou  hast 
melke."  Thenne  saide  the  lady,  ''I  assent,  madame;  and  lord, 
wolde,  that  I  were  able  or  worthi  to  norissh  your  childeryn."  Thenne 
saide  the  Empresse,  ^'  Do  of  and  nakyn)  ]7e  of  aH  ^i  Clothing*,  or  ellis 
I  shaH  make  J^e,  in  malgre  of  J^i  tethe.  For  I  woH  see  my  two 
childeryn)  ypon  ^y  pappis."  And  then  saide  ^e  lady, ''  and  where  ben 
your  childryn,  whom  I  shulde  norissh  1 "  And  thenne  ^e  Empresse 
shewid  hire  two  serpentis,  and  saide,  "  Theise  two  ^on  most  norissh 
me,  with  f i  melke."  Thenne  saide  Jje  lady^  "  For  Je  love  of  almy^ty 
god,  haue  mercy  of  me ;  sle  me  not ! "  Thenne  saide  she,  "  po\i 
laborist  ali  in  vayne,  for  ])oa  shalt  norissh  to  me  theise."  Anoon  she 
sette  to  hire  pappis  ^e  Berp&ntis ;  And  whan  ^at  ^ei  felte  warme,  fei 
sette  hire  feet  in  to  hire  flessh ;  and  ^enne  ]>e  Emperesse  saide  to 
hire,  "  Do  fi  Clothis  nowe  vpon)  fe,  an[d]  go  hom."    The  lady  3ede 
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The  lady  went  to  her.  IT  anon)  whan  she  was^  entred  the  chambre 
of  the  Empresse,  worshipf ully  she  salutedf  ^the  Empresse.^  IF  Than  ^ 
said  the  Empresse,  '' wotest  thou  whi  I  send  for  the)"  ^she  said', 
"  naye^  my  lady."  than  seidf  *  the  Empresse,*  "  I  have  .ij.  smale 
son  lies  to  be  norisshed,  the  whiche  I  shaH  take  to  the ;  do  of  tbi 
clothes  wilfully,  or  thou  shalt  agayn)  thi  wille,  for  I  desiio  Ho  so^ 
my  sonnes  on  thi  tetes."  the  lady  said,  "  Where  ^  are  your  liteil 
children)?"  she  shewed  to  her  .ij.  foule^  serpentes.  IT  Than  said 
the  lady  Ho  the  Empresse,  "  for  the  love  of  god^  have  mercy  on  me, 
and  slee  me  not,  for  I  wille  ^®  bye  my  lif*  of  you  ^rather  than  to  be 
thus^^  dede."  IF  The  Empresse  said,  "Thou  laborest  in  vayn),  for 
thou  shalt  norissh  me  thise  ij.  children)."  and  anon)  she  put  hem  to 
her  pappes;  and  than  she  bad  her^^  clothes  shuld  be  put  on  her 

>  Om.        •  here.        *  Om.        *  leaf  27,  back.        *  Om.        *  Om. 

'  were,  MS.  •  Om,  •  Om.  "  wole,  pamm. 

"  or  I  sholde  be.  "  that  here. 
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horn,  and  she  was  so  yenemy<l  by  the  seipentis,  that  witftlnne  ^e 
thirde  day  she  dayde ;  and  gret  sorowe  was  maade  for  hire  detM. 

HORAUTE. 

Deere  frendis,  fiB  'Emperova  is  ^  deviH,  ))at  tooke  a  wyfe,  scU. 
wickydnesse,  of  whom  he  hatfi  bygete  mony  sonys  and  do^tris. 
And  he  ordenyd  for  a  lawe,  that  eche  woman),  seH,  flesshy  alter 
tyme  }>at  it  were  donsiJ  fro  synne,  shulde  write  in  ]^  dore  of  his 
herte  some  notable  thing*  )»at  plesid  to  ye  devilL     And  what  is  )»at  t 
Certenly  f\a  it  is,  ^t  ^03  a  synner  shryve  him  of  aH  his  synnes,  jit 
fe  devel  couetitK  ^t  he  holde  witAinne  him  wiH  and  purpose  of 
synnyng* ;  and  pat  is  a^enst  fe  wordi  of  saynt  petir,  8ieui  eanis  ad 
vomUum,  ita  homo  ad  peccatum^  qui  Herat  vku  auas  ad  vamihnn. 
He  likenitK  and  seiyth,  ^t  ]>e  synn^r  ^at  tomith  a^ene  to  his  synne 
and  to  his  Ivel  weyis,  he  may  be  likeniJ  to  an  honnd  ])at  tnmitb 
ajen  to  his  vomyt.     The  £mp«resse  wrot  in  the  dore  of  fe  hertis  of 
synnerys,  Rex  sum  regent  ei  meu»  est  Mus  mundui,  I  am  gou«rDyng« 
^e  wordle,  and  att  pe  wordle  is  myn),  bcU.  att  my  hert  is  in  )»e 
wordle,  and  not  to  god.     The  lady,  ^at  jede  after  to  chirche  wtt^ 
melodeySy  is  a  man  ^at  goith  with  goods  ^vertuys,  And  not  only  to 

*  leaf  198,  back,  ool.  1. 
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agayn).     and  the  thirde  day  after  she  died,  as^  by  fretyng  of  ^e 
addres,  of  whos  dethe  was*  made  ^grete  sorow'  in  the  Cite. 

Deolaratio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  a  devett,  that  toke  a  wyf, 
that  is,  wikkednesse,  vpon  the  whiche  he  gate  a  sone.  wherfore  he 
made  a  lawe,  that  every  woman,  that  is  to  sey,  the  flessh,  after  that 
it  IB  clensed  of  synne,  he  most  write  in  the  dorre  of  his  hert  some 
notable  thyng,  tluit  may  please  hym;  and  the  scriptore  is  this, 
if  Alle  though  I  a  synner  be  confessed,  yit  the  deveH  wille  that  he 
have  a  wille  to  tume  agayn)  to  synne.  and  that  is  agayn)  the  saiyng 
of  seint  Petre,  as  a  hounde  goth  to  his  fomet,  so  dothe  a  synner  that 
goth  agayii)  to  his  synne.  IF  The  Empresse  wrote  in  the  dorre  of 
synnefuH  men,  I  am  a  kyng  rewlyng  the  world ;  and  the  world  is  aii 
myne,  that  is  to  sey,  alle  mjne  hert  is  the  world,  and  the  world  is 
att  myn),  and  no  thyng  to  god.  U  The  lady,  that  went  aftir  to  the 
cliirche  with  trumpes,  is  a  man  that  goth  with  good  vertues,  not  alle 

*  On^  *  ther  was.  '  a  grete  dole. 
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be  purified  of  bia  syjmea,  but  nener  to  tume  to  bem  a^en.  And 
ferfoTQ  he  writi^  in  ^e  dore  of  bk  berte,  In/am,  &c.  Sbe  is  an 
infannt^  towcbjng*  synnes  and  synnyng*,  Hanging*  at  ^  pappis  of 
feitH  and  of  boope,  The  wbicb  ben  two  pappis  of  tbe  ciistyn  mani 
by  fe  wbicb  be  may  drawe  out  melke  of  goode  vertuys;  And 
wttAoute  vertuys,  and  wi  t^ute  feitb,  it  is  vnpossible  ^at  a  man)  sbfdi 
be  safe.  But  wbenne  tbe  Emperesse,  &cU.  wickydnesae  of  pe  deviU, 
batil  envie  to  sucb  a  man,  and  seyitb,  "poxi  sbalt  norissb  me  ij 
Cbildeiyn)/'  sd7.  ij.  serpentis,  By  tbeise  seipentis  we  vndiistond 
pniyd  of  and  wrong*  couetiae  of  fiessb ;  For  ^  wbicb  two  of[t]e  tylne 
a  man  deyitB.  And  J^rfore  late  ys  euer  be  abowte  so  to  plese  our 
god,  pat  we  mowe  come  to  ye  blisse  of  bevene,  &c. 

[  LXV.  ] 
CICLADES  THE  IMFEBOVR. 

(of  THB  INGBATITUDB  OF  A  8TBWARB  TOWARDS  A  POOR  MAN 

WHO  HAD  8AVBD  HIS  UFB.) 

Ciclades  regnyd  a  wise  Emperour  in  pe  Cite  of  Borne,  and  ouer 
att  tbingis  be  was  marcifuH.     And  it  bappid,  as  be  went  onys 
by  a  forest,  tber  mette  with  bim  a  pooi'  man.  And  wban  fe  Emperour 
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only  to  be  purified  of  oA  bis  synnes,  but  tbat  in  no  wise  from  bens 
forward  be  declyn)  to  synne  agayn).  And  tberfore  it  is  written)  in 
the  dorre  of  tbyn)  bert,  IT  I  am  a  sowkyng  child,  tbat  is,  ynto  synne, 
and  bangyng  at  tbe  tetes  of  feit&  and  hope,  tbe  whiche  are  ^*.  tetes 
of  cristen)  men,  by  tbe  whiche  we  now  draw  to  mylke  of  good 
vertnes.  wherfore  with  outen  feith  it  is  vnpossible  to  be  saved. 
IT  Also  by  feith  we  are  made  sauf*,  after  tbe  appostels  wordea  The 
Empresse,  the  wyf  of  the  deveH,  tbat  is,  wikkednesse,  bathe  Envie  to 
sucbe  a  man,  and  seil£,  thou  sbalt  norrissh  me  \j.  sones,  tbat  are 
ij.  serpentes,  ihe  whiche  are,  pride  of  lyf*,  and  concupiscence  of  flessh ; 
for  the  whiche  two,  ofte  sithe  man  is  slayn)  gostly.  IT  Tberfore  stodie 
we  so  to  please  god  in  oii  thyng,  that  we  may  come  to  ever  lastyng 
loye  with  outen)  ende.    Amen. 

[  XX.  leaf  30,  hack.  ] 

Nclides  in  tbe  Citee  of  Borne  Beigned,  a  foH  wise  man,  and 
aboue  ail  thyng  be  was  mercyfutt.  It  happed  ones  as  be 
walked  by  a  forest,  he  mette  with  a  poore  man.     ^  Tbe 


I 
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sawe  him,  he  saide  to  hym  with  a  grete  pyte  and  mercy,  '*  Whens 
art  ]>ou,  frenct  1 "  **  Sir,**  quo]}  ]>e  ofer,  **  I  am  yoto:  man,  and  home 
in  yoMT  loude,  and  fallyn  in  to  gret  myechefe  and  nede."  "For 
sothe "  quo^  ^e  Emperour,  '*  and  if  I  knewe  ])at  ])on  woldist  he  a 
trewe  man,  I  sholde  avaunce  ))e  to  grette  digniteys  and  richesscs. 
And  what  is  thi  name,  tel  me  ?  "  "  sir,"  quof  he,  "  Lenticolus.  And 
I  be-hote  you  to  he  a  trewe  man ;  and  if  ener  ye  find  ony  othir  w/tA 
me,  I  wott  hynd  me  to  ail:  ^e  peyne  ^at  ye  wott  deme."  And  when 
fe  Emperour  hurt)  that.  He  avauncyc)  him,  and  made  him  kny^t,' 
and  stiward  of  att  his  empire.  And  when  he  was  this  i-hye(),  he 
wex  prout ;  and  he  defyed  hem  ^at  were  worthier  )»ui  he,  and  sette 
hem  at  nou3t,  and  simple  men  &  pooi'  men  he  spoiled.  And  yn  a 
tyme,  as  he  roode  yn  to  ^e  forest,  he  commaundid  to  ^e  foster,  f&t 
he  shulde  make  an  hunderil^  depe  diches  in  pe  forest,  and  cover 
them  wttA  wele  smelling*  herhis,  ]>at  ))e  besttif  my^t  fatt  in  hem,  If 
it  happid  hem  to  renne  out  of  ^e  forest.  And  fe  fo&ter  dude  as  he 
oommaundid.  It  happid  afterward,  )^at  ^is  stiward  rood  to  pe  forest*, 
to  see  ^e  diches;  and  as   he  rood,  he  thowte,  ''I  am  riche,  and 
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Emperour,  whan  he  sawe^  hym,  he  was  stered  with  mercy,  and  seid, 
"  of  whens  art  thou  1 "  he  said,  "  sir,  I  am  your  man,  and  of  your 
lond  bom),  and*  am  poore  and  nedy."  IF  The  Emperour  said,  "yf 
I  wist  that  thou  were  trew,  I  shuld^  promote  the  to  richesse ;  telle 
me,  what  is  thi  name?"  he  said,  ''lenticulus  is  my  name,  ^and  I 
wille*  be  trew  vnto*  you ;  and  yf^  I  do  otherwise,  I  bynde  me  to* 
1^  payn)."  whan  the  Emperour  had  herd  this,  he  promoted  hym ; 
and  sone  after  he^  made  hym  knyght,  and  ordeyned  hym  stewan)  of 
'his  Empire.  1®  IT  Whan  he  was  thus  I-lifte^^  vp,  his  hert  was 
enhaunsed  in^^  pride,  'passyng  aU^*  that  were  worthier  than  he ;  he 
dispised  the  symple,  and  the  poore  he  dispoyled  and  robbed.  IT  On 
a  tyme  whan^*  he  rode  by  a  forest,  he  comaunded  the  forster"  to 
make  an  hundred  pittes  right  depe  in  the  forest,  and  hUle  hem  with 
swete  herbes ;  and^^  yf  it  happed  pat  the  bestes  ronne  by  the  forest, 
thei  shuld  fedle  into  the  pittes.  he^^  said,  "sir,  thi  wille  shaH  be 
do.  18"  IT  After  this^^  it  happed,  that  the  'bestes  ronne,  and  ihe^ 
Steward  rode  to  the  forest,  for  to  see  the  pittes ;  and  as  he  rode,  he 

>  met  with.         •  L         •  shaUe.         *  leaf  31.        •  wole,  pauim.        •  to. 

'  Om.        •  in.         •  Om,        "  the  Emperour.         "  Ufte.         "  with. 
"  ^yngulerly,  so  that  alle.         "  as.         '*  foreters.         '•  that         "  Thei. 

"  done.  *»  Ihig  than.  *  Ovi 
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I-maade  a  gret  lord,  and  afi  )^e  Empire  is  at  my  ledyng*/'  And 
vriih  ]7at  prowde  j^o^te  he  smot  ]>e  ho  re  wiih  ^e  sporis,  and  sodenlicti 
fel  into  on  of  ])e  deppist  dichis,  ])at  he  ordenyc)  to  be  made;  and  he 
my3te  by  no  way  passe  out,  For  he  was  corpulent  and  hevy.  and 
soone  after  })is,  ^er  stert  in  to  ^e  same  dich  an  hungery  lyoii) ;  and 
when  \e  stiwaix)  sawe  ^at,  he  was  hyely  adracj.  And  then  soone 
after,  \€r  fill  in  an  Ape ;  and  after  ]7e  Ape,  a  serpent.  And  whenne 
]7e  stiwaid  was  ]>is  wallid  abowte  witA  theise  iij.  bestis,  he  began  to 
swete  for  drede.  In  \\a  same  tyme  ]>er  was  in  the  cite  a  pooi'  man, 
namydf  Gwido,  and  he  hadde  an  asse,  w/tA  )>e  which  asse  he  wolde 
go  eue?y  day  to  ]>e  forest,  for  to  gade?*  smaH  wode ;  and  laade  his 
asse,  and  lede  it  to  ^e  market,  and  selle  it,  and  so  susteyne  him  and 
his  wife,  for  moi'  hadde  he  not  to  lyve  wttA.  So  this  poore  man 
come  in  a  certeyne  day  to  ]7e  forest,  foi'  to  gadir  stikkys,  as  he  was 
wonyd.  And  when  he  come  nye  ]>e  pitte,  \er  as  ))e  stiward  was  in, 
The  stiwarf)  cryde,  and  saide,  "Sir,  sir,  come  heder,  and  here  me,  and 
\on  shalt  like  it  for  euer  1 "  And  ^thenne  gwido  hering*  ]>e  voys  of 
a  man),  he  hadde  grette  wondir,  and  come  nei',  and  said,  "  lo  !  I  am 
heere ;  what  art  ^om  that  callist  me  1"  Thenne  saide  he,  "  I  am,"  quo]> 
he,  "  the  stiward  of  ];e  Empire,  and  ^or3  chaunce  I  am  faH  hei*  into 

'  leaf  198,  back,  ool.  2. 
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thought,  "  I  am  right  grete,  for  all  *thyng  are  ^  at  my  biddyng.  Is 
there  any  god  but  11"  And  he  smote  the  horse  with  the  sporres, 
and  fille  into  one  of  the  pittes,  that  before  he  had  ordeyned ;  and 
myght  not  out  IT  And  sone  aftir  hym  fille  a  lyoii)  into  the  same 
pitte;  IF  ^And  aftir  the  lyon)  fille ^  an  Ape;  and  *aftir  the  Ape^  a 
Serpent,  whan  the  Steward  was  thus  vnbesette*  with  thise  iij.* 
bestes,  he  was  right  sory.  IF  There  was  that^  tyme  in  the  Citee  a 
jioore  man,  whos  name  was  Guy,  that  had  no  thyngo  but  an  Asse, 
that  every  day  was  wonte  to  go  to  the  forest,  for  to  gadre  stikkes, 
and^  cha^e  his  asse,  and^  lede  to  the  market  for^  to  selle ;  and  so 
susteyned  hym  self*  and  his  wyf.  IF  And  as  Guy  went  in  to^^  the 
forest,  he  herd  the  Steward  out  of  the  pitte  seiyng,  "  0  !  dere  f rend, 
what  80  ever  thou  art,  here  me,  and  it"  shall  be  to  the  ever  wele." 
IF  Guy,  whan  he  herd  a^*  voice  of  a  man,  he  stode  beside  the  pitte, 
and  seid,  **  lo  1. 1  am  here,  for  thou  called  me."     IF  Than  said  the 

*  tbinges  ben.        '  Om,        '  Om,        *  byset        '  Om,        '  in  that. 
'  to.  •to.  ^  Om,         "  Om,         "  that.  »«  the. 
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Jjis  dic&e ;  and  heere  ia  beside  me  a  lion),  and  an  ape,  and  a  serpent^ 
and  I  ne  wote  of  whom  I  BhaR  be  furst  devowryd.  And  ^erfor, 
[for]  the  love  of  go($,  gete  a  long*  corde,  by  fe  whidi  I  may  be 
drawyn)  out  j  and  y  vndirtake,  ^t  I  sh^  avannce  fe  and  bB,  J^ne 
\fer(oTe  for  eo^r.  And  but  I  soone  be  holpyn),  I  shafi  be  devowrid  by 
theise  bestis."  Thenne  saide  gwido,  '<)>at  were  haide  to  me  for  to 
do,  for  I  haue  not  to  live  by,  but  ^t  I  gadre  wode  here  in  fe  foreet^ 
put  I  seH ;  and  if  I  go  abowte  ^is  erunde^  I  most  thenne  leTe  myne 
owne  ocupacion) ;  and  fertoief  if  I  haue  not  of  you  for  my  labour,  it 
wott  be  to  me  and  to  my  wife  gret  lost  and  haime."  Then  answerid 
]>e  stiward,  and  saide,  **Bj  fe  helthe  of  the  EmpsrouT,  my  lord, 
and  by  ]»e  o^  that  I  haue  maade  to  him,  I  shafi  to-moiowe  aTaunoe 
]>e  and  aH  thyne  to  grete  riohesses.  If  ]k>u  wolt  do  fio.**  quoUi 
gwydo,  "  I  shal  do  thi  bidding^''  He  went  home,  and  fette  a  lang* 
rope ;  and  come  to  ]>e  pitte,  and  saide,  **  Sir  stiwarde,  ^howe !  looke 
yp !  for  I  caste  downe  a  long*  roope  here  to  the ;  and  ^dffore  bynde  it 
abowte  ]»i  mediS,  and  I  ahalle  drawe  ^  vp.**  And  peime  fe  stiward 
was  glad,  and  saide,  ''Late  downe  the  corde;"  and  so  he  dude. 
And  when  )^e  lyon)  sawe  fe  corde  maade  redy  to  take  him  oute,  he 
stirte  yn  to  it.  And  whenne  gwido  felte  a  grette  weyjt,  he  trowid 
]7at  it  hadde  y-be  ]>e  stiward ;  and  Tndir  ))at  trust  he  drowe  vp  ^ 

'  f  MS.  nowe. 
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knyght,  "  I  am  the^  Steward  of  the  Emperour,  and^  in  this  pitte  are 
with  me  a  lyon),  an  Ape,  and  a  serpent ;  and  I  wote  not  whiche  of 
thise  shaH  first  devowre  me.  therfore,  for  goddes  love,  draw*  me 
out,  and  I  shatt  wele  promote  the.  For  but  I  sone  have  help,  of  thise 
i\j.  bestes  I  shaH  be  devowred."  f  Guy  seid,  ''  this  is  herd  to*  me 
to  do,  for  I  have  right  nought,  but  that'  I  gadre  stikkes,  and  selle 
hem,  and  therof*  am  I  susteyned.  But  I  shall  fulfilled  your  wille, 
and  yf^  I  have  nought  of  you,  it  shall  be  ^harme  to  me.^"  %  The 
Steward  seid,  ''by  the  help*  of  the  Emperour,  thou^®  and  aH  thyne 
to-morow  I  shaH  promote  to  grete  richesse."  f  Guy  seid,  "  I  tioA 
do  that  thou  biddesf  he  ^^went  to  the  Citee,  and  bought^^  a  loDge 
corde,  and  stode  on^*  the  pitte  side,  and  lette  downe  the  corde,  and 
said,  ''  Steward,  come  vp  by  the  corde."    f  Whan  the  lyoli)^*  sawe 

'  Om.        *  Om.        '  with  a  lODg  cord  draw.        *  for.        *  Om. 
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lioii) ;  and  when  ^e  lion)  was  yp,  he  maad  a  maner  of  ioiyng<  to  him^ 
and  ^an  he  lan  to  ^  wode^  And  thenne  Gwido  sent  down)  ^e  Roop 
a^en.  And  theune  fe  Ape  stirte  in  to  )ie  Roope,  or  eorde,  and  bo  gwido 
drowe  vp  fe  Ape  in  stede  of  fe  stiwardl ;  and  then  ]>e  Ape  lan  c^en 
to  ye  wode.  Thenne  ^e  thiide  tyme  gwido  late  ^e  Hoope  go  downe, 
and  ye  serpent  stirte  in  to  it,  and  was  drawyif  yp  as  were  ^e  oyer ; 
and  maade  a  maner  of  thonking*  to  ^e  man,  and  jede  his  way  to  ye 
wode.  And  thenne  spake  ye  stiwan)  to  him,  **  Deer'  frend,  nowe 
yon  hast  faire  deliueryd  me  of  theise  thre  bestis,  Kowe  late  ^  corde 
fatt,  and  I  shali:  come  vp."  the  man  late  ye  corde  faH,  and  ye 
stiward  gnrde  him  yer  in,  and  was  diawyn)  vp.  Whenne  he  was  yp, 
he  saide  to  gwido,  "  come  to-morowe  at  noon  to  pe  palys,  and  I  shaH 
ayaunce  ye  for  en^."  Thenne  gwido  was  glad,  and  went  home 
wtt^oute  ony  stickys  or  wode.  And  whenne  his  wife  sawe  ))at.  She 
askid  of  him,  whi  yat  he  hadde  not  gaderid  stickis,  wherby  }>at  yei 
my^te  haye  hire  sustynaunce  that  day.  And  thenne  he  tolde  hire 
aH  ye  processe,  as  ys  saide  afore,  How  ye  stiward  feH  in  to  ^e  diche, 
and  howe  he  deliuered  him,  and  howe  he  shall  receyye  yerioie  his 
nieede  on  ye  morow.  And  when  she  hadde  hurde  yes  wordis,  she 
was  right  glad,  and  saide^  **  Late  ys  nowe  be  mery,  and  in  ye  morowe 
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the  cordcy  he  steite  therto,  and  held  it  strongly.  Guy  wend  he  had 
diawen)  yp  the  knyght,  and^  drewe  yp  the  lyoh);  and*  whan  the 
lyon)  was  draweh)  yp,  he  lowted  to  hym,  and  ranne  to  the  wode. 
[Then  the  second  tyme  he  lete  downe  the  corde.  The  ape  saw  that, 
and  lepe  therto,  and  so  he  was  drawne  yp ;  and  thankyd  hym  on  his 
maner,  and  went  to  the  wode.  The  iij.  tyme  he  let  don)  the  corde. 
The  serpent  saw  that,  and  stert  therto,  and  was  drawyn  yp ;  and 
lowtyd  to  hym,  and  went  to  the  wode.^  ^  Than  the  steward  seid, 
•*  now  am  I  delyuered  of  iij.*  bestes,  lette  downe  now  the  corde  to 
me,  th^  I  may  assend."  and  so  it  was  done,  he  knytte  it  fast 
about  his  arse,  and  Guy  drew  hym  out.  f  And  than  said^  the 
knyght^  "come  to-morow  at  none  to  the®  paleys,  and^  I  shall  make 
the  riche  for  eyer.**  ^IF  Guy  was  loyfull,  and  went  home  yoide,  his 
wyf  asked  whi  he  had  gadred  no  stikkes,  of  the  whiche  thei  myght 
lyye  that  day.  he  told  her  how  he  had  delyuered  the  Steward  out 
of  the  pitte ;  and  the®  next  day  folowyng  he  shuld  yeye  hym  worthi 
mode,     f  his  wyf  was  glad,  and  said,  "  lette  ys  be  of  good  comfort ; 

'  Init  bfli        *  Om.        *  Supplied  from  C.        *  thcs  iy.        •  aeyd  to  hym. 
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aiyse,  and  go  fecb  our  meede.''  On  ]>e  morowe  gwido  rose  vp,  and 
went  to  ^e  palys,  an[d]  knockidf  at  ])e  ^ate;  and  pe  porter  come, 
and  askiJ  fe  cause  of  his  knockyng*.  And  thenne  saide  Gwido, 
"  sir,  I  pray  you,  for  goddis  love,  go  to  ^e  stiwanl,  andf  ^  telle  him 
that  here  stondith  at  ^e  ^ate  a  poore  man,  that  spake  wit^  him 
^isterday  in  j>e  forest."  And  pe  porter  hi^te  for  to  do  it ;  and  ^ede 
to  the  stiwarJ,  and  tolde  him  howe  ]>at  per  was  a  pool'  man  at  ^ 
^ate,  to  abide  hym,  ^at  spake  ^Ith  him  in  the  forest  And  when  he 
hadde  saide  fia  message,  ^e  stiwardi  haad  him  go  a3en,  and  telle 
him,  )pat  he  lyet&  in  his  hed,  For  ]>er  spake  noon)  wUh  him  fere; 
and  he  sent  him  worde,  ]>at  he  sholde  go,  ]»t  he  neuer  sawe  hym. 
And  thenne  ])e  porter  come  to  pe  ^ate,  and  tolde  to  Gwido  the 
answere  of  the  stiward,  and  howe  he  baad  ^at  he  sholde  hye  him  ho 
fe  ^ate,  vp  peyne  of  worse ;  For  he  saide,  yat  he  lyed  in  his  sawis. 
And  whenne  Gwido  hurde  ^is,  he  wax  ri^t  hevy,  and  went  home, 
and  tolde  his  wife,  Howe  ^at  ^e  stiwarde  saide.  And  thenne  his 
wife,  as  a  goode  woman,  comfortid  him,  and  saide  to  him,  |>at  he 
sholde  go  an  ofer  tyme,  and  preve  f e  stiward.  When  morowe  come, 
he  rose,  and  went  a^en  to  }>e  palys,  prayng*  pe  porter  ]>at  he  shulde 
go  a^en,  and  say  his  erende.  The  porter  saide,  "  I  woH  gladly,  but 
I  drede  pai  it  wofi  not  profite  pe"  He  went  to  ^e  stiward,  and 
shewid  him  ]7at^  ^e  poore  man  was  comyn)  a^en.     And  whenne  the 

»  leaf  199,  col.  1.  «  )7at  |)ttt,  MS. 

[Second  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

therfore  rise  the  day  and  the  houre,  and  go  to  the  man  for  the  rewawJ." 
IF  On  the^  other  day  he  went  to  the  paleys,  and  spake  to  the  porter, 
and  said,  "I  pray  the,  go  to  the  Steward,  and  telle  hym,  that*  the 
man  is  here  with  the  whiche  he  spake  yistirday."  IF  The  porter 
went  to  the  knyght,  and  said  the  herand  ^and  the  message.'  The 
knyght  said,  "  none  spake  with  me ;  lette  hym  go  his  way,  that  I  se 
hym  not.**  Hhe  porter  bad  him  go  his  way.  IT  whan*  Guy  herd 
this,  he  was  sory,  and  went  home,  and  told  his  wyf  att:  ^the  matir.* 
his  wyf  comforted  hym  in^  aH  that  she  myght,  and  said,  "go'^to 
liym  another  tyme,  and  assaye."  %  he  went  another  day®  to  the 
paleys,  and  praied  the  porter  to  spede  his  nedes.  the  porter  went  at 
his  praiyng®  to  the  steward,  and  shewed  to  hym  the  comyng  of  the 

'  that.        ^  Om.        *  Om.        *  Ont.        *  that  was  fallen.        •  Om. 
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stiward  liurde  J^at,  he  went  to  ]>e  jate  in  a  grete  ang^;  and  \%v 
Lenticulus  )>e  stiwarde  bette  Gwido  ]>e  poore  man  so  soore,  ])at  he 
lefte  him  halfe  ded.  Whenne  his  wife  hurde  ])is,  she  come  witA 
hire  asse,  and  ^afe  ])e  stiwarde  hire  blessing*  wit^  ])e  lefte  hond ;  and 
careyd  horn  hire  hnsboncf,  and  spend  on  him  aH  ]^at  she  my^te  gete, 
tiH  he  hadde  his  helth.  And  whenne  he  was  hole,  he  went  to  \q 
wode  as  he  was  wonyd  to  do,  for  to  gadery  wode.  And  in  a  ccrtayne 
tyme,  as  ]jis  gwido  was  in  ]^e  wode,  he  sawe  a  lyon)  afer,  and  x.  assis 
afors  him,  and  aH  ]je  assis  were  chargyd  wiih  diuerse  marchandise ; 
and  (e  lion)  broujte  all  to  Gwido.  Gwido  drad ;  but  when  he  hadde 
biholden  wel  J^e  lioii),  he  knewe  wel  in  hym  selfe  ]^at  it  was  ]^e  same 
lion)  ))at  he  savid  fro  ]>e  dich ;  and  ]^e  lion)  wold  neuer  leeve  him,  til 
tyme  ))at  all  ])e  assis  weere  comyn)  in  to  his  house ;  and  thenne  he 
bowid  down)  wttA  his  bed,  and  thonkid  him  by  his  tokenyng*. 
Thenne  gwido  openyd  ])e  Fardelys,  and  he  fond  \erm  gret  diu^*sito 
of  goodis ;  and  thenne  he  dude  mak  a  proclamacion),  ])at  if  ony  man) 
hadde  I-lost  x.  assis  witA  hire  fardels,  come  to  him,  and  ))ey  shulde 
haue  hem ;  but  \er  was  no  man  ))fit  wolde  chalenge  hem.  And  then 
Gwido  solde  ])e  marchauntyse,  and  bou3t  him  tenementys  and  othir 
maner  of  goodis,  J^at  he  was  y-maad  a  rich  man) ;  and  ^\i  he  vsid  ])e 
wode  as  he  dude  afoi',  and  gaderid  wode.    Hit  happid  in  a  certayno 
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pore  man.  the  Steward,  whan  he  herd  this,  he  went  and  bete  him, 
and  lefte  hym  halfe  on  lyve.  U  his  wyf  herd  that,  and  come  to 
hym,  and  put  hym  on  his  asse,  and  ledde  hym  home ;  and  that  she 
had,  she  spended  vpon^  medecynes,  and  so  he  was  made  hole.  Than 
he  went  agayn)  to  the  wood  with  his  asse,  for  to  gadre  stikkes.  IF  It 
iille  on  a  day,  whan  Guy  went  to  the  wood,  he  sawe  a  lyon),  and 
before  hym  .x.  asses  chargede  with  dyuerse  chafFare.  The  lyon) 
brought  hem  aH  before  hym.  Guy  was  aferde,  but  whan  he  hade 
wisely  behold  \he  lyon),^  he  knew  wele^  the  lyon),  Hhe  whiche*  he 
drew  out  of  the  pitte,  And  *whan  ati  the  Asses  were  entred  into  his 
house,  the  lyon)  enclyned  his  hede,  and  went®  ayene  to  the  woode. 
H  Guy  opened  the  pakkes,  and  founde  moche  merchaundise.  he 
went,  and  did  enquere^  in  chirches®  and  markettes,  yf*  any  man 
hadde  lost  chaffare  with  asses,  that^®  he  shuld  come  to  hym ;  but 

'  it  on.         *  Otn.        »  it  was.        *  that.        •  leaf  82.        •  so  went^ 
'  upere.  •  kyrkes.  •  that  if.  *•  Om, 
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day,  as  be  went  to  ^  wode,  ^t  be  sawe  ye  Ape,  ye  wbicb  he  drowe 
out  of  ye  pitte,  sitting^  in  ye  top  of  a  tie,  and  with  hire  tet&  and  with 
hire  pawis  roggyd  and  Rent  a-downe  biancbis  and  wode,  in  as  mocli 
quantite  as  Gwido  hadde  nede  of  to  charge  with  his  asse ;  and  whan 
J^e  asse  was  chaigid,  ye  ape  ran  to  ye  wode.  Thenne  Gwido  went 
bom,  and  come  ajen  ye  tbirde  day,  and  cutte  Srdowne  wode ;  and 
thenne  he  sawe  ye  serpent  come  to  him,  whom  he  hdpyd  owt  of  ye 
dich;  and  she  hadde  in  hire  mowthe  a  ston)  y-colonrid  wtt^  a 
thief olde  colour,  and  she  late  hit  faii:  in  ye  lappe  of  gwido.  Whenne 
she  hadde  so  y-don),  she  Idst  his  feet,  and  ran  to  the  wode  a^. 
And  thenne  gwido  hiely  menrelicl  of  what  v^rta  ]ns  stone  was,  and 
went  to  a  ston^,  and  saide  to  hym,  '^gooJ  maxi),  I  pray  ^e  te&  me 
^e  verta  of  yis  ston^  and  I  sbaH  rewarde  ye  for  ^i  meede."  Thenne 
when  ye  Btoner  hadde  I-^yn)  ye  stoii),  he  saide  to  hym,  "  I  shafi  jive 
^e  an  C.  marke  for  yia  ston)."  "  Nay,"  quo]>  Gwido,  **  I  wroU  not  sett 
it,  till:  tyme  J^at  I  knewe  ye  Yerta  yeroL"  Thenne  saide  fe  ston^, 
''  JpiB  ston)  bathe  i^\  vertuys ;  the  f  rust  yertu  is,  J^at  who  so  euer  have 
^it,  he  shaH  baue  eutfrmore  ioy  with  oute  bevinesse;  The  seconds  is, 
that  he  shall:  baue  babundaunce  wttAoute  defawte ;  The  tbirde  is,  he 
shatt  baue  lijt  wtt^oute  derkenesse ;  and  yerto  he  yei  ha^  it  sbatt 

*  leaf  199,  ool  2. 
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there  was  none  found.  Notwithstondyng^  tbise  ricbesse,  he  weiit 
agayn)  to  the  woode,  for  to  gadre  stikkes,  wi^  his  asse.  IT  It 
happed  on  a  day  as  he  went  to  the  woode,  he  sawe  the  Ape»  that  he 
drew  oute  of  the  pitte,  in  the  croppe  of  a  tree,  brekyng  stilJies  wit& 
his  handes,  and  with  his  tethe ;  and  cast  downe  as  many  stikkes  as 
be  nededf,  to  lade  with  his  Asse,  and  wente  home.  ^  Another  day' 
be  Vent  to  the  woodi,  and  he'  sawe  a-ferre  a  serpent,  beryng  in  his 
mouthe  a  stone  of  .iij.  colouis,  the  whiche  he  gaf*  hym,  and  wente 
agayne  'to  the  woode.^  IT  Guy  had  wondir  of  ^e  stone,^  and  wente 
to  a  lapydarye,  to  aske  of  what  vertu  it  was.  he  aunswered,  and 
said,  it  hadde  .iij.  vertues.  f  The  first  yertu  is  this^ ;  he  that  'have 
this,^  sh^  have  ioye  with  out  beyynesse.  IT  The  second  is,  he  shi^ 
have  babundaunce^  with  out  defaute.  IT  The  tbirde  is,  he  shafi  have 
light  without  derknesse.    also  he  that  'hath  it^  and^  shidl  selle  it^ 


'  And  notwithstoDdyng.  '  tyme.  '  Om.         *  Om, 
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neaer  haue  power  to  selle  it,  wttAonte  J^at  he  Receyve  feriox  as  muche 
as  it  is  woii£ ;  For  if  he  do  ^e  Contrary,  ])e  ston)  shcdi  come  to  him 
a^en."  And  thenne  gwido  was  glac)  y-nowe,  and  saide,  "  in  a  goode 
tyme  I  drowe  out  ^  bestis  out  of  J^e  dich/'  And  by  yertu  of  ])e 
stoo)  he  gate  many  and  gret  habondances  of  goodis,  so  ]>at  he  was  a 
grete  and  a  myjty  man,  and  gret  was  his  possession).  And  wttAInne 
shorf  tyme,  word  come  to  ^e  Emparour,  howe  Gwido  had  a  ston)  of 
grete  ycrtu.  And  ]>enne  the  Emp^rour  sent  to  him,  and  bad  J^at  he 
sholde  come  to  him.  And  when  he  was  y-come,  ])e  Emperoor  saide 
to  hym, ''  Deei'  frend,  I  horde  telle  fai  fon  were  some  tyme  in  a 
giet  pooerte,  and  nowe  J^ou  art  a  gret  riche  man,  thorowe  ydrtu  of  a 
precious  ston) ;  I  pray  ]>e  selle  to  me  faX  ston).**  "  Sir/*  quo))  Gwido, 
"  I  dare  not  do  jiat ;  For  I  am  sikir  of  iij.  thingis  as  long^  as  I  haue 
^t  ston),  BcU.  to  haue  ioy  wit^ute  sorowe,  habundaunce  wtt^oute 
defant,  and  li^t  wtt^oute  derkenesse."  And  when  pe  Emperoor 
horde  fiSy  he  was  J^e  mooi'  y-temptyd  to  ]^e  ston)  then  he  was  afore, 
and  ^6rf oi'  he  saide  to  him  in  pis  maner,  *'  Chese  ])e  on  of  theise  two, 
or  to  passe  oot  of  myne  empire  for  eu^,  wtt^  aH  ^i  kynred,  or  EUys 
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Dot  yf  he  haye  as  moche  as  it  is  worthe,  it  shaH  come  home'  agayn) 
to  hyuL**  IT  Goy,  whan  he  herd^  this,  he  said,^  "  in  a  good  tyme  I 
drewe  the  bestes  oot  of  the  pitte  ! "  by  the  yerto  of  this^  stone  he 
gate  moche  good,  and^  so  moche,  that  he  was  made  a  knyght,  and 
gate  many  possessions.  IT  Anon)  aftir  this,^  it  was  no  coonsaile,  hot 
it  was  shewed  to  the  Emperoor,  that  Goy  had  a  stone  of  grete  yerto. 
f  The  Emperoor  sent  to  hym  a  messanger,  that  he  shold  sone  come 
to  hym,  *at  a certayn)  day.'^  IT  Goy,  wban  he  was  come,  the  Emperoor 
said  to  hym,  **  Frend,  I  haye  herd  said,  that  some  tyme  thoo®  were 
in  grete  pooerte,  and  now  by  the  yerto  of  a  stone  ^oo  arte*  made 
liche.  I  pray  the,  selle  me  that  stone."  IT  he  said,  *^  sir,  y  may 
not,  for  I  am  certayn),  that  as^^  longe  as  I  haye  the  stone,  I  ^haJi  be^^ 
siker  of  iij.  thynges.  IT  The  firste  is,  I  shidi  haye  loye  withoot 
heyynesse.  The  second  is,  habondaonce  with  oote  defaote.  The 
thiide  is,  light  withoot  derknesse."  IT  The  Emperoor,  whan  he  had 
herd  this,  he  was  more  coyetoose  of  the  stone,  and  said  to  hym, 
''chese  of  \j.  thynges,  other  thoo  shalt  oot  of  my  Empire,  with  ali 

*  Otti.        *  had  herd.        '  was  right  glad,  and  seyde.        *  the. 
'in.       *     '  Om.  ^  in  to  a  oerten  place.  *  ye.  'ye  be. 
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to  selle  me  ])e  ston)."  Then  saide  he,  *'  sir,  if  it  woH  noon  o^r  he, 
do  as  J>ou  wolt ;  Neuerthelese  I  woH  warne  Je  of  Je  p6?iH,  sdl.  fat 
hut  ]^ou  3ive  me  as  moch  for  pe  ston)  as  it  is  worth,  douteles  it  woH 
turne  to  me  ajen/*  Thenne  saide  ^  Emperour,  "  I  shaH  jive  fe  a 
M^  marke  Jjerfor."  And  whenne  J>at  was  paycJ,  he  tooke  him  fe 
stoii),  and  3ede  hom,  and  tolde  his  wife  of  pe  hargajne.  And  as 
soone  as  pey  openyd  hire  cofer,  for  to  put  in  hire  golde,  pai  sawe 
hire  stou)  afore  hem,  ligging^  perlnne.  And  when  she  sawe  it,  she 
baadf  him  take  it,  and  bei'  it  a3on  in  aH  haste  ))at  mj^t  be,  ))at  pQ 
Emp^rour  put  not  to  vs  no  treson)  ne  gyle.  So  Gwido  dude  in  dede, 
and  saide  to  him,  "  sir,  jisterday  I  solde  you  a  ston),  and  nowe  I 
wolde  se  him  a^en."  Thenne  \>e  Emp^our  went  to  his  tresour ;  and 
whenne  he  cowth  not  fynde  it,  he  was'^  hevy,  and  come  a^en  to  him, 
and  shewid  not  to  him  ]>e  ston).  Then  saide  gwido,  "  sir,  hovy  you 
not,  for  I  saide  to  you  pai  I  my3te  not  selle  you  pe  ston),  no  lesse 
fan  I  receyvid  J^erfore  the  trewe  value ;  and  so  jisterday  ye  gafe  me 
a  M*.  marc  for  the  ston),  and  pia  day  I  fonde  it  in  my  chest,  and  hei* 

*  MS.  repeat$  he  was, 
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thi  progenye,  or  thou  shalt  selle  me  the  stone."  %  "  Sir,"  he  ^seid, 
"  I  were  lothe  to  offende  you ;  and  therfore,  yf  ye  wille  bye  the  ston^, 
I  shaft  fulfille  your  wille.  but  first  I  shaft  shewe  you  the  pmle  uf 
the  stone.  %  Sir,^  but  yf  ye  yeve  me  as  moche  therfore  as  it  is 
wortlie,  with  outen  doute  the  stone  shaft  come^  ayene  to  me." 
%  The  Emperour  sai(J,  "  I  shaft  yeve  the  sufficiantly,  for  thou  shalt 
have  of  me  a  thousand?  pounde.*"  Guy  toke  the  money  of  hym,  and 
delyuered  hym  the  stone,  atte  morow  Guy  openecJ  his  chest,*  and 
founde  the  stone,  and  told?  his  wyf  of  the  chaunce.  IT  She  seid, 
'*  00  !  sir,  go  fast  to^  the  Emperour,  and  take  hym  agayn)  the  stone, 
lest  he  put  to  vs  gyle  or  fraude."  IT  Guy  wente  to  the  Empcrour, 
and  said?,  '*  Sir,  yisterday  I  solcJ  to  you  a  stone ;  I  wold  gladly  se 
it."  the  Eniperour  went  to  his  tresorye,  and  found  not  the  stone, 
he  come  forthe  hevy  vnto  Guy,  and  said,  he^  had  lost  the  stone. 
IT  Than  said  Guy,  "  sir,  be  not  hevy,  for  I  said  to  you  before,  that  I 
myght  not  selle  the®  stone  vnto  I  had  resceived  the  valew.  lo  I 
here  your®  thousand  mark*,  that  ye  gaf*  me  for  the  stone,  For  I  this 
day  found  it^®  in  my  chest ^^ ;  and  happely  'but  yf  I  had"  brought  it^' 

*  leaf  32,  back.         *  Om,        •  come  home.         *  marc        *  huch. 
•  agayn  to.        '  Uiot  he.       •  my.       •  is  your.       '•  the  stone.       "  huche. 

*  had  not  I.  ''the  stone. 
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I  have  him."  And  when  pe  Empcrour  sawe  Je  ston),  he  had  gret 
mervaile,  and  saide  to  him,  "  by  fe  feith  fat  pon  art  holdyn)  yii)  to 
me,  telle  me  ho  we  fat  pon  come  to  ]>is  stone  first."  Thenne  saide 
gwido,  "sir,  by  Je  fei^  fat  I  am  boundyn)  ynne  to  you,  I  shatt  tett 
you  ])e  soth.  Your  stiwani,  p&t  30  brou^t  vp  of  nou^t,  maade  many 
depe  dichis  in  ]>e  forest ;  and  so  he  fell  yn  oii)  of  hem,  and  my3te 
not  arise  out  a^en,  for  depnesse.  Aft^  it  happid,  ])at  a  lyoii),  an 
ape,  and  a  serpent,  fell  in  to  him.  And  fat  tyme  I  was  poore,  I  Ysid 
fat  tyme  for  to  gadre  wode  in  f e  forest,  and  bringe  it  hom  wiiJi  myne 
asse.  And  as  I  was  fer  in  a  certayne  tyme,  for  to  gadre  wode,  the 
stiwani  cryd  to  me,  fat  I  sholde  drawe  him  out  of  f e  penH  fat  he 
was  Inne  fere,  ^and  fro  fe  venymous  bestis  fat  he  was  among^;  and 
he  saide  fat  he  wolde  f erfore  auaunce  me  and  all  my  kyn,  and  swore 
gret  othis  to  f olfiUe  it,  If  I  deliuered  him ;  and  for  fat  bihest  I 
caste  downe  a  long^  corde.  I  trowid  to  haue  y-drawe  himselfe  vp, 
and  diowe  vp  a  lyon) ;  I  drowe  vp  an  ape,  and  thenne  a  serpent ; 
and  at  fe  laste  I  drowe  vp  f e  stiward,  fat  som)  tyme  was  namyd 
Lenticulus,  no  better  than  a  begger.     And  f  e  liou)  hath  sith  payd 

'  leaf  199,  back,  col.  1. 
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to  you  ayene,  Y®  wold  have  shewed  me  myne'  offence."  IT  The 
Emperour,  whan  he  sawe  the  stone,  he  mervailed,  and  said,  "  By  the 
faithe  thou  owest  to  me,  say  how  thou  camest^  by  the  stone  1" 
IT  Guy  said,  "  by  the  faith  that  I  owe  to  you,  I  shati  telle  you  the 
trouthe.  youre  steward,  that  ye  promoted  of^  nought,  did  make 
many  depe  pittes  in  your  forest,  and  he,^  as  he  rode  Vnavised, 
fille^  into  one,®  and  myght  not  come  out,  for  the  pitte  was  depe.  It 
happed  wele,^  that  aftei^  hym  fille  a  lyon),  an  Ape,  and  a  Serpente, 
into  the  same  pitte.  and  I  was  that  tyme  poore,  and  wente  vnto^ 
the  Forest  with  my  Asse,  for  to  gadre  stikkes ;  and  as  I  wente,  he 
cried  *to  me,®  that  I  shuld  help  hym  out  of  the  pitte,  and  fro^®  perile 
of  dethe,  by  cause  he  was  amonge  suche^^  perillous  bestes.  and 
trewly  he  hight  to  me  with  an  othe,  that  he  shuld  promote  me  and 
aH  my  progeny  to  richesse.  IT  And^*  whan  I  herd  this,  I  gate  me  a 
longe  rope,  and  lette  it  into  the  pitte,  and  trowed  I  shuld  draw  hym 
to  me ;  and  I  drewe  vp  the  lyon),  and  aftir  hym  the  Ape,  and  than 
the  Serpent;  *and  atte^*  last  I  drewe  vp  the  Steward.     IT  The  lyon) 

'  on  me  lightly  ye  ahold  put.         '  come.         *  fro.         *  Om. 

•  on  a  day  onauysyd,  he  fylle.        •  the  one.        ^  Om,        •  in  to.        •  Om, 
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me  X.  assis  cbargid  with  di(i/?rse  merchaundise  ;  The  ape  ^afe  me  as 
mocH  wode  as  myne  asse  wolde  bei';  and  pe  serpent  gafe  me  yis 
precious  stone ;  and  your  stiward  gafe  me  so  many  gret  wondis  and 
strokis,  ])at  he  lefte  me  for  decf,  and  I  was  borne  home  yp  on)  an 
asse."  When  J>e  Emperour  hurde  Jat,  he  was  hiely  mevid  in  mynde 
a^en  pe  stiward,  and  made  him  to  come  forth,  and  fowle  reprevid 
him.  The  stiward  stoode  stili  like  a  beest,  for  he  cowthe  not  denye 
it ;  and  ])enne  ])e  Euiperoar  saide  to  him,  "  A !  wrecche,  a !  false 
begg^  I  loo !  vnresonabiH  bestis  as  pe  lion),  ^e  ape,  and  pe  serpent, 
haue  thankid  him^  and  rewardid  liim  his  meede  for  his  meede !  and 
povL,  fat  art  a  resonabitt  man,  hast,  for  his  socouryng*  psi  he  socouryd 
J^e,  ny  bet  him  to  deth ;  and  ]>erfore,  false  wrecche,  pou  shall  fia  day 
be  hongid  in  fe  iebet,  and  he  shall  haue  all  pi  londis,  and  be  stiwani 
in  pi  stede."  And  so  it  was  in  dede,  for  ]}e  stiward  was  y-hongid, 
and  Gwido  was  set  in  nis  stede,  and  wan  love  of  all  men,  &  in  faire 
pese  endid  his  life. 

[Second  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

yaf*  me  .z.  asses  charged  wit&  dyuerse  marchaundise ;  The  Ape  yaf 
me  stikkes,  as  many  as  myn)  Asse  myght  here ;  The  serpent  yaf>  me 
this  precious  Stone,  the  whiche  I  have  sold  to  'you ;  but  the  Steward 
bete  me,  and  wounded  me  greuously,  ))at  I  was  born)  home  on  myn) 
asse."  IT  The  Emperour,  whan  he  herd  this,  he  was  gretly  stered  in 
hym  self*  agayn)  the  Steward,  and  sent  for  hym ;  IF  And  whan  he 
was  come,  the  Emperour  vndirtoke  hym*  of  the  cryme*  that  be  did 
to  Guy ;  and  he  stode  stille,  and  aunswered  not,  for  he  myght  not 
denye*  it.  IT  Than  said  the  Emperour,  "  O  !  thou  wrecche,  vnreson- 
able  bested,  as  the  lyon),  the  Ape,  and  the  Serpent,  y elded  hym  mede, 
because  he  drew  hem  out  of  the  pitte  vnpraied ;  and  thou,  that  art 
a^  reaonable  man,  and  for  his  good  purpose  that  delyuered  the  fro 
thi®  det£L,  for  his  mede  thou  bete  hym^  nere  to  the  dethe.  IT  For 
the^  whiche  dede  I  demo  the  this  day  to  be  hanged  'on  the  Gibbette,^ 
and  idl  thi  londes  I  yeye  to  Sir  Guy ;  and  in  thi  stede  I  make  hym 
Steward."  II  Whan  the  Steward  was  hanged  on  the  Gibbette,  Sir 
Guy  ocupied  his  place,  the  whiche  was  loved  of  all,  and  so  in  pease 
ended  his  lyf*. 

*  leaf  33.         •  Out.        *  wrong.         *  dcuoyde.         *  Om.        •  the. 
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Deere  frendis,  f is  Emp<?roup  is  pe  fadir  of  Hevene.  The  poore 
man,  y&t  ib  so  avauncyd,  is  ])e  poore  man  comyng^  out  of  his 
moder  wombe,  and  avauncyd  heei'  to  wordly  richesses  and 
possessions ;  and  ]>frfore  saieth  ^e  PsaZm,  De  etercore  erigena pauperem 
vt  sedat  cum  prmcijnfnu,  He  resede  ]>e  poore  man  fro  filthede  and 
tordisy  and  to  sette  him  among*  princis.  And  so  per  ben  many  fsA, 
ben  yis  auauncyd.  And  thenne  thei  neythir  knowe  god  ne  hem 
selfe ;  they  make  diiurse  and  depe  diches,  scil.  malice  and  wickid- 
nesse  c^enst  ^e  poore,  in  pe  which  pe  deuel  ofte  tyme  makith  hem 
selfe  to  fatt ;  And  J^erfore  it  is  y-rad  puB,  Qui  foueam  fecit  alteri,  sepe 
incidit  in  earn,  He  ]>at  makith  a  dich  to  an  othir,  ofte  tyme  fallith 
^Inne  him  selfe;  And  J^at  shewid  wele  by  Mardoche.  And  ^e 
man  Gwido,  ])at  goith  in  pe  forest  with  his  asse  for  wodo,  is  eche 
ri3twisman),  ]>at  goith  in  pQ  forest  of  this  wordle,  and  gadorith 
merytorie  werkis ;  and  he  makith  his  asse.  mU.  his  body,  here  hem, 
by  the  whiche  pe  soule  may  be  glorified  in  pe  blisse  of  hevene ;  and 
so  he  findith  his  wife.  Bcil.  his  conscience,  and  his  childeryn),  bcH, 
vertays.  And  in  the  dich  of  pe  stiward  fallith  a  lion),  an  ape,  and  a 
seipent ;  and  so  ofte  tyme  fallith  pe  lion)  in  pe  kynrede  of  lude,  acil, 
god  wit^  a  synner,  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  is  redy  to  ^ive  him  grace ;  and 

[Second  Version.     AddiL  MS,  9066.] 

IT  Declaracio.  WorshipfuH  frendes,  this  Empe?-oup  is  the  Fadir 
of  heveh).  the  poore  man,  that  was  promoted,  is  man,  bom)  of  his 
niodir  naked  and  feble,  that  ofte  tyme  is  promoted  to  richesse  and 
dignytees ;  IT  wherfore  many  so  promoted  know  neither  god  nor  hem 
scljp*,  but  niaken)  dyuerse  pittes,  that  is,  malice  and  wikkednesse,  that 
thei  ordeyii)  agayn)  symple  men,  into  the  whiche  pittes  often  tymes 
the  devett  maketh  hem  falle.  IT  Guy,  the  whiche  went  with  his  asse 
to  the  Forest,  is  eche  rightfuH  man,  that  in  the  Forest  of  this  world 
gadreth  meritorie  werkes,  and  maketh  his  Asse  to  bere  hem,  that 
is,  his  body,  by  the  whiche  the  soule  may  be  glorified  in  the  ever 
lastyng  tabernacle  of  god.  If  And  so  his  wyf ,  that  is,  his  conscience, 
or  his  children),  that  are  good  vertues,  he  norissheth  and  fedeth. 
H  In  the  dyke  of  the  Steward  fille  the  lyOn),  the  Ape,  and  the 
Serpent.  U  So  offce  sithes  with  the  synner,  the  verrey  lyon)  of  the 
kynrede  of  luda,  that  is,  god,  he  discendith,  as  ofte  as  he  is  redy  to 
yeve  grace  to  a  synner.     IT  Guy,  that  diew  out  the  lyon),  is  a  right- 
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perof  seiyth  dauid  ]>e  prophete,  Cum  ipso  sttm  in  tHhulacume,  &c.  I 
am  with  fe  synfutt,  seiyt&  god  bi  his  prophet  here,  in  his  tribulacioii). 
Gwido  drowe  out  ]>e  lion),  acil.  ]>e  ri^twisman)  drawith  out  by  fe  oorde 
of  vertuys.     Also  he  drowe  out  an  ape,  acil.  J)e  wiH.  contrary  to 
reson),  sciL  whan  it  is  maade  obedient  to  resou),  for  among*  a&  bestis 
]>e  ape  is  most  likenyd  to  a  man),  and  so  wiH,  among*  att  powers  of 
pe  soule,  it  is  most  specially  to  be  licnyd  to  reson),  eciL  to  assent 
and  drawe  ynto  him.     Also  he  drowe  out  a  serpent,  ecH.  penaunce, 
and  fat  for  ij.  skelis ;  The  serpent  berith  in  his  tunge  medecyn),  and 
in  his  taile  venym) ;  And  so  penaunce  is  bitt^  an[d]  sooi'  pricking  to 
fe  doer,  but  it  is  a  swete  medecyu)  for  ]>e  soule ;  and  ^^ore  ecK 
man  ]>at  is  ri3thwisse,  owit£  for  to  drawe  vnto  ^e  serpent  ot  pen- 
aunce.    Also  at  ]>e  laste  he  drowe  yp  ^e  stiward ;  And  so  doii£  a 
ri3twisman)  or  a  saynt;  he  oftyn)  tyme  drawith  a  man  firo  ye  dic& 
of  synne  by  goode  ensampelis.   And  (at  we  see  by  ensampitt  of  crist, 
Non  vent  vocari  iustos^  set  peceatores,  Crist  saieth,  I  com  not  to  clepe 
rijthwismeu),  but  sinfutt  men)  to  penaunce.     And  so  dude  seneca ; 
he  tau3te  Kero,  the  ^  Emperour,  moch  profit  an[d]  goode,  But  at  fe 
laste  he  dude  as  a  wickyd  tiraunt,  For  he  made  seneca,  his  maister, 
do  be  slayne.    Also  crist  jafe  power  to  ludas  for  to  do  miraclis,  as 

■  leaf  199,  back,  ool.  2. 
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fuH  man,  that  draweth  god  to  hym  by  the  corde  of  good  vertues. 
he  drew  oute  the  Ape,  that  is,  the  contrarie  wille  to  reason),  for 
amonge  aH  bestes  he  is  most  like  to  man.  Eight  so  wille  amonge 
1^  the  powers  of  the  soule,  namly  it  oweth  to  be  like  reason),  and 
restyng  therewith.  IT  Also  he  drew  out  the  Serpent,  that  is.  pen- 
aunce, and  that  for  ij.  thynges.  the  Serpent  in  his  tongue  beretfi 
medecyne,  and  in  his  taile  venyme ;  So  penaunce  to  the  doer  is 
bitter,  never  the  lesse  it  is  better  medecyne ;  therfore  every  rightfatt 
man  owet£  to  drawe  ^  to  hym  the  serpent  of  penaunce.  And  atte  last 
he  drew  out  the  Steward.  U  Eight  so  the  rightfuH  man  by  werkes 
of  mercy  draweth  out  the  synfuti  man  of  the  pitte  of  synne,  and 
that  by  the  ensample  of  crist,  that  came  not  to  calle  rightfufi  men, 
but  synners.  If  And  Senel^  taught  many  profitable  thynges  to 
Nero,  the  Emperour,  but  in  the  ende  he  did  slee  Senek*  his  maister, 
as  the  Steward  did  the  poore  man,  for  his  good  dede.  IF  Also  crist 
yaf*  power  to  ludas,  for  to  do  myracles,  neverthelesse  in  the  ende  lie 

*  leaf  33,  back.  *  to  drawe  to  draw,  MS. 
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he  dade  to  othir  apostolid^  but  in  pe  end  he  betraid  crist ;  and  so  it 
is  nowe  a  days.  For  late  many  men)  fat  dreditli  hire  god  teche  foolis 
^  sothe,  and  doctrine  of  heltli,  The  foolis  ^eldith  to  hem  a3en  scome, 
and  Ivifi  for  goode.  but  pe  Uon)  ^eldith  x.  assis  chargid  with 
Marchandise,  aeil.  crist  shal  ^eye  to  ^e  ri3twi8man)  x.  commaunde- 
mentys,  chargid  with  diuerse  vertuys,  by  Je  which  he  may  come  to 
Ve  richesse  of  ]>e  kyngdom  of  hevene.  Also  pe  Ape  gaderith  wode, 
scU,  a  man,  as  ofte  as  he  doi<£  dedis  of  charite,  and  ]>at  is  to  gadi' 
to-gedir  wode;  and  it  is  likenyd  to  wode  for  ])is  skile,  for  wode 
servith  for  too  profitis,^  acil,  to  belding*,  and  to  fyre.  So  dede  of 
charite  is  not  only  plesing*  to  man,  but  also  to  J^e  angelis  of  hevene ; 
and  ^rfore  it  is  saide  pis,  MagiB  gaudium  est  angelia  dei  super  vno 
peeecUore  peniienciam  agente,  qiuxm  super  nonaginta  nouem  iwftos  non 
indigentes  penitencia,  Hit  is  moi'  ioy  to  ]>e  angelis  of  god  of  oo 
synn^r  doing  pcnaunce,  Than  it  is  of  Nyenty  and  nyne  iuste  men)' 
that  nedith  no  penaunce.  Also  charite  makith  redy  the  house  of 
heuene  for  pe  sowle.  Also  pe  serpent  3af  hy77i  a  stoone,  y-colourid 
wttA  threfolde  colour.  This  stoone  is  crist,  for  skile  poX  we  mowe 
by  penaunce  plese  hym;  And  J>erfor  seiyth  lerome,  Peniteneia  est 
secnnda  tahxila  post  naufragium,  Penaunce  is  the  secuude  table  after 
naofragie.     And  pat  crist  hym  selfe  is  a  stoon,  he  shewith  an[d] 

>  MS.  Aa«^fitis  =  perfitis.  '  mail,  MS. 
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lost  hym  self*.  IT  Right  so  there  are  many  children)  of  the  deveH 
Beli^ ;  aH  though  some  drede  god,  and  shew  to  the  body  and  to 
the  soule  holy  doctryne  and  profitable,  they  yeld  to  hym  no  th3rng 
agayn),  but  ev^  for,  good.  IF  Behold  the  lyon)  with  the  x.  asses 
charged,  that  is,  crist  shaH  yeve  x.  preceptis  to  the  rightfuH  man, 
charged,  with  dyucrse  vertues,  by  the  whiehe  he  may  come  to  the 
richesse  of  the  kyngdome  of  heven.  If  Also  the  Ape  gadred  stikkes, 
that  is,  alse  ofte  as  man  wilfully  getteth  hym  werkes  of  charite ;  and 
that  is  for  to  gadre  stikkes,  in  as  moche  as  stikkes  are  good  and 
profitable  to  ^'.  thynges,  that  is,  to  make  bote,  and  to  edefie  houses. 
If  Right  so  parfite  chaste  heteth  the  soule;  also  charitee  araieth 
the  house  of  the  kyngdom)  of  heveii),  to  the  comyng  of  the  soule. 
f  Also  the  serpent  yaf  hym  a  stone  of  iij.  colours.  This  stone  is 
crist,  in  pat  by  penaunce  we  may  gete  this  stone,  that  is,  crist.  this 
stone,  that  is,  crist,  is  of  iij.  colours,  that  is,  power  of  the  Fadir, 
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affermitb  him  selfe,  saying*,  Bigo  sum  lapie  viuua^  I  am  a  quik  stone ; 
and  ))e  stone,  bcU,  crist,  is  colouiid  wi\h  a  thief  old  colour,  ^cU,  wttA 
mygfit  of  ])e  fad^r,  witA  wisdom)  of  ]>e  soone,  and  mt/i  grace  of  ]^e 
holy  gost.  And  dowteles  he  ]>at  hath  this  stoone  shaH  haue  habimd- 
aunce  wi\h  owte  defaute,  ioy  wtt^  oute  hevynesse,  and  li^t  witA  oute 
derkenesse,  in  ])e  kyngdom)  of  heuene.  And  ])is  stoone,  ^cU,  crist, 
is  so  precious,  ^at  he  may  not  be  soldo  for  siluer  and  gohle,  for  wtt/i 
^e  rijtwisman  he  shaH  euer  ahyde  and  dwelle.  And  ]>erfor  howe 
shuH  we  mowe  haue  him  1  Certenly  by  wey  of  penaunce,  and  not 
by  an  othir  way;  and  ]>6rfoTe  saiyth  AMgnstinua^  Venale  hdbeo 
regnum  celeste,  I  haue  pe  kyndom)  of  heuene  to  selle.  And  howe  is 
J^at  bou3t  ?  Certenly  by  penaunce ;  and  if  we  do  so,  we  shnli  not  as 
^e  stiward  be  hongid  in  helle,  but  we  shuH  be  sekir  of  ]>e  heritage 
of  heuene,  as  ben  rijtwismen.     Ad  quod  noe  ducat  ^c, 

[  LXVI.  ] 

ANCELMUS  THE  EMP^i^OUR 
(the  stobt  of  the  three  gaskets  in  the  ''merchant  of 

VENICE.") 

Ancelmti^  regnyd  emperour  in  ])e  cite  of  Rome,  and  he  weddid 
to  wife  ]>e  kynge^  dorter  of  lerusalem,  ])e  which  was  a  faire 
woman),  and  long  dwelte  in  his  company;   but  she  neoer 
conceyvid,  ne  brou3t  forth  frute,  and  ferof  were  lordis  gretly  hevied 
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wysedome  of  the  sone,  and  the  goodnease  of  the  holy  gost.  IT  he 
that  hathe  this  stone,  shaH  have  in  hoven  habundaunce  with  out 
defaute,  loye  with  out  hevynesse  or  sorow,  light  with  out  derknesse ; 
and  this  stone  is  so  precious,  that  it  may  not  be  sold  for  silver  ne 
for  goldf,  but  that  it  shaH  alway  dwelle  with  the  rightfiiH  man. 
^  how  then  mow  ye  have  that  stone )  forsothe  by  penaunce ;  and  yf 
wo  do  so,  the  Stewar($,  that  is,  the  vnrightfidi  man,  shali  be  hanged! 
in  helle,  and  the  rightful  man  in  the  heritage  of  the  kyngdome  of 
heven  shaiir  ever  ioye.     to  the  which  ^  Crist  brynge  vs !  Amen. 

[  XV.   leaf  24,  hack.  ] 

Anceline  reignec)  in  the  Citee  of  Home,  that  toke  a  faire  maiden) 
to  wyf* ;  and  thei  livedf  to-gedre  longe  tyme,  and  she  conseived  not> 
wherforo  the  lordes  of  the  Empire  were  mekeH  desolate.  U  It  befelle 

*  leaf  34. 
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and  soij.  Happing*  in  a  certeyne  evenyng*,  as  he  walki()  after  his 
soper  in  a  faire  greene^  and  J^o^te  of  aU  )>e  wordle,  and  specially  ]^at 
he  had  noon  heyr,  And  howe  fat  fe  kynge  of  naplis  strongly 
fetioTe  noyed  him  eche  ^ere ;  And  so,  whenne  it  was  ny^t,  he  went 
to  hedde,  and  tooke  a  slep,  And  dremyd  this.  He  sawe  the  firmament 
in  his  most  clemesse,  and  mooi'  cler  ])aa  it  was  wonyd  to  be,  And  pe 
mone  was  moi'  pale ;  and  on  a  party  of  J>e  mone  was  a  faire  colourid 
brid,  And  beside  hire  stoode  too  bestis,  ]^e  which  norisshid  pQ  brid 
wt'tft  hire  heete  and  bretha  Aitir  pia  come  diue?*8e  bestis  and 
briddis  fleyng*,  and  )iei  song  so  swetly,  pat  pQ  Emperour  was  wzt/i 
the  song*  awakid.  Thenne  on  pe  morowe  pe  Emperour  hadde  gret 
merveile  of  pis  sweuen),  and  callid  to  him  divinours,  and  lordis  of 
all  pe  Empire,  ^and  saide  to  hem,  ''Deere  frendis,  tellith  me  what  is 
pe  interpretacion)  of  my  sweuen),  and  I  shall  wel  reward  you ;  And 
bat  if  je  do,  ^e  shuH  be  dede."  And  then  ])ai  saide, ''  lord,  shewe  to 
Ts  thi  dreme,  And  we  shuH  teH  pe  the  interpretacion)  of  it."  And 
then  pe  Emperour  tolde  hem  as  is  saide  before,  Fro  bigynnyng*  to 
endyng*.     And  then  f  ei  were  glad,  and  wM  a  gret  gladnesse  spake 

*  leaf  200,  ool.  1. 
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on  a  nyght  aftir  souper,  that  the  Emperour  walked  in  his  gardeyn), 
and  thought  many  thynges  in  hym  self*,  and  of  that  he  had  none 
heire  of  his  body,  and  for  that  the  kyng  of  pule  werred  vpon  his 
Empire  alway.  IT  whan  it  was  nyght  the  Emperour  went  into  his 
cliambre,  to  his  bede,  and  had  a  dreme  vndir  this  forme.  If  In  the 
momyng  he  sawe  the  firmament  in  more  clernesse  than  it  was  wonte 
to  be,  and  the  mone  in  it  self*  was  more  pale  in  the  one  partie  than 
in  the  other.  IT  Than  went  out  a  litett  Bridde,  coloured  with  double 
coloures,  and  beside  the  bridde  ij.  Bestes,  the  which  noiisshed 
togedre  the  bridde  with  her  hete.  after  that  come  dyuerse  other 
bestes,  and  bowed  her  hcdes  to  the  bridde.  than  dyuerse  briddes 
come  to-gedre,  and  songe  so  swetely,  that  the  Emperour  was  waked 
of  his  slepe.  IT  Than  the  Empcrour  called  to  hym  dyvynours,  and 
the  wisest  men  of  aH  his  Empire,  and  said  to  hem,  "I  sawe  a 
dreme;  seith  amonge  you  the  interpretacion)  thereof*,  and  ye  shaH 
haue  grete  mede  of  me,  or  els  ye  shuH  be  dede."  IT  Thei  seid,  "  sir*, 
telle  Ys  the  dreme."  The  Emperoui'  told  hem  the  dreme  ^  as  is 
before  said.     IF  And  than  thei  anon)  with  a  glad  chere  said,  "  Sir, 

'  dremes,  MS. 
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to  him,  and  eaide,  "  Ber,  fia  was  a  goode  sweueii) ;  For  ye  firmainent 
fat  fon  sawe  so  clere  is  pe  Empire,  fe  wbicti  hens  forward  shaH  be 
in  prosp^rite;  The  paale  mone  is  ]>e  Emperesse,  )>e  which  hathe 
conceivid,  and  for  hire  conceiving*  is  ]>e  moi'  discolourid  ;  The  liiiH 
bryd  is  ^e  faire  sone  whom  fe  Emperesse  shaft  br3rng*  fortb,  when 
tyme  comith ;  The  too  beatis  ben  riche  men  and  wise  men,  ^t  shoH 
be  obedient  to  thi  childe  ;  ^e  oper  bestis  ben  oyer  folke,  pai  nener 
made  homage,  And  nowe  shuH  be  subiet  to  thi  (kmio  ;  The  briddis, 
J^at  song*  so  swetly,  is  ]>e  Empire  of  Rome,  ^at  shaft  ioj  of  ^i  childis 
burth ;  and,  sir,  pis  is  pe  int^rpretacion)  of  your  drem."  when  ye 
Empresse  hurde  ))is,  she  was  glad  y-nowe ;  and  soone  she  bare  a 
faire  sone,  and  J^erof  was  maade  moche  ioy.  And  when  ]>e  kyng*  of 
Naplis  hurde  ))at,  he  thowte  to  him  selfe,  ''I  haue  longe  tyme 
holdyn)  wen*  ayenst  ^e  Emperour,  And  it  may  not  be  but  y&i  it  wol 
be  tolde  to  his  sone,  when  ]>at  he  comytfi  to  his  f  uH  Age,  howe  }»t  I 
haue  fou^t  aft  my  lyfe  ayenst  his  fadir.  )e,*'  thowte  he,  "he  is 
nowe  a  childe,  and  it  is  goode  ))at  I  procour  for  pese,  J^at  I  may 
haue  rest  of  him,  when  he  is  in  his  best,  and  I  in  my  worste."  So 
he  wrote  letterea  to  ye  Emperour,  for  pese  to   be  had;    and  ye 
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the  dreme  is  good.  IT  The  firmament,  that  is  and  was  in  more 
clemesse,  is  the  Empire,  tbat  from  hens  forward  ehaA  be  put  in 
more  rest.  11  The  mone,  that  was  more  pale,  is  the  Empresse,  that 
for  concepcioh)  is  more  discoloured.  The  Hteft  bridde,  that  went  out, 
betokeneth  a  right  faire  sone,  that  she  shaft  bryng  forthe,  whan 
tyme  come.  The  two  bestes,  by  the  whiche  the  bridde  was 
norisshed,  are  alle  wise  men  and  riche,  that  shuft  obeye  to  the  child 
in  alle  thyng.  the  bestes,  that  bowed  her  hedes  to  hym,  are  moche 
other  folke,  the  whiche  yit  did  no  homage  to  your  sone ;  and  in  aH 
thynge  they  shaft  be  vndir  fote.  IT  The  briddes,  that^songen)  so 
meryly,  is  aft  the  Empire  of  Rome,  that  shaft  loye  the  birthe  of  the 
child."  If  The  Emperour  was  gretly  gladed  of  her  interpretacioii). 
After  this  the  Empresse  brought  forthe  a  child.  IT  whan  the  kyng 
of  pule  herd  this,  he  thought  with  in  hym  self",  "  I  have  longe  hoLI' 
werre  ayenst  the  Emperour ;  It  may  not  be,  but  whan  the  sone  shaH 
come  to  lawfnft  age,  it  shaft  be  tolde  hym  that  I  have  alway 
foughten)  ayenst  his  fadir.  now  he  is  a  child,  IF  Therfore  it  is  now 
better  to  me  to  be  in  pease,  that  whan  he  cometh  to  age,  he  have 
no  tliyiigo  ayenst  me."    U  The  kyng  anoii)  wrote  to  the  Eiiij)tfiour 

*  leaf  25. 
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Empcrour  seyng*  J>at  he  dude  ))at  mor*  for  cause  of  drede  than  of 
loye,  He  sent  him  worde  a-^en,  and  saide,  ])at  he  wold  make  him 
surte  of  pese,  with  condicioii)  ]^at  he  wolt)  be  in  his  servitute,  and 
3elde  him  homage  aH  his  life,  eche  ^er.  Thenne  fe  kyng*  callid  his 
conseil,  and  askid  of  hem  what  was  best  to  do ;  And  fe  loidis  of  his 
kyngdom)  saide,  psi  it  was  goode  to  folowe  pe  Emp^rour  in  his  wiH. 
"  In  ye  first  ^e  aske  of  him  surte  of  pese  ;  to  ynt  we  say  pus,  Thowe 
hast  a  doubter,  and  he  hath  a  sone;  late  matrimony  be  maad 
bytwene  hem.  And  so  per  shafi  be  good  sikimesse ;  Also  it  is  goode 
to  make  him  homage,  and  jelde  him  renter."  Thenne  ^e  kjng*  sent 
worde  to  ])e  Emperour,  and  saide,  J^at  he  wolde  fulfill  his  wiH  in  aH 
pojntys,  And  ^ive  his  do3t6r  to  his  sone  in  wife,  yf  J^at  it  were 
plesing  to  him.  This  answere  likid  wele  pe  Emperour,  but  he  sent 
worde  ajen,  ])at  he  wolde  not  assent  to  matrimony,  but  if  pat  his 
do3ter  hadde  beu)  a  vt'rgine  fro  hire  natiuite.  The  king^  was 
herewttA  hiely  glad,  for  bis  do3ter  was  such  a  cleene  vtrgyn.  So 
lettetes  were  maade  of  pia  couenaunt ;  and  he  made  a  shippe  to  be 
ordeyned,  to  lede  his  doubter  vrith  a  c^rtayne  of  kny^tis  and  ladeys 
to  pe  Emp^rour,  to  be  mareyrl  with  his  sone.  And  whenne  f  ei 
were  in  pe  shippe,  and  hadde  far  passid  fro  pe  londe,  per  Eose  vp  a 
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for  pease.  The  Emperour  seyng  that  he  did  this  because  of  dredo 
more  than  for  love,  IT  he  wrote  agayn)  to  hym,  and  said,  If  that  he 
wold  make  hym  suerte  of  pease,  and  bynde  hym  self*  to  hym  in 
serrage,  and  do  to  hym  homage,  and  yeld  the  rentes,  he  shuld 
take  hym  to  pease.  IT  The  kyng  called  to  hym  his  counsaile,  and 
told  hem  what  the  Emperour  said.  Than  the  wise  men  said,  "  It 
ia  good  to  fulfiH  the  Emperowrs  wills  in  aS  thyng.  First  he  asketfi 
of  you  suerte ;  To  that  we  say,  ye  haue  a  faire  doughtir,  and  the 
Emperour*  hath  a  sone ;  lette  matrymonye  be  made  bctwixe  hem, 
and  80  pease  to  be  made  withe  outeh)  ende.  IT  Also  the  Emperour 
asketh  homage  and  renter ;  it  is  good  to  fulfiH  hem."  IF  Than  the 
kyng  sent  messangers  to  the  Emperour,  that  he  wold  fulfiH  his  wille 
in  aH  thynge,  and  that  he  wold  yeve  his  doughtir  to  his  sone,  to  be 
his  wyf».  IT  The  Emperour  sent  agayn),  and  seid,  "  yf  thi  doughtir 
be  a  maideii)  from  her  birthe  to  this  day,  he  wold  consent  that  his 
Bone  shuld  haue  her."  IT  The  doughtir  was  a  maideii).  the  kyng 
lier  fadir  anoii)  made  redy  a  shippe,  and  put  her  thei*  in,  with 
knyghtes  and  hidies,  fur  to  lede  her  to  the  Empewur.    IF  Wlian  thei 


208      LXVI.   THB  THRIEB   OASKBTS.      8T0RT.      EAEL,  7333  &  ADDIT.  906e. 

gret  horribiti  tempest,  and  dia3rnt  aU  psA  were  in  ]>e  ship,  except  ^ 
mayde.     Thenne  )e  mayde  sette  aH  hire  hope  strongly  in  goci ;  & 
at  ))e  laste,  pe  tempest  sesid ;  but  per  folowid  strongly  a  gret  whale, 
to  devowre  pw  maide.     And  whenne  she  sawe  )iat,  she  moche 
dradde;  And  whan  pe  ny^t  com,  pe  maide  dredyng*  psi  pe  whale 
wolde  haue  swolewide  J^e  ship,  smot  fire  at  a  stone,  and  hadde  gret 
plente  of  fire ;  And  as  long^  as  (e  fire  laste,  pe  whale  dorst  come  no 
nere,  but  abowte  cockiB  crowe  ]>e  mayde,  for  gret  vexacion)  ))at  she 
hadde  with  pQ  tempest,  feU  on  slepe,  and  In  hire  slep  pe  fire  went 
out ;  And  when  it  was  out,  pe  whale  com  nye^  and  swolewid  bo&  pe 
ship  and  pe  mayde.     And  when  pe  mayde  felte  ))at  she  was  in  pe 
wombe  of  a  whale,  she  smot,  and  maade  gret  fire,  and  greuously 
wondid  pe  whale  with  a  lititi  knyfe.  In  so  moche  ])at  he  drowe  to  pe 
londe,  and  deyde ;  For  ^at  is  pe  kynde,  to  drawe  to  the  londe  when 
he  shati  dye.   And  in  ])iB  tym)  per  was  an  Erie  namyd  pirius,  And  he 
walkid  in  his  disport  by  pe  see,  And  afore  him  he  sawe  pe  whale 
come  toward  pe  lond.    He  gaderid  gre[t]  helpe  and  strenght  of  men ; 
[and]  Yfiih  diuerse  instrementis  thei  smote  pe  whale  in  euery  party 
of  hym.     And  when  pe  dameseH  hurde  pe  gret  strokys,  she  ciyde 

[Second  Versioru     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

were  in  the  shippe  sailyng,  there  arose  on  hem^  a  grete  tempest^  that 
all  were  drowned,  oute  take  the  maiden),  for  she  put  a  grete  hope  in 
god.  and  agenst  Even)  the  tempest  seasedl.  anon)  IT  A  grete  whale 
folowed  the  shippe,  for  to  devowre  the  maiden);  and  she  was 
sore  aferde ;  and  whan  it  was  nyght  she  smote  fire  of  the  stone,  and 
made  a  grete  fire ;  and  as  longe  as  the  nyght  lasted^  the  whale  durst 
not  come  nere  the  shippe.  %  But  aboute  the  tyme  of  the  nyght 
whan  the  cokke  crewe,  the  maiden)  wexe  slepie,  and  sore  vexed,  and 
fille  on  slepe ;  and  while  she  slept  the  fire  went  out,  and  the  maiden) 
was  swalowed  with  in  the  whale,  and  the  maideid,  while  she  satte 
in  'the  whales  bely,  she  made  a  fire  with  in,  and  with  her  knyf  she 
wounded  the  whale,  of  the  whlche  he  toke  the  dethe ;  and  anon)  he 
Bwamme  to  lond.  If  It  befeH  so  that  tyme,  there  was  an  Erie,  whos 
name  was  Perius,  dwellyng  by  the  see ;  and  as  he  went  to  the  see 
side  warde,  he  sawe  a  grete  whale  comyng  to  lond.  than  he  bad  9& 
his  strongest  men  go  smyte  the  whale  on  every  side.  IF  Whan  the 
miiiden)  with  iu  herd  the  strokes,  she  cried  with  an  high  voice, 

'  hym,  MS.  *  leaf  25,  back. 
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with  an  hye  voys,  and  saide,  ''  Gentifi  buis,  havitll  pite  of  mo,  For 
I  am  ))e  dowter  of  a  kyng«,  and  a  mayde  haue  y-ben  sith  I  was 
borne."  Whenne  )>e  Erie  burde  fis,  he  menreilid  gretly,  and  openyd 
pe  whale,  and  tooke  oat  pe  damesett.  JDenne  pe  maide  tolde  by 
onli'  how  )>at  she  was  a  kyngys  dowter,  and  howe  she  loste  hire 
goodis  in  ^e  see,  And  how  she  sholde  be  maryed  to  |w  son)  of  the 
^Emperonr.  And  when  ^  Erie  hurde  theise  wordis,  he  was  glad, 
and  helde  pe  maide  wit^  him  a  gret  while,  tiH  tyme  ])at  she  was 
wcle  confortid ;  And  thenne  he  sent  hira  solemply  to  ^e  Emperonr. 
And  whenne  he  sawe  hire  comyng*,  and  hurde  pat  she  had 
tribulaeions  in  pe  see,  he  hadde  gret  compassion)  for  hire  in  his 
herte,  and  saide  to  hire,  "  goods  dameseli,  pon  hast  sufferid  moche 
angre  for  the  love  of  my  soone,  neuerthelese,  if  ^at  pon  be  worthi  to 
have  him,  I  shaH  sone  preve.'*  The  Emp^rour  late  make  i^'. 
yesaeUeSj  and  ^e  first  was  of  clone  goolde,  and  fuH  of  precious  stonys 
owtewarde.  And  wit^inne  fuH  of  deede  bonys;  And  it  had  a 
superscripcioii)  in  theise  wordis,  Thet  pat  ehese  me  shvM.  fynde  in  me 
pai  pei  eeiuy^"  The  secnnde  vesseH  was  idi  of  cleene  siluer,  and 
fiiH  of  precious  stonys ;  and  outwards  it  had  pia  supe7*8ci*ip8ion),  Tkei 
pai  chesUh  7ne,  shuR  fynUe  in  me  pat  nature  and  Inpide  deairiih. 
And  pe  thirde  vesseli  was  of  leed.  And  with  inne  was  fuH  of 

1  leaf  200,  ool.  2. 
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f  "  0 !  ye  gentit  men,  have  mercy  on  me,  for  I  am  a  kynges 
doughtir,  and  a  maiden)  sethe  my  birth ! "  IT  The  Erie,  whan  he 
herd  this,  sore  mervailed,  and  opened  the  whale,  and  drew  the 
maideii)  out.  than  the  maideii)  told  hem  how  it  was  with  her. 
If  whan  the  Erie  herd  this,  he  was  glad,  and  held  the  maiden)  with 
hym  a  certayn)  tyme,  tille  she  was  comforted,  than  he  sent  her  to 
the  Emperour.  IT  whan  he  had  heri>  how  she  ascaped  the  see,  he 
Jiad  of  her  grete  pite,  and  said,  If  "  0 !  good  maiden),  thou  hast 
auffred  many  aduersitees  for  love  of  my  sone ;  neverthelesse  I  shall 
prove,  whether  thou  be  worthi  to  be  my  sonnes  wif*  or  not."  IT  Than 
the  Empe»x>ur  did  make  iij.  vessels.  4  The  first  vesseH  was  of  pure 
gold  and  precious  stones,  and  with  in  it  was  futt  of  ded  mennes 
bones ;  and  with  oute  was  this  scripture,  lie  that  ahaR  chase  me,  In 
me  shaR  fynde  that  he  hath.  desei'oe&,  IT  The  second  vesseH  was  of 
pure  siluer  and  of  precious  stones,  and  fuH  of  erthe ;  and  with  out 
this  scripture,  he  thnf  shuR  chese  we.  In  me  ehoR  fynde  that  his 
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precious  stonys;  And  with  onto  was  sette  ^is  scripturey  ihei  ^t 
chese  me,  skuH  fynde  [in]  me  fat  god  hafti  dispoeid,  Theise  iij. 
vessellys  tooke  ^  Emperour,  and  shewid  ^e  maide,  seying*,  **•  Lo ! 
deei'  dameseliy  here  ben  thre  worthi  yessellys,  And  if  \oxjl  chese  on  of 
theise,  wherein  is  profit,  and  owith  to  be  chosyn),  thenne  ^u  shalt 
haue  my  sone  to  hosbonde;  And  if  \om  chese  ^at  that  is  not 
profitable  to  ^e,  ne  to  noon)  othir,  forsothe  )>enne  ]^a  shalt  not  haue 
hym."  whenne  ^e  dowter  hurde  ^is,  And  sawe  ))e  thre  vessellys, 
she  lifte  vp  hire  yen)  to  god,  and  saide,  "  Thowe,  lord,  ]?at  knowist 
all  thing*,  graunt  me  ^y  grace  nowe  in  )>e  nede  of  ^is  tyme^  sctZ.  ^ 
I  may  chese  at  )>is  tyme,  wherthorowe  I  may  ioy  )>e  sone  of  ]>e 
Emp^rour,  and  haue  him  to  husbond."  Thenne  she  byhelde  \q  first 
vessell,  )>at  was  so  sotilly  maad,  and  radde  ^e  saperscripciond ;  And 
^enne  she  thowte,  what  haue  I  deservid  for  to  haue  so  precious  a 
vessell.  And  ^03  it  be  neuer  so  gay  witA  oute,  I  not  howe  fowle  it  is 
wttA  Inne;  so  she  tolde  the  Emperour  )>at  she  nolde  by  no  way 
chese  )»t.  Thenne  she  lokid  to  )>e  secunde,  ]yat  was  of  silu^,  and 
radde  the  superscripcion) ;  and  thenne  she  saide,  ''my  nature  & 
kynde  askith  but  dilectacions  of  ]>e  flessh ;  Forsothe,  S6r/'  quod  she, 
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nature  dedretlL  IT  The  thirde  yessell  was  of  lede,  and  fuH  of  nobils 
and  precious  stones  with  in ;  and  with  out  was  this  scripture,  he 
that  shaYi  chese  me,  in  ms  sha^  fynde  that  god  hath  disposed  for 
hym,  IT  Thise  iij.  vessels  the  Emperour  shewed  to  the  maideii),  and 
said,  **  thise  are  iij.  noble  vessels ;  yf  thou  chese  one  of  thise,  in  the 
which  is  profite  and  availe,  thou  shalt  have  my  sone ;  and  yf  thou 
chese  that  is  not  profitable  to  hym,  ne  to  none  other,  thou  shalt  not 
have  my  sone."  IF  The  maiden),  whan  she  sawe  the  vessels,  she 
lift  vp  her  hondes  to  godi,  and  said,  IT  "Thou,  lord,  that  alle 
thynge  knowest,  graunte  me  grace  so  to  chese,  that  of  the  Emperours 
sone  I  may  have  loye  1 "  IF  Than  she  beheld  the  first  vesseit,  and 
redde  the  superscripcion),  and  said,  "  what  have  I  deserved  to  have 
so  precious  a  vessetil  what  is  with  in  I  wote  ^ never  vtterly; 
Neverthelesse  it  shyneth  with  out  of  fyiie  gold."  Than  she  said, 
"  this  vessell  in  no  wise  wille  I  chese."  IF  Than  she  loked  on  the 
second  vessel),  and  redde  the  scripture  that  was  thei'  on,  Tie  that 
cheseih  me,  sha\i  fytide  that  his  nature  desireth.  IT  She  thought  in 
her  self*,  "If  I  chese  this,  I  wote  not  what  is  with  in  But  that 

>  leaf  26. 
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"  and  I  lef use  Jis."  Thenne  she  lokid  to  J)e  third,  fat  was  of  leede, 
and  radde  fe  ^nperscripcion) ;  And  then  she  saide,  "Sothly,  god 
disposidf  neu^  IviH ;  Forsotli  )>at  which  god  hath  disposid  wott  I 
take  and  chese."  And  whenne  the  Emperour  sawe  fat,  he  saide, 
"goode  damesefi,  opyn)  nowe  fat  vesseH,  and  see  what  fou  hast 
fondjn)."  And  when  it  was  openyd,  it  was  futt  of  golde  and 
precious  stoonys.  And  thenne  fe  Emperour  saide  to  hire  a^en, 
^'DameseH,  fou  hast  wisely  chosen,  and  wonne  my  sone  to  thyn 
hnshond.'*  So  fe  day  was  sette  of  hire  bredeale,  and  gret  ioy  was 
maade ;  and  fe  sone  regnyd  after  fe  decese  of  fe  fadir,  the  which 
maad  faire  ende.     Ad  qiu>d  nos  p^rducut !    Ame/^ 

HORALITE. 

Deere  frendis,  this  Empav'our  is  fe  fadir  of  Heuene,  fe  whi<h 
maade  man  or  he  tooke  flessh.  The  Emperesse,  fat  conceivid, 
was  fe  blissicl  virgins,  fat  conceivid  by  f e  Annunciation)  of  f e  angiH. 
))e  firmament  was  sette  in  his  most  clemesse,  bcU.  fe  wordie  was 
li^tid  in  afi  his  parteys,  by  f  e  concepcion)  of  f  e  Empresse,  our  lady. 
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nature  desiieth.  Nature  desireth  alway  delectacion)  of  flessh, 
therfore  this  vesseii  in  no  wise  I  wiUe  chese."  IT  Afterward  she 
loked  on  the  thirds  yesseH,  that  was  of  lede,  and  that  was  fntt  of 
nobles  and  precious  stones ;  and  she  redde  the  scripture,  that  was 
this,  he  that  eheseih.  me,  in  me  shall  fynde  that  god  haihe  disposed, 
f  She  thought  with  in  her  self,  "  this  vesseii  is  not  mekeH  precious, 
and  neverthelesse  the  scripture  seith,  he  that  eheseth  me^  in  me  sha^ 
fynde  that  god  hath  disposed ;  And  it  is  in  certayn)  god  ordeyned 
never  evett  ;  therfore  this  vessett  I  woUe  chese.''  IT  The  Emperour, 
whan  he  herd  this,  he  said,  '^  O !  goode  maiden),  open  the  vesseH, 
that  we  mow  se  yf  thou  have  wele  chosen)."  whan  it  was  open),  it 
was  fuH  of  gold  and  precious  stones.  IT  Than  he  said,  "  O  !  good 
niaiden),  thou  hast  wisely  chosen),  therfore  thou  shalt  have  my  sone." 
and  80  he  ordeyned  the  day  of  the  weddyng,  in  the  whiche  was 
grete  loye.  IT  And  after  the  dissease  of  the  Fadir,  the  sone  reigned 
as  Emperour,  and  endid  his  lyf*  in  pease. 

f  DeolaxBCio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour*  is  the  fadir  of  heven), 
that  longe  before  the  sone  toke  flesshe,  for  the  whiche  many 
perisshed,^  in  as  mekeH  aS*  thei  went  to  helle  before  the  Incamacioii) 
of  Ihesn  crist.    IF  The  Empresse,  that  conseivid  a  sone,  is  blissed 

*  MS.  prechedtf. 
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The  pale  mone  was  pe  state  of  our  lady,  lijtid  and  shadewid  wtt^  ^ 
grace  of  )»e  holy  gost;  And  not  only  in  ^e  face,  but  in  all  )>e  body  of 
hire  was  maad  faire,  and  she  wzt^  childe  like  as  an  othir  woman) 
wei',  In  so  moche  )>at  losep  wolde  pnuely  haue  lefte  hire.  The 
litiH  brid,  ^at  passid  fix)  )»e  syde  of  fe  mone,  is  our  lord  ibera  crist, 
|)at  was  borne  at  mydny^t,  And  lappid  in  Clothis,  and  sette  in  fe 
crybbe.  The  two  bestis  ben  ^e  oxe  and  ]}e  asse.  The  bestis,  ^at 
come  fro  fer  parteys,  ben  ]ye  herdis,  to  whom  ])e  angiU  saide,  Eece 
anuneio  vobis  gatidivLm  magnum^  lo !  I  shew  to  you  a  gret  ioy.  The 
briddis,  )»at  songe  so  swetly,  ben  angelis  of  hevene,  fat  song  gloria 
^in  excehis  Deo.  The  king*,  that  helde  suche  werre,  is  mankyii(}, 
^at  was  oontrarie  to  god,  while  ^at  it  was  in  power  of  ^  deviH,  Bat 
when  our  lorde  ihe^u  crist  was  I-bome,  thenne  mankynde  enclyned 
to  god,  and  sent  for  peso  to  be  had,  when  he  tooke  baptime,  and 
saide,  ^at  he  ^af  him  to  god,  and  forsoke  ^e  devifi.  l^owe  )>e  king* 
)afe  his  dou3ter  to  ^e  sone  of  )>e  Emp^rour,  set/,  eche  on)  of  vs  owe 
to  ^ive  to  god  our  soule  in  matrtmonye ;  for  he  is  redy  to  Beceyve 
hire  to  his  spouse.  As  is  saide,  Osca,  Disponaabo  earn  mihiy  I  shaH 
wedde  ))e  soule  to  me.  But  thenne,  or  ]>ou  come  to  fe  palys  of 
hevene,  fou  most  go  by  a  gret  see  of  this  wordle,  and  in  ^e  ship  of 

'  leaf  200,  back,  col.  1. 
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mary.  The  firmament,  that  was  put  in  more  clerenesse,  Ulumyneth 
the  world  by  concepcioii)  of  goddes  sone.  The  pale  mone  is  the  face 
of  the  blissed  virgyne  mary,  that  was  shadowed  wil£  the  holy  gost 
^  The  litett  bridde,  that  went  out  of  the  one  partie,  forsothe  is  crisi 
The  ij.  bestes  were  the  Oxe  and  the  Asse.  The  bestes,  that  come 
from  ferre  countre,  are  the  herdemen,  to  the  whiche  the  AungeH 
seid,  IT  "  Behold,  I  shew  to  you  grete  loye,  for  this  day  is  bom)  the 
eavyour  of  the  world."  IT  The  briddes,  that  songe  so  swetly,  are 
the  aungels  of  god,  that  songen),  loye  be  to  go<l  above  and  pease  to 
men,  of  good  wille  in  the  erthe.  IT  The  kyng  of  pule  is  ah 
mankynd,  that  whan  he  was  in  the  power  of  the  fend,  man  was 
contrarye  to  godl.  IT  But  whan  our  lord  was  born),  anon)  man 
enclyned  to  god,  and  sente  for  to  have  pease,  whan  eche  of  vs 
asketh  ^baptyme.  %  Also  the  kyng  yaf*  his  doughtir  to  the  sone  of 
the  Emp^roui^  in  Matryinonye.  iSo  crist  is  redy  to  take  thi  soule  to 
his  spouse,  but  before  or  thou  come  to  the  paleys  of  heven),  thou 

'  leaf  26,  back. 
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good  life.     Thenne  ros  vp  a  gret  tempeate,  8cil  tribulaciori)  of  ))e 
wonile,  temptacioh)  of  flesh,  and  sugiestion)  of  fe  devifl ;  And  so  by 
theise  tempestis  ben  ofte  tyme  dreochid  f  e  vertuys  )>at  J>ou  tooke  in 
baptime ;  Neucrthelese  ^u  shalt  not  fed!  out  of  J>e  ship  or  J>e  boote 
of  charite,  If  ])at  j>ou  holde  ])e  in  a  faste  hope,  and  bileve ;  For  as 
^  apostiH  seith,  8pe  salui  facti  8um\xa  et  inpoasibUe  eat  aim  fide 
aalvariy  we  ben  y-eavid  thorowe  goode  hope,  And  it  is  inpossible  to 
be  I-«avid  w»t^  oute   goode  bileve  and  feitfi.     The  whale,   fat 
folowitfi,  and  svith  for  \q  maide,  is  ]>e  deviH,  fat  is  abowte  ny3t  and 
day  for  to  kiH  f e  sowle.     And  ferfore  late  vs  smyte  fire  of  charite 
And  of  love  fro  f e  ston)  of  crist,  which  seiyth,  Ego  aum  Lapia 
anffidaria,  I  am  a  comer  stone;  and  certenly  while  it  is  fis,  fe 
devitt  may  not  noye  fe.     Bat  many  vnwise  men  doith  as  dude  fe 
mayde,  thei  cese,  and  am  wery  of  hire  goode  werkis,  and  slepith  in 
synne;  And  when  fe  deviH  seith  j>at,  he  drenchi^  fe  synner  in 
Ivifl  thowtis,  and  Iviti  consenting*,  and  IviH  werkis.     And  ferfore, 
if  fat  fon  feele  j>e  in  sach  life,  And  so  be  in  fe  develis  power,  do 
thenne  as  dude  f  e  mayde,  smyte  f  e  deviH  with  f  e  knyfe  of  penaunce. 
And  li^te  the  fire  of  charite,  And  wit/toute  dowte  he  sb^  caste  f  e  to 
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behovest  to  passe  the  see  of  this  world,  in  a  bote  of  holy  lyf*. 
but  whan  thou  art  in  thi  bote,  there  ariseth  a  grete  tempest,  that  is, 
thbulacion)  of  the  world,  temptacion)  of  the  flessh,  and  suggestion)  of 
the  fende,  that  drowneth  ofte  sithes  the  vertues  ^and  the  grace  that 
thon  resceivest  in  thi  baptyme ;  for  that  thou  shalt  in  no  maner  falle 
out  of  the  shippe  of  charite.  IF  Also  the  grete  whale,  that  folowed  the 
maiden),  is^  the  deveH,  that  nyght  and  day.  is  besy  to  drowne  the 
Boule  in  synne.  do  thou  therfore  as  the  maiden)  did ;  Smyte  fire  of 
charite  of  the  stone,  that  is,  of  crist,  and  the  deveH  shaH  nojb  noye 
the.  IT  But  many  begynne  wele  like  the  maiden),  but  afterward 
thei  were  wery  of  good  werkes,  and  slepen)  in  synnes ;  and  anon) 
the  devett  swoloweth  the  synner.  IT  If  thou  fele  thi  self*  in  suche 
lif*,  that  is,  in  the  power  of  the  fende,  do  as  the  maiden)  did ;  with 
the  knyf  of  bitter  penaunce  smyte  the  deveH,  and  light  vp  fire  of 

' — '  By  an  o-venight  of  the  icHbe  nearly  four  lines  are  here  repeated, 
hut  with  same  variations  difficult  to  aeeovnt  for^  if  the  M8»  mas  merely  a 
transcript.  Thus  for  ahippe  he  rerites  bote,  a^idfor  maner  he  has  wise.  The 
repetition  is  given  in  the  text^  the  words  firstly  written  are  as  follow : 
**  that  t/iou  resceivest  in  the  baptyme  not  for  that  in  no  wise  falle  not  out  of 
the  bote  of  chart  tee  ^  Tfie  grete  whaU  that  foloived^  the  inaidene  is** 
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)>e  lond  of  goode  life,  wofi  he  neli  he.  The  Erie,  )>at  come  wttA  his 
seruauntis  to  sle  ])e  whale,  is  a  discrete  confessour,  ^t  dwellith 
biside  j>e  see,  scih  biside  ^e  wordle,  and  not  in  ^e  woidle,  sdZ.  in 
wordly  dilectacion) ;  And  he  wttA  his  wordis  of  holy  scriptoie  shafi 
sle  )>e  devili,  and  do  away  his  power,  and  deliuer  him  fro  ^e  deviH, 
so  ^at  he  ciy  as  dude  ^e  dameselle,  set'/,  by  confession),  And  thenne 
he  may  be  norisshid  by  goode  werkys,  and  so  be  sent  to  ^e  kingdooi) 
of  hevene.  The  £mp«rour  shewiJ  to  ^e  damesell:  iij.  vessellis,  bcU, 
god  settith  afore  a  man  life  and  dethe,  goode  an[d]  Ivili,  And  )iat 
that  he  wofi  chese,  he  shs^  hane.  And  ^erfore  salomone  seiylfi  this, 
Ante  hominem  mors  et  vita;  quod  pUwu/mi  dabitur  ei^  ymmo 
nescimtts  si  digni  sumua  vita  vel  mortem  Afore  a  man  lietK  bothe  life 
and  [dethe],  ^at  that  likith  him  he  shaH  hane,  but  we  knowe  not 
whedir  that  we  ben  worthi  life  or  det&  And  J^erfore  saide  a 
certayne  saynt,  in  vitis  patrum,  this  in  verse, 


Sum  tria  qitt  btxt 
jput  ItLCinni  stpe  trolere 
'£st  primum  Irnrnm, 
Qtumiom  »m  nu  mudtttrum ; 

This  ii  to  say, 

flTbre  t^in(t«t  ben,  in  fap, 

^at  mafii4  me  to  sorotoe  all 


lEst  magis  aMenlro 
Moriar,  set  nescio  quantro, 
TtnXit  magis  flebo, 
Quia  ntscio  quo  renutndbo. 

<^  is  ^at  IE  s^Qe  itwxt ; 
Hn  otbtr,  I  not  nen^  taHftn; 
fS^t  t(inre  is  vkq  most  care, 
I  toot  not  tD^etl^tr  I  s|aU  Care. 


Secundum  illud  in  vitas  patrum,  Ther  ben  iij.  tbingis  ])at  I  drede ;  On 
is,  fat  I  sh^  passe ;  anoper  is,  I  not  when,  and  come  afoi'  pe  dome ; 

[Second  Version.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

charitee,  and  he  shali  cast  the  to  lonJ  of  good  lyf .  IT  The  Erie, 
that  come  with  his  servauntes  to  sle  the  whale.  Is  a  discrete 
confessour,  dwellyng  by  the  see,  that  is,  the  world,  the  whiche  is 
redy  vith  wordes  of  holy  writte  for  to  slee  the  deveti,  that  is,  for  to 
put  away  his  power,  and  to  delyver  hym  fro  the.  IT  Do  thou 
therfore  as  the  maiden)  did,  Criyng  with  an  high  voise,  beyiig  a-know 
of  thi  synnes  to  thi  confessour ;  and  so  maist  thou  be  norisshed  in 
good  werkes  from  the  power  of  the  deveti,  and  be  sent  to  the 
kyngdom)  of  heven).  IF  The  Emperour  shewed  the  maiden)  iij. 
vessels,  that  is,  god  putteth  before  man  lyf  and  dethe,  goode  and 
Eveti;  whiche  he  cheseth,  that  he  shaM:  have.  II  wherfore 
Salamon)  seit£,  before  hnan  is  ^  lyf  and  dethe ;  that  liketh  hym  sliati 

'  mannes,  MS. 
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The  third  is,  I  not  whedir  pe  sentence  shatt  go  for  me  or  a^enst  me. 
£j  pe  forst  vessel},  j)at  was  fuH  of  deede  bonys,  vs  most  vndirstonde 
^e^  wordle,  or  wordly  men, — And  whi  ?  For  ri^t  as  pe  vesseH  was 
shynyng^  wtt^oute,  and  with  Inne  was  but  dede  bonys,  so  it  is  by  ^e 
my^ty  men  and  riche  men  of  ^is  wordle,  ^at  hatft  golde,  and  goodis 
shynyng^ly,  and  havith  hire  werkis  dorke,  and  deede  by  dedly 
synnys.  And  ^erfore,  man,  if  fou.  chese  such  a  vessel,  acU,  such 
a  life,  certenly  poM  shalt  fynde  then  ^at  pou.  'deservedist  Bcil.  Helle ; 
And  su(^  may  be  likenyd  to  faire  sepulcris,  pe  which  ben  maade 
fiiire  witAoute,  And  rially  ornyd  wit^  precious  clothing*  of  silke  and 
of  palle.  And  yrith  Inne  ben  nothing*  but  deede  bonys.  By  pe 
secufide  vesseH,  ^at  was  of  siluer,  we  vndirstonJ  ^e  myjty  iuges'  of 
this  wordle,  pe  which  in  hire  speche  shynyth  lyke  siluer.  And  is  not 
but  a  worme  or  erthe,  acil.  shdBt  not  yn  j>e  day  of  doome  ben  moi* 
worth  ]»n  wormys,  or  ellis  worse,  for  if  ])ei  dey  in  synne,  thei  shuU 
hane  perpetueil  peyne.  And  such  is  sette  afore  our  yen ;  But  <god 
defende  Vs,  pa.i  we  take  no  such  life,  )>at  we  leese  not  periote  pe 
life  pBi  is  euerlastyng* !  And  by  ^e  thirde  vessdi,  ))at  is  of  leede, 
we  shuH  vndirstonde  simple  life,  which  ])at  pe  chosyn)  childryn  of 
god  chesi^  ^at  ^el  mowe  be  weddid  to  ihe^u  crist  In  a  simple  Abyt ; 
'  )yst  l^e,  MS.        '  leaf  200,  back,  col.  2.        '  magM,  MS. 
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be  geven)  hym ;  neverthelesse  we  wote  not  whether  we  be  worthi 
lyfi  or  dethe.  II  By  the  first  vesseH  of  gol(),  fuH  of  dede  mennes 
bonee,  we  shafi  vndirstond  the  world  or  worldly  men,  as  are  this^ 
riche  men  that  shynen)  with  out  as  gold,  but  with  in  thei  are  fulle 
of  dede  mennes  bones,  that  is,  aH  the  werkes  that  thei  have  ^done 
in  this  world  thei  are  dede  as  vnto  god,  by  her  dedely  synnes.  If 
thon  may  chese  suche  lyf*,  than  shalt  thou  fynde  as  thou  hast 
deserved,  and  that  is  helle.  suche  are  like  gay  sepulcres,  that  with 
onte  are  araied  right  faire,  and  that  somtyme  with  clothes  of  silke 
and  of  gold  are  covered  and  hilled,  but  with  in  thei  are  but  drye 
bones.  H  By  the  second  vessel!:  of  siluer  we  shuH  vndirstonde 
domysmen,  wisemen,  and  myghty  men  of  the  world,  that  shynen)  iu 
her  speche  as  it  were  siluer,  but  with  in  thei  are  wormes  and  erthe. 
II  By  the  third  vesseH  of  lede  we  shulle  vndirstond  a  syraple  lyf*, 
that  are  tho  that  are  goddes  chosen)  chikireh);  for  thei  chosen)  a 
symple  vesture,  and  a  meke,  and  are  subiecte  to  obedience  for  god. 

'  leaf  27. 
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And  8UC&  fynditb  and  havitli  precious  stonys,  sdl.  marytory  vrerkes, 
pleaing  to  god,  for  ]>e  whicH  ^ei  sliuH  in  }e  day  of  dome  be  veddid 
to  god,  and  haue  ^e  heritage  of  hevene.  Ad  quam  noaperdueai  &€. 
Amen. 

[Second  Version.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

U  Sncb  beTen)  precious  stones,  that  be  meritorie  werkes,  pleasyng  to 
god,  for  the  vhiche  at  the  day  of  dome  thei  shuH  be  wedded  to  god, 
and  shafi  have  the  heritage  of  the  kyngdome  of  heyen),  to  the 
whiche  god  brynge  vs !    Amen. 

[  LXVIL  ] 
ANTONIUS  THE  EMPJ^flOUR 

(how  a  TOUNO  UAS  was  released  from  prison  BT  TBS 

DAUOHTBR  OF  A  PIRATE.) 

Antonius  regnyd  a  wise  Emperour  in  ye  cite  of  Borne ;  and  as 
he  went  on  a  tyme  by  fe  see-syde,  he  sawe  howe  ]>at  pirati, 
BcU.  thevis  of  fe  see,  hadde  taken  the  sone  of  a  giet  my^ty 
man.  And  broT:^t  him  in  to  ])e  prison)  of*  }e  Emperour,  faste  y-bounda 
This  yong*  man  wrote  to  his  fadir,  praying*  him  to  bey  him  out ; 
But  ]ye  fadir  sent  word  ayen,  and  saide^  That  he  wold  not  bye  him. 
Be  pay  no  goode  for  hinu  And  when  fe  yong*  man  hurde  fe  woidis;, 
he  wepte  sooi*;  ^at  noon  might  confort  him*  And  ye  Emperovr 
hadde  a  dowter,  y&t  vsid  euery  day  to  yisite  fia  prHooiH,  And  to 
comf orte  ye  yong<  man  in  att  ]>at  she  my^te ;  And  then  ye  yong  man 
wolde  saie  to  hire  yna,  **  what  ioy  or  comf  orte  shulde  I  make,  ]»at 
sitte  Lbounde  in  prison)  fro  sight  of  afi  men,  And  also  my  feuiir  is  so 
ynkynde,  Jrait  he  woH  not  pay  my  raunsom)  for  me  t  '^  This  mayde 
hadde  of  him  gret  pyte,  in  so  moch  ^t  she  seyde,  ''I  haue  gret 
Borowe  for  ye  in  myne  herte ;  and  ^erfore,  if  ^u  wolt  graunt  me  oo 
thing*  ]>at  I  shaH  aske  of  ye,  I^  shali  deliu^r  ^e  ho  $&  ))is  Angre, 
BcU.  J>at  yovi  wedde  me,  if  I  deliuer  yeJ*  "  Jis,"  quo))  he,  "  and 
)>drto  I  3iye  ye  my  truthe."  Thenne  she  deliueryd  him  out  of 
prtison),  And  stale  awey  wttft  him  to  his  feidir.  And  when)  ye  fadir 
sawe  his  sone,  and  ^e  dameseH  wttA  him,  he  askid  of  him  wherto 

^  and  I,  MS. 
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she  was  -with  him.  "  Sir/'  quoj  he,  "  for  she  deliueryd  me  out  of 
pruoii),  And  ^^ore  she  shaH  be  my  wyf»."  ])eime  saide  fe  fadir,  "  I 
wolle  not  assent  ferto,  by  no  man^,  fat  she  be  fi  wife,  And  ]>at  for 
two  cawsis;  The  furste  cause  is  ))is,  for  she  knewe  wele  ]>at  hii' 
fadir  my^te  haue  had  for  fi  ranson)  grete  goodis,  and  sithe  she 
deliaered  ]»e  so  frely,  she  dud  grete  praudice  and  harme  to  hire 
&dir ;  And  sithe  she  is  ynkynde  and  f als  to  him,  no  doute  of  she 
may  not  be  iuste  to  ])e.  That  othir  cause  is  this,  fsA  whenne  she 
deliu^red  ]»e,  it  was  not  for  cause  of  pyte,  it  was  for  cause  of  lust ; 
For  whenne  she  deliuered  f e,  she  took  pi  trowthe  fat  she  shulde  be 
J^i  wife;  And  ferfoTBy  sithe  she  dude  it  for  Iuste  of  flesh,  pon  shalt 
neu^  haue  hire  to  wife."  Thenne  spake  fe  dameselle  to  pQ  furst 
reBon)  and  cas,  and  saide,  ''  Sir,  per  pon  seiyst  I  was  ynkynde  to  my 
fEidir,  ^t  is  not  soth ;  for  my  fadir  is  a  riche  lord,  and  neditfi  not 
of  his  goode,  For  he  was  poore  and  simpiH,  And  hadde  nothing*,  And 
J)0rfore,  for  pe  grete  pyte  that  I  hadde  of  him,  and  of  his  gret  nede, 
1  tooke  of  me  boldly  to  socour  him.  But  pou  fat  bigat  him,  pon 
fonoke  him,  and  denyed  him ;  And  so  I  dude  non)  haime  to  my 
Fadir;  for  my  fadir  was  riche  y-nowe.  And  of  thi  sone  he  my^te 
liaue  hadde  no  moi'  but  haue  pynyd  him  in  pnison),  For  pou  saidist, 
)Mtt  fou  woldist  not  pay  for  him ;  And  so  I  was  moi'  kynde  to  f  i 
fione  fan  fi  selfe,  And  f^ore  he  is  moi'  holden)  to  me  than  to  fe. 
To  fat  ofer  reson),  wher  as  f ou  saiest  fat  I  dude  it  more  by  cause  of 
Iuste,  I  say  that  it  is  not  sothly  saide  of  f  e,  For  Iuste  risith  of 
Faimesse  of  a  man),  or  ellis  for  his  strenght ;  But  f  i  sone  was  not 
streng*,  for  fe  disese  fat  he  had  in  prisone  toke  it  from  him,  Ne 
he  ^was  not  fSfidre,  for  he  was  aS  disfigurid  in  fe  prtson);  and 
ferfore  I  say,  only  pyte  mevid  me  to  do  as  I  dude,  &  not  Iuste." 
Thenne  spake  fe  sone  to  fe  fadir,  and  saide,  "  Fadir,  whenne  fat  I 
was  in  ^eri&  of  pensshing*^  I  wrote  to  fe,  for  to  be  deliu^red  of  f e, 
And  fou  woldist  not  do  it ;  But  f is  dameselle  deliuered  me  fro  dethe, 
&  sayid  me,  and  ferfore  douteles  she  shali  be  my  wife."  Anoon  he 
weddid  f  e  dameselle,  and  in  fairs  pes  endid,  &c, 

>  leaf  20t,  ool.  1. 
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MORALITE. 

Deere  frendis,  ^is  Emperour  is  the  Fadir  of  hevene,  pe  whicH 
regnyd  alway  in  bevene.  The  childe,  ]>at  was  y-take,  is  bS, 
mankynde,  take  by  develis  for  pe  synne  of  ^e  furst  fadir  Adam ;  the 
whicfi  mankynde  was  y-put  in  J>e  prtsori)  of  helle,  and  holdyn)  in 
grete  sorowe.  The  fadir  wolde  not  bye  him,  aeil.  pe  woidle,  ^ 
which  is  hlB  fadir,  in  ]>e  same  maii^,  for  by  him  he  is  sostenyd. 
The  dou3tery  p&t  is  so  faire,  is  ])e  godhede,  when  he  come  down) 
iro  heuene  to  erthe,  and  ioyned  him  to  manhede,  when  he  toob 
flessh  and  bloode  in  ]>e  virgine  marie ;  and  so  he  made  gostely 
matrimonye  with  man),  And  he  deliueryd  vs  vndir  fiB  condicion),  )»at 
our  soule  shulde  be  his  spouse;  as  witnessith  ))e  wordis  of  Osea, 
Despansaho  earn  mihi,  I  shali  wedde  hire  to  me.  And  so  he  lefte 
^e  courte  of  heuene,  and  of  angelis,  and  dwelte  with  ya  here  in  f\a 
Wordle.  but  ^e  fadir,  bcU,  ])e  wordle,  grucchith  ayenst  vb.  And 
Wold  not  ^at  ]ye  soule  wei'  ^e  spouse  to  crist,  but  faX  we  seme  afi  to 
it.  And  if  ]>at  we  plese  the  wordle,  Certenly  we  fafi  into  ^ 
gilder  of  ^e  devel,  For  a&  fe  wordle  is^  sette  in  wickidnesse;  And 
fer£ore  lat  vs  fle  pe  wordle,  and  take  refute  in  criste,  and  by 
good  Argument  we  shuH  haue  J^e  kyngdom)  of  heuene.  Ad  guod^ 
peiducat  &c 

[  Lxvm.  ] 

DONATUS  THE  EMP^50XIR 

(of  the  THREE  IMAGES  IN  A  TEMPLE  AT  ROME.) 

Donatus  regnyd  Emp«rour  in  ])e  cite  of  Borne ;  And  he  dude  to 
be  sette  in  ^e  temple  iij.  ymagis.  And  on^of  hem  hadde  a 
finger  reching*  to  fe  peple.  And  in  his  f ynger  a  ryng*  of  golde ;  And 

■  it»  MS.  '  quoB,  MS. 
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[  XXVI.  leaf  36,  back.  ] 

Onatus  leigned  in  Rome,  that,  did  make  in  the  Teimple  iij. 
ymages.  One  had  his  hand  strecehed  forthe  to  the  peple,  and 
on  lua  fynger  u  gold  ryng.    The^  other  ymage  had  a  golden) 

'  That 
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an  o])6r  ymage  a  berd  of  golde;  And  ]je  thiide  hadde  a  mantelle  of 
purpnie.  whenne  ^es  ymages  were  y-maade,  the  Emperour 
commaondidy  yp  peyne  of  detB,  ]>at  noon  ahold  spoile  hem,  ne  do 
hem  harme  ne  wrong*,  acU*  of  )»e  lyng*,  of  the  berd,  or  of  ]>e  mantelle. 
Hit  happid  in  a  certayne  tyme,  ])at  \er  come  a  tiraont,  namyd 
Dyonisius ;  And  he  enteryd  into  ]»e  temple,  and  stale  ]>e  ring  fro  the 
first  ymage,  ])e  berd  fro  ^e  secunde,  [and]  The  mantelle  fro  ])e  thirde. 
Sone  he  was  ])6rfore  accusid,  and  broujt  to-fore  ^e  Emperour;  And 
^  he  was  reprevid,  as  man  ]>at  I-spoiled  ^e  ymagys,  ayenst  ^e 
commaundement  of  ]}e  £mpe7X)ur.  Thenne  [he]  saide,  ''  sir,  I  may 
tkoi  excuse  me  but  )>at  I  enteryd  in  to  ]>etempiH ;  But  towching  ^e 
o^  crymys  ])at  ye  put  to  me,  I  answer'  thus ;  the  furst  ymage  put 
out  lus  honde  to  me,  as  who  saiyth,  take  of  me  ))is  ring*  at  my  ^ifte, 
And  ]»erfore  I  tooke  the  ring* ;  And  whenne  I  sawe  ^at  othir  ymage 
haue  a  goldyn)  berde,  I  thought  to  my  selfe,  I  knewe  ^e  fadir  of 
yis  ymage,  And  he  hadde  neuer  no  berde  of  golde,  And  it  is  no 
resoh)  )>at  he  be  hyer  ^an  his  fadir,  And  ^erfore  I  tooke  of  him  ])e 
]>erde^  for  he  shulde  be  lyke  to  his  fadir ;  whenne  I  sawe  ]>e  thirde 

[Second  Version,     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

berde;  ^  And  the  third  had  a  manteH  of  ^urpure  and^  gold. 
V  whan  the  ymages  were  made,  the  Emperour  comaunded,  that  no 
man  shuld  dispoile*  the  ymages,  on  payn)  of  hangyng  and  drawyng,  ne 
to'  hem  do  no  disease,  that  is,  to  take  a-way  the  K3mge,  the  Berde, 
ne  the  ManteS.  ^  It  fille  on  a  day,^  that  a  Tyraunte,  whos  name 
was  called^  Dynnys,  wente  into  the  Temple,  and  toke  away  the 
Bynge  fro  the  first  ymage,  and  the  Berde  fro  the  second  ymage,  and 
the  Mantell  from^  the  thirde.  Anon)  he  was  take,  and  brought 
before  the  Emp/^rour,  and  was  accused  of  the  trespasse,  that  he  had 
spoyled  the  ^ymages.  ^  ''Sir,"  he  said,  ''it  is  lefuH  to  me  to 
aunswere.  Whan  I  first  entred  the  temple,  the  Image  put  forthe 
first^  to  me  his  hands,  as  he  had  said.  Take  this  Kynge  ^of  my  gifte ; 
and  therfore  I  toke  the  Eynge.^  And  aftir  that,  I  sawe  the  second 
ymage  have  a  goldyn)  berde  ;  and  I  )>ought  in  my  hert,  that  I  knew 
his  Fadir,  that  had  never  no^®  goldyn)  Berde,  and  that  it  'was  ayenst ^^ 
kynde,  that  the  sone  shuld  be  hyer  than  tiie  Fadir ;  and  therfore  I 
toke  fro  hym  the  Berde,  that  he  shuld  be  like  his  Fadir.  IT  And 
aftir^  I  sawe  the  thirde  ymage,  with^'  a  Mantefi  of  purpure^*  and 

'  purpilltf  and  of.        '  spoyle.        '  Om,        *  tjme.        '  Om, 

•  frOfpagnm.        '  leaf  37.        *  Om.        *  Om.        '•a.        "is  agayne. 

"  afterward.  **  that  had,  **  purpill^. 
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ymage  wtt^  his  mautefi,  I  thoag&t  in  myne  heite,  feX  )w  manielle 
Tvas  good  for  me  in  wynter,  And  ]»e  ymage  hadde  no  nede  \esoi  in 
wynter  for  colde,  Ne  in  aomtfr,  for  thenne  it  wolde  be  comerons, 
and  ^erfore  I  tooke  away  ]»e  mant^,  And  nowe  ye'  'haue  hnide 
myn  Answeie."  And  ]>enne  saide  ]»  Emperoor,  "]^a  baste  fonly 
auswerid"  And  be  saide  to  bim,  ^sey  why  Jk/u  bast  spoiled  ^ 
ymagis,  sitb  I  cbargid  ^t  no  man  sbuld  do  it ;  Tbyne  owne  moutbe 
bal£  dampnyd  the.**    And  ^erfore  be  smote  of  bis  bed,  &c« 

XOBAUTB. 

To  spekyn  gostly,  ]ns  Empsronr  is  )»e  f adir  of  beyene,  |w  wbicK 
batb  sette  np  i^.  ymagis  in  tbe  temple  of  j^is  woidle,  s<;i7.  poore 
men,  wise  men,  and  myg^ty  men.  Tbis  tirannt  signifietb  Insticis, 
sberrevis,  and  bailifs,  And  wasHi  as  takitb  away  ho  pooie  men  and 
sympili  a  iyng<,  sct7.  bite  goodis ;  And  ^  seiytB,  **  may  we  not  take 
bem,  wben  thei  3iye  tb  bem ; "  For  if  a  pooi'  man  bane  ojt  to  do 
among  bem,  if  ^at  be  wolde  be  spedde,  anoon  be  puttit&  fort&  bis 
bond  to  )iye  bem.    Also  J^ei  take  away  ))e  beid  of  Bicbesse^  ]>at  is, 

'  no  weye,  MS.  '  leaf  201,  ool.  2, 

[Second  Version.    Addii.  MS.  9066.] 

gold ;  and  I  tbought,  tbat  in  wyntir  a  golden)  mantdi  sbuld  be  oold, 
and  therfore  tbe  ymage  neded  not  tbe  mantdi  in  cold  wyntir,  ne 
in  Somer,  For  it  is  bevy ;  and  tberfore  I  toke  a-way  tbe  golden 
mantoH."  ^  Tban^  the  Emp^rour  said,  ^'wikkedly  thou  bast 
aunswered,  whi  thou  shuldest  more  robbe  the  ymage'  than  ^any 
other  man,  sitbei])^  I  comaunded,  vpou)^  pays)  of  dethe,  tbat  no  man 
shuld  do  to^  bem  no  grevaunce;  thi  moutb  bath  oondempned 
thi  self*.**  ^  The  Emperour  called  one  of  his  Squyers,  and  seid^ 
"  go  fast,  and  smyte  of  his  hede.''    and  so  it  was  done.* 

II  Deolaracio.  Frendes,  this  Empei'our  is  the  Fadir  of  beveii), 
that  reised  vp  the  iij.  ymages  in  the  temple  of  this  world,  %  Tbat  is, 
poore  men,  wise  men,  and  myghty  men.  IF  Tbe  Tyraunt,  the 
Theefe,  is  lustices,  Sherefis,  and  Balllies,  that  taken)  a-way  fro  the 
poore  men  the  golden)  rynge,  tbat  is,  her  goodes,  and  sayen),  "  may  I 
not  take  it,  whan  be  yevetb  it  me  1*'  f  For  whan  the  poore  man 
bathe  ought  to  do,  nylle  he  wille  he,  be  shall  put  forth  bis  honde 
for  to  yeve  hem,  yf  he  wolle  spede.     ^  Also  thei  taken)  a-way  the 

*  Om,  *  ymages.  '  other  men  sholde,  seUie* 

*  on,  *  Om.  •  do. 
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when  ))at  ^i  se  a  man  gadery  or  piurchessey  Thenne  j^ei  sey,  "  loo ! 
he  18  a  carle,  And  wolde  be  moore  than  his  syi'  was ;  late  ys  take  ho 
him  ye  Bichesse ; "  And  so  ^i  take  awey  ^e  ber^  of  Bichesse,  by 
eayillacions  and  shynyng*  woidis.  And  by  pe  manteH  I  vndiistonde 
a  man  sette  in  hye  dignite,  whiche  vsitfi  to  conecte  Ivel  men  and 
women ;  For  ^er  wott  shrewis  arise  ayenst  him,  and  sey,  j^at  he  is  to 
boistons  to  many,  and  to  warme,  And  knowitli  not  him  selfe,  to 
woode  by  his  power,  and  to  coueitous ;  And  ^erfore  such  a  man)  fei 
accuse,  And  maklth  him  be  deprivid  of  his  office.  And  perioie  alle 
theise  i^.  maner  of  wickiJ  men  shuH  be  dampnyd  to  deth  bi  hire 
owen  werkis,  when  fei  come  afoi'  );e  luge.  And  fe  luge,  scih  criste, 
Amende  vs  alle.  And  send  ys  heuene  blisse !    Amen. 

[Second  Version.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

golden)  ben),  that  is,  whan  thei  sene  a  man  gadre  richesse,  or  have 
grace,  Anoi:)  thei  sayeu),  '^se  this  chorle  wille  be  more  than  his 
fadir !  Take  we  fro  hym  the  Berde  of  richesse,  for  it  is  I-nough  to 
hym  to  be  like  his  Fadir."  ^  Also  by  the  goldeii)  manteH  is 
Tndirstond  man  in  dignyte,  that  gladly  the  smale  correctes.  the 
maleffikctours  oonspireo)  and  sayn),  he  is  over  cold,  or  seyn),  he  is 
oyer  bote  by  covetise,  or  over  steme  by  myght ;  wherfore  suche  one 
thei  accusen),  and  for  his  offence  thei  dampnen)  hym.  and  all  suche 
eveU  doers  dyeii)  an  ev^  dethe. 

[  LXIX.  ] 
MERELAUS  pE  EMPJ&50UR 

(the   8T0RT  OF   0ON8TANCB    IN    CHAUOBB's   "MAN   OF  LAWE'B  TALB.") 

Mercians  regnyd  a  wise  Emperoor ;  and  he  had  weddid  to  wife 
ye  kyngys  dowter  of  hungery,  fe  which  was  a  faire  woman, 
and  fufi  of  werkis  of  mercy.  So  in  a  certeyne  tyme,  ^e 
Emperour  as  he  lay  in  his  bed,  purposid  to  visits  ^e  holy  lond ;  And 
Jierfore  in  ^e  morowe  he  callid  to  him  ye  Empresse,  and  his  brothir, 
And  ^nne  he  saide,  '*  Dame,  it  may  not  be  laynd,  or  helid,  or  kepte 
bo  y%  y&t  I  woH  to  ye  holy  lond;  ]Mtt  is  myful  purpose;  and 
l^erfore  I  ordene  and  sette  ye  m  my  stede,  for  to  rule  and  gou^me  ye 
Empire,  in  worship  to  me,  and  profite  to  my  peple."  Thenne  saide 
she^  **  sithen  it  may  be  noon  othir  way,  be  it  don  as  yon  wolt  haue 
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it,  And  I  ahal  be  turtiU  in  your  absence  yai  hadde  lost  hire  make : 
for  I  trowe  ))at  ye  wofi  turn  home  i^en  in  goode  helthe."  The 
Emperour  confortid  hire  witft  faire  and  swete  worded,  and  kiste  hire, 
and  tooke  his  leve,  and  passid  his  wey.  whenne  he  was  gon,  his 
brothir  wex  prout»  and  depressid  riche  and  pooi',  And  ^it  stiiid  the 
Emperesse  to  synne ;  but  she,  as  a  goode  woman  shulde  do,  seide 
^at  she  wolde  not  by  no  way  assent  to  synne,  as  long*  as  hire 
husbond  livid,  but  he  wolde  not  leeve  so,  but  eu^rmoi'  stirid 
hiy  feriOy  whenne  )>at  he  myjt  fynde  hire  by  hire  oone.  At  ^ 
lasts,  whenne  ^  Emx)6resse  sawe  fat  he  wold  not  be  corectid,  ne 
amendid  of  his  foly,  she  Pallid  to  hire  iij.  or  ii^\  worthi  lordis  of 
the  Empire,  and  saide  to  hem,  *^  Sens,  ye  wete  wele,  ^at  my  lord 
maad  me  pe  principalle  of  his  Empire,  and  ))at  his  brothir  shulde 
be  stiward  vndir  me,  And  ])at  he  shulde  not  do  wtt^ute  me ;  And 
he  depressith,  as  ye  see  wel,  pooi'  and  simple  peple,  spoilitB  riche 
and  grete,  and  mooi'  harme  wolde  do,  if  ^  ^at  he  myjt^;  For  fe 
whicK  I  charge  you,  ^at  ye  strongly  bynde  him,  and  caste  him  in 
pnsoD)."  Thenne  saide  ^ei,  *'  certenly,  he  hath  do  mekeli  IviH  a^ 
he  went.  And  fertove  wM  glad  hertis  we  shuH  fulfiH  your  wiH.** 
Anoou)  ])ei  laide  hondis  vpon  him,  And  bond  him  in  ^e  priaou),  witfi 
bondis  of  yre ;  And  there  ^  he  was  many  day.  So  at  ^  laste  word 
come,  j>at  ]>e  Emperour  was  in  comyng*  home  ;  And  )>enne  thought 
he  to  him  selfe,  "  If  my  lorde  come  horn),  and  fynde  me  hei',  he  woil 
spei'  the  cause  of  myne  enprisonement,  and  ^enne  she  wott  telle  him 
]ye  cause,  howe  )>at  I  temptid  hire  to  synne,  And  )>enne  shaH  I  neu«r 
haue  grace  of  him,  and  happely  lese  my  life."  And'  thenne  anoon 
he  sent  a  messag*  to  ))e  Empresse,  p[r]ayinge  hire  ]»tt  she  wold  fowche 
>afe  to  come  to  ]ye  prison),  and  speke  with  him  a  word,  whenne  ^ 
Empresse  hurde  ]>e  message,  she  com  don),  and  askid  of  him  what  he 
wolde.  Thenne  said  he,  "  gentifi  lady,  haue  mercy  on  me,  for  if  my 
lord  fynde  me  hei*,  I  am  but  ded."  "  If  y  knewe,"  qxxof  she,  "  that 
})ou  wolde  leeve  thy  foly,  And  fsi  I  my^t  fynde  pe  a  goode  honest 
man,  3it  fon  shuldist  haue  grace."  And  he  saide,  "^;"  and 
^erto  he  made  surte  of  feith.  Thenne  she  brou^t  him  out  of  ^e 
prison),  and  gert  bathe  him.  And  clyppe  him,  and  shave  him ;  And 

'  it,  M8.  »  |»erfore,  MS.  •  leaf  201,  col.  2. 
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thenne  she  araide  him  in  precious  clothing^,  and  saide  to  him, 
''Biothir,  nowe  take  fi  palfiay,  and  come  with  me,  And  ride  with 
me  ajenst  our  lord."  The  empresse  rood  to  meete  Yfith  him,  wtt^ 
))is  stiward,  and  many  othir  loidis  and  mynjstriB,  in  a  grete  multitude. 
And  as  the!  wei*  riding*  }er  ran  an  hynde  in  ^e  wey,  vrith  a  swifte 
pase ;  And  ]>enne  all  )»at  sawe  hire  svyd  aftir  with  houndis,  as  hard 
as  thei  my^te,  So  ])at  noon  vma  lefte  with  pe  lady,  but  only  ^e 
stiward.  And  when  he  sawe  ]>at,  he  said,  ''  Dame,  heere  bisic)  is  a 
prtVe  forest,  and  it  is  long*  sil£  I  lovid  you ;  go  we  nowe  ]>idir,  and 
lat  me  play  wtt^  the."  Thenne  saide  she,  *^  sey,  foole,  howe  menyst 
^ou  1  dude  I  not  ^isterday  deliuer  ^e  out  of  pnson),  for  pou,  sholdist 
leeve  ^i  foly,  and  nowe  ^u  tumyst  ferto  soone  a^en  1  I  telle  pe 
nowe  as  I  dude  afore,  ]>at  ^  shaH  noon  do  it  with  me  but  piyne 
hnsbond,  )»at  may  chalange  it  by  lawe."  Thenne  saide  he,  "  forsotb 
and  but  pou  assent  to  me,  I  shall  hong  pe  by  the  heii*  vp  on  a  tre 
here  in  ]>e  forest,  wher  neu^  noon  shatt  mete  with  the.  And  so  ]>au 
shalt  haue  a  fowle  ende.  ^''Thenne  saide  she,  ''And  ^03  pon  smyte 
fe  hed  fro  my  body,  and  vse  in  me  all  man^r  of  tormentis,  pou  shalt 
nener  compelle  me  to  synne."  Thenne  he  nakid  hire  evene  to  ]>e 
smok,  and  hoi^  hire  by  pe  heeris  vp  on  an  Oke ;  And  he  bond  hire 
horse  by  pe  tie.  And  whenne  he  hadde  don)  ])us,  he  rood  to  his 
felowis  i^en.  And  saide,  pni  a  gret  multitude  of  peple  had  stolyn)  and 
Rayisshid  pe  lady  from  hym ;  And  perioie  was  maade  gret  sorowe 
ouer  an  the  Empire.  Aftir,  wtt^in  thre  days,  ther  huntyd  an  Erie 
in  pe  forest ;  And  as  pe  houndis  ronne  after  pe  wolfis,  thel  felte  a 
sauour,  and  lefte  hii'  rennyng*,  and  tooke  hire  cours  ynto  pe  tre. 
Whenne  pe  Erie  sawe  ]>at,  he  merveilide  hiely,  and  smot  ^e  horse 
with  pe  sporis,  and  pursuyd,  till  'he  com  to  )>e  tre  where  the  lady 
heug*.  And  whenne  pe  Erie  sawe  hire  hong*  ther  by  pe  heeris,  he 
hadde  gret  compassion)  of  hire,  by  cause  )>at  she  was  so  fiure ;  and 
saide  to  hire,  "  sey,  woman),  what  art  ^ou,  And  whi  hongist  pon  pu&'i " 
And  she  was  on  lire,  by  pe  mirakill  of  god,  and  saide  to  him,  "  I  am 
a  woman  of*  straunge  centre.  And  howe  I  hong*  hei'  I  not ;  god  wot !  ^ 
And  thenne  saide  pe  Erie,  ''  whose  horse  is  ^is,  ^at  stondith  by  pe 
iteV    "  Sir,"  quoj)  pe  lady,  "  it  is  myne."    The  Erie  trpwid  she  was 

*  leaf  201,  back,  col.  1. 
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some  grete  gentitt  woman),  and  hadde  of  hire  fe  moi'  pite ;  and  saide 
to  hire,  "  A !  deei'  &end,  fon  semyst  a  gentiH  woman)  and  dame.  I 
haue  at  home  a  litill:  childe  to  dowtcr,  And  if  ]>oa  wolt  yndiitake  to 
norish  hire  vp,  and  teche  hire,  you  ahalt  he  deliu^ryd  tto  this  peyne, 
And  ferto  haue  goode  Beward."  Thenne  saide  she,  '*  air,  in  as  moche 
as  I  may  I  wiH  fulMe  yo»r  wille.^  pe  Erie  took  hire  downe,  and 
'Inrou^t  hiie  to  his  castefi,  and  took  his  donate}*  in  to  hiie  kepyng* ; 
And  ^erfoie  she  ley  in  pe  same  chamhir  )Hit  ^e  contesse  lay  in.  And 
fe  contesse  hadde  a  dameselle  ligging*  hytwyne  hire  and  ye  Empresse, 
and  euery  ny^t  was  li^t  hiennyng*  there  in  a  lampe ;  And  she  bare 
hire  so  wel,  y&t  she  was  lovid  of  aH  men.  But  ^is  Erie  hadde  in  his 
haH  a  stiward,  and  he  lovid  moche  ye  Emperesse,  and  ofbe  tym)  spake 
to  hire  of  synf ufi  love,  And  euer  she  answeiid  to  him  ayen,  and  saidey 
^at  she  hadde  y-made  a  yowe  to  god,  y&t  she  shuld  neuer  love  noon 
by  such  man^  loye,  but  him  ^at  y^  lawe  of  god  wolde  ^t  she  loyid. 
Thenne  saide  ye  stiward,  vrith  gret  indignacion),  ^^pon  wolt  not 
graunte  me  by  no  way  1 "  Thenne  saide  she,  ''  no,  what  wott  ye  moi' 
))erof  ?  I  woH  kepe  ^e  vowe  )»at  I  haue  maade  to  god."  The  stiwaid 
^ede  away,  and  ]K))te,  *'  I  woH  be  yengid  of  ]>e,  if  I  may.**  It  happid 
in  a  certeyne  ny)t,  ^at  ^e  dor*  of  ^e  Erlis  chamhir  was  I-lefte  opyii) ; 
&  ye  stiward  perceyyid  it,  and  went  in,  And  fond  aH  on  slepa 
And  whenne  he  fond  all  on  slope,  he  lokid  aboute  by  li}t  of  ^e 
lampe.  And  sawe  ye  bed  of  ye  Emperesse ;  And  whenne  he  sawe  ^ 
Emperesse  liggyng*  wM  the  Erlis  doubter,  he  drowe  out  a  knyfe,  and 
cutte  the  ^throte  of  the  childe;  and  thenne  putte  pnuyliche  (e 
knyfe  in  the  hond  of  ye  Emperesse,  for  intent  y&t  ye  lord,  whenne 
he  wakid,  my^t  see  by  the  l^t  of  ye  lampe  ye  blody  knyfe,  and  dome 
in  his  herte  ]>at  she  hadde  slayne  ye  childe  with  hire  owne  knyfe, 
and  so  to  ^ive  hire  lyifi  dethe.  Af tir  all  this,  y&i  ye  stiward  hadde 
slayne  ]>e  childe,  and  putte  ^e  knyfe  in  the  hond  of  ye  Emp^resse, 
It  happid  ye  contesse  to  wake ;  And  as  she  lokid  yp,  and  out  of  the 
bed,  she  perceyvid  howe  ^at  ^e  Empresse  hadde  in  hire  hond  a 
blody  knyfe.  And  with  that  si3t  she  was  ny  out  of  mynde.  And 
saide  to  hire  husbond,  wttA  an  hye  yois,  ''  S^,  ser,  awake,  and  loke 
to  ^e  bed  of  J^e  lady,  and  see  what  she  holdith  in  hire  hond  I"    The 
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Erie  wakid,  and  lokid  to  ^e  bed ;  And  whenne  lie  eawe  pe  blody 
knjfe,  he  was  not  a  litiH  trowbelid  in  spirite.  And  cride  to  hire,  and 
saide,  ''Awake,  ]k>u  womao),  what  Ib  ])at  in  thi  hondeT'  Thenne 
l^e  Emptfreese  awoke  thorowe  ciyinge,  And  pe  knjf  fefi  out  of  hiie 
honde ;  and  she  lokid  aside,  and  sawe  ])e  childe  dedf,  and  felte  pe 
bed  fufi  of  bloode.  Thenne  she  ciyde  with  an  hye  voys,  and  saide, 
"  Out  Alias  1  my  lordis  doa3ter  is  slayne ! "  Whenne  ])e  conntesse 
hurde  ]Mit  hire  dou3t6r  was  dedf,  she  cryde  to  hire  lorde  with  a 
soroufaS  voys,  and  saide,  "  go  sle  ])is  devifi  or  woman),  whedir  she 
be,  ^at  puB  hat&  slayne  our  doubter."  And  J^en  pe  conntesse  spake 
to  pe  Empresse,  and  saide,  "  It  is  opynly  seeyii),  ])at  p<m  hast  kilde 
my  childe  with  ]>i  knyfe,  and  wtt^  thyne  owne  hondis,  And  J^erfore 
pon  shalt  bane  a  fowle  deth/'  Thenne  saide  ^e  Erie  to  hire,  wit^ 
giet  sorowe  of  herte,  "  Woman),  if  drede  of  god  were  not,  sothely  I 
wold  smyte  thyn)  bed  fro  pe  body  with  my  swerde ;  sithen  I  savid 
pe  fro  det^  and  pon  now  bast  slayne  my  doi^t^r.  Neuer^elese  fot 
me  sbalt  pou,  bane  noon)  harme ;  but  sone,  I  charge  pe,  go  out  of  my 
centre,  for  if  euer  I  f ynde  pe  alter  pia  day  in  myne  count[r]e,  sothely 
pon  shalt  nener  ete  bred."  The^  Empresse  was  foH  of  sorowe,  And 
dude  on  hire  clothis,  And  took  hire  palfray,  and  rood  toward  pe  eest ; 
And  as  she  so  rood  by  pe  way,  she  sawe  a  pair'  of  Galowis  on  ^e  lefte 
bond,  And  CacchepoUis  ledyng*  a  man),  for  to  be  ded.  The  Empresse 
mevid  thorowe  pite,  smot  pe  hors  wtt^  pe  sporis,  And  went  to  pe 
lebet,  and  saide  to  pe  cacchepoUis,  "  Deei*  frendis,  I  am  tedy  to  bey 
^is  man  fro  dethe,  if  je  wott  sane  him  for  mede."  ^'  ^is"  qnop  ^ei. 
So  pe  lady  accordid  with  hem,  and  savid  pe  man ;  And  thenne  saide 
)e  lady  to  him,  **  Deere  frend,  be  nowe  fro  bense  forward  a  trewe 
man),  sitfe  I  savid  Jii  life."  "  Jia,  lady,"  qaop  he,  "  and  fat  I  bihote 
>e."  And  so  he  folowid  J>e  lady.  And  whenne  f  ei  were  come  ny 
a  cyte,  the  lady  saide  to  him,  ''go  afore  in  to  ]>e  cite,  and  Ordayne 
for  me  an  honest  bostery."  And  he  so  dude ;  And  she  dwelte  in  pe 
cyte  by  many  days,  And  men  of  pe  cite  had  hye  menraile  of  hire 
fairenesse,  And  ofte  tyme  spake  to  hire^  for  doyng<  of  synne,  but  pd. 
my3te  not  spede.  Happid  soone  aftir,  ]>at  percome  a  shippe,  I-chargid 
witA  many  maner  of  Marchaundise ;  Apd  whenne  pe  lady  hurde  speke 
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perotf  she  sade  to  hire  semaunt,  ''  go  to  ]^  shippe,  and  loke  if  ]Hm 
see  ony  goode  clothis  for  me."  The  saruaunt  entrid  ])e  shippe,  and 
fonde  ]>6r  many  diuerse  precious  clothis ;  And  he  saide  to  pe  maisier 
of  the  shippe,  ]»at  he  shulde  come,  and  speke  with  his  lady.  The 
nuuster  giaunted.  The  seruaont  ^ede  home  agayn),  and  tolde  hiie 
howe  pe  maister  wolde  come.  So  fe  maister  come  to  hire,  and 
worshipfully  salusyd  hire ;  And  fe  lady  spake  to  him  for  cloth  for 
hii'  weiyng*,  And  he  graontid  hii'.  So  the  seruaont  ^e  a^en  wttA 
him  to  fe  ship ;  And  ^an  fe  maister  saide  to  him,  '*  Deez'  frend,  I 
wolde  shewe  to  fe  my  consaile,  if  I  may  triste  ]>e ;  And  if  yon  wott 
my  consail  kepe,  sothly  I  shaH  wele  reward  ]>e  for  ])i  mede."  Then 
saide  ])at  o])ir,  ''  I  woU  swei'  vpon)  a  booke,  ])at  I  shaH  kepe  thi 
consail,  and  ^erto  helpe  J>e,  in  all  ]»at  I  may."  Then  saide  ye  maister, 
**  I  loye  hii'  more  ])an  yon  wolt  leve,  ther  is  in  hire  such  a  iaimesse, 
And  yerfoT  I  wold  ^ive  aA  the  goode  ]>at  I  haue^  for  to  haue  of  hiie 
my  wiU ;  And  if  I  may  haue  hire  by  thyn)  helpe  or  consail,  do  aska 
of  me  what  ^<m  wolt,  and  I  shatt  pay  ye"  Thenne  saide  the 
semaunt,  "  teH  me  how  pon  wolde  I  dude,  ])at  she  weere  at  the^" 
Then)  saide  he,  "  pon  shalt  go  to  hire,  and  say  to  hire,  yai  I  w6&  not 
late  out  my  cIotK  by  no  way  to  no  creature,  and  so  make  hire  come 
to  me  to  shippe ;  But  late  hire  not  come  to  shippe  tiH  tyme  fat  ther 
rise  a  gret  wynde.  For  thenne  I  shi^  leede  hire  away  wtt^  me.  And 
•she  bLbR  not  scape."  ''This  is  a  good  conseil,"  qnoy  ye  traitour; 
**  but  3ive  me  my  mede,  And  then  ^I  shaH  fulfiH  your  wilL"  when 
the  traitour  hadde  receiviJ  his  meede,  he  went  to  his  lady,  and 
tolde  hire  howe  ye  maister  wolde  not  sende  his  dotb  oute  of  his 
shippe, — ''But  he  prayd  you,  ^at  ye  woH  come  down)  to  ye  watir, 
and  yer  ^e  shutt  see  and  haue  clothis  at  your  owne  wilf  The 
lady  trowid  ye  traitour,  and  went  to  ye  ship ;  and  when  she  enterid 
ye  ship,  ^e  traytour  seruaunt  aboode  wttftoute.  And  then  ^e  maister, 
seyng^  a  gret  wynde  to  rii^e  yp,  he  sette  vp  sayle,  and  faste  rowy<f ; 
And  when  ye  lady  perceyvid  yia  treson),  she  was  gretly  mevid  in 
mynde,  and  saide,  '^  what  kynnys  treson)  is  J^is,  J>at  yon  hast  y-do  to 
me 9"  "Nay,"  quo^  he,  "it  is  noon)  othir  treson)  but  ^at  I  shafi 
comune  wtt^  ye  fleshly.  And  wedde  ye  to  wife."    Thenne  saide  she^ 
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'^  Sir,  I  haue  maade  avow  to  god,  ]>at  I  aliafi  nen^  do  ^at  trespace, 
but  -wiih  him  Jrait  I  am  bonnden  to  in  lawe."  **  Sey  not  so/'  quop 
he ;  "  ^u  art  nowe  in  mydd69  of  )>e  see,  And  ^^or  but  pon  consent 
to  me,  I  sbaH  caste  pe  in  mydd6«  of  ])e  watir.'*  Thenne  saide  ]>e  lady, 
**  ail2i  it  sbafi  be  so,  oideyne  me  a  place  in  fe  ship.  And  I  shi^  do 
f  y  wiH  or  I  dye."  The  maist^  trowid  to  liire  wordis ;  and  she 
drowe  a  curteyne,  when  she  was  in,  betwyne  hire  and  him ;  And 
thenne  sbe  knelid  don),  And  made  hire  prayeris  to  god  in  theise 
woidis,  **  My  lord  god,  ]>at  hast  y-kept  me  fro  my  jowthede,  kepQ 
me  now  in  ]>is^  hour,  ^at  I  be  not  filid,  ^at  I  may  3iye  )>e  my  sowle 
iriih  a  clene  hert."  when  ^is  orisone  was  y-maad,  per  ros  yp  so  gret 
a  tempest  in  fe  Bee,  ]>at  ^e  shippe  brake,  and  aH  were  adreynt, 
ezcepte  ye  Lidy  And  the  maist^r.  The  lady  drowe  to  a  bord,  the 
whicH  bare  hire  to  pe  londe ;  And  pe  nuustar  tooke  an  othir  bord,  and 
so  passid  to  pe  londe,  Bat  neither  of  hem  knewe  of  othens  saluacioo). 
The  lady  went  to  an  Abbeye  of  nonnys,  and  ther  she  was  worship- 
fully  receivid;  And  dwelte  perlong*,  and  liyid  an  holy  life  by  long< 
tyme.  In  so  moche  psi  god  lent  hire  grace  ^at  she  heelid  many  syke 
folke ;  And  periore  aH  syke  in  enerj  syde  ^e  Abbay  drowe  thedir  to 
be  heelid,  And  ioyef ully  were  sped.  Nowe  pe  brothir  of  hure  husbond, 
]>at  hongid  hire  by  pe  heii',  was  a  foul  lypre ;  The  kny3t  ])at  slowe 
pe  Erlia  doubter,  and  putte  the  blody  knyfe  in  hire  bond,  was  def 
and  blynde ;  The  s^maunt  Jmt  hadde  bytrayd  hir,  was  haltyng^ ;  And 
pe  maister  of  pe  ship  was  halfe  out  of  mynde.  when  the  Emperour 
hurde  telle,  pekt  suche  an  booly  and  a  vertuys  woman)  was  in  such  a 
place,  he  saide  to  his  brothir,  "  Deere  frende,  go  we  to  ^at  abbay, 
^t  pe  hooly  woman)  may  heele  pe  of  ]»i  lipre.''  Thenne  saide  he, 
"^A,  lord,  if  I  shulde."  Anoon  wtt^oute  tareyng*  The  Emparour,  in 
his  owne  persone,  tooke  his  brothir,  and  went  to  pe  nonnys ;  And 
when  pe  nonnys  hurde  telle  of  pe  Emp^rours  comyng*.  The!  went 
ayenst  him  with  processioo).  The  Empdrour  enspered  of  the  pnoressi 
if  peA  per  were  ony  such  an  hooly  woman)  therynn)  among  hem,  And 
she  saide  "  3^/'  >  And  he  baade,  ])at  she  shulde  come  fortb ;  And  ])ei 
maade  hire  come  fort&,  and  speke  vrith  pe  Emperour.  The  emperesse 
hydde  hire  tace  with  a  Mrympiti,  for  she  wolde  not  ben  y-knowe ; 
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And  80  she  come  to  him,  and  worahipf  uliy  she  Balnaid  him.  And 
thenne  fe  Emperour  saide  to  hire,  '^  fiaiie  lady,  can  ye  heele  my 
brothir  of  lepi'1  If  ye  conns,  aske  of  me  what  ye  woH,  And  ye  Bkufi 
haue  it."  The  Empresse  lokid  abowte  hiie,  and  ahe  perceyrid  that 
]^  biothir  of  ^e  Emp^ rour  stood  fer  a  foul  lepi^,  and  wonnys  spronge 
out  at  ]^  visage  on  eoli  syde ;  And  for  ^  Emperour  was  fer  with  his 
sike  biothir,  ali  syke  peple  that  was  f&r  abowte  com)  thedir  to  be 
heelid.  And  thenne  saide  fe  Emperesse  to  ^  Emperonr,  "  ser,  if  ye 
gaf  me  ali  yonr  Empire,  I  may  not  heele  your  biothir,  but  if  he  were 
confessid  Among*  all  pe  peple."  ^The  Empirrour  tumyJ  to  his  brothir 
And  baad  him  make  opyn)  confeiBsion),  ^t  he  myjt  be  dansid. 
Thanne  he  maade  confession)  of  al}  his  life;,  Except  howe  ^at  he  hongid 
ye  Emperesse  by  fe  heyiis,  but'  that  wold  he  not  towche  of.  Thenne 
saide  fe  emperesse  to  fe  Emperour,  ''sir,  If  I  putte  medecyn)  to 
him,  it  is  but  veyn)  ])at  I  do,  for  he  is  not  )it  fully  confessid." 
Thenne  pe  Emperour  tumycl  to  his  biothir,  an  J  saide,  ''Jxm 
joman),  what  sooiy  wiecchidnesse  is  in  ^t  Seist  fan  not  wele, 
pat  ])ou  art  a  lothly  lypi'  ?  wolt  pon  not  telle  all  forth,  y&t  }ou 
may  be  maade  hoole  &  cleenel  Shiyre  ^e  anoon),  or  ellys  yaa 
shalt  be  putte  out  of  my  company  for  euermore.  **  A !  lord,"  quo^ 
he,  ''I  may  not  shryue  me^  tyl  tyme  ^t  I  haue  surte  of  fi 
grace  and  mercy."  Then  saide  yo  Emperour,  ''  What !  hast  }on 
trespassid  vnto  mel"  ''3>8>  si^/'  <l^o]»  Jiat  othir,  ''I  haue  hiely 
trespassid  ayenst  you.  And  yeriore  1  aske  mercy  or  I  shalle  sey  what 
it  is."  The  Emperour  thought  no  thynge  of  ye  Emperesse,  for  he 
trowid  ]»at  she  had  ben  ded  many  day  afore ;  And  J>erf ore  he  saide 
to  him,  '^t^  boldely'  what  yon  hast  trespassid  ayenst  me,  for 
dowteles  I  for^iye  the  if  Thenne  saide  he,  howe  ^at  he  stirid  ye 
Emperesse.  to  synne,  And  j^arfore  hongid  hire  by  ye  heeiys. 
Whenne  ye  Emperour  hurde  ]>at^  he  was  ny  wood  in  herte,  and 
saide, ''  A 1  false  harlot^  veniaunce  of  god  is  fall:  vpon)  ye ;  And  if  I 
hadde  knowyn)  yis  byfore,  I  shulde  haue  put  yeiio  ye  fowlist  detK 
yat  ony  man  my^te  haue."  Thenne  saide  ye  kny^t,  ysA  slows  fe 
Erlys  doubter,  ''  I  wote  not  of  what  lady  )e  ^spekyn,  but  yer  heng  a 
lady  by  ^e  heyre  in  such  a  forest,  and  my  lord  ye  Erie  tooke  hire 
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dowii),  and  brong&t  hire  to  his  casteH,  to  be  hie  norishe ;  and  I  lay 
abonte  to  spme,  and  for  I  mjjt  not  hane  my  wili  of  hire,  I  slowe 
my  loidis  dowtar^  as  she  lay  slepyng*  with  hire  in  fe  bed;  And 
]»enne  I  pntte  ])e  knyfe  in  ]»e  bond  of  fe  lentilwoman)^  for  she 
shnlde  here  ^  blame  fer  of ;  And  ferfoTe  pe  Erie  pntte  hire  out  of 
his  Erldom,  but  I  not  whedir  she  becom,  after  ^at  tyme."  Thenne 
saide  ye  thefe,  ]»e  traitonr,  ''I  knowe  not  of  what  lady  ye  speke,  bat 
yer  was  a  faire  lady  ^at  savid  me  frome  detK,  fro  ])e  iebet,  when  I 
sholde  haue  be  hongid,  and  paide  for  me  a  grete  summe  of  money ; 
and  oftir  ^t  I  ialsly  bitraid  hire  to  a  maister  of  a  ship,  ])at  he 
shnlde  haue  hire  to  his  concnbyne;  And  when)  I  hadde  yndir  a 
gret  trayne  bron^t  hire  to  his  ship,  he  sette  vp  sayle,  and  ladde  hire 
away ;  bnt  what  bifelle  aftirward  I  ne  wist,  ne  whedir  she  bioome." 
Thenne  saide  fe  maistar  .of  ])e  ship,  ^^soitily  and  snche  a  lady 
leceiTed  I  into  my  ship,  by  deceyte  of  hire  semaunt ;  And  whenne  I 
was  with  hire  in  myddys  of  fe  see,  I  wolde  haue  synnyd  vrith  hire, 
and  she  tomyd  hire  to  praiyng* ;  And  when  she  hadde  maad  hire 
praieiis,  ^enne  fer  to9  a  tempest,  &  brake  ^e  ship,  and  [all]  was 
dreynt,  And  I  socourid  me  with  a  bord,  and  so  I  was  brought  to 
londe ;  But  what  bicom)  of  Jmt  lady,  whedir  she  was  dreynt  or  savid, 
I  not."  Then  cryde  the  Emperesse  vrith  an  bye  yoisy  and  saide, 
''Je  ben  idS  deene  confessid,  and  ^erfore  I  woH  nowe  medecynys 
put  to  you."  And  so  she  heelid  hem  aH'.  Thenne  fe  lady  shewid 
hire  face  Among*  hem  att.  whenne  fe  Emperour  hadde  knowlich 
of  hire,  he  ran  for  gladnesse,  and  halsid  hire,  and  kist  hire,  and 
wepte  right  soore  as  a  childe  for  gladnesse,  and  saide,  ''  nowe  blessid 
be  god,  for  I  haue  founde  ]>at  I  haue  hiely  desirid  1 "  And  with 
moche  ioy  brou)t  hire  home  to  ]»e  palys,  and  faire  life  endid,  in  pea 
and  in  chaiite. 

MORALITB. 

To  our  gostely  purpos  ]>is  Emperour  is  our  lord  ihe^u  crist ;  the 
wife  is  fe  sowle  of  man ;  The  brothir  of  ])e  Emperour  is  man), 
to  whom  god  3iyith  cur*  of  his  Empire,  sctZ.  of  his  body,  but 
principally  of  ]>e  soule.  But  thenne  fe  wrecchid  flesh  ofte  tyme 
stirith  fe  soule  to  synne;  But  fe  soule,  fski  lovith  god  afore  att 
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tiling*,  And  en^  wtt/tBtondit£  synne,  takitli  his  power,  aeU.  lesob) 
and  yndiistonding*,  And  such  a  flesh  Jmt  woti'  not  be  obedient  to  )» 
spirite,  he  makith  to  be  pnsonid  in  fe  prison)  of  penaunce,  til  tyme 
]>at  he  W0&  obey  vnto  reson).  Thenne  ye  Emperonr  is  to  come  hond 
fix)  ]»e  holy  lond,  ecU,  crist  comith  to  a  synner,  Beit,  puttith  him  in 
fe  mynde  of  a  synner.  Thenne  ]>e  synner  thenkitfi  on  him,  And 
crieth  for  grace;  And  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  hath  hope  ]>at  he  hath 
grace,  he  is  bolde  to  synne  ayen ;  Bnt  a-yenst  suche  a  man^  spekitfi 
scripture,  and  seith  ^os,  Mtdedietus  hamo  qui  peccat  in  spe,  Corsid 
be  ^e  man)  ])at  synni^  in  hope.  And  so  |)e  soule  ofte  tyme  endineth 
to  it»  And  latith  it  go  oat  of  }e  priison),  trustyng*;  and  ferfon 
wasshith  of  att  ]>e  filthe,  and  densith  it  with  goods  vertuys,  and 
makith  it  go  vpon)'  ])e  hors  of  charite,  &  to  ryde  in  goode  werlds, 
]>at  he  meete  with  god  in  pe  day  of  pask.  Bnt  ofte  tyme  ye  Bjrmer 
trespassith  by  ye  way,  in  ^e  hooly  tyme.  And  an  hynde  aiisith  yp, 
6Ct7.  dilectacion)  of  synne,  and  all  ye  wittys  rennytfi  after,  Thorow 
werkyng*  of  synfuH  werkys ;  And  hoondys,  Beil.  shrewde  thowtys, 
euermoi'  berkith,  and  entisith  so,  yat  a  man,  set/,  ^e  fle^,  and  ye 
soule  stondith  and  abidith  stille,  and  livith  to-geder  wit^oute  ony 
vertu.  Thenne  ye  flesh  seith  yai,  and  what  doith  he  but  stirith  ye 
soule,  which  is  ^e  spouse  of  crista  vnto  synne.  But  ye  soule,  yat  is 
fio  lovid  and  weddid  to  god,  wofi  not  leeve  god,  ne  graunt  to  synne ; 
And  yerfoie  ye  wrecchid  flesh  ofte  tyme  spoileth  a  man  of  his 
clothing*,  ecU,  of  goode  vertuys ;  And  then  he  hongith  him  vpon  an 
oke,  BcU.  wordly  love,  by  ^e  heire,  sct7.  by  Ivel,  and  be  wrong* 
couetise,  till  tyme  y&t  ther  come  an  Erie,  ecif,  a  prechour,  or  a 
diBcrete  confessour,  in  ye  forest  of  y\a  wordle,  for  to  hunte  thorowe 
'prechyng*  and  goode  conseilyng*,  berkyng*  and  shewing*  of  holy 
scripture ;  and  so  he  bringith  ye  lady,  set'/,  ye  soule  of  man),  to  his 
house,  set*/,  hooly  chirche,  to  norissh  his  dowter,  set/,  conscience,  in 
werkis  of  mercy.  This  Erie  hath  a  lamps,  set/,  a  confessour  or  a 
prechour,  And  bifoi'-the  ye  of  his  herte  ye  lampe  of  hooly  scripture, 
yn  ye  which  he  seith  knowlyching*  of  ye  soule,  and  vMuys  in 
serving*.  The  stiward,  ^at  askid  hire  of  synne,  is  pryde  of  life,  ye 
"which  is  stiward  of  ye  wordle,  by  ye  which  many  ben  deceyvid ; 
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but  ye  soule,  pai  is  so  bilovid  yriih  god,  woH  not  assent  to  pryde ; 
bat  ofte  tyme  he  proferitH  to  a  man)  a  purs  f uH  of  gold  and  siluar,, 
And  castit^  a-fore  his  yen),  and  so  he  sleit^  ^e  dameseH,  actl.  hooly 
conscience;  and  )»erfbr  it  is  wretyn  fna,  Muiiera  exceeant^  oculos 
iudieumj  et  p&tuertuid  sqpienies,  ita  quod  Veritas  vel  equitas  nan 
poiuii  ingrediy  net  «teHt  a  longe^  et  ittdicium  retrorsum  conuersum 
vidii,  This  is  to  say,  jiftis  blyndith  pe  yen)  of  iugis,  And  p^rueHith 
or  tamit&  into  weis  wise  men,  so  J^at  truthe  or  equite  myg&t  not 
enteiy,  but  stood  a-faire,  and  sawe  ])e  dome  tumyd  bacward*  and 
such  ben  to  be  put  out  of  ^e  hippe  of  holy  chirche,  as  was  fe  lady 
from  ])e  Erldom).  2^owe  she  loode  idl  one,  and  sawe  a  xnan  lad  to 
ye  iebette.  seris,  a  man  may  be  ladde  to  deth  by  dedly  synne ;  And 
yerioT  do  as  dude  ye  lady,  when  she  smot  ye  hois  wtt^  ^e  spores, 
and  savid  ye  mannys  life.  So  do  yoM  smyte  and  prikke  yi  fleshe  -with 
penaunce,  And  helpe  yi  ne^ebor  in  his  nede,  and  not  only  in 
tempon^  goodis,  but  also  in  spin^uatt  goodis  and  gostely  conf  ort ; 
And  ^«rfoie  seiytil  salamon),  Ve  soli/  wo  be  to  him  ]»at  is  att  one ! 
fxU,  lyyyng*  in  synnys,  for  he  hath  noon  helpe,  wherby  yai  he  may 
not  ryse  a-yen*  And  j^arfore  haste  ]ie,  and  help  ye  and  yi  ne^ebour 
out  of  ye  dich ;  for  man  ]>at  is  not,  but  if  he  jive  a  drynke  of  water 
at  ye  Eeuerence  of  god,  but  ])at  he  shidl  be  rewaidid  ]>erfore.  But 
many  ben  vnkynde,  as  was  ye  thef e  J^at  deceivid  ye  lady,  af tir  Jiat 
she  noaade  1dm  to  be  sayid,  As  doit£  many  ])at  ^ildith  IviH  for  good ; 
88  seyith  Is.  Ve  UliSy  g\d  dicunt  bonum  mcUum,  et  maluai  5ont<m, 
wo  be  to  hem,  J^at  seiyth  and  callith  good  IviH,  and  IviH  good. 
The  maister  of  ye  ship  is  ye  wordle,  by  ye  which  many  ben  deceivid 
in  ye  see,  sctZ.  yn  ye  wordle.  ]7e  ship  is  brokyn)  as  ofte  tyme  as  a 
man)  chesith  wilfully  pouarte.  And  for  cause  of  god  obeyith  to  his 
prelat ;  and  thenne  he  hatith  ye  wordle,  and  all  his  couetise,  for  it 
is  Tnpossible  bothe  to  plese  god  and  ye  wordle.  The  lady  jede  to  ye 
selle  j  80  ye  sowle  tumyth  to  hooly  life  fro  wordly  vanyteys ;  And 
60  ali  ]>e  wittis,  by  which  the  soide  was  troubelyd  are'  slayne^  by 
diu^'se  infirmiteys,  as  yen)  by  wrong  couetise,  heryng*  by  bacbiting*, 
as  glad  for  to  here  bacbiters,  and  bacbityng*  and  detraccion),  and  so 
of  othir.     And  ^erfore  ye  soule  may  not  Iviti  be  seeyii)  wttA  crist, 

*  KS.  excetant  '  MS.. and.. 
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hire  Bpouse,  tiH  tyme  )^at  ye  yen)  be  openyd.  The  eeris  ben  ^ivyn), 
and  tumyd  to  helthe.  And  so  of  othir  witlds.  And  if  fat  it  oome 
^is  abowte,  dowteles  fe  sowle  shatt  go  with  crista  hire  Bpoase^  to  ^ 
palys  of  heuene.     Ad  quod  nas  ducai  I    Amen. 

[  LXX,  ] 
LAMAETINCTSf  THE  WATEROITR. 

(how  a  JXAL0U8  8TBWARD  FELL  INTO  THB  TRAP  WHICH  HB  HAD 

LAID   FOB  ANOTHEB.) 

LamartiniM  r^;nyd  emperour  in  ^  cite  of  Borne ;  and  he  helde 
in  howsehold  wtt^  him  fe  sone  of  his  brothir,  whom  he  moche 
loyidy  And  ye  name  of  ])at  childe  was  fulgendusy  And  euery  day  he 
mynystrid  to  ye  Emparonr  of  diynke.    And  in  ye  same  tyme  yer 
was  in  ye  same  place  a  stiwarJ,  ]>at  was  stiwaicl  of  idi  ^  Empire, 
and  he  was  his  eem ;  and  he  had  giet  envie  of  ^is  childe,  ]»at  ye 
Emperour  lovid  hym  so  moche,  And  J^^rfoze  he  stodeyd  ny^t  and 
day,  howe  ]>at  he  myjt  make  dLscoide  betwyne  ye  Emp^rour  and  yis 
childe.     So  in  a  c^rieyne  tyme,  whenne  the  stiwaid  perceivid  ye 
Emperour  in  chambir,  and  araiyng*  him  to  bed^  he  went  to  him,  and 
saide,  "  Sir,  my  lord,  I  haue  a  ce;*teyne  conseil  to  shewe  be-twiz  you 
and  me."    ^''  Sey,"  qao]»  ye  Emperour, ''  for  heere  beu)  nowe  but  we 
twa"    Then  saide  ye  stiwaid,  "  sir,  ]»is  childe  f ulgencius,  )iat  is  your 
cosyn),  and  y&i  ye  love  so  moche,  fowly  defamitil  you  ouer  ail  the 
Empire,  sctZ.  ^t  ye  ben  infecte  with  infirmite  of  lepre^  in  so  moche 
yei  he  may  not,  for  stenche  yei  comith  fro  you,  stond  by  you  whenne 
yet  he  biyngith  you  drynke ;  And  yerioie  euer  whenne  he  comitli  to 
you  Wit^  diynke,  sothly  as  soone  as  he  hath  take  yon  drynke,  he 
tninitll  arway  his  hed."    when  ye  Emperour  horde  theise  wordis,  he 
was  not  a  litiH  y-grevid,  and  blewe  vpon)  ye  stiwaid,  praying  him  to 
teH  him  ye  sothe,  whethir  he  hadde  ony  sauonr  of  lepre,  or  na 
Thenne  saide  ^e  stiward,  "  nay,  sir,  by  my  goode  life,  for  ye  haue  aa 
awete  a  sauonr'  as  ony  man)  of  ^is  Empix'."    Thenne  saide  ye  lord, 
*^  How  may  I  Come  to  J^e  sothefastnesse  in  yis  cas,  and  see  ye  falsnesse 
of  J^is  boyV    "Sir,"  quoj  he,  "and  I  shall  telle  you  not;  but 

*  leaf  202,  back,  col.  2.  *  souoiir,  MS. 
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biJiolde  wele  J>e  next  tyme  ])at  lie  shall  serve  you  of  drynke,  be  it  at 
meete  or  in  cbambir,  and  ye  sliuH  see,  ^at  as  soone  as  be  bat&  take 
you  ]>e  Coppe,  as  soone  be  woH  tume  away  bis  bed,  ])at  lie  woU  not 
feele  your  savour;  And  thus  may  ^e  well:  preve,  ^at  it  is  sotfi  ])at  I 
I  say."  "J)ou  saiyst  sotb,"  quof  fe  Emperour;  "J>er  may  be  no 
better  prefe."  Sone  after  f e  stiward  went  to  fe  cbilde  Fulgencius, 
and  tooke  bim  to  a  wali,  and  saide,  ''Deere  frend,  ]>oa  art,  as  fon 
saiest  and  knowist,  wele  ny  sybbe  to  my  lord,  for  be  is  tbyne  Eem, 
and  pon  art  bis  cosyn) ;  and,  sone,  if  poM  wolt  conne  me  goode  tbonke, 
I  sbaH  wamy  pe  of  a  fawte  ])at  fon  liast,  wberby  my  lord  is  biely 
IviH  apayd;  and  it  grevitB.  bim  so  mocbe,  ]yat  be  is  ofte  tyme  in 
pnrpos  to  pntte  ])e  out  of  bis  palys,  And  be  sbamitti  to  speke  to  ])e  of 
ye  mater."  Tben  saide  Fulgencius,  "  now,  sir,  for  bis  love  ^at  deyde 
on  the  cros,  tett  me  what  fawte  it  is,  ])at  my  lord  dispisith  my 
company  for,  and  I  am  redy  to  amende  it.  And  do  aftir  goode  consaiL'' 
Tben  saide  ])e  stiward, '' Jpou  bast  an  Ivil  and  a  stynking  bretH,  in  so 
moche  ]>at  my  lord  tbenkith  euer,  when  )>at  poM  bringist  ])e  coppe  to 
bim,  ))at  he  wold  cast*  it  in  thi  face,  he  felith  so  fowle  a  stynche 
of  the,  when  ])ou  comist  with  pe  coppe."  Then  saide  Fulgencius, 
''sir,  I  beseche  you  hertely  to  telle  me  soome  goode  conseil  and 
helpe  in  this  cas."  Thenne  saide  ])e  stiward,  "  if  tbow  woll  do  after 
my  conseil  in  )>is  cas,  I  shal  bryng<  ali  to  good  ende."  ''  3^8,  sir," 
quo]»  he,  "  J>at  I  desire  nowe  bifore  aH  thingee."  Thenne  saide  J^e 
stiward,  "  as  ofte  tyme  as  ^on  bryngist  ^e  coppe  to  him,  and  hast 
delinered  it  to  him  thenne  tume  fi  face  fro  him,  ])at  he  feele  no 
stenche  of  the ;  And  do  thus,  till  tyme  ^at  we  bane  ordeyned  som) 
medecyn)  for  peJ*  Fulgencius  trowid  him  wel,  and  all  his  worded, 
and  saide  ^at  be  wold  do  his  conseiL  so  in  tyme  that  he  mynysterid 
pe  coppe  to  ])e  Emperour,  and  hadde  ytake  it  in  to  his  hondis,  Anoou 
he  tumyd  his  visage  fro  him.  when  f e  Emperour  saw  J>at,  he  was 
not  litiH  IviH  apayd;  he  lifte  vp  bis  foote,  and  gafe  him  a  spume 
fr-jen  ^e  brest,  and  saide,  '*  fye  on  fe  Kibalde  !  for  now  I  see  wele  it 
is  true,  ^at  I  baue  hurde  of  ))e.  go  out  of  my  sijt^  for  ])ou  shalt 
neuer  lenge^  abyde  mth  me."  Fulgencius  wepte,  and  maade  moche 
sorowe ;  and  fe  Emperour  callid  to  him  fe  stiward,  and  saide,  "  what 
is  thi  best  conseil,  teli  me,  how  I-sbaH  best  be  vengid  on  ])is  brothett, 
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by  cause  ^at  ^u  defamiste  me  oner  &V[  the  Empire,  and  hast  tolde 
]>at  I  was  infecte  wiiJi  lepre.  And  ferof  com  fro  me  so  abhomiDabil 
stench,  ^at  no  man  my^te  feele  it ;  and  in  tokne  ferof  thow  tamist 
away  fro  me  th3me  hed,  when  )>ou  brou^tist  me  the  cnppe.    And  for 
I  sawe  ^is  vrtih  myne  yen),  therfor  I  ordeynyc^  such  a  deth.  And  jit 
wol  ordeyne  for  the,  but  pan  conne  ^e  better  excuse  the."    Then 
saide  Fulgencius,  "sir,  if  it  lyke  yon,  hurith  what  I  shatt  say,  And 
ye  shuH  hei'  a  foule  conspiracion)  and  trayne,  p&t  ye  neu^  huide 
suche  on  bifoi'.    The  stiward,  ]iat  is  nowe  ded,  com  to  me,  and  saide, 
l^at  ye  saide  to  him,  J^at  my  brethe  stanke  so  foule,  ]»t  it  was  dispite 
to  you  my  presence;  And  perfore  he  conseilid  me,  ]iat  I  shulde^ 
when  I  brou}t  you  )>e  Coppe,  tume  away  my  hed.     I  take  god  to 
witnesse,  ))at  it  is  no  losing*  ^at  I  say  ynto  you."    The  Emperout 
gaf e  goode  credence  to  his  wordis,  and  saide,  "  A I  Deei^  frend,  the 
stiward  is  fallyn)  in  his  owne  diche,  by  ]>e  Right  wisdom)  of  god. 
This  false  ordinaimce  hadde  he  maade,  for  envy  that  he  hadde  to  ^ 
Sone,  be  a  goode  mao),  for  ]>ou  art  moche  bondyn)  to  god,  ftX  thus 
hath  kepte  the  fro  dethe." 

MORALITEL 

Deere  frendis,  ]ds  Emperour  may  be  callid  a  prdat  of  hooly. 
chlrche.  Fulgencius  is  callid  a  cristyn)  man  choseiiD,  whidi  is 
sette  aH  vndir  discipline  of  J^e  prelat ;  for  he  owith  to  mynystre  and 
offre  to  )>e  prelat  pe  cuppe,  seif.  tethinge^  of  aH  trewe  getyn)  goodes  fsX 
he  hath,  by  ])e  which  pralatys  and  men  of  holy  chirche  shulde  liya. 
Fulgencius.  scil  pe  goode  cristyn)  man),  )|at  is  true  mynystz'  to  god, 
And  the  prelat,  is  moche  lovid  of  god,  and  wele  rewardid,  But  the 
stiward  is  Envious  at  it,  acU.  eaerj  wickid  man),  ]>at  beu)  membris  of 
the  deviH,  as  is  caym).  such  men  ofte  tyme  turnith  p^  hertia  of 
trewe  cristyn)  men),  sejring*  that  pe  ^  prelat  is  smetyn)  with  lipre,  adL 
neithir  plesinge  to  god  ne  to  man ;  And  that  is  i^enst  Holy  scripture. 
And  suche  wickid  men  ofte  tyme  accusith  the  true  peple  to  the  iuge 
by  Falshede ;  and  suche  men  at  the  laste  ben  y-caste  in  to  euyr- 
lasting*  fire.  And  the  true  peple  shaH  go  into  euerlasting*  blisse,  And 
be  savid  fro  the  fowle  dethe  of  helle.  Fro  the  which  deth  he  kepe 
vs,  )7at  with  his  bloode  bought  ys,  And  bring*  vs  to  his  blisse.  That 
ueuer  shaH  mysse  I     Amen).  *  leaf  208,  ooL  2.. 
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[7^  remaining  dories  are  from  MS.  Addit,  9066,  wUh^  where  poe^ 
eiblSf  a  eeeond  version  fi-om  Oamb.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6.] 

[  XVIL    AddU.  MS.  9066,  leaf  28.  ] 

(AKDB00LB8  AND  THE  LIOST.) 

Anntnis  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Borne,  the  whiche  amonge  aH  the 
goodes  of  the  world  he  loved  mekefi  to  plaje  wit&  hoondes 
.  and  hawkea.  IT  It  fille  ones,  that  he  went  to  a  forest,  forto 
hnnte  the  hert;  and  sone  he  sawe  an  herte  come  rynnyng  before 
bym,  and  honndes  rynnyng  afbir  hym,  in  so  mekefi  that  he  was  left 
behynde,  tihat  he  saw  neither  the  herte  ne  the  honndes ;  and  so  he 
bdeft  alone,  for  afi  his  servanntes  folowed  the  herte.  and  he  was 
mekefi  desolate  and  bevy,  for  he  sawe  no  man ;  And  anon)  smote  the 
home  wit&  the  spones,  agayn)  none,  and  he  rode  thnrghafi  the  forest^ 
and  founde  no  man.  IT  Bat  agayn)  Even)  come  xynnyng  a  lyoii),haltyng 
on  bis  right  foote,  and  come  to  hym.  the  Emperonr  was  aferd^  and 
wold  baye  fledde,  but  the  lyoD)  toke  hym  by  the  foote,  and  shewed 
to  bym  bis  hurt  on  bis  foote.    whan  the  Emp^ronr  yndirstode  tbat^ 

{Second  Version.     Cambr.  MS  Kk.  1.  6,  leaf  232.] 

18. 

Anius  regned  in  Bome,  The  which  a-mong«  afi  pe  godes  of  be 
world  be  louyd  mych  to  pley  wttA  boundys  &  bawkes.  It  nfi 
ones  ]Mit  be  went  in-to  a  forest  for  to  hunt  the  hert.  And  sone  be 
sawe  an  hert  come  r3rnnyng*  by-fore  bym  /  &  the  boundes  folowed 
aiter  swyftly  In  so  myche  J>at  be  was  left  bebynd  fat  be  sawe  noper 
^e  berte  ne  boande,  &  so  be  was  left  a-lone,  for  afi  bis  seruaunt^v 
folowyd  the  berte  /  &  be  was  myche  desolate  &  heuy  for  be  sawe 
no  manne  /  be  smote  1>e  hors  wtt^  ^e  spores  agayfi  none  &  he  rode 
I'orogb  afi  the  forest  &  f onde  no  mafi.  But  A-gayn  Eaenyng*  come 
rynnyng  argayfi  bym  A  lyofi  baltyng  on  bis  right  fote  &  come  to 
bym.  The  Emjperour  was  a-ferde  &  wolde  baue  fled.  But  the  lyofl 
toke  bym  by  ])e  fote  &  sbewid  bym  bis  hurt  fote.     WbaJi  the 
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he  went  downe  of  his  hoTse,  and  drew  out  the  sharpe  thond  out  of 
the  lyons  foote ;  and  after  that  he  gadreJ  herhea,  witKL  the  whiche 
he  heled  his  foote.  IT  Whan  the  lion)  was  hole,  he  la<$  hym  to  his 
cave,  and  there  he  was  aH  nyght.  and  on  the  morow  he  howed  his 
hede  to  the  lyon),  and  toke  his  horse,  and  rode  ali  that  daj,  and 
conde  fynde  in  no  wise  passyng  out  of  the  forest.  'IT  he  sawe  that, 
and  went  agayn)  to  the  lions  denne.  the  Ijoh)  was  out^  hut  agajii^ 
£yeu)  he  come,  and  brought  wi^  hym.  \j.  fatte  shepe;  and  whan 
he  found  the  Emp^rour^  after  his  kynde  he  made  hym  good  chei*, 
and  offred  hym  hot&  the  shepe.  IT  The  Emp^rour  was  hungrj, 
bicause  he  had  not  eten)  of  att  day ;  he  toke  an  Iren),  and  smote  fiie 
x>f  a  stone,  and  araied  hym  flessh,  and  £te,  and  dranke  watir  of  the 
floode;  and  so  he  lay  aH  nyght  wi^  the  lyon).  if  on  the  day 
iolowyng  he  lept  on  his  palfray,  and  rode  att  day,  and  coude  fynde 
no  goyng  out  of  the  forest,  wherfore  he  was  hevy  and  sory.  If  Efte 
fionea  he  went  to  the  lyons  denne,  but  he  found  not  the  lyon) ;  and 
agayn)  £yen)  come  a  female  Bere  to  hym ;  and  whan  he  sawe  her, 
he  was  gretely  aferd.  but  the  Bere  made  hym  chere  in  her  maner, 
and  of  the  pray  that  she  had  goten)  and  take,  she  layed  it  before 
hym.     he  smote  fire,  and  aiaied  it,  and  ete ;  and  after  that  he  had 
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Emp^rour  yndirstode  )>at  /  he  went  dowfi  of  his  hors  &  drewe  oat 
the  sharp  thome  of  |%b  lyons  fote,  &  af  t^  ])at  he  gadred  herbes  witA 
be  which  herbes  he  helyd  his  fote  /  whan  ^e  lyon  was  hole  he  led 
nym  to  his  cave  /  And  ^er  he  was  att  nyght  /  And  at  morn  he  lowted 
his  hede  to  ))e  lyofl  /  &  toke  his  hors  &  rode  att  day  &  coud  fynd 
no  wey  out  of  the  forest  /  [Whan]  he  sawe  ])at  he  went  ^ns  &  went 
to  ])e  lyons  denne  a-gayiL  /  The  lyoiL  was  out  but  A-gayfi  euene  he 
come  &  brought  wM  hym  .\j.  fat  shepe  /The  Empcrowr  was  hungry 
bycause  he  had  not  ete  of  att  day :  he  toke  An  yren  &  smote  fyre  of 
a  stone  /  &  arayed  hym  flesshe  &  ete  &  dranke  wat^  of  y  flode. 
And  so  he  lay  ail  nyght  be  J>e  lyon  /  On  fe  day  folowyng*  he  lepe  vp 
on  his  palfray  &  rode  a-way,  &  he  coude  fynd  no  goyng*  out  of  the 
forest.  Wherfor  he  was  heuy  &  sory  /  Eft  sones  he  went  to  the 
lyons  denne  /  but  he  fond  not  ]»e  lyon.  But  a-gayn  euene  come  a 
f  ematt  bere  /  And  whan  he  sawe  hli'  he  was  gretly  A-ferde,  But )« 
bere  made  hym  chere  in  her  maner  of  y  pray  J^at  she  had  goto  '& 
take ;  she  leyde  it  by-fore  hym ;  he  smote  fyre  &  a-rayed  it  &  ete  ity 

■  leaf  232,  back. 
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eteii),  thei  hje(riy  bothe  to-gedre.  and  the  Emperour  knew  her 
flesshly,  and  she  brought  forth  a  sone,  like  the  £mp6rour.  than  th6 
£mperour  wol<)  have  fledf,  hut  he  diurst  not,  for  the  here ;  ^But  efte 
sones  he  knew  her,  and  she  brought  forthe  the  seconde  sone,  that 
also  was  like  the  £mp«rour.  IT  The  third!  tyme  he  knew  her,  and 
she  brought  forthe  a  doughtir,  that  was  like  the  modir,  the  here, 
that  sawe  the  Emperour,  and  was  wondir  sorj.  V  It  fille  on  a  day, 
that  whan  the  Bere  was  ferre  gone,  for  to  take  her  praye,  the 
Emperour  toke  his  .ij.  sones,  that  he  had  goten)  of  the  Bere,  with 
hym,  and  fledde ;  and  whan  he  was  in  fleyng,  The  lyou),  that  he 
hadde  heledl  before,  come  agayn)  hym,  and  ledde  hym  out  of  the 
forest  IT  The  Bere  come  home,  and  whan  she  found  not  the 
Emperour,  she  ranne  fast  with  her  doughtir.  and  [whan]  she  sawe 
the  lyon)  by  hym,  she  was  aferde,  and  durst  not  come  nere  hym ; 
but  toke  her  doughtir,  and  rent  her  aH  to  peces,  and  went  agayn)  to 
her  place.  IT  The  Emperour,  whan  he  was  come  out  of  the  forest  by 
the  lyon),  he  was  right  gladde ;  And  than  the  lyon)  went  from  hym. 
IT  Than  the  Emperour  went  to  his  owne  Casteli,  with  his  .\j.  sones. 
the  dukes  and  the  lordes  and  aH  other  wise  men  were  right  gladde, 
for  of  .i^.  yere  thei  had  not  sene  the  Emperour.     the  sones,  whan 

>  leaf  28,  back. 
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&  after  p&t  thei  had  ete  thei  lay  to-geder  /  And  ]>e  'Emperour  knew 
hei'  flesshly,  And  she  brought  forthe  a  sone  lyke  to  )>e  Emperour  / 
Than  the  Emperowr  wolde  haue  fled,  but  he  durst  not  for  fe  bere  / 
But  eftsones  he  knew  hex',  And  she  brought  forthe  also  ])e  second 
sone  ^t  was  lyke  to  ^e  Emperour  /  Then  in  tyme  he  knew  her  & 
she  brought  for^e  a  doughter  ])at  was  lyke  ^e  bere.  That  sawe  ]>e 
Emperour  right  wonder  sory.  It  fill'  on  a  day  ^at  whan  ])e  bere  was 
ryght  ferre  gone  for  to  take  hei*  pray,  The  Emperour  toke  his  .ij.> 
sones  \>at  he  had  gote  of  )>e  bei'  "with  hym  &  fled,  &  while  he  was  in 
fleyng*  The  lyoii  ])at  he  had  heled  by-fore  come  a-gayn  hym  &  led 
hym  out  of  ]>e  forest  /  The  Bere  come  home  &  whan  she  fond  not 
^e  Emperour  she  ran  fast  after  wM  hei'  doughter  /  And  whan  she 
saw  fe  lyo&  by  hym  she  was  a-ferd  &  durst  not  go  nere,  but  toke  her 
doughter  &  all  to-rent  hei^  &  went  a-gayn  to  her  place  /  The  Em- 
perour, whan  he  was  come  out  of  ])e  forest  by  ^e  lyofi,  he  was  right 
glad,  &  be  lyofi  went  fro  hym.  The  Emperour  went  to  his  owii 
casteH  with  his  .ij.  sones.    The  dukes  &  the  lordes  &  o^er  wyse  meA 
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thei  were  come  to  age,  were  made  knyghtes,  and  were  stronge 
werrioTUBy  and  wente  abonte  in  many  atrannge  londea,  and  goteid 
mekdi  good  by  dynte  of  awerd ;  and  aftir  in  peaae  tiiei  ended  her 
lyves.  and  bothe  thei  died  on  one  day,  and  in  one  grave  wen 
buried ;  and  on  the  stone  of  her  grare  was  this  scriptnre,  If  Hera 
lietii  .\j.  Bones  of  the  Bere,  whiche  the  Emperonr  gate  wi^  diede. 

IT  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperonr  may  be  aaid  eyeiy 
cristen)  man  that  ia  yayn),  waveryng,  and  enyng  fro  the  fidthe,  that 
playetb  with  hoimdee,  that  is,  wtt^  luatee  of  the  fleeatiy  that  in  no 
maner  renteu)  the  soole.  the  herte  rynnelft  before  suche  one,  that 
is,  the  vanyte  of  the  world,  that  man  ynwiae  'folowith  wittt  afi  his 
^ys^^  ui  80  mekeil  that  he  lyvei^  alone,  witli  out  any  rertiL 
after  this  he  gothe  alone  into  the  forest  of  this  world,  IT  whan 
Ttterly  he  patteth  aU  his  witte  and  vndirstondyng  in  it,  in  so  mekeB 
that  he  maketh  no  force  of  god,  ne  of  thyng  that  longetK  to  god. 
IT  But  the  lyoh)  haltyng  cometh  agayn)  hym.  IT  This  lyon)  is  crist, 
that  haltetfi  in  the  foote,  that  is,  in  man  that  is  his  membre^ ;  for 
he  is  hede,  and  we  are  his  membres.  man  halteifi  as  ofto  as  he 
lyreth  in  poverte,  *or  in  tribalacion.  IT  Do  thou  therfore  as  the 
Emperour'  did ;  come  down)  of  the  horse  of  pride,  and  *  the  thome  of 
poverte,  or  of  tribulacion)  do  thou  therfore  drawe  out  fro  hym,  That 
is,  yeve  hym  almesse,  and  shew  to  hym  the  way  of  helthe,  and  than 
hast  thou  drawen)  out  fe  thome  of  the  foote;  as  our  lord  seith, 
IT  That  ye  done  to  one  of  the  lest  of  myne,  ye  done  it  to  me. 
IT  Afterward  the  lyon)  fedde  the  knyght  in  the  forest.  So  crist 
forsaketh  not  a  synner,  but  that  he  f edetli  hym  witK  his  grace,  that 
he  f alle  not  into  helle ;  as  it  is  written)  in  the  psalme,  IT  I  am  witK 

>  MS.  membres.  '  leaf  29.  '  MS.  in. 

[Second  Version.     Camhr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6.] 

were  right  glad  for  .i^.  jere  thei  had  not  sene  ^  Emperotir  by-fora. 
And  )ie  Emp«rof<r  .ij.  sones  whan  ])ei  were  cofi  to  age  bei  were 
made  knyghtes  /  &  were  strong*  weiryors,  &  went  about  m  manj 
Tumes  &  gate  myche  good  by  dynt  of  sworde,  &  after  in  pees  ^ 
endyd  her  lyf"  /  &  bof e  deyde  on  o  day,  &  in  o  graue  were  buiyed, 
&  ofi  []>e]  stone  of  her  graue  was  ))is  scriptour  /  ''  hei^  lyth  ^  •\i* 
sones  of  fe  here  byryed,  vriVi  the  Emperour  getyn  wttA  drede. 
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Lym  in  tribTilacion).  Therfoi'  lie  yevetb  to  the  synner  .ij.  Sliepe,  tbat 
is,  tyme  of  penaunoe,  and  tyme^  that  is,  grace,  of  rysyng,  by  the 
i?hic&  he  may  gostly  be  snsteynecl.  %  But  often  aftir,  this  wrecchecl 
man  that  knoweth  not  the  way  out  of  the  forest^  that  is,  out  of  the 
iv^orld,  he  knowetb  not  what  deth  he  shaH  dye,  or  where,  or  how, 
but  rynneth  to  the  Bere,  that  is,  to  the  flesshly  lustes ;  with  the 
whiche  he  dothe  synne  als  ofte  as  he  assenteth  to  flesshly  lustes,  with 
the  whiche  he  dothe  synne,  that  is,  he  bathe  delite  of  the  here,  of  the 
whicbe  he  bathe  goteu)  .ij.  Sones  and  a  doughtir.  %  The  .ij.  sones 
are  concupiscence  of  lyf  and  concupiscence  of  Eyen),  that  are  likenecl 
to  a  synuer.  IT  The  doughtir,  that  was  like  to  the  Bere,  is  the 
sensualite  in  man,  that  is  alway  ledy  to  eveH;  as  is  in  Genesyes 
written),  The  wittes  of  man  are  ati:  way  prone  ^  to  eveS  at  att  tymes. 
wherfor  god  said.  It  ever  forthynketh  me,  that  I  made  man ;  I  shaH 
foT-do  hym,  that  is,  the  steryng  of  the  sensualite  are  done  away  by 
cristes  passion),  do  thou  therf ore  as  the  Emperour  dic^ ;  flee  witk 
thi  .^.  sones  to  a  discrete  confessour  j  and  yf  the  bere,  that  is,  flesshly 
Inst^  folow  the  with  the  sensualite,  drede  not,  but  have  ^  way  god 
iu  thy  eyen).  IT  Than  anon)  the  lioii),  that  is,  mst^  shaH  come  to  the 
agayn),  yf  thou  calle  hym,  IT  wherfor  he  seitll,  seketh,  and  ye  shuH 
fynde ;  knokketh,  and  it  shaH  be  openedf  to  you.  and  yf  god  be 
wit&  you,  the  bere  shidl  flee,  that  is,  temptacion) ;  and  so  shalt  thou 
come  to  the  chirche,  that  is,  flghtyng,  in  the  whiche  thou  shalt  be 
resceiyedl ;  of  the  whiche  comyng  from  synne  and  doyng  of  penaunce 
is  a  more  new  loye  in  hevene  to  aungels,  than  of  nyntye  and  uyne 
rightfuH  men  that  neden  no  penaunce.  IT  The  .^*.  sones  shaH  be  .ij. 
knyghtes,  workyng  good  werkes,  with  the  whiche  thei  shuH  do 
dyyerse  batailes  ayenst  the  dev^ ;  and  after  thei  shuH  be  buried  in 
00  tombe,  that  is,  in  perfite  charitee,  for  the  which  man  shaH  haye 
the  kyngdome  ^of  heyen).    Amen. 

'  KS.  prove. 
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[  X  Vin.  leaf  29,  back.  ] 

(how  ▲  DB\GON  WHIOH  KILLED   THB  PEOPLE  OF   A   CITT  WITH 

ITS   BREATH   WAS   DBIYEN   AWAY.) 

DArius  ieigne()  in  the  Citee  of  Borne,  a  fuH  wise  man,  that  had 
a  Citee  wele  walleJ,  in  the  whiche  was  a  belle  hanged  in  the 
myddes ;  and  as  ofte  as  he  shuld  go  to  bataile,  or  oat  of  the 
Citee,  to  take  his  pray,  the  belle  shulde  be  longen)  of  a  maiden).  Y  It 
befelle  in  shorte  tyme,  that  dragons  and  venemons  bestes  venemed 
men,  and  thus  thei  didden)  ofte ;  wherfore  the  Citee  was  nye  dis- 
troyeJ,  and  nere  hand  &li  perisshed.  IT  The  wise  men  of  the  Citee 
with  one  assent  and  counseile  went  to  the  Emperour,  and  said,  "  Sir, 
what  shall  we  do  1  behold  our  goodes  are  distroied^  in  the  Citee, 
and  brought  to  nought,  and  ye  and  we  are  in  poynt  to  be  lost^  for 
dragons  and  yenemous  bestes  distroien)  vs.  lette  ys  ordeyne  some 
good  counseile,  or  els  we  shulle  alle  perissh."  IT  The  Empdroor 
said,  ''  how  may  we  defende  vs  1 "  Than  one  of  hem  seid,  "  hereto 
my  counseile,  and  ye  shulle  not  forthynke  it.  IT  Sir,  there  is  a  lyon) 
in  your  paleys ;  sette  yp  a  crosse,  and  hange  the  lion)  ther  on ;  and 
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19. 

Darius  regned  in  Borne  a  fuH  wise  man  fat  had  a  Cite  wele 
walled  In  ^e  whiche  A  Belle  hanged  in  the  myddes  /  &  as  oft 
as  he  sholde  go  to  )>e  bataile  or  out  of  be  Cite  to  take  his  pray  /  the 
belle  sholde  be  rong*  of  a  mayde  /  It  byfeH  wttA  in  A  short  tjme 
bat  dragons  &  venem[e]s  bestes  yenemyd  mefi  Ss  fua  pel  dyed  oft, 
wherfor  the  Cite  was  nye  distroyed,  ]>at  nerehand  all  pmsshed. 
The  wise  men  of  fe  Cite  with  counceile  &  assent  went  to  the 
Emperour  &  seyde  /  *^  Sir,  what  shaH  we  do  f  Beholde  how  our 
goodes  be  distroyed  &  the  Cite  brought  to  noght^  Ss  we  Are  in 
poynt  to  be  loste  for  fe  dragofi  &  pe  venomes  wormes  /  lorde,  helpe 
vs,  or  ellys  sey  vs  some  goode  counceill,  or  eUys  we  shole  peiisshe  "  / 
The  Emperottr  seyde  /  "  how  mow  we  diffende  vs  1 "  /  Than  one  of 
hem  seyde,  "  herith  my  counceill,  &  ye  shuH  not  oxierpmk  it  /  Sir, 
^  is  A  lyofi  in  your  palys ;  ^sit  vp  a  crosse  &  hang  ^e  lyofi  /  And 

'  leaf  238. 
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whan  the  dragon)  and  the  yenemous  hestes  shidi  se  the  lyon)  on  the 
CToese^  for  fere  thei  shuH  not  nygh  ys,  ne  noye  ys."  IT  Than  seidi 
the  EmperouTy  ''this  pleaseth  me  wele."  and  so  thei  didden)  the  lyon) 
on  the  crosse ;  IT  And  whan  the  yenemous  bestes  sawe  the  lyon)  on 
the  crosse,  thei  come  no  more  to  the  Citee^  hut  flecl  for  fere. 

IT  Beclaraoio.  Frendes,  this  Emp^ronr  is  the  Fadir  of  heyen). 
the  Citee  wele  wallec)  is  the  soule,  sette  aboate  with  yertues,  whan 
god  fonrmed  it  to  his  liknesse.  IT  The  helle  is  a  dene  conscience, 
that  ledith  a  man  whan  he  shaH  go  to  hataile  agayn)  the  deyeH,  and 
armetll  hym  with  good  werkes.  bat  this  belle  shaH  no  man  Bynge 
bat  a  maiden),  that  is,  reson),  that  steretA  to  ali  rightwisenesse. 
IT  The  dragon),  that  flew  with  the  fire,  is  the  yoluptuous  flessh,  that 
beretb  the  fire  of  glotonye  and  lechery,  that  brent  Adam  oure  first 
fadir,  whan  he  ete  of  the  apple  that  was  forebode,  the  yenemous 
bestes,  that  yenyme  ali  folke,  are  fendes,^  that  for  the  more  parte 
distroien)  di  man  kynde.  IT  That  sawe  the  wise  men,  that  is,  the 
prophetes  and  patriarkes  sorowed,  and  cried  to  god  for  help. 
IT  Therfore  it  was  counseiled,  that  the  lyon),  that  is,  crist,  shuld  be 
put  on  the  crosse ;  as  it  was  prophecied,  It  is  spedf uH  that  one  dye 
for  the  peple,  that  alle  ^the  folke  perish  not.  if  Thei  toke  crist, 
the  lyon),  and  put  hym  on)  the  crosse;  wherfore  the  yenemous 
bestes,  that  are  fendes,  that  dreden)  to  come  to  cristen)  folke,  fleen). 
and  80,  by  the  help  of  god,  cristen)  folke  shuH  eyer  be  in  eyer  lastyng 

blisae  w»t^  out  ende. 

^  MS.  frandes.  '  leaf  30. 
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whan  ^  dragon  &  the  yenomes  bestes  shuH  se  ]ye  lyofi  on  ^e  crosse, 
for  fere  fei  shuH  not  noye  ys."  Than  seyde  fe  Empcrour,  "fis 
plesyth  me  weU,"  &  so  thei  did  pe  lyofl  on  the  crosse  /  And  whan 
))e  yenomes  bestes  saw  )^  lyofi  on  ^  crosse  thei  come  no  more  to  pe 
Cite,  but  fled  for  fere. 
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[  XIX.  ] 

(how   ▲  NIOHTINQALB  DELIYERED   A  UALEFAGfTOB   FROM   PRISON.) 

MEnelaus  reigned  in  ^he  Citee  of  Eome,  that  was  right  merci- 
fufi ;  theifore  he  made  a  kiw,  that  yf  a  xnyadoer  were  take, 
and  put  into  prison),  yf  he  myght  ascapey  and  flee  to  the 
paleysy  he  shulcl  have  refute,  with  out  any  contradiccion).  IT  It  fille, 
that  there  was  a  man-sleer  taken),  and  put  into  prison),  and  put  to 
his  diete ;  wherf ore  he  sorowed  gretly,  that  he  was  put  fro  mannes 
sight,  and  fro  the  light  of  the  sonne,  save  a  liteH  wyndowe,  hy  the 
whiche  [the  light  shone  in ;  by  the  whiche]  light  he  toke  his  mete 
^and  his  drynke  of  the  kepers  euery  day,  and  ete  at  a  certayn)  houre. 
IT  And  whan  the  keper  of  the  prison)  was  gone  away,  a  Nightyngale 
was  wonte  to  come  in  atte  wyndow,  and  synge  wondir  swetly;  of 
the  whiche  songe  the  knyght  was  gretly  oomfortecl.  and  after  the 
songe,  the  bridi  fleigh  into  the  knyghtes  skirte,  and  the  knyght  ereiy 
day  fedde  the  bridde  wit&  a  porcion)  of  his  mete.  IT  After  this  it 
felle  ypon  a  day,  that  the  knyght  was  wondir  hevy,  and  said  to  the 
bridde  sittyng  in  his  skirte  thise  wordes,  IT  "  0  !  good  bridde,  what 
shalt  thou  yeve  me,  that  have  so  many  ^a  day  I-f edde  the  9  biyng 
me  into  memorie,  for  thou  art  goddes  creature,  and  I  also."    IT  whan 

[Second  Vernon.     Cambr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6,  leaf  226,  hack.'\ 

9. 

Menelaus  regned  in  Home  \ai  was  right  mcrcyfuH ;  ferfor  he 
made  a  la  we  \ai  if  a  miller  were  take  and  put  in  prison  if  he 
myght  scape  &  fle  to  the  palays,  he  shold  haue  refute  irith  out  eny 
^contradiction  /  It  fill  ])at  ^er  was  A  man-sleer  take  &  put  in  piyson 
&  put  to  his  diete  /  wherfor  he  sorowed  gretely  fat  he  was  put  out 
of  mannes  sight  /  &  pnued  fro  the  lyght  of  the  sonne  /  saue  a  lytyft 
wyndowe,  by  J)e  whych  the  lyght  shone  in  /  By  the  wliiche  lyght  he 
toke  his  mete  &  ete  /  The  keper  of  the  prysofl  eucry  day  brought 
hym  his  mete  at  a  certeyfl  oure  /  And  whan  the  keper  of  J)e  prysofl 
was  gone-a-way  A  nyghtyngale  wab  wont  to  come  in  at  the  wyndowe 
&  syng*  wonder  swetely,  of  ))e  which  song  the  knyght  was  gretely 
<^mfortyd  /  And  after  the  song*  be  byrd  flye  in  to  ^  knyghtes 
skyrte ;  &  j)e  knyght  euery  day  fed  f e  byrd  wit^  a  porcion  of  his 
mete.  After  this  It  fyH  on  a  day  fat  f e  knyght  was  wondyr  heuj 
&  seyde  to  the  byrde  syttyng*  in  his  skyrte  fes  wordes,  "  0  good 
byrd,  what  shalt  fou  gefe  me  fat  so  many  dayes  haue  fed  )^^ 
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the  biidde  had  herd  this,  he  flew  forthe.  and  the  thircl  day  he 
come  ayene,  and  brought  in  his  monthe  a  precious  stone,  and  lette  it 
falle  into  the  knyghtes  skirte,  and  flew  forthe.  The  knyght^  whan 
he  sawe  the  stone,  he  had  grete  meryaila  IT  After  it  happed  to  falle 
on  his  feters,  and  anon)  eXt  the  Iren),  that  he  was  bound  in,  was 
broken)  therwith.  ^  The  knyght,  whan  he  saw  this,  he  was  right 
glad,  and  aiose,  and  touched  the  dore  witH  the  stone,  the  whiche 
^opened ;  and  anon)  he  went  out,  and  lanne  to  the  paleys.  IT  The 
laylef  *sawe  this,  and  whan  he  p^rseiyed  it,  he  blew  iij.  blastes 
w»t^  an  home,  and  brought  aH  out  of  the  Citee,  and  said,  ''  se  the 
theef^ !  folow  ye  hym !  **  and  afi  thei  folowed,  but  the  keper  ranne 
before.  T  The  knyght  sawe  that,  and  shotte  to  hym  with  an  aiowe, 
and  slough  hym ;  and  so  the  knyght  ranne  to  the  paleys,  and  there 
he  found  refute,  aftir  the  lawe. 

^Dedaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperoux^  is  the  Fadir  of  hereh), 
that  ordeyned  this  lawe,  that  who  so  is  a  man-sleer,  that  is,  a  synner, 
that  by  contricion)  and  confession)  may  ascape  to  the  paleys  of  holy 
chiiche,  [he]  shati:  have  perpetuefi  refresshyng.  IT  This  knyght  is  a 
synner  in  dedely  [synne]  bounden),  and  therfore  by  goddes  law  he 
shuld  be  domed  to  the  prison)  of  helle,  yf  he  passe  so  out  of  this 
world,  and  bound  with  dyyerse  cheynes,  that  is,  with  many  synnes. 

*  leaf  30,  back. 
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Bryng*  in  to  memory  for  bou  art  goddys  creature  &  I  also  "  /  Whan 
the  bryd  had  herd  pvi  he  fly  forthe  /  And  the  .iij.  day  he  come 
a-gayne  /  ^&  brought  in  his  mowthe  a  stone  &  lete  it  faH  in  the 
knyghtes  lappe  Ss  fly  forth.  The  knyght  whan  he  sawe  the  stone  he 
had  giete  meruayle  /  After  it  happed  to  fedle  on  his  feters,  And 
a-nofi  aH  the  Eron  fat  he  was  bound  wit^  was  broke  /  The  knyght 
whan  he  sawe  f  is  he  was  ryght  glad,  &  rose  &  touched  the  dores 
wit^  the  stone,  be  whyche  were  openyd  A-none :  he  went  out  &  ran 
to  fe  paleys.  The  layler,  whan  he  p«rceyuyd  this,  he  blewe  .iij. 
with  an  home  &  brought  att  out  of  the  Cite  /  And  seyde,  "  Se  f  e 
J>efe,  Folow  ye  hym ! "  And  all  folowed  hym,  but  fe  kep«r  ran  by- 
fore  /  the  knyght  sawe  that  &  shot  at  hym  An  Arowe  &  slowe  hym, 
&  so  the  knyght  ran  to  )e  [paleys],  &  liier  he  fonde  refute  After  ])e 

lawe.   . 

*  leaf  227. 
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wherfoie  suche  one  owetli  mekel):  to  sorow,  and  alway  wepe.  Y  The 
keper  of  the  prison)  is  the  devette,  that  suche  one  hathe  sette  &ste 
boonde  in  synne,  and  mynystretH  to  hym  of  delites  and  vicea,  that 
he  go  not  fro  hym.  %  The  bridde,  that  songe  so  swetely,  is  the 
voice  of  gocly  that  seitB.  to  a  synner.  Tome  agayn),  tome  agayn),  thou 
wiecche,  that  is,  a  synfott  soale,  and  I  shaii  take  the.  whan  all 
man-kynde  went  to  helle  befoie  the  comyng  of  cnst^  IT  These  come  a 
bridde,  that  was  the  godhede,  and  brought  wit&  hym  a  stone,  that 
was  crist ;  as  he  said  hym  self,  I  am  a  stone,  the  soole  of  cnst  witli 
the  godhede  discended  to  helle,  and  brought  wit&  hym  mankynd. 
iheifore  yf  any  of  you  be  in  dedely  synne,  lette  hym  tonche  his 
synne  witb  ^e  stone,  that  is,  wit&  the  yertu  of  crist,  in  oontiicioii) 
and  confession),  and  witb  oute  doute  the  chaynes  of  synne  shafi  he 
broken),  and  the  dore  of  the  grace  of  god  be  opened ;  and  so  shtdS  he 
have  fteyng  to  the  paleys  of  holy  chiiche..  IT  And  yf  the  keper  of 
the  prison),  that  is,  the  fende,  blowe  wit&  his  home  of  pride, 
Covetise,  and  lechery,  and  stere  ali  vices  agayn)  the,  thou  sbalfe 
smyte  hym  with  the  arowe  of  penaunce ;  and  with  out  doute  he 
shidi  flee  fix)  the,  and  so  thou  shalt  have  the  paleys  of  the  kyngdome 
of  heven),  by  this  blissed  stone.  lera  crist  brynge  vs  to  the  hlisea 
of  heven)  1 

[  XXI.    Add.  MS.  9066,  leaf  34.  ] 

Calepoudinus  in  Borne  reigned,  that  toke  a  maiden)  to  wyf,  that 
conseived,  and  brought  forth  a  faire  childe.  The  child  wexed, 
and  was  put  to  scole.  IT  Whan  he  was  xx.  wynter  of  age,  he  de- 
sired 'the  heritage  of  his  Fadir,  and  seid  to  his  Fadir,  H  "  Sir,  ye  are 
olde,  and  mow  not  rewle  the  Empire ;  yf  ye  gaf  me  the  Empire,  it 
shuld  be  youre  profite."    IF  The  Emperour  seid,  "  sone,  there  ia  now 


[Second  Version.     Cambr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6,  leqf  227.] 

10. 

Calepodius  in  Home  regned  ^at  toke  A  mayde  to  wyfe  ^  con- 
ceyuyd  &  brought  forthe  A  fayre  chylde.  The  Childe  wax  & 
was  put  to  scole  /  Whan  he  was  of  xx  wyntyi'  age  he  desyiyd  his 
faders  herytage  &  seyde  to  his  fader,  "  Sjrr,  ye  are  old  Ss  ye  con  not 
rule  the  Empyre,  yf  ye  yafe  to  me  the  Empyre  /  It  sholde  be  your 
profyt "  /  The  Eraperowr  seyde,  "  Sone,  \>er  is  now  grete  huiigre  in 
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giete  buDgir  in  the  Empire,  and  I  drede,  yf  I  yeve  the  the  Empire  and 
the  power,  yf  I  had  nede,  haply  thou  shuldest  denye  me  my  wille.*' 
IT  The  Empresse,  that  loved  more  her  sone  than  her  husbond  said^ 
"  air  that  may  not  be,  for  ye  have  but  oo  sone,  and  therf ore  I  troir 
alway  that  he  wille  fulfille  your  wille ;  wherfore  it  is  good  to  you 
to  graunte  hym  the  Empire."  IF  The  Emp^our  said,  '*  I  wille  have 
of  hym  an  obligacion),  that  what  houre  he  riseth  hym  self*  ayenst 
me,  and  fulfille  not  my  wille,  whan  reason)  is,  I  shaH  depreve  hym 
of  the  Empire."  the  sone  graunted,  and  made  an  obligacion),  and 
sealed  it  IF  Whan  this  was  done,  the  Emperour  was  put  from  his 
dignyte,  and  his  sone  was  crowned.  %  whan  he  was  made  Emperour^ 
be  was  reised  in  to  pride,  in  so  mekeH  that  he  neither  dred  god  ne 
man,  and  di<J  many  wionges ;  and  the  fedir  suflfre*  hym  paciently. 
IT  It  happed  aflirward,  that  there  was  a  grete  hungir  in  the  land, 
and  the  olde  Emperour  began  to  nede ;  and  wente  to  his  sone,  and 
asked  his  sustenaunce  of  hym,  and  for  a  tyme  he  sent  hym.  but  in 
a  sbort  tyme  af tir,  the  fadir  was  greuously  sike,  and  called  to  hym 
his  sone,  and  said,  IF  My  sone,  I  have  grete  thirst;  yeve  me  a 
draught  of  thi  musf  the  sone  aunswered,  '^  I  shaH  not,  for  must 
is  not  good  for  thi  complexion).''    IF  The  fadir  said,  "  yeve  me  of 

[SecoTid  Version.     Cambr,  MS.  Kh.  1.  6.] 

the  Empyre,  And  I  drede  if  I  gafe  to  f  e  the  Empyre  &  f  e  power  / 
If  I  had  nede  happy ly  f  ou  sholdyst  denye  me  of  my  wyUe  '*  The 
Emperice,  )>at  louyd  her  son  more  than  her  husband,  seyde,  '^  syr, 
yaX  may  not  be,  for  ye  haue  but  o  sone,  And  ^eriot  I  trow  ^ai  he 
wole  Alway  folow  yoMr  wyti  /  Wherfor  It  is  good  to  you  to  graunt 
hym  f e  Empyre."  The  Emperour  seyde,  "  I  wole  haue  of  hym  an 
obligaciofi,  ^at  what  oure  he  reysyth  hym-selfe  a-gayne  me  &  fulfytt 
not  my  wytt  whan  reson  is,  I  shall  pn'ue  hym  of  the  Empyre "  / 
The  sone  grauntyd  &  made  an  obligacion  &  selyd  it  /  Whan  this 
was  done  /  The  Empcrowr  was  put  fro  his  dignyte  /  And  his  sone 
was  crowned,  whan  he  was  made  Emperowr  he  was  reysyd  in-to 
pryde.  In  so  mych  he  dred  God  ne  man,  And  dyd  many  wronges. 
And  f e  fader  suffred  hym  pacyently  /  It  happed  after  J>at  f cr  was  a 
gr^  bungre  in  the  lond  /  And  the  olde  Ihnperot/r  bygan  to  haue 
nede  /  &  want  to  his  sone  &  asked  of  hym  his  sustenaunce  /  &  for  a 
tyme  he  sent  hym.  But  in  A  shorte  tyme  after  the  fader  was 
greuously  syke  /  &  called  his  sone  &  seyde  /  "  A,  my  sone,  I  haue 
grete  J)ryst  /  Gyf  me  A  draught  of  thi  wyne  moste"  /  the  sone 

OESTA.  22 
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ano^er  tonne  of  wyne."  than  the  aone  seid,  "nay,  for  it  is  not 
clere  I-nough ;  and  yf  it  shulcl  now  be  touchec),  the  wyne  myght  be 
troubled ;  and  therfore  £  wille  not  touche  it,  tille  I  se  it  clere  I-now." 
IT  The  Fadir  seid,  "  yeve  me  of  the  third  tonne."  he  said,  "  naye, 
for  the  wyne  is  stronge  and  myghty,  and  therfore  it  is  not  worthe  for 
the  sike."  IF  "  yeve  me  than,"  he  said,  "  of  the  fourthe  tonne."  the 
Sonne  seid,  "  nay,  for  it  is  to  feble,  and  with  out  sustentacion)  or 
comforte.  It  must  be  wyne  confortatifi  that  shuld  be  yeven  to  the 
sike."  IT  The  fadir  seid,  ''  yeve  me  therfore  of  the  fifte  tonne."  he 
aunswered,  "  nay,  for  drastes  that  are  in  the  tonne ;  and  suche  is 
not  worthe  to  a  sike  man,  scarsely  for  hogg^^"  ^V  Wban  the  Fadir 
sawe  he  myght  not  have,  he  suffred  pacieutly  tille  he  were  hole; 
and  than  the  Fadir  went  to  the  kyng*  of  Jerusalem,  and  playned  to 
hym  of  his  sone,  and  shewed  to  hym  an  obligacion),  that  he  myght 
put  out  his  sone,  with  out  any  contradiccion).  ^  The  kyng  herd 
this,  and  called  his  sone,  to  aunswere  to  the  Fadir.  IT  whan  the  sone 
might  not  resonably  aimswere,  the  kyng  depreved  hym  of  the 
Empire,  and  restored  agayii)  the  Fadir.  and  than  aXt  praised  the 
kyng,  for  he  had  so  rightfully  yoven)  the  dome.         »  leaf  84,  back. 

[Second  Version.     Cairibr,  MS.  Kk.  1.  6.] 

Answerd  /  "  I  shall  not,  for  muste  is  not  good  for  thi  complexion  "  / 
The  fader  sayde,  "  fan  gyf  me  of  A-nober  ton  of  wyne  "  /  The  sone 
seyde  /  "  Nay  /  It  is  not  clere  y-noghe  /  &  if  it  sholde  now  be 
touched  the  wyne  myght  be  troubled.  And  therfor  I  wol  not  touche 
it  /  TyH  I  se  it  clere  I-nogh  "  /  The  fader  sayde  /  "  Gyf  me  of  the 
.iij.  tonne"  /  he  seyde,  "Nay,  for  the  wyne  is  strong*  &  mighty, 
And  therfor  It  is  not  worthe  for  fe  syke "  /  "  Gyf  me,  |»n "  /  he 
seyde,  "  the  .iiij.  tonne  "  /  The  Sone  seyde,  "  Nay,  for  it  is  feble  & 
wit^  out  susten^awnce  or  comfort  /  It  most  be  wyne  comfortable  ^at 
shold  be  yeue  to  the  syke  "  /  Therfor  the  fader  seyde,  "  Gyf  me  of 
.V.  tonne."  he  answerde,  "Nay,  for  drastes  are  in  the  tonne,  &  such 
is  not  worthe  for  A  mafi,  scarsely  for  hogges  "  /  Whan  the  fader  sawe 
he  myght  not  haue  /  he  suffred  pacyently  tyH  he  waxe  hole,  And 
than  he  want  to  the  Kyiig«  of  Icrht/^alem,  &  playned  to  hym  of  his 
sone  &  shewed  hym  an  obligacion  \ai  he  myght  put  out  his  sone 
wt't/i  out  contradiction  /  The  kyng*  herde  \^b  &  called  to  hym  the 
sone  to  answere  the  fader  /  Whan  J)e  sone  myght  not  resonably 
Answere  /  The  kyng*  pryued  hym  of  the  Empyre,  And  restoryd  A- 
gayne  the  fader,  And  than  ati  preysyd  the  kyng*  for  he  had  so 
wysely  geuen  the  dome.  '  leaf  227,  back. 
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%  Deelaracio.  Frendes,  this  £mp<;rottr  is  criat,  the  sone  of  man, 
to  whom  is  yoves)  the  Empire  of  aH  this  worl() ;  But  in  the  gifte  he 
toke  of  hym  an  obligacion),  his  Baptyme,  that  he  shuld  forsake  the 
pompe  and  aS  the  pride  of  it.  ^  The  olde  Emperonr,  that  is,  crist, 
is  sike,  as  ofte  as  cristen)  man  or  woman  falletii  in  dedely  synne,  and 
hreketfi  his  comaandementis ;  wherfore  gretly  he  thrustet^  the  helthe 
of  ooie  aooles,  and  asket^  of  vs  our  yonge  age.  IT  But  froward  man 
annsweretb,  I  may  not  yeve  to  god  my  yonge  soukyng  age,  for  it  is 
must,  that  is,  over  sone  to  assay  the  way  of  god ;  and  that  is  not 
trew,  for  a  childe  of  oo  daies  age  is  not  with  out  synne.  IF  Wher- 
fore Seint  Gregory  t^llet^  that  a  childe  of  v.  yere  of  age  the  fendes^ 
token  out  of  his  Fadirs  lappe.  yf  god  may  not  have  of  the  must 
of  so  yonge  age,  he  asket&  the  age  of  eldre  childhode,  that  is,  of  x. 
or  xiL  yere.  IT  But  fioward  man  aunswereth,  and  seitfi,  the  wyne 
is  not  dere  I-now,  that  is,  the  child  is  not  apte  to  serve  god,  in  that 
he  is  inparfite' ;  IT  For  yf  he  be  stered  to  god,  he  must  be  troubled 
in  his  body,  that  ib  agayn)  the  doctryne  of  the  wise  man,  that  seith, 
he  that  loveth  his  sone,  chastiseth  hym,  and  delyu^retll  his  soule  fro 
helle.  %  Also  he  asketh  wyne  of  the  third  tonne,  that  is,  of  the 
tonne  of  yonge  mannes  age.  but  man  contrarious  aunswereth,  the 
wyne  is  over  myghty,  it  is  not  good ;  for  a  felle  man,  that  is,  yonge 
man,  is  strongs  and  myghty,  therfore  he  owet£  to  spende  it  aboute 
worldly  thynges,  and  not  in  penaunce,  for  he  myght  be  made  feble. 
IT  Also  he  asket&  wyne  of  the  fourthe  tonne,  that  is,  of  age,  that  is, 
that  thou  yevest  hym  service  in  the  service  of  god.  but  froward 
man  aunswereth,  and  seith,  man  in  his  olde  age  is  feble,  and  may 
not  fast^  Ke  do  penaunce,  for  suche  shuld  be  cause  of  his  dethe. 
IT  Also  he  asketh  of  the  fifte  tonne,  that  i3,  of  the  old  man,  that  may 
not  goo  'with  oute  a  sta£fe,  yit  he  asketh  of  man  that  state,  that  he 
tume  to  hym.  %  Froward  man  aunswereth,  and  seith,  this  wyne  is 
over  feble,  for  yf  he  fasted  oo  day,  it  behoved  hym  to  make  his 
grave  ^ ;  And  lawe  wille  not  that  an  vnmyghty  man  shuld  slee  hym 
selfi.  %  Also  he  asked  of  the  vj.  tonne,  whan  man  for  eld^  or 
blyndnesse  may  no  further  walke  to  synne,  and  myght  faileth  hym 

'  MS.  Frendes.  '  MS.  not  inparfite.  '  leaf  35. 

*  MS.  grace.  *  MS.  old<?. 
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for  to  do  eyeL  IT  God  asketK  drynke  of  suche  one,  that  is,  the 
helthe  of  his  soule;  But  wrecchecl  man,  that  is  put  in  dispaiie, 
seith,  Alias !  aUas  I  while  I  mjght  serve  god  I  wold  not,  and  now 
dwellen)  in  me  the  drestes  of  sXt  goodnesse.  wherto  shold  I  now  he 
tumec)  to  my  go()  ?  IT  But  alias !  many  ther  ben),  that  wille  yeve 
hym  no  wyne.  wherfore  crist  playned  to  the  kyng  of  Jerusalem ; 
and  therfore  shul<l  suche  gone  into  eyerlastyng  turment,  and  right- 
wise  men  in  to  eyerlastyng  blisse. 

[  XXII.  ] 
(how  aristotlb  saved  alezandbr's  life.) 

Alexander  the  Emperour  was  so  stronge  and  myghty,  that  none 
in  his  tyme  myght  overcome  hym ;  and  this  Emperour  luui 
Aristotil  to  his  maister^  that  taught  hym  in  all  wysedom)  and 
konnyng.  IT  That  saw  the  queue  of  the  Korthe,  and  norisshecl  her 
doughtir  with  venyme,  fro  the  tyme  of  her  birthe,  that  whan  she 
come  to  lawful)  age,  she  was  so  faire,  that  she  was  lovesome  to  aH. 
IT  After,  she  sent  her  to  Alexandre,  that  she  myght  be  his  concubyne ; 
and  whan  he  saw  her,  anon)  he  was  take  in  her  love,  and  woldl  have 
synned  witK  her.  IT  That  perscived  Aristotili,  and  sai()  to  hym, 
**  Touche  her  not,  for  yf  ye  do,  ye  shaft  be  dede  anon) ;  For  att  her 
lyf-tyme  she  hath  ben  norisshed  wil£  venyme,  and  that  I  shafi 
prove  anon),  here  is  one  that  shall  be  dede  by  the  lawe ;  lette 
hym  slepe  with  her,  and  than  shulle  ye  se  whether  I  sey  sothe." 

[Second  Vertdon.     Carnbr,  MS,  Kk,  1.  6,  leaf  233.] 

20. 

Alexandre  the  Emperour  was  so  myghty  ])at  no  man  in  his  tyme 
myght  ouercome  hym,  Ss  had  Ajristotitt  to  his  mayster,  that 
taught  hym  aH  wisdom  &  konyng*.  that  sawe  )>e  quene  of  the 
northe  &  norisshed  her  doughtir  wtt^  venom  fro  ])e  tyme  of  her 
yong*  age  ^at  whan  she  come  to  lawfuH  age  she  was  so  fayre  a 
creature  &  louesom)  to  aH :  After  she  sent  her'  to  Al3r8andi'  that  she 
myght  be  his  /  &  [he]  wolde  haue  synned  wtt/i  her* :  J>at  perceyued 
AxistotiH  &  seyde  to  hym,  "  touche  hex*  not,  for  if  ye  do  ye  shuH  be 
dede  Anone  /  for  all  her  lyf  tyme  she  hathe  be  norisshed  witA 
venom  /  &  )>crt  shall  I  preve  Anone  /  here  is  one  ])at  sh^  be  dede 
by  ])e  lawe  /  let  hym  slepe  wit^  her,  &  ])an  sbuU  ye  see  whei'  I  sey 
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and  80  it  was  done,  anon)  as  be  kissed  her',  he  fille  downe  dede. 
IT  Alexandre  praised  his  maister,  for  he  delyvered  hym  fro  the 
dethe. 

if  Declarado.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  may  be  said  every  man 
that  is  stronge  and  myghty,  by  the  yerta  of  the  baptyme.  The 
quene  is  habundaonce  of  tho  thynges  that  seketll  man  to  slee. 
IT  The  maide,  that  was  yenymed,  is  glotonye  and  lechery,  by  the 
whiche  many  lyre  slayn).  IF  Aristotitt  is  reason),  that  seith  all  way 
ayenst  synne.  The  man,  that  ia  dampned  by  the  lawe,  ia  froward 
man,  that  a&  way  synneth  witH  glotonye  and  lechery,  therfore  it 
is  to  flee,  that  we  be  sobre  in  mete  and  ^drynk*,  that  we  mowe  come 
to  eyerlastyng  mede,  the  whiche  is  etemaH.    Amen. 

[  xxni.  ] 

(how  a  father  rilled    his    BON   RATHER  THAN   SEE  HIM   IN    PAIN.) 

Floscolus  reigned  in  Rome,  that  had  a  sone  that  was  wode, 
that  dyyerse  daies  rent  his  membres.  the  Fadir  sawe  that, 
and  yaf  hym  yenyme,  and  had  lever  slee  him  softly  than  he 
shuld  so  rente  hym  self  dyyerse  daies.  The  modir  sawe  that,  and 
was  right  sory ;  She  wente  to  the  domesman,  and  playned  on  her 
hnsbond,  that  he  had  slayn)  his  sone.  IF  The  fadir  before  the  domes- 
man  aunswered,  and  said,  ''  it  was  a  werke  of  charitee,  and  that  for 

'  leaf  35,  back. 

[Second  Version.     Canibr,  MS,  Kk.  1.  6.] 

sothe  **  /  &  so  it  was  dofi.  Anone  as  he  kyssed  her  he  AH  dowfi 
dede  /  Alisaundre  praysyd  his  mayster  for  [he]  delyuerd  hym  so  fro 
that  de])e. 

[Second  Version.     Cambr.  MS,  Kk.  1.  6,  leaf  233.] 

21. 

Plosculns  regned  in  Bome  that  had  a  sone  fat  was  wode,  ^at 
dyuers  dayes  rent  his  membres  /  The  fad^r  saw  that  &  gaf  hjm 
yenym  &  had  leuyr  sle  hym  fan  he  sholde  rend  hym-self  so  dyuers 
dayes  /  The  modei*  saw  pat  &  was  right  sory;  she  went  to  the 
domesman  &  pleynyd  of  her  husbande  ^t  he  had  slayne  his  sone  / 
The  fader  by-fore  fe  domesman  Answeme  &  seide,  ^'  It  was  a  werk 
of  charite  &  ferlox  this  skyH  /  My  sone  all-to-rent  hym  self*,  &  so 
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this  skille.  IT  My  sone  att  to-fente  hym  selfi,  and  so  of  longe  tyme 
he  sufifrecl  many  wiecchednesse.  IT  I,  that  was  his  Fadir,  aeyng 
that^  I  chase  rather  to  slee  hym,  than  longe  tyme  to  se  hym  in 
sorow." 

Beolaraoio.  Frondes,  this  Emperour  is  the  worlJ.  The  sone, 
that  rent  hym  self*,  is  a  doer  of  penaonee,  the  whiche  tamet^  his 
flessli.  IT  But  oure  Fadir,  the  whiche  is  the  worlJ,  by  the  whiche 
we  are  susteyned  bodely,  yeyetll  ys  venymes  of*  the  erthe  of  our 
birthe,  by  the  whiche  ofte  sithes  we  are  dede.  IF  But  oure  modir, 
that  is  holy  chirche,  accuseth  the  workl  to  god.  therfore  flee  we 
the  world,  that  oure  modir,  holy  chirche^  may  have  of  vs  solace, 
grete  ioye,  and  gladnesse. 

[  XXIV.  ] 
(how  an  unfaithful  wife  was  cured  of  her  passion.) 

PRomius  reigned  in  Borne,  that  had  a  faire  wyf ;  the  whiche, 
whan  she  stode  ones  in  a  wyndowe  of  the  CasteH,  she  saw  ij. 
knyghtes  in  a  medow  yndir  the  CasteH  [fightynge]  to-gedre ; 
the  one  knyght  was  right  faire,  in  so  mekeH  that  the  lady  was  taken) 
in  his^  love.  IF  Whan  the  bataile  was  done,  the  knyght  that  the  lady 
loved  so  wele,  had  the  victorie ;  the  lady  for  love  be-gan  to  langoor. 
If  The  Emperour  was  right  hevy,  and  sent  anon)  for  leches,  forto  see 
the  state  of  the  lady ;  and  thei  seiden),  "  there  is  none  other  sike- 
nesse  in  her,  but  that  she  lovetK  some  man  over  mekeH."  Y  The 
£mpe7*our  said  to  his  wyf,  **  I  pray  the,  name  hym  that  thou  loyest 
more  than  me."  ^  She  said,  "  that  faire  knyght  I  love  so  mekeH, 
that  but  I  have  his  love,  I  shidi  be  dede."  IT  Than  the  Emperonr 
said  to  the  leches,  **  I  pray  you,  that  ye  save  her  lyf«."  Thei  seid, 
"  there  is  no  way,  but  one  slee  that  knyght  that  had  the  victorye, 
and  anoynte  her  with  his  blood."  If  Thei  slowe  the  knyght,  and 
anoynted  her ;  and  anon)  the  temptacion)  seased,  and  she  was  hole 
of  her  sikenesse.  *  her,  M8. 

[Second  Vernon.     Cambr.  MS.  Kk  1.  6.] 

long*  tym  he  suffred  many  wikydnesses  /  I,  ^at  was  his  fader,  seeing 
\at  1 1  chase  ra^er  for  to  sle  hym  )>an  long*  tyme  for  to  see  hym  in 
Borow. 
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Deolaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emp^rour  is  Adam,  the  first  ^Fadir. 
T  The  wyfy  that  was  so  faire,  it  is  his  soule.  the  ij.  knyghtes  that 
foughteii)^  was  god  and  the  aimgett.  The  fightyng  was,  whan  the 
aung^  wold  be  like  goci,  and  aboue  god ;  but  god  had  the  victorie. 
%  This  sawe  the  quene,  that  is,  the  soule,  and  anon)  she  biente  in 
the  lore  of  god;  wheifoie  she  was  sike,  *in  so  mek^  that  she  shuld 
dye.  Bat  the  myghty  knyght,  that  is,  crist,  is  slayn),  and  witii  his 
blood  we  are  an-oynted,  and  are  made  hole. 

[  XXV.  ] 

(how  an  ungrateful  man  rebelled  against  the  emperor, 

his  benefactor.) 

LEnyncius  reigned  in  Borne,  the  which  as  he  lode  by  a  forest, 
mette  with  a  poore  man,  and  seid  to  hym,  ''fro  whens 
comest  thou,  and  what  art  thout"  he  said,  ''I  come  fro 
the  next  Gitee,  and  am  your  man."  IT  The  Emperour  said,  "yf 
thou  wilte  be  a  good  man,  and  a  trew,  I  shaH  promote  the  to  grete 
nchesse."  he  said,  "ye,  lord."  Anoii)  the  Empf?rour  made  hym  a 
knyght,  and  sone  he  rode  into  pride ;  wherfore  he  gadred  to  hym 
many  of  the  grete  men  of  the  empire,  and  conspired  with  hem^  that 
be  wold  Tsurpe  the  Empire,  whan  the  Emperour  wist  that,  anoii) 
he  put  hym  out,  and  alle  that  held  with  hym ;  and  wold  no  lenger 
lette  hym  dwelle  in  his  Empire,  but  ordeyned  other  in  her  stede, 

*  leaf  36.  *  like,  MS. 
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22. 

Lemicius  regned  in  the  Cite  of  Bome  /  the  which,  as  he  rode  by 
a  foreste,  mete  wtt^  a  pore  man  &  seyde  to  hym,  ''  fro  whens 
comyst  ^ou  &  what  art  ))ou  1 "  he  seyde,  "  I  come  fro  ^e  nexte  Cite  / 
&  I  am  your  man  "  /  The  Emp^rour  sayde,  "  if  ))ou  wilt  be  A  good 
man  &  trew,  I  shaH  promote  the  to  richesse"  /  he  seyde,  "ye, 
lorde "  /  A-none  pe  Emp^roi^r  made  hym  knyght,  &  sone  he  rose 
in-to  pnde  /  Wherfor  he  gadred  to  hym  many  of  })e  grete  mefi  of  the 
Empire  &  conspirid  ^i\h  hem  )>at  he  wolde  vsurpe  the  Empire  / 
Whan  f  e  Emperowr  wist  of  pat  /  Anone  he  put  hym  out  &  a&  pat 
helde  wit^  hym  /  &  wolde  no  lenger  let  hy7?i  dwelle  in  his  Empire, 
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and  yaf  hem  att  her  landes,  and  bA  her  mevahle  goodes.    %  Wliaii 

they  hei^  that  fitiaangers  had  her  goodes,  thei  conspiredl  ayenat 

hem,  and  praiec)  hem  to  the  lest,  and  sette  before  hem  v.  messe; 

and  every  messe  was  envenymed,  and  di  that  ete  of  the  messes  were 

dede.     IF  The  Emparour  caUed  his  sonnes,  and  asked,  what  were  to 

do  of  the  dede  f    his  Eldest  sone  said,  ''  ye  are  my  Fadir,  and  gretly 

I  am  greyed  for  your  hevynesse.     I  yere  yon  this  counseile.    %  A 

liteH  kyngdom)  is  here  not  f erre  fro  yon,  in  the  whiche  is  a  f uH  faiie 

maiden),  the  which  hatb  a  noble  gardyn) ;  In  the  which  gardeyii)  is 

a  welle  of  watir  of  suche  yertu,  that  yf  it  be  sprynged  on  the  dede 

body,  it  shaH  lyve  agayn).     ^  Therfore  I  shall  go  to  this  kyngdome, 

and  shall  gete  the  watir  of  this  welle,  by  the  whiche  the  dede  mow 

arise  to  lyf."     IF  And  anon)  he  went  to  the  kyngdom),  and  gate  the 

wille  of  the  maiden);   and  went  into  the  gardyn),  and  found  the 

welle.     wherfore  he  did  make  y.  pittes  right  depe,  by  the  whiche 

the  watir  of  the  welle  ranne  to  the  bodies  of  the  dede  men ;  and 

anon)  thei  rissen).     and  whan  this  was  done  and  sene,  IF  The  sone  of 

the  Emperour  ladde  ^hym  and  aH  theym)  to  his  Fadir.     IF  The 

Emperour,  whan  he  sawe  hem,  he  was  glad,  and  for  ioye  crowned 

his  sone. 

*  leaf  36,  back. 
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but  ordeynyd  o\€r  in  his  stede,  &  gaf  hem  his  landes,  &  ^att  her 
meuable  goodys  /  whan  thei  harde  /  )>at  straungers  had  her  goodes 
Thei  conspirid  a-gayne  hem  &  prayed  hem  to  be  feste  &  sette  by-fore 
hem  y.  messes,  &  euery  messe  was  venymed,  &  aU  ])at  ete  of  )>e 
messes  were  dede  /  The  Emperoi/r  called  /  his  sones  [&]  seyde,  "  ye 
Are  my  fader,  &  gretely  I  am  greuyd  for  yowr  heuynes  /  I  gyf  yowr 
this  counceitt  /  A  lytifi  kyngdome  is  here  bysyde,  not  ^rre  fro 
yow,  in  the  which  is  a  wett  of  water  of  suche  vertu  ^at  if  it  be 
sprenglid  on  the  dede  body  It  shall  leye  agayii  /  j^erfor  I  shall  go  to 
this  kyngedome  &  gete  me  water  of  j^is  welle  by  ^e  whiche  ))e  dede 
mow  rise  to  1}'^  /  And  anone  he  went  to  ])e  kyngdome  &  gate  j»e 
wett  of  the  mayde  /  &  went  in  to  )>e  gardefk  &  fonde  f  e  w^ :  wher- 
for  he  made  .y.  pitte*  fiiti  depe,  by  the  which  ))e  water  of  V  wcH 
ranne  to  })e  bodyes  of  ^e  dede  men,  &  Anone  thei  risen.  And  [when] 
this  was  sene  The  sone  of  )>e  Emperowr  led  hem  att  wttA  hym  to  his 
fader.  )>e  Emperour  whan  he  saw  hem  he  was  gladde  &  for  Joy 
crownyd  his  sone. 

*  leaf  233,  back. 
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IT  Beclaraoio.  Fiendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Fadir  of  hevei]). 
The  pooie  man,  that  waa  promoted  to  grete  dignite,  is  lacifer,  that 
of  nonght  was  made,  that  is,  of  no  matir.  IT  Therfore  of  that  he 
was  so  proude,  in  so  mekeH  that  he  wold  be  like  god,  ye^  and  more  ; 
and  therf oi'  he  was  cast  out  of  heven),  witK  aH  theym)  that  consented 
to  hjm,  and  man  is  promoted  to  that  dignyte  in  her  stede.  IF  The 
fendes,  whan  thei  sawe  this,  thei  praied  Adam  and  Eve  to  a  f est, 
whan  thei  eten)  of  the  apple  agayn)  goddes  precepte  by  her  steryng, 
and  said,  IF  What  hoore  ye  ete  of  the  frate  of  this  tree,  ye  shuH  be 
as  goddes.  wherfore  in  this  fest  was  mynystred  to  hem  v.  messes, 
That  is,  of  the  v.  wittes,  the  whiche  ali  accorded  to  ete  of  the  apple ; 
and  therfore  att  thei  were  enfecte,  for  the  whiche  man  died.  If  This 
herd  the  sone  of  the  Fadir  of  heven),  and  was  stered  to  mercy,  and 
descended  fro  heven)  into  this  world ;  and  come  to  the  maiden),  that 
is,  Marie,  and  there  he  found  the  welle  of  mankynd,  the  whiche 
was  loyned  to  the  godhede.  IF  Aftir  this  he  did  make  v.  pittes, 
that  is,  V.  woondes  in  his  bodye,  by  the  whiche  ranne  blood  and 
watir,  that  made  sXt  mankynde  to  ly  ve  agayn),  that  shaH  be  saved, 
and  ledde  home  agayn)  to  the  hevenly  paleys.  To  the  whiche  brynge 
Ts  letfu.  Crist  I     Amen. 

[  XXVII.  leaf  37.  ] 
(how  a  faithful  guabdian  was  rewarded.) 

VOmias  reigned  in  Bome,  that  toke  a  faire  iD)aiden)  to  wyf, 
the  whiche  conseived,  and  bronght  forthe  a  faire  sone. 
IF  wise  men  come  to  the  Emperour,  forto  have  ^his  sone 
to  noiissfi.  IF  Than  the  Emperbur  sent  out  a  messanger  ^urgh  aH 
the  Citee,  that  in  whos  house  were  founde  fire  and  watir,  shuld 

'  leaf  87,  back. 

[Second  Version.     Cambr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6,  leaf  234.] 

24. 

Remilus  regned  in  Bome  \at  toke  a  fayre  mayde  to  wyf*,  \e 
which  conceyuyd  &  brought  forthe  a  fayre  sone  /  Wyse  men 
come  to  ])e  Emperot^r  for  to  haue  his  childe  to  norisshe.  Than  the 
Kmperottr  anofi  sent  out  a  messangei'  }»orogh  aH  the  Cite,  )>at  [he] 
in  whos  hous  ware  founde  fyre  or  water  sholde  haue  his  sone  to 
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have  his  aone  to  noiis^.  IT  whan  this  was  publisshed,  many 
ordeyned  hem  fiie  and  watir.  H  The  Emperour  did  die  also,  that 
he  that  hadde  the  childe  to  kepe,  and  norifished  hym  clenly  and 
purely^  he  shuld  be  promoted  to  giete  dignyte^  and  els  he  shuld  be 
dampned  to  wikked  dethe.  %  Anon),  while  thei  slept,  come  a 
Tyiaunte,  whoe  name  was  Eulopius,  that  sleked  the  fire  and  cast 
watir  out  of  the  house.  But  amonge  hem  was  a  man  that  hight 
lonathas,  that  bSL  nyght  labored  that  fire  and  watir  shuld  not  faile, 
but  ])at  he  ahold  alway  have  bothe  redy.  IT  whan  morow  was 
come,  the  messanger  went  aboute  the  Citee,  to  loke  in  who«  house  he 
niyght  fynde  fire  and  watir ;  but  whan  he  hadde  gone  aboute  the 
Citiee,  in  the  house  di  only  of  lonathas  he  founde  fire  and  watir  ; 
and  80  the  Emperours  sone  was  yeve  to  hym  for  to  norissb,  yndir  the 
forme  aforseid.  IF  lonathas  toke  the  child,  and  hired  masons,  that 
thei  shold  enhaunse  his  Chambre  with  morter  and  stone ;  and  whan 
the  chambre  was  redy,  he  called  to  hym  payntours,  and  made  his 
chambre  to  be  paynted  IT  In  this  form,  in  the  walle,  on  the  right 
side,  he  paynted  x.  ymages,  and  aboue  the  ymages  this  scriptun 

was  written),  IT  he  that  fovlethe^  not  thm  ymages,  shall  have  a 

'  MS.  foloweth. 
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norisshe.  When  |)is  was  publisshed  many  ordeynyd  hym  fyre  & 
wat^r  /  The  Emperour  dyd  cry  also  }»at  [if]  he  ))at  had  ])e  childe  to 
kepe  norisshed  hym  clenly  &  purely  he  sholde  be  promotyd  to  grete 
dignyte,  &  ellis  he  sholJe  be  dampnyd  to  ])e  wikkyd  de^e  /  Anone 
while  ])ei  slept  come  a  tyraunte  whos  name  was  Eulopius  /  ^t 
slekkyd  ))e  fyre  &  caste  wat^  out  of  the  houses  /  But  A-mong*  hem 
was  a  man  hyght  lonathas  that  all  nyght  labouryd  ^t  fyre  &  wat^ 
sholde  not  fayle  //  But  fere  he  shold  aJway  haue  bothe  redy  /  Whan 
morfi  was  comyn  the  messanger  went  aboute  )>e  Cite  to  loke  in  whos 
hous  he  myght  fynde  fyre  &  water  /  But  whan  he  had  gone  aboute 
pe  Cite,  in  }»e  hous  ati  only  of  lonathas  he  fonde  fyre  &  water,  &  so 
be  EmperoMrs  sone  was  yove  to  hym  for  to  norisso  vnder  J>e  fonne 
Dy-fore  seyde  /  lonathas  toke  ])e  childe,  and  hind  masyns  that  thei 
sholde  hauuse  his  chambre  wM  morter  &  stone,  &  whan  the 
chambre  was  redy  he  called  to  hym  peyntotirs  &  made  his  chambre 
to  be  payntyd  in  J>is  fourme  /  In  J>e  wail  of  fe  right  syde  he  payntjd 
X  ymages  /  &  a-boue  fes  ymages  fis  scn'ptttr  was  wry te  /  "  he  )wt 
foulyth^  not  }»es  ymages  shall  haue  A  goldyfk  crowfi  of  t>e  £mpen>ttr. 

»  MS.  folowyth. 
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golden^  erowne  of  the  Empetowx ;  And  yf  he  foule'^  the  ymctgea,  he 
«AaH  be  condempned  to  a/aule  dethe.  IT  Than  on  the  doie  he  made 
to  be  diawen)  a  golden)  chaier,  and  hym  self*  sittyng  ther  in,  crowned 
wi^  a  ciowne  of  gold ;  and  aboue  his  hede  was  written),  thus  8ha& 
be  erotffneif  that  wde  norisehet^  the  Emp&rours  sone.  And  whan  aH 
this  was  made,  IT  lonathas  was  ofte  sithe  tempted  forto  defoule  the 
ymageSy  bat  whan  he  redde  the  scripture,  anon)  he  had  drede  that 
he  shuld  dye  an  eveli  deUie ;  and  so  aii  the  temptacion)  went  a-way. 
and  also  whan  he  sawe  written)  over  the  ymages  hedes  the  mede  of 
the  crowne,  more  and  more  he  studied  for  to  worshippe  the  ymages, 
and  forto  kepe  hem  in  feirenesse.  And  whan  the  child  was  not 
wele  noiisdied,  he  lanne  swiftly  to  the  perisshyng  of  the  £nemye ; 
and  whan  he  saw  hym  self^  shold  be  hanged,  he  dred  gretely,  and 
att  the  'de&utes  of  the  norisshyng,  as  to  the  child,  he  amended. 
IT  But  whan  he  sawe  the  golden)  chaire,  and  hym  self  crowned  with 
a  crowne  of  gold,  and  above  his  hede  was  written),  IT  Hius  he  ehaXt 
be  uforshippe&f  that  wde  and  dene  ahal^  norieeti  the  eone  of  the 
Empexour^  IT  And  than  he  had  so  moche  ioye  of  the  picture  of  ]»e 

*  MS.  folow.  *  leaf  88. 
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And  if  he  foide  ))e  ymages  he  shait  be  condempnyd  to  a  foide  de]>e  /" 
Than  on  ]ye  dore  he  made  to  be  drawe  A  goldyn  cheyre,  &  hym-^elf 
syttyng*  ^er-in  crownid  witA  a  crowne  of  golde  /  &  a-boue  his  hede 
was  wryte  \\a  I  "  J)us  shall  he  be  crownyd  J)at  norisshith  wele  J>e 
Emperoi^rs  sone"  /  &  whan  ail  ])is  was  made  /  lonathas  was  oft^ 
tyme  temptyde  to  ^defoule  ])e  ymages  /  But  whan  he  red  ]»e  scrip- 
ture, he  dred  ^at  he  shold  dye  an  euyll  dethe,  &  so  aH  ])e  temptaciofl 
went  A-way.  And  also  whan  he  sawe  wrytefl  on  J)e  ymages  hedes 
J)e  mede  of  fe  crowne,  more  &  more  he  studyed  for  to  worship  fe 
ymage,  &  for  to  kepe  hem  in  fayrenes  /  &  Whan  J)e  child  was  not 
wele  gouernyd  &  norisshed  he  ranne  swyftly  to  f  e  perisshyng  of  J)e 
enemy.  And  whan  he  saw  hymself*  sholde  be  hanged  /  he  drede 
gretely  &  aH  J)e  defautes  of  fe  norisshyng*  as  to  ^e  childe  he 
Amendyd  //  But  whan  he  sawe  J>e  goldyn  chayre  &  hymself" 
crowned  wi't/i  a  crowne  of  golde,  &  red  f  e  supcrscripciofi  /  "  Thus  he 
shidl  do  worship  bat  wele  &  dene  norisshith  ])e  sone  of  ])e  Em- 
perowr "  /  &  fan  ne  had  so  myche  loy  of  )>e  picture  of  J)e  chayer 
)»it  aH  his  lyf*  after  he  norisshed  right  wele  ))e  child  after.     The 

>  MS.  of.  '  leaf  284,  back. 
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Cbaiie,  that  att  his  lyf  aftir  he  norisshed  wele  the  chil^.  The 
EmperouT,  whan  he  herd  this,  he  sent  for  hym  and  for  his  sone,  and 
promoted  hem  to  grete  dignytee. 

IT  Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperonr  is  the  Fadir  of  heven). 
The  Empresse  is  blissed  marie ;  the  child  is  lesus,  the  messanger, 
that  was  sent,  is  Seint  lohn  Baptist,  that  he  shuld  shew  his  comyng ; 
wherfore  the  wise  men,  that  were  the  patriarkes  and  the  p^vphetes, 
desired  gretly  to  norissh  hym,  and  se  hym ;  and  thei  sawe  hym  not, 
for  fire  and  watir  was  in  hem  extyncte.  IT  By  fire  is  yndirstond  the 
holy  gost,  that  appered  not  yit  to  hem  as  it  did  to  the  appostels,  ne 
thei  were  not  wasshen)  wit&  the  watir  of  baptyme,  as  cristen  men 
are  now.  IT  Or  els  by  fire  thou  may  yndirstond  parfite  charite,  and 
by  watir  trew  contriccion).  this  ij.  fallen  in  many,  and  therfore 
thei  mow  not  have  the  child  lesvL  in  her  hertes.  IT  lonathas,  that 
waked^  is  a  good  cristen  man,  (at  afi  way  in  good  werkes  stadiethto 
wake,  and  ali  way  to  offre  to  god  for  his  synnes  the  fire  of  chadtee, 
and  the  wat^  of  contriccion).  IT  But  ofte  sithe  the  tyraunt,  that  is, 
the  devel,  puttet^  out  the  fire  of  charitee  and  the  watir  of  contriccion), 
and  casteth  it  f erre  a-way  fro  the  hertes  of  many ;  therfore  thei  that 
are  thus  defamed,  may  not  norissh  the  child  Ie«u.  Therfore  do 
thou  as  lonathas  did;  wake,  and  pray,  that  ])ou  entre  not  into 
temptacion);  and  calle  to  the  trew  expositours,  that  is,  discrete 
confessours  or  prelates,  that  may  rise  vp  in  thyn)  herte  a  stonen) 
chambre,  and  seker  feith  and  hope  for  the  wyndowes.  than  calle  to 
the  payntours,  that  mowe  peynt  in  thyn  hert  x.  3rmages,  that  is,  the 
X.  comaundementes ;  and  than  yf  thou  kepe  wele  his  preceptis,  witK 
out  doute  in  tyme  to  come  thou  shalt  be  crowned,  and  not  be 
dampned  to  ever  lastyng  dethe.  IT  And  the  golden)  chaire  must  he 
in  the  dore  of  thyn  hert,  that  is  to  sey,  yf  thou  noris^  wele  the 
child  lesUy  thou  shalt  have  a  chaire  in  heven).  and  have  mynd, 
yf  thou  norissh  hym  eveH,  thou  shalt  be  hanged  in  the  gibbette  of 
Helle,  but  thou  amende  the.     ^Therfore  studie  we  so  to  norissh  the 

*  leaf  38,  back. 
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Emperottr,  whan  he  hard  this  he  sent  for  hym,  &  for  his  sone  pn^ 
motid  hyw  to  grete  dignite. 
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chiU  legu,  by  meritorie  werkes,  that  we  mow  come  to  the  mede 
that  is  eyerlastyng  without  ende. 

[  XXXin.  leaf  46,  hack.  ] 
(how  an  bmfbbob  divided  all  his  possessions  amongst 

HIS    SUBJEOTS.) 

Fulgencios  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Borne,  the  whiche  ii^  mer- 
yeillons  maner  loved  his  peple,  in  so  mekett  ^&t  he  made  to 
be  cried  thnigh  afi  his  Empire,  that  ati  men  shuld  come  of 
eveiy  nacion)  at  a  certayn)  day  to  his  paleys,  and  what  so  ever  thei 
asked,  aH  thei  shuld  have,  aftir  ^her  astato.  IT  Dukes  and  other 
grete  lordes,  whan  thei  herd  this,  thei  were  right  glad,  and  come  in  a 
grete  multitude ;  and  eche  by  hem  self*  put  forthe  liis  peticion),  and 
had  it.  and  so  aH  the  Empire  nere  hand  was  devided  amonge  hem ; 
and  eche  man  ioyed,  and  went  home  to  his  owne,  and  toke  seisyu) 
in  his  londes,  and  tenementes,  and  mevable  goodes,  that  thei  hadden) 
of  the  Emperour.  IT  After  ]>is,  poore  men  and  symple  wente  to-gedre, 
and  said, "  a  comon)  crie  is  made,  that  bSl  shall  come  to  the  Emperours 
paleys,  no  persone  out  take.  Kiche  men  and  myghty  men  have  come 
afore  vs,  and  have  ^resceived  benefice,  after  her  wille,  and  therfore 
go  we  now,  and  we  shutt  have  goodes  of  the  Emperour."     that  herd 

«  leaf  47. 

[Second  Version.     Cambr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6,  leaf  236.] 

26. 

Fulgencius  regned  in  ])e  Cite  of  Rome  /  y  which  in  mdruelou^ 
maner  louyd  his  peple,  in  so  mych  he  made  to  be  cryed  ])orogh 
out  aH  be  Empire  /  |»at  afi  men  sholde  come  of  eny  natioi^  at  a 
certeyfi  day  to  his  paleis  /  And  what  so  euer  )>ei  askyd,  afi  thei  shold 
have  after  his  state  /  Dukes  &  o])er  grete  lordys  whan  )>ei  hard  ])is 
^i  were  right  gladde  k  come  in  A  grete  multitude,  <&  eche  by  hem- 
aelf*  put  f or)>e  his  peticion),  &  had  it,  so  iJl  \q  Empire  nere  hande  was 
dyaydyd  a-mong  hem,  &  eche  man  ioyed  and  went  home  to  his  owne 
&  toke  sesyfi  in  his  landes  &  tenementes  &  meuable  goodes  )>at  ])ei 
had  of  pe  Emperotir  /  After  )>is  pore  men)  &  sengle  ^come  to-geder  & 
aeyden  /  ''  A  comyn  cry  is  )>at  afi  shold  come  to  )>e  Emperours  paleys, 
no  persofi  out-take  /  Eiche  men  &  myghty  mefi  haue  come  by-fore  vs 
&  haue  receyuyd  benefice  after  hir*  wifi  //  ^rfor  go  we  nowe  &  we 

>  leaf  286,  back. 
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thei,  and  saiJ,  *'  this  is  a  gooci  coxmsaile,  and  a  profitable."  and  afi 
anon  thei  wenten,  and  stode  atte  gate  of  the  paleys,  oriyng  that  it 
shuld  be  mynystred  to  hem,  as  the  crie  was  made.  IT  Whan  the 
Emperour  herd  the  crie,  he  come  downe  of  his  see,  and  said  to  hem, 
If  Frendes,  I  have  herd  youre  crie.  it  is  sofehe  that  the  crie  is  by  me 
made,  and  that  aH  indifferently  shuld  come,  and  what  thei  asked 
thei  shidd  hare,  but  xiche  men  and  mighty  men  shuld  come  before 
you,  and  thei  had  att,  out  take  my  paleys ;  and  yf  thei  had  asked 
my  paleys,  thei  shuld  haye  had  it ;  and  therfore  I  have  nought  for 
to  yeve  you."  IT  Thei  said,  "  a !  lord,  haye  mercy  on  ys,  and  lette 
ys  not  go  yoide  away ;  for  certaynly  it  was  oure  blame  that  we  come 
not  before,  wi1&  the  riche  men  and  myghty.  but  sithen  it  is  thns, 
we  aske  your  grace,  that  we  may  haye  somewhat,  by  the  whiche  we 
may  liye."  IT  The  Emperour  said,  "  here  me.  aH  )>ougH  I  haye 
yoyen)  to  riche  men  and  myghty,  that  come  before  you,  londes  and 
tenementes,  neyerthelesse  I  haye  holden)  the  lordahippes  in  mjD) 
hand  of  ati  the  landes,  and  half*  that  I  yeye  to  you,  so  that  thei  be 
now  servauntes  to  you,  and  obedient."  IT  The  poore  men,  whan 
thei  hard  this,  they  were  right  glad,  and  bowed  downe  her  hedes  to 

[Seeofid  Version,     Camhr.  MS,  Kk.  1.  6.] 

shuH  haue  goodes  of  ])e  Empef^ofir  as  ])ei  haddyfi."  Thei  bat  herde 
|)is  seyde,  ''  ^is  is  goode  coimceiii  &  a  profitable  "  /  &  Anone  dXi 
went  &  stode  at  ])e  yate  of  )>e  paleis  cryeng  \a\,  it  shold  be  ministrid 
to  hem  As  J>e  cry  was  made  /  Whan  the  Emperottr  harde  ^  crye  he 
come  doun  of  his  sete  and  seyde  to  hem  //  "  Frendes,  I  haue  herde 
yottr  crye  /  It  is  so))e  \a\,  ^e  cry  is  by  me  made  &  ])at  aji  indifferently 
sholde  come  /  &  what  ^ei  askyd  )>ei  sholde  haue  /  Eic^e  men  k 
myghti  men  haue  come  byfore  yow  &  aH  )>at  I  haue,  ont-take  my 
paleis,  I  haue  geue  hem  /  &  if  ^ei  Askyd  my  paleis  ^i  had  had  it ; 
ferfor  I  haue  noght  for  to  geue  yow  "  /  ^i  seyde,  "  A,  lorde,  haue 
mercy  on  ys,  &  let  not  ys  go  voyde  A-way,  for  certaynly  it  was  oor 
blame  ])at  we  come  not  to-fore  wit^  ]>e  riche  men  and  myghti  /  Bat 
sethe  it  is  ))us,  we  aske  your  grace  ^ai  we  mowe  haue  some  what  by 
fe  whiche  we  mow  leye "  /  The  Emperowr  seyde,  "  here  me ;  fogh 
aH  I  haue  youe  to  riche  men  &  myghty  fat  come  by-fore  yowe  landes 
&  X&n.ement'iy  neu^eles  I  haue  hold  )>e  lordschip  in  myn  hands  of  aH 
)>e  landes,  in  half  1  geue  to  you,  so  ]»at  )^i  be  now  seruaunte^  to  yow 
obedyent "  /  The  por^  mpn)  whan  f  ei  herd  J)is  )>ei  were  right  gladde  & 
bowid  doun)  hei'  hedes  to  J)e  Enf)pe?X)Mr,  &  lowly  &  mekely  fonky«l 
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the  EmperouT,  and  lowly  and  mekely  thanked  hjm,  and  saidi,  "  we 
are  come  late,  and  are  made  lordes  of  other  f "  whan  this  was  saidi, 
thei  went  home  ayene.  If  The  riche  men  and  the  grete,  whan  thei 
herd  t^his,  thei  were  gretely  stere<l  with  in  hem  self ,  and  said  to-gedre« 
IT  Alias  I  how  is  this  mynystred  to  ys,  that  thei  that  were  wonte  to 
be  our  chorles  and  seroanntes  in  all  thyng,  now  are  made  onre  lordes« 
€ro  we  all  anon)  to  the  Emperonr,  and  be-thynke  ys  a  remedye.''  thei 
saiden)  all,  "  it  is  a  good  counsaile."  IT  Anon)  thei  wente  to  the 
Emperonr,  and  saiden),  "  Sir,  what  is  that  our  servauntes  now  are 
made  our  lordes  %  we  pray  you,  that  it  be  not  so."  IT  The  Emperour 
saidy  "  frendes,  I  do  you  no  wronge.  was  not  the  crie  made  comon), 
what  some  ever  ye  asked  of  me,  ye  shuld  have  ?  and  ye  asked  but 
londes,  and  rentes,  and  dignytees,  and  worshippes,  and  aH  I  graunte 
you  at  your  wille,  in  so  meketi  that  to  my  self  I  held  right  nought ; 
and  eche  of  you,  whan  he  went  fro  me,  ye  were  right  wele  apaied. 
V  Aftir  you  come  poore  men  and  symple,  and  asked  of  me  some 
goodes,  aftir  the  vertu  of  the  ^crie.  and  I  had  no  thynge  to  yeve 
hem.  before  I  yave  siB  to  you,  out  take  the  lordshippe  that  I  held 
in  my  hand ;  and  whan  the  poore  men  cried  on  me»  I  had  no  thyng 

>  leaf  47,  back. 
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hym  &  seyde,  "  We  Are  come  late,  &  made  lordes  of  of er."  Whan 
bis  was  seyde  ^i  went  home  a-gayfi  /  The  riche  men  &  fe  grete 
herd  Jus  &  were  gretely  styrid  wt't^  in  hem-self*,  &  made  a  comyn 
parlament  vriMh  in  hem-self*  &  seyde  to-geder,  "  Alas  1  how  is  it 
ministrid  to  ys  ?  ])ei  )>at  were  wont  to  be  charlys  &  seruaunte^  in  aH 
]ying*  now  Are  made  our  lorde[8],  Go  we  ati  A-none  to  J>e  Empcrowr 
to-ged«r,  &  be-])ink  ys  on  some  remedy/*  ])ei  seyde  all,  "  It  is  a 
good  counceiti  "  /  Anone  fei  went  &  seyde  to  fe  Emperoar  /  "  Sir, 
how  is  it  fat  our  seruaunte*  now  are  made  our  lordes  1  We  pray 
yow  fat  it  be  not  so  "  /  The  Emperowr  seide,  "  Frendes,  I  do  yow 
no  wrong*  /  Was  not  fe  cry  made  comyfi  ^  fat  what  so  euer  ye  askyd 
ye  sholde  haue,  and  ye  askyd  but  landes  &  tenement)  &  dignites  & 
wozshippis,  &  aH  I  graunt  yow  at  yowr  wiH,  In  so  mych  fat  to 
my-self*  I  helde  right  noght,  &  eche  of  yow  whan  ye  went  fro  me 
were  right  gladde.  Aftar  yow  come  pore  mefi  &  simple  &  askyd  of 
me  some  goodes  after  f e  Yertu  of  f e  crye  /  And  I  had  no  f ing  for  to 

'  leaf  236. 
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f  orto  jGve  hem  but  lordshippe  above  you.  and  iberfore  ye  ought  not  to 
blame  me  in  no  thyng,  for  that  ye  asked,  ye  had."  If  Than  aeid  thei, 
*'  A I  lord,  we  pray  the  effectually  of  youie^  counsaile  in  this  parte, 
and  help."  IT  The  Emp^rour  sai  J,  '^  yf  ye  wille  assent  to  my  counsaile, 
I  shatt  yeye  you  a  prophitable  counsaile."  Thei  said,  ''  ye^lorJ,  we 
are  redy  to  fulfille  what  so  ever  ye  say  to  vs  for  our  profite."  1[  The 
Emp^rour  said,  "  ye  have  by  me  many  londes  and  tenementes,  witb 
other  goodes  I-now  habundauntly ;  Therf ore  parteth  witb  the  peon." 
and  so  gladly  they  did,  and  devided  her  goodes  amonge  popie  men 
and  symple ;  and  so  he  graunted  hem^  lordshippe.  and  so  bothe  were 
paid ;  and  the  Emp09*our  was  praised  of  i^  his  peple,  that  so  wMj 
brought  to  accord  bothe  the  parties. 

IT  Deolaracio.  IT  This  Emp«rour  is  our  lord  lean  crist,  that  by  his 
prophetes,  patriarkes,  and  appostels  made  to  be  prodamed,  that  ail 
men  shuld  come  and  aske  ever  lastyng  ioye,  and  witfil  outen  doate 
thei  shidd  have  it.  IT  But  grete  men  and  mighty  of  this  world 
asken)  no  thyng  els  but  transitorie  thynges  and  f  ailyng,  as  are  worldly 
goodes ;  for  the  world  passeth,  and  his  concupiscence,  for  he  gaf' 
to  hem  so  meketi,  that  he  kept  no  thyng  to  hym  self ;  for  he  said, 
briddes  of  heven)  have  nestes,  foxes  have  dennes,  but  the  sone  of 
a  maide  hath  not  wherto  he  may  lay  his  hede.  If  Poore  men  are  tho 
that  are  meke  of  hert ;  IT  Of  whiche  poore  men  speketh  oui'  saviour, 
and  seith,  IT  Blissed  be  the  poore  of  sprite,  for  enheriters  of  the 
kyngdono)  of  heven.     and  so  it  foloweth,  that  poore  men  shatt  hare 

"  MS.  one.  *  MS.  hym. 
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geue  hem  but  lordship  aboue  yow  /  &  ferfoi  ye  ow  not  to  blame  me 
noting,  for  J>at  ye  askyd  ye  had  "  /  fan  ]>ei  seyde, ''  A,  lorde  /  We 
pray  Jje  of  counceiH  &  of  helpe  in  ))i8  parte.**  The  Emp«rottr  seyde, 
"  if  ye  wole  Assent  to  my  counceitt,  I  shall  geue  yow  A  profitable 
counceitt.  fei  seyde,  "  ye,  lorde,  we  Aif  redy  to  fulfill  what  so  eui^r 
pon  seyst  to  vs  for  our  profit "  /  The  Emperowr  seide,  "  ye  haae  of 
me  landes  &  tenement^  witit  ofcr  goodes  y-nogh  Abundauntly ;  perfoi 
partith  wM  pe  pore,"  &  so  gladly  J>ei  dyd  &  dyuydyd  her  goodes 
a-mong  pore  meti  &  simple,  &  so  he  grauntyd  hem  lordship.  And 
so  bothe  were  paid,  &  the  Empcrottr  gretly  preysyd  of  idi  his  peple 
pat  so  wysely  had  made  a-corde  vrith  bojje  parties. 
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lordshippe  aboue  riclie  men  and  myghty  of  this  worlc).  What  is  than 
f Olio  do  liche  men  1  foisothe  that  thei  divide  her  temporaH  goodes 
to  pooie  men ;  as  it  is  written).  If  yeve  almesse,  and  aA  fjng  shaH  be 
clene  to  yon.  and  so  ye  may  gete  half*  the  kyngdom)  of  heven) ;  to 
the  whiche  biynge  vb  he  that  leignetlL  witli  outen)  ende  1    Amen). 

[  xxxrv.  ] 

(of  THB  D0WBIE8  WHIOH  AN  EMPKBOB  OAVB  TO  HIS  TWO  DAUOHTBBS.) 

DOmyciane  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Bome,  that  was  a  vrise  man, 
and  had  many  possessions.  This  Emperour  had  ij.  doughtirs, 
one  faire,  a  nothei'  ^blak*.  IT  he  did  one  thnigh  his  Empire, 
that  who  so  wold  wedde  his  faire  doughtir,  shuld  no  thyng  hane 
witb  her  but  her  fairenesse ;  And  who  so  wold  his  hlak}  doughtir  to 
wyf,  shnld  have  aH  his  Empire  wit£  her,  after  his  dissease.  IT  And 
whan  the  one  was  made,  moche  peple  come  to  the  Emp^rours  paleys, 
and  asked  the  faire  doughtir  to  wyf*.  The  Emperour  said,  "  ye  wote 
not  what  ye  aske,  For,  by  the  crowne  of  my  hede,  ye  shuH  nought 
have  wit^  my  doughtir  that  is  faire  but  only  her  fairenesse ;  yf  ye 
desire  fe  other  doughtir,  I  shalle  yeve  aH  my  Empire  with  her, 
tiiter  my  dissease."  IT  The  grete  men,  whan  thei  herd  this,  thei 
wold  not  assente  to  his  saiyng.  IT  Whan  the  Emp^our  herd  this, 
he  said  to  hem,  '*  Frendes,  ye  are  many ;  and  yf  I  graunted  my  faire 

>  leaf  47. 
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27. 

Domiciane  regned  in  }>e  Cite  of  Eome  pat  was  A  wise  man,  & 
his  pocessiofi  was  myche.  This  Emp^rot^r  had  .ij.  doghters, 
ofi  fayre,  a-nojjer  blak :  he  did  crye  borogh  his  Empire  J>at  who  so 
wold  wedde  his  fayre  doghtw  eholde  naue  no  Jjyng  but  her  fayrenes, 
A  who  so  wold  haue  J)e  blak*  doghtcr  to  wyf  shold  haue  iJl  his 
Empire  after  his  dissece  /  And  whan  fe  cry  was  made  mych  peple 
come  to  pe  pales  &  askyd  fe  fayre  doghtur  to  wyf*.  The  Emperour 
seyde,  "  ye  wote  not  what  ye  aske,  for  by  f  e  crowne  of  myfl  hede,  ye 
shuH  haue  with  my  fayre  doghtcr  but  aH  only  her  fayrenesse,  but  if 
ye  desyre  Jwt  oJ)er  I  shati  geue  yow  all  myfl  Empire  after  my  decece. 
The  grete  mefi  whan  ^ei  herd  yis  yei  wolde  not  Assent  to  his  sayeng*  / 
Whan  J>e  Emperowr  herd  Jjis  he  seyde  to  hem  /  "Frendes,  ye  are 
mcuy,  &  if  I  grauntyd  my  fayre  doghter  to  one  of  yow  &  not  anofer  / 
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doughiir  to  one  of  70U,  and  not  to  another,  there  shuldl  be  hetwixe 
you  stryfi  and  debate.  Therfore  gothe,  and  make  a  tumement 
amonge  you  for  her  love,  and  he  shsiA  have  the  victoriey  shaH  haue 
her  to  wyf."  IT  Thei  herde  this,  and  were  glad ;  and  wenten)  and 
xnaden)  not  only  a  tumement  but  a  bataile,  for  the  maidens  love ; 
wherfore  many  were  dede  in  the  bataile,  but  one  had  the  victorie, 
and  wedded  the  maiden).  IT  whan  the  second  doughtir,  that  was 
blak*,  sawe  that  her  suetir  was  wedded  with  so  mekeH  myrthe  and 
gladnesse,  she  sorowed  mekeii,  and  every  day  wept  bitterly.  IT  whan 
the  Emperour  herd  this,  he  came  to  his  doughtir,  and  said,  '^  0  !  my 
my  dere  doughtir,  for  what  thyng  is  thi  soule  turmented )  "  She 
said,  IT  *'  O  !  my  reverent  fadir,  it  is  no  wondir  that  I  thus  soiow, 
for  my  sustir  is  married  with  so  grete  worshippe  and  gladnesse,  and 
aH  that  shaii:  see  me,  shaH  hate  my  felishippe ;  and  therfore  what  is 
best  to  be  done,  vtterly  I  wote  never."  IT  The  Emperour  said,  "  0 ! 
my  dere  doughtir,  aH  that  is  myn)  is  thyn).  And  thou  knowest  wele, 
that,  he  that  hathe  wedded  thi  sustir,^  hath  no  thynge  with  her 
but  her  fairenesse ;  IT  And  therfore  I  shaH  do  crie  by  kyngdomea 
and  castels,  that  who  so  wille  wedde  the,  I  shali  make  hym  a  lettre 
vndre  my  scale,  that  after  my  dissease  he  shaH  have  my  Empire.'' 

*  MS.  doughtir. 
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]»at  shold  be  by-twiz  you  stryf  &  debate  /  )>erfor  gothe  and  make  A 
tumament  A-mong*  yow  for  her  love,  &  he  bat  hath  fe  victory  shaH 
haue  her  to  wyf  "  /  fei  herde  fis  &  were  rignt  glad,  &  made  not  only 
A  tumament  but  a  bataile  for  pe  maydes  loue.  ^  Wherefor  in  ])ie 
bataile  meny  were  dede  but  one  had  pe  victory  &  wedded  fe  mayde  / 
Whan  be  second  doughtur  ]>at  was  blak*  herd  pat  hii'  sustyr  was 
weddyd  wit^  myrthe  &  gladnes  she  sorowyd  mych  &  euery  day 
wept  /  whan  )>e  Emperour  herde  ^is  he  come  to  his  doughtir  Ss  seyde, 
"  0  my  dere  doughter,  for  what  ping  is  f  i  soule  turmentyd  V  /  She 
seyde,  "  0  my  reuerent  fader,  it  is  no  wond(?r  pat  I  thus  make  sorowe 
for  my  suster  is  maried  with  grete  worship  &  gladnes,  &  siJA  pat 
shuli  se  me  shuli  hate  my  felawship,  &  berfor  what  is  best  to  do 
vtterly  I  note."  The  Emperowr  seyde,  "  0  my  dere  doughter,  aH  fat 
is  myfi  is  f  ifi  /  &  pon  knowest  wele  he  pat  hathe  weddyd  f i  suster 
hath  no  fing*  wit^  her  but  her*  fayrenes  /  &  Jjcrfor  I  shaH  do  cry  by 
kyndomes  &  castels  pat  whoso  wiH  wedde  pe  I  shaH  make  hym  A 

■  leaf  286,  back. 
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Whan  she  hercl  this,  she  was  comforter?.  IT  And  whan  the  crie  was 
made,  of  a  persone  of  the  Emperours,  there  come  a  gentile  knyght 
that  hight  larubert^  and  askedl  of  the  Emperour  his  blak*  donghtir  to 
wyf*;  and  he  grannted  hym,  with  her  grete  ioye,  and  he  wedde($ 
her.     And  whan  the  Emp^roor  was  dede,  he  was  ^made  Emperour. 

IT  Beclaraoio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  our  lord  Ihe^u  crist, 
that  hathe  .ij.  doughtirs,  one  faire,  that  is,  the  worlde,  the  whiche  is 
fuH  faire  to  many  a  man,  and  the  other  doughtir  blak<,  that  is, 
poverte  or  ti  ibulacion),  that  few  men  desiren  for  to  wedde.  Never- 
tbelesse  a  comoo)  crie  is  made,  by  holy  scripture,  that  in  the  world 
thou  shalt  no  thyng  have  but  her  fairenesse,  that  is,  the  vanyte  of 
the  world,  that  sone  passeth  away,  as  the  fairenesse  of  man.  IT  But 
thei  that  take  wilf utt  poverte  and  tribulacioo),  for  the  love  of  Ihe6ni 
crist,  withouten)  doute  thei  shatt  have  the  kyngdom)  of  heven) ;  as 
crist  saith,  IT  ye  that  have  forsake  all  thyng,  and  haue  folowed  me, 
ye  shaH  have  an  hundred  fold  more,  and  ever  lastyng  blisse  therto. 
Many  noble  men  and  grete,  in  a  passyng  nombre,  come  for  the  first 
faire  doughtir,  that  is,  for  the  world,  and  with  labour  sechen  it,  and 
sometyme  fighten)  by  loud  and  watir,  that  is,  whan  thei  putten)  aU 
her  studie  in  worldly  thynges ;  so  that  for  the  world  many  a  man  is 
dede,  with  outen  nombre.  for  alle  that  is  in  the  world  either  it  is 
pride  of  lyf*,  or  concupiscance  of  eyen),  or  concupiscence  of  flessh,  for 
aH  the  world  is  but  in  wikkednesse.  but  he  that  weddid  the  faire 
doughtir,  for  so  the  is  he,  that  with  aU  his  desire  and  assent  strengthith 
hym  for  to  wedde  the  world,  and  in  no  maner  wolle  leve  it,  as  the 
Avarous  man,  and  covetous  man.  IT  But  he  that  weddeth  the  blak* 
doughtir,  is  a  good  cristen  man,  that  for  the  love  of  the  kyngdom)  of 
heven)  leveth  aH  worldly  thynges,  and  dispiseth  hym  self*  bodely, 
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letter  vnder  my  sele  bat  after  my  decece  he  shali  haue  aU  myii 
Empire "  /  Whan  she  nard  J>i8  she  was  comfortyd  /  And  whan  )>e 
ciye  was  made  of  a  persone  of  fa  Empcrours  /  Ther  come  A  gentiH 
knyght,  ])at  hyght  Lamberte,  &  askyd  of  )>e  Emperot«r  his  blak 
doughtur  to  wyf*,  &  he  grauntyd  hym,  &  wrt/i  grete  loy  he  weddyd 
hei*  /  &  whan  ])e  Emperowr  was  dede  ho  was  made  EmperoMr. 
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and  obeyetti  to  his  souerayns  in  aH  thynges.  foisoihe  sacbeone 
BhaH  have  the  Empire  of  the  kyngdom)  of  heyen);  to  the  whiche 
biyng  vs  Ih^^  cnst !    Amen. 

[  XXXV.  ] 

(how  ▲  POOB  MAN   BT   SOLVINO   THBEB  DIFFIOULTIBS  OBTAIKSD  AN 

bmpebob's  dauohteb  in  KABBIAGB.) 

AntonyuB  in  the  Citee  of  Eome  reigned,  a  man  right  wise,  that 
had  a  faire  doughtir,  that  hight  lerabelle,  and  was  desired 
of  many.  Neverthelesse  she  made  a  vowe  to  god,  that  she 
shuld  never  take  husbond,  but  yf  he  myght  do  .iij.  thynges,  IT  That 
is,  [fyrst]  to  chaunge  the  wynde  fro  the  Northe  in  to  the  Est,  whan  her 
fadir  wold.  The  second  was,  to  mete  aft  the  Elementes,  as  vnto  the 
brede  and  lengthe,  and  how  many  fete  cdi  the  Elementes  conteyned. 
IT  The  thirde  was,  that  he  shuld  here  fire  in  his  bosom),  by  the  hare 
flessh,  with  out  brennyng  ^of  his  flessh.  many  grete  men,  whan 
thei  had  herd  her  vowe,  they  wold  not  besy  hem  for  to  have  her ; 
and  so  she  dwelled  many  yeres  in  her  maydenhode.  IT  There  was 
that  tyme  in  ferre  countrees  a  gentile  knyght,  whose  name  was 
Flebeus,^  that  on  a  tyme  as  he  lay  in  his  bedde,  he  thought  with  in 
hym  self*,  "  I  am  but  a  poore  knyght ;  yf  I  myght  by  any  mean 

>  leaf  49.  '  MS.  Plebus. 
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28. 

r  A  Intonius  in  )>e  Cite  of  Eome  regned,  a  man  right  wyse,  ^ 
[y\  J  had  a  fayre  doghtur  J>at  hight  lerabelle,  &  was  desyiyd  of 
many.  Neu6r])eles  she  made  a-vowe  to  god  )>at  she  wolde  neu^  take 
husband  /  but  he  myght  do  .iij.  J^ingys  /  pat  is,  to  change  pe  wynd 
fro  pe  northe  in  to  )>e  est  Whan  )>e  fader  wolde.  The  second  was, 
to  mete  aH  ]>e  element««.  As  vn-to  pe  brede  &  le[n]gthe,  &  how  meny 
fete  )>e  elementes  conteynyd  /  The  .iij.  is  he  ahold  here  fix'  in  his 
bosom  by  ]>e  bare  flesshe  wiiJi  out  brynnyng*  of  his  fleashe  //  Many 
grete  men  whan  ^ei  herd  hei'  a-vowe  ]>ei  wold  not  byse  hem  for  to 
haue  hii',  &  so  she  dwellyd  many  wyntris  in  hii'  maydyfi-hoode  / 
Ther  was  pat  tyme  in  ferre  contres  a  gentifi  knyght,  whos  name  was 
plebeus,  pat  on  a  tyme  as  he  lay  in  his  bedde  he  ])ought  with-in 
hym-self,  "I  am  A  pore  knyght;  If  I  myght  by  eny  wey  haue  fe 
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liare  the  Emperours  donghtir,  I  shuld  not  a!i  only  be  promoteiJ  to 
richeese,  but  also  aH  mj  kyniede."  than,  he  went  to  the  £mpfT0UTs 
paleys,  and  knokked  at  the  gate.  The  porter  asked,  whi  he  knokked  1 
IT  he  said,  '*I  am  a  knyght  of  ferre  countre,  and  plebeus  is  mj 
name ;  and  I  am  come  for  to  have  the  Emperours  doughtir  to  vrjf*" 
The  porter  said,  "  have  kepyng*  of  thi  self,  and  wete  wele,  that  no 
man  shaH  have  the  doughtir  of  my  lord  but  yf  he  do  .iij.  thynges. 
IT  One  is,  that  he  chaunge  the  wynde ;  mete  the  Elementes ;  and 
beie  fire  in  his  bosom)  with  out  hurtyng ;  and  he  that  puttetK  hym 
to  thise  thynges,  and  faileth,  he  shaH  lose  his  hede.'*  The  knyght 
said,  "  before  I  come  hedir  I  herde  this  processe,  but  with  outen) 
doute  I  shaH  fulfille  the  peticion)  of  the  maiden).''  IT  Whan  the 
porter  herd  this,  he  lette  hym  entre ;  and  [he]  come,  and  stode  before 
the  Emperour,  and  asked  the  maiden)  to  wyf.  The  Emp^rour  said, 
"  Yf  thou  wilte  fulfille  the  peticion)  of  my  doughtir,  thou  shalt  have 
her  to  wjf*,*'  he  said,  **  sir,  I  am  redy  to  fulfille  [hem.]  iij.  thynges 
there  be  that  your  dougbter  wold  have  fulfilled.  The  first  is,  to 
chaunge  the  wynde  fro  ])e  northe  into  the  Est ;  lo !  I  am  redy  for  to 
prove  that."  The  knyght  had  an  horse,  that  was  wode ;  and  yaf 
hym  a  drynk*,  by  vertu  of  the  whiche  drynk"  he  was  delyuered  of 
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Emperours  doght^,  I  shold  not  aH  only  be  promotyd  to  riches,  but 
also  att  my  kynred"  /  Than  he  went  to  \q  Emperoi^rs  pales  & 
knokkyd  at  ]>e  gate  /  The  porter  askyd  whi  he  knokkyd ;  he  seyde, 
''I  am  a  knyght  of  ferre  contres,  plebius  is  my  name/ 1  come  for  ^to 
haue  J>e  EoiperoMrs  doughtur  to  wyf«"  /  The  porter  seyde,  "haue 
kepyng*  of  ^i-self*,  &  wite  wele  j^er  shaH  no  man  haue  )>e  doughty*?* 
of  my  lorde,  but  if  he  do  .iij.  ])inges  /  On)  is  to  change  ^e  wynde  / 
mete  \q  Elemented  /  &  here  fyre  in  his  bosom  w/t^-out  hurting*,  & 
he  ^t  putty th  hym  to  do  \ea  .i^.  j^inges  &  fayljth  he  shc^  be  put 
of*  '*  /  The  knyght  seyde,  "  by-fore  I  com  heder  I  herd  fis  processe, 
hut  wit^-out  dout  I  shaH  f  ulfiH  ^e  peticiofi  of  \q  mayde  "  //  Whan 
Yq  porter  herd  j^is  he  lete  hym  enti',  &  [he]  come  &  stode  by-fore  pe 
Emperour,  &  askyd  fe  mayde  to  wyf«  /  "  If  J>ou  fulfiH  J>e  peticiofi  of 
my  doughter,  Jk)u  shalt  haue  her  to  wyf  "  /  he  seyde,  "  syr,  I  am  redy 
to  fulfiH  hem  //  .iij.  ^ingis  \er  be  |wrt  your  doughtur  wold  haue 
fulfilled  /  The  first  is,  to  change  ^e  wynde  fro  be  northe  iu-to  ]?e 
este  /  lo  !  I  am  redy  for  to  proue  )>at "  /  The  knyght  had  an  hors  yii 

>  leaf  237. 
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his  woodnesse.  IT  Whan  this  was  done,  he  put  his  hede  towan)  the 
Est,  and^  sale},  ''  sir,  heholcl  the  wynde  is  turned  from  the  Noithe 
into  the  Est."  The  Emperour  said,  *'  what  is  that  to  chaunge  the 
wynde  r'  he  said,  ''  yis,  sir,  what  is  the  lyf  of  man  or  of  any  best 
but  a  liteH  wynde  1  for  as  longe  as  myn)  horse  was  wood,  so  longe  it 
was  in  the  northe,  for  i^  erels  cometh  out  of  the  Northe.  I  yaf 
hym  a  drynke,  that  his  woodnesse  shuld  cease,  and  now  he  hathe 
his  hede  in  the  Est,  and  is  redy  forto  here  alle  burQions.  and  so 
the  wynde  is  chaunged  fro  the  northe  in  to  the  Est"  ^  The 
Emperour  said,  "  forsothe  thou  hast  wele  proved  the  first  peticion) ; 
lette  Ys  now  se ;  for  the  second  peticion)  is  this,  forto  mete  the  .iiij. 
Elementesy  after  atte  her  divisions."  IT  "  Se  now,  that  I  shafi  derely 
prove  it."  Anon)  ^he  made  his  Squyer  to  light  down)  on  the  ground, 
and  he  beganne  to  mete  fro  the  hede  ynto  the  fete,  the  length  and 
the  brede,  and  the  depnesse.  whan  this  was  don),  he  said  to  ]»e 
Emperour,  IT  *'  Sir,  leye  me,  there  are  not  .v^.  fete  and  an  half^  fiodly 
in  length  of  the  elementes  att,  and  so  many  in  brede."  what  is  that 
to  ^e  .iiij.  elementes  1 "  said  ])e  Emperour.  IT  The  knyght  said,  ^'sir, 
it  is  wele  know  to  you,  that  in  man  is  .iiij.  Elementes ;  and  sithe  I 
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was  woode,  &  gaf  hym  a  drynke  by  vcrtu  of  J)e  which  diynke  he 
was  delyuerd  of  his  wodnes  /  Whan  \\s  was  done  he  put  his  hede 
toward  ^e  Este  and  seyde  /  *'  behold !  for  ^  wynd  is  fro  )>e  nor^ 
in-to  J>e  Este  "  /  The  Emperowr  seyde,  "  what  is  J)is  to  changyng*  of 
the  wynd  1 "  /  he  seyde,  "  yes,  syr.  What  is  J>e  lyf*  of  man  or  best 
but  a  lytitt  wynd  1  As  long  As  myn  hors  was  wode  so  long*  it  was 
in  ]7e  northe,  for  att  euyH  comyth  out  of  ]7e  nor))e  /  I  gaf  hym  a 
drynke  )>at  his  woodnes  shold  cese,  &  now  he  bathe  his  hede  in-to  ]ie 
Este,  &  is  redy  to  here  all  byrthens,  &  so  J^e  wynd  is  changyd  fro 
fe  northe  in-to  J>e  Este  "  /  The  EmperoMr  seyde,  "  for8o]»e,  |)ou  hast 
wele  prouyd  J>e  firste  peticion,  let  vs  now  se  for  f  e  second  peticion  is 
J)i3  for  to  mete  aH  |)e  elemewte*  after  aH  her  deuysons  "  /  "  Se  now,  I 
shaH  cle[r]ly  proue  it."  /  Anone  he  made  his  squyer  to  lye  doufi  on 
])o  grownd,  &  he  bygan  to  mete  fro  })e  hede  vn-[to  ))e  fete]  )>e  lengthe» 

!ie  depnes.  whan  ^is  was  done  he  seyde  to  ]>e  Emperour  /  "  Sir, 
eue  me,  )>ei  are  not  .vij.  fete  &  an  half  fally  in  J^e  lengthe  of  )w 
Elementes,  &  also  many  in  brede"  /  "what  is  ^is  to  )w  .iiij. 
Element^*?  seyde  J)e  Emperowr  /  The  knyght  seyde  /  "Syr,  it  is 
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have  motes)  the  membres  of  my  squjers  body,  so  I  have  the 
Elementes ;  and  so,  as  me  semetti,  is  assoiled  the  second  peticion)." 
H  The  Emperoar  said,  "  forsothe,  right  wele  thou  hast  proved  it ; 
go  now  to  the  thirde  peticion)."  the  knyght  said,  ''  I  am  ledy  to 
fnlfiUe  9&  your  wiUe."  If  Anon)  he  toke  a  brennyng  cole,  and  .iij. 
daies  he  bare  it  in  his  bosom),  witK  out  brennyng  or  hurtyng  of  his 
flessfi.  If  This  saw  the  Emperour,  and  saide,  '*  Say  me,  frende,  how 
may  this  be,  for  the  other  .ij.  clerly  I  sey,  but  how  it  may  be  of  the 
fire,  vtterly  I  wote  never."  IT  he  said,  "sir,  my  modir  yaf  me  a 
precious  stone,  by  vertu  of  ]>e  whicH  the  fire  may  not  noye  me."  the 
Emperour  heryng  this,  was  gretly  glad,  and  said,  "  for  sothe,  wisely 
thou  hast  fulfilled  the  peticions  of  my  doughtir,  and  therfore  thou 
shalt  have  her  to  wyf*/*  and  anon)  the  Emp^rour  made  a  crie,  that 
att  shold  come  to  the  weddyng.  and  many  come,  and  the  weddyng 
was  celebrate  witti  grete  ioye ;  and  so  bothe  thei  ledden)  and  Hved 
in  pease,  and  yelded  her  soides  to  god. 

IT  Declaracio.  IT  Dere  frendes,  this  Emp^roui'  is  our  lord  Jh.eg\x 
crist.  the  faire  and  the  glorious  doughtir,  that  made  the  vowe,  for 
sotlie  it  is  the  grace  of  [the]  hevenly  kyng[dome],  that  no  man  may 
haue  but  yf  he  do  .iij.  thynges.  IT  The  fijst  is,  to  chaunge  the  wynde 
fro  the  nortti  into  the  Est»  that  is  forto  sey,  to  chaunge  his  lyf  fro 

[Seccmd  Version.     Camhr.  MS,  Kh  1.  6.] 

wele  knowe  to  you  Jjat  in  A  man  are  .iiij.  Elemented,  and  seth  I 
haue  mote  J>e  membres  of  my  squyers  body,  so  haue  I  be  Element^?, 
&  so,  As  me  semyth,  is  a-soylyd  Jje  second  peticiofl."  The  Empero?/r 
seyde,  "  forsofe  /  Right  wele  Jjou  hast  prouyd  it.  /  Go  now  to  fe  .iij. 
ipeticion"  /  The  knyght  seyde,  "I  am  redy  to  f uH  fiH  yoMr  wyH"  / 
Anone  he  toke  a  breimeng^  cole  &  .iij.  dayes  bare  it  in  his  bosom 
wiVi-out  hurting  of  his  flesshe  /  This  sawe  J>e  Emperot/r,  &  seyde  / 
"  Say  me,  frende,  how  Jjis  may  be,  for  fe  tof er  .ij.  clerly  I  sye,  but 
how  it  may  be  of  fe  fyre  vtterly  I  not "  /  he  seyde,  "  Syr,  my  moder 
gaf*  me  a  precious  stone  by  vertu  of  J>e  whiche  J)e  fyre  may  not  noye 
me"  /  This  Emperowr  heryng*  fis  was  gladde  gretely  &  seyde, 
."  forsoj^e,  wysely  ))ou  hast  fulfilled  fe  peticions  of  my  doughter  & 
ferfor  J>ou  shalt  haue  her  to  wyf* "  /  And  Anone  Jje  Emperowr  made 
a  cry  J>at  ati  sholde  come  to  f  e  weddyng*  &  many  come  &  J)e  weddyng* 
was  celebrate  wit^  grete  loy,  &  so  bothe  lyued  in  pees,  &  yeldyd  her 
soules  to  god. 

*  leaf  237,  back. 
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wikkeJ  into  good,  and  that  is  to  chaonge  the  wynde ;.  as  Job  saitfi, 

IT  My  lifi  is  a  wynde.     The  second  is  to  mete  the  elemented     This 

metyng  is  nought  els  but  the  way  of  contricion)  and  confession),  and 

forto  se  and  mete,  what  and  how  mek^  thou  hast  trespassed  ayenst 

god.     IT  The  squyer,  that  ky  on  the  erthe,  for  sothe  is  thi  body,  that 

oweth  to  be  meke  to  the  spirite,  as  ofte  as  he  wille  mete  it  by  way 

of  penaunce ;  and  so  thou  shalt  fynd  .iv.^  fete,  that  is,  the  Fadir,  the 

sone,  and  )>e  holy  gost,  and  afi  seyntes  to  thi'  plesaunce^  alter  thou 

haat  moten)  thi  way  by  i>enaance ;  for  it  is  a  more  'fressli  ioye  of  oo 

synner  that  do1£  penaunce  for  his  synne,  than  of  many  other  that 

nede  no  penaunce.     the  .i\j.  is  to  here  fire.    This  fire  is  goddes  grace, 

tha^  save^  man  from  brennyng  of  synne;   for  whil   oure  modir, 

holy  chirche,  yaf  vs  a  stone,  that  is,  cristendom),  by  vertu  of  the 

whiche  we  shiJ}  have  the  faire  glorious/'maidon),  that  i&,  ever  lastyng 

lyf>.     to  the  which  bryng  ys  that  noble  and  blissed  Emperour  Jhesu 

crist !    Amen. 

[  XXXVn.*    leaf  64.  ] 

(of  thb  satinos  of  four  wisb  men.) 

This  is  redde  in  the  Cronycles  of  Bome,  that  in  the  tyme  of 

Antynyane,  the  Emperour,  in  the  Citee  of  Eome  befille  a  grete 

pestilence  of  men  and  bestes,  and  grete  hungre  in  aH  the  Empire. 

The  comons  risen)  agayn)  her  lordes,  and  agayn)  her  Emperour. 

%  The  Emperour  desired  to  wete  the  cause  of  the  tribulacions  and 

diseases,  and  disposed  ^hym  forto  putte  a  remedie  agayn)  the  forsaid 

disease,     he  called  to  hym  .ii^.  wise  Philisephers,  forto  shew  hym 

the  cause  of  the  grete  vengeaunce ;  IT  Of  the  whiche  philisephers  the 

first  said  thus, 

*'  gifte  is  domesman,  I       the  grete  hold^  no  laws, 

and  gile  is  ofaapman ;  |       and  seruauntes  have  none  awe.'* 

IT  The  second  said, 

"  witte  18  turned^  to  treohery,  I       the  holy  day  into  Glotonye, 

and  love  into  lechery  ;  |       and  gentrie  into  vilanye." 

%  The  thirde  said, 

"  wise  men  are  but  scorned^,  I      grete  men  are  but  g1o6ed#, 

and  Wedowes  be  sore  yemedtf ;  |       and  smale  men  bom«  downe  and 
IT  The  fourthe  sakt,  mysloved*. 


tt 


*•  lordes  wexeu  blynde, 
and  kynncsmen  beii  vnkynde  ; 


dethe  out  of  mynde, 

and  trewthe  may  no  man  fynde.*' 


"  MS.  v\j.  '  MS.  the.  »  leaf  60.  ^  leaf  54,  back. 
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[  XXXIX.  leqf  55.  ] 

(how  ▲  TAISTXR  DEPICTED  ▲  MOST  BEAUTIFUL  LADT.) 

MAmertynns  in  the  Cite  of  rome  reigned,  a  ndse  man),  in  whose 
Empiie  was  a  woman  right  fayre,  whos  name  was  Facondia, 
that  to  mannys  Eye  was  right*  gentifi  and  lonesome;  for 
whos  fayrenesse  comyn)  thre  kynges,  and  woed  here,  iro  ferre  con- 
trees,  and  of  aH  thre  she  was  defonled ;  And  in  the  Ende  for  here 
lone  was  begoii  hataylle,  and  mych  blode  was  shedde,  and  many 
were  dede  in  hataylle.     The  grete  men  and  the  wise  herdys)  this, 
and  bB.  with  oute  contradiccion)  comyn)  to  ]»e  Emperour,  and  sayden, 
"sir,  hnt  if  remedie  sone  he  putte,  we  shatt  aH  perishe."    The 
Emperotfr  saide,  '^  telle  me  the  Cause  why  1 ''  they  saydyn),  "  there 
is  a  woman),  in  jour  Empire,  whose  name  is  Eacondia,  of  so  grete 
feyrenesse,  that  for  hire  fayrenesse  is  be-goii)  grete  hataylle  in^  the 
peple,  and  mych  blode  is  spilte,  and  many  meiO  are  slayne."     The 
Emperour,  wheii)  he  herde  tlus,  he  called  to  hym)  a  messyngere,  and 
saide,  ''go  swithe,  vrith  my  letters  sealed  with  my  ryng*,  to  this 
woman),  for  whomo  is  ali  this  debate  and  striffe,  and  bryng*  here  to 
me.     she  shatt  abide  in  my  felawship,  that  the  hataylle  be  no 
lengere  kepte/'    The  messynger,  when  he  had  herde  this,  he  bowed 
his  hede  to  the  Emperoi^r,  and  saide,  "  I  am)  redie  in  att  things  to 
fulfifi  yonre  wille."    and  wente  forthe  a%one ;  and  or  he  come  to 
the  woman  Eacondia,  she  was  dede.     the  messyngere  wente  agayne, 
shewyng*  to  the  Emp«rour  that  she  was  dede.     This  herde  the 
Emperotir,  and  was  right  sorie,  and  saide,  ''  wolde  god  pat  I  had 
Bene  hire  fayrenesse,  for  the  which  many  were  slayne  in  hataylle  ! " 
The  Emperour  wolde  fayne  come  to  the  knowyng*  of  hire  fayrenesse, 
and  Called  to  hym  a  messyng^,  and  seide,  "go  aboute  att  myn 
Empire,  and  bryng<  to  me  at  a  certeyne  day  att  the  peyntours."    The 
messynger  wente,  and  come   agayne  atte  day,  and   brought  the 
peyntours  with  hym.     And  when  the  Emperoi^r  sawe  hem,  he  saide, 
"  Irendes,  this  is  the  cause  why  ye  are  gadered  be-fore  ma.    is  it 
ought  knowen  to  you,  that  a  woman),  whos  name  was  Eacondia,  was 
in  myn  Empire,  in  so  grete  a  fayrenesse,  that  for  hire  feiyrenesse 

'  andtf,  MS.  '  leaf  55,  back. 
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ancJ  loue  many  were  dede  in  bataylle  1  And  when  I  lierde  this,  I 
sente  to  hire  a  messynger,  but  or  the  messynger  come  to  hire  slie 
was  dede.  Therfore,  with  aS  your  sleight  an<J  Crafte  amonge  you, 
gothe,  an($  peynteth  an  ymage  of  hire,  to  bB.  hire  likenesse  and 
fayrenesse,  that  I  may  be-holde  hire  fayrenesse,  why  so  many  were 
slayne  for  hire  fayrenesse  and  lone."  The  peyntours  saydyn)  aXt  to- 
gedre,  "  ye  aske  of  ys  an  harde  thing*,  for  there  was  in  hire  so  grete 
a  fayrenesse,  that  no  tonge  may  it  shewe  ne  herte  thinke ;  therfore  it 
is  f  uH  harde  to  vs  to  purtray  such  an  Image,  neu^r  the  lese  there  is 
in  yo«r  empire  a  peyntoure,  comyn)  of  noble  kynrede,  that  gretly 
passith  Ts  in  sotilte  j  if*  he  were  here,  he  shuld  fullfiH  yotir  wilt  in 
all  thing*."  The  Emperour  herde  this,  and  anone  sente  messyngers 
for  hym),  that  he  shulde  sone  come  to  hym.  when  the  Emperottr 
sawe  hym,  he  saide  to  hym,  "what  is  thy  namef  he  saide, 
"  lonathas  is  my  name."  The  Emp^owr  saide,  "  f rende,  if  thou 
couthiste  peynte  to  me  the  fayrenesse  of  a  womaii),  to  aH  fayrenesse, 
thou  shuldiste  haue  of*  me  grete  mede."  "  Sir,"  he  saide,  "  I  can) 
right  wele,  so  that  I  haue  that  I  shaH  aske."  The  'Emperour  saide, 
"  what  some  euer  thou  askes  of  me,  I  shaH  gyve  the."  The  peyntour 
seide,  "  I  will,  that  aH  the  fayrest*  women  of*  the  Empire  be  brought 
be-fore  my  sight*."  and  so  it  was  done.  And  when)  the  peyntottr 
had  Inly  be-holdyn)  hem,  foure  of  fe  fayresl^  he  chose  oute,  and  the 
tothere  he  bade  go  home.  Then  he  did  make  a  walle  white,  and 
with  rede  Coloure  he  depeynted  the  Image  of*  the  woman),  more 
fayre  and  semely  then  any  of*  the  foure  women),  in  Euery  memhra 
And  when  the  Image  was  made,  ^e  Emperour  Inly  be-helde  it^  and 
seide,  "  0  1  woman),  it  was  no  wondre  that  so  many  were  dede  for 
thy  loue,  for  I  sawe  neuer  non)  so  fayre  in  ^this  lyfe.  0 1  woman, 
if  thou  ly  ved,  passyng*  aH  thing*  thou  owiste  to  loue  this  peyntoure, 
that  peynted  the  so  fayre  and  so  semely  I "  Then  the  Emperotfr 
promotid  the  peyntoure  to  grete  richesse  and  worship ;  and  so  Endid 
his  life  in  pease. 

Bednccio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Fadir  of  heuyn.  the 
woman  so  fayre  is  the  soule,  made  to  ^e  liknesse  of  god,  the  which, 
after  the  synne  of  Adam,  was  put  into  fia  worlde  to  swynke  and  ta 

>  leaf  66. 
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swete  for  his  brede.  the  which  was  biseged  of  thre  kynges,  that  is, 
of  the  fende,  the  worlde,  and  the  fleshe ;  and  many  were  dede,  for 
att  that  [were]  before  Criste  wentyn  to  Helle,  and  perishideo). 
herynge  this,  the  wise  men)  of  the  Empire,  tho  ben)  patriarkes  and 
prophetis,  thei^  Criden)  to  the  fadir  of  heuyn  for  remedie.  Then 
the  Fadir  of  heuyn)  he  sente  not  only  ooii)  messynger,  but  dyu^rse 
prophetis,  for  to  preche  to  the  woman),  that  is,  the  soule,  the  way  of 
trouthe.  neu^r  the  lese  the  soule  is  dede,  by  synne  of*  oure  fyrste 
parentes ;  wherfore  att  the  peyntours  were  Called ;  tho  be  Aungells, 
patriarkes,  and  prophete^.  and  amonge  hem  ali  is  not  fowndyn) 
oon),  that  couthe  ne  myght  the  Image,  that  is,  the  soule,  peynte  in 
so  grete  fayrenesse,  ynto  the  sotyH  peyntour  come,  that  is,  oure 
lorde  Ihesn  Criste,  that  with  rede  coloure,  that  is,  with  his  owne 
pr^ciouse  blode,  depeynted  the  soule,  when  he  bought  it  on  the 
crosse,  sufferyng*  his  peynfuH  passion).  But  this  peyntoure,  that  is, 
oure  lorde  Ihe^u  Crtste,  chose  .iiij.  of  the  fayreste  of  att  the  women), 
that  is  to  say,  [for]  the  fyrste  woman)  he  gafe  to  the  soule  weyng* 
and  leuyng*  with  trees ;  for  the  second  he  gafe  f elyng*  with  bestes ; 
for  the  thrid  and  the  fourte  he  gafe  yndirstondyng*  with  aungeHe^. 
wherfore  Euery  man  say  as  the  Emp^our  saide,  "  0  !  woman),  that 
is,  O  \  thou  soule,  if  thou  levid  in  perfite  charite,  mekitt  ought  thou 
bo-fore  att  othere  thinges  to  loue  this  peyntour,  that  is,  Ih^^u  Criste. 
Then,  if  thou  do  so,  it  foloweth  fat  foM  shalte  haue  eu^r  lastyng* 
blisse ;  to  fe  which  bryng*  vs  the  sou^raine  peyntoure  oure  mercyfutt 
lorde  Ihe«u  Criste  i  Amen  &c. 

[  XLIII.  leaf  58.  ] 
(anecdotb  of  abbot  athanasius.) 

Abbote  attanasie  saw  oii)  a  day  in  alysaundre  a  woman),  that 
was  a  mynstrett,  wele  arayed ;  and  he  wepte  faste.  and  they 
that  were  beside  saide,  "  for  why  wepe  ye  1 "  he  answerid, 
and  saide,  '^  there  be  ij  causes  why  I  wepe ;  oon)  is,  for  this  woman) 
is  loste ;  Anothere  is,  for  I  haue  not  such  a  study  to  please  god,  as 
this  woman)  hathe  to  please  you^  men  of  this  worlde.**    Amen)  &c. 

>  that,  MS. 
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[  XLIV.   ] 
(how  ▲  SON   INDUCED   HIS   FATHER  TO   BECOME  A  MONK.) 

There  was  a  riche  maD),  that  had  a  sonrie,  that  concedered  his 
life  was  hut  shorte,  and  thought  he  shuld  sone  deye.'  he 
wente  in  to  religion),  when  his  fad^  wiste  that»  he  wolde 
haue  distroyedl  the  house;  But  his  sone  Come  agayne  hym,  and 
saide,  "  sir,  why  purpose  ye  to  distroye  \\s  monestre  %  "  he  answerid, 
and  saide,  ''  my  sone,  all:  I  shidi  dystroye  hut  thou  come  home  to 
my  house.  The  sone  answerid,  and  saide,  ^  fadir,  gladly  I  wil  come 
home  to  jour  house,  if*  ye  wil  putt  awey  a  custome  oute  of  youre 
lande  that  is  there  in."  The  fadir  seide,  that  gladly  he  wolde  do  it. 
The  sone  saide,  "  alse  sone  deyeth  the  yong*  as  the  olde ;  do  awey 
this  Custome,  and  I  shall  come  to  that  londe."  This  heide  the 
Fadir,  and  atte  worde  of*  his  sone  he  lefte  the  worlde,  and  wente 
into  religion);  beholdyng*  that  dethe  is  the  messynger  of  the  hie 
Emperovr,  that  no  man)  spareth,  and  it  is  the  betille  of  hyn)  that 
made  hevyn)  and  £rth,  whom)  no  man)  may  with-stonde,  ^kc. 

[  XLV.  ] 
(a  fable  of  a  oat  and  a  mouse.) 

A  mouse  on  a  tyme  felle  into  a  bardl  of  newe  ale,  that 
spourgid,  and  myght  not  come  oute.  The  Cate  come  beside, 
and  herde  the  mouse  Crie  in  'the  barme,  pepe  !  pepe !  for 
she  myght  not  come  oute.  The  Cate  seide,  ''Why  Cries  thou!" 
the  mouse  seide,  "  for  I  may  not  come  oute."  The  Catte  saide,  "  if* 
I  delyu^  the  this  tyme,  thou  shalte  come  to  me  when  I  calle  the.** 
])e  mouse  seide,  ''  I  graunte  the,  to  come  when  thou  wilte."  The 
catte  seide,  "thou  moste  swere  to  me."  and  the  mouse  sware  to 
kepe  couenaunte.  Then  the  catte  with  his  fote  drew  oute  the 
mouse,  and  lete  hym  go.  Afterward  the  Catte  was  hongiy,  and 
come  to  the  hole  of  the  mouse,  and  called  and  bade  hire  come  to 
hym.  The  mouse  was  aferde,  and  saide,  ''  I  shaH  not  come."  the 
Catte  saide,  "thou  haste  made  an  othe  to  me,  for  to  come."  the 
mouse  saide,  "  broker,  I  was  dronkyne  when  I  sware,  and  therfore  I 

'  MS.  loue  dethe.  *  leaf  58,  back. 
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am  not  holdyii)  to  kepe  myii)  othe/'  Eight  so  many  a  num)  anJ 
woman),  when  they  were  seke,  or  in  prison),  or  in  pereH,  they  pur- 
posyn  for  to  leue  here  synne,  and  amende  here  life  with  fastyng*  an  J 
pmyere,  and  to  do  othere  werkes  of  penaunce ;  but  when  sekenesse 
or  pereH  is  passyd  from  hem,  they  make  no  force  to  fidifitt  the  othe 
or  the  be-heste  that  they  made,  for  they  sayne,  they  were  in  pereH, 
and  therfore  they  are  not  holdyn)  to  kepe  the  othe  ne  the  be-heste, 
that  they  madyn).  of*  whom)  it  is  saide,  vnto  a  tyme  they  beleuyn), 
and  in  tyme  of  temptacioii)  they  gon)  a-way  there  fro,  &c« 

[  XLVI.  ] 
(thb  adybntures  of  gautbb  in  sbaroh  of  a  kingdom.) 

Some  tyme  there  was  a  man,  that  heght  Gauteros,  ^i  sought  a 
place  and  a  state  wliere  he  myght  ail  wey  loye,  and  haue  no 
disese  in  his  fl^he,  ne  in  his  herte ;  and  this  sought  he  longe, 
in  goyng*  aboute.  Atte  laste  he  fownde  a  fayre  ladie,  whose  hous- 
bond  was  dede ;  and  saluted  here  fayre.  Than  the  lady  askid  hym 
what  he  soughte  1  he  answerid,  and  saide,  '*  lady,  I  seke  a  place  and 
a  state  where  I  may  aU  way  loye,  and  neuer  more  sorowe."  The 
ladie  saide  to  hym,  "  be  myn  housbond,  and  thou  shalte  haue  all 
necessaries.**  and  shewed  hym  halle,  and  Chambre,  and  many 
othere  goodes.  &e  askid  hire  where  he  shuld  lye  on)  njghies  1  and 
she  shewed  hym  a  bedde,  a-boute  the  which  bedde  were  on  that  oo^ 
partie  wulfis,  and  on  the  tothere  partie  wormys,  and  on  the  thrid 
partie  were  serpentes,  and  on  the  fourte  side  were  beres.  ^an 
Gaut^  seide,  ^'  how  long<  shatt  I  be  with  the,  and  where  shall  I 
haue  suche  richesse  1 "  The  ladie  seide,  "  my  housbond  is  dede,  and 
atte  laste  thou  moste  deye ;  for  the  here  shall:  sle  the,  and  I  wote 
nere  the  fyrste  nyght  or  after;  and  than)  wolfis,  wormys,  and 
serpentes  shidl  deuoure  the."  to  whome  Gaut^  seide,  all  'othere 
thinges  are  good,  but  the  bedde  feris  me ;  for  I  wolde  not  for  all  the 
worlde  lye  in  such  a  bedde."  Than)  Gaut^  wente  away  firom)  thense, 
and  come  to  a  kyngdome  where  the  kyug*  was  dede.  and  men  of 
the  kyngdome  sayden  to  hym,  "  be  oure  kyng*,  and  ^ou  shalte  haue 
aH  goodes.  se  a  paleys !  se  a  Chambre ! "  and  amonge  othere  they 
*  MS.  the  too.  *  leaf  69. 
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shewed  to  hym  such  a  bedde  as  he  sawe  be-fore,  sette  a-boute  with 
the  forsaide  bestes.  Than  Gaut^r  saide,  ''shati:  ought*  thes  bestes 
noye  me  ? "  they  answerid,  and  seide,  "  the  here  shatt  sle  the,  and 
the  othere  bestes  shaH  deuoure  the,  as  it  is  done  to  othere  kynges ; 
but  we  wote  not  when."  and  he  saide,  ''swich  a  kyngdome  is 
perelous,  and  the  bedde  is  lothe  to  me ;  and  ^rfore  I  go  hense." 
than  he  wente  forthe  his  way,  tiH  he  come  to  a  place  where  he 
fownde  an  olde  man),  sittyng*  atte  fete  of  a  laddeie,  fat  was  sette  to 
a  walle,  the  which  laddere  had  iij  staues.  The  olde  man  askyd 
what  he  sought*  1  Gauter  seide,  "  A  stide  where  I  may  aR  wey  loye, 
and  no  disese  suffere."  The  olde  man  seide,  "  if*  thou  go  yp  on  the 
walle  by  this  laddere,  thou  shalte  fynde  what  thou  sekes."  Gauters 
wente  vp,  and  fownde  what  he  had  longe  sought. 

[Deolaracic]  What*  wordly  man)  sekis  thes  thre,  or  any  of  hem, 
that  is  to  saye,  a  fayre  woman)  for  lechery,  or  dignite  or  vayne  glorie, 
or  golde  and  syluer  for  couetise,  but  if*  he  loke  deligently  in  what 
bedde  hym  behouys  to  lye,  with  a  grete  studie  he  shaH  fle  such 
thinges.  for  in  the  beddes  hede  stondith  the  bere,  that  is,  dethe, 
fat  spareth  no  maii) ;  as  it  is  saide  in  Ose,  I  shaH  come  to  hem  as  a 
bere  whos  whelpes  are  take  awaye,  that  of  grete  Ire  spareth  no  beste. 
no  more  dethe  dothe  man).  The  wolfis  ame  his  kynsmen),  or  the 
kynges  mynystres,  or  EuyH  Executours,  that  taken  a&  ])e  goodes  of 
^Q  dede,  and  deuouren)  hem,  and  of  the  dede  they  makyn)  no  force. 
The  wormys  f retyn)  the  body ;  and  the  serpentes  ame  the  deuyls, 
that  beryn  away  the  soule  of  ]>e  wicked  maii),  and  punyshith  it  with 
dyuerse  tormented^;  as  it  is  saide  in  ecclesiastics,  when  the  wicked 
man)  deieth,  he  shaH  take  to  his  heritage  serpentes,  bestes,  and 
wormys.  The  wicked  maii)  is  deuyded  into  iij  parties  when  he 
deieth.  the  serpentes,  that  ben  deuyls,  shaH  bere  a-way  his  soule  -, 
the  bestes,  tho  ben  bestiaH  men  that  leuyn  bestially^  shaH  bere  away 
his  goodes ;  and  the  wormys  aH  only  shaH  bere  away  his  Careyn), 
and  resseyue  it.  whereof*  an  Ensample.  It  happenyd,  that  a  lorde 
mette  with  the  berers  of  a  dede  monke,  an  vserere,  and  his  pense.* 
the  lorde  askid,  what  they  bare?  they  seide,  ^Hhe  ''body  of  the 
man),  and  his  pens,  that  he  toke  to  vs.''     the  lorde  seide,  "  not  so, 

'  tornementes,  MS.  '  spense,  MS.  '  leaf  59,  back. 
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for  he  was  my  mai]} ;  but  ye  an()  wonnys  shaH  haue  his  bodyy  &nd  I 
shaH  haue  his  pens;  and  the  deuyls  shaH  here  away  the  soule.'' 
Therfore  we  that  wil  haue  a  place  of  reste,  withoute  disese  or  noye, 
lete  YB  assende  yp  with^  Gautar  by  the  goldyn)  laddere  j  of  the  which 
the  fyiste  staffe  is  contncion)  of  herte,  the  second  staffe  is  trew  con* 
fession),  the  thrid  staff  is  trew  satisfaccion).  if^  ye  wil  go  vpon)  these 
iij  staTes  of  the  laddere,  we  shuH  come  to  the  loye  and  reste  of* 
Euerlastyngf  life,  where  is  no  disese.     Amen. 

[  XLVII.  ] 

(of  a  HOUSB  upon  WHIGH  THB  SUN  ALWAYS  SHONB.) 

BEyonde  the  see  was  a  noble  ladie,  on  whose  house  ali  way  the 
sone  shone  on^  the  day,  and  on  the  nyght*  the  mone.  Of^ 
this  many  men)  mervayled.  atte  laste  the  fame  of*  this  come 
to  the  byshope,  a  worthy  man) ;  and  he  wente  for  to  se  here,  hopyng* 
that  she  was  of*  grete  penaunce  in  clothing*,  or  in  mete,  or  in  othere 
thinges ;  and  when  he  come,  he  saw  here  ali  wey  mery  and  glad, 
the  bishope  saide,  '*  dame,  what  £te  ye  1  *'  she  answerid,  and  saide, 
that  dyuarse  metes  and  delicate.  Then  he  asked,  if  she  vsed  the 
hayre  1  .  she  sayde,  "  nay."  Af t^  this  the  byshope  menrayled,  that 
god  wolde  shew  so  grete  menrayti  for  such  a  womau).  and  when  he 
had  take  his  leue  of  ^e  ladie,  and  was  gon)  his  way,  he  thought  he 
wolde  aske  here  more  of*  anothere  thing* ;  and  wente  agayne  to  here»- 
and  saide,  **  loue  ye  not  mekiH  Ihe^u  Criste  f  "  she  saide,  '^  yis,  I 
loiie  hym,  for  he  is  att  my  loue ;  for  wheii)  I  thinke  on)  his  swet- 
nesse,  I  may  not  with-holde  my  self*  for  gladnesse  and  myrthe  that 
I  Euer  fele  in  hym."    &c. 

[  XLVin.  ] 

(tHB  BAOLE   AND   GROW.) 

In  a  tyme  the  Egle  had  sore  Eyen);  and  he  cownseyled  with 
the  Crowe,^  and  asked,  what  he  myght  do  agayne  the  disese. 
The  Crow  seide,  ''  I  shaH  bryng*  the  an  herbe,  that  shaU  make 
thyn)  Eeyn)  hole,  if  thou^  wilte  gife  me  good  hire  for  my  laboure." 
The  Egle  seide,  <'  if  thou^  make  myii)  Eyen  hole,  thou  shalte  haue 
'  by,  MS.  »  and*  on,  MS.  •  Crowes,  MS. 
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wele  for  thy  trauayle.**  Then  the  Crow  toke  Onyonus  and  Bpomge, 
and  made  ^eroi  a  playst^,  and  leyde  it  on)  the  Elgles  Eyeii) ;  and  in 
shorte  tyme  he  was  blynde.  Then  the  crowe  toke  the  hzyddys  of 
the  £lglex  <^^  deuoured  hem);  and  disesed  the  £lg1e  with  many 
betynges.  the  Ilgle  than  saide  to  the  crowe,  ''  acnrsyd  be  thou'  and 
thy  medisyne  also ;  for  ])oa  haste  made  me  blynde,  and  deuoniyd 
My  bryddys,  and  Be8iB[t]  not  to  bete  me."  The  crow  seide,  ''alae 
longe  as  thou  myght  se,  I  myght  not  come  by  thy  briddes,  that  I 
gretly  desyred,  but  now  \ai  I  desyied  is  fufi^filled."  This  £gle 
be-tokenyth  a  prelate,  that  bathe  Eyen)  opyn)  to  kepe  the  flock  that 
is  comitted  to  hym.  But  the  deuyH,  Enemy  of*  mankynde,  is  fuU 
besy  to  sle  goddis  flock,  and  to  deuoure  it ;  and  therfore  alse  longe 
as  the  prelate  hath  the  Eyen  opyn),  he  is  not*  disseyued  of  his  deeyie, 
But  then  comys  the  deuyH,  and  makys  a  playster  of  gaderyng*  to- 
gadre  of  wordly  goodes,  and  castis  it  in  the  Eyen)  of  the  prelate,  that 
they  mow  not  be-holde  heuynly  thingea.  for  all  here  studio  is 
granges,  shepe,  nete,  and  rentes,  and  to  gadra  to-gedra  gold  and 
syluer ;  and  so  theyre  gostly  Eyen)  are  made  blynde,  and  putt  oate. 
and  so  the  Crowe,  that  is,  the  DeuyH,  takes  the  bryddes  of  the  Egle, 
that  is,  the  prelate,  and  hym)  Euerlastyng*  betys  ^mXh  peynes  of 
helloi  but  if  he  amende  liym  or  he  deye. 

[  XLIX.  ] 

(THS  wolf  and  THB  8WINB.) 

Alewde  man  on  a  tyme  askid  a  clerk,  "What  loye  is  in 
Paradise  1"  the  clerk*  saide, ''  there  is  such  a  loye,  that  In  en^ 
sawe,  ne  neuer  herd,  ne  assendid  in  mannys  herte,  that  onie 
lord  hath  ordeyned  to  his  loners."  Than  saide  the  lewde  man),  that 
lovyd  wele  houndes,  be  cause  of*  huntyng*,  and  hawkys,  and  othere 
wordly  games,  "  Syii)  all  loye  shall  be  there,  are  there  any  houndes 
or  hawkesf"  the  clerke  seide,  ''god  for-bede,  \ai  houndes  or 
hawkes  shuld  come  in  so  mety  a  place  1 "  Than  saide  the  lewd  mail), 
"forsothe,  if  hawkes  and  houndes  were  there,  I  shuld  ^  more 
desyre  to  go  to  swich  a  place,  that  is  so  fuH  of  loye."  The  clerke 
answerid,  and  seide,  "the  lyoun)  on  a  tyme  made  a  festOi  to  the 
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which  he  called  many  bestes,  and  gafe.  hem  dynerse  and  sondry 
fleshee,  and  many  othere  delites ;  and  when  the  feste  was  done,  the 
bestes  wente  home  to  here  owne  places.  It  happenyd  that  the  wolf* 
fownde  a  swyne  in  the  way,  Etyng<  draffe  and  drestes.  then  the 
swyne  saide  to  the  wolfe,  "  from)  whense  comes  thou  1  '*  he  saide, 
**  from  the  noble  feste  of  the  lyon) ;  was  not  thou  there  1 "  the  swyne 
saide,  "no."  "were  there  not,"  saide  the  swyne,  "many  fayre 
messes,  and  many  delites?"  the  wolf*  saide,  "yis,  forsothe,  ^ey 
were  fayre,  and  wele  arayed."  The  swyn)  saide,  "was  there  any 
draffe  or  drestes  1"  The  wolfe  saide,  "a  !  thou  cursed  wrech,  what* 
askes  thou  1  God  forbede,  that  in  so  worthy  a  feste  shuld  be  so 
fonle  a  mete  ! "  On  the  same  wise  there  be  many  in  this  worlde, 
that  desyren)  and  seken)  but  draffe  and  drestes^  that  is,  lecherie,  and 
lustes  of  this  worlde,  and  delites  of  the  fleshe ;  of*  which  o.-<pe  saithe, 
the  Prophete,  god  loued  the  childryn)  of  Isarett,  and  they  tokyn)  hede 
to  othere  goodes,  and  louedyn)^  draffe  of  grapes,  or  beuerage,  ^that  is, 
they  lovedyn  draffe  of  lechery,  And  othere  flesshly  lustes,  more  than 
the  grete  loye  of  paradise ;  therfore  they  come  neuere  to  the  londe 
of  the  be-heste.  no  more  shall  swich  men  and  women  come  to  the 
loye  of  paradise,  that  lonyn)  more  draffe  and  drestes,  that  is, 
lustes  and  lykynges  of  the  flesshe,  but  they  amende  hem  or  they 
deye. 

[L.] 

(fABLB  of  THB   ASS   AND   THE   SWINE.) 

The  asse  sawe  ofte  sithes,  how  draffe,  drestes,  and  benes,  pese, 
and  brede,  was  gyven)  to  the  swyne ;  and  they  Etyn)  faste, 
and  traueylid  not,  but  when)  they  hade  Etyii),  they  leide  hem 
downe  and  slepte.  The  asse  thought*  in  hym  self*,  and  seide,  "  the 
swyne  are  wele  at  ease ;  they  Etyn)  and  drynkyn),  and  wirke  not* ; 
an<|  I  swynk,  and  laboure  aR  day,  and  litiH  Ete.  I  shidl  fayne  me 
seke."  and  did  so,  and  seke  he  lay  stiti:.  that  sawe  his  mayst^, 
and  priked  hym  for  to  ryse ;  and  he  wolde  not,  but  groned,  and 
sorowed,  and  laye  stille.  Than)  saide  his  mayst^  to  his  wyfe,  "  the 
Asse  is  seke."  she  seide,  "  sithen)  it  is  so,  lette  ts  gyfe  hym)  good 
mete,  brede,  and  branne,  and  here  to  hym  watyr."     and  so  they 
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didden).  but  the  Asse  Ete  fyrste  but  a  lititi,  and  afterward  Ete 
Enoughe,  and  was  made  fatte ;  And  seide  to  hjm  selfe,  "  I  bane  a 
good  worlde  Atte  laste ! "  the  bogges  were  made  fatte ;  tben  the 
mayster  sente  for  the  bucbere,  with  bis  axe  and  bis  knyfe,  for  to  file 
the  bogges;  And  when  the  bucbere  was  comyn),  be  slows  the 
bogges.  That  sawe  the  asse,  and  was  aferde,  leste  they  sbuld  slee 
hym,  when  be  were  fatte ;  And  seide  in  bym  selfe,  "  for  sotbe,  I 
bad  leuer  laboure,  and  haue  myn  olde  life  in  swynke  and  in  swete, 
than  be  thus  slayne,  as  the  swyne  are."  and  be  wente  oute  of  the 
stabill:,  and  skipped  be-iore  bis  mayster ;  that  toke  bym,  and  putt 
bym  to  bis  olde  laboure. 

Deolaraeio.  The  swyn  be-tokyn  riche  men  and  women,  ^t 
Clothen  hem  selfe  wordly,  and  Etyn)  and  drynkyii)  deyntetbly,  and 
shynyngly,  and  trauayle  not.  for  sothe  such  are  clerkes,  and  swyne 
of*  the  deuyH,  in  which  Entryn)  vnclene  sperites,  that  casten)  hem  in 
the  see,  and  drownyn)  hem  in  the  bitter  peynes  of  belle.  The  asse, 
vppoh)  the  which  Cnste  rideth,  is  the  rightwisman)  and  woman), 
that  is  in  good  laboure,  and  studie  bothe  in  cloyster  and  in  felde. 
Therfore  it  is  better  to  laboure,  and  to  lede  a  laborers  life,  with  the 
rightwisman),  than  wrechidly  to  be  slayne  with  fe  swyne,  and 
perische  with  the  wicked  man,  of  the  which  spekith  lobe,  thej 
ledyn),  be  saythe,  theyre  dayes  in  lustys  and  lykynges,  ^And  wele 
fare,  And  in  a  poynte  gon)  downe  to  belle,  god  kepe  vs  fer  fro, 
and  bryng*  ts  to  the  blisse,  }at  neuer  shaH  haue  an  Endel 
Amen. 

[LI.] 

(fable  of  the  ben  and  her  0HICKEN8.) 

Of  te  sitbes  the  benne  gaderith  to-gedre  here  briddes  vndere  here 
wynges,  and  namely  a  gayne  the  puttock.  If  bappenyd  onys, 
that  the  puttok  come  flyeng^,  and  houyd  ouer  the  benne  and 
hire  briddes.  the  benne  perceyued  that,  and  Called  here  cbekyns, 
for  to  haue  refute  vndire  here  wynges.  they  come  rennyng*  a&  safe 
oon),  that  had  fownde  a  worme,  and  picked  faste  thereon),  for  to  Ete 
it.    And  in  the  meane  tyme  come  the  puttok,  and  toke  bym,  and 

bare  bym)  awaye. 
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Declaracio.  now  gostly,  so  oure  lorde  calleth  vs  from  synne, 
that  we  shuld  fle  to  the  wynges  of  his  proteccion) ;  but  many  ther 
be,  fleyng*  the  deayH  abouyn  hem,  and  temptyng*,  they  flyene^  from 
ciiste  to  the  wonne  of  synne,  that  is,  they  drawe  to  lecherye,  and 
dronkjrnship,  and  couetyse.  Atte  laste  comys  the  puttock,  that  is, 
the  fende,  and  takes  the  Chekyii),  that  is,  such  a  synfutt  man,  and 
beiis  hym  a-waye ;  of*  the  which  is  wntten  in  lobe,  that  seithe,  the 
swetnesse  of  synne  is  the  wonne.  Therfore  fle  we  the  puttok  of 
helle  vnto  the  wynges  of  cnste,  sekyng«  there  an  hydyng*,  thinkyng* 
on  hym  selfe,  folowyng*  hym  that  seide,  he  that  f olowes  me,  walkes 
not  in  derknesse,  but  he  shati  haue  the  light*  of  life,  that  Euer  shall 
laste.     )>is  sayeth  oure  lorde  lesa  Criste.     Amen  &c. 

[LII.  ] 
(the  fable  of  the  oat  and  the  fox.) 

The  foxe  and  the  Catte  mette  onys  to-gedgre.  the  foxe  seide 
to  the  Catte,  "  how  many  wyles  or  sleightes  haste  thou,  or 
knowesi"  The  Catte  seide,  "but  oon  alone."  The  foxe 
seide,  "what  is  that]"  The  Catte  seide,  "  when  houndes  folow  me, 
I  can)  renne  ypon)  a  tre,  and  so  scape  from  hem."  Then  the  catte 
askid  the  foxe,  how  many  wiles  or  sleightes  he  had,  or  knewe  ?  he 
saide,  "  I  haue  xyiij*".  and  a  bage  full  moo ;  therfore  come  with  me, 
and  I  sh^  teche  the  my  craf te ;  and  when  thou  knowes  hem,  thou 
shalte  wele  scape  the  bytyng*  of  the  houndes."  and  they  wentyn 
to-gedre.  they  herd  hunters  and  houndes,  folowyng*  hem  at  here 
back.  The  Catte  seide,  "  I  here  houndes,  and  am  aferde."  then 
seide  ]>e  foxe,  "  drede  the  not,  thegh  the  houndes  come  nere."  The 
catte  [seide],  "  fore  sothe  I  folowe  no  leDgere  the ;  I  wil  vse  myu 
owne  wile^."  and  wente  vp  into  a  Tree,  and  so  scaped  the  houndes. 
And  the  houndes  folowdyn,  and  anone  f elle  on  the  foxe,  and  tokyn) 
'hym.  The  catte  sate  on  lofte,  on  the  tree,  and  beheld  what  they 
didden  to  the  foxe ;  and  cried,  "  foxe !  opyn  thi  bagge  of*  wiles, 
and  helpe  thy  self e,  for  thou  haddiste  neuer  more  nede ;  for  all  thy 
wiles  helpith  the  not ! " 

■  flyengtf,  MS.  *  MS.  wille.  '  leaf  61,  back. 
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Declaraoio.  Be  the  Catte  are  vndirstondyn  sympitt  men  anJ 
women,  that  can)  but  oon)  wile,  or  oon)  crafte,  that  is,  forto  calle  to 
god,  he  contemplation),  and  to  assende  be  feithe  vpon  the  tree  of 
cristes  crosse;  and  so  are  delyn^j-ed  from  the  hoimdes  of  the 
Enemeys  of  mankynde.  But  hi  the  foxe  are  vndirstondyn  Tokettes, 
prelates  of  causes  temporatt,  courteers,  lurrours,  and  wily  men),  that 
han  zviij*".  sleightes,  and  wiles  passyng*  tho  a  pokefoH.  Atte  laste 
comyn  the  hunters  of  helle,  with  here  houndes,  and  folowen  hem, 
and  taken  hem,  and  rende  hem.  Than  seithe  the  Catte,  that  sitteth 
on  the  tree  of  cristes  Crosse,  that  bethe  rightf  uH  man,  "  foxe  !  opyn 
thi  bagge,  and  lette  oute  thi  wiles,  and  help  thy  self* ! "  that  is,  "ye 
wily  men),  Caste  oute  youre  synnes  be  confession),  contricion),  and 
satisf accion) ;  and  so  helpe  youre  selfe,  while  ye  lyve,  or  elles  ye 
shuH  be  dede,  bothe  bodely  and  gostely,  withoutyn)  doute." 
Amen,  &o, 

[  LIII.  ] 

(the   moral  lesson   TAUaHT  BT  THE  ANTS.) 

Pissem^rs  in  somere  are  besy,  and  rennyn)  faste  aboute  to  make 
an  hepe  stuffed  with  whete,  with  the  which  they  mow  leuyn) 
in  wyntere.  but  when  they  han)  afi  gadered,  there  comyth 
some  tyme  swyne,  and  distroyen  it,  and  wastyn)  it,  and  £ten  it  ofte 
sithes.  Eight  so  ofte  sithes  many  riche  men)  gaderyn)  richesse  ;  bat 
some  tyme  comyn  the  kynges  mynysters,  or  of*  lordes,  or  othere 
rauenours,  that  ben  Eyres  and  executores,  and  wastyn,  and  distroyen) 
that  they  han)  gadered.  As  dauid  seith  in  the  sawter,  swich  men 
leuyn)  theyre  richesse  to  othere ;  and  also  he  seithe,  they  tresoryn 
and  hepyn,  they  wote  nere  to  whome  they  gaderyn)  hem ;  and  ther- 
fore  haue  they  no  profite  of  hem,  no  more  than  the  pissmers  haddyn) 
of  here  longe  gaderynge.     Amen  &c. 

[  I-IV-  ] 

(the  burial  of  the  WOLF.) 

t'  happenyd  on  a  tyme,  that  the  wolf"  was  dede ;  for  whose  dethe 
the  lyori)  was  sorye,  and  gadered  many  bestes  to-gedre,  for  to 
kepe  his  derigo,  an  ^  his  messe,  and  to  bery  hym.     The  lyon) 
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made  a  wolfe  to  bere  the  holy  watir ;  ij.  yrchyns  to  here  the  tapers ; 
Gete  to  ryng^  the  belles;  foxes  to  bere  the  beere.  The  bere  seid 
^the  masse ;  The  asse  redde  the  apistille ;  The  Oxe  redde  the  gospeH. 
and  when  messe  was  done,  anci  the  wolfe  was  buriec),  they  madyn 
a  feste  of  his  goodes ;  and  ati:  the  bestes  were  there  wele  f edde  and 
lyally,  and  they  desyredyn)  such  anothere  buryeng*.  Eight  so  of te 
sithes  it  faUeth,  when  a  riche  man)  or  an  vserere  is  dede,  an  abbote 
or  a  prelate  makes  come  to-gedre  a  Couente  of  bestes,  ]>at  is,  bestiali 
leuynge.  It  happenyth  some  tyme  in  a  grete  Couente,  that  there 
are  many  bestes,  that  is  to  saye,  lyouns  be  pride,  Foxes  be  fraude 
and  wiles,  Beres  be  deuouryng*,  Gete  be  stynke  of  lechery,  Assis  be 
slouthe,  vrchons  be  sharpnesse,  hares  be  drede.  for  they  tremyH  in 
drede,  where  was  no  drede ;  they  sekyn)  Temporal  goodes,  but  they 
drede  not  to  lese  Euerelastyng*  goodes ;  And  fat  is  grete  pilie,  with 
outyn)  f ayle.     Amen,  &c, 

[LVL] 

(tHB  APB  AND  THB  NTJTS.) 

Pe  ape  wil  gladly  Ete  the  kymeH  of  the  note,  for  it  is  swete ; 
but  when  he  sauours  the  soure  barke  with  oute,  for  bittcr- 
nesse  he  leuyth  the  swete  kymeH  with  in,  and  Castes  away 
the  note  with  the  kymeH.  So  it  is  of  men),  that  ben)  fooles,  for 
vndir  bitt^messe  of  this  prcsente  peyne  is  hidd  the  loye  of  heuyn) 
life,  but  this  bitt^messe  the  rightwis  man)  forsakes  to  taste,  that  is, 
for  to  faste,  pray,  and  do  ofere  ^werkes  of  penaunce;  And  so  he 
castes  away  the  swete  kyrneH,  that  is,  he  losith  the  swetnesse  of 
heuynly  life,  that  is,  Euerlastyng*  loye.  to  fe  which  bryng*  vs  oure 
lorde  JesuL  Criste  I  Amen),  &c. 

[LVIL  ] 

(tHB  wolf   and  THB  HARB.) 

wolfe  and  an  hare  mette  onys  to-gedre ;  and  the  wolfe  seide 

to  the  hare,  "amonge  aH  bestes  thou  arte  a  ferdfuH  beste; 

arste  thou  wrastiH  with  me  1 "    the  hare  saide,  "  yee,  with 

'  leaf  62.  '  leaf  62,  back. 
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the,  att  though  thou  haue  a  grete  body,  and  I  a  litiU."  The  wolfe 
had  indignactOD),  and  seide,  **  I  wil  make  wit&  the  a  couenatinte  of 
X*.  agaynes  ooid,  that  I  shall  ouereoome  the."  when  the  couenaunte 
was  made,  that  they  shuld  wrastiti.  The  wolfe  ranne  towarde  the 
hare,  for  to  take  hym,  and  deuoure  hym.  The  hare  lanne  faste 
away,  and  the  wolfe,  as  he  myghf ,  folowed  faste  after ;  but  the  haie 
ranne  fastere.  The  wolfe  was  wery,  and  sette  hym)  dowue  on  the 
Erthe,  for  he  myght  not  renne  no  lengere.  the  hare  turned  a-gayne 
and  saide,  ''now  thou  arte  ouere-<x>myii),  and. Caste  downe  to  the 
Erthe.*'  The  wolfe  seide  agayne, ''  I  am)  not  ouere-comyn),  for  thou 
a-bode  me  not."  the  hare  seide,  '*  what  wrastlyng<  shuld  be  by-twene 
the  and  me  f  thou  haste  a  body  thre-f olde  more  than)  I ;  and  if^ 
thou  haddiste  me  in  thy  mouthe,  thou  myghtisf  deuoure  me,  for  I 
feght  not  but  with  fleyng* ;  and  for  thou  arte  ou^rcomyn),  yelde  )Kit 
thou  owes."  The  wolfe  seide,  "  nay."  and  so  stryfFe  rose  betwene 
hem) ;  and  [thei]  wentyu)  to  the  lyoii),  to  haue  a  dome.  The  lyon) 
demyd  the  wolfe  ouere-comyn),  and  to  pay  the  Couenaunte.  Bight 
so  what  man)  or  woman)  that  wil  wrastiti  or  feght  with  lechery,  the 
worlde,  and  the  Enemy,  the  Fende,  he  sitteth  suerly,  and  ouere^ 
comyth  myghtely  with  fleyng* ;  for  it  is  an  olde  sawe,  he  feghtith 
wele  that  fleith  faste.  and  seynte  Poule  seithe,  flee  fomicacioo); 
also  seynte  Austyu)  seithe,  that  a  man)  or  a  woman)  may  abide  the 
conflicte  of  aH  vices,  but  this  he  moste  flee ;  and  so  lechery  with 
fleyng  is  ouercomyn),  &c. 

[  LVIII.  ] 
(of  a  countbtman  who  was  invited  to  a  feast.) 

ACherle  was  bidder)  of  his  lords  to  a  f este  Hyali ;  and  when  he 
Come  to  the  yates  of  his  lorde,  he  sawe  stynkyng*  water  in 
the  dyke ;  and  for  he  some  what  thrustid,  he  filled  his  bely 
of  the  stynkyng^  water,  and  ati  his  felawes  seide  to  hym,  "  brother, 
the  lorde  hath  arrayed  a  noble  mete  and  drynke  to  the ;  Therf ore 
abstene  the  from  this  stynkyng^  watere."  but  he  wold  not  leve  it. 
and  when)  he  Come  to  mete,  he  myght  not  take  of*  the  noble  and 
deynteth  metes,  [but]  be-fore  hem)  aH  he  caste  oute  the  rotyii)  watyr. 
Eight  80  in  this  worlde  some  mcri)  vsyn)  delites  and  lustys  that 
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Btynkyii),  that  when  they  comyn)  to  ^  lordes  sopere,  wrechid 
synnerB  mow  not  take  therof,  but  lathere  vnclenly  ^Casten  oute 
be-foie  aH  the  stynkyng*  Drynke  that  they  drynkyo),  but  if  they  be 
pouiged  by  the  medicyne  of  penaunce  in  this  life,  wherfore  oure 
lorde  seithe  be  leromye  the  Prophete,  what  wilte  thou  to  the  way  of 
Egipte,  that  thou  drynkys  rotyn)  water,  or  in  the  way  of*  assure, 
that  thou  drynke  watere  of  the  flodel  that  is,  in  the  watire  and 
way  in  this  worlde.  and  deuyls  ame  in  the  way  of  vices  and 
•lustes,  the  which  are  in  taste  but  rotyn)  watire,  and  stynkyug*. 
Therfore  abstene  we  vs  from  vnlefuH  thinges,  that  we  mowe  be 
fullfilled  with  the  mete  of  aungells,  and  wele  sauoured  with 
dyuerse  delites,  the  which  may  be  wele  sauoured  in  the  blisse  of* 
heuyn)! 

[  LIX.  ] 

(how  a  CLERK  AVOIDED  HIS  CONTRACT  WITH  THE  DEVIL.) 

%  In  the  Cite  of  rome  was  a  senatoure,  that  had  a  doughter,  the 
which  he  wolde  make  a  nonne,  for  to  pray  for  his  soule ;  the  which 
a  clerke  louyd  brennyngly,  but  he  durste  not  shewe  his  grete  loue  to 
hire,  for  they  were  not  Euyu)  of  byrthe.  The  clerke  wente  to  a 
conleroure  of  deuyls,  and  praide  hym  to  helpe  hym,  and  infourme 
in  this  nede.  he  saide,  ''I  shaH,"  and  made  hym  a  letter,  and 
bade  hym)  go  vnto  an  vnhoneste  place,  where  pa3mems  dwelled,  and 
there  he  shuld  rede  his  letter.  Come  the  fende,  and  seide,  *'  What 
w^ilte  thou,  \a\,  I  do  to  the  1 "  he  saide,  '^  that  I  may  haue  such  a 
maydyn)."  the  deuyti  seide,  "  deny  the  sone  of  god,  and  his  modiie, 
and  the  feithe  of  holye  kyrke."  The  clerke  saide,  "gladly  I  shaH 
do  that."  The  deuyti:  seide,  "  I  leue  \%  not,  but  if  thou  make  me  a 
chartoure,  written  -with  thyu)  owne  hande."  The  Clerke  did  so. 
when  this  was  done,  the  deuyH  so  stirred  the  maydyn),  that  she 
louyd  hym)  more  than  he  did  here.  Than  she  seide  to  here  fadire, 
''  I  wil  on  9&  wise  haue  that  yonge  man)  to  myn)  housbonde." 
The  Fadir  was  soiy,  and  seide,  "  doughter,  I  wende  thou  woldiste 
haue  bene  a  nonne,  as  thou  beheghtist*  me,  and  haue  praide  for  me, 
when  I  had  ben)  dede ;   and  now  thou  seyste  thou  wilte  haue  an 

*  leaf  63. 
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housbonde  1 "    she  saide,  ''  alas  !  Fadir,  I  moste  baue  hym,  or  Elles 
I  shatt  deye."    Then  atte  laste  they  were  weddid.     The  yonge  man 
volde  not  come  into  the  chiiche,  as  a  Cristen  man),  but  dispised 
the  chirche,  as  a  man  dispayred  of  the  mercy  of  god.     when  his 
wife  wiste,  she  askid  hym,  why  he  come  not  ^e  kyrkl    and  he 
tolde  hire  aJA  how  he  had  done  ?     She  praide  hym  to  go  with  here 
to  an  holy  bishope,  and  tolde  hym  what  he  had  done.    The  bishope 
Beide,  "  aone,  hope  in  god,  and  beleue  in  the  sacrementes  of  holy 
chirche,  and  be  confessid  of  synnes."    and  so  he  was  confessid 
with  grete  sorowe.     The  byshope  trustyng*  on  the  mercy  of  god, 
made  hym  to  be  shitte  be-hynde  the  autere,  for  to  do  penaunce  *iij. 
dayes.     The  fyrste  day^  the  deny  Is  were  there.  And  betyn)  hym, 
sayeng*,  "wenys  thou,  wreche,  for  to  disseyue  vsl    se  here  thy 
Chartoure,  that  come  to  vs,  and  we  come  not  to  the."     And  after 
the  seconde  day  come  the  bishope,  and  vesite  hym,  and  seide,  ''  dere 
Bone,  drede  the  not,  for  yette  thou  moste  be  stiile,  titi  the  thrid 
day."     and  so  he  was.     The  deuyls  comyn),  but  he  sawe  hem)  not  as 
he  did  be-fore,  but  he  herde  hem) ;  but  they  did  hym  no  hanne,  but 
thratte  hym.     when  the  thrid  day  was  gone,  the  bishope  asked 
hym,  how  he  fared  ?    he  saide  *'  wele,  blessyd  be  god  1  hooly  thy 
prayers  haue  ouercomyn  the  deuyls,  so  Jat  they  hari)  not  noyed  me." 
Then)  the  bishope,  on)  the  haliday  next,  ladde  the  yonge  mao) 
with  hym)  to  the  chirche,  and  come  be-fore  the  peple  in  the  proces- 
sion).    Then  come  the  deuyls,  be-fore  ali  the  peple,  and  wolde  haue 
drawen)  [hym]  oute  of  the  bishopes  handes;   so  that  the  bishope 
felte  the  drawyng^  of  the  fende.     Then  the  bishope  seide  with  an 
highe  voice,  be-fore  aH  the  peple,  "  wrechid  deuyls,  it  shaH  not  be 
80."     and  praide  to  M  the  peple,   to  lyfte  vp   here  handes  to 
god,  and  that  they  shuld  not  leue,   titt   the  yonge    man)  were 
delyuered.     and  so  it  was  done,     and  so  the  deuyls  lafte  the  yonge 
man),  that  was  af erde,  and  sorie ;  and  also  lete  the  Chartoure  falle 
oute  of*  the  Eyre  into  the  byshopes  handes.     than  they  aH  thanked 
god,  for  the  delyueryng^  of  the  yonge  synfuH  man).    Amen),  &c. 

*  leaf  63,  back.  '  dBjes,  MS. 


IX   THB  OLBBK  AND  THB  HEATHSN   WOMAN.      ADDIT.  9066.      377 

[IX] 
(of  a  olerk  who  loved  a  heathen  maiden.) 

SOme  tyme  there  was  a  clerke,  that  the  deuyii  was  Besy  aphoute, 
to  confownde  and  hrynge  into  synne,  and  made  hym  to 
brenne  in  the  loue  of  a  woman),  be  his  suggestion) ;  the  which 
woman)  was  a  paynym),^  that  wolde  on  no  wise  consente  to  hym, 
with  oute  assente  of  here  fadire.  she  wente  and  tolde  here  fadire, 
that  a  derke  louyd  here,  the  Fader  seide,  **  I  shail  aske  cownsaylle 
of  my  god  of  this  thing*.''  he  wente,  and  asked  his  god.  his  god 
seide,  with  this  condicion)  he  shold  assente,  if*  he  wolde  forsake 
criste,  of  whome  he  was  Called  a  cr/sten  man,  and  blessyd  Marie, 
the  which  i^  wey  prayeth  for  synfutt  men)  and  women).  The  fadir 
seide  to  the  clerke,  "  I  wil  consente  to  the,  if*  thou  wilt  forsake  the 
lawe  of  thy  god."  The  Clerke  seide,  "I  wil,  and  forsake  Criste, 
and  oure  ladie."  The  woman)  wolde  not  yete  assente,  but  hire 
fadire  had  take  cownsayle  efte  sonys  of  his  god.  The  fadir  of  the 
maydyn)  wente  to  his  gode,  and  tolde  hym  how  the  Clerke  had 
forsakyn)  Criste  and  marie.  "What^  sayest  foul"  his  god  seide, 
"if*  he  haue  forsakyn)  Criste,  Criste  hathe  not  forsakyn)  ^him,  if<  he 
wolde  be  sorie  for  his  synne.  And  aske  mercy."  The  fadir  of  the 
maydyn  tolde  the  clerke  what  his  god  had  saide.  The  clerk  herde 
this,  and  herde  that  his  ydole  knewe  this,  and  wiste  wele  he  seide 
Bothe.  he  was  sory,  and  askid  mercy  of  god,  and  afterwards  leuyd 
relegiously.  Also  the  hethen)  man)  and  his  doughter  herdyn  that 
oure  lords  is  so  mercyf uli ;  ))ey  were  baptized,  and  turned  to  Cristen) 
feithe.     Amen),  &c. 

[  LXI.  ] 

(of  a  miracle   performed   on   certain  JEWS.) 

Aseculere  chanori)  and  a  Cristen)  man)  louyd  lecherously  the 
doughter  of  a  lewe,  but  of*  longe  tyme  he  myght  not  come 
by  here,  for  to  haue  his  luste  of  hire,  att  thoughe  she  assentid 
to  hym),  for  the  fadir  hade  grete  deligence  apboute  the  kepyng*  of 
here.     It^  happenyd  afterwarde,  in  lenton)  tyme,  that  she  mette  with 

'  paynyn^,  MS.  '  andd  what,  MS.  '  leaf  64. 
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the  chanoD),  aii<)  spake  to  hym)  tlies  wordes,.  "sir/'  she  seide,  "I 
know  wele  that  ye  han  loued  me  of  longe  tyme,  and  ye  of  me  are 
moste  louyd  a-boue  aH  othere ;  and  for  a  Comenable  tyme  is  not 
yete  comyn  for  to  futtfifi  oure  purpose,  I  wame  you,  if  ye  wH  fiififiH 
youre  purpose,  comyth  to  me  suerly  on  good  Mday  at  Euyn,  that 
next  comyth,  for  then)  my  fadir  and  ofer  of*  oure  folke  are  that  tyme 
vexed  and  traueyled  with  dyuerse  infirmytes,  so   that  non)  that 
myght  shati  haue  any  suspecion)  to  vs."    The  chanon)  assentid  to 
here  sayeng*,  att  thoughe   he  knewe  it  was  an  horrible  synne  to 
euery  Cristyii)  man) ;  but  he  myght  not  come  to  hire  no  nothere  wise, 
with  outyn  sklaundyre.     that  holy  nyght,  on  good  friday,  he  wente 
and  synned  with  here,     and  atte  mome  the  fadir  was  yerely  Tpp, 
and  come  to  the  place  there  they  were,  and  fownde  the  Chanon) 
with  here ;  and  desired  forto  haue  slayne  hym^  but  he  durste  not, 
for  he  was  Cousyn)  to  the  byshope  of  the  Cite,  and  so  he  lete  hym 
go.     and  that  same  Chanoun),  on  the  holy  seturday  of  Esteme, 
moste  menystre  to  the  byshope  that  saide  the  masse,  and  thought 
on  his  synne,  and  was  right  sorie;  for  hym  thought  he  was  not 
worthy,  but  tristed  in  the  mercy  of  god,  and  wente  to  mynestre  to 
the  bishope.  and  [he]  loked  behynde  hym),  and  saw  the  fad^  of  the 
womaii)  withe  many  lewes  into  the  kyrke  comyng*,  with  a  grete 
assaylyng*,  for  to  sklaundre  and  to  confownde  hym  opynly,  be-fore 
the  byshope  and  aH  the  peple,  and  for  to  shewe  his  synne  be- fore 
hem)  aU.     but  when)  he  sawe  this,  he  lifted  yp  his  Eyen)  to  heuyn), 
and  with  sorowe  of*  ^herte  he  askid  foigyvenesse  of  criste,  be-hetyng* 
that  he  shuld  neuer  do  so  more,  while  he  leuyd  in  this  worlde,  throw 
his  graciouse  kcpy  ng*.     Lo  !  a  wondre  thing*  j  aU  the  lewes  ronne  to 
the  byshope,  and  iche  of  hem  with  opyn  mouthe  gapid  before  the 
byshope  j  but  bi  the  purviaunce  of*  god  noh)  of  hem  spake  a  worde, 
but  as  dowmbe  men)  they  gaped,  stondynge  a-monge  the  peple. 
wherfore  the  byshope,  wenyng*  that  they  were  comyn)  in  represse  of 
Cristen)  feithe,  and  for  to  lette  goddis  seruice,  he  bade  aii  the  cristen) 
peple  to  dryve  hem  oute  of  the  kyrke,  the  wicked  lewes ;  and  so 
they  didden.     for  the  which  myracle  the  chanon)  yeldid  to  God 
thankynges,  and  tolde  the  byshope  be  ordre  as  it  was  done ;  and 
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afterwarde  leuydf  wele  an<)  deuoutely,  in  good  life ;  an()  turned  the 
vroman  to  the  feithe  of  Crifite,  and  Cristenyd  hire,  andf  made  here 
an  holy  nonne ;  that  afterwarde  all  here  lyfe  leuyd  in  goddis  werkes, 
and  after  deyed,  when  hire  tyme  Come,  and  wente  to  the  blisse  of 
heuyn),  to  euerlastyng*  loye. 

[  LXII.  ] 
(how  man's  works  arb  weiqhed  in  a  balangb.) 

A  man  there  was,  that  was  seke  nere  to  the  dethe,  and  sawe  ij. 
anngilla,  a  good,  and  a  bad ;  the  which  ^*.  wedyn)  in  ballaunce 
his  werkes,  bo^  good  and  bad.  and  when  he  sawe  his  good 
werkes  were  but  fewe,  then  he  seide,  ''  a  I  lorde  lesvL  Criste,  shaH 
it  not  helpe  me  that  thou  deyeste  for  me,  and  suf&ed  thy  pynefuH 
passion)  for  me,  and  was  nayled  to  the  Crosse  for  me  1 "  and  when) 
he  had  seide  thus,  he  wepte  faste.  and  anone  a  grete  nayle  felle 
into  the  balaunce,  where  lus  good  werkes  were;  and  than  they 
weyed  mych  more  than  lus  badde;  and  this  man  was  sauyd, 
blessyd  be  god  I  deo  gracias.    Amen)  &c, 

[  LXIII.  ] 
(how  a  man  was  deuyerbd  from  furoatobt  for  his  fiett.) 

There  was  a  man),  that  had  a  Customs,  alse  of  te  as  he  wente  to 
bedde  and  rose  oute  of  it,  to  pray,  he  that  is  kyng*  of*  lewes 
and  of  aH  Cristeu),  wolde  gyfe  hym  grace  to  passe  oute  of 
this  worlds  with  confession)  of*  his  synnes.  and  when  he  leide  hym 
in  his  bedde,  and  rose  at  morowe,  with  his  thowmbe  he  made  a  crosse 
in  his  forhede,  and  on  his  breste^  sayeng*  thus,  "  Thesa  of*  nazarethe, 
kyng<  of  lewes,  haue  mercy  on  me !  In  nomine  patris  et  filii  et 
spiritus  «ancti.  Ameti^"  afterward  it  happenyd,  that  he  deyed 
sodeynly.  The  deuyls  tokyn  his  soule,  and  wolde  haue  ledde  it  to 
helle ;  But  there  come  a  fay  re  man  shynyyjg*,  ^  And  drofe  hem  a-waye 
from  hym.  Anone  this  fayre  man)  was  a-way  from)  hym),  and  there 
be  wase  in  grete  derknesse ;  but  oute  of  that  place,  that  he  made 
this  worthy  tokyn)  of*  the  Crosse,in,  come  oute  a  shynyng*  as  it  had 
ben  a  bryght  sterre,^  that  gafe  hym  lyght  in  the  derknesse.     Than 
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the  deuyls  comyn)  aboute  hym,  and  wolde  haue  take  hyin ;  but  the 
light  that  come  from)  hym  feii()  hem,  so  that  they  duiste  not  leje 
no  hande  on  hym.  then  come  that  shynyng*  man)  a-gayne,  and 
saide  to  hym,  that  the  hye  domysman)  seide,  ati  thofe  he  ahuld  be 
dampnyd  for  his  synne,  neuet*  the  lese  for  the  feithe  and  deuocioD) 
that  he  had  a-boute  his  passion),  and  in  Callyng^  and  ezpressyng*  of 
his  name,  he  wolde  spare  hym ;  and  that  he  shuld  lyve  a-gayne,  and 
shryve  hym  of*  his  synnes,  if  he  wolde,  and  amende  his  lyfe  into 
better,  and  so  he  did,  and  leuyd  wele  ati  his  lyfe  into  better ;  and 
Endid  his  lyfe  in  pease,  and  wente  to  heuyn).     Amen, 

[  LXIV.  ] 
(how  certain  tekptino  devils  webe  vanquished.) 

REdde  it  is  of*  oon,  that  wayled  and  sorowed  gretly  for  his 
synnes,  the  deuyls  comyn)  to  hym,  and  seyden,  *Uene  thy 
sorowe  and  thy  wepyng*,  for  thou  arte  oures,  and  it  may  no 
nothere  wise  be, but  that  thou  arte  oures;  and  sese,and  abide  [a]  while, 
and  thou  shalte  sorowe  Enoughe  in  helle."  and  the  more  the 
deuyls  spake  to  hym),  the  more  he  sorowed  and  wepte,  and  wolde 
not  leue  for  hem.  atte  laste  [they]  were  constreyned  by  the  holy 
goste  to  saye  to  hym  in  the  Eere,  ''thou  haste  ouere-comyn)  vs." 
and  so  they  wente  away  from  hym).  Here  it  semes  wele,  pat  we 
moste  wepe  for  ouro  synnes,  while  we  lyve,  wilfully,  or  Elles  in 
purgatorie  or  in  belle,  a-gaynes  our  wille. 

[  LXV.  ] 
(how  a  bishop  was  damned  fob  neqleot  of  the  warnings  of  god.) 

In  Saxsonye  was  a  byshope,  whose  name  was  hudo.  he  was 
delicatly  fedde  with  mete  and  with  drynke,  and  lecherouse 
was  or  he  was  a  byshope ;  ot*  whose  synnes  god  wolde  make 
aii)  Ende,  And  on  a  nyght  with  this  voyce  manasyde^  hym),  sayeng*, 
"  Hudo  !  make  an)  Ende  of  thy  playe,  for  thou  haste  pleyde  Enoughe, 
I  saye.''  and  when  he  had  herde  this  voyse,  a  while  he  amendid 
hym);  and  afterwarde  he  was  sterid  with  temptac[i]on)  to  his  forseide 
synnes,  and  felle  into  hem)  a-gayne.     and  Efte  sonys  he  was  waniyd 
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with  the  same  voice  from)  hem,  sayeng*,  ''hudo !  make  ^an  Ende, 
for  thou  haste  pleyde  Enoughe,  I  say."  biif  yete  he  amendidf  hym) 
nought*  stabely.  The  thric)  tyme  he  was  manasyde  with  the  same 
voice,  as  he  dide  be-fore,  and  yete  he  felle  a-gayne  to  synne.  and 
on  a  nyght,  when  he  had  ben  merie,  and  was  dronkyn),  and  he 
wente  mery  and  glad  to  bedde,  the  same  nyght  his  offyciaH  sawe  the 
Boule  of  the  byshope,  in  his  bedde,  be  brought  with  ij.  deuyls  be-fore 
the  prince  of  deuyls,  sittynge  in  his  see  as  a  domysman),  with  a  grete 
multitude  of  deuyls  stondyng^  a-boute  hym.  Than  seide  the  mayster 
deuytt  to  the  soule,  "  welcome,  my  doughtcr ;  speke  now  blaseflemys." 
the  soule  stode  stiH  fuH  soiye,  and  spake  not.  Then  he  seide,  ''yete 
speke,  myu)  owne  doughter,  for  I  am  he  whom)  thou  haste  serued ; 
and  therfore  I  shaH  wele  yelde  the  for  thy  seruice."  the  soule  stode 
stitt',  and  seide  nought.  The  prince  of  the  deuyls  seide  to  the  deuyls 
that  brought  hym,  "gothe,  and  putte  hym)  in  a  bathe,  and  than) 
shafi  he  speke."  Than  they  tokyn)  ])e  soule,  and  putt  it  in  a 
Cawderowne  fuH  of  wellyng*  piche  and  brymstone ;  and  afterwarde 
drawen)  [it]  oute,  and  brought  [it]  be-fore  the  mayster,  that  bade  the 
soule  speke,  and  it  spake  not.  Then  the  mayster  seide,  "  gyfe  hym  a 
drynke  in  myn  owne  Cuppe,  and  then  shaH  he  speke."  they  tokyn) 
his  Cuppe,  and  filled  it  futte  of*  the  moste  abhomynable  and  moste 
stynkyng*  licoure,  and  constreyned  hym)  to  drynke  it  vp  at  oon) 
draught*;  and  yete  it  wold  not  speke.  then  seide  the  precidente, 
**  steweth  hym),  and  than  shidi  he  speke."  The  deuyls  tokyn)  Spwaye 
a  ooueryng*  of  a  pitte,  oute  of  the  which  come  a  brethe  and  a  smeke 
afthere  moste  stynkyng*,  the  which  myght  haue  corupte  aE  the 
worlde,  as  it  semyd  to  hym)  that  sawe  it ;  and  in  this  pitte  they 
putte  the  soule.  and  when)  it  had  ben  there  a  certeyne  tyme,  they 
tokyn)  it  oute,  and  bronghte  it  be-fore  theyre  mayster,  that  seide, 
**  now  speke,  my  doughter."  then  the  soule  began)  to  blasefleme, 
and  aeide^  "  waried  and  Cursed  be  they  that  me  gate  1 "  then)  seide 
the  mayster  deuyti,  **  so,  doughter,  now  sayesf  thou  wele ;  speke  on 
more!"  "waried  and  Cursed,"  she  seide,  "be  my  god  and  the 
houre  the  which  I  was  conse3rued,  and  Cursed  be  they  that  me 
gate !"    Then  spake  the  mayster  deuyH,  "so,  doughter,  now  sayest* 
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yon  ^wele;  speke  more  I"  "  waried  an  J  Caned,"  ahe  seide,  '^be  my 
go<)  Fadire  and  my  god  modire,  that  made  me  Gristeii) ! "  "  yete, 
doughter,"  aeide  the  mayst^  of»  deuyla,  "  thou  moste  speke  more.** 
then  seide  the  soule,  "  wariedf  and  Cuised  be  Criste,  and  hiB  modire, 
and  att  fe  seyntes  of*  henyn) !  **  Then  seide  the  prinoe  of  denyls^ 
''  now  thow  haste  spoken)  light  wisely ;  now  shalte  thou  haue  thy 
mede  for  thy  serayce."  Anone  they  token)  hym,  and  putte  hym  in 
the  pittes  bothome,  in  the  which  he  was  putte  be-fore ;  and  stoppid 
the  pyttes  mouthe  a-boue.  The  officiatt  sawe  this;  and  when  he 
wakenyd,  he  was  9R  wete  of  swete,  for  angwishe  that  he  suffred. 
he  lose,  and  wente  to  the  Chambreleyne  of  ])e  byshope,  and  seide, 
"  how  fares  my  lorde  t "  te  seide,  *'  comes,  and  sees."  they  wentyn), 
and  loked,  and  fownde  hym  dede ;  and  soughtyn)  the  Cuppe,  and 
couthe  neuer  fynde  hym  ne  it.  and  thus^  wrechidly  he  passed  ouie 
of*  the  worlde,'  for  he  wolde  not  amend  hym  be  tyme  of  his  lyfe. 
Amen)  &c 

[  LXVI.  ] 

(how  a  monk  was  rewarded   for  his   praters  on   BEHAUr 

OF  TWO   BROTHERS.) 

SOme  tyme  there  were  iij.  monkes,  dwellyng*  to-gedre  ji  a 
Couente,  that  loued  hem)  wele  to-gedere.  \j.  of  hem  begone 
to  be  seke,  and  deyden)  of  the  seknesse ;  and  the  thrid  lafte 
on)  lyve,  that  nyght  and  day  deuoutoly  prayde  for  his  brethere,  that 
here  payne  of  puigatorie  myght  be  released  the  sonyre  for  his 
prayere ;  and  so  they  were.  IV  felle  on  a  nyght,  that  a  monke  aftir 
matyns  wase  in  the  chaptoure  house,  and  loked  oute  at  a  wyndowe, 
and  sawe  ij.  monkes  sitte  on)  a  graue,  and  cladde  in  monkes  wede, 
and  Eythere  of  hem)  had  a  tabernacle  tapre  brennyng*  in  his  hande ; 
and  he  mervayled  gretly  what  this  myght  be.  he  thought  he  wolde 
go  to  the  abbote,  and  telle  hym)  what  he  had  sene;  and  did  so. 
then  the  abbote  and  the  monke  comyn)  for  to  se  hem) ;  and  when 
the  abbote  sawe  hem),  ho  conlored  hem,  and  asked  what  they  weiet 
the[y]  seydyn,  they  were  monkes  some  tyme  of  that  couente,*  And 
how  they  were  scaped  the  peyne  of  purgatorie,  throw  the  prayere 
and  the  besekyng*  of  Robert,  here  felawe. —  "and  when  we  were 
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delyutfrecl,  we  prayde  for  Eobert,  oure  felawe,  that  he  shuld  nea^r 
fele  the  peyne  of  purgatorie,  andf  it  is  graunted  ys  ;  And  we  ahide, 
tifi  Robert  may  go  with  vs  to  the  blisse  of  heuyn)."  The  abbote 
seide,  "  Eobert,  that  ye  speke  of,  is  not  seke."  but  sekyrly  then 
wente  the  abbote  and  the  monke,  to  wete  how  Eoberte^  ^faied,  and 
to  wete  whethere  Robert  was  seke^  and  whether  it  was  trew  or  false 
that  they  seyden.  and  as  they  wentyn  come  a  monke  rennyng*^  and 
tolde  the  abbote  that  Robert  was  dede.  then  the  Abbote  tumyd 
Brgayne,  for  to  se  if  the  monkes  stodyn  stiH  there,  and  they  fownde 
hem  not.  and  so  they  wentyn)  i^  to  heuyn  j  for  it  is  written,  ''  he 
^at  prayeth  for  anothere,  laboreth  for  hym  self,  for  to  come  to  the 
bliBse  of  henyn)."    to  the  which  bryng*  ts  Ihem  C7*e8te !    amen. 

[  LXVIL  ] 
(how  a  woman,  who  was  damned,  appeared  to  her  son.) 

A  woman  there  was  some  tyme,  that  had  a  sone  by  here  houfl- 
bonde,  that  was  sette  to  ])e  scole ;  and  when  he  was  of  age, 
he  was  made  a  preste,  and  studied  to  lyve  religeously.  This 
wyfe  had  oonseyued  afterward  ij.  sonys  in  a-voutery ;  and  when  the 
Childryn)  were  waxen,  she  deyed.  then  the  fyrste  sone,  ])at  she  had 
by  here  housbond,  that  was  a  preste,  was  fiili  besy  for  to  pray  the 
saloacion)  of  his  modyrs  soule,  and  songe  many  masses  for  here, 
prayeng^  to  god  deuoutely,  that  he  myght  wete  how  his  modre  fared. 
On  a  day  as  he  prayde,  there  aperid  to  hym  a  fourme  of  a  woman, 
fro  whose  hede  he  sawe  a  derke  flawme  rise  vp ;  and  on  here  lippes 
and  on  here  tonge  he  sawe  an  horreble  tode  gnawe,  and  sesid  not ; 
and  fro  hire  tetis  he  sawe  hange  ^'.  serpentes,  sore  soukynge  hem ; 
and  the  skyn)  on)  here  back  was  drawen  downe  to  here  hammes,  and 
troyled  after  here,  aH  on  fyre.  then  seide  the  preste,  ''  what  arte 
thou,  in  the  name  of  god  ? "  she  answerid,  and  seide,  '*  I  am  thy 
modyre ;  be-holde  and  se  to  what  paynes  I  am)  putte  euerlastyngly, 
for  my  synnes."  then  he  asked  here,  for  what  synnes  she  su£&ed 
thes  paynes  1  she  seide,  '^  I  am  tormentid  with  this  blew  fyre  on  my 
hede,  for  my  lecherouse  anourement  of  myn)  heere,  and  o^er  array 
ther  on) ;  in  my  lyppes  and  my  tonge,  for  wicked  and  yeyne  speches, 
*  MS.  Beberte.  '  leaf  66,  back. 
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and  lecbeTOuae  kyssynges,  I  suffere  tbes  iodes  to  fiete ;  on  my  tetis 
I  haue  thes  ij.  serpentes  soukyng^  so  sore,  that  me  tbinketh  they 
Bouke  oute  my  berte-bkxle,  for  I  gafe  souke,  andf  norysbed  my  ij. 
boie  Coppis ;  and  my  brennynge  skynne  drawene  of,  and  folowyng* 
me,  is  for  my  large  trayne  of  clothe,  that  I  was  wonte  to  drawe  aftire 
me,  while  I  leuyd  on  Erthe."  ''  a !  modre,"  he  seide,  "  mowe  ye 
not  be  sauyd  f "  "  no,"  she  saide ;  and  wente  a-way  from)  bis  sight*. 

[  LXVIII.  ] 
(the  punished  of  adulterebs.) 

^  A  woman  there  was  some  tym  a-lyve,  that  was  a  bawde  be-twene 
Am  an  bousbond-man)  and  arnothere  mannys  wife,  and  ofte  sitha 
JL  JLbad  brought  hem  to-gedre  in  the  synne  of  a-voutery;  and 
contenued  many  a  day,  throw  help  of  this  bawde.  atte  laste  this 
woman),  that  was  bawde,  felle  seke,  and  sbuld  deye.  she  thooght 
in  here  herte,  how  she  had  ben  a  synfuH  wrech,  and  was  sory  in 
here  herte,  that  Euer  she  had  offendid  god,  and  thought  she  wolde 
amende  here,  as  holy  chirche  wolde ;  and  sente  for  here  Criatnrp, 
and  was  shi^euyn),  and  toke  here  penaunce,  as  she  mygbt  for  the 
tyme,  and  was  in  wille  neuer  to  tome  a-gayne  to  synne ;  and  wepte 
faste,  and  praiede  criste,  for  the  vertue  of  his  blessyd  passyon),  that 
be  wolde  haue  mercy  on  here,  and  also  for  the  prayere  of  bis 
blessyd  modre,  and  bB,  seyntes;  and  so  she  passyd  oute  of*  this 
worlde.  And  sone  after,  the  man)  and  the  woman),  that  lyvedyn) 
in  synne,  deyedyn)  with  oute  repentat/nce.  This  womans  bousbond 
praide  faste  for  his  wife,  that  was  the  bawde,  that  god  wolde  shewe 
bym  how  his  wife  fared.  Afterwarde  oh)  a  uyghf ,  as  he  lay  in  bis 
bedde,  his  wife  aperid  to  bym),  and  seide,  ''bousbond,  be  not 
a-ferde,  but  rise  vp,  and  go  with  me,  for  thou  shalte  se  mervayles.** 
be  rose,  and  wente  with  here,  til  they  come  into  a  fayre  playne, 
then  she  seide,  "  stond  here  stiH,  and  be  not  a-ferde,  for  thou  shalte 
haue  no  harme,  and  wisely  be-holde  what  thou  shalte  se."  then  she 
wente  a  litiit  way  from)  bym),  til  she  come  at  a  grete  stone,  that  had 
an  bole  in  the  myddes ;  and  as  she  stode  a-fore  ])e  stone,  sodenly  she 
was  a  longe  addre,  and  putte  here  hede  in  at  an  hole  in  the  niyddys 
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of  ^e  stone^  ande  Crepte  ihrowe ;  but  she  lefte  hire  hame  with  oate 
the  stone,  anci  anone  she  stode  vp  a  fayre  womai).    and!  sone  after 
come  i(j.  deuyls  yellyng^,  and  broughtyn)  a  Cawderon)  fuli  of  bote 
svelljng  brasse,  and  sette  it  downe  be^yde  the  stone ;  and  after  hem 
came  othere  ij.  deayls,  Cryenge,  and  broughtyn)  a  man);  and  after 
hem)  Came  otheie  \j.  deuyls,  with  giete  noyse,  and  broughtyn)  a 
woman),    than  the  i^j.  deuyls  tokyn)  bothe  the  man  ande  the  woman) 
that  they  brought,  and  Caste  hem  into  a  Cawderon)  and  helde  hem) 
there,  tifl  the  fleshe  was  sothyn)  fro  the  bone,    then  they  tokyn) 
oate  the  bonys,  and  ^leyde  hem  beside  the  Cawderon) ;  And  anone 
they  wero  made  man)  and  woman,    and  the  deuyls  caste  hem  in 
a-gayne  into  the  Cawderon);   and  this  were  they  serued  many  a 
tyme.     and  thezd  the  deuyls  wentyn  as  they  comyn)  thiddero.    the 
woman,  that  Crepte  throw  the    stone,   wente    a-gayne    to    hire 
housbonde,  and  seide,  ''Knewes  ])ou  ought  this  man)  and  this 
woman)!"    he  seide^  ''yee,  they  were  ouro  n^hbores."    '^sawe 
thou,''  she  saide,  ''what  payne  they  had)"    he  saide^  ''yee,  an 
hideouse  jmyne.**    ''  this  peyne,"  she  seide  ''shufi  they  haue  in  helle 
euer  more,  for  they  lyyedyn  in  avoutery,  and  amendid  hem  nought, 
and  I  was  bawde  be-twene  hem,  and  brought  heme  to-gedro ;  and  I 
shuld  haue  bene  with  hem  in  the  Cawderon)  £uer,  had  I  nought 
amendid    me    in    my    lyfe,    with    contncion),    confession).    And 
satisfacdon),  as  I  myght,  be  the  mercy  of  god ;  and  crepte  throw 
the-  stone,  and  lefte  my  hame  be-hynde  me.''    The  stone  is  Criste  i 
the  hole  is  his  blessid  wounde  on  his  side ;  and  the  hame  is  my 
synnes,  that  I  lefte  behynde  me,  be  the  merite  of  Cristes  passiou) ; 
and  therf  oro  I  shaH  be  sauyd.    Go  thou  now  home,  and  be-warre  of 
synne,  and  amende  the,  for  thou  shalte  lyve  but  a  while ;  and  do 
almesse  dedes  for  the  and  for  me."   then  the  housbond  wente  home, 
and  did  as  she  bade  hym ;  and  with  in  shorte  tyme  after  he  deyede, 
and  wente  to  the  blisse. 
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[  LXIX.  ] 

(how  a  RIOH   HAN  WAS   PUNISHSD  'foB  BOBBING  A  FOOB  WIDOW.) 

In  a  tyme  there  was  a  ricbe  man)  lenyng^,  that  had  mych  goo^, 
anc)  many  bestes ;  and  beside  hym  dwelled  a  pore  wedowe, 
that  had  but  oon)  Fatte  cowe,  that  was  the  substanee  of  here 
leuyng*.  this  riche  man)  sawe  this  cowe  was  layie,  and  fEitte,  and 
likyng*  to  his  Eye.  Anone  he  bade  his  man  go  feche  the  cowe,  and 
sle  here,  and  dight  here  to  his  mete,  his  man)  did  so ;  and  when 
his  maystdr  was  sette  to  mete,  and  saraed  hym  therwith,  Anone  the 
riche  man  Gntte  a  mois^  of  the  fleshe,  and  pnt  it  in  his  mouthe, 
and  wolde  haue  Etyn)  it ;  and  alse  switbe  he  was  strangled  with  the 
same  moxseii.  and  the  denyU:  was  ledye,  and  had  his  sonle  to  helle; 
for  the  prophete  seith,  wo  shaiir  be  Hobbeis  and  levers  of  pore 
mennes  goodes,  for  they  shnH  to  hett,  aye  ^  there  to  dwelle,  but  they 
amende  hem  or  they  deye.  Here  men  may  se  what  pereE  it  is  to  be 
a  robbeie  of  others  mennes  goodes !  &c. 

[  LXX.  ] 

(how  INJUSTICB  TOWABDS  a  POOB  man  was  PUNI8HBD.) 

BEside  yorke  was  dwellyng*  a  lunour,  as  bede  telleth,  that  had 
a  pore  man  to  his  neghbore,  that  had  a  dose  lyeng*  by  the 
lurrour,  that  he  wolde  gladly  haue.  he  wente  to  this  pora 
man,  for  to  byit.  the  pore  man  seide,  he  wolde  not  selle  it^  for  he 
myght  not  for-go  it.  then  seide  the  lurnmr,  *'  syne  I  may  not  by 
it,  lete  it  me  to  ferme."  he  seide,  **  sir,  I  wil  ne^  seUe  it^  ne  lete 
it  to  ferme,  for  the  aiese  that  it  dothe  me."  The  Introur  sawe  that 
he  myght  not  haue  the  close,  he  wente,  and  toke  his  owne  horse, 
and  prevely  putt  hym  in  the  Close  of*  the  pore  man ;  and  wente  and 
prayde  \j.  of  his  neghbores  for  to  go  with  hym,  and  helpe  hym  for 
to  seke  his  horee.  when  they  had  walked  in  the  felde,  they  come 
homewarde  by  the  close ;  and  the  lurrour  loked,  and  sawe  his  hora. 
and  seide,  "yondere  is  my  horse,  I  wene."  they  seide,  "yee." 
Than  they  wente  to  the  pore  mannys  house,  and  seide,  ''thou 
haste  stolne  this  mannys  horse."  he  seide,  "nay."  "yis,"  saide 
the  lurrour,  thou  haste  stolne  hym,  and  putt  hym  in  thi  dose."    he 
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saide,  "naye,"  "yis,"  saide  the  lurrowr,  "come  aiwJ  se."  they 
wentyn,  and  foondyxi)  the  hone  there,  than  seide  the  lurrour  to 
Ids  felawes,  "take  hym  as  a  thefe."  they  did  as  he  hade;  and 
when  tiie  lostice  was  comyn),  he  ordeyned  a  false  queste,  and  made 
hym  to  he  hangede  on  the  galowes.  and  for  he  wolde  not  he 
anspecte,  he  toke  his  horse,  and  rode  cute  that  day,  and  a-Gayne 
Enyii)  he  come  hy  the  galowes,  and  sawe  hym  hange  there.  "  It 
had  hen)  hett^r  for  the,"  he  saide,  "  for  to  haue  had  ])i  lyfe,  and  gone  . 
on  thy  fete."  than)  he  rode  to  hym,  to  fe  galowes,  and  seid,  "  lo  I 
if^  thou  wolde  haue  lette  me  haue  hadde  thy  close,  thou  shnld  haue 
hade  thy  life,  and  gone  on  thy  fete."  then  he  rode  to  hym,  and 
dzewe  oute  his  swerde,  and  smote  in  sondre  the  rope,  and  he  felle 
downe ;  and  he  pat  he  had  putt  vp  his  swerde,  the  dedman)  sterte 
Tp,  and  toke  the  horse  hy  the  hrydilL  and  tiie  lurrour  was  a-ferde, 
that  he  durste  not  skyppe  downe ;  and  so  the  dedman)  ledde  hym  to 
towne,  and  into  the  chirch,  where  mych  folk  was,  atte  derige  of  a 
dedeman)  that  laye  on  the  here,  and  when)  ^he  with  the  rope 
a-houte  his  necke  and  the  lurrour  oomyn)  atte  here,  the  man  that 
was  hanged,  seide  to  the  dedman)  fat  laye  on  the  here,  "  rise  Tp,  on 
goddis  hehalfe,  and  gife  a  dome  hetwene  this  man  and  me."  The 
dedmaii)  on  the  here  sette  hym)  vp,  and  seide,  "  thou,  lurrot/r,  for 
thou  haste  wickidly  and  falsly  done  this  man  to  he  hanged,  thou 
shalte  go  to  helle,  and  with  the  fende  there  to  dwelle ;  And  thou 
that  was  hanged,  he  cause  thou  waried  and  Cursed  hym,  and 
desyresf  for  to  haue  had  vengeaunce  on)  hym,  and  so  thou  deyeste 
oute  of  Charite,  thou  shalte  go  to  helle  Also."  And  when  he  had 
seide  this,  he  leide  hym  downe  on  the  here  agayne.  And  he  that 
was  hanged  felle  downe  dede  also.  And  the  lurrour  also  had  loste 
aH  his  wittes,  and  sate  stifi  on  his  horse,  as  a  heste.  then  they  tokyn) 
hym  downe,  and  leyde  hym  oh)  a  hedde ;  and  sone  after  he  deyed, 
and  wente  his  ways,  here  men)  may  se  hy  the  lurrour,  what  pereH 
it  is  to  do  a  man)  to  dethe  for  his  good,  falsly.  Also  men  may  se  hy 
hym  that  was  hanged,  what  pereH  it  is  to  Curse  and  hanne,  and 
deye  out  of  charite,  and  not  gyfe  the  dome  to  god,  that  can)  wisely 
deme,  and  wisely  rewarde,  &e. 
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[  LXXI.  ] 

(how  a  man  who  had  committed  ingbst  was  pardoned.) 

PEre  was  a  pore  yonge  man,  anci  weddiJ  a  pore  yonge  woman, 
this  pore  yonge  man),  swich  lititt  goo<)  as  he  had,  and  myght 
gete  of  his  frendes,  he  hought  and  soldo,  and  wanne  &8te; 
for  he  had  hape  in  aH  thing*  that  he  honght,  and  lichesse  of  the 
worlds  felle  faste  to  hym,  that  in  fewe  yeres  he  was  a  riche 
jnarchounde.  this  man)  had  hy  his  wyfe  a  sone  and  a  donghter,  and 
noryshed  hem)  wele,  and  aiayed  hem  Gayle,  that  his  neghhorea 
spaken)  therof*,  and  seydyn),  ''  se  this  man) !  that  late  was  a  poie 
man),  how  nysely  [he]  azayes  his  childryn) ! "  and  [he]  lette  hem  he 
togedre  in  oo  hedde,  so  longe,  that  his  sister  was  with  childe,  and 
tolde  here  hrothere.  then  was  he  sorye  and  she  bothe,  and  seid^ 
*'  if*  oure  fadiie  and  modire  wete  it,  we  shuti:  be  shamed  for  Eofr, 
and  aE  oure  frendes."  then)  seide  the  hrothere,  ''I  can)  a  better 
wile,  for  we  shutt  go  privelye  into  a  fene  contrey,  there  no  man) 
knowes  ts,  and  there  mow  we  dwelle,  withoutyn)  sklawndre."  and 
she  assented  here  to ;  and  [they]  tokyn)  with  hem  money,  and  wente 
hei*  way  prively.  And  when  they  had  longe  walked  be  ^dynerse 
contrees,  they  comyn)  in  to  a  grete  forests,  where  were  many  wilde 
bestes ;  w[h]ere  this  woman  was  soke,  and  ney  childe  byrth,  and 
seide,  "  good  hrothere,  lette  me  reste  a  while."  he  saide, ''  nay,  we 
mowe  not  reste  now,  for  it  draweth  towarde  Euyn)>  and  the  towne  is 
ferre  hense."  *'  forsothe,"  she  sayde,  "  I  may  no  fyrther."  he  seide, 
*'  what  wenys  thou,  that  wo  shufi  a-byde  here,  [for]  wilde  bestes  to 
deuoure  vs  1 "  "  nay,"  she  sayde,  "  I  may  not  go."  he  saide,  "  but 
it*  thou  arise,  and  go  hense,  I  BhaA  sle  the."  and  drewe  oute  lus 
swerde.  and  ])e  woman,  what  for  payne  and  for  fere,  Anone  she 
was  delyuered  of  a  f ayre  sone.  he  se  she  wolde  not  aryse,  for  she 
myght  not ;  and  he  toke  his  swerde,  and  smote  here  thro  we,  and 
slowe  here  and  the  childe  bothe.  and  when  he  had  done,  he  wente 
his  waye,  and  lefte  hem  there  dede ;  and  by  Euyn)  he  come  to  the 
Cite,  and  on  the  tothere  day  he  wente  and  fastenyd  hym  with  a 
riche  man,  a  marchande ;  and  when  be  had  dwelled  there  a  while 
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with  h jm,  the  marcliandise  grewe  faete  to  hym ;  And  the  marchande 
toke  hym  a  sertayne  marchandise,  for  to  assay  how  he  couthe  do. 
he  wente,  ande  ChafifareJ  faste,  and  waiine  mekille,  for  he  was 
happ^,  and  wanne  faste  \  and  with  in  fewe  yeres  his  mayst^  deyed. 
The  wyfe  sawe  that  this  man  was  happy,  and  waDne  faste,  and 
thoughte,  that  it^  were  good  for  here  to  take  hym  to  here 
housebonde,  and  did  so ;  and  with  in  a  ten)  yere  or  twelfe  he  was 
waxen  the  richeste  marchande  of  2SL  the  contree.  Aftrewarde  he 
felle  seke,  and  shuld  deye,  as^  Eu^ry  man  shs^ ;  and  as  he  laye  in 
his  bedde,  he  Galled  his  wyfe  to  hym,  and  seide,  "  steke  faste  the 
dore,  and  lette  no  man)  Come  to  me,  and  namely  of*  holy  kyrke,  for 
I  shatt  deye  foH  sone,  and  go  to  helle."  "Alas,  sir,"  she  seide, 
"  why  say  ye  so )  hane  mynde  oxsi  Ih^^u,  and  on  his  pasyosn),  and 
that  is  sufficiente  remedie  argayne  idi  synne ;  and  shryve  you,  and 
aske  god  m^rcy,  and  so  ye  shuli  be  saufa**  he  seide,  "  holde  thy 
pease,  for  it  is  nought*  that  thou  sayeste ;  for  I  shall  go  to  helle, 
there  is  no  nothere  way."  she  wepte,  and  was  right  sorie;  and 
wente  to  a  good  preste,  that  was  a  prechoj^r,  and  tolde  hym  how 
hero  hoosbonde  had  seide  he  shuld  go  to  helle.  "Be  of  good 
oomforte,"  he  seide,  "  for  I  shsdi  come  and  speke  with  hym).''  she 
wente  home ;  and  he  come  sone  aftire,  as  he  had  bene  a  marchande. 
when  the  seke  man  sawe  hym,  he  seide,  "what  arte  thoul"  he 
seide,  ^  I  am  a  marchande,  and  haue  marchandise  that  is  profitable 
for  the."  when  he  herde  thaf,.  *he  sete  hym  on  his  bedde,  and 
seide,  "  if*  thou  come  for  no  nof er  thing*,  thou  arte  welcome."  the 
preste  seide,  ^'  my  marchandise  is  this.  I  haue  bene  a  preste  this 
fourty  wjrnter  and  more,  and  haue  fastid,  waked,  and  prayde,  gone 
on  pilgremage,  and  prechid;  and  by  the  mercy  of  god  I  haue 
tomyd  many  soules  to  god*  now  telle  thy  chafifare,  for,  as  I  weue, 
thou  haste  many  synnes ;  and  the  moste  thou  haste,  and  the  gretter 
they  be,  the  more  wynnyng*  to  me."  Thought  this  seke  man),  "  that 
were  for  me  a  good  chaunge  ! "  and  tolde  hym  aH  his  synnes,  fro 
the  begynnyng*  vnto  that  tyme,  with  grete  repentaunce,  and  sorowe 
of  herte.  then  the  preste  assoyled  hym),  and  bade  hym)  haue  fuU 
tmate  in  onre  lorde,  for  to  be  sauyd ;  for  he  wolde  save  aH  that  wil 
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aske  m^rcy,  if  they  volde  forsake  here  synne,  an  J  do  as  holy  chiiche 
commaundith.  sone  aft^r  this  man  deyed^,  andf  was  beiied ;  and  in 
his  beryeng*  a  voice  seide, ''  syn  cnste  deyed,  was  neoer  soule  so  alely 
wonne  anc)  saayd,  blessycl  be  gode  I " 

[  LXXII   ] 

(of  a  repentant  HABLOT.) 

SOme  tyme  there  was  a  man  in  spayne,  that  had  be  his  wyfe  a 
fayre  doughter,  and  no  moo  childiyii);  wherfore  he  louyd  it 
mekiH,  And  cheryshed  it.  afterward,  when  she  was  of*  xiiif". 
or  fif  tene  yere  of  age,  the  deuyH,  that  is  Enemye  to  mankynde,  that 
perce3rued,  that  he  lonyd  wele  this  childe,  and  temptid  hym  to  do 
fleshly  synne  with  his  dought^r.  Atte  laste  he  brought  hem)  bothe 
to-gedre  to  the  dede  of  synne,  and  fullfilled  it  in  dede ;  and  than 
afterwarde  she  was  with  childe.  and  when  the  modre  wiste  it^  she 
askid  whose  it  was;  but  she  wolde  not  tett  here.  The  modiie 
thratte  hire,  and  seide,  she  shuld  a-bye,  but  she  tolde  hire,  she 
nolde  not.  Then  the  modire  pleasid  here,  and  gafe  her  good 
drynke,  and  made  here  merye ; '  and  when)  she  was  wele  merie,  she 
askid  who  was  the  fadire  t  she  seide,  ''  my  fadire."  ''  thy  Fadire !" 
she  sayde,  "  oute  on  the,  stronge  strompette  I  were  thou  delyuered, 
thou  shuldyste  neu^  dwelle  in  my  house  lengere.  goddis  Curse 
haue  thou,  and  myne ! "  and  wM  in  few  dayes  after  she  was 
delyuered  of  a  fayre  knave  childe.  and  that  tyme  the  fadir  was 
oute.  and  alse  sone  as  she  was  oute  of  here  bedde,  she  toke  the 
childe,  and  wrothe  in  sondre  the  necke,  and  wente,  and  beried  it  in 
the  dunge-hille.  sone  afba?*  that,  the  fadir  come  home,  and  asked, 
whethere  it  were  a  man)  or  a  woman)]  he  seide,  ''lette  me  se  it^." 
she  seide,  ^"it  is  dede.*'  he  askyd,  ''howt"  she  seide,  *'I  bane 
slayne  it,  and  beryed  it  in  the  donge-hille.  ''  alas  1 "  he  aaide,  *'  that 
Euer  thou  was  borne,  thoughe  thou  and  I  be  synfufi  wrechis,  the 
childe  myght  haue  bene  a  seynte  in  heuyn),  and  now  it  is  loste  for 
Euer!  alas  the  while  !*'  The  modire  Cursed  and  waried  the 
doughtere  ofte  sithes,  for  here  folye.  the  doughter  sawe  she  myght 
not  be  in  pease,  and  on  a  nyght  she  slowe  hire  modire,  for  she 
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thought  the  better  to  be  in  peasa  and  on  the  morowe,  when)  the 
fadre  wjBte  that  she  had  slajne  her  modre,  he  was  a  Borye  man), 
and  aeide,  ''  a !  thou  Cuisjd  wreche,  go  oute  of  my  house,  for  thou 
ahaU  neu6r  a-byde  wtt^  me  more."  she  sawe  that  she  was  forsakyn) 
of  here  fadere,  and  at  £uyn),  when)  here  fadre  was  in  bedde  on  slepe, 
she  toke  an  axe,  and  kylled  here  fadre.  and  whan)  she  had  this 
done,  she  toke  what  she  wolde,  and  wente  to  a  Cite,  into  a-nothere 
contcee ;  and  there  she  was  a  Comyn)  woman),  and  toke  aH  that 
wolde  come,  she  reffused  none,  monke  ne  Frere,  Gierke  ne  lewde 
maidy  she  was  so  comyn),  that  Euery  man  that  knewe  here,  lothed 
here  company,  she  sawe  that,  and  wente  to  anothere  Cite,  and 
there  she  was  as  Comyn)  as  she  was  in  the  tothere  Cite,  atte  lasts, 
on)  a  day  as  she  wente  in  the  strete,  she  sawe  mych  folke  go  into  a 
chirche.  thought  she,  "  I  wil  go  wete  what  this  folke  do  there.'* 
and  wente  here  into  the  chirche,  and  sette  here  downe,  as  othere 
didden).  sone  after  come  a  persone  into  the  pullpite,  and  prechid ; 
and  his  sarmone  was  mych  of*  the  mercy  of  god,  and  seide,  though 
a  maxd  or  a  woman  had  done  as  mych  synne  as  aH  men)  had  done, 
and  they  had  sorowe  in  herte  for  theyre  synnes,  and  wolde  amende 
hem),  and  leue  here  synnes,  god  of  his  grete  mercy  wolde  for-gy ve 
hen)  M  here  synnes.  This  woman)  was  right  sorye,  and  wepte  faste, 
and  thought  she  wolde  leue  her  synne,  and  be  shrevyn;  and 
longe  she  thought  tiH  the  sermons  were  done,  and  when  it  was 
done,  she  wente  to  the  prechoure,  and  prayde  hym,  for  the  loue  of 
god,  to  here  a  syni'uH  wreche.  he  wente,  and  herde  here  life ;  and 
when  he  had  herde  here,  he  was  astonyede  in  hym  self,  what 
penaunce  that  he  myght»  gyve  here,  for  here  synnes  were  so  grete. 
"sir,"  she  seide,  "why  do  ye  so,  that  ye  tary,  and  gife  me  i»o 
penaunce  ?  my  herte  is  gretly  tormented  fur  sorowe."  '*  doughter," 
he  seide,  "be  not*  ^a-ferde,  for  thou  shalte  fare  right  wele.  go  to 
yondere  autere,  and  knele  downe  be-fore  euro  ladie,  and  pray  here 
hertly  and  deuoutely,  that  she  wolde  be  goode  meane  to  here  sone ; 
for  she  is  aH  weye  modre  of  mercy,  and  remedie  for  to  helpe.  and 
Chan  shaH  I  telle  the  what  thou  shall  do."  she  wente,  and  did  as 
he  bade  here,    he  wente  in  the  meane  tyme  to  take  cownsaylle, 
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what  penaunce  lie  myght  gyv^e  here,  she  in  the  meane  tyme  piaide 
BO  hertelj,  and  with  so  mych  soiowe,  that  hire  herte  braste ;  ami 
[she]  deyed.  and  the  confessoure  come  argayne,  and  fownde  here 
dede.  then  he  wente,  and  sorcjwed,  and  made  giete  mone ;  and 
askid  god  mercy  of  his  necligence,  that  he  gafe  here  no  penannce. 
Then  he  herde  a  voice  in  ])e  Eyre,  sayeng*  to  hym  thus,  '*  Be  the 
grete  mercy  of  lesa  Criste,  and  prayere  of  hys  hlessyd  modie,  and 
the  grete  sorowe  that  she  had  for  here  synnes,  she  is  right  wele,  and 
sittes  fuH  hye  in  heuyn)  blisse,  and  is  as  white  as  lille  flonre,  and  as 
bryght  as  any  golde  in  goddis  sight ;  therfore  pray  not  for  here,  but 
pray  here  to  pray  for  the,  and  for  ali  that  bene  in  dedly  synne,  that 
ye  mow  be  idi  in  blisse  that  she  is  in." 

[  LXXIEL  ] 

(how  a  man   escaped   the  DEYIL  BT  PENITENaB.) 

Asolitarie  man)  wente  onys  by  the  waye ;  and  as  he  wente,  he 
thought  to  do  a  synne,  and  Lnagenyd  in  his  herte  there  oid. 
and  when  he  come  yndre  a  wode  side,  with  thinkyng*  of  the 
synn),  he  sawe  sittyng*  yndre  a  tree  a  f ende,  Daste  wrytyng«.  he 
wente  to  hym),  to  wete  wat  he  wrote,  and  seide,  "  what  does  thout " 
The  DeuyH  seide, "  I  write  thy  synnes,  and  thy  foule  thoughtes,  that 
thou  haste  in  thyn)  herte  with  delite  and  assentyng*."  when  he  had 
herde  this,  he  was  sorye  and  contrite,  and  turned  his  back  to  the 
f ende  a  litiH  while ;  and  for  his  synnes  he  wepte  faste^  and  with 
sorof  uH  herte  he  knoked  on  his  breste.  than  he  turned  hym  agayne 
to  the  fende,  and  asked  hym,  what  he  couthe  saye  of  his  synnes^ 
that  he  wrote,  petd  the  fende  loked  on)  his  boke,  and  saide,  **  alas  1 
alas !  a  lititt  bote  watire  hathe  washed  a-waye  a&  that  I  haue  in  my 
boke  of  the  writteu)  this  day  !  "  then  the  fende  with  mych  sorowe 
vanyshed  a-waye,  and  the  good  man  wente  home  to  his  selle  a-gayne, 
and  was  more  wan'  of  Euytt  thoughtes.  thus^  the  good  man  begiled 
the  deuyH  with  contncion),  and  with  wepyng*,  that  wolde  haue 
brought  hym)  to  belle,  on  the  same  wise  ^it  is  good  for  vs  to  do 
a-waye  oure  synnes  with  contncion),  and  wepyng*,  and  confessioxi), 
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vHeii)  we  may  come  therto,  an($  so  to  scape  helle,  and  come  to  ))e 
blisse,  ^  which  is  eiernaB. 

[  LXXIV.  ] 

(HOW  A.  woman's  hand  WAS   OLEABBD  FROM   THE  STAINS  OF   BLOOD.) 

PEie  was  a  woman  some  tyme  leuyng*,  fat  ofte  was  shieuyn  ofi 
here  synnes,  safe  of*  oon)  of^  here  synnes  that  she  had  done  in 
here  yonge  age,  that  she  duiste  nen^  telle  to  no  preste,  for 
shame ;  but  she  went  on  pilgremage,  and  fasted  and  grete  penaunce 
did.  On  a  nyght^  as  she  lay  in  her  bedde,  she  had  a  dreme  slepyng*. 
she  thought  that  she  sawe  le^u  Criste  come  to  here,  and  seide,  "  se 
my  woundes,  that  I  suf&ed  for  the,  and  put  thy  handes  in  my  syde, 
and  fele  my  herte,  that  was  Clouen)  with  a  spere  for  the ;  for  it  shatt 
stonde  the  in  litifi  profite,  but  if*  thou  shewe  thy  privey  synne,  that 
thou  kepiste  in  thyn  herte."  She  a-woke,  and  was  a*ferde ;  and  on 
morowe  she  loked  on  here  hande,  and  [it]  was  aH  blody,  that  no 
hole  watyre  ne  couthe,  ne  no  nothere  licoure  myght  washe  it  a-waye. 
She  was  sory,  and  wente  to  a  good  preste,  that  she  knewe,  that  same 
day,  and  tolde  hym  that  dreme,  and  the  synne  also,  and  how  longe 
she  was  and  had  lyen  there  in.  and  when  she  was  assoyled,  and 
ha<l  take  here  penaunce,  Anone  the  blode  was  a-waye  from)  here 
hande,  be  shewyng*  of  here  synne.  And  euer  more  after  kepte  here 
oute  of  dedly  synne,  while  that  she  leuyd,  and  did  many  good" 
dedes;  and  aft«rwarde  wente  to  blisse,  where  le^u  CWste  brynge 
T8  for  ye  worthyncsse  of  his  blessyd  passion) ! 

[ LXXV   ] 

(of  THB  NEOBSSITT  of  CONFESSION.) 

A  woman)  there  was  on  a  tyme,  that  wente  to  ^e  Crucifix,  and 
wolde  haue  kyssed  his  fete ;  and  the  crucifix  drewe  a-way 
his  fete,  and  seide,  "  go  from)  me,  for  thou  arte  not  worthy  to 
kysse  my  fete,  for  the  synne  thou  beres  in  thyn)  herte,  for  shame,  and 
longe  haste  done."  Then  the  woman)  wepyng*  seide,  "  lorde,  helpe 
me ! "  then  the  Crucifixe  seide,  "  go  as  sone  as  thou  mayste,  and 
be  shreuyn) ;  and  then  thou  shalto  be  saufe,  withoutyii)  any  feyle." 
Amen. 
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[  LXXVI.  ] 

(a   vision   of   mart   MAGDALENE.) 

PEre  was  a  womaii)  that  fastic)  brede  an($  water  on  seynte  marie 
Magdaleyns  Euyii),  to  wham)  BejBte  marie  Magdalene  apperiJ 
in  here  slepe,  and  seide,  that  she  shulci  haue  no  mente  of> 
here  fastyng^,  tili  she  were  confessid  of  here  synne,  oP  so  longe  that 
she  consiled, — "  for  thy  fastyng^  nethere  pleasitli  Criste  ne  me,  while 
thou  kepiste  ^it  stille."  Then)  she  wente,  and  shrove  here,  and  did 
penaunce,  and  was  sauyd.  blessed  be  ali  myghty  god,  and  that 
blessyd  lady  marie  magdaleyne  !    Amen,  &c 

[  Lxxvn.  ] 

(of  the  penitenoe  of  a  woman  who  had  committed  thbee 

MURDEBa) 

PEre  was  a  baroun),  tbat  had  a  fayre  donghtere  to  marie,  the 
which  a  fayre  knyght  wolde  haue  weddid,  if*  she  wolde 
haue  assentid  tberto.  A  prince  also,  that  was  a  grete 
lorde,  wolde  haue  here  to  wife,  she  louyd  more  the  knyght  for 
his  fayrenesse  then  she  did  the  prince.  Atte  laate,  by  oonsente 
of  the  fadir,  the  prince  gafe  feithe  to  ]7e  maydyn),  to  haue  here 
to  wife;  and  couenattnte  was  made  pnvely  be-twene  hym  and 
the  mayden),  that  he  shuld  come  to  here  in  an)  Erbere,  piyvely 
be-twene  hym  and  the  maydyn),  that  she  shuld  come  this,  and  he 
wolde  mete  with  here  in  an  Erbere  prively.  The  prince  rode  hom- 
warde,  and  mette  the  knyght,  that  he  louyd  mekylle,  and  seide 
prively  to  the  knyght,  how  he  shuld  wedde  the  maydyn),  and  how 
he  shuld  go  that  nyght  into  ])e  Erbere.  The  knyght  seide,  as 
cownseylyngi,  "  god  forbede,  sir,  that  on  suche  wise  on  nyghte«  tyme 
that  ye  shuld  go  for  swich  a  cause,  syn)  ye  are  sekere  of  here."  The 
prince  wolde  do  by  cownsayle,  and  saide,  forsothe  he  wolde  not 
come  there,  when  the  prince  was  gone,  the  knyght  wente  to  the 
forseide  Erbere ;  and  anone  the  maydyii)  Come  to  hym).  Anone  the 
knyght  kyssed  here,  and  knewe  here  fleshly,  and  seide  to  the 
maydyn,  "  I  ame  the  knyght,  that  wolde  haue  had  the  to  wife."  and 
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when  sHe  wyste  this,  she  sorowecl  wondere  gretly,     and  when  the 
knyght  slepte  by  here^  she  toke  his  knjfe,  and  Catte  his  throte 
asondre.   than)  she  wente  to  a  stronge  Ribalde,  that  was  in  here  fader 
senuce,  and  prayde  hym)  to  beie  the  body  of  the  knyght  to  a  depe 
watiie  welle.    he  graunted,  with  this  Couenattnte,  so  that  he  myght 
knows  here  flesly.    with  this  Couenaunte  he  bare  the  body  of  this 
knyght  on  his  back  j   and  she  slely  with  his  gyrdiH  bownde  the 
body  of  the  knyght  to  the  body  of  the  Eybalde,  and  wente  with 
hym)  to  the  pitte ;  and  she  etode  be-hynde,  and  putte  bothe  into  the 
pittOy  and  drownyd  the  Eybalde.     then  the  maydyo)  wente  home, 
and  come  sone  after  the  prince,  and  weddid  the  maydyn) ;  and  when) 
nyght  come,  and  they  shuld  go  to  bedde,  the  wife,  that  knewe  here 
selfe  corapte  of  the  knyght^  wolde  not  go  into  the  bedde  to  the  prince, 
bat  bade  oon)  of  here  maydyns  go  into  the  bedde  to  the  prince.   And 
anone  as  she  was  comyn)  into  the  ^  bedde,  he  knewe  here  fleshly,  and 
afterward  slepte.     then  come  fe  wyfe  to  the  bedde,  he  slepyng*,  and 
bade  the  damyseH  rise  yppe.    she  wolde  not ;  therfore  the  wife  sette 
the  Chambre  on  fyre,  and  brente  the  damyseH,  and  toke  away  here 
hoosband.   and  so  ])/s  lady  did  thre  grevouse  synnes ;  she  slowe  the 
knyght^  and  drownyd  the  Bibalde,  and  brente  the  damyseH.     Aft^- 
warde  she  was  sorye  for  here  synnes,  and  wente^  and  was  shreuyn)  ta 
an  holy  man),  and  toke  penaunce,  that  Eu^ry  friday  that  she  shnlde 
were  the  heyeei',  and  Ete  brede,  and  water,  and  Euery  fiiday  fede 
ziij.  pore  men ;  and  this  she  did  longe  tyme.    Aftyrwarde  she  wolde 
haue  more  sharpe  penaunce,  and  was  a-knowe  aH  here  synnes  to  & 
wicked  preste,  that  when  he  had  herde  att  here  confession),  seide, 
Ytt^rly  bat  if  he  myght  knowe  here  fleshly,  he  wil  telle  aH  to  here 
hoosbond.   and  for  she  wolde  not  consente  therto,  the  wicked  preste 
tolde  ali  to  here  housbonde,  and  tolde  hym  here  penaunce,  how  on) 
Fryday  she  ware  the  hayre,  and  fasted  brede  and  watire,  and  f edde 
zitj.  pore  men),      when  the  housbond  come  home,  he  was  right 
WTothe,  and  Called  here  bore  and  strumpeti ;  and  rente  here  clothes, 
for  to  se  the  heyre,  and  he  fownde  a  feiyre  white  smok  j  and  in  mete, 
when  she  Ete  but  brede  and  watir,  he  assayed  of  the  brede,  and  hym 
thoo^^t  he  had  neuer  Etyne  so  delectable  brede ;  Also  he  dranke  of> 
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the  watir,  and  semyd  to  hym  the  beste  wyne  that  £a^  he  dranlce ; 
and  the  zi\j.  pore  men)  hym  thought  it  were  xiij.  aungells.  he  asked! 
of*  hia  wyfe  how  thia  waa  t  She  anawerid,  and  aeide,  **  it  ia  goddis 
wille."  and  afterwarde  they  lyvedyn)  to-gedre  holylye.  it  ia  a  good 
tale,  and  a  meracle  for  hem  that  hah)  ben)  aynnera,  that  deuouUy 
taken)  penaiinoe,  and  done  it  in  dede.     Amen,  &c. 

[  LXXVin.  ] 
(how  a  xubdbbbr  was  oetsoted  bt  a  doo.) 

Oharlya,  kyng*  of  frannce,  weddid  a  wyfe,  sible,  the  doughty  of 
the  Emperour  costantyne  the  noble,  ^at  was  a  woman)  moste 
fayre,  and  wiae  in  good  werkes,  wele  Enfourmyd,  and  denonte 
in  the  seruice  of  god  and  of  seynte  marie.  It*  feUe  on)  a  day,  that 
the  kyng*  made  a  grete  feate  with  his  baroona ;  and  while  they  were 
there  atte  mete,  Entred  a  dwerfe  of  a  litiH  stature,  hauyng*  a  grete 
hede  and  bely,  snu^  Eyen,  and  a  hose  in  his  back,  and  Crokid  fete, 
and  blak  fleshe,  and  fuH  of  all  diformyte.  he  thus  livedo^  in  the 
s^mice  of  the  kyng*.  It  happenyd,  that  the  kyng*  wento  to  the  wode 
an  huntyng*,  and  a  knyght  lafte  at  home,  that  was  called  machaiie, 
that  brente  'in  the  loue  of  the  queen) ;  and  for  he  myght  not  haue  his 
wille  on  no  wise,  he  cownseyled  the  dwarfe,  that  he  shuld  go  into  the 
queenes  Chambre ;  and  when)  he  sawe  here  alone,  he  ahuld  know  here 
fleshly,  the  dwarfe,  that  wreche,  wente  into  the  Chambre  of  the 
queen) ;  and  when)  he  sawe  here  alone,  the  queen)  be-helde  what  ho 
wolde  do,  and  smote  hym  with  here  fyste,  ao  that  she  brake  thre  of 
his  teihe.  f)e  kyng*  come  home,  and  asked  who  had  smytten)  the 
dwarfe  t  he  seide,  "  I  wente  on  the  greces,  and  felle,  and  brake  my 
tethe."  On  the  next  nyght  aft^,  the  kyng<  herde  the  bellys  rynge  to 
matyns ;  and  wente  to  the  kyrke.  sone  after,  the  dwarfe  wente 
prively  in  to  the  Chambre  of  the  queen,  that  slepte ;  and  wente  into 
the  bedde ;  and  while  he  thought  what  he  shuld  do,  he  be-gan)  to 
slepe,  and  so  they  slepte  bothe,  till  it  was  light  day.  The  kyog* 
come  from  the  kyrke,  and  fownde  hem  bothe  slepyng<.  Anone  he 
called  his  barouns,  to  come  to  se  this  dede.  the  kyng*  seide,  **  I 
wolde  not  that  this  had  fallen)  for  aE  my  reawme ! "  he  askid  of  the 
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dwaife,  how  lie  wente  In)  f  and  he  seide,  atte  biddyng*  of  the  queeo), 
and  seide  false.  Then)  the  kyng*  swaie,  that  they  shidd  be  bothe 
biente.  The  day  waa  oideyned,  and  the  queezi)  was  brought  in  here 
amok  alone  to  the  ^rie ;  and  she  toke  the  kyng*  by  the  l^gges,  and 
askid  mercy  and  lone,  for  she  was  with  childe.  Anone  duke  naymes, 
Eoulonde,  ande  Olyu^,  Ogere^,  Denys,  and  othere  comyn  to  the 
kyng<y  prayeng*  for  the  queen),  sayeng,  that  it  shuld  not  be  b^-fore 
the  byrthe  of  the  childe,  for  aB  the  worlde,  brenne  here.  The  kynge 
herde  hem),  and  graunted  hem)  here  askyng* ;  and  oommaunded,  that 
the  dwarfe  shuld  be  brought  forthe,  for  to  be  brente.  and  when 
the  dwarfe  was  brought,  yette  the  kyng*  asked  hym,  how  he  durste 
Entere  the  Chambre  of  the  queen)  f  he  answerid  as  he  did  before, 
fakly,  that  he  did  it  atte  byddyng*  of  the  queen).  The  kyng*  bade 
putte  hym  in  the  fyre ;  And  anone  as  he  had  yoldyh)  the  sperite,  the 
kyng*  sawe  the  deuyH  bare  away  his  soule  to  belle,  then  he  was  fuU 
of  Borowe,  and  commaundid  ^e  queen)  to  be  putt  oute  of  the  reawme, 
with  oute  any  delaye ;  and  gafe  here  an  esse  to  ride  on),  and  a  noble 
baioun),  whose  name  was  Aubry  of  Mundider^  on  whome  he  trusted 
wele,  to  lede  here  throwe  the  grete  wode.  and  that  Aubry  wente  with 
the  queen),  and  in  the  wode,  be-syde  a  welle,  the  knyght  'Aubry 
made  the  queen)  light  downe,  and  Ete  and  drynke.  sone  aftir  come 
Macharie,  the  traytoure,  armyd,  and  wold  confotinde  the  queen); 
and  anone  she  prayde  Aubry  to  defende  here.  And  for  he  wolde 
[not]  frely  delyuer  the  queen)  to  macharie,  Macharie  began  to  fyght 
with  aubry,  the  knyght  that  ledde  the  queen),  and  smote  of^  his  hede. 
and  while  they  f oughten),  the  queen)  rode  in  to  the  wode  alone  the 
apace  of  iij.  leges,  and  there  she  mette  oon)  whos  name  was  warkere, 
a  mych  man),  and  a  right  myghty ;  and  anone  he  seide  to  the  queen), 
"  o !  woman),  thou  arte  right  fayre,  thou  shalte  be  my  loue ;  for  I 
aawe  neu^r  a  f ayrere ;  thou  arte  like  the  queen)  of  fraimce,  that  oure 
kyng*  commaundid  to  be  brente.**  she  saide, ''  brothere,  I  am)  queen)." 
and  toldo  hym)  how  all  thing*  was  done,  and  prayde  hym)  to  defende 
here,  and  she  shuld  make  hym  riche.  This  warkere  anone  seide, 
that  he  shulde  deffende  here  with  strength  of  hande  a^ynea  aH. 
and  so  he  lafte  his  wyfe  and  his  childryn),  and  ladde  here  to  the 

>  MS.  Bogere.  '  leaf  78. 
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house  of  here  fad^re ;  and  there  she  had<)  childe ;  and  afterwside 
she  wente  to  the  courte  of  Rome,  for  to  haue  helpe ;  and  there  a-hode 
goddis  sonde.  And  the  grewhonde  of  auhrj  had  kepte  iiij.  dayes  the 
dede  hody  of  his  mayster  from)  hriddes  and  bestes.  the  iiij.  day  for 
hongere  he  rose,  and  ranne  to  paryse,  be-fore  the  kyng*,  while  he  sate 
atte  mete;  and  loked  aH  a>hoate,  and  sawe  macharie^  the  knyght 
that  slowe  his  mayst^*.  he  drewe  hym  j&ond  the  horde  to  the  Erthe, 
and  bote  hym)  EuyH  j  Atte  laste  he  toke  a  lofe  in  his  mouthe  for 
hongere,  and  ranne  throw  idi  to  the  wode,  for  to  kepe  his  mayster. 
The  seconde  day  he  Come  on)  the  same  wise.  The  thiid  day  ^e 
f rendes  of*  macharie  ordeyned  him  staves,  for  to  sle  the  grewhonnde  ; 
and  afterwaide  anone,  as  he  was  wonte,  the  grewhotmd  for  hongen 
come  vnto  the  kynges  house  The  vij.  day  for  his  mete,  while  the 
kyng  sate  atte  Tabille.  The  frendes  of  macharie  rysen),  and  wolde 
haue  slayne  the  grewhounde.  Then)  the  duke  naymes  toke  the 
grewhonde  by  the  neck,  and  defended  hem  on  the  kynges  be-halfe, 
that  no  man)  shuld  do  no  harme ;  and  be  the  tokens  of  the  grew** 
hounde  anone  be-fore  att  seide,  that  macharie  had  slayne  aubty. 
Anothere  seide,  that  he  wolde  defende  hym  with  his  body.  Then 
the  kynge  commaundid,  that  the  grewhounde  shuld  honestly  be 
kepte,  and  toke  cownsaylle  of*  this  thinge.  The  duke  naymes  saide 
for  Cownsayle,  that*  ^the  grewhonnde  shuld  go  where  he  wolde,  and 
that  the  kyng*  and  othere  shuld  f olowe  hym) ;  and  this  was  done, 
then  the  grewhounde  wente  be-fore  the  kyng*  to  the  wode  where  his 
mayster  laye  dede,  and  made  myehe  soxowe,  lickyng*  his  woundes 
with  his  tonge.  then  the  kyng*  was  sorie,  and  made  his  body  to  be 
borne  to  paryse,  and  there  worshipfully  to  be  beryed.  After  that, 
the  duke  naymes  gafe  cownseylle,  that*  macharie  shuld  feght  with 
the  grewhonde,  and  he  shulde  haue  a  staffe  to  defPende  hym)  with^  a 
fote  longe  and  an  halfe ;  and  if  he  ou^recome  hym,  he  shuld  be 
conuycte  as  to  the  dethe.  aH  they  perseyued  this  cownsaylle,  and 
accepte  it.  the  day  was  sette  to  f eghte,  in  the  presence  of^  the  kyng*. 
this  Cursed  macharie  with  his  staffe  come  to  the  medowe.  the  duke 
naymes  toke  the  grewhotmde,  and  lete  hym  go,  sayeng*,  **  in  the 
name  of  god  and  seynte  marie,  the  blessid  vii^ne,  go,  and  venge  the 
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dethe  of  thy  mayster  1 "  Anone  the  grewhonde  toke  hym  by  the 
hande,  and  gievously  bote  hyin);  and  than  toke  the  stafe  in  his 
mouthe,  and  drew  macharie  to  the  Erthe,  and  helde  hym  so  myghtely 
ia  the  throte  with  his  tethe,  that  macharie  Cried  with  an  highe  Toice, 
niffrcy  i  m^rcy !  the  grewhot^nde  was  take  froni)  hym) ;  and  than 
be-fore  the  kyng*,  he  was  aknowe  of*  the  trouthe,  how  he  wolde  hane 
knowe  the  qneen)  fleshly,  and  myght  not,  and  how  he  stirred  and 
bade  the  dwarfe  how  he  shuld  go  into  pe  queenes  Chambre,  for  to 
confownde  here,  and  she  smote  oute  his  tethe  with  here  fyste.— 
After  that  I  bade  hym)  wayte,  when  the  kyng*  were  rysen)^  and  she 
in  bedde,  that  he  shold  go  into  bedde  to  here ;  But  afterward  he 
tolde  me,  he  felle  on  slepe  Anone  while  he  thought  how  he  shuld 
done,  and  so  he  touchid  here  not."  Also  he  tolde  how  he  folowed 
the  qneene,  £<»  to  haue  had  here,  and  howe  he  slowe  Aubry,  the 
knyghti  in  the  wode,  for  he  wolde  not  suffere  hym)  to  haue  her', 
whexi)  this  was  herde,  The  Kyng*  bade  that  macharie  shuld  be  take, 
and  Gralaren),  his  Cousyn),  and  othei'  traytours ;  and  made  hem  to 
be  drawen)  throwe  the  Cite,  and  also  to  be  brente.  when  this  was 
done,  the  grewhoonde  lay  thre  dayes  atte  towmbe  of  his  mayster,  with, 
ontyn)  mete,  and  then)  he  deyed.  and  the  kyng<  made  hym)  to  be 
beryed  with  oute  the  kyrke  yerde,  a-gayne  his  maystar.  Afterwarde 
the  kyng*  made  men)  to  seke  the  queen),  and  to  be  brought  home 
agayne,  if*  she  myght  be  fowndyn)  at  rome.  thaxi)  the  pope,  with 
^Erchebyshopes  and  byshopes,  and  the  fadire  of  the  queen),  with  n 
grete  company,  comyn  into  Fraunce,  and  aH  that  was  done  wa£( 
lemytte ;  and  the  kyng*  of  Frannce  ressayued  his  wyfe  wit^  a  grete. 
worship,  and  they  lyvedyn)  longe  to-gedre  holylye  in  god.  this  tale 
is  argayne  heme  that  are  traytoures,  and  a-gayne  hem  that  are 
morderers,  that  may  not  be  kepte  cownseyle;  also  it  makes  god 
to  shewe  myracle  on  a  vnresonable  beste,  as  he  did  on  the  grew- 
honde, &c* 

'  leaf  74.  '  For  No.  T^XXTX,  Tale  of  Lear,  see  before,  p.  48. 
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[  LXXX.  leaf  76,  back.  ] 
(the  power  of  penitence.) 

A  woman  there  was  some  tyme  on)  lyre,  that  had  done  a 
greuouse  synne  in  here  yonge  age,  ihat  she  durste  not  for 
shame  be  aknowe  to  no  preste.  nener  the  leae  she  did  many 
good  dedeSy  hopyng*  to  be  sauyd  withoute  contricion)an<)  confession); 
and  so  she  abode  vnto  the  laste  sekenesse,  and  wolde  not  be  confessed 
of  that  synne  to  no  man)  on  no  wise,  for  wicked  shame.  It*  happid 
that  tyme,  that  the  pareshe  preste  had  a  chambre  nere  the  chirche, 
I  and  sate  at  his  selle,  and  loked  onto  at  his  latyse  towand  the  kyrke, 
and  sawe  oon)  bryng*  a  Chayere  brennyng«  as  fyre,  an<)  sette  it  in  a 
sertayne  place,  there  Come  a  grete  maystar,  and  sette  hym  in  the 
Chayere  as  domysman) ;  and  Called  his  sngettes,  and  asked  hem 
what  they  had  done  t  oon)  Come,  and  seide,  that  he  had  diownyd 
mony  in  the  see.  Anothere  seide,  he  hat)  drawen)  many  to  synne  of 
pride,  another*,  to  Couetyse.  Anothei*,  to  lechery.  Anothere  had 
drawen)  man)  and  woman)  to  the  consente  of  synne.  Anothere  had 
drawen)  hem  to  the  dede  of  synne.  Anothere  had  made  bate  betweii) 
man  and  wife,  and  made  bein)  to  chide,  and  to  flyte,  and  fegbte,  and 
Curse,  and  banne,  that  nethere  lone  ne  charite  was  be-twene  hein)~ 
**  and  so  I  haae  ordeyned  hem)  with  ys  to  dwelle  in  belle."  Than 
seide  the  maystcr  deuytt,  )»at  sate  in  the  chayre,  ''  ye  wote  not  what 
ye  saye ;  thay  may  yete  be  sory  for  here  synnes,  and  be  conf essyd, 
and  sauyd."  Oon)  of  hem)  seide  to  the  mayster  deuyH,  that  he  did 
a  woman  do  a  synne  in  here  yonge  age,  and  bathe  kepte  here  therein 
vnto  here  laste  Ende  of  here  sekenesse,  tellyng*  here,  that  be  goode 
werkes  ^she  may  be  sanyd,  with  onto  contncion)  and  confession), — 
*^  b^-holde,  I  bane  here  tonge  in  my  purse,  for  she  bathe  loste  here 
epeche."  and  tolde  the  synne  that  she  had  done,  when  the  preste 
had  herde  this,  he  wente  to  hire  a  good  pase^  and  prechid  to  here  of 
here  synnes  of  yonge  age ;  that  she  shuld  aske  god  mercj,  and  be 
sorye  that  she  had  ofPendid,  with  sorowe  of  herte ;  and  if  she  myght 
not  speke,  she  shuld  holds  vpp  here  handes,  or  loke  vpwarde.  and 
she  did  so,  and  wepte  faste ;  and  he  sawe  here  deuocion),  and  proyde 
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to  gody  and  ali  that  were  there,  that  he  woldf  shews  here  speche,  to 
be  shxeyyn).  and  anone  she  spake,  and  blessyd  god.  and  the 
preste  askid^  of*  here  of*  such  a  synne  of*  yonge  age.  then  she  was 
a-knowe  of  that  synne,  and  ali  othere  that  myght  come  to  here 
inynde,  with  a  wondre  grete  contricioD)  of  heite,  and  soiow  of 
sperite;  that  god  foigafe  here  bothe  the  gylte  and  the  payne  for 
synne.  Then  the  preste  wente  a-gayne  to  his  selle,  and  herde  a 
ferdfafi  noyse  of*  a  deuyH,  cnyng*,  "  alas  !  alas  I  for  now  haue  I  loste 
that  I  haue  many  a  day  kepte.  I  se  the  aungels  here  the  soide  of 
that  woman)  to  heuyn),  the  which  so  longe  I  haue  kepte  in  synne. 
He,  this  papularde  preste,  hathe  herde  oure  Cownsaylle,  and  bathe 
delyuared  here  &om)  syn),  and  aH  oure  powere  ! "  This  tale  telleth 
Seynte  Anselyne.     Amen. 

[  LXXXL  ] 

(how  a  son   DELITEBED   his   mother  from   HELL.) 

PEre  was  a  man),  that  dted  the  paynes  of  purgatorie,  and 
prayde  oure  lorde,  that  he  wolde  sende  hym  a  sekenesse  in 
the  stid  of  purgatorie;  and  god  sente  into  hym)  the  fallyng* 
EuyH,  and  the  lipre,  and  the  fyre  of  belle,  and  he  suffred  tho  iij. 
sekenesse  xv.  yere,  and  ]yan)  Come  an  aungille  to  hym),  and  seide, 
^  thy  sekenesse  are  take  from)  the,  and  god  hathe  forgeuyn)  the  thy 
synne."  And  when)  he  was  hole,  he  spake  to  the  aungille,  and 
seide,  "  I  pray  the,  that  I  may  haue  the  same  paynes  a-gayne,  for  to 
delyner  my  modre,  if*  that  she  be  in  payne.*'  The  aungiH  seide,  "  if* 
thou  suffred  fes  peynes  fro  the  fyrste  day  of  thy  byrthe  vnto  thyn) 
£nde,  thou^  shuld  not  delyuer  here  the  peyne  of*  oo  day  that  she 
sufferith ;  But  make  the  a  preste,  and  pray  to  god,  that  he  wil  shewe 
to  the  the  state  of  thy  modre,  and  how  she  may  be  holpyn)."  he 
did  so ;  And  when)  he  had  songen)  his  fyrste  masse,  he  lefte  stiH 
alone  in  the  kyrke.  and  his  modre  aperid  to  hym),  and  shewed  to 
hym  a  brennyng*  honde,  in  the  which  she  was  wonte  to  here  Bynges. 
After  this  she  shewed  here  herte  brennyng*,  ^and  a  tode  gnawyngi 
thereon),  for  pride  that  she  had  in  here  herte,  for  here  clothyng*,  and 

'  and  askfdtf,  MS.  *  leaf  76,  baok. 
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here  arraye.  and  an  oh)  she  was  b  rente,  and  tumyd  into  askjs,  and 
rose  argayne,  and  saide,  that  seuynty  tymes  on  the  day  she  suffred 
this  payne.  Than  the  Bonne  askid^  how  this  payne  myglit  be 
released  ?  she  answerid,  p7*ayeng*  hynoD,  that  he  wolde  syng<  for  here 
aH  a  yere.  he  grauntid  therto,  and  did  if ;  and  anone  she  was  out 
of  his  sight,  and  after  the  yeris  £nde  he  sawe  twoo,  and  be-twene 
hem)  a  fayre  woman),  the  which  he  had  wende  had  ben)  onre  ladie 
seynte  marie ;  and  she  seide  to  hym),  "  I  am)  not  marie,  but  I  am  thy 
modere,  that  for  fe  and  thy  messes  syngyng*  for  me,  I  ame  delyuered 
from  ali  peynes,  and  go  to  the  loyes  of  paradise ;  and  for  thou  haste 
done  ]7U8,  thou  haste  bothe  delyuered  me  and  the  from  aH  woo,  and 
thy  merite  is  sette  in  heuyn)  redy  agayne  ]>ou  come ;  and  sone  shalte 
thou  Come  therto."     Amen),  &c. 


[  LXXXir.  ] 

(how  an  UNBEUEYEB  was  SHAMED  BT  THE  DEVIL.) 

A  man  there  was  of*  false  bileue  and  a  wich,  that  leuyd  not  on 
the  sacremente.  he  Callyd  to  hym  the  mayster  deuyH,  that 
sate  in  a  Chayere  crowned,  with  a  septre  in  his  hande,  as  he 
had  bene  a  kyng^ ;  and  as  he  sate  come  a  preste  for  by,  with  the 
sacremente  to  a  seke  persone.  The  deuyii  anone  caste  downe  the 
septre  and  his  Crowne,  and  knelid,  and  worshipped  the  sacramente. 
The  wich  askid  the  deuyti,  why  he  did  so  1  he  saide,  "  for  he  is  my 
lorde  and  thy  lorde,  that  made  me  and  the,  and  aH  thing*,  he  in 
fourme  of*  brede  passyd  here  for  by,  and  therfore  I  worshipped 
hym) ;  for  it  is  written,  in  the  name  of  le^^u  Euery  kne  is  bowed, 
in  heuyii),  in  Erthe,  and  in  helle.  and  therfore  I  knele  downe,  and 
worship  hym."  This  sawe  this  man  of  false  be*leue,  and  was 
ashamed,  and  seide  to  hym)  selfe,  "the  deuyH  be-leuyth,  and 
tremblyth,  And  dothe  worship,  and  is  dampnyd.  Therfore  do  thou 
worship,  and  beleue  truly,  and  thou  shalt  be  saufe ;  for  it  is  written)^ 
he  fat  be-leuyth  not,  shaH  be  condempnyd.  Therfore  it  is  better  to 
me  to  be-leue  wele^  and  save  my  selfe."    &c. 
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[  LXXXIII.  ] 

(of   four   devils   which  appeared  to   a  DTINO  HAN.) 

PEre  was  some  tyme  a  yonge  man)  and  a  lolye,  the  which  the 
Enemy  of  mankynde,  the  deuyti,  styrrec)  to^  synne,  so  that 
he  consentid  to  synne;  an<)  afterwarde  did  it  in  dede,  and! 
contennec)  there  in  vnto  a  KtiH  before  he  deyed.  when  many  wynters 
he  hail  leuyd  there  in,  he  felle  seke^  andf  shuld  passe  oute  of  this 
worlde,  as  Euery  man)  'And  woman  shali'.  this  man,  as  he  lay,  he 
sawe  iiij.  denyls ;  oon)  stondyng*  at  his  fete,  anothere  at  [the]  lyfte 
syde,  the  thrid  on  the  righf  syde,  and  the  fourte  at  his  hede.  when 
he  sawe  this,  he  was  right  sore  a-ferde.  then  the  deuyH  that  stode 
at  his  fete  saide  to  this  soule,  '*  this  shaii  I  haue,  for  to  presente  oure 
kyng*  sathanas,  for  to  haue  thanke  of  hym) ;  for  I  fyrste  sterid  hym 
to  synne."  Jjew  seide  the  deuyH  that  stode  on  the  lyfte  side,  "  I  am 
better  worthy  for  to  haue  hym  then  thou,  for  thegh  thou  temptid 
hym  to  syn),  I  made  hym  to  do  the  synne ;  therfore  shaH  I  haue  the 
soule  to  presente  with  oure  lorde  and  souerayngne."  The  deuyH 
that  stode  on  the  right  side  spake  than),  and  seide,  "  I  am  better 
worthy  for  to  haue  hym  then  ye  bothe ;  for  if"  thou  sterid  hym  to 
synne,  and  thou  made  hym  to  do  the  synne,  I  haue  made  hym  to 
contenue  and  lye  in  synne  vnto  this  tyme,  and  am)  sekere  of  hym), 
for  he  may  not  speke.  se,  here  is  his  tonge  in  my  hande;  and 
therefore  I  shaH  haue  hym)  to  presente  with  oure  worthy  kyng* 
sathanas,  for  to  haue  the  thanke."  Than  he  spake  that  stode  atte 
hede,  "  now  are  ye  grete  fooles."  they  seide,  "  why  1 "  **  for  god  is 
so  mercyfuH,  that  as  longe  as  his  soule  is  in  his  body,  if  he  wil  aske 
mercy,  he  may  be  sauyd."  Then  seide  the  deuyH  that  stode  on)  the 
right  side, ''  how  shuld  he  aske  mercy  ?  he  may  not  speke,  for  I  haue 
his  tunge  in  myh)  hande."  The  tothere  seide,  "  thoughe  thou  haue 
his  tunge  in  thyn  hande,  he  may  aske  mercy  with  his  herte  with  in  ; 
and  so  ye  mowe  lese  aH  youre  laboure,  and  haue  myche  Indignac^'on) 
of  oure  prince."  The  seke  man)  herde  what  ^e[y]  seydyn),  and  keste 
vp  the  mynde  of  his  herte  to  god,  with  a  grete  sorowe  for  his  synnes, 
and  seide,  '*  lorde  lesw.  Criste,  for  the  grete  multitude  of  thy  mercies, 
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haue  m^cy  on)  me,  synfuH  wreche,  and  sende  me  mj  speche,  that  I 
may  be  sbreuyn)."  And  anone  god  sente  hym)  his  speche.  And 
anone  he  sente  for  his  gostly  fadre,  and  was  shreuyn)  of  afi  his 
synnes,  with  grete  contricion),  and  sorowe  of  herte ;  and  sone  aft^ 
he  deyeil,  and  wente  t)  blisse.  and  thus^  he  begiled  the  denyH^ 
with  contricion)  of*  herte,  opyn  confession),  and  dew  satisfaccion ;  for 
contncion)  may  be  so  mych,  that  it  shalt  be  fuH  satisfaccion)  for  att 
synne  that  man  or  woman)  hathe  done.  Att  men)  and  women)  that 
are  in  dedly  synne,  I  pray  god  gyfe  hem  grace  ^us'  to  be-gile  ^ 
fende !    Amen. 

[  LXXXIV.  ] 

(how   ST.    CATHERINE   DROVE   AWAT   THE   DEVIL.) 

P£re  was  a  man),  that  ofte  sithe  was  tempt«d  wttA  dyspayre, 
and  prayde  seynte  Cateryn)  of*  helpe,  of  ^whome  he  bad  grete 
deuocion).     seynt  Cateryn)  Comforted   hym,  and  bade  hym 

say  thus, 

*'  Foule  fende,  away  thou  flee  I 
Criste  with  his  blode  he  hathe  bought  me  ; 
of  his  blode  the  Crowne  was  redde  ; 
flee,  thou  foule  feude,  that  is  thy  dede.**     &o. 

[  LXXXV.  ] 
(how  the  virgin  pleaded  fob  a  sinner's  soul.) 

PEre  was  some  tyme  a  man,  that  leuyd  veciously  and  synfully, 
and  wolde  neuer  amende  hym),  for  no  thyng*  that  his  con- 
fessoure  couthe  saye  to  hym,  ne  for  no  notbere  mannys 
cownsayle,  but  leuyd  aH  weye  in  synne.  then  oure  lorde  Caste  on 
hym  A  sekenesse,  ])at  he  laye  bedreden)  v\j.  yere,  that  he  myght  not 
rise  wit^oute  helpe  of  othere ;  and  yete  he  wolde  not  amende  hyiuX 
when)  the  vij.  yere  were  gone,  oure  lorde  helid  hym)  a-gayne,  so  that 
he  myght  go  with  a  staffe,  and  so  othere  vij.  yere  he  wente  with  his 
staffe,  and  amendid  hym  not  of*  his  synne.  then)  our  lorde  Caste 
hym)  downe  a-gayne  in  his  bedde,  with  a  grett^  sekenesse  than  he 
had  fyrste ;  and  so  he  laye  ofer  v\j.  yere,  and  amendid  hym)  not. 
when)  the  vij.  yere  were  gone,  oure  lorde  made  hym  as  hole  as  Euer 
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he  was  be-foie ;  and  than  was  he  glad  andf  fayne,  but  yette  he  wolde 
not  leue  his  sjnne,  but  was  more  synfuH  and  f  roward  than)  Euer 
he  was  be-fore,  and  when  he  had  leuyd  so  a  while,  and  wolde  not 
amende  hym,  oure  lorde  sente  hym  a  sekenesso,  in  the  which  he 
laye  iij.  wekes,  and  deyed.  Than)  the  deny  Is  tokyn)  his  soule,  and 
leden  it  into  a  fayie  playne  place,  in  the  which  sate  a  fayre  man)  aa 
domysman),  on  a  litiH  hille;  and  beside  hym)  a  fayre  ladie,  and 
many  othere  seyntes.  to  whome  the  deuytt  seide,  ^'BightfuH 
domysman),  deme  this  soule  to  dwelle  with  me  in  helle,  for  he  hathe 
leuyd  aH  his  life  in  synne,  and  deyed  there  in ;  for  thou  sayeste  thy 
aelfe,  who  so  deyeth  in  dedly  synne,  shuld  go  to  helle."  Than  aaide 
the  soule,  **  a !  good  lorde,  haue  mercy  on)  me/'  Then  soide  oure 
lorde,  "sone,  I  sente  the  sekenesse  and  disese,  for  thou  shuldiste 
amende  the,  and  leue  thy  synne  while  thou  lyveste,  but  thou  wolde 
not,  therfore  my  rightwisenesse  wil  not  that  thou  be  sauyd."  he 
saide,  ''  a  I  yis,  m^rcyfuH  lorde,  haue  mercy  on)  me ! "  **  Bay,"  he 
saide,  "now  is  no  mercy,  but  aH  rightwisenesse;  therefore  thou 
moste  be  dampnyd."  when  the  soule  herde  this,  he  tumyd  to  that 
blessyd  ladie,  goddis  modre,  with  reuerence  And  plente  of  Teres, 
and  seide,  "  mercyf  uU  lady,  grace,  helpe,  and  mercy  hathe  bene  with 
the  from)  the^  begynnyug*  of  thy  byrthe,  ^And  therfore  it  longethe 
to  thyu)  office  for  to  helpe,  and  for  to  make  a-sethe  for  synfuH  soules ; 
for  thou  arte  modre  of  mercy,  and  maydyn)  moste  gracious  of  aE 
maydyns ;  for  it  longeth  to  aH  maydyns  for  to  haue  ruthe  and  com- 
passion), therfore,  lady,  I  beseche  you  of  helpe,  that  I  be  not 
dampned."  Then)  this  blessyd  lady  rose,  and  wente  and  knelid 
be-fore  here  sone,  and  saide,  "  I  pray  the,  sone,  haue  mercy  on  this 
soule."  than  seide  oure  lorde,  "  modre,  I  shadd  my  blode  for  this 
soule,  and  he  therto  wolde  take  no  hede,  ne  to  kepe  my  biddyng^ ; 
therfore  he  is  worthy  to  be  dampned."  "  A  1  my  dereworthe  sone," 
she  seide,  ''  I  wote  wele  thou  sheddiste  thy  preciouse  blode  for  hym, 
and  aH  synfuH ;  but,  sone,  thou  wottyste  wele,  that  blode  was  fyrste 
myn)  or  it  were  thyn),  for  that  blode  thou  toke  of*  me  in  thyn) 
Incamacion).  Therfore,  good  sone,  gyfe  me  parte  of  myh)."  Then 
the  good  lorde  saide  agayne  to  lus  modre,  "  I  may  not  denye  you  o0 
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that  ye  aske ;  Therfoie  take  tHe  soole,  and  putt  it  agayne  into  the 
bodie,  that  he  may  lyve  thie  dayes ;  and  if  he  wil  amende  hym),  h» 
shaH  be  sauyd."  Then  oore  ladie  putt  agayne  the  eoule  into  the 
bodie ;  and  when  he  was  on  lyve  agayne,  he  soiowed,  he  sobbete^  he 
wepte,  he  sente  for  his  conf easouie,  and  with  a  sory  and  a  contrite 
herte  he  shrove  hyme  of  idi  his  synnes  that  myght  come  to  hi3 
mynde^  and  asked  god  mercy  for  hem,  and  for  aB  otheie  that  come 
not  to  his  mynde  j  and  was  assoyled,  and  toke  his  penaunce,  and 
did  it  with  grete  contricion).  afterwarde  men)  Comen)  to  hym),  to 
comforte  hym,  and  asked  hym  how  he  fared,  and  how  it  was  with 
hym).  Then  he  tolde  hem  how  oore  blessid  ladie  had  delyuered 
hym  from)  dampnac/on),  and  brought  the  soule  to  ^e  body — *'  ^at  I 
shuld  amende  me,  and  the  i^.  day  go  the  waye  to  heuyn)." 

[  LXXXVI.  ] 

(how  a  knight   saw   all    his  actions   entered   in   two  B00K&) 

SEynte  beds  tellethe  in  gestes  of  Englonde,  that  there  was  a 
kyng*  in  the  northe  centre,  that  had  with  hym)  a  knyght^ 
that  was  an  hardy  maD)  and  a  myghty,  that  neu^r  wolde  flee 
in  no  batayle,  but  for  right  a  grete  nede,  for  sauyng*  of*  his  lyfe,  and 
therfore  the  kyng^  loued  hyme  wele ;  but  he  was  a  viciouse  man)  of 
his  leuyng*.  It  happenyd  afterwarde,  that  this  knyght  felle  seke, 
and  laye  in  his  bedde.  the  kyng*  herde  here  of*  and  wente  to  hym), 
for  to  loke  howe  he  fared,  and  for  to  comforte  hym) ;  and  seide  to 
hym),  ''it  is  good  that  thou  shiyre  the,  and  amende  the  of*  thy 
leuyng*."  ^  "  sir,"  he  seide,  "  be  to-mome  my  sekenesse  sh^  go 
awaye,  and  pen  shali'  I  amende  me  with  better  a-visemente."  he  lay 
stiH  seke  ij.  dayes,  and  amendid  hym  not,  and  was  more  seke  then 
he  was.  })e  ijj.  day  the  kyng*  come  a-gayne  to  hym),  and  askid  hym 
whethere  he  was  shreuyn)  or  not?  he  saide,  "nay."  "why  sot'* 
saide  the  kyng*.  he  saide,  "  for  if*  I  shrove  me  nowe,  my  felawes 
shuld  say  I  did  it  for  fere,  and  therfore  I  shaH  armende  me  when)  I 
am)  hole,  that  they  mow  say  I  am)  not  a  cowarde,  and  do  it  for  fere.'* 
the  kyng*  bade  amende  hym)  while  he  had  tyme ;  for  he  saide,  "  thou 
haste  ben  a  wicked  maii)  of  leuyng*."    then  tho  kyng*  wente  home 
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a-gayne,  and  the  knyglit  lay  BtiH  tm  the  tothere  day,  and  was  more 

sake,     the  kyng<  herde  telle  that  he  drewe  faste  to  dethe,  and  wente 

faste  to  hym,  for  he  wolde  that  he  had  beo)  sauyd.     But  or  he  come 

at  hym,  there  come  to  hym  ij.  fayre  white  men),  and  broaghtyn)  a 

litiH  boke,  and  openyd  it  be-fore  hym),  and  bade  hym  rede,     he 

redde  thereon),  and  Bone  had  done,  for  there  were  'there  in  but  a 

fewe  good  dedes.     Then)  comyh)  in  deuyls  many,  and  the  mayeter 

deuyH  saide  to  the  aungells,  '^gothe  hens,  for  ye  han)  nought  to  do 

here;    for  this  man)  is  oures."     and   the  aungells  wentyn  away. 

Then  the  knyght  saw  a  deuyH  bryng<  a  boke,  that  was  so  grete,  that 

hym  thought  it  was  inpossible  any  man)  for  to  here  it.     This  boke 

was  leyde  be-fore  hym)  opyh),  and  the  mayst^r  deuyti  bade  hym) 

rede,  and  he  loked  there  on);  and  hym  thought,  thaghe  he  had 

be-gone  atte  be-gynnyng<  of  his  lyfe,  he  shuld  not  haue  redde  it 

ynto  that  tyme,  for  the  multitude  of  synnes  that  were  written)  there 

in.     then  seide  the  deuyH,  ''thou  arte  oures;   it  may  no  nothere 

wise  be."     then)  come  in  the  kyug<;   and  when)  the  knyght  sawe 

hym  come,  he  saide  to  the  kyng*,  he  come  to  late,     the  kyng*  saide, 

"  nay,  for  alse  longe  as  a  man)  is  alyve,  and  wil  aske  m^rcy  hertely 

of  god,  he  shaH  haue  m^rcy ;  for  god  is  aH  mcrcyfuH."     The  knyght 

seide,  "  nay,  not  so,  for  or  ye  come  in,  come  ij.  fayre  white  men,  and 

brought  a  fayre  litiH  boke,  and  leydyn)  it  befor  me,  and  bade  me 

rede ;  and  I  had  sone  redde,  for  it  was  but  litiH.     In  then  come 

deuyls,  and  bade  the  white  men)  go  a-waye,  and  saydyn)  that  I  was 

heres ;  and  now  stondes  a  deuyH  at  myn)  hede,  with  a  longe  broche, 

an<¥  puttes  it  in  atte  crowne  of*  myn)  hede  ;  and  anothere  deuyH  at 

my  fete,  with  a  nothere  longe  broche,  and  puttes  it  in  atte  soules  of* 

my  fete ;  and  when)  they  mete  to-gedre  at  myn  herte,  I  shaH  deyc, 

and  go  vfiih  hem)  ^to  Helle."     And  sone  aftir  he  deyed,  and  wente 

as  a  wreche  to  belle,  with  the  fendes.     when  the  kyng*  had  herde 

this,  he  was  sory,  and  wente  his  way.     here  may  men  and  women) 

se,  how  perilouse  it  is  to  do  many  dedly  synnes,  and  for  to  lye  longe 

in  hem),  and  not  amende  hem)  while  they  lyven),  and  bene  in  good 

astate. 
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[  LXXXVIL  ] 
(of  a  haunted  chamber  in   ST.   MABY's   ABBET,   lORK.) 

In  Englonde  was  a  kyng<  some  tyme,  that  helde  his  parlemente 
at  yorke,  and  thiddere  come  aH  the  Bialles  of*  the  leawme, 
and  many  otheie.  Atte  laste  come  a  grete  Instice,  hut  he 
myght  not  gete  non)  hostille,  for  &&  were  take  vp  or  he  come,  then 
he  wente  to  seynt  marie  Ahhey,  an  house  of  monkes ;  and!  there  also 
aH  the  chamhres  were  take  vp,  safe  oon),  in  the  which  was  a  sperite 
walkyng* ;  that  no  man)  durste  lye  therein,  for  he  had  disesed  many 
a  man).  The  lustice  seide,  "  there  wifi  I  he."  and  hade  his  men) 
faste  go,  and  make  a  fyre  in  the  chemeney.  his  men)  were  afexde, 
and  wente,  and  shrove  hem)  as  Clene  as  they  couthe ;  and  wente, 
and  ordeyned  for  here  mayster.  Aft^warde  the  lustice  come  to 
here  Chamhre,  and  dranke,  and  made  hym  redie  for  to  go  to  hedde ; 
and  sette  his  ij.  hande  swerde  at  his  heddes  hede,  and  sate  in  his 
hedde  in  his  dowhlette.  He  sette  hym)  downe ;  and  when)  he  had 
sitten)  a  while,  come  an)  ape  oute  of*  the  privey,  and  sette  hym.  hy 
the  f3rre ;  and  now  clawed  the  tone  lege,  and  now  the  tothere,  and 
skipped  ouor  the  f ourme,  and  made  many  lapes ;  and  then  he  wente 
to  his  mennes  heddes  fete,  and  toke  vp  the  clothes,  and  fanned  hem) 
wynde.  they  were  a-ferde,  and  helde  the  clothes  faste  in  here 
handes.  after  this  the  ape  wente  to  the  fyre,  and  warmyd  hym) ; 
then  he  wente  to  the  lustice  hedde.  the  lustice  sawe  hym)  Come, 
and  putt  his  hande  towanl'  his  swerde,  hut  the  ape  was  atte  swerde 
or  he.  then  he  wente  to  the  Ape,  and  toke  hym)  in  his  armes,  and 
caste  hym  in  the  fyre ;  and  he  arose  oute  of  the  fyre,  and  toke  the 
lustice  in  his  armes,  and  caste  hym  in  the  fyre ;  and  he  rose  oute  of 
fe  fyre  lightly,  and  wente  to  the  ape,  and  wrastelid  with  hym)  longe  ; 
hut  norD  of*  his  men)  durste  not  helpe  hym),  for  fere,  and  when)  they 
had  longe  wrastelid,  the  ape  toke  hym)  and  caste  hym  on  his  hack, 
and  hare  hym)  in  atte  privey  dore,  his  hede  hitte  agayne  the  privey 
dore,  so  that  he  had  a  foule  stroke ;  and  than)  he  Cried,  "  lady, 
helpe ! "  and  anone  he  sawe  a  fayre  lady  stonde  he-fore  hym),  an<i 
the  sperite  fledde  a-way.     then  the  lustice  seide,  "what  ladie  are 
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ye ? "  "I  am)/'  she  seide,  " masie,  the  modre  ^of  god ;  anc^  for  thou 
calleste  aftir  myn  helpe,  I  anO  Comen)  to  helpe  the ;  and  if*  thou 
haddiste  Eere  CaUed,  I  shuld  Eere  haue  comyn  to  the,  and  but  if*  I 
had  comyn),  he  shuld  haue  slayne  the."  ^*  a  !  swete  ladie,  gramercy, 
and  kepe  me  from)  hym),  for  I  am)  a-ferde  that  he  wil  come  a-gayne, 
and  file  me."  *' be  not  a-ferde,  sone/'  she  saide,  ''for  I  shaU  haspe 
the.  dore,  and  pynne  it  with  a  pynne ;  and  therfore  go,  and  take  thy 
reste,  and  to-mome  when  thou  rises,  go,  and  shiyve  the  of  thy 
synnes ;  and  take  the  pynne  that  the  dore  is  pynned  with,  and  putte 
it  in  thy  purse ;  and  also  longe  as  thou  kepes  the  oute  of*  dedly 
synne,  so  longe  shaH  the  pynn)  abyde  with  the ;  and  whan)  thou 
fallys  in  dedly  synne,  the  pynne  shali  go  from  the."  This  man)  rose 
atte  mome,  and  toke  the  pynne,  and  wrapte  it  in  a  fayre  clothe,  as 
she  bade,  and  wente,  and  amendid  hym)  of*  his  synne,  and  leuyed 
wele  many  a  day.  But  the  Enemy  of*  mankynde,  the  false  fende, 
brought  hym)  into  dedly  synne;  and  than)  was  the  pynn)  gone, 
and  when  he  wiste  it  was  gone  he  made  mych  sorowe,  and  wente, 
and  shrove  hym)  of  his  synne,  and  did  his  penaunce,  and  had  the 
pyii)  agayne.  and  than  was  he  glad,  and  ly ved  wele  aB.  his  lyfe 
afU?rwarde ;  and  wente  to  heuyn)  when  he  deyed  oute  of*  fia  worlde. 
and  so  motte  we  aH,  I  pray  to  god !     Amen. 

[  LXXXVIII.  ] 

(OP  THE  DEATH-BED   OF   A  PROFANE   SWEARER.) 

PEre  was  a  man)  leuyng*  some  tyme,  that  leuyd  in  many  synnes 
the  moste  partie  of*  his  life,  and  namely  in  sweryng*,  for  he 
lafte  no  membre  of  cn'ste  but  that  he  sware  therby,  so  that 
the  herers  had  horroure  thereof*,  and  were  sorye,  and  bade  hym) 
amende  hym)  therof*.  and  his  confessoure  charged  hym  and  bade, 
that  he  shuld  leue  it,  and  amende  hym).  he  answerid,  and  seid^", 
"  I  am)  yonge,  and  therfore  I  wil  take  my  luste  while  I  may ;  and 
when  I  am)  olde,  I  shaH  amende  me,  and  leue  att  foly."  He  leuyd 
forthe  in  his  synnes  many  yeres,  and  wolde  not  amende  hym),  for  no 
mannys  speche.     atte  laste  he  felle  seke ;  and  men)  comyn)  to  hym), 
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and  bade  hyio)  amende  hym).  he  sakle  he  shuldl  to-mome.  On  the 
tothere  day  his  Curate  come  to  hym),  and  cownseyledf  hym  to 
amende  hym),  and  bade  hym)  thinke  what  paynes  he  shuld  haue  in 
helle  witA  the  deuyH,  but  if«  he  wolde  amende  hym)  or  he  deyed, 
and  what  loye  and  blisse  he  shuld  lose,  but  if*  he  wolde  a-mende 
hym)  or  he  deyed.  He  seide  a-gayne,  "  thou  chatters  ali  in  vayne, 
for  here  sitteth  oon>  at  myn)  hede,  and  sayeth,  I  shall  be  dampnet), 
for  he  sayeth,  it  may  no  nofere  wise  be."  the  confessoure  seide,  "he 
seide  not  sothe,  *fore  he  is  a  lyere  ]  for  aS  the  whiles  that  thou  lyves, 
thou  mayste  haue  m^-cy,  if  thou  wilt  aske  it."  "  yee,  go  thy  way," 
he  seide,  ''for  I  wil  not  do  after  the,  for  it  is  nought  that  thou 
sayest."  then  fe  confessoure  wente,  heuy  and  sorya  sone  after 
that,  come  the  fayreste  woman)  tliat  Euer  he  sawe  be-fore;  he  saw 
ncuer  none  so  fayre,  and  saide  to  here,  "  a  I  fayre  woman),  what  arte 
thou  1  "I  ame  marie,  the  modre  of  lesu  Criste."  "  why  come  ye 
hiddere  1 "  "  for  to  shew  the  my  sone.  lo  ! "  she  saide,  "  here  is 
my  sone,  lyeng*  in  my  lappe,  Yriih  his  hede  aH  to-broke,  and  his 
Eyen)  drawen)  oute  of  his  body,  and  layde  on  his  breste,  his  armes 
broken)  a-twoo,  his  legges  and  his  fete  also."  Then  seyde  oure  ladie 
to  hym,  "  what  is  he  worthy,  that  thus^  hathe  made  my  sonel"  he 
sjiide,  "he  is  worthy  to  haue  as  mych  payne  as  he  myght  here." 
Than)  seide  oure  ladie,  "  for  sothe  thou  arte  that  man),  that  thus  hathe 
made  my  sone."  "nay,"  he  sayde,  "that  haue  I  nought,"  "yis," 
she  seyde,  "  with  thy  gi-ete  othes  thou  haste  thus  rente  hym),  and 
with  thy  synfuH  leuyng* ;  but  I  haue  prayde  for  the  to  my  sone,  and 
haue  brought  hym)  to  the,  that  thou  shuldyste  aske  mtrcy  of  hyni)." 
"  nay,"  he  saide,  "  that  shatt  1  not."  "  why  so  1 "  seide  Crista  "  for 
I  am)  vn worthy  to  be  herde."  he  seide,  "if*  thou  be  vn worthy  for 
thy  synne,  and  haste  forsaken)  me,  but  yete  I  neuer  forsoke  the  \  for 
I  haue  bought  the  full  dere  with  my  passyon)  sufferyng*,  and  therfore 
aske  mercy,  and  thou  shalte  haue  mercy."  he  saide,  "  nay,  for  thegh 
thy  mercy  wille,  thy  rightwisnesse  wil  not ;  for  how  shuld  I  haue 
mercy,  that  haue  leuyd  aH  my  lyfe  in  synne  I  It  is  agayne  att 
resouns  it  shuld  be  so.  for  syn)  thou  putte  oute  Adam)  of  paradise 
into  this  worlde,  for  a  bitte  of  an  aple,  and  when)  he  deyed,  he 
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wcnte  into  helle.  How  shuld  I  then)  haue  mercy,  that  haue  done 
so  many  synnes,  syn)  he  was  dampnyd  for  oon)  1  It  were  a-gayne 
M  reeoims,  and  therfore  I  wiH  not  aske  mercy."  then)  oore  lorde 
putte  his  hande  in  his  side,  and  toke  oute  hlode,  and  caste  it  in  his 
face,  and  seide,  *^  this  hlode  he  witnesse  agayne  the  atte  day  of  dome, 
that;*  I  proffere  the  mercy,  and  thou  wilte  non)  aske."  then  lesn 
and  oure  ladye  wente  oute  of  liis  sight  to  hlisse ;  and  sone  after  the 
wrechid  soule  wente  to  helle  with  the  fendes,  there  to  dwelle.  here 
may  men)  and  women)  se,^  how  perilouse  it  is  to  lyve  in  synne  a& 
theyie  life  to  the  laste  Ende,  for  then)  is  the  fende  full  hesye  to 
kepe  hem)  there  in),  and  so  to  Ealle  in  wanhope,  for  multitude  of* 
liere  synnes.  Therfore  £uery  man)  and  woman)  shuld  ^he  warre, 
and  amende  hem)  he-tjrme  of  here  synnes.  And  aske  god  mercy,  for 
he  is  all  mercyfuH ;  And  therfore  no  man)  ne  woman)  shuld  falle  in 
dyspayre,  for  no  things  that  shall  he-falle  in  AH  here  lyfe  tyme,  of 
any  maner  of  synne ;  and  ^SLvd  he  shall  come  to  the  hlysse. 

[  LXXXIX.  ] 
(how  an  anchoress  was  tempted  b7  the  devil.) 

PEre  was  a  woman)  some  tyme  in  the  worlde  leuyng<,  that  sawe 
the  wrechidnesse,  the  synnes,  and  the  vnstahlenesse,  that 
was  in  the  worlde;  therfore  she  lafte  att  the  worlde,  and 
\kente  into  deserte,  and  leuyd  there  many  yeres  with  rotes  and 
grasse,  and  such  Erute  as  she  myght  gete ;  and  dranke  water  of  the 
^velle-8pryng<,  for  othere  lyvelode  had  she  none.  Atte  laste,  when) 
slie  had  longe  dwelled  there  in  that  place.  The  deuyll,  in  lyknesse 
of  a  woman),  come  to  this  holy  womans  place ;  and  when)  he  come 
tliere,  he  knocked  atte  dore.  the  holy  woman)  come  to  the  dore, 
an<l  asked,  what  she  wolde  1  she  saide,  **  I  pray  the,  dame,  of*  a 
bone,  that  thou  wilte  herborow  me  this  nyght ;  for  this  day  is  at  an 
Eude,  and  I  am)  aferde  that  wilde  bestes  shuld  deuoure  me."  The 
g'xxl  woman)  seide,  "  for  goddis  loue  ye  are  welcome  to  me ;  and 
take  such  as  god  sendith."  they  settyn)  hem)  downe  bothe  to-gedre ; 
and  the  good  woman)  sate,  and  redde  seyntes  lyues,  and  othere  good 
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thinges,  tiH  she  come  to  this  writing*,  *'  Eu^ry  tree  that  bryngeth  not 
forthe  good  frute,  shaH  be  caste  downe,  anci  brente  in  helle.**  *'  that 
is  sothe/'  saide  the  fende,  '^  and  therfore  I  ani)  a-dred ;  for  if  we  lede 
oure  lyfe  alone,  therfore  we  shuU  haue  litiH  mede,  for  when)  we 
dwelle  alone,  we  profite  nou)  but  oure  self* ;  Therfore  it  were  better, 
me  thinketh,  to  go  and  dwelle  amonge  folke,  for  to  gyfe  good  £n- 
sawmpitt  to  man)  and  woman)  dwellyng*  in  this  worlde.  than)  shutt 
we  haue  mych  mede.*'  when  this  was  seide,  they  wentyn)  to  Teste. 
This  good  woman)  thought  faste  in  here  herte,  that  she  myght  not 
slepe  ne  haue  no  reste,  for  the  thing*  that  the  fende  had  seide. 
Anone  this  woman)  rose,  and  seide  to  the  tother  woman),  **this 
nyght  myght  I  haue  no  reste,  for  the  wordes  that*  thou  seide  yester 
EuyrD ;  Therfore  I  wote  neucr  what  is  beste  to  done  for  ts."  then) 
the  deuyH  seide  to  here  agayne,  '*  it  is  beste  to  go  forthe  to  profite 
to  othere,  that  shuH  be  glad  of<  oure  comyng*,  for  that  is  mych  more 
worthe  than)  to  Iy'vq  alone."  Than)  seide  the  woman)  to  the  fende, 
"go  we  now  forthe  oh)  oure  waye,  for  me  thinketh,  it  is  not  Euyfi  to 
assayo/'  And  when  she  shuld  go  oute  atte  dore,  she  stode  still,  and 
seide  thus,  '^  nowe,  swete  lady,  modre  of  mercy,  and  helpe  at  aii 
nede,  now  cownsayle  me  ^the  beste,  and  kepe  me  bothe  body  and 
soule  from)  dedly  synne."  when  she  had  seide  thes  wordes  with 
good  herte,  and  with  good  wiH,  oure  lady  come,  and  leyde  here 
hande  on  here  breste,  and  putte  here  in  a-gayne,  and  bade  here,  that 
she  shulde  abide  there,  and  not  be  ladde  by  falshede  of  oure  Enemy. 
The  fende  anone  wente^  away,  that  she  sawe  hym  no  more  there. 
Then  she  was  fult  fayne,  that  she  was  kepte,  and  not  be  giled  of 
here  Enemy,  then  she  seide  on  this  wise  to  oure  blessid  lady,  that 
is  full  of  mercy  and  goodnesse,  "  I  thanke  the  now  with  idl  my 
heite,  specially  for  this  kepyng*,  and  many  moo  that  thou  haste  done 
to  me  ofte  sithes ;  and  good  ladie,  kepe  me  from  hensforward."  lo ! 
here  may  men)  and  women)  se,  how  redy  this  good  ladie  is  to  hel)>e 
hero  se7*uauntes  at  all  hero  nede,  when  they  calle  to  here  for  helpe, 
\at  they  falle  not  in  synne,  be  stirryng*  of  the  wicked  Enemy  the 
false  fende. 
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[  xc.  ] 

(how  a  kino's  son  shared  his  reward.) 

PEre  was  a  kyng"  some  tyme,  that  had  ij.  sonys,  ah)  Eldre, 
and  an  yongere.  to  the  Eldre  he  be-quathe  his  kyngdome, 
and  gafe  it  hym  in  hi^  lyfe :  And  the  yonger  he  sette  to 
the  scole^  for  to  lere,  for  he  bequathe  hym)  right  nought.  The 
Eldre  brothere  dwelled  at  home  with  his  f adre  in  solace ;  the  yonge 
sone  beynge  atte  scole,  spendid  EuyH  the  money  that  was  take  hyni) 
to  the  Yse  of  the  scole.  There  come  a  Frende  to  the  kyng*,  and 
possyd  by  the  scole,  and  he  sawe  how  the  yonge  sone  gafe  hym  to 
no  studie,  ne  to  his  lymyng*,  but  spendid  EuyH  his  tyme,  and  tblde 
the  kyng*.  The  kyng*  sente  for  his  sone,  and  askid^  why  he  wold 
not  lyme  ?  and  he  seide,  hit  longed  not  to  hym,  syne  he  was  a 
kynges  sone.  then  seide  ])e  kyng<  to  hym,  "for  thou  seyste  thy 
brothere  be  with  me  at  home  in  delites,  Therfore  thou^  woldiste  lede 
his  lyfe  j  but  wete  wele,  thou  may  not ;  for  when)  I  am)  dede,  thy 
brothere  bathe  wherof  he  may  lyve,  for  I  gafe  hym  aH  my  kyng- 
dome ;  and  I  putte  the  to  scole,  that  thou  myght  helpe  thy  selfe 
after  my  dethe."  But  [whan)]  the  kyng*  perseyued  he  wolde  not 
profite  in  scole,  but  that  he  wolde  dwelle  in  his  Eadres  house,  with 
his  Eldre  brothere,  and  not  laboure,  he  sete  hym)  Euary  day  atte 
mete  with  his  knaues.  The  childe  was  ashamed,  and  prayde  his 
fadre,  that  he  myght  go  a-gayne  to  the  scole.  the  kyng*  saide, 
'^  nay."  Then  the  childe  wente,  and  prayde  his  Frendes,  that  they 
wolde  pray  his  fadre  for  hym,  that  he  myght  go  to  the  scole.  and 
80  they  didden) ;  and  the  kynge  graunted  hem)  here  prayere,  ^but  he 
gafe  hym  not  so  large  expenses  as  he  did  be-fore.  On  a  day  he 
made  the  childe  to  go  with  hym  in  to  a  Chambre,  in  the  which  were 
dyucrse  cofers,  with  money  of"  the  kynges.  The  kyng*  toke  the 
keyes  of  the  cofers  to  the  childe,  and  seide,  ''opyn)  oon  of*  thes 
Chestes,  which  that  thou  wilte ;  and  that  thou  fyndes  there  in,  thou 
shalte  haue."  he  openyd  a  cheste,  and  fownde  xx^s ;  and  he  saide, 
*^  for  sothe  thou  shalte  haue  no  more  of  me.''  But  the  Fadre  loked 
to  the  Erthward,  and  fownde  a  peny,  and  gaife  it  hym,  and  seide, 
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"haue  this  penny,  anJ  now  haste  thou  xx**8  andl  a  penny."  The 
Childe  toke  his  money,  andf  wente  to  the  scole ;  and  while  he  was 
in  the  way  goyng*,  he  mette  a  man)  beryng*  at  his  back  a  panyere. 
the  Chilcl  aake($  hym  what  he  had  in  his  panyere  f  he  seide,  a 
wonderf utt  fyahe,  that  ha<l  a  goldyn)  hede,  au<)  a  sylti^  bodie,  am) 
a  grene  tayle.  The  Childe  sawe  the  fyshe,  and  asked  whether  he 
wolde  selle  it  1  he  seide,  **  jee."  **  what  shatt  it  coete  1 "  he  seide, 
xx^s.  then)  the  Child!  toke  hym  xx^;  and  than  lafle  no  more 
witA  hym)  but  a  peny.  and  while  the  sellere  tolde  his  money,  the 
cliilde  bow7ide  the  fyshe  in  the  panyere.  that  sawe  the  sellere,  [ande 
seide],  **  att  thofe  I  solde  the  ])e  fyshe,  I  soldo  the  not  the  panyere ; 
who  so  shaH  haue  pe  panyere,  shali  gyre  me  a  penny,  for  it  is  so 
worthe."  The  childe  wiste  wele  he  myght  not  here  it  with  oute  a 
yesseti,  and  gafe  hym)  a  peny.  now,  as  ye  han)  herde,  he  hathe 
paide  aH  his  money,  that  his  Fadre  toke  hym)  to  the  scole.  and  the 
childe  toke  the  panyere  with  the  fyshe,  and  bare  it  at  his  bak*.  he 
sawe  a  lititi  be-side  a  fayre  manere,  and  mette  a  man),  and  asked,  i^ 
any  man)  dwelled  there  1  he  saide,  ''  yee,  a  grete  lorde  and  a  gentiU ; 
for  there  is  non)  that  dothe  any  thing*  for  hym),  be  it  neuer  so  htiii, 
but  he  yeldes  it  hym)  wele  a-gayne."  The  childe  wente  to  the  courte, 
and  fownde  the  porter,  and  saide  he  wolde  speke  with  the  lorde. 
The  porter  asked  hym,  what  he  wolde  with  the  lorde  ?  The  childe 
seide,  he  had  a  presente.  The  porter  seide,  **  The  maner  is  in  this 
courte,  that  I  shulde  se  the  presente  or  it  come  to  the  lorde.''  and 
the  child  shewed  hym  the  gyfte.  when)  the  porter  saw  it,  he 
seide,  "  this  hede  is  myn) ;  for  it  is  the  maner,  who  so  biynges  a 
beste  or  a  fyshe  for  a  presente,  I  shaH  haue  the  hede  for  my  parte.'' 
the  childe  thought,  if  the  hede  shuld  be  Cutte  of*,  the  presente 
shulde  be  the  worse,  and  the  more  abhomynable.  The  childe  seide, 
'*  I  pray  the,  suffere,  and  thou  shalte  haue  halfe  my  mede."  the 
porter  graunled.  Then  wente  the  childe,  and  come  to  the  vsheie  of 
the  halle,  that  saide,  he  shulde  haue  the  bodie  of*  ^the  fyshe ;  for  it 
was  the  maner  of  this  courte.  To  whom  the  childe  seide,  "  if*  thou 
wilte  be  Curteyse  as  the  porter  was,  to  whome  I  graunted  halfyndele 
my  mede,  and  that  shaH  be  more  I  shaH  gyfe  the  the  halfyndele." 
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and  he  graunted  hym)  to  Enters.     Then)  come  the  childe  to  the 
Chambreleyne,  and  he  asked  the  tayle,  sayeng*,  *'  it  is  the  cuatome 
of  the  courte,  that  I  shuld  haue  the  tayle."    To  whome  the  chQde 
seide,  "  I  graunted  the  port«r  the  halfyndele  of*  my  mede,  and  to 
the  vsheie  halfe  that  lafte  ouere,  and  nowe  I  pray  the,  suffere  me  to 
Enteie,  and  I  ahaH  gyfe  the  parte  of*  that  comythe  to  me."     the 
Chambreleyne  g7*aunted,   and  lete  hym)  Entere,  hopyng*,  as  his 
felawes  diddeo),  to  haue  some  grete  thing*.     The  childe  come  to  the 
lorde,    and  gafe  hym  this  pr^sente,   the   which    the   lorde   hely 
resseyued,  and  saide,  ''this  is  a  &yre  gyfte;  Aske  therfore  some 
good  thing*,  that  I  may  gyve  the ;  and  if  thoa  aske  wisely,  I  shali 
gyve  with  that  to  the  my  dought^r  to  wife,  with  my  kyngdome." 
This  herden^  the  seraaz^ntes.     Some  cownseyled^  hym)  to  aske  a 
man^*,  anothere   cownsayled  hym  to  aske  golde  or  Bjlner;  and 
othere   tresoure.     This  herde  the  childe,  and   seide  to   the  lorde, 
**  lorde,  these  men)  cownseylen)  me  to  aske  a  maner,  golde  and  sy lucre, 
hut  I  say  you,  I  wiH  aske  non)  of  ali  these,  but  if*  ye  gyfe  me  any 
thing*^  me  moste  gyve  the  port^  the  halfeyndele,  and  to  the  vshere 
balfe  that  leuyth  ou^,  and  the  Chambreleyne  moste  haue  a  parte, 
as  the  Cause  is  be-fore  seide.     But  I  pray  you,  lorde,  that  ye  wolde 
grounte  me  xij.  buffettes,  of  the  which  the  porter  shaH  haue  the  yj. 
the  vshere  iij.  and  the  chambreleyne  iij."     and  this  was  done,     the 
lorde  sawe  that  slely  and  so  wisely  he  had  asked,  and  gafe  his  kyng- 
dome  with  his  doughter.     This  kyng*  is  Crista,  that  had  ij.  sonys. 
be  the  Eldre  sone  are  vndirstondyn)  aungells,  to  which  is  geuyn)  the 
kyngdome  that  reigneth  with  the  fadre,  with  oute  laboure.     the 
yonge  sone  is  man),  that  is  putte  in  to  the  worlde,  that  is  full  of 
wrechidnesse,  as  vnto  a  scole,  for  to  lyme  to  loue  god.     mai])  is  the 
fyshe;   as  the  p'ophete  witnesseth  Abacuk,  fades  Jioxxdnis  quaai 
pisces^  maris,     the  porter  is  the  worlde ;  and  right  as  by  the  porter 
so  by  the  worlde  we  may  transite.     the  hede  of  f  e  fyshe  is  the  loue 
that   he  wolde  haue,  for  right  as  golde  is  moste  preciouse  of  all 
metalles,  so  is  loue  moste  preciouse  of  aB.  thing*,     but  gyfe  the 
porter,  that  is,  the  worlde,  vj.  buffettes,  that  is,  vj.'  werkes  of  mercy. 
Be  the  vshere  is  ynderstonden)  the  fleshe,  that  wil  haue  the  body,  be 
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pe  which  are  vnderstondji))  delites ;  but  gyfe  hym)  iij.  buffettes,  that 
are  wakynges,  prayers,  and  fastynges.  ^The  chambreleyn)  is  the 
deuyii,  that  wil  haue  the  grene  tayle,  that  is,  the  lyfe;  but  gyfe 
hym  iij.  bu£fettes,  that  is,  mekeuesse,  chaiite,  and  m^rcy.  and  so 
chesyngi  and  deuydyng*,  the  kyng*,  that  is,  Criste,  shaH  gyfe  to  the 
his  doughty,  and  the  kyngdome,  that  is,  the  blisae  of  heuyo).  to 
the  which  bryng*  vs  lean  Criste  I  Amen,  &c. 

[  XCL  ] 
(a  moral  lbsson  drawn  from  grammar.) 

Syrres  and  Frendes,  ye  wote  wele,  that  ^  proude  mas)  wil  all: 
wey  be  sette  aboue  and  be-fore  ofer,  he  wil  all  way  be  putte 
tofore  in  Euery  place.  But  this  yonge  childryn)  that  gone  to 
the  scole  haue  in  here  donete  this  question),  how  many  thinges  fallea 
to  apposicioD)  1  and  it  is  answerid,  that  case  aH  only  that  is  a-Me. 
what  f alleth  be-fore  the  puttyng*  t  It  is  answerid,  that  vj.  fallynges ; 
for  after  the  maner  of  yj.  cases  are  vj.  maner  of*  prides.  Some  are 
prowde,  that  they  haue  a  grete  name  in  the  contrey,  in  the  which 
they  dwelle,  as  bayles,  and  auditores ;  and  ofte  tyme  mennes  name 
tumes  to  shame,  for  when  they  are  dede,  symple  and  othere  hanae 
here  soules.  and  this  is  the  falle  of  hem)  fat  are  prowde  in  name, 
and  so  we  haii)  the  nominatif*  case.  The  seconde  case  is  genetif^ 
case,  for  some  are  prowde,  that  they  come  of  noble  kynne,  and 
sayne  they  are  Gentilmen).  But  forsothe  and  we  be-holde  wele  here 
stock  that  they  come  of*,  we  shaH  se  a  falle ;  for  it  is  tolde  of  ood) 
that  was  an)  Euytt  doere,  and  so  prowde  that  his  neghbores  myght 
not  lyye  in  pease  for  him).  There  come  to  hym)  a  riche  man)  and 
a  good  man)  of*  })at  same  centre,  and  asked  hym  why  he  was  so 
prowde  1  the  tothere  answerid,  and  seide,  for  he  was  a  Gentiibnan). 
*'It  is  sothe,"  seide  the  tothere,  '^thou  arte  a  Gentilman)  on  thy 
Fadres  syde,  but  thy  modre  was  a  strumpet ;  wherefore  and  thoa 
loke  wele  a-boute,  thou  hast  no  matt^  to  be  prowde."  Se,  Frendes, 
here  is  a  falle !  Then)  the  thrid  Falle  is  datif*  case,  for  there  are 
some  that  are  prowde  for  they  mow  gyve,  and  for  they  mow  gyve 
grete  giftes.    such  men  while  they  gyven)  are  worshipped  of<  otherej 
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But  when)  afi  is  gyvei]),  and  they  haue  no  more  that  thoy  mow  gyve, 
they  are  no  more  in  worship  than)  a-nothere  man),  for  it  is  an  olde 
p^'overbe,  that  when)  a  mannys  spendyng*  is  aH  gone,  that  he  hath 
few  frendes  or  non).     Therfore  of  sach  men)  is  tolde  an  Ensawmple, 
that  there  was  an)  Eyre,  that  had  a  fayre  maner.     the  Eyre  was  with 
a  byshope.      the    byshope    mych  worshipped    the  Eyre,   for  he 
^desyred  mekili  the  man^»    he  made  this  Eyre  to  sitte  with  hym) 
at  Iiis  borde,  in  mete  tyme,  and  did  hym)  mych  worship ;  And  on  a 
day  as  they  sate  atte  mete,  the  bishope  spake  to  hym)  of*  this  maner, 
but  he  praysed  not  this  maner.     The  Eyre   perceyued   that  the 
bishope  desyred  this  maner.     he  thought  within  hym)  self*,  sayeng*, 
"  this  bishope  mych  worshippes  me ;  if*  I  gaf e  hym)  my  maner,  that 
he  mekifi  desyreth,  he  shuld  worship  me  mekiH  more,     shortly  for 
to  speke,  he  gafe  the  byshope  his  manere.     The  bishope  wente 
anone  for  to  se  this  maner  that  was  gyven)  hym),  and  dwelled  there 
a  grete  whUe,  but  the  houses  were  att  ruynouse^  for  EuyH  kepyng*. 
On  a  day,  a  fole  there  was  with  the  bishope,  and  askid  of*  the 
bishope,  why  he  dwelled  there  so  longel    The  bishope  answerid, 
and  seide,  "  for  here  is  a  good  Eyre."     "  sir,"  he  seide,  "  if"  here  had 
ben)  a  good  Eyre,  thou  shuldLsf  not  haue  had  this  Eyres  man^.*' 
The  bishope,  when)  he  was  sekere  of  this  man^,  and  had  it  in  his 
powere,  he  had  no  more  this  Eyre  in  worship  then  he  had  oon)  of 
his  knaves,     se  then),  Frendes,  here  is  a  falle  !    for  also  longe  as  he 
myght  gyve,  he  was  had  in  worship,  but  when  his  gyfte  was  gone, 
he  had  litiH  worship  or  noii).     The  fourte  case  is  accusatif*  case,  and 
are  tho  that  accusen)  they  re  neghbores,  and  for  swich  accusyng^  they 
are  wele  with  grcte  men) ;  but  for  sothe  thes  han)  a  falle,  for  of*  swich 
it  falleth  as  it  did  of  the  wolfe.     It  is  tolde,  oii)  a  day  the  lyon)  was 
seke,  and  it  is  his  kynde,  J^at  when)  he  is  seke  he  makith  a  grete 
roryng* ;  ate  which  Crie  aH  bestes  comeri)  to  hym)  safe  the  foxe.     to 
whome  the  wolfe  hadf  En  vie,  and  began)  to  accuse  hym)  to  the  lyon), 
sayeng*,  "  lorde,  be-hoKle  thy  beyng*  seke ;  ati  bestes  comyn)  to  thy 
wille  safe  the  foxe,  and  the  skiH  why  he  comyth  not  is  this,  he  hopes 
that  thou  shuldiste  deye,  and  aft^r  thy  dethe  he  hopith  to  be  made 
kyng*."     This  herde  the  lyon),  and  in  a  grete  felnes«e  ant?  angre  he 
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Bente  messyngers  for  the   foxe;   And  for  there  is  noo)  so   Euytt 
be-louyd  but  he  bathe  some  Frende,  ood)  ofi  the  foxes  firendes  tolde 
bym)  how  the  wolfe  hadf  accused  hym)  to  Jie  kyng*.     The  foxe  toke  a 
bage,  and  ranne  faste  by  breres  and  thomes,  teryng^  his  skyii) ;  and 
gadred  herbes  to   the  lyon),  and  saide,  ''lorde,  I  heide  of*  thy 
sekenesse,  and  I  gadred  herbes  that  is  nedfuH  to  the,  and  as  ye  mow 
se,  for  gaderyng*  of*  thes  herbes  I  haue  rente  my  skynii) ;  and  this  is 
the  cause  why  I  come  not*  ^so  sone  as  thou  woldiste.     But  now,  sir, 
ifi  thou  woldiste  vse  thes  herbes  after  my  disposicioii),  thou  ahalte  be 
hole;  but  thes  herbes  moste  be  sothen  in  the  wolfes  skyn),  and 
when  they  are  sothen),  they  moste  be  layde  to  thy  body  with  the 
skyn)."     The  lyon)  graunted  it  shuld  be  so ;  and  anone  the  wolfe 
was  flayne.    Then)  the  wolfe  for  sorow  and  Colde  laye  agayne  the 
fyre  in  the  halle.     The  foxe  wente  yp  and  downe  to  the  kynges 
Chambre,  and  saide  to  the  wolfe,  ''  a !  thou  wreche  with  the  redde 
Cote  and  white  fete,  if*  thou  haddiste  not  accused  othere,  but  had 
spoken)  good  of*  thy  neghbores,  thou  shuldiste  not  haue  had  this 
disese."     loo  !  frendes,  this  is  an)  Euyli  falle  !    for  this  [fallith]  ofte 
sithes,  they  that  demyn)  othere  fallen)  in  the   same  dampnacion). 
The  fyfte  is  the  Tocatyf*  case,  and  ame  they  that  are  prowde,  that 
they  are  Called  to  the  kynges  cownsayle,  as  grete  men)  and  othere, 
but  se  a  falle  t    ye  haue  sene  that  some  hah)  ben)  Called  to  the 
kynges  cownsayle  aft^  they  ban)  ben)  drawen),  and  dampned  to  an) 
£uyH  dethe.     The  vj^  case  is  ablatif  case,  and  are  they  that  stelyn) 
and  leuyn)  on)  o\>er  mennes  goodes,  and  with  swich  goodes  they 
lyveh)  proudly  and  deliciously;  But,  as  ye  se,  ofte  sithes  such  are 
hanged,  and  such  ban)  an  Euyli  falle.     for  oure  lorde  seitbe  in  the 
gospeH,  he  that  hiethe  hym  shall  be  lowed,  and  he  that  loweth  hym) 
shait  1)0  hied,     for  as  I  fynde  written),  there  are  in  this  wor[l]de  ij. 
ladies;  the  tone  is  a  lady  of  pride,  and  the  tothere  is  a  lady  of 
raekenesse.    But  the  ladle  of  pride  bathe  but  oon)  stole  that  she  may 
sit  on),  that  is  so  narowe,  and  so  shorte,  that  non)  may  sitte  there  ou) 
but  here  self*.     Jjerfore  all  that  wil  site  by  this  lady  of  pride,  moste 
nedly  falle;  for  lucyfere,  the  fayreste  aungeH,  wolde  haue  ben) 
a-boue  god,  and  for  his  highe  pride  he  was  caste  into  belle ;  and  so 
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shafi  1^  that  wil  sit  with  this  ladye  of  pride,  but  they  amende  hem) 
or  they  deye.  An($  the  ladie  of  mekenesse,  that  is,  oure  ladie 
seynte  marie,  sitteth  on  a  seta  that  is  so  brode  ande  so  louge,  that  aB. 
men)  and  women)  may  sitte  with  here,  that  are  lowe,  and  meke,  and 
benigne ;  and  shutt  be  hyed  and  lyfte  yp  to  the  blessyd  place  of 
heuyn).  fore  right  as  lucyfere  was  proudiste  of*  all  Criatures,  and 
had  a  foule  falle,  right  so  the  ladie  of*  mekenesse  was  mekyste  of*  all 
criatures ;  therfore  she  is  heghiste  of  a&  Criatures  that  ben)  in  the 
blisse  of  heuyn).  Here  may  men)  and  women)  se  how  pride  is  caste 
downe  into  the  payne  of  helle,  and  hathe  a  foule  &lle,  and  how 
mekenesse  is  lyfte  vp,  and  hyed  into  the  loyfuH  place  of  heuyn), 
and  there  hathe  mych  worship.  Therefore  I  oownsayle  Euery  man) 
and  woman  ^to  leue  pride,  And  take  to  hem)  mekenesse;  for  pride 
is  that  thing*  that  moste  costith,  and  leste  is  worths,  and  mekenesse 
is  that  thing*  that  leste  Costes,  and  moste  is  worths.     Amen,  &Q. 

[  XCIL  ] 

(how   two   devils  were   set  in   THB   STOCKS.) 

SOme  tyme  in  lumbardie  dwelled  a  knyght  be-side  an  abbey  of* 
monkes,  that  loued  wele  men  of  Keligion),  and  othere  of 
good  communycaeion),  and  her'  good  leuyng*;  and  therfore 
he  was  ofte  amonges  hem).  This  knyght  had  a  good  woman)  to  wife, 
and  a  deuoute  to  oure  ladie.  and  in  the  abbey  was  a  monke,  that 
was  holdyn)  an  holy  man),  this  woman)  chose  hym  to  be  here 
confessoure.  the  monke  come  ofte  sithes  to  this  woman),  and  herde 
here  confession),^  and  tolde  here  many  goo  ?  wordes,  and  taught  here 
many  good  orisouns,  wherfore  she  lonyd  hym  wele.  Bat  the  Fende, 
that  is  Enemy  to  man)  and  to  woman  that  wolde  lyve  wele,  he 
besied  hym  to  tempte  hem),  and  to  bryng*  hem)  into  synne.  The 
monke  come  on  a  day,  for  to  shryve  the  ladie.  The  fende  was  there 
redie  for  to  tempte  hem),  and  bryng*  hem  into  synne,^  and  stirred 
hem  to  synne,  that  they  consentid  to  go  a-way  to-gedre.  The  womaid 
seide,  ^*  I  shall  go  and  trusse  some  store  with  vs."  And  the  monke 
seide,  '*  I  shall  do  also.''  And  when)  they  had  done,  they  wentyn 
forthe  in  here  way  inore  than)  iiij.  myle.     In  the  meane  tyme  the 
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knight  come  home,  that  had  ben)  oute,  and  askid  after  his  wife,  bat 
no  man)  Couthe  telle  where  she  was ;  and  he  had  grete  meirajle, 
and  wente  into  his  Chambre,  and  fownde  his  Gofers  broken),  an<) 
his  Tresoure  away,  and  when)  his  meany  had  longe  spered,  and 
soughte,  atte  laste  come  oon),  and  saide,  "  I  saw  here  and  a  monke 
go  oute  atte  yate  this  day."  "  I  trow,"  seide  the  knyght,  "  they  ben) 
not  gon)  a-waye."  and  he  mervayled  gretly,  and  bade  his  men)  take 
her  horses,  and  some  ride  on)  waye,  and  some  an)  othere,  for  to  eeke 
after.  And  the  knyght  toke  his  horse,  with  a  certayne  of  his  meid 
with  hym),  and  toke  the  way  that  the  man)  tolde  hym).  and  rode 
forthe  ti&  he  Come  to  the  towne,  and  sperid  after  such  a  monke 
and  a  woman ;  and  it  was  tolde  hym),  that  such  ij.  were  at  an  ale 
house,  and  satyn),  and  dronkyn).  the  knyght  come  in  sodeynlj, 
and  toke  hem)  bothe,  and  ladde  hem  bothe  into  an)  olde  house,  amf 
sette  hem  ]?er  bothe  in  a  payre  of  stockys ;  and  when  he  had  done, 
he  rode  to  the  abbote.  and  while  he  rode,  they  sittyng*  in  the 
stockys  wepte,  and  made  grete  soorowe  bothe.  Than  seide  the 
woman)  to  the  monke,  "sir,"  she  seide,  "ye  taught  me  onys  an) 
orysoun),  that  I  shuld  say  Euery  ^day  to  oure  blessid  ladie  septe 
marie,  And  that  day  that  I  saide  it,  I  shuld  not  falle  in  the  dede  of 
dedly  synne."  "what  orison),"  saide  the  monke,  "is  thati"  she 
saide,  "  it  is  this,  Aue  et  gaude,  pia  maria,  maier  dei  et  domini 
nostn  Jes«  Cristi,  regina  celi^  domtna  mundi,  imp&tcUrix  infemi, 
mater  casta  consilii  *  /  miserere  met,  et  tociits  popvdi  christiam,  d 
ve  pennittas  me  mortaliteit  peccare^  «ed  Utam  seoictissimam  voluniatem 
adimplere,  Amerd  1 "  "  This  Orisoun)  is  trew,"  the  monke  seide, 
"  for  ofte  sithe  it  bathe  ben  fowndyii)  sothe.  but  saidiste  thou  ought 
this  orisoun)  to-day  1"  "yee,"she  saide,  "for  I  saide  it  at  Euyn), 
when  I  go  to  bedde,  and  at  mome,  when  I  rise."  "  blessyd  be  god," 
he  saide,  "  and  fis  helpy  lady,  for  that  bathe  kepte  vs  from  the  dede 
of"  dedly  synne,  aH  though  we  assentid  in  wille."  "  lette  vs  then," 
she  fieide,  "  say  this  orisoun)  bothe  hertly,  with  wepyng*  Eyen),  that 
this  blessid  lady  belpe  vs,  and  saue  vs  from)  shame  and  velanye." 
Then  they  saydyn),  and  prayde  faste.  and  when  they  had  seide  this 
orysoh),  oure  blessyd  ladie  aperid  to  hem),  and  seide,  "  the  Fende 

'  leaf  84,  back.  *  conselU,  MS. 


XCII.   TUB  TWO   DBVILS  IN   THK  STOCKS.      ADDIT.  9066.  421 

Lathe  dis8ayue<)  you  bothe ;  be  wan^  from)  hens  forward,  and  for 
ye  han  praide  to  me  for  helpe,  and  Called  me  Emperesse  of  belle.  It 
shedtt  be  wele  shewed  that  I  haue  powere  in  belle ;  for  I  shaH  sette 
ij.  deuyls  in  the  stockys  in  youre  stid,  and  restore  home  a-gayne 
you,  with  oute  any  sklawndre  or  shame."  then  they  thanked  god 
and  oure  ladle  with  bR  here  hertes.  And  anone  the  monke  was  in 
his  cloyster,  and  the  woman)  in  here  Chambre.  sone  after,  tbis 
knight  come  to  tbe  abbote,  and  saide,  "  thy  false  monke  bathe  arway 
my  wife,  and  made  me  a  Cokewolde."  "  nay,"  saide  the  abbote,  "  it 
is  not  80,  for  my  monke  is  not  so  lewde,  for  to  do  such  a  dede." 
*'  sir,"  seide  the  knygbt,  "  I  and  my  men  folowede  after,  and  fownde 
hem  in  such  a  towne  drynkyng* ;  and  there  I  haue  sette  hem)  in  a 
payre  of  stockes."  The  Abbote  saide,  "  it  is  not  so,  for  wele  late  I 
sawe  hym)  sitte  in  the  Cloystre."  ''that  is  not  sothe,"  qwod  the 
knyght.  The  abbote  sente  for  hym),  and  he  come  anone.  "  lo ! " 
saide  the  Abbote,  "  it  is.  not  sothe  that  ye  sayne ;  go  we  now  to 
yonre  house,  and  lette  vs  se  whethere  your  wife  be  at  home."  when) 
they  were  into  the  Chambre  comyn),  they  fowndyn)  Ms  wife  sittyng* 
at  here  boke,  and  fownde  his  cofers  hole,  and  his  Tresore  hole  also. 
^  lo !  sir,"  he  saide,  "  ye  dreme,  or  Ellys  ye  han  fastid  to  mych,  that 
your  hede  is  voyde,  that  thus^  wil  sklawndre  my  monke,  and  youre 
good  wife  to-gedre."  Then  seide  the  knyght  to  the  abbote,  "  Ride 
we  to  the  Graunge,  and  se  we  whethere  they  be  there  or  not,  for  I 
sette  hem)  there  in  the  stockes."  when  they  ^were  Comyn)  in  to  the 
heme  there  as  the  stockes  were,  they  fowndyn  ij.  deuyls  sittyng*  in 
the  stockis,  the  tone  like  the  monke,  And  the  tothere  like  the  wife ; 
And  aH  that  sawen)  hem  were  aferde.  than  saide  the  abbote, 
henedicitey  and  blessid  hym  j  and  anone  they  ryseti),  and  bare  a-way 
the  house  rofe.  "  se  now,  sir,"  seide  the  abbote, ''  the  wickidnesse 
ofi  the  deuyls,  that  thus  wolde  make  debate  betwene  you  and  youre 
wyfe,  and  sklawndre  my  monke  and  youre  wife ;  but  now  ye  mow 
se  the  sothe,  that  it  is  fiedse  and  vntrew,  and  fantomye.  therfore, 
sire,  go,  and  shryve  you  of*  youre  foly."  here  may  men  se,  how 
ledie  )ns  mercyf  uH  lady  is  to  hem  that  wil  calle  to  here,  when  they 
hah)  nede.     Amen),  &c. 
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[  xcni.  ] 

(of  an  ABOUMBNT  between  THB  VIBQIN  AND  THE  DEVIL.) 

It*  was  shewed  to  an  holy  peisone  by  reuelacion),  that  a  sejnte 
spake  to  go<l,  and  saide,  ''whi  is  this  soule  of*  this  wonuui), 
that  thou  bought  wit/i  thy  blode,  so  defouled  of*  the  deujlir 
Anone  the  deuyH  seide,  "  for  right  she  is  myri)."  Then  seide  god, 
"with  what  right  is  she  thyh)?"  to  whome  the  denyii  answerid, 
"  there  are  ij.  wayes,  ooh)  that  lenyth  to  heuenly  thinges,  another 
that  ledith  to  helle.  and  when  she  behelUe  bothe  the  wayes,  in  biie 
concience  lesonn)  seide  to  here,  }>at  she  shuld  rather  take  my  waje ; 
and  for  she  had  a  fre  wiH  to  torne  to  what  way  she  wolde,  she 
thought  it  was  more  profitable  to  here  to  tome  hire  wille  to  synne, 
and  than  she  be-gan  to  go  my  way.  Afterward  I  dissayned  here 
with  thre  synnes,  tho  are  gloteny^  Couetise  of*  money,  and  lecheiy; 
Therfore  now  I  am  in  here  bely,  and  in  here  nature,  and  I  holde 
here  with  y.  hondes.  with  oon)  honde  I  holde  here  Eyen),  that  they 
se  no  spt'nYuidi  thinges ;  with  the  seconde  hande  I  holde  here  handes, 
that  they  shuli  not  do  no  good  werkes;  with  the  thrid  hande  I 
holde  here  fete,  that  she  go  not  to  no  good  thinges^ ;  with  the  fourte 
I  holde  ^  here  vndirstondyng*,  that  she  hatha  no  shame  for  to  synne  j 
and  with  the  fifte  hande  I  holde  here  herte,  that  she  go  not  away 
by  contncion).''  Theu)  the  blessid  virgine  marie  seide  to  here  sone, 
**  Bone,  compeUe  hym)  to  say  the  trouthe  of  that  thing*  that  I  wil 
aske  hym)."  The  sone  seide, ''  thou  arte  my  modre ;  thou  arte  queen) 
of  heuyn) ;  thou  arte  modre  of  mercy ;  thou  arte  comforte  of  hem 
that  are  in  putgatorie;  thou  arte  gladnesse  of  hem)  that  gone  an 
pilgremage  to  heuyn  warde  in  the  worlde ;  thou  arte  lady  of  aungefi ; 
thou  arte  with  god  moste  excelente ;  thou  arte  also  princesse  Aboue 
the  deuyH.  Therfore,  modre,  commaunde  the  deuyft  to  say  whaf 
•thou  wilte,  and  he  shaH  obey  to  the."  Then  the  blessid  viigine 
marie  asked  of  the  deuyH,  sayeng*,  "say,  deuyH,  what  Entenciou^ 
had  this  woman  be-fore  she  Entred  the  kyrke ! "  To  whame  the 
DeuyH  answerid,  "  she  had  a  wil  of  abstenyng*  from)  synne."  The 
blessid  virgine  marie  saide  to  hyni),  "syne  the  wil  that  she  Lad 

*  MS.  thinkes.  *  holdiUi,  MS.  '  leaf  85,  back. 
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be-foie  strecheth  to  belle,  saj  now,  whethere  this  wil  streches  that 
she  hathe  now,  of  abstenyng*  from)  synne  f "  To  whome  the  Deuyii 
answerid,  argayne  his  wille,  ''  This  wille  of  abstenyng*  from)  synne 
ledithe  here  to  heuyn)."  Then  seide  the  virgine  marioi  ''of* 
rightwisnesse  thou  haste  taken)  to  lede  here  from)  the  way  of  holy 
kyrko.  now,  deayH,  I  aske  the  firthermore,  for  here  fyrste  wille 
now  rightwisnesse  will,  that  she  be  brought  a>gayne  to  holy  kyrke ; 
and  now,  Deuyti,  I  aske  of*  the  firthermore,  say  thou,  what  will  she 
hathe  now  in  this  poynte,  the  which  is  now  in  here  conciencef" 
The  DeuyH  answeridi,  **  she  hathe  now  contncion)  in  bete  mynde  for 
the  synnes  that  she  bathe  done,  and  grete  wepyng*,  and  purpose 
neuer  to  do  so  more  such  synnes,  but  wil  amende  here,  alse  mych  as 
she  may."  Then  the  blessid  virgine  asked  of*  the  deuyti,  ^'  say  me, 
whethere  ^es  iij.  .synnes,  lechery,  Couetese,  and  gloteny,  mow  be 
to-gedre  in  ooii)  herte  with  these  goodes,  contricion),  wepyng*,  and 
purpose  ot*  amendyng*  1 "  to  whome  the  deuyti  answerid,  and  saide, 
''nay."  And  then)  the  blessid  virgine  seide,  ''say  me  therfore, 
which  of*  thes  owen)  to  go  and  fle  a-waye,  whether  of*  thes  vertaes, 
or  thes  iy.  vices,  sythen  thou  sayest  thay  mow  not  dwelle  to-gedre  in 
oon)  place  f "  The  Deuyti  saide,  "  I  say,  that  the  synnes  moste  flee." 
Tben  the  blessid  virgine  answerid,  and  seide^  "  therfore  the  way  to 
belle  is  sbitte  to  hire,  and  the  way  to  heuyn)  is  opyn)  to  hire." 
Tben  .askid  fir^rmore  the  blessid  virgine  of  the  deuyti,  "  Telle  me, 
if*  a  tbeffe  lye  before  the  dore  of  the  wife,  and  wolde  defoule  here, 
what  shati  than  here  housbond  do  1 "  The  deuyti  answerid,  "  if*  the 
housbond  be  myghty  and  good,  he  oweth  to  deffende  here,  and  putt 
his  life  for  here  life."  Then  seide  the  blessid  virgine,  "  thou,  deuyti, 
arte  a  tbeffe  moste  wicked ;  the  soule  [that]  is  the  spouse  of  my 
aone,  the  moste  myghtiest*  housbond,  that  bought  here  with  his  owne 
blode,  thou  hast  corupte  and  violently  take  away ;  Therfore  my  sone 
is  housbond  of  the  soule,  and  is  lorde  a-boue  the ;  therfore  it  longeth 
to  the  to  flee  before  hym)." 
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[  XCIV.   ] 
(of   three  questions  asked   BT   OUB  LOBO.) 

Oure  lorde  putt  thre  questiouns  to  his  spouse,  and  seidf,  "  I  am 
thy  makere,  and  thy  lorde ;  telle  me  thre  thinges  ^that  I  aske 
of  the.  how  stondes  the  house,  there  as  the  wife  is  cladde  as  a  ladle, 
and  a  housbond  as  a  se^uauntel  Is  it  semely  sol"'  then  she 
answerid  with  in  here  concience,  and  saide,  ''  my  lorde,  it  is  not 
semely  soo."  **  se,"  oure  lorde  seide  to  here,  "  I  am  god  of*  afi 
]>ing«,  and  kyng<  of*  aungells;  I  clad  my  seruaunte,  that  is,  my 
manhode,  nought  but  to  vtt^ly  vtilite  and  necessite ;  I  sought  no 
thing*  in  the  worlde  but  alonly  mesurably  lyvelode  and  clothing^, 
thou  arte  my  wife ;  thou  wilte  be  as  a  ladie,  and  haue  richesse, 
and  worshippes,  and  go  forthe  worshipfully.  To  what  are  aii  thes 
worthe ;  for  sothe  aii  are  vanite,  and  ail  sh^  be  loste.  man)  was 
not  made  to  so  grete  superfluyte,  but  to  necessite  of*  nature.  This 
sup^rfluyte  fownde  pnde,  the  which  is  now  had,  and  louyd  for 
lawe."  The  seconde  tyme  he  seide, ''  telle  me,  whethere  it  is  semely  that 
the  housbonde  laboure  from)  mome  to  Euyn),  and  the  wife  comyth, 
and  wastith  in  oon)  houre  aii  thing*  that  are  goten)  and  gadred  1  '^  she 
answerid,  and  seide,  ^*  it  is  not  semely  soo ;  but  the  wife  is  holdyn) 
for  to  lyye  and  to  do  aft«r  the  wil  of*  here  housbonde."  Then  oure 
lorde  seide,  ''  I  haue  done  as  an  housbond  that  wrought  from  mome 
to  Euyn).  I  forsothe  from)  my  yonge  age  ynto  my  passion)  labored, 
shewyng*  ^e  way  goyng*  to  heuyn),  and  preching* ;  and  werke  fuli- 
fillyng* ;  that  I  taught  aii  is  my  laboure.  The  wife  is  the  soule,  that 
oweth  to  be  as  a  wife.  Then)  she  comys,  and  wastis,  when  she 
louyth  lecherie,  as  in  leuyng*  as  it  is  no  thing*  profited  to  here,  that 
I  haue  do,  ne  I  fynde  in  here  no  thing*  of  yertue  in  the  which  I 
myght  truste,  and  with  here  haue  delite."  The  third  [tyme]  he 
saide,  "telle  me,  in  what  house  the  lorde  is  dispised,  and  the 
seruaunte  worshippid,  whethere  [it]  is  not  [un]semly  and  abhomyn- 
able  1 "  she  saide,  "  for-sothe,  it  is  so."  then  oure  lorde  ^seide,  **  I 
am  lorde  of*  aii  thing* ;  myn  house  is  the  worlde,  and  man)  is  my 
seruaunte,  and  of  right  oweth  to  be ;  but  I,  that  am)  lorde,  nowe  ame 
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dispiseJ  in  the  worlde,  and  man)  is  worshipped,  therfore  thou,  the 
which  I  haue  chosjm),  be  besy  to  do  my  wille ;  for  aH  thing*  that  are 
in  the  worlde  are  not  but  as  a  spume  in  the  see,  and  a  veyne  sighf ." 
Amen). 

[  XCV.  ] 

(op  the  seven  devils   in   a  HAN.) 

AGrete  man),  that  was  leuyng*  some  tyme  as  vn-to  the  worlde, 
that  was  not  confessid  of*  a  longe  tyme,  and  greuously  was 
seke,  an  holy  woman)  herde  of  his  sekenesse,  and  prayde  to 
god  for  hym),  for  compassion)  that  she  had  of  hyili.  and  Griste 
aperid  to  here,  and  spake  to  here,  and  said%  "  [Speke]  to  thy 
confessoure,  that  he  vissite  this  seke  ^man,  and  here  his  confession).** 
when  the  confessonre  come  to  hym),  the  seke  man)  seide,  he  had  no 
nede  of  confession),  for  he  had  ofte  tyme  be  confessid.  The  seconde 
day,  the  confessoure  was  bidden)  of  Griste  to  go  Srgayne.  and  he 
wente  a-gayne  to  the  seke  man),  be  reuelacioo)  of  the  holy  woman) 
made  to  hire  of  Griste,  and  seide  to  hire  and  to  him),  ^*  the  sone  of 
god  lesvL  Griste,  the  lorde  of  the  deuyH,  sayeth  to  the,  that  thou 
haste  in  the  vij.  deayls.  ooh)  sittes  in  thyn  herte,  byndyng*  it,  that 
thou  haste  not  comptincioh)  for  thy  synnes ;  The  seconde  is  that 
sitteth  in  thyn)  Eyen),  that  thou  seiste  not  the  prophete  of*  thy  soule ; 
The  thrid  deuyH  is  that,  fat  sitteth  in  thy  mouthe,  ^at  thou  shuldiste 
not  speke  tho  thingf es]  that  are  to  the^  worship  of*  god ;  The  fourte 
sitteth  in  thy  membres,  therfore  thou  haste  louyd  aH  vnclennesse ; 
The  V*  sitteth  in  thyn  handes,  and  in  thy  fete,  and  therfore  thou 
haddiste  no  shame  to  Eobbe  men),  and  to  slee ;  The  vj*  is  in  thy 
Inwarde  stomak,  and  therfore  thou  arte  geuyn)  to  gloteny,  and  to 
dronkennesse ;  The  v\j.  is  in  thy  soule,  where  god  shuld  sitte,  and 
now  sitteth  there  the  deuyH,  thyii)  Enemy.  Therfore  be  repentaunt* 
and  sorie  the  sonere,  for  yette  god  BhaB.  haue  mercy  on  the."  than 
the  seke  man)  [seide]  with  teres,  ''  how  may  thou  be-hete  me  mercy, 
or  graunte,  that  ame  bownde  in  so  many  synnes  ?  "  The  confessoure 
answerid,  "  I  swere  to  the,  and  am)  Ezperte ;  and  iP  thou  haddiste 
done  many  moo  and  gretter,  by  contncion)  thou  shalt*  be  sanyd." 

'  leaf  86,  back.  *  thy,  MS.  *  repentaunoe,  MS. 
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Then  the  seke  man)  seide  a-gayne  £fte  sonys  with  tetes^ "  I  dispeyre^ 
of  the  helthe  of  my  sonle,  for  I  haue  made  homage  to  the  deuyH,  that 
ofte  sit  he  hathe  spoken)  to  me ;  and  now  am  sixte  yeie  olde  ancl 
moo,  and  neuer  made  confession),  ne  neuer  ressayued  Cristes  body, 
but  feyned  me  to  go  ferre,  when)  oper  were  houselid ;  and  now  amO  I 
arknow  to  the,  fadre,  that  sich  teres  as  I  now  haue  I  bad  nea^r 
be-fore,  that  I  haue  in  mynde  of*,  therfore  that  day  he  was  confessici 
iiij.  tymes.  and  the  secoude  day  after  his  confession)  he  was  houseli<$y 
and  the  contncion)  that  he  had  in  his  Eude  was  the  signe  and  token) 
of  his  liberacion).  after  this,  the  vj\  day  he  deyed ;  of  whom)  Cnste 
spake  to  this  holy  woman)  that  pndde  for  hym),  sayeng*  thus,  *'  [This] 
man)  seamed  to  tha^^  thefe,  to  whome  the  pereti  I  shewed  to  the 
be-fore ;  and  now  the  deuyli  is  fled  from)  hym),  to  whom  he  had  done 
homage,  and  that  was  for  the  contncion)  that  he  had ;  and  now  he 
comyth  to  purgacton).  But  tliou  mayste  aske,  why  this  man)  disseniecl 
contncion),  that  wee  vmbelapped  with  so  many  synnes ;  I  answere 
to  the,  for  ])at  made  me  ^loue,  for  I  had  maunys  conti*»cion)  to  the 
laste  poynte,  and  the  merite  and  prayeie  of  my  modre.  for  why  % 
this  man)  louyd  here,  and  had  in  Costome  to  haue  compassion)  of 
here  sorowe,  als  ofte  as  he  be-helde  here,  or  herde  here  name<) ; 
therfore  he  hathe  founde  the  profite  and  the  vtilite  of  his  helthe, 
and  shali  be  sauyd."     Amen)  &c. 

[  XCVI.  ] 
(how  a  heathen  woman  was  oonvertbd.) 

Oure  ladie  seynte  marie,  the  modre  of  Griste  Ihera,  spake  to  an 
holy  woman),  the  spouse  of  here  sone,  sayeng*  thus,  **  there  is 
no  thing*  that  pleasith  so  mych  god,  as  dothe  a  man)  or  a 
woman)  that  louyth  god  aboue  ati  thing*.  Beholde,  for  I  shall  say  to 
the  an  Ensawmple  and  a  semelitude  of  a  woman,  that  was  a  payuym), 
that  no  thing*  knew  of*  the  feithe  of  holy  kyrk.  she  thought  thus 
in  here  herte  with  in  here  self*,  *'  I  know  of*  what  made  I  am),  and  of 
which  I  come  into  my  moders  wombe,  and  I  beleue  that  it  is 
Impossible  [for]  me  to  haue  a  body,  and  loyntes,  and  bowels,  amf 
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witte,  but  if>  it  had  beo)  geuyii)  me ;  and!  therfore  there  is  some 
makere,  that  made  me  so  fayre  a  persone  of  mankynde,  and  wolde 
not  make  me  foule,  as  wormes  and  serpentes.  therfore,  as  me  thinke, 
thoughe  I  haue  many  housbondes,  and  ifi  they  aH  Called  me,  I  shuld 
rather  at  on)  Callyng*  renne  to  my  makere,  then)  to  the  voices  of  hem) 
ali.  I  haue  also  many  childryn),  sones  and  doughters  ;  neuer  the  less 
if*  I  sawe  hem)  haue  mete  in  here  handes,  and  wiste  that  my  makere 
hongred,  I  shuld  take  the  mete  from  the  handes  of  my  Childryxi), 
and  loyfufi  pr^sente  it  to  my  makere.  I  haue  also  many  possessions, 
the  which  I  dispose  at  my  wille ;  neu«rthe-lese  if  I  wiste  the  wiH  of* 
my  makere,  I  shuld  gladly  do  leue  my  wille,  and  dispose  hem  to  my 
makere  wille."  Then  seide  oure  lady  to  the  spouse  of*  here  sone, 
<'  Beholde,  doughter,  what  god  hath  done  to  this  woman,  that  is  a 
paynym).  he  sente  to  here  oon)  of  his  frendes,  that  Enfourmed  here 
in  the  holy  feithe ;  and  god  hym  self*  vesite  here  herte,  as  thou  may 
vnderstonde  of  the  wordes  of  the  woman),  for  why  %  whan  the  man 
of  god  prechid  to  here  ooh)  god,  that  is  with  oute  begynnyng*  and 
with  oute  Endyng*,  that  is  makere  of  aH  thing*,  she  answerid,  that  is 
Bothe,  she  saieth,  and  credible,  that  he  ])at  made  me,  made  aH  thing*, 
and  hathe  aboue  hym)  no  makere ;  and  therfore  it  is  trew  that  his 
life  is  Euerlastyng*,  that  myght  gyve  me  lyfe.  And  when  this 
woman)  had  herde  that  the  same  makere  had  take  of*  mankynde,  of* 
the  Tirgine  marie,  and  that  he  with  his  mouthe  prechid,  she  answerid, 
and  seide,  goode  it  is  to  be  be-leue  the  vertuouse  wordes  of  god. 
But  than,  goddis  frende,  say  thou  ^to  me,  what  are  tho  wordes  that 
wentyn)  oute  of  the  mouthe  of  the  makere  of  atif  thing*,  I  wil  leue  my 
wille,  and  obey  to  aH  his  wordes.  Then  preching*  the  f^nde  of  god 
of*  the  passion),  and  of  the  Crosse  of  god,  and  of*  his  resurreccioh), 
The  woman)  answerid  with  wepyng*  Eyen),  and  saide,  blessid  be  god, 
that  so  paciently  shewed  his  Charite  in  Erthe,  the  which  he  had  to 
vs  in  heuyn) ;  Therfore  I  loued  hym  be-fore  that  made  me.  now  I 
am  constreyned  and  bownde  to  loue  hym),  for  he  hathe  shewed  to 
me  fe  right  way,  and  hathe  boughte  me  with  his  preciouse  blode. 
Therfore  I  am  holdyn  to  serue  hym  with  aH  my  strengthes  And 
me^nbres,  for  he  bought  me  with  his  membres ;  and  ouer  that  I  am) 
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doctotir  to  renne,  and  putt  a-way  aH  my  desire  fro  me,  that  I  bad 
fyrste  to  possessionSy  aii($  cliildre,  and  f rendes,  and  a&  only  for  to 
desire  my  makere,  in  his  loye,  that  nemer  shali  haue  £nde."  Then) 
seide  blessid  marie,  the  modre  of  god,  to  here  sonnys  spouse, 
**  be-holde,  doughte?*,  how  this  woman)  purchasid  many  folde  rewardes 
for  here  loue.  right  so  is  gy  veu)  reward  to  ich  maii)  and  woman), 
after  that 'they  louen)  god,  while  tliey  lyven)  in  this  woild&" 
Amen),  &c 

Explicit  [db]  qbstis  BouASonua  et  de  vitis  patbuil 
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ADDITIONAL  STORIES 

(not  in  the  mbs). 

I¥am  Wynkyn  de  Wvrd^9  SiUion,  eirc :  1510. 

[  I.     Sign.  A  ij.] 

SOmtyme  there  dwelled  in  Eome  a  pnyBsaunte  Emperonr, 
whiche  had  a  doughter,  a  fayre  creature,  and  was  named 
Atlenta,  whome  dyuerse  and  many  knyghtes  and  other  grete 
lordea  desyred  to^  theyr  wyf.  This  Atlenta  was  wonder 
swyfte  of  foote  /  wherfore  suche  a  lawe  was  ordeyned,  that 
no  man  sholde  hane  her  to  wyfe,  but  suche  as  myght  ouer  renne  her, 
and  take  her  by  strength  of  foot.  And  so  it  befell,  that  many  came, 
&  ranne  with  her  /  but  she  was  so  swyfte,  that  no  man  myght 
ouertalce  her,  by  cours  of  rennynge.  At  the  laste  there  came  a 
knyght,  named  Pomeys,  vnto  her  fader,  &  sayd  to  hym  thus  /  "  my 
lorde,  yf  it  myght  please  you  to  g3rue  me  your  doughter  to  wyfe,  I 
wyl  gladly  renne  with  her  "  /  Than  sayd  her  fader,  "  There  is  suche 
a  lawe  ordeyned  and  sette,  that  who  so  wyll  haue  her  to  wyfe,  must 
fyrste  renne  ^  with  her ;  and  yf  he  fayle  in  his  cours,  that  he  ouertake 
her  not,  he  shall  lose  his  hede  /  and  yf  it  fortune  hym  to  ouertake, 
than  shall  I  wedde  her  vnto  h3rm  **  /  And  whan  the  kynge  had  tolde 
hym  alle  the  peryll  that  myght  falle  in  the  wynnynge  of  her  /  the 
knyght  wylfully  graunted  to  abyde  that  leopardy.  Than  the  knyght 
lete  ordeyne  hym  thre  balles  of  golde,  ayenst  the  rennynge.  And 
whan  they  had  begonne  to  renne  a  lytel  space,  the  yonge  lady  ouer 
ranne  hym  /  than  the  knyght  threwe  forth  before  her  y*  fyrste  balle 
of  golde.  And  whan  the  damoysell  sawe  y  ball,  she  stouped,  and 
toke  it  yp ;  and  that  whyle  the  knyght  wanne  before  her ;  but  that 
auayled  lytell  /  for  whan  she  had  that  perceyued,  she  ranne  so  fast, 

^  her  lo,  ed.  *  nune,  ed. 
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that  in  shorte  space  she  gate  before  hym  agayne.     And  than  he 

threwe  forth  the  seconde  balle  of  golde  /  and  she  stouped,  as  she 

dyde  before,  to  take  it  vp  /  &  in  that  whyle  y'  knyght  wanne  before 

her  agayne  /  whiche  this  yonge  damosell  seynge,  constreyned  her 

selfe,  and  ranne  so  fast,  tyll  at  the  last  she  had  hym  at  a  vaontage 

agayne,  and  was  afore  hym.     And  by  that  tyme  they  were  nyghe 

the  marke,  where  they  sholde  abyde  /  wherfore  the  knyght  thtewe 

the  thryde  balle  forth  before  her  /  and  lyke  as  she  had  done  before, 

[she]  stouped  downe  to  take  vp  the  balle  /  and  the  whyle  she  was  in 

takynge  yp  the  thyrde  balle,  the  knyght  gate  afore  her,  and  was  fyrst 

at  the  standynge  /  &  thus  was  she  wonne.     IT  By  this  Emperooie  is 

vndeistande  the  fader  of  heuen  /  and  [by]  this  mayden  is  vndentande 

the  soule  of  man,  with  wbome  many  deuylles  desyren  to  renne  /  and 

to  dysceyue  her  thorugh  theyr  temptacyoos  /  but  she  withstandeth 

theym  myghtly,  and  ouercometh  hym  /  and  whan  he  hath  done  his 

power  /  and  may  not  spede,  than  [he]  maketh  ^  the  thre  bidlea  of 

golde  /  and  casteth  them  before  her,  in  the  thre  ages  of  man  /  that 

is  to  saye  /  in  youth,  in  manhode,  and  in  olde  age.     In  youth  he 

casteth  the  balle  of  lechery  before  her,  that  is  to  saye^  the  desyie  of 

flesshe  /  neuerthelesse  for  al  this  balle  often  tymes  man  ouercometh 

the  deuyll  by  confessyou,  contrycyon,  penaunce,  and  satysfaccyon. 

The  seconde  balle  is  the  balle  of  pryde,  the  whiche  the  deuyll  casteth 

to  man  in  his  manhode  /  that  is  to  saye,  in  his  myddell  age  /  bat 

this  balle  man  oftentymes  ouercometh,  as  he  dyde  the  fyrste.    But 

late  hym  beware  of  y®  thyrde  balle,  whiche  is  the  balle  of  oouetyse, 

that  the  deuyll  casteth  vnto  man  in  his  olde  age,  that  is  full  dredefulL 

For  but  yf  a  man  may  ouercome  this  balle  with  this  other  two,  than 

he  shall  lese  his  honoure,  that  is  to  saye,  y*  kyngedome  of  heuen. 

For  whan  man  brenneth  in  couetyse,  he  thynketh  not  on  goostly 

rychesse,  for  euer  his  herte  is  sette  in  worldly  goodes,  and  recketh 

not  of  prayers,  ne  of  almes  dedes  /  and  thus  leseth  he  his  herytage, 

to  the  whiche  God  hathe  bought  hym  with  his  precyous  blode. 

Unto  y®  whiche  Ihesus  brynge  you  and  me,  and  alle  mankynde ! 

Amen. 

'  marketh,  ed. 
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[  11.     Sign.  A.  iij.  ] 

THere  dwelled  somtyme  in  Eome  a  mygbty  Empeiour  and  a 
wyse,  named  Ancelme,  whiche  bare  in  his  annes  a  shelde 
of  syluer,  with  fyne  reed  rosye.  This  Emperour  had  thre 
sones,  whom  he  loued  moche  /  he  had  also  contynuall 
warre  with  the  kynge  of  Egypt  /  in  the  whiche  warre  he 
lost  all  his  temporall  goodes,  excepte  a  vertuous  tre.  It  fortuned 
after  on  a  day,  y*  he  gaue  batayll  vnto  y*  sayd  kynge  of  Egypt, 
whenn  he  was  greuously  wounded.  Neuertheles  he  opteyned  the 
vyctory,  notwithstandynge  he  had  his  dedely  wouwde  /  Wherfore 
wbyle  he  laye  in  poynte  of  deth,  he  called  vnto  hjrm  hia  eldest  sons, 
&  sayd  /  "my  moost  dere  &  welbelouede  sons,  all  my  temporall 
rychesse  I  haue  exspended,  &  almoost  no  thynge  is  lefte  me,  excepte 
a  vertuous  tre,  y*  whiche  standeth  in  the  myddes  of  myne  empyre. 
I  gyue  to  the  all  y*  is  vnder  the  erthe  and  aboue  the  erthe'of  y^  same 
tree."  "  O  !  my  reuercnt  fader,"  quod  he,  "  I  thanke  you  moche." 
Than  sayd  themperoure,  "  Calle  to  me  my  seconde  sone."  anone  his 
eldest  sone,  gretely  gladded  of  his  faders  gyfte,  called  in  his  broder  / 
and  whan  he  came,  than  sayd  themperoor  /  "  my  dere  sone,"  quod 
he,  "  I  may  not  make  my  testament,  for  so  moche  that  I  haue  spent 
al  my  goodes,  except  a  tree,  which  standeth  in  my  empyre,  of  the 
whiche  tree  I  gyue  &  bequethe  to  y*  all  y*  is  grete  and  smale." 
Than  answered  he,  and  eayd,  "My  reuerent  fader,  I  thanke  you 
moche."  Than  sayd  themperoure.  "  calle  to  me  my  thyrde  sone  "  / 
and  so  it  was  done.  And  whan  he  was  come,  the  Emperour  sayd, 
"  My  dere  sone,  I  must  dye  of  this  seknesse,  &  I  haue  but  onely  a 
vertuous  tree,  of  the  whiche  I  haue  bequethed  thy  bretherin  theyr 
poTcyon,  and  to  the  I  byquethe  thy  porcyon^  /  for  I  wyll  y*  y*  haue 
of  the  sayd  tree  all  y*  is  wete  &  drye."  Than  sayd  his  sone,  "  Fader, 
God  thanke  you ! "  Soone  after  that  the  Emperour  had  made  his 
byquest,  he  deyed.  And  the  eldest  sone  anone  toke  season  of  the 
tree.  Whan  the  seconde  broder  this  herde,  he  sayd,  "  broder  myn, 
by  what  lawe  or  tytell  occupy ed  y"*  this  treel"  "Dere  broder," 
quod  he,  "  I  occupyed  by  this  tytell  /  my  fader  gaue  me  all  y*  is 
vnder'  erthe  and  aboue  of  the  sayd  tree,  and  therfore  by  reason  this 

*  procyoD,  ed,  *  vnde^  ed. 
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tre  is  myn."  " XJnknowynge  to  the,"  quod  the  seconde  bioder,  "he 
gaue  me  al  that  is  in  brede,  length,  &  depnes  of  y*  sayd  tree  /  and 
therfore  I  haue  as  grete  ryght  in  the  tree  as  thou."  This  heiynge, 
the  thyrde  sone  came  vnto  theym,  &  sayd,  "01  ye  my  best  beloned 
brethem,  it  behoueth  you  not  to  stiyue  for  this  tree  /  for  as  moche 
ryght  haue  I  in  this  tree  as  ye  /  for  well  ye  wote  by  the  lawe,  that 
the  last  wyll  &  testament  ought  to  stande  /  for  sothely  he  gaue  me 
of  the  sayd  tree  all  y^  is  wete  and  drye,  and  therfore  by  ryght  the 
tree  is  myn  /  but  for  as  moche  as  your  tales  ben  grete,  and  mjiie 
also  /  my  couiiceyll  is,  that  we  be  lustyfyed  by  reason  /  for  it  is  cot 
good  ne  commendable,  that  ony  stiyfe  or  dyssencyon  sholde  he 
amonge  vs.  Here  besyde  dwelleth  a  kynge  of  reason  /  for  it  is  not 
good  to  stryue,  go  we  there  vnto  hym  /  &  eueryche  of  ys  laye  his 
ryght  before  hym  /  and  lyke  as  he  wyll  luge,  stande  we  vnto  his 
lugement."  Than  sayd  his  bretherin,  ''this  counceyl  is  good." 
wherf ore  they  wente  al  thre  vnto  y*  tynge  of  Beason,  and  eueiychone 
of  theym  syngulerly  shewed  forthe  his  ryght  vnto  hym,  lyke  as  it  is 
Sayd  before.  Whan  the  kynge  had  herde  theyr  tytles  /  he  lehersed 
them  all  agayne  syngulerly,  fyrst  saynge  vnto  the  eldest  sone  thns. 
**  Thou  sayest  for  the,''  quod  the  kynge,  "  thy  fader  gaue  the  all  that 
is  vnder  the  erthe  and  aboue  the  erthe  of  the  sayd  tree.  And  to  the 
seconde  broder  he  byquethed  all  that  is  in  brede,  length,  &  depnes 
of  that  tree.  And  to  the  thyrde  broder  he  gaue  al  that  is  wete  and 
drye."  Aud  with  that  he  layde  the  lawe  for  them,  and^  sayd  /  that 
y*  last  wyll  ought  for  to  stande.  "  Now,  my  de*re  sones,  breuely  I 
shall  satysfye  all  your  reasons."  And  whan  he  hadde  thus  sayd,  he 
toumed  hym  vnto  the  eldest  broder,  saynge  thus,  ^'My  dere  sone, 
yf  the  lyst  to  abyde  y*  lugement  of  ryght,  the  behoueth  to  be  letten 
blode  of  the  ryght  arme."  "  My  lorde,"  quod  he,  "  your  wyll  shall 
be  done."  Than  called  the  kynge  forth  a  dyscrete  physycyon, 
cowimaundynge  to  lete  hy^n  blode.  Whan  the  eldest  sone  was  thus 
letten  blode,  y*  kynge  sayd  to  them  all  thre  /  "  my  dere  sones,"  quod 
he,  "  where  is  your  fader  buryed  1 "  Than  answered  they,  and  sayd  / 
"Forsothe,  my  lorde,  in  suche  a  place."  Anone  the  kynge  com- 
maunded  to  delue  vp  the  body,  and  to  drawe  out  a  bone  of  his  brest, 

^  and  and,  ed,  '  Sign.  A  liy. 
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and  to  bniy  his  body  agayne  /  &  so  it  was  done.  And  whan  y*  bone 
was  drawen  out,  the  kynge  commaunded  y^  it  sholde  be  layde  in  the 
blode  of  the  elder  broder,  &  y*  it  sholde  lye  tyll  it  had  leceyued 
kyndely  the  blode,  and  than  to  be  layde  in  y*  sonne,  and  diyed  /  & 
after  that,  it  sholde  be  wasshen  with  clere  water  /  his  seruauntes 
f ulfylled  all  that  he  badde.  And  whan  they  began  to  wasshe,  y' 
blode  7any8shed  clene  away,  whan  the  kynge  sawe  this,  he  sayd 
to  the  seconds  sone  /  **  it  behoueth,  that  y^  be  laten  blode,^  as  thy 
broder  is."  Than  sayd  he,  "  My  lorde,  thy  wyll  shall  be  fulfylled  "  / 
&  anone  he  was  seraed  lyke  as  his  broder  was,  in  all  thynge.  And 
whan  they  began  to  wasshe  the  bone,  the  blode  vanysshed  awayo. 
Than  sayd  y*  kynge  to  the  thyrde  sone,  '*  My  dere  chylde,  it  behoueth 
the  also  to  be  laten  blode."  He  answered^  and  sayd,  ^'My  lorde,  it 
pleaseth  me  well  so  to  be."  Whan  the  yongest  broder  was  laten 
blode,  and  seruede  in  all  thynge  lyke  as  his  two  brethem  were  serued 
before.  Whan  the  kynges  seruaunt  began  to  wasshe  the  bone,  they 
myght  neyther  for  wasshynge  ne  for  brekynge  do  awaye  the  blode 
of  y*  bone,  but  euer  it  appered  blody.  whan  y*  kynge  sawe  this,  he 
sayd  /  "  it  apered  openly,  y*  this  blode  w^out  doubte  i&  of  the  natui'e 
of  this  bone  /  thou  arte  his  true  sone,  and  these  other  ij.  ben 
bastardes.  I  gyue  to  the  that  tree  for  euer  more."  IT  Dere  frendes, 
this  Emperour  is  oure  lorde  Ihesu  ciyst,  whiche  bare  a  shelde  of 
syluer,  with  fyue  reed  rosys  /  that  is  to  saye,  his  body  y^  was  so 
fayre,  soo  clere,  &  more  radyent  than  ony  syluer,  accordynge  w^  y" 
psalmes  saynge  thus,  Speciosus  forma'  pre  filiis  homint^m.  That  is 
to  saye,  he  was  more  specyous,  &  fayrer  of  shape,  than  all  the 
chylderin  of  men.  By  this  .v.  rosys  we  vnderstande  his  .v.  woundes, 
whiche  he  suffred  for  mankynde.  And  by  the  kynge  of  Egypte  we 
vnderstande  y*  deuyll,  ayenst  whome  he  faught  all  the  tyme  of  ^  his 
lyfe  /  &  at  last  was  slayne  for  mankynde.  Neuertheles  before  his 
deth,  he  made  his  testament  to  his  thre  sones.  By  the  fyrst,  to 
whome  he  gaue  of  the  tree  al  y*  was  vnder  erthe  and  aboue  /  we 
shall  vnderstande  the  myghty  men  &  states  of  this  worlds,  to  whome 
he  hath  gyuen  power  in  erthe,  in  water,  &  in  ayer,  so  y*  be  obedyent 
at- they r  wyll  all  thynge  vnder  heuen.  By  the  seconde  sone,  to 
'  bolde,  ed.  *  aoswere,  ed.  *  forme,  ed»  *  of  of,  sd, 
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whome  he  gaue  the  tree  ia  length,  brede  &  depnes,  we  may  Tndw- 
stonde  the  wjtty  men  of  this  worlde,  as  lostycis,  vocates,  &  men  of 
lawe ;  these  men  haue  power  in  length,  &  brede  &  depnes,  Tpon 
gentjlmen  of  myddell  degre,  &  vpon  poore  men,  theym  to  deme  & 
to  luge,  as  they  lyst.  By  the  iij.  sone,  to  whome  he  gane  all  y*  was 
wete  &  diye  of  y*  tie,  we  shall  yndeistonde  good  ciysten  men, 
whiche  haue  &  sufifre  bothe  wete  &  drought  /  that  is  to  saye,  now 
pouerte,  now  trouble,  now  solace,  now  care,  nowe  colde,  now  bete  / 
and  all  this  they  receyue  of  god  /  thankefully.  this  noble  tree  y^ 
was  thus  byquethed  to  [them].  This  tree  is  the  tree  of  paradyae  /  y' 
is  to  saye,  euerlastynge  loye  of  heuen,  whiche  is  gyuen  to  ts  al,  yf 
we  wyl  take  it  thankfully ;  neuertheles  it  is  geuen^  in.  dyuerse  wyse, 
&  not  egally,  for  some  hath  more,  &  some  hath  lesse,  after  their 
meiytes.  this  uotw^stondynge  euery  man  opteyneth  not  /  ^therfore 
it  behoueth  them  to  go  ynto  y*  kynge  of  reason  /  y*  is  to  say,  Tnto 
y*  fader  of  heuen,  whiche  knoweth  all  thynge  or  they  be  made. 
The  fyiste  sone  was  lete  blode,  &  in  his  blode  the  bone  was  wrapped. 
By  this  blood  we  shall  ynderstande  our  merytory  dedes  /  and  be  y* 
[bone,  the  which  is]  whyte  and  heny,  almes  dede,  whiche  is  foil  heuy 
to  theym  that  gyueth  almes ;  neuertheles  it  maketh  y*  soule  whyte  / 
Wherfora  whan  these  myghty  men  haue  almes,  or  to  do  a  merytoiy 
dede,  though  it  be  made  drye,  ande  stablyashed  with  the  sonne  & 
by  the  wynde  of  dyuyne  piedicacyon,  neuertheles  whan  [cometh]  the 
water  of  pryde,  enuy,  wrath,  and  of  suche  other,  all  the  merytory 
dede  done  before  is  brought  to  nought,  and  the  blood  /  that  is  to 
saye,  almes  dede,  by  the  whiche  they  sholde  come  to  euerlastynge 
lyf,  begynneth  to  vanysshe  awaye.  For  why,  as  the  appostle  aayth/ 
he  that  offendeth  in  one  synne,  is  gylty  in  alL  This  blode  later, 
whiche  lete  them  blode,  is  a  dyscrete  confessouie  /  though  the 
myghty  men  of  this  worlds  doo  good,  and  fulfyll  theyr  penaunce  / 
neuertheles  whan  y*  water  of  couetyse,  that  is  to  saye,  whan  the 
purse  is  full  of  pence,  anone  they  gyue  true  lugement  /  ayenst  whome 
it  is  wrytew  thus.  The  wysdome  of  this  worlde  is  no  thynge  els  but 
foly  afore  god  /  and  ayenst  the  myghty  men  of  this  worlde  speketh 
holy  scrypture,  and  sayth,  where  ben  tho  myghty  men,  whiche  were 

*  heuen,  ed,  *  Sign.  A  v. 
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praysed  amonge  the  byrdes  of  heuen,  ete,  and  diynke,  and  often 
dessended  ynto  hell  1  The  thyrde  sone  of  this  Emperouie  is  a  good 
crysten  man,  whiche  all  the  tyme  of  his  lyfe  dyde  good  dedes,  and 
lyued  without  pryde,  enuy,  or  lechery ;  frome  the  bone  of  suche  a 
man  the  blode  may  not  be  wasshen  awaye  /  y*  is  [to]  saye,  his  mery- 
toiy  dede  may  not  be  put  awaye  frome  penaunce.  suche  a  man  is 
the  true  chylde  of  god ;  of  whome  oure  lorde  speketh  thus  /  The 
whiche  haue  forsaken^  all  thynge  for  me,  &o.  y^  is  to  say,  ye  y*  hauo 
forsaken  wyll  of  synne,  shal  receyue  an  hondred  tymes  more  /  y^  is 
to  saye,  ye  shall  not  onely  receyue  the  tree  of  paradyse,  but  also  y* 
herytage  of  heuen  /  these  two  other  sunes  ben  bastardes^  for  why, 
that  they  behote  in  theyr  baptesme  they  wrought  all  y*  contrary, 
throgh  theyr  wyckede  lyuynge ;  &  therfore  he  y*  desyreth^  to  opteyne 
y*  loye  of  heuen,  hym  behoueth  to  abyde  stedfastly  in  werkynge  of 
good  dedes,  &  than  by  reason  may  he  opteyne  the  tree  of  paradyse  / 
unto  the  whiche  y^  Lorde  brynge  vs,  whiche  lyueth  and  regneth 
eternal  without  eude  I    Amen. 

[  HI-  ] 

IN  Eome  dwelled  a  noble  £mperoure,  named  Dyoclesyan,  whiche 
aboue  all  worldly  goodes  loued  y*  vertu  of  charyte^  wherfore  he 
desyred  gretly  to  knowe  what  f  oule  louede  her  byrdes  best,  to  this 
entente,  y*  he  myght  therby  growe  to  more  parfyte  charyte.  It 
fortuned  after  ypon  a  day,  y*  this  Emperoure  walkede  to  the  forest 
to  take  his  dysporte,  where  as  he  founde  the  nest  of  a  grete  byrde, 
y*  is  called  in  latyn  Strucio,  w*  her  byrde  /  y*  whiche  byrde  them- 
perour  toke  with  hym,  &  closed  hym  in  a  vessel  of  glasse.  The 
moder  of  this  lytell  byrde  foloweth  after  to  themperours  palace,^  & 
entred  in  to  the  halle  where  her  byrde  was  closed.  But  whan  she 
sawe  her  byrde,  and  myght  not  by  no  menes  come  to  her,  ne  gete 
her  out,  she  tomed  agayne  to  the  forest,  and  there  she  abode  thre 
dayes  /  &  at  y*  last  she  tomed  agayne  to  y^  pallays,  berynge  in  her 
mouthe  a  worme  y^  is  called  Thumare.  Whan  she  came  where  her 
byrde  was,  she  lete  the  worme  falle  V]x>n  the  glasse,  thrugh  vertue 
of  whose  blode  the  glasse  brake,  &  the  byrde  escaped,  &  flewe  forth 

'  forken,  ed.  *  desyred,  ed,  *  place,  ed. 
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w^  his  moder.     Whan  the  Emperour  sawe  this,  he  piaysed  moche 

7*  moder  of   this   byrde,  whiche  so  dyljgently  laboured  for  the 

delyueraunce  of  her  byrde.     IT  My  frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the 

fader  of  heuen,  whiche  wonderly  loued  them  y^  ben  perfyte  in  lone 

&  charyte.     This  lytell  byrde  closed  in  the  glasse,  &  taken  £ro  y* 

forest,^  was  Adam  our  forefader,  whiche  was  exylled  fro  Paradyae, 

&  put  in  the  glasse  /  y^  is  to  saye,  in  heUe.     This  herynge  the  moder 

of  the  byrde  /  y^  is  to  wete,  the  sone  of  god,  [he]  descended  fro 

heuen,  &  came  to  the  forest  of  the  worlde,  &  lyuede  here  .iij.  dayes 

&  more,  berynge  w^  hjrm  a  worme  /  y^  is  to  saye,  manhode,  accord- 

ynge  w*  the  psalme  saynge  thus,  Ego  sum  \eiims  et  non  homo. 

That  is  to  saye,  I  am  a  worme,  &  no  man.    This  manhode  he^  suf[[er]ed 

to  be  slayne  amonge  y*  lewes  /  of  whose  blode  the  vessel  etemall 

was  broken,  &  the  byrde  wente  out,  that  is  to  saye,  Adam  wente 

forthe,^  with  his  moder,  the  sone  of  almyghty  god,  and  flewe  vnto 

heuen. 

[IV.] 

SOmtyme  dwelled  in  Rome  a  worthy  Emperour  &  a  wyse,  whiche 
had  a  fayre  doughter,  &  full  gracyous  in  the  syght  of  eueiy 
man.  This  Emperoure  bethought  hym  vpon  a  daye  to  whome  he 
iJ^yght  gyue  his  doughter  in  maryage,  saynge  thus,  "  yf  I  gyue  m^ 
doughter  to  a  ryche  man,  &  he  be  a  f  ole,  than  is  she  lost  /  &jil 
gyue  her  to  a  poore  man  and  a  wytty,  then  may  he  gete  his  lyuyng. 
for  hjm  &  her  by  his  wysdome,"  There  was  y*  tyme  dwellynge  in 
y*  cyte  of  Rome  a  phylosopher  named  Socrates,  poore  tod  wjse, 
"whiche  came  vnto  themperoure,  &  sayd,  "My  lorde,  dysplese  you 
not  though  I  put  forthe  my  petycyon  before  youre  hyghnesse." 
Themperour  sayd,  "  What  soeuer  it  pleaseth  y*,  tell  forth."  Than 
answered  Socrates,  &  sayd,  "  My  lorde,  ye  haue  a  doughter,  whome 
I  desyre  aboue  all  thyngei."  The  Emperour  answered,  and  sayd, 
"  My  frende,  I  shall  gyue  the  my  doughter  to  wyfe  vpon  thia  con- 
dycion,  y*  yf  she  dye  in  thy  felaushyp,  after  y*  she  be  weddede  vnto 
y*  y*  shalte  withouten  doubte  lese  thy  lyf.'*  Than  sayd  Socrates, 
"  Vpon  this  condycion  I  wyl  gladly  take  her  for  to  be  my  wyfe." 
The  Emperoure  herynge  this,  lete  calle  forthe  aU  the  lordes  and 
»  Sign.  A  Tj.  Ma,  «rf.  '  sorthe,  ed. 
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states  of  his  empyre,  and  made  a  greate  feest  at  theyr  weddynge. 
And  thenne,  after  the  feest,  Socrates  led  home  his  wyfe  to  his  owne 
house,  where  as  they  lyued  in  pease  and  helth  longe  tyme  /  but  at 
last  this  Emperouis  doughter  sekened  to  deth.  Whan  Socrates  this 
perceyued,  he  sayd  to  hym  selfe,  "  Alas  &  wo  to  me,  what  shall  I 
do,  &  whether  shall  I  flee,  yf  themperours  doughter,  y*  is  my  wyfe, 
sholde  deye  ? "  &  for  sorowe  this  Socrates  wente  to  a  forest  there 
besyde,  &  wepte  bytterly.  The  whyle  he  wepte  thus  &  mourned, 
there  came  an  aged  man  berynge  a  staffe  in  his  honde,  &  asked  the 
cause  of  Socrates,  why  he  mourned  1  Socrates  answered,  and  sayd, 
"I  wedded  themperours  doughter  vpon  this  condycyon,  y*  yf  she 
deyed  in  my  felawshyp,  I  sholde  lese  my  lyfe  /  and  now  she  is 
sekened  ynto  the  deth,  &  I  can  fynde  no  remedy  of  helpe,  &  ther- 
fore  I  moume  more  than  ony  creature  can  thynke."  Than  sayd  the 
olde  man,  "  Be  ye  conforted,  for  I  shall  be  your  helper,  yf  ye  wyl 
do  after  my  counceylL  In  this  forest  be  thre  herbes ;  yf  ye  make  a 
drynke  of  the  fyrst  to  your  wyfe,  &  of  y*  other  .\j.  a  playster,  and  yf 
she  vse  this  medycyne  drynke  and  plaster,  in  due  tyme  without 
doubte  she  shaU  recouer  to  perfyte  helth."  Socrates  fulfylled  all  as 
the  olde  man  had  taught  hym.  And  whan  his  wyfe  had  vsed  a 
whyle  that  medycynall  drynke  &  plaster,  within  shorte  tyme  she 
was  perfytly  hole  of  aU  her  sekenes.  And  whan  themperour  herde 
y*  Socrates  wrought  so  wysely  /  &  how  dylygently  he  laboured 
for  to  hele  his  wyf,  he  promoted  hym  vnto  grete  dygnyte  and  wor- 
shyppe. 

IT  Dere  frendes,  this  Emperour  is  our  lorde  Ihesu  cryste ;  his 
doughter  so  fayre  and  so  gentylle  is  the  soule,  made  at  the  symyly- 
tude  of  God,  whiche  is  full  gracyous  and  gloryous  in  the  syght  of 
hym  and  of  his  aungels,  whyle  that  she  is  not  defouled,  &  abydeth 
in  her  owne  propre  clennesse.  This  soule  god  wolde  not  gyue  it 
vnto  a  ryche  man,  but  to  a  poore  man  that  is  to  saye,  a  man  that  is 
made  of  the  sly  me  of  y*  erthe  /  ^This  Socrates  is  a  poore  man  /  for 
why,  euery  man  cometh  poore  and  naked  in  to  this  worlde  frome  his 
moders  bely  /  &  euery  man  taketh  his  soule  in  wedlocke  vpon  snche 
Condycyon,  that  yf  she  dye  in  his  felaushyp  by  deedly  synne  /  \V! 

'  Sign.  A.  vij. 
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out  doubte  he  shall  leae  etenudl  lyfe.     Theifore  o !  thou  man,  yf  thy 

wyfe  sekea  so  thrugh  a  deedly  synne  /  do  than  as  Socrates  dyd ; 

goo  ynto  the  forest,  that  is,  holy  chirche,  and  thou  shalt  fynde  there 

an  olde  man  with  a  staffe  /  that  is,  a  dyscrete  confessoore,  whiche 

shall  telle  the  of  these  thre  herbes  /  for  he  hath  power  to  bynde 

and  to  vnbynde.      The  fyrst  herbe  is  contiycyont  of  whome  y* 

sholdest  make  thy  drynke  of  teeres.     Ambrose  sayth,  that  teerea 

wassheth  synne  where  shame  is  to  knowlege;  &  these  two  other 

herbes  ben  confessyon  and  satysfaccyon  /  yf  these  herbes  be  Tsed  in 

playster,  the  synner^  without  doubte  shall  leceyue  his  belth,  and 

his  soule  shal  be  delyuered  fro  synne  /  and  by  all  ryght  ho  shall 

haue  euerlastynge  lyfe.     Unto  the  whiche  brynge  ts  our  lord# 

Ihesus! 

[V.] 

SOmtyme  there  reygned  in  y*  cyte  of  Rome  a  myghty  Emperoure 
and  a  wyse,  named  Frederyk,  whiche  had  onely  but  one  sone, 
whome  he  loued  moche.  This  Emperoure,  whan  he  lay  in  the 
poynte  of  deth,  he  called  ynto  hym  his  sone,  and  sayd,  "  d^re^  sone, 
I  haue  a  balle  of  golde,  whiche  I  gyue  the  vpon  my  blessynge,  tha^ 
y«  anone  after  my  deth  shall  gyue  it  to  the  moost  fole  y^  y*  maysf 
fynde.  Than  sayd  his  sone,  '*  My  lorde,  without  doubte  thy  wyll 
shall  be  fulfylled."  Anone  this  yonge  lorde,  after  the  dethe  of  his 
fader,  wente  and  sought  in  many  realmes,  and  founde  many  foles. 
neuertheles'  /  by  cause  he  wolde  satysfye  his  faders  wyll,  [he] 
laboured  ferther,  tyll  he  came  in  to  a  realme  where  the  lawe  was 
suche,  y^  euery  yere  a  newe  kynge  sholde  be  chosen  there  /  &  this 
kynge  hath  only  the  gydynge  of  that  realme  but  a  yere  /  &  at  the 
yeres  ende  he  shall  be  deposed,  and  put  in  exyle  in  an  ylonde, 
where  as  he  sholde  wretchedly  fynysshe  his  lyf  /  Whan  themperours 
sone  came  vnto  this  realme,  the  newe  kynge  was  chosen  with  grete 
honoure  /  &  al  manor  of  mynstralsye  wente  afore  hym,  &  brought 
hym  with  grete  reuerence  and  worshyp  vnto  his  regal  seta  Ancl 
whan  the  Emperours  sone  sawe  that,  he  came  vnto  hym,  and  salued 
hym  reuerently,  and  sayd,  "  My  lorde,  lo  !  I  gyue  to  y*  this  balle  of 
golde,  on  my  faders  behalfe."  Than  sayd  he,  "  I  praye  the,  t^dl  me 
'  fiynne,  ed.        •  drede,  ed.        *  ryoheles,  ed^ 
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the  caiise  why  thou  gyuest  me   this  halle."    Than  answerd  this 
yonge  loide,  and  sayd  thus,  "  My  fader,"  quod  he,  "  charged  me  in 
his  deed  bedde,  ynder  payne  of  his  hle6synge,.that  I  sholde  gyue 
this  balle  to  the  moost  fole  that  I  coude  f ynde  /  Wherfore  I  haue 
sought  many  lealmes,  and  haue  fouTule  many  f oles ;  neuerthelesse  a 
more  fole  than  thou  arte  founde  I  neuer,  &  therfore  this  is  the 
reason.     It  is  not  ynknowen  to  the,  that  thou  shalt  reygne  but  a 
yere,  Sb  at  the  y^res  ende  thou  shalte  be  exyled  into  suche  a  place, 
where  as  thou  shalt  dye  a  myscheuous  deth  /  wherfore  I  holde  y*  for 
the  moost  fole  y*  euer  I  founde,  that  for  y®  lordshyp  of  a  yere  thou 
woldest  so  wylfully  lese  thy  selfe  /  &  therfore  before  all  other  I 
haue  gyuen  to  the  this  balle  of  golde."    Than  sayd  y*  kynge,  "  With 
out  doute  thou  sayeth  me  sothe  /  and  therfore  whan  I  am  in  full 
power  of  this  Bealme,  I  shall  sende  byfore  me  grete  tresoure  and 
lychesse,  wherwith  I  may  lyue,  and  saue  my  selfe  frome  myscheuous 
deth,  whan  that  I  shall  be  exyled,  &  put  doune."    and  so  it^  was 
done  /  wherfore  at  the  yeres  ende  he  was  exyled,  and  lyued  there  in 
pease  ypon  suche  goodes  as  he  had  sent  before  /  and  he  deyed  after- 
warde  a  good  dethe. 

IT  Dere  frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  fader  of  heuen,  the  whiche 
byquethed  the  balle  /  that  is  for  to  saye,  worldely  rychesse,  to  foles 
&  ydeotes,  whiche  sauereth  but  thywge  that  ^erthely  is.  This 
Emperours  sone  /  that  is  for  to  saye,  a  prechour  and  a  dyscrete  con- 
fessoure,  serched  about  many  realmes  and  londes,  to  shewe  to 
mysbeleuynge  men  and  foles  theyr*  peryll.  The  realme  wherin  no 
kynge  myght  regne  but  a  yere  is  this  worlds.  For  who  so  had  lyued 
an  hondred  yere,  whan  he  cometh  to  the  dethe,  hym  shall  seme  that 
he  hath  lyued  but  the  space  of  an  houre ;  therfore  do  as  the  kynge 
dyde,  whyle  y*  ye  be  in  power  of  lyfe  /  sende  before  you  your 
tresour,  y^  is  to  saye,  almea  dedes,  Ss  other  good  merytory  werkes  / 
&  certaynly,  whan  ye  be  put  in  exyle  out  of  this  worlde,  ye  shal 
lyue  in  pease,  &  shall  fynde  y*  mercy  of  God  plentefull,  wherby  ye 
shall  opteyne  euerlastynge  lyfe.  Unto  y®  whiche  brynge  vs  he  / 
that  for  Ys  deyed  on  the  rode  tree  !  Amen. 

•  la,  <irf.  •  Sign.  A.  viy,  «  they,  ed. 
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[  XIX.    Sign.  E.  rj,  back.  ] 


IN  Home  dwelled  somtyme  a  myghty  Emperoor  and  a  wjse, 
named  Edfenne  /  the  whiche  otdejned  for  lawe,  y^  who  som- 
euer  lanysshed  a  mayde,  sholde  be  at  her  wyll  /  whether  she 
wolde  put  hym  to  deth,  or  that  she  wolde  haue  hym  to  her 
husbande.  It  befelle  after  on  a  daye,  that  a  man  ranyshed 
vpon  a  nyght  two  maydens  /  the  first  damoysell  desyred  that  he^ 
sholde  dye,  &  the  seconde  desyred  weddynge.  The  rauyssher  was 
taken,  and  ledde  before  the  luge,^  that  sholde  satysfye  bothe  these 
damoysels  thrughe  his  wysdome  and  ryghtfulnesse.  The  fyrst 
mayde  euer  desyred  the  dethe,  accordynge  to  the  law.  And  thaa 
sayd  the  seconde,  "And  I  desyre*  hym  for  to  be  my  husbande  /  for 
lyke  wyse  as  thou  haste  the  lawe  for  the  /  in  lyke  wyse  I  haue  it  for 
me.  And  neuerthelesso  my^  petycion  is  more  and  better  than  yours, 
for  it  is  more  chary  table  /  therfore  me  thynketh  in  my  reason,  that 
the  lustyce  sholde  gyue  sentence  with  me."  Than  y*  lustyce  vnder- 
standynge  the  grete  mercy  of  the  seconde  mayden,  aue  lugement^ 
that  he  sholde  wedde  her ;  and  soo  it  was  done. 

IT  This  Emperour  betokeneth  our  lorde  Ihesu  cryste.  The 
rauyssher  betukeneth^  euery  synner,  whiche  rauyssheth*  goddes 
mercy  as  often  as  he  dyffoyleth  the  commaundementes  of  god  by 
synne  /  for  y*  deuyll  may  neuer  ouercome  man  but  yf  it  be  suffred 
by  wyll.  For  saynt  Austyn  sayth,  Non  est  peccatum  nisi  sit  Tolnn* 
tarium.  It  is  no  synne  but  yf  it  be  voluntary.  The  S3nmer  rauyssheth 
the  mercy  of  God  as  ofte  as  he  hath  very  contrycyon.  The  rauyssher 
also  is  called  afore  y*  lustyce,  whan  the  soule  is  departede  firome  y* 
body  /  &  anone  the  fyrste  damoysell,  y*  is,  the  deuyll,  layde  ayenst 
the  synner,  that  ought  to  dye  euerlastyngely  by  the  lawe  of  ryght- 
wysnesse.  But  that  other  mayden,  that  is,  Cryste,  layde  for  her 
the  mercy  of  Gode  ought  to  helpe  by  contrycyon  and  confessyon, 
whiche  is  the  hyghe  waye  to  euerlastynge  lyfe.  Unto  y*  whiche 
god  brynge  bothe  ye  and  me  I     Amen. 

'  she,  ed,  '  Inge*  ^d.  '  desyred,  ed, 

*  Sign.  E.  vij.  ^  beketoneth,  ed,  *  raaysshed,  ed. 


XXVIII.   THE  NiaHTINGALB  AND  THB  MAGIO  WELL.      W.  D£  WORDK.      44l 

[  XXVm.     Sign.  G.  7j.  ] 

SOmtyme  theie  dwelled  in  Rome  a  myglity  Emperonr  named 
^ndromyke,  whiche  aboue  all  thynge  loued  melody.  This 
Emperonr  had  within  his  castel  a  welle  of  siiche  vertue,  that  [who] 
BOO  euer  were  dronken  /  and  dranke  of  that  water  of  this  welle, 
sholde  be  [in]contynent  freshe  agayn,  and  be  delyuered  frome  alle 
maner  of  dronkenesse.  There  was  also  dwellynge  in  this  Emperours 
conrte  a  knyghte  named  Ydrony,  whome  the  Emperoure  loued 
moche,  but  of  te  tymes  he  was  dronken,  the  which  vyce  the  Emperour 
bated  aboue  all  thynge  /  &  whan  this  knyght  vnderstode  hym  selfe 
that  he  was  dronken,  than  wolde  he  goo  to  the  welle,  and  drynke  of 
that  water,  and  refresshe  hym  selfe  soo  well,  that  whatsoeuer  the 
Emperour  put  to  hym,  he  wolde  answere  hym  soo  reasonably  /  that 
no  synne  of  dronkenesse  myght  be  founde  in  hym  /  and  for  his 
wytty  answere  and  his  wysdome  he  was  gretly  beloued  of  the 
Emperour.  Neuerthelesse  his  felawes  of  y*  courte  enuyed  hym 
moche,  and  ymagyned  amonge  them  selfe  how  they  myght  departe 
the  Emperour  loue  fro  hym.  It  fortuned  vpon  a  daye,  that  [as]  this 
Emperour  wente  to  the  forest,  he'  herde  the  nyghtyngale,  which  is 
a  gentyll  byrde,  synge  merely  /  wherfore  this  Emperour  ofte  tymea 
after  that  wolde  ryse  erly  in  y*  momynge,  and  also  some  tyme  frome 
his  mete,  and  walke  vnto  the  wode,  for  the  swetenesse  of  her  songe  / 
wherfore  many  of  his  men  sayd  amonge  them  selfe,  "  Thus  our  lorde 
delyteth  soo  moche  in  the  nyghtyngales  songe,  that  he  recketh  lytell 
of  our  profyte,  in  so  moche  that  thrughe  two  thynges  his  loue  is 
w*drawen  from  vs.  That  is  to  saye,  by  Ydronye  y''  knyght,  and  by 
the  swete  songe  of  y*  nyghtyngale."  Than  sayd  an  olde  knyght, 
the  whiche  was  amonge  theym,  "  Syrs,"  quod  he,  "  yf  ye  do  by  my 
counceyll,  I  shall  delyuer  you  of  the  knyght  Ydronye  /  and  of  the 
nyghtyngale,  without  hurte  or  dethe."  They  answered,  and  sayd, 
"  What  thynge  that  ye  bydde  vs  do,  we  shall  fulfyll  anone  with  all 
our  herte."  Whan  this  knyght  herde  this,  within  a  whyle  after  he 
aspyed  this  ydrony,  that  he  was  dronke,  wherfore  he  locked  the 
welle  faste ;  &  as  this  knyght  ydrony  came  to  refresshe  hym  selfe, 

'  as  he,  ed. 
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he^  founde  the  welle  locked.  The  Emperour  hadde  a  grete  maUr 
to  trete  /  wherfore  he  sente  in  hast  for  this  knyght,  by  cause  of  his 
gre^te'  wysdome  that  was  in  hym,  to  haue  his  counceylL  And 
whan  he  came  before  y*  Emperour,  he  was  so  dronke^  that  he  myght 
not  ones  meue  his  tonge,  ney ther  he  hadde  wytte  /  reason,  nor  ynder- 
stondynge  to  answere  y*  Emperour  to  his  mater.  But  whan  the 
Emperour  sawe  this,  he  was  gretely  greued,  for  so  moche  y*  he  hated 
namely  y*  vyce  /  wherfore  he  commaunded  anone^  that  frome  that 
daye  /  forth  he  sholde  not  be  seen  within  his  londe,  ypon  payne  of 
deth.  This  her3mge,  his  fomeai  gretely  were  gladded,  and  sayd  ynto 
the  olde  knyght  in  this  manor  of  wyse,  **  Now  be  we  delyuered  of 
this  knyght  ydiony.  There  is  no  more  to  do  but  that  we  myght 
fynde  y*  waye  and  remedy,  that  we  were  delyuered*  of  the  nyghtyn- 
gale,  in  the  whiche  the  Emperour  delyteth  so  moche  the  songe.'' 
Than  sayd  this  olde  knyght,  "Your  erys  shall  here  &  your  eyen 
shall  see,  y^  this  nyghtyngale  shall  be  destroyed  in  shorte  tyme." 
Not  longe  after,  this  olde  knyght  aspyed  y*  y*  nyghtyngale  vsed  to 
sytte  vpon  a  tree  euyn  aboue  this  same  wel,  where  as  her  make, 
that  was  y*  make  after  the  cours  of  nature,  came  and  gendred  with 
her.  Neuerthelesse^  [in]  the  absence  of  her  make,  she  toke  ofte 
tyme  another  make,  &  dyde  auoutry  /  and  whan  she  had  this  done, 
than  wolde  she  descende  to  the  welle  /  and  bathe  her*  selfe,  that 
whan  her  make  come,  he  sholde  fele  no  sauoure  /  ne  euyll  odonie  of 
that  she  hadde  done  /  whan  the  knyght  had  seen  this,  on  a  tyme  he 
locked  y*  well ;  and  whan  the  nyghtyngale  wolde  haue  descended  to 
bathe  her  selfe  after  her  auoutry,  she  found  the  well  closed ;  whe^ 
fore  she  fledde  vp  to  the  tree  agayne,  and  mourned  sore  in  her 
maner,  and  lefte  of  her  swete  songe.  Then  came  her  make,  and 
sawe  that  she  had  trespassed  agaynst  her  nature ;  he  wente  agayne  / 
and  in  shorte  tyme  he  brought  ayen  a  grete  multytude  of  nyghtyn- 
gales,  whiche  slewe  his  make,  and  tare  her  in  smale  gobettes  /  and 
thus  was  the  wyse  knyght  put  awaye,  and  the  nyghtyngale  slayne  / 
and  the  Emperour  put  and  delyuered  frome  his  pleasure  and  grete 
solace  suche  as  he  was  wonte  to  haue. 

'  and,  ed.        '  Sign.  G.  vij.         •  Several  words  are  here  repeated  in  ed, 
^  deiyuered,  ed,        ^  Neuerthlesse,  ed,        ^  his,  ed. 
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5r  This  Empeioure  betokeneth  our  loixle  Diesa  ciifite,  the  whiche 
loaeth  gretely  the  songe  of  peifyte  deuocyon.  For  whau  we  praye^ 
we  speke  with  god,  and  whan  we  rede,  god  speketh  with  vs.  The 
welle,  that  was  in  the  palays,  betokeneth  oonf essyon  that  is  in  the 
chiiche.  Therfore  yf  ony  man  be  dronken  with  synne  /  lete  hynx 
drynke  on  the  welle  of  conf essyon  /  and  with  out  doubte  he  shall  be 
safe.  This  ydrony  betokeneth  euery  man,  that  wylfully  tometh 
agayne  rnto  synne  after  his  confessyon  /  lyke  as  a  dogge  whiche 
maketh  a  vomeni^  and  casteth  oute  the  mete  that  he  hathe  eten 
before  /  and  after^  whan  he  is  hungry,  cometh  &  eteth  it  agayne. 
Neaerthelesse  yf  a  man  that  hath  synned  thus  wyU  drynke  of  the 
welle  of  c(mfessyon,  he  shal  receyue  his  goostly  strengthes.  The 
nyghtyngale,  that  satte  on  the  tree,  betokeneth  y*  soule,  that  sytteth 
on  a  tree  of  holy  doctiyne.  And  her  songe  betokeneth  the  soule, 
that  sytteth  on  the  tree  in  the  deuoute  prayers  to  god.  But  this 
aonle  dothe  anontiy  as  ofte  tymes  as  she  oonsenteth  to  synne. 
I^eaerthelease,  yf  she  renne  to  confessyon,  and  bathe  her  with  the 
water  of  contrycyon,  god  shall  loue  her.  But  her  fomen,^  whiche 
betokeneth  the  fendes  of  helle,  seynge  this,  y*  god  [is]  soo  mercyfull  / 
they  stoppe  the  welle  of  confessyon  /  that  is  to  saye,  the  mouthes  of 
men,  that  wolde  shryue  theym  selfe  /  with  shame  and  with  dredo 
of  theyr  penaunce,  that  they  dare  not  tell  forth  theyr  synnes  to  theyr 
confessyon.  And  thus  ben  many  exyled,  and  putte  to  dethe  euer- 
lastynge.  And  therfore  study  we  to  bathe  our  lyfe  in  the  welle  of 
confessyon,  with  y*  water  of  contrycyon  /  ^and  than  may  we  be  sure 
to  come  to  euerlastynge  lyfe.  Unto  the  which  I  praye  god  brynge 
both  you  and  me  1  Amen. 

[  XXXVII.     Sign.  L.  iy.  ] 

SOmtyme  there  dwelled  in  Home  a  myghty  emperour,  the 
whiche  was  named  Dunstane.     In  whose  Empyre  dwelled 
a  gentyll  knyght,  y*  whiche  had  two  sones.     One  of  his 
sayd  aones  wedded  hym  selfe,  agaynst'  his  faders  wyll,  to 
a  comune  woman  of  the  bordell.     The  knyght  herynge  this 
exyled  his  sone  frome  hym.     And  whan  he  was  thus  exyled,  he 
begate  on  this  woman  a  sone  /  and  sone  after  that,  he  wexed  seke 
'  fotemen,  ed.  *  Sign.  G.  viij.  '  astaynst,  ed. 
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and  nedefull,  wherfore  he  sente  messengers  to  his  fader,  besechyng? 
hym  of  his  mercy.     This  herynge,  his  fader  had  compassyon  and 
ruthe  of  hym,  wherfore  he  was  reconsyled.     And  whan  he  was  thus 
brought  agayne  to  his  faders  grace  /  he  gaue  his  sone,  whiche  he  bad 
begoten  afore  of  this  nedefol  woman,  to  his  fader.     And  he  kyndely 
receyued  it  as  his  sone,  and  norysshed  tt     whan  his  other  sone 
herde  this,  he  sayd  to  his ^  fader,  "Fader,"  quod  he,  "it  semethy* 
thou  arte  out  of  thy  ryght  mynde,  the  whiche  I  preue  by  this  reason. 
For  he  is   out  of  his   mynde,   that    receyueth   a   false  heyre  /  & 
nouryssheth  hym  /  whose  fader  hath  done  hym  anguysshe  &  dysease 
afore.     But  my  brother,  whiche  begate  this  chylde,  hath  done  the 
grete  Iniurye,  whan  that  he  wedded  y*  comune  woman  agaynst  thy 
wyll  and  commaundement.     Therfore  me  semeth,  that  then  arte 
oute  of  thy  ryght  mynde."    Thenne  answered  y*  fader,  and  sayd, 
"  By  cause  that  thy  brother  is  reconsyled,  thou  arte  enuyous  to  me, 
and  also  vnkynde  to  thyn  owne  brother  /  wyllynge  for  to  put  hym 
fix>m  my  felawshyp  for  euermore  /  &  sothely  none  vnkynde  man 
shall  haue  myn  herytage,  but  yf  that  he  be  reconsyled.     But  yet  y^ 
were  neuer  reconsyled  of  his  vnkyndenesse,  for  thou  myght  bane 
teconsyled  hym,  but  thou  woldest  not  /  therfore  of  myn  herytage 
getest  thou  no  parte. 

IT  The  fader  of  the  two  bretheme  betokenoth  the  fader  of  heuen. 
And  this  two  sones  betokeneth  y*  nature  of  aungelles,  and  nature  of 
man.  For  man  was  wedded  vnto  a  comune  woman  of  the  boidelle, 
whan  he  ete  of  the  apple  agaynst  the  commaundement  of  god,  wher- 
fore he  was  exyled  by  y*  fader  of  heuen,  and  putte  fro  the  loyes  of 
paradyce.  The  sone  of  the  comune  woman  betokeneth  mankynde. 
This  knyghtes  sone,  that  is  to  saye,  Adam,  began  to  be  nedefull  /  for 
after  his  synne  he  was  putte  from  ioye  in  to  this  wretched  valey  of 
teares  and  wepynge,  accordynge  to  this  scrypture.  In  sudors  vultus, 
&c.  In  the  swete  of  thy  vysage  thou  shalte  ete  thy  brede.  But 
after,  by  the  passyon  of  Cryste  he  was  reconsyled.  But  the  other 
sone,  whiche  betokeneth  the  deuyll,  was  euer  ynkynde,  &  grutcheth 
dayly  agaynst  oure  reconsylynge,  sa3'enge,  that  by  synne  we  oughte 
not  to  come  *vnto  the  herytage  of  heuen.  Unto  the  whiche  biynge 
vs  our  lorde  Ihesus  !  Amen. 

*  18,  ed.  '  Sign.  L.  iv. 
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NOTES. 


L  p.  1, 1.  4.  "  that  she  ordejned  for  hire  hasbonde/'  &c.  Printed  Lai 
£dd.  cap.  102,  has  instead — nee  de  adulterio  desistere  volebaL  Miles 
vero  cum  hoc  vidiseelf  contrietatua  est  valde  in  animo  »uo  et  cogitabai 
terram  sanctam  vititare, 

p.  1,  1.  5.  "  Happynge."  It  would  be  better  to  read  "  It  happide.** 
la  the  origiDal  Anglo-Latin  text  from  which  these  stories  are  trans- 
lated, it  is  Accidil.  Had.  MS.  2270,  cap.  7,  to  which  MS.  I  shall 
always  refer  except  where  otherwise  specified. 

p.  2,  ].  2.  **  of  erthe."  In  the  A.-Lat.  de  cerc^  and  so  also  in 
the  printed  Latin  text,  cap.  102.  Compare  Chaucer^  Hoos  of  Fame, 
III.  175,  **  Clerkes  eke  whiche  konne  wel 

Alio  this  magikes  naturel 

That  craf tely  doon  her  ententea, 

To  maken,  in  certeyn  ascendentes, 

Ymages,  lo,  thrugh  which  magike, 

To  make  a  man  ben  hool  or  syke.** 

p.  2,  1.  4.  «  Hielie."     A.-Lat  intime. 

p.  2,  1.  8.  ''be  ded.**  Lat  texts — tu  es  filiuB  mortU,  an  Eastern 
expression  which  occars  again  p.  73,  1.  33 ;  p.  265,  1.  5,  and  p.  312, 
L31. 

p.  2, 1.  9.  "  purveithe."     Better  "  pnrveide."     A.-Lat.  providit, 

p.  3,  1.  12,  "  cryed."     A.-Lat.  clamaU 

p.  3, 1.  27.  "  And  fe  kny3t  went  hom,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. 
add — "  cum  vero  domi  venisset,  uxor  efua  obviam  ei  venit,  et  cum  gaudio 
eum  recepiL     Miles  vero  per  plures  cKet  dissimilahat,  tandem,*^  &c, 

p.  3,  1.  28.   "  the  meyre  of  the  towne."     Pr.  Lat  pro  parenHbua 

uxoris  misit  ei  ait  eis judex  est  vocaius  et  sententiam 

dedit,  ut  ipsa  igni  combureretur ;  et  sic  factum  est,  et  pulvis  post  per 
aerem  dispergitur, 

p.  3,  1.  31.  **  herte."     A. -Lat.  corpus, 

p.  4,  1.  16.  *'This  nigromancer  [that]  is  the  Deville,  beginnithe :" 
the  text  has  been  corrected  from  the  A. -Lat  which  reads — Nigro^ 
manticuSf  scW,  Diabolus, 

p.  4, 1.  20.  "  putte  downe  thyn  bed."  A  mistake  of  the  translator, 
or  more  probably  of  the  transcriber.     In  the  A.-Latin  text  it  is 
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oportet  ts  deponere  vesHmenta  iua.     The  moral  in  the  printed  lot 
Editions  is  entirely  different 

p.  5,  1.  2.  **  the  Apostille.*'  8o  also  in  the  A.-Latin  text,  bat  the 
passage  quoted  occurs  in  Job  vii.  15. 

On  this  story  see  Warton,  Hist.  Eng.  Poetry,  Ed.  Hazlitt,  L  260. 
IL  p.  5,  I.  13.  "  hous.**     A.-Lat  cap.  8,  imperio^  and  printed  Lat  Edd. 
regno. 

p.  6,  1.  23.  The  text  has  been  corrected  from  the  A.-Lat  which 
reads  coram  omnibus  projttU,  The  Ko«  XCIX.  tale  as  given  in  the 
printed  Lat  Edd.  differs  considerably  in  the  details  from  the  Eog. 
version. 
in.  p.  7,  1.  23.  "  he  toke  a  shovill,**  Ac.  Printed  Lat  Edd.— vidrai 
9oUm  Buper  imaginem  per  tolis  umbram  digitwn  discemebai,  per  quem 
dicebat :  Percute  hie  I  Statim  Ugonem  aeeepii  ei  vix  per  dietanekan 
trium  pedum  fodiebat  ei  quoadam  gradue  deecendentes  ineetdebat, 
Clericus  non  modicum  gaudene  deeuper  grada&m  deeeendit^  &a 

p.  7,  1.  27.  ''  he  sawe  a  horde,  i-sprad  with  riche  metys."  Printed 
Lat  texts — videne  regemet  reginam  et  muUoe  nobilee  in  menea  eedenUi, 
respexit  et  eircumquaque  totam  aulam  plenam  hominibui  ei  omnee  eranl 
vesttnentis  predoeis  MuH,  ei  mUlue  ex  omnibus  unicum  terbwn  ei 
loquebatur. 

p.  7,  1.  29.  <*  the  whiche  jaf  light,"  fca  The  carbande  was  be- 
lieved to  have  light^giving  powers;  a  belief  to  which  Alexander 
Neckham,  in  his  work  De  Naturis  Berum  (RolUi  Series^  Ed.  Wrigtit, 
p.  469),  refers  as  follows : — 

<'  niostrat  tenebras  radians  oarbnnculus^  anri 
Falgorem  vincit  ignea  flamma  micaiis.*' 

See  also  the  Alliterative  romance  of  the  Sege  of  Jemsalera,  MSL 
Gott  Galig.,  A.  2,  leaf  122,  back ;  and  the  Romaunt  of  the  Rose. 

**Afyn  eharbonde  sette  saogh  I, 
The  stone  so  cleie  was  and  so  bri^t» 
That,  also  soone  as  it  was  nyght, 
Hen  myghte  seen  to  go  for  nede 
A  myle  or  two,  in  lengthe  and  brede.** 

p.  7, 1.  30.  "  a^enst  hit  stode  a  man  withe  a  bowci  in  bond,  redy 
for  to  schete.**  Printed  Lat  Edd. — kominem  siantem  habenternqve 
in  manu  sua  arcum  paratum  cum  sagitia  ad  percudendum,  et  in  fronte 
ejus  erat  scHptum :  Ego  sum  qui  sum^  nullus  arcum  memn  vitare  potest^ 
et  prcedpue  carbunculus  illSy  qui  relucet  (am  splendide.  Clericus  c«m 
hoc  vidisset,  admirabatur,  cameram  intraviiy  muUeres  pulcherrimas  in 
purpura  et  palUo  operantes  invenit^  et  nullum  verbum  ei  dixerunL 
Ddnde  stabulum  equorum  intravit  et  opHmos  equos  et  asinos  et  siede 
ceteris  invenit^  eos  tetigit  et  ad  tactum  suum  lapides  apparuerunt. 

p.  8,  1.  3.  "  Cowpe."  This  should  be  **  kuyfe,"  as  appears  by  the 
Morality^  and  by  the  corresponding  passage  in  W.  de  Worde*B 
Edition,  No.  VI.  The  original  text  has  culteUum^  but  the  printed 
Lat  Edd.  read  ciphum  cum  cultello  de  mensa  lecavit. 
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p.  8, 1.  13.  "The  aerke  ....  bitokeoyth,"  Ac.  Printed  Lat, 
Edd. — dericuB  qui  venerat  poatquam  alii  recesaeruntj  est  homo  cupidus 
give  avaruSf  qui  sicui  bonus  clericus  die  ac  noete  studet  ut  sciendam  sibi 
ipsi  imprimai  ei  alios  doceat,  nee  sadaH  potent^  quia  nova  semper 
inveniet :  eodem  modo  homo  cupidus  die  ac  node  studet  in  terra  in  mari, 
quomodo  potsrit  bona  mundana  acquirere,  nee  oculi  ejus  sadantur :  et 
ideo  contra  tales  didt  Seneca :  '  Cum  omnia  peccata  senescunty  sola 
cupiditas  JuvenesdL'  Illi  qtn  venerunt  ad  imaginem^  sunt  boni 
ckristiam  et  precipue  reUgiod  qui  mundum  respidunt,  quantum  ad 
victum  et  vestitum^  et  sic  recedunty  nee  superscriptUmem  diaboU  curant ; 
tales  pericula  evadent»  Clericus  vero  per  umbram  digiH  in  terram 
percussit;  sic  avarus  per  umbram,  sdUcet  mundi  vanitatem,  que  est 
quad  umbra  transienSy  acdpit  ligonem  i.  e.  corpus  condensum  et  assensum 
ac  inteUeetum,  per  que  didcias  mundi  indpit  fodere ;  cum  vero  gradus 
invenit  descendit ;  primus  gradus,  est  superbia,  secundus  concupiscenda 
oemlorum,  terdus  concupiscenda  camis, 

p.  8,  1.  21.  "  liking  the  wordly  thingis.'*  Bead  "  liking  [in]  the 
wordly  thingia."     A.-Lat.  cap.  9,  in  mundanis  delectetur, 

p.  8,  1.  27.  **  thenne  lieth  the  yowth  in  derkenesse,**  Ac,  Printed 
Lat.  Edd. — jacet  corpus  ibi  mortuum  et  miserabiliter,  quod  infra 
triduum  indpit  fetere :  tunc  diabolus  animam  rapit,  amid  et  consan- 
gumd  bona  sua,  que  cum  maledicHone  dd  acquidvit,  obtinebunt,  terra 
ae  vermes  corpus  occupdbunt,  et  sic  nichil  peccatori  rdiquitur,  nid  pena 
eiema,     Studeamus  ergo,  &c. 

p.  8,  1.  30.  "li^t"  A.-Lat.  vitam,  and  "lyfe,"  W.  de  Worde. 
This  story,  with  variations,  may  be  found  in  Will,  of  Malmesbary, 
De  Gest.  Beg.  Angl  1.  II.  c.  10,  p.  36,  Ed.  1596,  and  is  related  of 
Pope  Gerbert  (Sylvester  II.),  who  died  a.d.  1003.  It  is  thence 
inserted  by  Vincent  of  Beauvais  in  his  Spec,  Hist  1.  zziv.  c.  99,  and 
by  Pierre  Bercheur  in  the  ReperL  Moral.  I.  xiv.  c.  72,  No.  981,  Ed. 
1631.  See  alsoWarton,  I.  266.  Compare  also  an  abbreviated  and 
slightly  varied  version  in  No.  265,  in  the  Appendix  to  this  volume 
from  MS.  No.  LIII.  in  Oesterley's  list 
IT.  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  134,  Seneca  is  quoted  as  the  authority 
for  this  story :  Seneca  narrat  quod  lex  aliqucmdo  erat,  &c. 

p.  10,  1.  5.  "  of  too  evelis  pe  lasse,"  &c.  Printed  Lat  Edd.— cf6 
duobus  malis  majus  malum  est  vUandum. 

p.  10, 1.  16.  "Then  spake  ^e  iuge"  to  "a  goode  dede  fat  was 
like  to  an  ivill.**  None  of  this  passage  is  in  the  printed  Lat. 
Editions. 

p.  10,  1.  16.  "I  sette  cas.**  The  same  expression  occurs  in 
Lydgate's  Translation  of  W.  de  Deguileville's  Pilgrimage  of  the  Life 
of  Man,  MS.  Cotton.  Vitell,  C.  xiii.  leaf  144. 

**  I  pntte  caas  that  he  ha  space 
Fforth  to  precede  day  by  day." 

p.  11,1.  1.  "  Thenne  the  juge my^t  jeve  no  dome  ajenst 

him."  Lat— Judea;  vero  adpetidonem  emsdorum  contra  sum  sententiam 
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deditf  ui  occiderettar^  ei  He  factum  e$t,  de  ct^ui  morUfactfu  ettplanetua 
magnus  in  cwitate, 

p.  11,1.  23.  ''accusid  him  to  Pilat,**  Src.  Printed  Lat  Edd.— 
apud  Pilaium  accusahant  dicefUes :  ne  forte  veniani  Bomani  et  toUani 
nostrum  locum.  Sic.  Jllilea  dioebat :  m>diu8  est  ut  una  domus  destruatur^ 
quam  tota  civitas.  E  contra  Caiphas  dicebat :  Expedit  ut  unus  moriatur 
et  non  tota  gens,  Ideo  PUatus  eum  morti  tmdkUt,  de  cvqus  morte  petre 
scisse  sunt  et  tenebre  facte  sunt  super  universam  terram,  sed  facta  victoria 
iterato  in  sepulchro  arma  reposuU  L  e.  corpus  suum  gloriosum  in  terra 
quievit, 

p.  12, 1.  5.  "  a  faire  wife.**  Prioted  Lat  Edd.  add — quam  muUum 
dilexit,  ille  vera  ad  peregrinandum  in  partibus  longuiquis  perrexity  uxxtr 
verOf  &c, 

p,  12,  ].  9.  <'vij.  jere.'*  Lat.  Edd.  add — ei  ab  omnihue  eei 
dilectus,  qui  eum  viderunt, 

p.  12, 1.  14.  "  in  here  clerenesse.**  An  example  of  the  use  of  Monne 
as  a  feminine  noun.  '^  We  are  now  accustomed  to  think  of  the  sun 
as  masculine,  and  the  moon  as  feminine,  solely  from  such  being  the 
ease  in  the  classical  languages.  But  the  Mseso-Gothic  sunno  is 
feminine,  though  there  is  a  second  form  sunna^  which  is  mascalincs. 
The  A.-Saxon  sunne,  0.  Saxon  sunnay  Friesic  sunne,  Icel.  sunnOj 
0.  High  Ger.  sunna,  Ger.  sonne^  and  Dutch  ^on,  are  all  feminine, 
while  Mseso-Guthic  mena,  A.-Saxon  and  Friesic  nu^na,  0.  Saxon 
mdnOf  0.  High  Ger.  mono,  Ger.  mond,  Icel.  mam,  and  Swedish  moac, 
are  all  masculine.  See  Mat^ner^s  Grammatik,  1. 248.**  From  Profeasor 
Skeafs  note  on  P.  Plowman,  C.  Text  xxi.  256, 

**  Loo,  how  \>e  Bonne  gan  louke  hure  light  in  huere  selue^** 

Compare  Milton,  Par.  Lost,  YIL  248,  and 

"  the  Sonne  gaf  hire  litht."— La^amon,  Ed.  Madden,  1.  7239. 

V.  p.  13, 1.  9.  **  the  Erop^rours  steward  stod  oner  hire  hedys  and  hnrd.** 
Lat — Adinvicem  imperator  cum  militibus  ad  hostium  carceris  stabaL 
Ait  unus  miles  regi:  Domine,  non  auditis  istam  lamentacionem  in 
career e  inter  matrem  et  filiumt  At  ille:  Edam,  opUme  audio  et  eis 
compactor,  Milites  dixerunt :  Domine,  rogamus,  ut  fiat  eis  grada  ei 
misericordia,     Qttibus  dixit  rex :  Adpreces  vesiras  concede, 

p.  14,  1.  8.  '^  fe  riche  and  pe  niy3ty  man^**  &o.  Printed  Lat  Edd. 
read,  mundi  potentes  et  divites,  qui  dicunt :  si  deus  darei  eis  mundum 
et  pro  voluntate  camis  delicias,  lumen  celi  numquam  desiderarent :  de 
talibus  valde  dolendum  est,  which  agrees  with  the  version  in  Addit 
MS.  9066. 

p.  14,  I.  14.  "  This  Stiward  ....  ys  our  Lord."  Printed  Lat. 
Edd. — Miles  ....  potest  did  bontu  prelaius, 

p.  15, 1.  2.  "li^f  A.-Lat  and  printed  Lat  Edd.  vitam;  "lyfe.** 
W.  de  Worde,     Compare  p.  8, 1.  30. 

VI.  p.  15,  1.  9,  "  many  faire  ^ifles.**     Lat.  ditfidas  infinitas, 

p.  15,  1.  10.  *"  pQT  lay  by  the  wey/*  Ac.     Printed  Lat  Edd. 
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tunc  duo  homines  in  una  civitate  manenleSy  unus  fuit  fovtis  et  rohusUis^ 
sed  tamen  cecus,  alter  cUxudus  et  dehilia,  sed  optime  videbat 

p.  16,  1.  8.  "  as  f  ou  seist,"  Ac.  Printed  Lat  Edd.  add — et  sic 
factum  est,  claudus  viam  ei  ostendit  et  ipse  eum  poriacit,  et  sic  ambo  ad 
convivium  venerunt  et  divicias  inter  alios  receperunt, 

p.  16,  1,  17.  "  By  fe  blynde  man,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add — 
Cecus  iste  est  quilibet  dives  ac  patens  hujus  seculi,  qui  fortis  est  et 
potens  in  corpore,  i.  e.  diviciis  et  mundi  potencia,  unde  ceci  sunt  quantum 
ad  vitam  eternam,  ignorcmt  ea  que  sunt  salutis,  sicut  talpa .  bene  videt 
sub  terra  et  habet  multa  diverticula,  sed  supra  cecus  efficitur  nee  scit 
seipsum  juvare  ;  sic  et  divites  satis  clare  vident  in  temporalibus  et  ceci 
sunt  in  spiritualibus,  Claudus  vera  est  bonus  religiosus,  qui  claudicat 
in  utroque  pede,  scilicet  nichil  in  communi  aut  propria  possidet,  tameu 
videt  satis  clare  viam  versus  convivium  etemum, 

p.  17,  1.  6.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add — Precones,  qui  illud  convivium 
clamabant,  sunt  sacre  pagine  doctores,  scilicet  predicatores  et  confessores^ 
qui  habent  nos  instruere  publice  et  private  quomodo  ad  etemum  convivium 
poterimus  pervenire. 

This  story  is  in  Bromyard's  Summa  Predicantium,  fol.  1485,  voce 
Compassio,  0.  xii.  9.     Swan  says  '^  this  fable  has  crept  in  our  story* 
books."     Gesta  Rom.  I.  376. 
VII.  p.  17,  1.  16.  "  Adrian,"     Printed  Lat.  Edd.  Theodosius, 

p.  17,  1.  18.  *^  in  the  middes  of  ))e  cite."     Lat.  Edd.  in  palacio. 

p.  17,  I.  20.    "  f  e  iuge."     Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add— cm?  hoc  con- 
sUtutus, 

p.  17,1.  23.  "his  nest,"  and  1.  26,  <' while  she  was  absent" 
There  is  here  a  curious  confusion  of  the  genders;  see  a  similar 
instance  in  N^  LIX,  p.  243,  11.  1,  17,  27. 

p.  17,  1.  24.  "  in  a  hoote  day,"  &c.  Printed  Lat  Edd.,  cum  pulli 
ambulare  poterant,  penexit  quodam  die  ad  spaciandum  cum  pullis  extra 
civitatem. 

p.  17,  1.  31.  "rang  the  belle."  Printed  Lat  Edd.  add— «(5  si 
diceret:  Descende^  judex,  et/ac  mihi  jnsticiam  quia  iiyuste  bufo  nidum 
meum  occupat 

p.  17,  last  line.  "  And  whanne  the  iuge  was  come  downe,  as  lawe, 
was."  Printed  Lat  Edd. — Judex  cum  campanam  audisset,  descendit^ 
et  neminem  videns,  iterato  ascendit ;  hoc  videns  serpens  iterum  pulsavit, 

p.  18,  1.  10.  "fe  forseide  serpent  enterid."  Pr.  Lat — serpens 
intravit  ....  porlans  in  ore  suo  lapidem  preciosum, 

p.  18,  K  17.  Printed  Lat — won  modicum  gatulens,  serpentem  requiri 
fecit  sed  non  est  inventus  ;  lapidem  secum  custodivit  ei  vitam  in  pace 
finivit, 

p.  18,  1.  20.  "Maybe  y-callid  Emperour."  An  evident  error:  in 
the  A.-Lat,  cap.  13,  it  is  quilibet  homo  bonus,  and  in  the  printed* 
Lat  Edd.,  cap.  10.5,  quilibet  homo  mundanus. 

p.  18,  I.  25.  These  words,  although  frequently  quoted  in  the  Gesta 
as  proceeding  from  the  Apostle,  do  not  form  part  of  the  text  of 
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Scriptoro,  but  are  taken  from  the  Gloss,  on  Romans  xiv.  23.    They 
occur  also  in  P.  Plownjan,  A.  X.  92. 

p.  19,  1.  5.  **  GospeU.*"  Tiiis  quotation  is  really  from  Revelations 
iii.  20. 

See  Warton's  remarks  on  tliis  story,  I.  266. 
Vni.  p.  19,  1.  17.  "  Funiculus."     In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  lie  is  called 
Maximianus. 

p.  19,  I.  19.  ''  in  the  eest**     Lat.  texts — in  tummitate  numtU. 

p.  19,  L  21.  "  iij  armyd  knyjtys."  Printed  Lat  Edd.  add— ciw» 
magna  exercitu, 

p.  19,  1.  26.  "  in  the  northe.**     Lat.  texts — in  valle  9ub  monU  illo. 

p.  19, 1.  30.  **  Alle  mane  iewellis  " ;  read  <'  alle  maner  of  ivellis,"  a 
reading  which  is  conBrmed  by  the  A. -Lat.  text,  cap.  14,  which  has — 
in  qua  penam  perpetuam  et  omnia  mala  oixlinabaL  W.  de  Worde, 
No.  X.,  has  it — '*  all  maner  of  payne,  tormentynge,  sorowe,  and 
myschefe." 

p.  20,  1.  10.  "  goo  to  fis  cite."  The  printed  Lat  Edd.  read— 
pergamua  per  mundum  gicut  ceteri  milites ;  probably  a  sarcastic 
allusion  to  the  knights  of  fortune,  whom  Cervantes  has  held  up  to 
ridicule  in  Don  Quixote. 

p.  20,  1.  14.  "  in  wele  ne  in  woo."  The  printed  Lat  Edd.  con- 
tinue— -et  quiiquid  unus  lucratuB  fuerit,  alius  dimidietattm  habeaL 

p.  20,  last  line.  Lat.  texts  add — Si  per  viam  strictam  prcpUr 
pugnam  et  latroncs  times  amhularey  est  Ubi  obprobrium  pro  perpeiuo^ 
quia  miles  es  tu,  et  miUtibua  incumbit  contra  hostes  pugnare,  Aliud 
est,  si  mecum  volueris  per  istam  viam  pergere^  firmiter  promitio  <mte  i€ 
ad  bellum  pergere  et  quotquot  sunt  penetrare,  si  velis  mejuvare. 

p.  21,  1.  1.  '*  receivid  hem  worshipfully,"  &c.  The  printed  Lat 
Edd.  have  here  an  additional  passage — satis  konorifice  sunt  rec^ 
ac  splendide  ministrati.  In  qualibet  refectione  miles  stuUus  sajj^enti 
dixit :  Carissimef  nonne  tibi  proedixi  ?  Ecce  quot  ei  quanta  habemtu 
solacia  in  ista  via:  de  omnibus  hiis  in  ilia  via  defecissemus.  lUe 
:  respondit :  Si  finis  bonus  erit,  iotum  bonum  erit,  quod  non  tpero.  Here 
we  have  evidently  the  origin  of  the  proverb,  *^  AlPs  well  that  ends 
well." 

p.  21,  1.  2.  "  as  for  oo  ny3t"  Lat. — per  aliqua  iempora  moram 
traxerunU 

p.  21,  1.  9.  ''a  diche  place."     Lat — in  quandam foveam, 

p.  22, 1.  9.  *'  Pandetur  omne  malum  "  ;  read  *'pandetur  [ab  AquHone"] 
omne  malum"  The  quotation  is  from  Jeremiah  i.  14.  Compare 
also  chaps,  iv.  6,  and  vi.  1.  On  this  ancient  belief  that  all  evils 
come  from  the  north,  the  reader  is  referred  to  an  interesting  chapter 
in  "  Leaves  from  a  Word  Hunter's  Note  Book,"  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Palmer, 
p.  302,  where  numerous  quotations  on  the  point  are  cited ;  and  to 
Professor  Skeat's  Note  to  Piers  Plowman,  C.  II.  111.  Compare  also 
tale  35  of  MS.  Addit  9066,  p.  358,  1.  6. 

This  story  occurs  in  Harl.  MS.  2316,  leaf  55b,  a  curions  collection 
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of  tales  made  about  the  middle  of  the  15th  ceDtury,  and  in  Bromyard's 
SwnTna  Predicantium^  voce  Amicitiay  A  xxi.  27. 

p.  23,  1.  12.  "as  she  sat  in  hire  sorowe  and  weping."  Lat — in 
via  publica  aedebat,  ut  a  tranaeunlibua  elemonnam  peteret, 

p.  23,  1.  la.  "Knyjt;"  read  "erle,"  as  in  1.  5.  A, -Lat. — comeg, 
and  so  W.  de  Worde.     Printed  Lat  Edd. — quidam  dux  tyrannus, 

p.  24,  1.  9.  "  and  not  to  have  victory."  Lat — n  hereditcUem  tibi 
acquitiero, 

p.  24,  1.  19.  "My  blody  serke."  Printed  Lat  Edd.  read  arma 
mea  ianguinoleniOj  which  agrees  with  Addit  MS.  9066.  This  latter 
version  of  the  tale  is  not  translated  from  the  A.-Lat.  MSS.,  bat  from 
au  abridged  Lat  text  in  Harl.  MS.  219,  leaf  33,  where  it  is  entitled, 
de  qtuidam  puella  potente  et  ditissima^  que  regnum  possediL 

p.  24, 1  20.  In  W.  de  Worde's  edit  is  added  a  paragraph,  not  in 
the  A.-Lat  text  as  contained  in  MSS.  Harl.  2270  and  5259,  as 
follows :  '*  And  in  his  sherte  was  wryten  this  verse,  Thynke  on  hym 
and  haue  mynde,  thai  to  the  was  too  kynde,  Anone  whan  she  hadde 
receyaed  the  sherte,  she  hanged  it,'*  &c.  But  in  Harl.  MS.  5369»  the 
singular  correspondence  of  which  with  the  edition  of  W.  de  Worde 
has  been  noticed  in  the  Introduction,  at  fol.  48b,  a  second  hand  has 
noted  in  the  margin — "  In  camiaia  sua^  secundum  quosdam,  erant  hee 
verba  scripta,  Thynke  on  hym  and  haue  gode  mynde,  that  tho  the 
was  so  kynde." 

p.  24,  1.  30.  '*  in  batayle,"  &c.  Harl.  219  reads — in  bello  contra 
tircmnum  letaUter  fuit  vulneratus.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  —  in  bello 
vulnuM  mortis  recepit. 

p.  25,  1.  18.  "  as  Scripture  she  with."  In  W.  de  Worde,  "  lyke  as 
the  Psalmo  say  the "  and  juxta  Psalmum,  in  Harl.  MS.  5369.  The 
quotation  is  from  Genesis  iii.  10. 

p.  25,  1.  38.  '^  mankynde."  Harl.  MS.  219  reads — natura  humana^ 
which  accounts  for  ''  hire  "  3  lines  on. 

p.  26,  1.  1.  ''  a  wele  faire  kny3te,*'  &o.  The  printed  Lat.  Edd. 
give  the  Moralite  rather  more  fully — Miles,  qui  juxta  earn  equitabat, 
erat  fiUus  dei^  qui  in  equo  humanitcUis  mundum  istum  intravit  ei  humano 
generi  compaciebatur. 

p.  26,  L  5.  "  late  us  [honge  the]  serke.*'  The  text  has  been 
corrected  from  the  A.-Lat.,  which  reads — ponamus  camisiam ;  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  give — arma  sanguinolenia  in  camera  cordis  tui 
habeas. 

p.  26,  1.  14.  "  louyd  that ; "  read  "  lonyd  the."  Lat  text  in  Hari. 
219  reads — dilexi  te. 

p.  26,  1.  29.  The  answer  is  in  verse,  and  differs  from  the  text, 
Harl.  MS.  219,  leaf  34,  which  has — mors  dilecti  mei^  quam  pro  salute 
mea  sustinuit,  semper  in  memoria  mea  versabitur.  This  tale  is  Chapt 
66  of  tlie  printed  Lat  Edd.,  and  a  somewhat  similar  story  occurs  in 
Chapt.  25,  differing,  however,  in  the  later  part,  for  the  lady,  instead 
of  remaining  true  to  her  deliverer,  gets  rid  of  the  mementoes  (in  this 
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latter  case  a  scrip  and  a  stafif)  so  soon  as  she  hears  of  the  approach 
of  three  fresh  lovers.  These  two  tales  have  formed  the  groundwork 
of  Mr.  D.  G.  Russetti's  poem,  *'  The  Scrip  and  the  Suff.'*— (Bossetti^s 
PoemSf  p.  47.) 

This  Story  is  quoted  by  Felton,  Sermonea  Dominicales,  MS.  Harl.  4, 
leaf  25. 
X.  p.  27.  "  Appolanius."  W.  de  Worde,  No.  12,  "  Appolloninns." 
The  MSS.  have  tlie  name  more  or  less  corrupted.  Harl.  5369, 
and  Addit  9066,  read  correctly  '*  Appulonius.*^  Printed  Lat  Edd. 
Titus, 

p.  27,  1.  9.  *^  statute.*'  This  word  has  been  left  in  the  text,  to 
show  how  ancient  is  the  vulgar  corruption  of  **  statue.*' 

p.  28,  1.  10.  The  passage  has  been  restored  on  the  authority  of 
MSS.  Harl.  2270,  53G9,  and  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  which  read— a 
verum  dicat  caput  frangaiur. 

Compare  the  following  from  the  Poem  on  the  Truce  of  1444,  pr, 
in  Wright's  Political  Poems,  Rolls  Series,  II.  219,  220. 

"  Whoo  seith  trouthe,  offte  he  shalle  be  shent, 
A  good  be  stille  is  offte  weel  worth  a  groote. 


A  good  be  stille  is  weel  wourth  a  groote^ 
Large  language  causit  repentaunce.'* 

p.  29,  1.  11.  ''as  for  my  dette.*'  Pr.  Lat. — quo$  mutuavi  m 
juventute, 

p.  30,  1.  11.  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  there  is  a  remarkable 
addition  at  the  end — Ipso  mortuo^  inter  alios  Imperatores  imago  ejus 
depingitur,  et  ultra  caput  suum  octo  denarii. 

p.  31.  1.  4.  The  text  has  been  restored  on  the  authority  of  tbe 
A.-Lat.  text. 

p.  31,  1.  22.  There  is  an  error  here.  A.-Lat  reads — siaim 
minatur  per  inimicos  Ckiiati.     Compare  the  version  in  Harl.  7333. 

p.  32,  1.  10.  "Shewithe  wele  in  scripture."  In  W.  de  Worde, 
''proued  by  text  of  Ysaye,**  and  so  in  A.-Lat.  habetur  in  Ysaia, 
Printed  Lat.  Edd.  de  quo  Ysaias.     Isaiah  ix.  6. 

p.  33, 1.  11.  The  second  Morality  is  omitted  in  W.  de  Worde, 
and  is  not  found  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. 

p.  33, 1.  17.  "  Turnythe  and  turnith.**  Tliese  words  are  apparently 
superfluous.     A.-Lat  has  sed  adherei  firmetur  summo  Deo, 

p.  33,  I  18.  "  f  es.'*  Here  probably  we  should  read  "  thre,"  aa  in 
the  A.-Lat.  trio. 

This  story  is  referred  to  in  Bromyard's  Summa  Predicant.  ▼.  Veritas 
V.  I.  8,  who  quotes  Valerius  for  his  authority,  meaning  probably 
thereby  not  Valerius  Maximus,  but  a  book  written  by  Walter  Mapes, 
under  the  assumed  name  of  Valerius  (see  Tanner),  entitled  Valerius 
ad  Rufinum,  de  non  ducenda  uxore,  I  have,  however,  consulted  two 
copies  of  this  tract  in  the  British  Museum,  MSS.  Reg.  6,  £.  III.  and 
12  D.  III.  (the  last  of  which  is  accompanied  by  a  commentajy), 
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vUIiout  beiug  able  to  find  the  story.     This  tale  also  occurs  iu  the 
Cento  Novelle  Antiche^  Nov.  vi.  Ed.  Fiorenz,  1572. 

For  similar  wonders  performed  by  Virgil,  and  for  the  popular 
traditions  relative  to  his  character  as  a  magician,  see  the  follow i/ig 
writers:  Le  Grand  Fabliaux,  I.  129,  Ed.  8vo.  1829;  Warton,  Hist, 
Eng.  Pott.  Ed.  Hazlitt,  I.  pp.  254,  327;  Gories,  Die  teutscben 
Volksbucher,  p.  225,  12«.  Heid.  1807 ;  Weber's  Met.  Romances,  III. 
77,  368,  8*.  1810 ;  Dunlop,  Hist,  of  Fiction,  11.  pp.  130—140, 2nd  Efl. 
1816 ;  Schmidt's  Beitrage  zur  Geschiehte  der  Romantischen  Poetie^ 
pp.  119 — 142,  Berlin,  1818;  Thom,  Early  prose  Romances,  Vol.  II. 
1827  ;  Li  Romans  de  Berte  aus  grans  pies,  &c.  par  P.  Paris,  p.  xlvii., 
Paris,  1827 ;  and  Keller's  Ed.  of  Li  Romans  des  Sept  Sages,  Ein.  pp. 
cciii.— ccxiv.  8*.  1836. 

These  traditions,  it  may  be  added,  are  quoted  by  Bromyard, 
Sumrna  Predicant,  vv.  Avaritia  A.  xzvii.  59,  and  Conscientia  C.  vii. 
10,  and  by  the  author  of  the  popular  Sermons  compiled  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI.,  Harl.  MS.  5396,  part  II.,  Sermon  33. 

See  also  Wright's  Seven  Sages,  Introd.  pp.  Iviii.,  Ix. 

Part  of  the  story  occurs  in  the  Liber  Festivalis,  leaf  xxxi.,  Ed. 
W.  de  Worde,  1496,  and  compare  tale  No.  186  in  Appendix. 
ZI.  p.  34.   '"Lenoppus;"  in  Harl.  MSS.  3132  and  5369  *' Leucippus  ;  ** 
the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  give  no  name. 

p.  34, 1.  18.  "  an  G*. ; "  printed  Lat.  Edd.  add  omni  anno, 

p.  34,  1.  19.  "xiiij.  ;"  we  should  certainly  here  read  "xxiiij."  as 
in  A.-Lat.  cap.  17;  Addit.  9066,  and  printed  Lat.  Edd. 

p.  34,  1.  22.  "  iij.  days  or  iiij."  printed  Lat.  Edd. — per  septem  dies. 

p.  35,  1.  4.  **  drawe  cut."  A.-Lat.  intra  nos  sortem  mittamus, 
printed  Lat.  Edd. — ponamus  inter  nos  sortes, 

p.  35,  1.  8.  '^  drowe  cut ;  *'  printed  Lat  Edd.  — sortem  miserunt, 

p.  35,1.  10.  "askid  an  G*;"  printed  Lat.  Edd. — benejicium  legis 
petit, 

p.  36,  1.  9.  Quotation  is  from  Matt.  xix.  29. 
X  p.  37.  "  Polemus."    The  name  varies  considerably  in  the  different 
MSS.      W.  de  Worde,  No.  14,  has  "  Pylomius:"     The  tale  is  not  in 
the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  but  a  Latin  version  is  given  in   Oesterley's 
Appendix,  No.  193,  where  the  name  is  given  as  ''  Herodes." 

p.  37,  last  line.     "  Hungery,"  Lat.  text,  Apullie. 

p.  38,  1.  21.  "y-clothid  aile  in  pnrpre  &  bisse."  Lat.  text,  totaliter 
purpura  et  pallio  erat  indutus.  Cf.  Wiclif,  Luke  xvi,  19  :  "  Surn 
man  was  ....  clothid  in  purpur  and  biys  [ether  whit  silk],"  which 
in  the  A.  0.  is  rendered  ^*  fine  linen,"  and  in  William  of  Nassington 
(Mr  Goseus'  MS.),  leaf  112,  back,  we  read  of — 

"  J>e  r)'che  man 
)?at  in  ryche  purpur  glede  hym  ofte 
And  in  byse  ^at  was  so  solte. 
Of  whas  Jyuyng  godde  waatie  noght  payde.'' 

According  to  Halliwell  the  term  originally  meant  '*  a  delicate  blue 
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colour,  but  was  frequently  applied  to  silk  of  a  fine  texture,**  not 
necessarily  of  a  blue  colour.  But  Liddell  and  Scott,  Lexicon,  render 
the  Greeic  fivoaoc  by  '*a  fine  yellowish  flax,  aiui  the  linen  made  from 
it.**     For  examples  of  the  use  of  the  term,  see  Hal li well,  Sec. 

p.  38, 1.  33.  **  a  water.*'  Lat  text,  locum  lutotum  ac  profwndvm. 
Rex  usque  ad  ventrem  equi  infravit^  miles  vero  in  circuitu  equitavit^  el 
sic  nee  seipswn  nee  equum  maculaviU 

p.  39,  I.  13.  ''  yn  a  f aire  grene  place.**  So  the  Anglo-Latin  ^ 
but  in  W.  de  Worde  '^  doune  in  a  vyne  gardeyne,**  in  accordance 
with  the  text  of  Harl.  5369,  in  quodam  vinario.  The  Latin  teit  has 
simply  m  campo, 

p.  39,  I.  19.  ^*a  more  foole."  The  same  expression  occnrs  in 
W.  de  Worde,  chapt.  ▼.  Compare  "  thi  moste  comforte,  and  thi  motis 
eneniye,**  p.  46,  1.  7. 

p.  39,  I.  20.  ''Preyse  at  ))e  parting.*'  A. -Lat — a  fine  laudahir 
opus.  That  is,  praise  not  too  soon,  or  till  the  entertainment  is  over. 
Steevens  in  his  note  on  Shakspere,  Tempest^  Act  IIL  Sc.  3,  where  we 
read  *^  praise  in  departing,"  points  out  that  this  is  a  prorerbial 
phrase,  and  that  a  lost  play  of  Oosson's  was  called  '*  Praise  at 
Parting."  Hazlitt  (Eng.  Proverbs  and  Prov.  phrases,  p.  318)  gives 
"  Praise  at  parting,  and  behold  well  the  end,"  and  *'  Praise  day  at 
night,  and  life  at  the  end." 

In  the  Poem  of  Rauf  Coiljear  (E.  E.  Text  Soc.  Ed.  Murray,  p.  5, 
1.  86),  when  Charlemagne  is  beginning  to  thank  the  Collier  for  his 
proffered  hospitality,  the  answer  is  ^*  Pryse  at  the  parting,  how  that 
thow  dois." 

p.  41,  1.  7.     Bomans  viii.  18. 

p.  41,  1.  28.  "corn  of  syuewey;"  W.  de  Worde,  "grayne  of 
mustarde."     Matt  xvii.  20. 

XIII.  p.  42,  1.  21.  "  Gerinaldus."     A.-Lat  Gemaldum,     W.  de  Worde, 
"  Gerarde ;  *'  Harl.  MS.  6369,  Geraldum, 

p.  43,  1.  15.  *^  had  a  grete  canse  to  be  sped  ; "  printed  Lat  Edd. 
dehuisset  hereditaiem  suam  injuste  amiUere, 

This  story  is  introduced  by  Occleve  into  his  poem  De  Regimine 
Principum,  but  he  calls  the  Emperor  Julius  Csesar.  It  is  in  fact  tlie 
well-known  story  of  a  Roman  soldier,  who  had  fought  at  Actium,  aod 
Augustus  C»sar. 

XIV.  p.  46,  1.  7.    "  thi  most  comfort,"  &c. ;  printed  Lat  Edd.  read 
joculatorem  optimum  et  inimicum  perfidissimum, 

p.  46,  1.  32.  "  seide  with  a  vois,  as  hit  had  be  an  home."  A.-Lat. 
aha  voce  clamahat, 

p.  47,  1.  28.  In  the  Romance  of  Generydes,  E.  E.  Text  Soc., 
Ed.  W.  A.  Wright,  1.  3367,  in  the  account  of  the  fight  between  tie 
hero  and  the  King  of  Egypt,  the  latter 

"fitrake  Generides 
Vppon  the  side,  and  perisshed  the  hames 
Vnto  the  ekynne." 
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For  oilier  instances  of  the  form  perisshethy  in  the. sense  of  pierceth, 
see  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  E.  E.  Text  Soc,  Ed.  Skeat,  p.  73  ;  P.  Plow- 
roan,  B.  xvii.  189,  and  the  curious  Treatise  on  Gardening,  from  the 
Porkington  MS.  (Percy  Soc,  Ed.  Wright),  p.  68.  The  Catholicon 
Anglicura  gives  "  to  Perche,  vbi  to  Thirle.** 

Compare  P.  Plowman  B.-Text  x.  460. 

**  Souteres  and  shepherdes  suche  lowed  iottes 
Percen  with  a  pater-noiter  l>e  paleys  of  heuene." 

The  latter  portion  of  this  story  agrees  with  part  of  cap.  124  of  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  and  cap  0.  of  the  Cento  Novelle  Antiche,  Ed.  1572. 
For  references  to  some  later  imitations,  see  the  notes  of  Grimm  to 
the  HauS'Marchm,  III..  176,  Ed.  1819. 

Neckam,  in  his  work  Be  Naturis  Berum  (end  of  13th  Gent.), 
reprinted  in  the  Rolls  Series,  Ed.  Wright,  p.  254,  gives  the  following 
version  of  the  story  : — 

Cap.  CLVII. 

Indicium  est  etiam  amoris  fidelis  et  argumentum  multse  sustinentiss, 
quod  canis  a  domino  suo  Isesus,  virgis  cassus,  aut  etiam  baculatus, 
immo  etiam  et  fustigatus,  redit  ad  dominum  suum,  ab  ipso  vocatus, 
nunc  sinulis  petenti  veniam,  nunc  blandiens  tam  vultus  hilaritate 
quam  blandimento  caudsB.  Undo  quidam  sapiens  jussus  a  domino 
suo  secum  adducere  histrionem  quem  prsB  caeteris  histrionibus  suis 
approbandum  censeret,  et  servum  majoris  sustinentin,  et  hostem  sibi 
prs  cunctis  hostibus  infestum,  et  amicum  fidelissimum,  adduxit 
filium  proprium  puerulum  et  asinum  et  uxorem  et  canem.  Requisitus 
autem  vir  maturi  pectoris  ubi  esset  histrio  quem  adducere  debuit, 
puerulum  in  medio  statuit,  dicens,  **  Nullius  histrionis  sales,  gesti- 
culationes,  scornata,  lidoriaB,  adeo  placent  mihi  ut  istius  infantiili. 
Cum  affectat,^  Isetitiaa  afficior ;  cum  tympanizat,  tripudiare  mihi 
videtur  animus  meus.  Cujus  risus,  cujus  senecise,^  adeo  me  delectar- 
ent,  ut  istius?"  Servum  ostensurus  asinum  adducit,  qui  inter 
servientes  minus  gratis  consequitur,  et  plus  honoris  sustinet. 
Hostem  jussus  ostendere,  uxorem  propriam  producit  in  medium. 
'*  Cernite,"  inquit,  **  hostem  inexorabilem."  Quod  intelligens  uxor, 
in  mod  urn  ferri  igne  accensi  excanduit,  et  similis  debacchantibus 
inter  orgia^  Bacclii,  in  verba  contumeliosa  prorupit,  vocans  maritum 
proditorem  domini  sui  ibidem  presentis  :  addidit  etiam  se  interfuisse 
quando  maritus  potionem  toxicatam  multa  diligentia  paravit,  ut 
domino  suo  lethum  propinaret.  "  Audite,'*  inquit  Sapiens,  ^  o  viri 
diserti,  nonne  haec  est  hostis  mea,  qun  me  proditionis  arguere  parata 
est?'*     Amicum  vero  fidelem  jussus  adducere  canem  ad  se  vocavit, 

'  Affectare.  est  affectus  animi  vultus  mutatione  declarare.  Tympanizare 
est  pectus  manibus  ludendo  ferire. 

'  Seueciad  sunt  infantilia  verba,  sententias  tam  maturas  habentia,  ut 
senum  dicta  esse  videantur. 

'  Festa,  scilicet 
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dans  ei  ictum.  Ingeinuit  canis  retrocedens,  sed  dulcibas  et  blandis 
verbis  ipsum  compellante  domino,  exultans  reversas  est,  salta 
frequenti  Isetitise  interior!  attestans.  Laudator  vir  ab  omnibas,  et 
qui  citatas  fuerat  ut  condemnaretur  interceptus,  recessit  muneribos 
ditatus. 
XV.  p.  48, 1.  4  from  bottom.  **  was  f eble  and  olde."  So  Spenser  in  bis 
version  of  the  story — 

*'  Tho  when  feeble  age 
Nigh  to  his  utmost  date  he  saw  proceed. 
He  cald  his  daughters,  and  with  speeches  sage 
InquyrM,  which  of  them  most  did  love  her  parentage." 

Faery  Qaeene,  II.  10,  27. 

p.  49,  1.  23.  '*  Hanemos.**  Holinslied  says  the  second  daughter 
was  married  to  *^  Henninus,  King  of  Cambria."  Hist.  Eng.  II.  5. 
Hardyng  in  his  Chronicle,  cap.  26,  gives  the  name  as  '*  Eviu." 

p.  49,  1.  28.    *^  Agape,  kynge  of  Frauuce,**  &c     More  correctly  in 

Spenser,  F.  Q.  II.  10.  29. 

**  Without  dowre,  the  wise  Cordelia, 
Was  sent  to  Aganip  of  Celtica." 

Holinshed  says :  "  One  of  the  princes  of  Gallia  (which  is  now 
called  France),  whose  name  was  Aganippus^  hearing  of  the  beautie, 
womanhood,  and  good  condition  of  the  said  Cordeilla,  desired  to 
have  hir  in  marriage,'^  Ac.  ^*  This  Aganippns  was  one  of  the  twdre 
kings  that  ruled  Gallia  in  those  dales." 

p.  50,  1.  1.  This  introduction  of  the  King  of  Egypt  into  the  story 
is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  episodes  in  the  whole  collection, 

p.  50, 1.  3  from  bottom.  **  his  state  apayred.^'     So  Spenser — 

**  Her  bounUe  she  abated,  and  his  oheare  empayrd,^* 

Faery  Queene,  XL  10,  30. 

p.  50,  1.  9.  *'&  )>at  will  not  be  do,"  &c.  In  the  Lat  these  words 
form  part  of  the  daughter's  speech — Ait  ilia,  Istud  non  poUstJUri 
tine  mckgnis  expensis. 

p.  51,  1.  2.  "  Yhevid,''  i.  e.  grieved  ;  but  we  should  probably  read 
"  decevide ; "  A.-Lat. — decepius  sum. 

This  story  (omitting  the  Morality)  has  already  been  printed  from 
MS.  Harl.  7333,  by  Douce,  in  his  Illustrations  of  Shakspere,  II.  172. 
It  is  the  well-known  tale  of  King  Lear,  which  originally  appeared  in 
Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  lib.  II.  cap.  2,  Ed.  Heid.  1587  ;  and  thence 
was  transferred  into  numerous  translations  and  chronicles.  It  is 
inserted  by  Herolt  "  ex  historiis  Briton um  ^  in  the  Promptuamm 
Exemplorumy  lit  M.  ex.  xxxix.  together  with  a  morality.  See 
Robert  of  Gloucester,  Ed.  Hearne,  pp.  29 — 37 ;  Fabyan,  Ed.  ElUa, 
1811,  pp.  14—16;  Layamon's  Brut  Ed.  Madden,  I.  123— 16><. 
Spenser  Famj  Queene,  Bk.  II.  Canto  10,  27—32;  Hollinshcd's 
Chronicle,  II.  5 ;  and  Harding^s  Chronicle,  cap.  26,  &c. 

The  fiction  at  luKt  assumed  the  shape  of  a  balUd,  as  may  be  seen 
in  Percy's  Jteliqucs  (I.  230,   Ed.  1775).     The  A.-Lat.  text  and  the 
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translation  differ  considerably  from  the  narrative  of  Geffrey,  but  in 
MS.  Addit.  9066,  the  story  is  told  nearly  in  the  terms  of  the  latter, 
which  sufficiently  proves  that  the  two  Eng.  MSS.  were  not  taken 
from  the  same  text.  This  tale  is  not  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  but 
the  Latin  version  is  given  in  Oesterley's  Appendix,  No.  273. 

XVI.  p.  53.  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  this  tale  begins  as  follows : — 
JSrat  quidam  rer,  qui  pauperem  quemdam  ad  magnas  divicias  promovit 
eique  unum  castrum  ad  caslodiendum  commisit :  ille  sio  guhlimaiug, 
8uperbus /actus  estvaUe,  cum  inimicis  regU  consilium  habuit,  et  ipsorum 
prodiior  factuscastrum  ipsis  aperuit, 

p.  54,  1.  11.  **a  scochon)."  Read  "a  [siluer]  scochon),"  with 
A.- Lat.  cap.  22,  and  Addit  MS.  9066. 

p.  56,  1.  7.  "  the  thrid  knyght  seyng  this  ;  '*  Lat. — Hec  videns 
iercius  miles  forestam  mtravit  et  incepit  dulcia  verba  proferre  et  ornate 
loqui  intantum^  quod  ilium  libenter  audiebant  et  transire  permit teb%ni ; 
verumtamen  tanlum  cum  eis  fecity  quod  introitum  habuit  in  castrum^  et 
sic  inter  eos  conversabatur^  quod  omnes  existentes  in  castro  sunt  cum  eo 
confederal,  et  sic  castrum  pro  rege  acquisivit  et  suum  vexillum  in 
summitate  ordinavit. 

p.  57,  1.  9.  "and  wft^j'nne  [stynkene]."  This  reading  is  con- 
firmed by  the  Addit.  MS.  9066,  and  A.-Lat.  text  which  reads  interius 
fetent. 

p.  57, 1.  16.  This  passage  is  quoted  from  Baruch  iii.  16,  17,  19. 
See  the  same  idea  well  expressed  in  the  old  Eng.  poem  of  the 
^  Disputation  between  the  Body  and  the  Soul,'*  printed  in  Matzner's 
A  Iten-Sprachproben, 

p.  58,  1.  4.   "  Omne  quod,*^  &c.    See  note  on  chap.  V.II.,p.  18, 1.  25. 

p.  58, 1.  18.  This  quotation,  which  is  retained  from  the  A.-Lat, 
text,  is  really  from  Baruch  iii.  16-19. 

p.  58,  1.  33.  A  line  seems  to  be  here  omitted,  as  will  be  seen  on 
comparison  with  Harl.  MS.  7333,  with  which  the  A.-Lat.  text 
agrees. 

P.  .58,  I.  36.     "  Ysaye."     Read  "  Banich,"  as  above,  1. 18. 

p.  59, 1.  13.  "  lac  v  ; "  read  Isaiah  lix.  14. 

p.  59,  1.  24.  "  [rather]  than."  Perhaps  we  should  better  read  "  for 
ofle  thei  [hadde  leuer]  forswere  hem  than,'*  &c,  Lat. — malunt  enim 
peijurari  quam  sex,  &c. 

p.  69, 1.  27.  "  to  begynneh) "  ;  read  "  to  be  gyuene  '* :  A.-Lat. — 
injudiciis  exequendis, 

XVII.  p.  60,  1.  8.     "Caclides."     In  Harl.  5259,  Aclides ;  printed  Lat. 
£dd.  do  not  give  any  name. 

p.  60,  1.  6.  "  oon  was  old!  and  fat  bfir  was  yong,"  Pr,  Lat  add  : 

senex  erat  dives juvenis  miles   erat  pauper   et  quandam 

vetulam  locupletem  propter  divicias  accepit, 

p.  60, 1.  13.  "  And  in  dede  he  spak  to  this  yong  woman."  Lat — 
Et  ab  illo  die  incepit  cam  diligere  et  clenodia  (jewels)  dare. 

p.  61,  1.  12.  "  when  the  yong  knyght  herdf  telle."     Lat. — Statim 
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nunciam  tul  miliiem  juvenem  ea  misit,  nunciando  ei  crudeliiatem  mariti 
eo,  quod  philomenam  interfecisset, 

p.  61,  1.  16.  "  he  armyd  hini."  Pr,  Lat. — armavit  se  dupKci 
armatura,  referred  to  in  the  Moral ite  as  follows : — Moyset  vero 
armavit  se  duplici  armatura  et  leonem  occidit,  scil.  armavit  se  cert- 
moniis  et  circumcisioney  et  non  iantum  peccata  ^us^  sed  omnium  fideUum 
a  primo  parente  usque  ad  cuLventum  Christi  ipsum  oecideruniy  sicui  ut 
acriptum :  Ipse  peccata  nostra  m  corpore  sua  tulit. 

p.  63,  1.  1.  "  [Wed  his]  wyf«"  ;  text  corrected  from  A.-Lat.,  which 
reads — uxorem  ejus  disponsare. 

This  story  is  found  among  the  poems  of  Marie  de  France,  a  poetess 
of  the  13tli(?)  cent,  under  the  title  of  *'  Lai  dn  Laostic,**  torn,  i., 
p.  314,  ed.  of  1820.  M.  Roquefort  and  the  Abb^  de  la  Rue  refer  to 
an  English  version  of  this  lay  in  MS.  Cott.  Calig.  A.  II.,  but  they 
were  misled  by  the  title,  since  the  latter  is  a  translation  of  a  Latin 
religious  poem  printed  among  the  works  of  Bouaventura,  torn,  vi., 
p.  2,  ed.  of  1609,  and  ascribed  also  to  Hoveden.  See  Tanner,  BihL 
BiHt.,  and  Warton,  Eist.  Eng.  Poet.,  ed.  Hazlitt,  L  93.  The 
same  tale,  with  the  usual  variations,  is  in  Boccaccio,  Decam.  V.  4, 
and  Dunlop  states  he  was  aware  of  no  modem  imitation  except 
Le  Rossignoly  inserted  among  the  Contes  of  La  Fontaine,  HisL  of 
Fiction^  II.  29. 

In  the  curious  old  Eng.  poem  of  the  Hule  and  Ni^tingale,  written 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  this  story  is  also  told,  and  an  historical 
character  given  to  it,  by  the  scene  being  laid  in  England,  and  the 
knight  who  kills  the  nightingale  is  said  to  have  been  amerced  by 
'*  King  Henri  *'  in  the  sum  of  £100  for  his  cruelty.  MS.  Gott.  Calig. 
A.  IX.,  leaf  237,  back.  (Edited  by  Dr  Stratmaun,  1868.) 
XVIII.  p.  63.  This  tale  is  not  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  but  a  Latin 
version  is  given  by  Oesterley,  appendix,  No.  274. 

p.  63,  1.  27.  "  [None]  to  crye  "  ;  text  restored  in  accordance  with 
the  reading  of  the  A.-Lat.  MS.,  cap.  24,  non  est  inventus  unus, 

p.  64,  1.  8.  "meyne.**     Lat. — sequacihus. 

Johns,  in  his  Flowers  of  the  Field,  says — **  Atropa  belladonna, 
(Deadly  Nightshade,  Dwale)  ....  Buchanan  relates  that  the  Scots 
mixed  the  juice  of  Belladonna  with  the  bread  and  drink  with  which 
by  their  truce  they  were  supposed  to  supply  the  Danes,  which  so 
intoxicated  them,  that  the  Scots  killed  the  greater  part  of  Sweno's 
army  while  asleep."  Compare  tale  No.  88  of  the  printed  Lat 
editions. 

p.  65,1.   11.    "Temicins**;    A.-Lat.,  cap.  25,  "  Lenicius.**    This 
tale  i&not  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. 

p.  66,  1.  12.  "  to  mow  here."  We  should  certainly  here  read  "  to 
nowmbere,"  in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat.  text,  which  reads,  tibi 
dinumerare. 

This  story  is  quoted  by  Grirnm  from  the  Vienna  MS.  Cod.  Univ. 
172,  fol.  249,  in  his  Ilaus-Mdrchen,  iii.,  376.     The  Bavarian  tale  of 
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Das  ffirtenbiiblein  is  composed  in  a  similar  manner,  ib.  ii.,  275,  and 
Grimm  in  his  notes,  iii.,  245,  points  out  similar  narratives  in  the 
old  German  poem  of  Der  P/aff  Amis  ;  in  Eulen^iegel^  cap.  21,  and 
elsewhere.  In  the  "  Demaundes  loyous,"  printed  by  W.  de  Worde 
in  1511,  and  reprinted  in  1829,  one  of  the  questions  may  be  found, 
and  to  the  same  class  of  stories  must  be  referred  the  ancient  ballad 
of  King  John  and  the  Abbot  of  Canterbury ;  on  which  consult  Percy 
Folio  Manuscript^  ed.  Fumivall  and  Hales,  I.  508. 

p.  67,  1.  1  from  bottom.  "  we  shul  passe : "  probably  here  we 
should  read,  ^  he  shal  passe." 

p.  68,  I.  11.  ^  for  so  a  lepre  is  made.**  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — quia 
dicei  Ypocras :  Homo  timens  lepram  extimore  eam  incurrii, 

p.  68,  1.  14.  "  by  the  space  of  iij  myle ; "  A.-Lat,  and  printed 
Lat  Edd. — ad  unam  leucam, 

p.  68,  ].  23.  '*  Quia  nemo^  &o.  Compare  Dionysius  Cato, 
JXstichorum  liber,  I.  5. 

"  Si  aitam  inspicias  hominum  si  denique  mores. 
Cum  culpant  alios,  nenw  sine  orimine  vivit,'^ 

Compare  p.  74,  I.  31. 

p.  69,  1.  4.  The  text  has  been  restored  from  the  A.-Lat.,  which 
reads, /«ci<  impleri  piscinam. 

p.  70, 1.  6.  "  By  Sechem ;  '*  the  passage  has  been  restored  from 
the  A.-Lat. — a  sicken  rapta  est, 

Mr.  Hooper  in  his  edition  of  Swan*8  translation  of  the  printed  Lat. 
Gesta  (Bohn's  Library,  p.  237)  refers  to  a  similar  tale  in  the 
Hitopad^sa,  entitled,  '*  The  Brahman  and  the  Goat,"  in  which  three 
knaves  obtain  a  goat  from  a  Brahmin  who  was  carrying  it  on  his 
shoulder,  by  successively  asking  him  why  he  carried  a  dog  (the  dog 
being  an  unclean  animal).  See  the  Book  of  Good  Counsels^  by  Edwin 
Arnold,  p.  130. 

[.p.  70,  1.  23.  "  Antonius."     In  Harl.  5259—"  Bommius  alter,"* 

p.  70, 1.  27.  ''  among  aufyns  and  pownys  "  ;  these  words  are  not 
in  the  A.-Lat.  text 

p.  71,  1.  8.  "The  first  mann  that  goth  afore";  MS.  Harl.  2270, 
cap.  27,  reads.  Primus  est  pedinus,  qui  cum,  &c.,  ex  aUa  parte  capit 
afium.  Sic  pauper,  &c.,  exactly  as  in  the  Eng.  version,  but  some 
words  are  supplied  after  alium  in  Harl.  5259,  evidently  wanting  to 
complete  the  argument — et  cum  venerit  ad  mensam  (the  board  or 
extreme  line  of  squares)  ^</or^t«. 

p.  71,  1.  25.  "  And  is  y-take  fro  the  kyng" ;  A.-Lat.— ««  quando 
recedit  a  rege  capiiur, 

p.  71, 1.  29.  "so  sone  discendithe,"  &c.  There  is  evidently  some 
corruption  here,  and  no  other  copy  of  the  Eng.  version  to  compare  it 
with.  In  Harl.  2270,  the  passage  reads — sic  illi  descendunt  in 
mundum,  et  ascendunt  ad  Deum^  &c.,  sed  quando  non  curant  de  Deo, 
nee  familiam  habent,fit  sibi  chekmate.  In  Harl.  5259 — sic  illi  qui 
descendunt  in  mundum  et  kabent  familiam^  et  ascendit  ad  Dcum  iter 
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oraHonem,  sed  quando  non  curant  de  Deo,  nee  familiam  haherU,  fit  sibi 
checmate,^*  wliich,  if  we  correct  cucendit  into  ascendunl^  will  probably 
give  the  true  reading. 

The  Latin  version  printed  by  Oesterley  in  hia  Appendix,  No.  275, 
pp.  B75-6,  reads — Sed  illi  descendunt  in  mundum  et  ascendunt,  &c. 
Sed  quatido  non  curat  de  deo  nee  familiam  habet  fit  sicut  ehekmat, 
which  agrees  with  the  Eng.  version. 

For  a  copious  illustration  of  the  names  of  the  chessmen,  and  of  the 
powers  of  each  piece  in  the  13th  and  14th  cent,  consult  Sir 
F.  Madden's  paper  in  the  Archaologia,  xxiv.,  p.  203,  entitled, 
*'  Historical  remarks  on  the  introduction  into  Europe  of  the  game  of 
Chess.*'  Compare  with  the  Gesta  story  the  following  Moralitas  de 
Scaecario,  from  Harl.  MS.  2263,  leaf  135b,  and  Bodl  MS.  52,  leaf 
59b,  ascribed  to  Pope  Innocent  III.,  who  died  in  1316,  which 
probably  formed  the  groundwork  of  the  story. 

Earl.  MS,  2253,  If,  135,  hack. 

^  Mundusiste  tottM  quoddam  scaccarium  est/cuiMvnnspiinctne/ 
albti«  est  /  alius  vero  niger,  propter  duplicem  statum  vite  &  mortis  / 
gratie  et  cuipe  /  Familia  autem  huitM  scaccarii  sunt  homines  hai«» 
inundi  /  qui  de  vno  sacculo  materno  extrahuntur  /  &  collocautur  in 
diue/'sis  locis  haitM  mundi  &  singule  ha6ent  diuersa  nomina  /  PrtmiM 
enim  rex  est  /  alter  regina  /  terciu^   rocu«,  quarttM  miles  /  qtimttu 
alphintix  /  sexttM  pedinu«  /  IstitM  autem   ioci  condicio  talis  est  vt 
VUU9  alterum   capiat  /  &  omni  ludum   compleuerint  i  sicut  de  vno 
sacculo  exierunt  /  ita  iterum  reponnntur  /  nee  est  diflferencia  inter 
regom  8l  peditem  pauperem  quia  simul  in  vnum  dines  &  pauper,  & 
sepe  contigit  qi«od  quando  familia  scaccarii  reponitur  in  sacculunt  rex 
iuferiutf  collocatur  &  reponitur  /  sic  fere  quiqu6  maiores  in  transitu 
huiu«    seculi    inferiu^   collocantur,  scilicet   in   inferno   sepeliuntur, 
pauperes   in   sinum  habraho  deportantur  /  In  isto  autem  ludo  rex 
vadit  vbiqutf  &  capit  vndi^u6  directe,in  signum  quod  rex  omnia  iuste 
corrigat  &  in  nullo,  oniissa  iusticia,  obliquari  debet  /  set  quicquid 
agit  rex  iusticia  reputatur  /  quia  quicqutd  principi  placet  legis  ba^ 
vigorera  /     Regina  que  dicitur  ferte  vadit  oblique  &  capit  vndiqu« 
iiidirecte  /  quia  cum  auarissimum  sit  genu<  mulierum  /  nicbil  capit 
tiisi   mere  detur  ex  gra^'a  /  nisi    rapina  &  iniusticia.    Bocus  est 
justiciariu0  perambulans  totam  terram  directe  cum  luna  in  signum 
quod  omnia  iuste    corrigat  Sc  in  nullo,  omissa  iusticia,  mun^ibu4 
corupttM  o[b]liquari  debet  /  Set  modo  est  quod  peruertit  iudiciam  vt 
Bcribitur  peruer-tisti  indicium  in  amaritudinem  &  fructum  iusticie  in 
absinthium.     Miles  tres  punctos  p^rtransit  /  duos  dir«<;to8  /  in  signum 
quod    milites  <&  terreni   do/uini  possunt   iuste  cap«re  redditux  sibi 
debitos  &  iustas  emendas  secundum  exigenciam  delicti  /  set  terciuni 
punctum  obliquant  cum  tallagia  &,  exactiones  iniustas  extorqaent  a 
subditis  /    Alphini  vero   sunt  e^iscopx  non  vt  moyses  ex  colloquia 
diuino  /  set  pociu«  regio  iinperio  prece  vel  pr«cio  sublimati  &  sic 
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promoti  Isti  alphmi  oblique  currunt  &  ires  puuctos  currendo  per- 
transeunt  indirecte  quia  fere  omnes  prelati  /  odio,  amore,  mnuere,  sea 
fauore  pn'uertuntur  ne  delinquentes  corrigaDt  &  contra  vicia  latrant, 
set  potitM  annuo  censu  peccata  ad  firinam  tradant  /  Sic  diaboluni 
dicant  vude  qui  debuerunt  esse  viciorum  extirpatores  /  iam  per 
cnpiditatein  facti  sunt  vicioruTM  proinotores  /  &  diaboli  procuratores  / 
Pediui  paup«rcu1i  sunt  qui  incedendo  duos  punctos  pertranseunt 
dir^<;tos  /  quia  dnm  paup«r  nianet  in  sua  siniplicitate  &  paupertate 
semper  directe  viuit  /  set  cum  capere  vult  /  obliquat,  quia  cum  cupit 
aliquid  teinporale  vel  honorcs  consequi  /  semper  capiendo  cum  falHis 
inramentis  ve\  adulationibiM  seu  mendaciis  /  obliquat  /  donee  ad 
Buminum  g}*adum  scaccarij  perueniat  /  et  tunc  de  ponu  /  sit  fierce  / 
&  tunc  iucontinenti  capit  cum  maxiino  dominio  /  &  tres  punctos 
pertransit  /  quia,  vt  dkiiur  in  Alexandre  /  Asperiu^  nicliil  est  liumili 
cum  surget  in  altum  /  In  isto  autem  ludo  diabolus  dicit  /  eschek^  / 
insuUando  ve\  perniciendo  aliquem  peccati  iaculo  /  qui  percussus  nisi 
ctcins  dicat  /  lyueret^  /  ad  penitenciam  &  cordis  compunctionem 
transeundo  /  diabolus  dicit  ei  /  cyat^  /  animam  secum  ad  tartara 
deducendo  /  vbi  non  liberabitur  /  nee  prece  nee  precio  /  quia  in 
inferno  nulla  est  redempcio.  [Continued  in  Budl.  MS.  52]  et  sicut 
Tenator  diuersos  habet  canes  ad  capiendum  diuersas  bestias.  Sic 
diabolus  et  mundus  liabeiit  diuersa  peccata  quibus  diuersos  homines 
illaqueant,  quia  onine  quod  est  in  mundo  aut  est  concupiscentia 
caruis,  aut  concupiscentia  oculorum  aut  superbia  vite. 

Explicit  tractatus  de  scaccario. 

See  also  Neckam,  De  Naturis  Rerum^  Ed.  Wright,  p.  324. 
.  p.  72, 1.  8.  [**  gretly  desired."    Lat.  texts — ioto  conamine  desidera- 
bat  habere.^ 

p.  72, 1.  20.  p'Pirius  turnede  to  ])e  walle  and  deide.*'  One  of  the 
many  phrases  which  are  found  in  the  Gesta  indicating  an  Eastern 
origin.     It  occurs  again  p   250,  1.  18.     Compare  p.  73,  1.  33.] 

p.  73,  1.  3.  "  We  beth  witnesse  in  this  cas."  In  MS.  Harl.  5259, 
cap.  28,  occur  after  these  words  the  following  English  names,  which 
Mr  Douce  in  a  MS.  note  in  one  of  his  copies  of  the  Gesta,  No.  310, 
Bodl.  Libr.,  says  he  found  in  one  other  MS. — et  nomina  testium^  Thoma9 
Tynker^  lamys  IhguUr,  et  Colle  Caryer ;  tree  hominea  falsissimi, 

p.  73^  1.  21.  [Swan  in  his  translation  of  the  printed  Lat.  Gesta  has 
a  curious  note  on  this  passage,  as  follows  : — "  Whether  this  was  the 
usual  way  of  administering  an  oath,  or  whether  it  is  only  of  the 
Dumber  of  those  whiinnical  and  arbitrary  circumstances  which  con- 
tinually occur  in  these  volumes,  I  am  unable  to  say."  Clearly,  the 
purpose  was  to  cause  the  man  to  appear  to  be  making  some  continued 
statement  to  the  Emperor,  so  that  his  confederates  might  easily  believe 
that  the  full  particulars  of  the  forgery  were  being  disclosed.  So  long 
therefore  as  he  said  something,  it  mattered  little  what  that  some- 
thing was.] 

*  cheke  in  Bodl.  MS.        *  dliueret  in  Bodl.  Ma        '  Mayte  in  Bodl.  MS. 
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p.  73,  1.  30.     [^  8ey  me  soth as  )>i  felaw  dede."     Print : 

Lat. — ante  te  Modus  tuu$  erat  hiCj  qui  micJd  dixit,  ita  verum  sicut  pater 
no8ter,     A  fine  specimen  of  eqai vocation.] 

p.  73,  ].  33.  [<<  I  am  but  ded,*"  LAt—JiUus  mortis  ero.  The  same 
Eastern  expression  is  used  in  the  first  tale  (page  2,  1.  8),  and  else- 
where.] 

p.  74, 1.  23.  ["  by  toes  two  knyghtes  beth  vndirstond,**  &c.  In  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd. — per  istos  duos  miUtes  intelliguntur  diaholus  et  primus 
parens ;  fiUus  ^us  erat  totum  genus  humanum  ah  eo  propagatum : 
hereditas  paradisus,  quam  deus  sibi  dedit,  &c  The  Moralite  in  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  is  much  more  full  than  in  the  English  Version.] 

A  portion  of  this  story  is  quoted  by  Bromyard^  Summa  Predicant, 
r.  Testimonial  T.  ij.  4. 
ZXni.  p.  77,  1.  26.  ['<  harlotte."     Lat  Edd.— pessime  ribalde.] 

p.  78, 1.  1.  <'  what  he  knokkede  ;*'  read  ''  for  what  he  knokkede;" 
A. -Lat.  cap.  29,  causam  pulsadonis  querebaL 

p.  78, 1.  9.  ["  avowe  thi  pele ; "  A. -Lat.  -de  tali  facinore  et  pre- 
sumpcione  respondebis,  with  which  agrees  the  Addit  MSi  Sir 
F.  Madden  thought  there  was  some  corruption  in  the  text  in  this 
passage,  not  having,  as  he  says,  met  with  the  word  pele  elsewhere 
But  the  explanation  seems  clear:  pele  is  merely  another  form  of 
appele^  which  occurs  in  P.  Plowman,  B.  XVII.  3(^,  and  ^  avowe  thi 
pele,"  means  ^  make  thy  appeal,"  or  "  plead  thy  own  cause."  See 
Glossary.] 

p.  79,  1.  7.  [*'  anoh)  a  grehound."  In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  tliis 
incident  occurs  after  lovinian  has  been  introduced  to  the  presence  of 
the  Empress,  and  while  he  is  still  in  the  Hall.  The  Lat  contioaes : 
— Item  quendam  falconem  habebat  in  pertica,  qui  cum  eum  vidisset 
ligaturam  f regit  et  extra  aulam  culvolatfit.^ 

p.  80,  1.  2  from  bottom  :  "  unsavery ;  ^  A. -Lat  insipida.  [The 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  read — 0  domine,  leviter  retpondemus.] 

p.  84,  1.  13.  '*  proudely ;  **  A.-Lat.  nimis  supertivit;  [printed  Lat 
Edd.  give  the  passage  thus — aliquo  tempore  contra  deum  se  ereziL] 

p.  85, 1.  11.  "  and  takith  ;"  better  "and  [he]  takith." 

This  story  must  have  been  popular  in  the  14th  Cent  since  Chancer 
mentions  Joviuian  as  an  example  of  pride,  Sompnoure*8  Tale,  7511. 
The  tale  in  the  A.-Lat.  Gesta,  which  agrees  more  closely  than  usual  with 
the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  59,  is  clearly  the  original  of  the  metrical 
English  romance  of  King  Robert  of  Sicily,  analysed  by  Warton,  Ed. 
Hazlitt,  II.  174,  and  Ellis,  III.  148,  Ed.  1811,  on  which  was  fonned 
the  miracle-play  of  ^*  Kynge  Robart  of  Cicyle,**  acted  at  Chester  in 
1529.  Collier's  HisL  Dram,  Poet.  I.  113,  ed.  1831.  To  the  same  class 
of  fictions  belong  the  tale  of  "  Syr  Gowghter/*  in  Utterson's  Popular 
Poetry,  I.  161,  Ed.  1817,  and  the  French  prose  romance  of  Bobert  U 
Viable,  1496,  translated  and  printed  by  W.  de  Worde  (Dibdin,  Ames, 
II.  356),  of  which  a  metrical  legend  from  a  copy  temp.  Elizabeth  was 
published  in  1798  by  Herbert     Verdier  (in  V.)  recites  a  Moralite  on 


NOTES.  4$3 

Joyinian,  with  19  characters,  printed  at  Lyons,  from  an  ancient  copy  in 
1581, 8vo.  with  the  title' L'Orgueil  etpresompiion  de  VEmpereur  Jovinian, 
XXIY.  p.  88,  1.  24.  ^*  on  in  his  oon  arme,  and  that  other  in  his  nek ;  ** 
A.-Lat.  cap.  30,  reads  unum  super  dorsum,  alium  in  hrachiia  accepit, 

p.  89,  1.  31.  [Another  instance  of  (ht  in  the  sense  of  inn,  is  in 
Lonelich's  Hist,  of  the  Holy  Grail,  E.  E.  T.  S.,  Ed.  Famivall,  xxxv. 
26,  where  we  read  : 

''  And  happed  they  Comen  to  an  old  vauasour 
That  kepte  an  Ott^  &  was  A  man  of  honour/' 

See  also  hereafter,  p.  257,  1.  2.] 

p.  92,  I.  2.  **  in  fulfilling  of  vows,  and  hehotith,  &c.  that  other  is 
vncharged ; "  there  is  some  error  here  and  omission,  as  is  evident 
from  the  A.-Lat  text  In  Hart.  2270  the  passage  reads  thus — 
propter  votum  quod  fecerat,  et  essent  nisi  due  naves,  et  una  eorum  (sic) 
esset  onerata  et  alia  non,  oportet  quod  transiret  per  navem  mm  oneratam. 
In  Harl.  5259 — et  essent  enim  due  naves,  ita  quod  per  unum  (sic)  posset 
iransire,  et  iterum  revenire,  et  per  alium  non,  tunc  bonum  est  capers  illam 
per  quam  possit  bene  iterato  venire, 

p.  93,  1.  1.  ["  myte  of  )>e  Fadir,  fee."     So  Hampole  : 

*'  pe  myght  of  \>e  Fader  almyghty, 
^e  witte  of  ^e  Son  alwytty, 
And  )7e  gudenes  of  ^e  Haligast." 

Prioke  of  Conscience,  1. 1. 

See  also  chapt.  xliii.  p.  172.] 

Several  of  the  incidents  in  this  story,  particularly  the  loss  of  the 
children,  agree  with  the  Eng.  romance  of  "Syr  Isumbras."  See 
Utterson,  I.  77,  and  Ellis,  III.  158.  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap. 
110,  the  narrative  is  told  very  differently,  and  forms  the  well-known 
legend  of  St  Eustace,  named  Placidas,  which  occurs  in  the  Golden 
Legend,  cccxxiiib,  and  among  the  English  Metrical  Lives  of  the 
Saints  of  the  13th  century,  MSS.  Bod.  779,  If.  164b,  Cott  Calig.,  A.  II. 
If.  135b.  See  Warton,  I.  273.  In  Donee's  abstract  of  the  tale, 
Jliustrations  of  Shakspere,  II.  373,  from  a  MS.  in  his  own  library,  the 
knight  is  named  Decius,  but  in  MSS.  Harl.  2270,  and  5259,  the  name 
is  omitted,  as  in  the  English  translation,  [while  in  the  printed  Lat. 
Edd.  it  is  Placidus.  The  legend  was  versified  by  John  Partridge  in 
1566,  and  his  version  was  edited  for  the  Rozburghe  Club  by  Mr  H. 
H.  Gibbs  in  1873. 

In  the  Stacions  of  Rome  (from  the  Vernon  MS.)  E.  £.  Text  See. 
Ed.  Fumivall,  p.  21,  1.  655,  we  read  : 

''At  seint  Eustas  lih)^  a  good  kniht; 
Placidas  sum  tyme  he  heibt. 
He  and  his  wif,  and  his  twei  sones  I-fere 
Liggen  buried  vuder  ]^e  hei^e  Autere. 
Vche  day  two  l^ousend  jer. 
Pope  Siluestre  grauntedf  )'er."] 

\  p.  93,  1.  21.    ''the  thirde  was  named  [Lemicius.     The  firste] 


464  NOTES. 

knj'ght,**  &c.  The  text  has  been  restored  from  the  A  .-Lat  which 
reads  —  teriitu  miles  Lemiciui,  qtd  imperatorem  semjper  segwhatur, 
Primui  miles,  &c. 

p.  95,  1.  5.  **  telle  him  of  this  dede/*  &c,  A. -Lat.  si  eidieamtle 
inierfectione  unius,  et  per  ilium  unum  duos  alios  de  domo  deUberabo. 

p.  95,  1.  21.   ["  beknowe ; "  see  Glossary.] 

p.  96,  1.  13.  "  When  this  knyght,"  Ac.  The  MS.  may  be  corrected 
here  by  the  A.-Lat.  text,  miles  vera  cum  ignem  vidisset,  ei  gelu  erai, 
ideo  ipsefrigidus  de  equs  descendit,  et  juxta  ignem  se  calefaciebat. 

p.  96,  1.  18.  ''that  othere  tyme  caste  \>e  on)  |>e  water  in  a  sakke;" 
more  correctly,  as  in  the  A.-Lat.  secundo  lapidem  area  coUum  tuumposui. 

p.  96,  1.  28.  "  Nay,  fou  shalt  lye  ; "  A.-Lat.  tionftet  ita. 

The  earliest  form  in  which  this  story  appeared  is  probably  tlie  tale 
of  the  little  hunch-backed  tailor  in  the  Arabian  Nights.     It  occars 
also  in  the  old  Lat.  printed  version  of  the  Seven  Wise  Masters  [see 
Mr.  Wright*s  Introd.  to  his  edition  of  the  Seven  SageSy  Percy  Soc.  pp. 
Ixii.  Ixiii.]  as  the  narrative  of  the  sixth  master,  whence  it  has  been 
transferred  into  several  modern  versions,  and  into  the  common  Eng. 
chap-book.     In  the  ancient   French  metrical  version  of  tlie  Seren 
Sages  edited  by  Keller,  and  in  the  Eng.  poem  published  by  Weber, 
this  story  is  replaced  by  another.     There  are  no  less  than  four  diflFerent 
Fabliaux  founded  on  this  tale  in  Barbasan,  which  are  analysed  by 
Le  Grand.     For  the  late  Italian  imitations,  and  numerous  others,  see 
Donee's  Illustrations,  II.  377 ;  Le  Grand,  IV.  257,  Ed.  1829 ;  Weber, 
Meir.  Rom.  111.  371 ;  Dunlop,  II.  204,  391 ;  III.  371  ;  and  Keller's 
Introd.  to  the  Roman  des  SepL  Sages,  p.  ccxxiii,  who  has,  however, 
confounded  with  this  story  another  of  a  totally  different  character, 
which  occurs  in  the  printed  Lat.   Gesta,  cap.  124,  and  corresponds 
with  cap.  14  of  the  English  Gesta,  as  already  shown  on  p.  455.    [The 
story  does  not  appear  in  the  printed  Lat  Edd.     Swan  states  that  this 
tale  '*  forms  the  substance  of  a  well-constructed,  and  entertaioiDg 
story  of  two  friars,  John  and  Richard,  who  are  said  to  have  resided 
at  Norwich,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V.     This  is  related  in  Heywood's 
History  of  Wom^n  (p.  253),  under  the  title  of  The  fairs  ladie  of 
Norwich,  and  has  crept  into  BlomeGeld's  ffisL  of  Norfolk,  Vol.  III. 
p.  647,  but  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  unaccompanied  with  any 
comment,  but  with  the  addition  of  the  murderer's  name,  who  is 
unaccountably  stated  to  be  Sir  Thomas  Erpingham,  a  well-known 
character.      In  the    Bodleian   Library,  there  is  an  old  Eng.  poem 
entitled,  A  Merry  jest  of  Dane  Hew,  munck  of  Leicestre,  and  how  he 
was  foure  times  slain,  and  once  hanged.      Printed  at  London,  by 
J.  Aide,  in  4to.  without  date.     This  is  probably  the  same  story,  which 
has  certainly  been  borrowed  from  one  of  those  related  by  the  Normau 
minstrels."] 
XXVI.  p.  98,  I.  27.    <'  that  he  blede  strong,"  &c.     A  passage  is  hero 
omitted,  which  the  A.-Lat.  thus  supplies — ut  exiret  sanguis  m  magna 
copia  ;  ita  quod  tota  superficies  terre  in  circuitu  eunabuli  erat  sanguine^ 
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tenia.     Leporariut  cum  aensisset  se  graviter  vulneratum,  ioto  cojiamine 
irruit  in  ierpentem,  &c. 

p.  99,  I.  26.  **  al  bis  lyfe  ;  **  A.-Lat.  adds — et  mortuus  esU 

p.  100,  1.  19.  «'  the ; "  A.-Lat.— ^tta. 

p.  100,  last  line.  The  quotation  is  from  Ezechiel  viii.  23. 

This  story,  like  the  last,  is  of  Oriental  origin,  and  has  had  eqnal 
popalarity.  It  is  found  in  the  fables  of  Pilpay  (Gardonne's  trans- 
lation,  Vol.  III.  p.  53),  and  the  various  European  versions  of  that 
work ;  as  also  in  the  Seven  Wise  Masters,  and  its  numerous  trans- 
lations. See  Tyrwhitt,  IV.  299  ;  Weber,  III.  367  ;  Keller,  Einleitung, 
p.  clxxviij. ;  [and  Wright's  Ed.  of  the  Seven  Sages,  Percy  Soc.  p.  26.] 
Later  imitations  are  pointed  ont  by  Douce,  II.  381,  who  also  notices 
the  Welsh  tradition,  which,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  dog  of  Montargi^ 
(subsequently  to  be  noticed),  has  acquired  a  species  of  historical  reality. 
Le  Grand,  in  his  notes  on  a  similar  fable  in  French,  has  given  an 
extraordinary  narrative  of  the  same  description  from  a  Dominican 
writer  of  the  13th  century.  See  Vol.  IV.  pp.  359—363.  [The  story 
does  not  appear  in  the  printed  Lat.  Editions.] 
XXVll.  p.  101, 1.  20.  ["  Lanipadia&"  Printed  Lat  Edd.  give  the  name 
as  Aamodemus.^ 

p.  102, 1.  13.  ["he  hadde  not  be  I-browte  here."  Printed  Lat. 
Edd. — €id  istum  puncium  non  venUset^ 

p.  102,  1.  25.  ["  or  I  ete."  This,  which  ie  omitted  in  MS.  Hari. 
7333y  differs  from  the  printed  Lat.  text,  which  reads — hodie  cibum 
non  gustabis  donee  fueris  suspensttsJ] 

p.  103,  I.  11.  ^that  no  Devil  con  say  ayene  hem.'*  The  text  has 
been  corrected  from  the  A. -Lat  MS.  cap.  33,  which  reads — non  possetit 
in  die  judicii  contra  ie  ohjicere.  In  Roberts'  Cambrian  Popular 
Antiquities,  p.  94,  Ed.  of  1815,  a  similar  story  is  related  of  King 
Arthur. 
xxVliT  p.  104,  L  23.  " in  all  maner  of  service.**  A.-Lat.  cap.  34, 
de  quinque  scio  vobis  ministrare  optime.  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. 
cap.  17,  tix  services  are  mentioned,  but  the  old  German  prose 
translation,'  Augsburg,  1489,  folio,  cap.  48,  agrees  with  the  A.-Lat. 
text 

[The  first  service  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  is  stated  thus : — scio 
corpus  magni  principis  die  ac  nocte  custodire^  ledum  ejus  parare,  cibaria 
ei  propinarSy  pedes  ejus  lavare.  The  remainder  are  stated  as  in  the 
English  Version.  Then  we  are  told  how  Guido  fulfilled  his  first 
duty — Guido  omni  nocte  lectum  satis  honeste  paravit,  Untheamina  lavit 
et  septus  mutavii  singulis  noctibus.  Ante  ostium  earner e  armatas  jacuit^ 
habensque  secum  parcum  caniculum  bene  latraniem^  ut  si  aliquo  casu 
dormiret,  et  aliquis  subito  venirety  per  latratum  canis  excitatus  esset, 
Semel  omni  hebdomada  pedes  ejus  lavavit,  &c.] 

p.  105,1.  6.  ["the  firste  service"].  Supplied  from  the  A.-Lat 
text — pinmum  ministerium  impleverat. 

p.  105,  1.  7.  "  boteler."     Lat — pincemam, 
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p.  105,  1.  20.  "  the  day  of  my  byrthe."  A.-Lat. — in  noHvitaU 
Domini ;  and  bo  also  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. 

p.  106,  1.  7.  ["&  knytea  &  Squieris  folowed  him,"  &c.  Printed 
Lat.  Edd.  read — F»r>,  mulieres  ac  parvuli^  hec  audientes,  quasi  injiniti 
secuii  8unt\ 

p.  106,  1.  9.  ["  See  ^e  not  that  [I]  see  ?  **  Text  corrected  from 
A.-Lat.  and  printed  Lat.  texts,  which  read — videtime  quod  ego 
video  f] 

p.  106,  1.  11.   ["briddis."     Printed  Lat.  Edd.— ora.] 

p.  106,  1.  26.  ["  the  blode  of  a  lambe,  For  yf,"  &c.  The  printed 
Lat.  Edd.  continue — nidum  exteriua  et  interius  cum  dicto  scmguine 
cupergitey  et  quamdiu  ibi  guUa  una  illiue  sanguinis  remaneat^  avis,  que 
est  inimica,  nunquam  audet  nido  ^us  appropinqnare  et  sic  avis  in  nido 
sua  remanebit  et  tunc  mare  erit  in  tranquilla  pace  et  poteritis  ad  ierram 
sanctam  transire  et  secure  redire;  an  omission  in  the  English  text, 
which  requires  to  be  filled  in  order  to  understand  the  corresponding 
passage  in  the  Moralite.] 

p.  107, 1.  17.  ["  so  ye  may  in  the  somer,"  Ac.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. 
—  Vigilate  in  estate^  i.e.  cum  vita  vestra/uerit  in  corpore,  et pravideatis 
omnia  necessaria  pro  anifnabus  vestris,  ut  cum  hyems  mortis  advenerit 
poteritis  cum  domino  feliciter  requiescere,^ 

p.  108, 1.  8.    [^*  the  vij.  chekenis  ben,"  &c.    Lat.  Edd. —  avis  scilicet 

spiritus  sancius •  •  habet   septem  ova^  scilicet  septan  dona 

spiritus  sancUj] 

The  Morality  of  this  tale  in  the  Lat.  printed  Edd.  is  much  longer, 
and  more  verbose.     Swan  says  there  are  several  popular  stories  not 
unlike  the  present,  but  he  has  not  specified  any. 
yyiY  p.  108,  1.  26.  *'  Mardouius  ; "  A.<Lat.  cap.  36,  Sardonius, 

p.  108,  1.  29.  "  Aftirwarde,"  Ac.  Differently  in  A.-Lat.— con- 
suetudo  erat  tunc  temporis,  quod  omnes  elegerent  quid  pro  Deo  suo 
habere  vellent. 

p.  109, 1.  4.  Text  corrected  from  the  A. -Lat  which  has  Fill, 

[In  the  Lat.  version  (See  Oesterley,  Appendix,  No.  243),  a  moralisa- 
tion  is  given  :  the  first  son  betokens  Saracens  and  Jews,  who  believed 
in  one  Qod  :  the  second,  signifies  the  wise  of  this  world  ;  and  tlie 
third.  Christians  and  the  elect  of  God.] 
XXX.  p.  109, 1.  21.  "  Pwas."  Harl.  2270,  cap.  38,  and  Harl.  406  read 
PerUamus;  Hari.  5259,  Gerlaus;  Harl.  3132,  Barlaan.  The  last  of 
these  corrupted  readings  leads  us  to  the  true  text,  **  Barlaam  narrat" 
as  in  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  168. 

[Harl.  MS.  219,  has  the  title,  Qualiter  unicorums  semel  unum 
hominem  est  seculus.] 

p.  110,  1.  6.  "bestes."  A.-Lat — animalibus;  printed  Lat  Edd. 
muribus,  and  so  the  romance  of  Barlaam,  and  those  who  quota 
from  it 

p.  110,  1.  7.  ["felte  it  wagge."  Lat. — sensit  earn  vadUort, 
Compare  P.  Plowman,  B.-Text,  xvi.  40-1. 
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"  )>anne  fondeth  ^  fende  my  fruit  to  destruye, 
With  alle  l>e  wyles  [>at  he  can,  and  maggeth  the  roie"'\ 

p.  110,  1.^16.  "frogges."  A.-Lat — vipere;  [printed  Lat,  Edd. 
— vipere  albe.^ 

p.  Ill,  1.  32.  Begum.     See  2  Samnel  xiv.  14. 

p.  Ill,  1.  4.  ''the  tree  in  the  diche,"  &c.  This  paragraph  is  very 
cormpt  in  the  MS.,  and  can  only  be  restored  by  the  aid  of  the 
original  A.-Latin  text  in  Harl.  2270,  which  reads — arbor  in  harairo 
vita  humana  in  mundo,  que  per  animalia,  unum  in  mundo  album,  aliud 
nigrum,  id  eat,  per  horas  diei  et  noctie,  incesaanter  consumitur,  Harl. 
5259  has — arbor  in  baratro  est  vita  humana  in  mundo  que  per  horas  diei 
et  noctie,  quod  per  album  et  nigrum  intelUgiiur,  inceesanier  consumitur,^* 

This  apologue  is  also  from  the  East,  and  of  great  antiquity,  being 
inserted  into  one  of  the  prefatory  chapters  of  the  Pehlvi  version  of 
the  Calila  u  Dimnah,  made  in  the  reign  of  Khosrou  Nouschir^van, 
about  A.D.  510.  It  is  in  the  4th  Chapter  of  the  Arabic  translation 
published  by  De  Sacy,  4to,  Paris,  1816,  and  exists  also  in  the  Greek 
version  of  Simeon  Seth,  the  Hebrew  of  Rabbi  Joel,  and  the  Latin  of 
John  of  Capua,  made  between  1262  and  1278,  and  printed  under  the 
title  of  "  Directorium  humance  vitce,^  which  is  the  immediate  source  of 
many  translations  or  imitations  in  French,  German,  Italian,  and 
Spanish.  It  occurs  likewise  in  the  spiritual  romance  of  Barlaam  and 
Josaphat,  compiled  by  Johannes  Damascenns  in  the  eighth  cent., 
\irith  a  Morality  agreeing  exactly  with  that  in  the  Gesta.  The 
original  Greek  text  of  the  story  is  given,  accompanied  by  a  valuable 
critical  apparatus,  in  an  article  by  Schmidt,  in  the  JdhrbOcher  der 
Ziteratur,  Bd.  XXVI.  p.  30,  1824.  It  was  hence  adopted  in  the  13th 
century,  into  the  Speculum  Historiale  of  Vincent  de  Beanvais,  lib.  xv. 
C.  15,  fol.  185b,  Venice  1494,  and  the  Hietoria  Lombardica  of  Jacobus 
de  Voragine,  cap.  175,  fol.  Arg.  1483,  whence  the  compiler  of  the 
Gesta  immediately  borrowed  it,  and  which  is  also  the  original  of  the 
English  Metrical  Lives  of  the  Saints,  the  Golden  Legend,  and  similar 
collections.  It  is  found  moreover  among  the  tales  of  Odo  de  Ceriton, 
a  fabulist  of  the  12th  cent.,  MS.  Arundel,  292  fol.  15,  MS.  Harl.  219, 
fol.  24b,  which  has  served  as  the  immediate  text  of  the  translation 
in  MS.  Addit.  9066,  No.  55,  and  in  MSS.  Harl.  463,  leaf  12b  (written 
temp.  Edw.  II.),  2316,  fol.  62b,  5396,  pt.  L  Serm.  9,  A.  4,  and  Addit. 
11,284,  p.  107,  in  the  last  three  of  which  instances  it  is  quoted  directly 
from  Barlaam,  as  in  the  printed  Latin  Gesta. 
XXXI.  p.  Ill,  1.  23.  '*  Gardinus.**  The  name  varies  much.  Sardinus 
in  Harl.  2270,  pr.  m.  Sardinianus^  sec.  ra.  Harl.  5259  and  5369.  The 
Cambridge  MS.  agrees  with  MS.  Addit.  9066,  while  the  printed  Lat. 
Edd.  read — Vespasianus. 

p.  HI,  1.  25.  ''Eulopia,''     Printed  Lat.  Edd.— il^Zoe*. 

p.  114, 1.  10.  [^'wisshe.**  This  is  an  unusual  form  ;  it  occurs  again 
p.  159,  1.  7.  It  is  found  three  times  in  the  Prologue  to  the  Tale  of 
Beryn,  Chaucer  See.  Ed.  Fnrnivall.     Thus  at  1.  103,  we  read  that 
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the  PilgrimBy  after  their  arrival  at  the  inn  at  Canterboiy, 
*'  Every  man  in  his  degre,  wiuh,  k  toke  his  sete." 
See  also  11. 389  and  661.     Another  instance  is  in  the  Cursor  Mandt, 
E.  E.  T.  a,  Ed.  Morris,  p.  802,  !.  14,009  (Fairfax  MS.),  where  we 
read  of  Mary  Magdalen,  that 

"  wi|»  [>e  tens  ho  wiuhed  his  fete.*^ 

p.  119,  1.  5.  ''that  wol  conuerte  to  her.**  A.-Lat. — qtd  ad  earn 
puro  corde  se  conveiiunt, 

p.  120,  1.  6.  ['*'  the  Profet  saithe,*'  kc.  I  have  been  nnable  to  find 
the  source  of  this  quotation.  St  Augustine,  on  Psalms  cxliii.  2 
(Vulgate)  has — tanquam  unda  tnUencordus  peccad  iffnte  exstmffuitw, 
and  in  the  Golden  Legeude,  Ed.  1527,  leaf  cccix.  we  find — "  yf  they 
hadde  done  ony  venyall  synne,  it  was  put  anone  aweye  by  the  love 
of  charyte,  lyke  a  drope  of  water  in  a  fomays.**] 

The  classical  story  of  Ariadne  and  Theseus  has  probably  served  as 
the  prototype  of  this  tale.  There  is  also  a  passage  in  the  English 
romance  of  Sir  Launfal,  which  much  resembles  the  incident  of  the 
two  ladies  coming  with  the  bason  and  the  toweL  See  Way*8 
Fabliaux,  III.  245,  Ed.  S".  1815. 

[The  version  of  this  tale  in  the  printed  Latin  Edd.  differs  consider- 
ably from  that  here  given.  In  the  former  the  daughter's  name  is 
Aglaes,  changed  by  the  Emperor,  propter  pulchritudinem  carports  to 
Domina  Solacii  (the  Lady  of  Comfort),  in  signum  hii^uB^  ut  omnee  qui 
ad  te  venerirU  tristes,  cum  gaudio  recedant.  The  ^  Lady  of  Solace  "  of 
the  English  Version  does  not  appear  at  all,  and  the  knight  derives 
all  his  infonnation  respecting  the  garden  from  the  Emperor's 
daughter  herself.  She  advises  him  to  arm  himself  in  steel,  a  planta 
pedis  usque  ad  verUcem  capiHSy  and  to  smear  his  armour  with  gum. 
The  knight  loses  the  ball  of  thread  during  his  conflict  with  the  lion, 
but  after  a  three-days'  search  recovers  it,  and  finds  his  way  out  of 
the  garden.  The  incidents  of  the  fruit,  the  three  men,  and  the  ditch, 
do  not  occur  in  the  Latin  Edd.] 
XXZn.  p.  121,  1.  11.  [''Aglaes.*'  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  she  is 
named  EosimvndaJ] 

p.  121,  I.  13.  [The  printed  Lat.  Edd.  read — cum  ad  ekUem  dcnam 
pervenisset,  erat  tarn  ahilis  in  currendo,  &c.] 

p.  122,  1.  6.  ["  he  shulde  wed  hir,**  &c.  The  printed  Lat  Edd. 
add — totum  regnum  post  ejus  decessum  haberetj] 

p.  122,  1.  9.     ["  come  thikke  ** ;  printed  Lat.  Edd.  ^tui^*  inJiniU,^ 

p.  122,  1.  11.  "hir**;  so  W.  de  Worde,  No.  XVL  "theyr  hedcai* 
"  A  pore  man  "  ;  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. :  he  is  named  Abibcu. 

p.  123,  1.  4.  "  damyseU.**  Used  here  for  the  plural,  as  is  occasion- 
ally the  case  in  the  MS.  with  a  few  other  words  of  similar  termination. 

p.  123,  1.  6.  "honourid**;  A.-Lat.  omata.  ["of  iij.  colowria." 
Printed  Lat.  Edd. — deauratu,^ 

p..  123,  1.  8.  "/i«f»<**;  so  in  the  printed  Lat  Edd.,  but  A.-Lat— 
luserit. 
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p.  123,  1.  15.  [''defied  hiin  in  hir  herte";  printed  Lat.  Edd.— tn 
carde  detpeadt,^ 

p.  124,  1.  3.  ^  fer  " ;  A.-Lat. — per  longum  spacium, 

p.  124,  1.  7.  ["  lewde  wrecche,*'  &c. ;  printed  Lat.  Edd. — miser, 
tmnquam  filia  pairis  mei  cum  taU  ribaldo  debet  ccpularij] 

p.  124,  1.  14.  "bote  hit,"  Ac.  A.-Lat.  and  printed  Lat.  Edd.  add 
in  ires  partes /regit,  with  which  Add  it  9066  agrees. 

p.  126,  1.  1.  "  hemmys" ;  A.-Lat — -fimbrias  suas, 

p.  126,  1.  19.  In  illustration  of  the  purse  here  described,  see 
Douce's  paper  in  the  Archaologia,  XVII.  p.  116. 

This  is  evidently  the  classical  fiction  of  Atalanta  and  Hippomanes 
in  another  shape.  It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that  in  several  MSS.  of 
the  A.-Lat  Oesta  there  is  a  second  story  of  the  same  kind  prefixed, 
more  immediately  derived  from  classical  authors,  in  which  the  name 
of  Atalanta  is  preserved.  This  additional  chapter  is  the  first  in  the 
series  of  the  43  in  MS.  Harl.  5369,  which  serves  as  the  original  text 
to  the  translation  printed  by  W.  de  Worde,  and  it  stands  in  the  same 
order  in  every  subsequent  edition  down  to  the  year  1703.  The  story 
is  quoted  from  Ovid,  Metam,  VIII.,  in  the  Moraliiates  of  Robert 
Holcot,  who  died  in  1349.  MS.  Reg.  6,  E.  IIL  leaf  224b.  See  p.  429. 
ZXXUI.  p.  128, 1.  9.  ['*  iij.  yeer.**  Printed  Lat  Edd.— sepUm  annos, 
but  in  the  Moralite,  adj,  armos.^ 

p.  128, 1. 15.  [<<  litil,  in  syght  of  the  o])ere.*'  Printed  Lat  Edd.— 
parum  aut  nickUA 

p.  128, 1. 18.  [Text  has  been  amended  in  accordance  with  the  Latin 
text,  which  reads — perge  de  nocteJ] 

p.  129, 1. 18.  [**  ij.  ellene."  Printed  Lat.  text — tree  vel  quatuor  ulnas, 
while  in  the  Moralite  it  is — duos  vel  tres,^ 

p.  130,  1.  10.  [^*  Frend,  ^at  is  halfe  my  soule.**  This  expression 
occurs  frequently  in  the  printed  Lat  text,  though  not  in  this  very 
passage.  One  is  almost  led  to  believe  that  the  author  was  acquainted 
with  Horace,  who  uses  it  in  his  Odes,  Bk.  I.  3,  1.  8,  where  he  speaks 
of  his  friend  Virgil  as,  animcs  dimidium  mece,  and  again  in  Bk.  II. 
17,  5,  he  calls  Maecenas,  mea  partem  animce,  Pythagoras  is  said  to 
have  spoken  of  a  friend  of  his  as  '^ijfjitav  rfJQ  ypvxfjf:.^^  Compare 
p.  197,  11.  13,  14.] 

In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  the  first  friend's  speech  is  given  to  the 
second,  and  vice  versa. 

This  story  is  likewise  clearly  of  Oriental  origin,  and  a  similar  one 
is  given  from  the  Arabic  by  Cardonne,  Melanges  de  litt.  Orient,  I.  78. 
Its  immediate  source,  as  narrated  in  the  Gesla,  was  probably  the 
work  of  Petrus  Alphonsus  compiled  in  1106,  and  entitled  Clericalis 
Diseiplina,  p.  35,  ed.  Schmidt,  4^,  Berlin,  1827.  It  was  very  early 
combined  with  the  parable  of  the  three  friends  in  need,  told  in  the 
romance  of  Barlaam  (ap.  Vine.  Bell,  xv.  16),  the  original  Greek  text 
of  which  is  printed  in  the  Jahrhiicher  der  Liter,,  Bd  xxvi.,  p.  34  (see 
Bd.  XX.  Anz.  Blatt.  p.  29).    In  addition  to  the  copious  references  and 
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illustrations  of  this  story  in  Le  Qrand,  IIL  225,  and  Schmidt,  in  the 
notes  to  his  admirable  edition  of  Petros  Alphonsus,  it  may  be  noticed 
that  it  is  quoted  or  borrowed  from  Barlaam  in  MS.  Harl.  463,  No.  46. 
MS.  Addit.  11,284,  fo.  9,  and  in  Bromyard's  Summa  Predieantium^  v. 
Amicitia,  A  zzi.  5,  and  again  xxi,  7,  where  the  Geata  seems  to  have 
been  followed.  The  version  in  the  MS.  Addit.  9066,  No.  42,  which 
differs  from  the  A.-Lat.  text,  is  immediately  taken  from  the  Latin 
text  in  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  32,  which  is  to  be  referred  to  the  romance 
of  Barlaam,  and  not  to  Petms  Alphonsus.  [Compare  Chapt  238  in 
Oesterley,  given  in  the  Appendix  to  tliis  volume.] 
XXXIV.  p.  132, 1.  19.  ^  Pes."  This  correction,  which  is  required  by 
the  sense,  is  made  on  the  authority  of  the  original  Lat.  text. 

p.  133,  I.  9.  "  to  helde  him  qwyke  "  ;  A.-Lat. — ui  vivum  exeoriaret. 

p.  134^  1.  13.  [**  swiche  a  distance,*'  i.  e.  disagreement,  quairel ; 
compare  p.  168,  1.  2.] 

p.  135,  1.  13.  "lugylithe."     A,-LBi.  jugulamt 

The  source  from  which  this  tale  was  borrowed  has  not  hitherto 
been  pointed  out,  but  was  doubtless  a  Homil}'  of  St.  Bernard  [Obiit 
1153].  In  Annunciat  Beatm  Maria,  printed  in  his  works,  vol.  I. 
col.  980,  folio,  Paris  1719,  whence  it  was  transferred  to  a  dramatic 
French  poem  of  the  12th  cent.,  composed  by  one  Guillaume,  at  the 
request  of  William,  prior  of  Eenilworth,  according  to  De  la  Rue, 
Essais  8ur  le»  Bardes,  &c.,  II.  279,  another  or  different  copy  of  which 
in  MS.  Arund.  292,  leaf  25,  is  subsequently  ascribed  by  the  Abbd  to 
Stephen  Langton,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  ibid.  III.  8.  The  same 
subject  is  borrowed  by  Bonavonture,  in  the  Meditadones  Viia  Chri$ti, 
torn.  YI.  pt.  2,  p.  533,  0pp.  ed.  Mog.  1609  (translated  into  English 
in  1410,  and  printed  by  Caxton),  and  by  the  author  of  the  French 
poem  entitled  Roman  des  Romans,  or  Chasieau  d*amour,  attributed  by 
some  to  Bishop  Grostestc,  who  died  in  1253.  [An  English  version 
of  Bp.  Robert  Grosteste^s  poem,  called  ''The  Castel  off  Loue,"  was 
edited  for  the  Philological  Society  in  1864  from  the  Vernon  MS.  by 
Dr.  Weymouth.  "  It  is  the  same  allegory  as  '  The  Parable  of  a  King 
and  his  Four  Daughters,'  introduced  into  the  Cursor  Mundi  (K  £.  Text 
Soc.  ed.  Morris),  pp.  548 — 560,  11.  9517 — 9752.  The  author  of  the 
Cursor  Mundi  calls  it  a  '  sample,'  which  he  took  out  of  St.  Robert's, 
t.  e.  Bp.  Grosteste's,  book.  Tliis  latter  version  is  very  interesting." 
Note  to  P.  Plowman,  E.  E.  Text  Soc,  ed.  Skeat,  0.  text,  Passus 
XXI.  120,  et  scq.  The  whole  allegory  is  plainly  founded  on  a  single 
verse  in  Psahus  Ixxv,  10  (Ixxxiv,  11  in  the  Vulgate),  viz: — 
Miser icordia  et  ueritas  obuiauerunt  sibi;  iustiiia  et  pax  osculaks  sunL** 
In  Harl.  MS.  1703,  leaf  82b.,  is  a  poem  of  30  4-lined  sUnzas,  by 
Will.  Forrest,  with  the  title :  ''  Misericoidia,  et  Veritas  obuiauerunt 
sibi ;  lusticia  et  pax  osculate  sunt. 

How  mercy,  truthe,  right,  peace  they  kyste, 
Here  may  you  reade,  yf  that  ^ee  liste."] 

A  separate  Latin  translation   of  this  piece  entituled,  DisptUaiio 
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inter  Miierkordiam^  Veritaiemy  lusHHam  et  Pacem^  de  resUtutione 
hominis  perditi,  is  in  MS.  Reg.  6,  E.  III.,  leaf  16b. 

XXXV.  p.  136,  1.  2.     [«  TljeodosioB."     Printed  Lat.  md.— Tiberius.] 
p.  136,  ].  8.   [''  hard  neuer  non  sache  afor."     Printed  Lat. — cum 

gaudio  est  refocillatusJ"] 

p.  138,  1.  1.  ["the  harpe  of  holy  scriptare,"  Ac.  Lat.  text — miro 
modo  melodi/im,  scilicet  sanctam  oracionem  audit  et  diligitJ] 

p.  138,  1.  6.  Psalms  cl.  3. 

p.  138,  1.  21.  ["to  aske  the  grace  of  god  a3en8t  thee  hissyngee." 
Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add — et  ut  ita  sit,  semper  in  principio  sermorUs  pro 
gracia  divina  rogatur, 

Lydgate,  at  the  commencement  of  one  of  his  poems,  MS.  Had. 
2255,  leaf  21,  thns  describes  the  four  sisters  :■— 

'*  Meroy  and  Trouthe  mette  on  an  hih  mot^nteyn 
Briht  as  the  Bonne  with  his  beemys  deer, 
Pees  and  lusticia  walkyng  on  the  pleyn, 
And  with  foare  eustryD,  moost  goodly  of  ther  cheer, 
List  nat  departe  nor  seyere  in  no  maneer, 
Of  oon  accooi-d  by  vertuous  encrees, 
loyned  in  charite,  pryncesses  moost  enteer, 
Mercy  and  Trouthe,  Rihtwisnesse  and  Pees.*' 

"  The  introduction  of  the  four  sisters  no  doubt  formed  a  favourite 
interlude  in  the  Ancient  Mysteries  and  Moralities :  we  find  it,  fot 
example,  in  the  Coventry  Mystery  of  the  Salutation  and  Conception 
of  Mary ;  and  again,  in  Sharp's  '  Dissertation  on  Pageants,*  p.  23,  we 
find  a  description  relating  to  the  Morality  of  the  *  Castel  of  Perseuer- 
aunce,'  which  even  tells  us  the  colours  of  the  actors*  dresses.  The 
four  daughters  all 'wore  mantles,  Mercy  being  clothed  in  white. 
Righteousness  all  in  red,  Truth  in  a  sad- coloured  green,  and  Peace  all 
black;  and  it  was  directed  that  they  should  ^  pleye  in  ])e  place  al 
to-gedyr  tyl  fey  brynge  up  pe  sowle ' ;  i.  e,  the  soul  of  man."  Rev. 
Professor  W.  W.  Skeat,  note  to  P.  Plowman,  C.  text,  XXI.  120.] 

XXXVI.  p.  1.39,  I.  5.  ''Solemius."    The  name  is  given  as  Polemius  in 
the  A.-Lat.  text,  aud  Wynkyn  de  Worde. 

p.  139,  1.  9.  ["  a  gret  master,"  not  mentioned  in  the  printed 
Lat.  £dd.] 

p.  139,  1.  12.  ["  to  kepe  him  wele  eke.*'  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — Canis 
vero  tribtis  cathenis  erat  ligatus,  quia  valde  crudelis  erat,  et  qiws  poterat 
apprehendere  occidit] 

p.  UO,  1. 6,  ["  Also  fat  ])0 w  do  welle  "with  my  grehounde."  Pr.  Lat — 
catiem  vero  continue  in  cathena  habeas  et  ei  non  laute  administres^  sed 
pocius/amem  sustineat,  ut  sic  ^us  crudelitas  aiqueferocitas  annichileturJ] 

p.  140, 1.  12.  [*'  youre  wille  shalle  be  fulfillid,"  &c.  The  remainder 
of  the  story  is  given  in  the  priuted  Lat.  Edd.  as  follows : — 

Senescallus  vero  omnia  adimplere  fideliier  promisit.  Hex  vero  terram 
sanctam  adiit,  et  senescallus  omnia  que  promisit  et  totum  preceptum  in 
contrarium  egit.     Nam  canem  de  mclioribus  cibariis  semper  pavit,  nee 
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eum  sicui  debuit  cu$todivit,puelU  neeeisaria  tubtraxit  et  miUtes  prebetula 
privavit,  intantum  quod  disperai  et  vagabundi  per  mundum  tbant^  puella 
sine  custodia  sic  relicta  phrans  et  t^ulans  ambulabat  in  aula  sola, 
Canis  cum  earn  solcun  vidissety  tres  catenae  fregitj  cum  quibue  ligaius 
fuit  et  puellam  occidit,  de  cujus  morie  factue  est  pUmctue  magpue  in 
civitate.  Rex  vero  cum  audisset  de  morte  fiUe  eue,  commota  aunt 
omnia  viscera  e/us  et  seneacaUum  ad  ae  tocari  fedt^  et  cur  et  qua  de 
cauaa  filiam  auam  aine  tuatodia  ditniait  et  militea  aine  prebenda  ei 
canem  contra  preceptum  qua  pavit,  quaaivU.  Hie  vero  obmutuit^  nee 
aliquid  pro  ejua  excuaacione  allegavit.  Hex  vero  iortoribua  preoqnt,  ut 
ligalia  pedibua  et  manibua  eum  infornacem  ardentem  projicerent  Omuaa 
regem  laudabant^  quod  tale  judicium  dedit^ 

p.  141, 1.  16.  '*  made  him  Dakid.**  A.-Lat.,  cap.  44,  reads — omma 
aua  veatimenta  depoauitf  exceptia  braccia  et  camiaia, 

p.  145,  I.  2.  [Evidently  a  line  baa  dropped  out  bare  in  the  Harl. 
MS.  7333 ;  compare  the  version  in  Addit  MS.  9066,  with  which 
W.  de  Worde,  No.  18,  agrees.] 

p.  146, 1.  7.  ''  that  unto.*'  The  word  that  is  superfluous.  A.-Lat. — 
quouaque, 

p.  146^  1.  8.  ^'])e  Apostel."  The  passage  quoted  is  from  Job 
yii.  15. 

p.  147,  1.  6.     [Luke  xv.  7. 

Compare  with  this  tale  chapters  182  and  212  in  Oesterley, 
epitomised  iu  the  Appendix  to  this  volume.] 

XXXVII.  p.  148,  1.  2.  ["  Cesar."     Printed  Lat.  Edd.— TVa/ontw.] 

p.  148, 1. 11.  [In  the  printed  Lat.  Editions  the  boar  at  bis  first  visit 
to  the  garden  loses  his  left,  at  the  second  his  right,  ear,  and  at  the 
third  his  tail.] 

p.  151, 1.  6.  [*'  bethe  plantid  the  comaundementes  of  God.**  Printed 
Lat.  Edd. — in  quorum  cordibua  dominua  noater  pUmtat  eotidie  divrraa 
genera  arborum,  i.  e.  virtutumy  aicut  aunt  decern  prec^ta,  aeptem  opera 
viiaericordie^  quatuor  virtutea  cardinalea  et  tree  theologicaaf  &c.] 

p.  151, 1.  8.  ["  the  Bwyne  is  a  synner,"  Pr.  Lat.  text — apereat  homo 
divea  ac  potena  hujua  aecuH,  quipociua  aenaui  proprio  credit  quam  alteru] 

XXXVIII.  p.  135,1. 1.    ['^Alexandir**;  Pr.  Lat  version  (see  Oesterley, 
Appendix,  No.  194)  reads,  GalUcua,] 

p.  153, 1.  8.  ["  grauntid  to  him.**  Pr.  Lat  version  adds — iia  tamen 
quod  nulla  illarum  peticionum  eaaet  pro  vita  hdbenda,  JRacio  erat  hec 
quare  legem  conatituit^  quia  erat  tarn  largua  quod  nullo  mode  voUbat 

quod  in  aula  aua  oaaa  cujuscuiuiue  videreniur et  quia  ei  laute 

ministraretur  appareret,'\ 

p.  155,  1.  1.  [**  Sir."  The  reading  of  the  MS.  has  been  corrected 
from  the  A.-Lat  text,  which  has  domine, 

Neckam  in  his  work,  De  Naturia  Berum,  written  at  the  end  of  the 
13th  cent,  (edited  for  the  Rolls*  Series  by  Mr  T.  Wright),  gives  the 
following  version  of  the  tale.  It  will  be  noticed  that  he  states  that 
the  story  rests  on  the  authority  of  a  custom  of  great  antiquity. 
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Cap.  xl.,  p.  152. 

Pecten  a  dtspondone  omum  dispontorum  in  niodum  dentium  imtru- 
menti  Uliua  quo  crines  discriminantur  quod  et  pecten  dicitur,  nomen 
accepit.  Pars  piscis  isHua  superior  nigredine  vestitur,  para  aquia 
vudnior  candore  inleacit  Sic  etfortuna  geminam  kabetfaciem,  nubilam 
et  aerenam,     Dum  vuUum  prcetendii  obacurum,  latetfaciea  aerena,  quia 

Jbrtuna  qua  adveraa  cenaeiur  tuta  tranquilUtate  felix  eat,  interiua  inapecta. 
Foriuna  vero  qvuB  prospera  cenaeri  aolet,  mulUa  moleatiarum  inaidiia 
reaperaa  eat 

Utitur  autem  conauetudo  quorundum  obaervanUa  hac^  ut  piacia  dictua 
[pecteny  the  plaice]  in  diaco  repoaitua  in  menaa  non  vertatur,  ne  nigra 

parte  oatenaa,  fieri  videatur  piaci  injuria,  Conauetudo  autem  iata 
longcBvi  temporia  auctoritate  ae  munity  prout  in  relatione  aubjicienda 
continebatur. 

Erat  igitur  dvia,  cui  fortunoe  clementioria  dui  arriait  proaperitaa, 
tribua  filiia  feUciaaimua  reputatua.  Duo  efua  filii^  lucre  et  qtueatui 
temporalium  diligentem  operam  adhibenteay  patria  auxerunt  divitiaa, 
Tertiua  artium   ingenuarum  atudio  nob'di  feUciter  eruditua  diminuere 

parentum  auorum  facultatem  potiua  viaua  eat  quam  augere,  Indignantea 
duo  filii  emancipari  voluerunt,  auia  /amiliia  proviauri.  Sub  umbra 
alarum  parentum  latuit  acholaria^  de  rebua  ipaorum  suatentatua^  qui  ad 
inopiam  arctiaaimam  vergentea^  latebraa  in  partibua  remotioribua  qucarere 
eompulai  aunt.  Duo  namque  filii  opera  parentibus  proraua  negavere^ 
sed  tertiua  filiua  eta  miniatravil.  Tandem  feativia  epulia  ciyuadam 
imperatoria  nobiliasimi  interfuit  acholaria  cum  utroque  parente,     Ap- 

poaitua  eat  pecten,  piacia  acilicet  prcBnominatua,  aeni  patri  acholaria^  edicti 
communia  ignaro,     Exierat  enim  edictum  ab   imperatore,  ut  ai  quia 

pectinem  in  menaa  reveraaret,  capitalem  aubiret  aententiam,  Inaufficientke 
enim  argvi  videretur  menaa  imperatoria,  ai  alba  portio  piacia  dicti 
diacumbentibua  non  aufficeret,  Edicti  tamen  rigor  temperatua  fuit 
cujuadam  legia  adjunctione,  quce  inatitutum  eat,  ut  damnandua  tribua 
diebua  imperatoria  majeatate  gloriaretur,  et  tria  pracepta  ad  nutum 
ipaiua  executioni  aine  aliquo  obataculo  mandarentur,     Damnati  igitur 

patria  aententiam  in  ae  aubiit  aponte  filiua,   tribua  diebua  imperatoria 

fungena  dignitate.  Primo  Unique  die  jttaait  dimidiam  partem  tkeaauri 
imperatoria  dari  pauperibua,  ut  pro  ipao  Dominum  exorarent.  Secundo 
die  pracejrit  aibi  filiam  imperatoria  adduci  ut  ipaa  pro  voto  uteretur, 
Nota  nocte  fovit  puellam  inter  amplexua  auoa,  aed  honorem  virginitatia 
defiorare  noluit.  Quod  cum  pater  relatione  Virginia  didiciaaet,  acceptum 
Ttabuit,  abaolulionem  juvenis  affectuoae  deaiderana.  Die  teriio  imperavit 
ilium  auapendi,  qui  patrem  auum  piacem  vertiaae  conapexeraU  Infici- 
antibua  aingulia,  deliberativum  genua  cauaaa  tractant  magnatea,  et 
deficiente  accuaatore  abaoloendum  eaae  tam  aenem  quam  juvenem  pro- 
nuntiatum  eat.  Exultat  animus  imperatoria,  et  filiam  libena  et  lastua 
nubere  juaait  Juveni.  Fit  ovantia  concuraua  populi,  et  mendici  quibua 
mutiifice  thesaurua  diatributua  fuerat  ae  exauditoa  eaae  a  Domino  latantur, 
Hinc  conauetudo  inolevit,  ut  piacia  dictua  dignitatem  aingularem  obtineat.^'] 
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p.  156, 1.  3  from  bottom.  "  Polemiue."  Harl.  MS.  406  reads— 
ThohmeuSy  [aud  Lat.  Version  printed  by  Oeaterley,  Appendix  No.  189. 
LucituJ] 

p.  157,  1.  29.  ''thin  aocione  sballe  atonde."  A.-Lat — Uabit 
actio  sua. 

p.  157,  1.  36.  The  A.-Lat  text  cap.  47,  adds  the  followiog 
paragraph,  Miles  per  omnia  voluntatem  efus  adimplevity  et  post  hec  ei 
fideliter  in  omnibus  ministrabat;  [and  Oesterley's  version — IIU  vero 
fdeliter  pronUsily  imperator  vero  sum  ad  divicias  ei  honores  promovit] 

p.  158,  1.  6.  "he  shulde  lese."     A. -Lat. — debet  vitam  amitiere. 

p.  158,  1.  7.  "as  tavernys,  wrestelynges,  huntynges."  These 
words  are  an  addition  of  the  English  translator.  [The  Lat.  version 
printed  by  Oesterley,  reads — nundiruis,  i.  e.  ad  mundi  spectacular  et  ibi 
invenit  vanitates  ei  cum  eo  stat  domina^  uxor  ejuSy  i.  e.  camaUs  con^ 
cupiscencia,  per  quam  homo  sepius  seducitur.  Post  ilium  ommsfamilia^ 
i.  e.  omnes  sensus  exeunt  a  virtutibus  in  quibus  fueruni  ex  defecht 
discipline^  et  solus  puer,  i.  e.  anima  relinquitur  sine  custodeJ] 
XL.  p.  158,  last  line.  ^  Not  ^owh  |>oa  woldest,'*  &c.  In  A.-Lat.  cap. 
48,  more  correctly,  Si  miki  dederis  centum  marcas  de  Jtorenis,  per  me 
iota  nocie  jacebis.*^  [In  the  Lat.  Version  (printed  by  Oesterley, 
Appendix,  No.  195): — 1000  marcas  florenas,^ 

p.  159,  1.  12.  ["  &  Jjou  sleptest,  &c.  In  Oesterley's  Latin  version: 
—  Sed  iu  fusti  ita  ruralisj  quod  semel  faciem  tuam  ad  me  non  vertisli 
et  ideo  de  incurtalifate  te  comprehendo.'\ 

p.  159,  1.  30.  "I  have  [nede]  of  monye."  A.-Lat — pecuniam 
indigeo, 

p.  160, 1.  4.  ["  yf  thowe  kepe  not  ^i  day,"  Ac.   Compare  Shakspere: 

^  If  you  repay  me  not  on  such  a  day. 

In  such  a  place,  such  sum  or  sums  as  are 

Expressed  in  the  condition,  let  the  forfeit 

Be  nominated  for  an  equal  pound 
•  Of  your  fair  flesh,  to  be  cut  off  and  taken 

In  what  part  of  your  body  pleoseth  me." 

Merchant  of  Venice,  Act  I,  Sc.  iil  132.] 

p.  161,  1.  15.  "Thow  lokist  at  a  wrong  hole."  A.-Lat. — in  vanum 
loqueris, 

p.  162,  1.  32.  "  It  were  [better]  to  the."  Text  has  been  corrected 
in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat.  which  reads — melius  est, 

p.  162, 1.  2  from  bottom.  [''  with  oute  dowte  I  wolle  have  the  lawe." 

Shyl,  **  My  deeds  upon  my  head  I    I  crave  the  law. 

The  penalty  and  forfeit  of  my  bond. 
Portia,  Is  he  not  able  to  discharge  the  money  ? 
Jfassan,  Yes,  here  I  tender  it  for  him  in  the  court ; 
Tea,  twice  the  sum  ;  if  that  will  not  suffice^ 
I  will  be  bound  to  pay  it  ten  times  o*er." 

Merchant  of  Venice,  Act  IV.  Se.  i.  202.] 

p.  163, 1. 14.  [*'  l^ere  was  no  couenaunt  made  of  sheding  of  blode." 
So  Shakspere : — 
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**  Thia  bond  doth  give  thee  here  no  Jot  of  blood ; 
The  words  expressly  are  'a  pound  of  flesh  ; ' 
Take  then  thy  bond,  take  thou  thy  pound  of  flesh  ; 
But,  in  the  cutting  it^  if  thou  dost  shed 
One  drop  of  Christian  blood,  thy  lands  and  goods 
Are,  by  the  laws  of  Venioe,  confiscate 

Unto  the  state  of  Venice 

ShylocK  I  take  this  offer,  then  ;  pay  the  bond  thrice 
And  let  the  Christian  go. 
SoManio,  Here  is  the  money. 

Portia.  Soft  I 

The  Jew  shall  haye  all  justice ;  soft  I  no  haste  : 

He  shall  have  nothing  but  the  penalty 

Therefore  prepare  thee  to  cut  off  the  flesh  : 
6hed  thou  no  blood,  nor  cut  thou  less  nor  more 
But  just  a  pound  of  flesh,"  &o. 

Merchant  of  Venice^  Act  lY.  So.  I  802.] 

p.    164,   1.    15.     ['^  Bat   as    longe]    as."      A.-Lat. — sed  quamdiu 
jacetf  &c. 

This  story  has  been  printed  by  Donee  in  his  Illustrations  of 
Sbakspere,  I.  281,  from  the  Harl.  MS.  7333. 

It  has  been  closely  imitated  by  Ser  Giovanni  in  the  Pecorone,  IV. 
nov.  1,  to  a  translation  of  which  Shakspere  was  probably  indebted 
for  the  incident  of  the  bond  in  bis  "  Merchant  of  Venice,"  since  it  is 
not  probable  be  had  read  the  Englisli  version  of  the  Gesta  in  MS., 
and  this  story  is  not  included  in  the  edition  of  W.  de  Worde,  or 
those  which  followed  in  Shakspere's  time.  It  is  probably  of  Oriental 
origin,  since  similar  tales  have  been  pointed  out  in  Gladwin's  Persian 
Hoonshee,  No.  13,  and  elsewhere.  For  more  copious  remarks  on 
this  popular  story,  and  references  to  numerous  imitations,  see  the 
Notes  of  the  Commentators  on  Shakspere^s  '*  Merchant  of  Venice," 
Vol.  VII.  Ed.  1813.  Douce's  "  Illustrations,"  Vol.  I.  pp.  273—280, 
291,  Dunlop's  "History  of  Fiction,"  Vol.  II.  pp.  37a— 376,  [and 
especially  a  paper  read  by  Miss  Toulmin-Smith  before  the  New 
Shakspere  Society,  and  published  in  their  Trarisactiona  for  1875-6, 
p.  181,  on  "The  Bond  Story  in  the  Merchant  of  Venice^  and  a 
Tension  of  it  in  the  Cursor  Mundi,^ 

A  Latin  version  of  the  story  is  given  in  the  late  Mr  T.  "Wright's 
Selection  of  Latin  Stories,  edited  for  the  Percy  Society,  pp.  114 — 121, 
It  ifl  there  called,  De  milite  conventionem  facienU  cum  mercatore. 
There  is  also  a  ballad  on  "  Gemutus,  the  Jew  of  Venice,"  mentioned 
by  Dunlop,  and  printed  entire  in  the  Clarendon  Press  Series  Ed.  of 
the  "  Merchant  of  Venice,"  from  the  original  in  the  Pepysian  Library, 
Magdalen  College,  Cambridge.  The  full  title  is  "A  New  Song, 
showing  the  crueltie  of  Gemutus  a  Jewe,  who  lending  to  a  Marchant 
a  hundred  crownes,  would  hauo  a  pound  of  his  flesh,  because  he 
could  not  pay  him  at  the  day  appoynted.  To  the  tune  of  Blacke 
and  Yellow."  It  is  contained  in  Pepys'  Collection  of  Ballads,  Vol.  I. 
pp.  144 — 5,  and  is  in  two  parts,  and  consists  altogether  of  41  stanzas 


476  NOTES. 

of  4  lines  each.  It  lias  also  been  reprinted  by  Mr  Hazlitt  ia  his 
Sliakspere^s  Library,  Pt.  I.  vol.  i.,  together  with  the  *' Adventures  of 
Giannetto"  (Pecorone),  the  Gesta  Story,  and  the  Ballad  of  "The 
Northern  Lord,"  which  contains  the  story  of  the  Bond. 

See  also  "  Legends  of  the  Holy  Rood,"  E.  E.  T.  Soc,  Ed.  Morris, 
p.  110.  I  find  the  following  in  Charles  Knight's  Studies  of 
Shakspeare,  p.  232  : — 

''There  is  a  remarkable  story  told  by  Gregorio  Leti,  in  his  Life  of 
Pope  Sixius  the  Fifth,  in  which  the  debtor  and  creditor  of  Ths 
Merchant  of  Venice  change  places.  The  debtor  is  the  Jew, — the 
revengeful  creditor,  the  Christian  ;  and  this  incident  is  said  to  have 
happened  at  Borne  in  the  time  of  Sir  Francis  Drake.  Thie,  no  doubt^ 
was  a  pure  fiction  of  Leti,  whose  narratives  are  by  no  means  to  be 
received  as  authorities."] 
XLI.  p.  166,  1.  12.  ["  on  ye  of  myn  hede,"  Ac.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  text 
— dextrum  oculum  meum  eruatis  et  einistrum  oculumfiUi  mei.^ 

p.  166,  1.  23.  ["  consciens."    Lat.  text — mater  ecclesiaJ] 

p.  166,  1.  3  from  bottom.  **  that  God  may  seye,"  &c.  The  MS. 
is  evidently  here  corrupt,  and  the  text  has  been  amended  from  the 
A. -Lat.  which  reads — ut  Deus poterit  dicere,  Sicut  ego  pro  te,  &c 

In  the  Latin  printed  Edd.  this  story  is  expressly  quoted  from 
Valerius  (Maximus),  but  strangely  altered.  [The  tale  is  told  of 
Zaleucus,  the  lawgiver  of  the  Locrians,  whose  name  is  corrupted  into 
Zelongus,  and  who  is  called  Emperor.  The  passage  in  Valerias 
occurs  in  Lib.  VI.  cap.  5,  Ex.  3,  and  is  as  follows  : — ^  Zaleucus,  arbe 
Locrensiura  a  se  saluberrimis  atque  utilissimis  legibus  manita  cam 
Ulius  ejus  adulterii  crimine  damuatus,  secundum  jus  ab  ipso  consti- 
tutum,  utroqne  oculo  carere  deberet,  ac  tota  ci vitas  in  honorem  patris 
poensB  necessitatem  adolescentulo  remitteret,  aliquamdiu  repugnavit 
Ad  ultimum  precibus  populi  evictus,  suo  prius,  deinde  filii  oculo  eruto, 
usum  videndi  utrique  reliquit.  Ita  debitum  supplicii  modum  legi 
reddidit,  SBquitatis  admirabili  temperamento,  se  inter  misericordem 
patrera  et  justum  legislatorom  partitus."]  It  is  thence  quoted  by 
Bromyard  v.  Lex,  Lib.  III.  3,  and  is  also  inserted  by  Occleve  in  his 
poem,  De  Regimine  Principumy  MS.  Reg.  17,  D.  vi.  If.  60. 
ZLII.  p.  167.  [The  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  follow- 
ing extract,  dififer  considerably  in  the  beginning  of  this  tale  from  the 
English  version : — 

Erat  quidam  rex  nohilissimus  sapiens  atque  dives,  qui  uxorem 
hahuit  predilectam,  que  dehite  dilectionis  immemor  tree  fiUos  juxta  regem 
genuit,  qui  semper  erant  regis  rebelles  et  in  nullo  ei  similes.  Deinde 
de  regis  semine  quarium  filium  concepit  et  peperit  ac  nutriviL  AccidU 
auiem,  ut  finito  dierum  suorum  circulo  rex  moreretur  corpusque  suum 
regali  aarcophago  dandereiur^  Post  cujus  mortem  quatuor  filii  supradicii 
pro  dominio  regni  inceperunt  contendere.  Tandem  inter  seconcordabant^ 
ut  ad  quendam  miletem  veterem  regis  mortui  quondam  secretarium 
specialem  accederent  et  in  judicio  suo  simpliciter  se  ponereiUj  et  sic 
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/actum  est.  Miles  autem  dixtt,  &c.  The  Bret  son  sends  his  arrow 
into  the  Emperor*s  right  hand,  the  second  into  his  face,  while  the 
third  pierces  his  heart.  The  fourth  son  thus  takes  the  place  of  the 
third  in  the  English  version.] 

p.  168, 1. 2.  "  made  distaunce.**  A.-Lat  cantendebanL  The  Englisli 
phrase  is  borrowed  from  the  French.     [Compare  p.  134,  1.  13.] 

p.  168, 1.  13.  ["  he  firsto  : "  read,  "  the  firste."] 

The  story  is  probably  of  Eastern  derivation.  In  the  Cantee 
Tartares  of  Gueulette,  III.  157,  Utrecht  1737,  there  is  a  similar  one. 
See  also  the  French  fabliau  of  Lejugement  de  Salomoriy  in  Barbasan, 
III.  440,  and  Le  Grand,  II.  429.  It  is  to  be  found  also  in  Brom- 
yard's Summa  Predicantium  v.  Filiaiioy  F.  V.  17,  in  Herolt's  Promp- 
tuarium  Exemplorum,  lit.  B.  Ex.  ix ;  in  Felton's  Sermones,  MS.  Harl. 
4,  If.  256,  and  in  many  other  places.  See  Douce*s  remarks,  II.  387. 
[In  the  A.-Lat.  MSS.  Harl.  2270,  5259,  cap.  1,  and  5369,  cap.  2,  is  a 
similar  tale,  which  is  transferred  to  W.  de  Worde's  edition.  No.  2. 
See  p.  430. 

In  Notes  and  Queries,  5th  Ser.  VIII.  281,  a  version  of  this  tale 
is  quoted  by  Dr.  Sparrow  Simpson,  from  a  collection  of  MS.  Sermons 
'written  about  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  at  p. 
356  of  the  same  volume,  the  following  version  is  given  by  the  Rev. 
£.  Marshall : 

**In  Zuinger's  Thealrum  Vitce  Humance,  lib.  iv.  vol.  vii.  p.  1910, 
Basil.,  1586,  there  is  this — 

*  SatyruB,  Eumelus  et  Prytanis,  Parysad«e  Bosphori  Cimmerii  regis 
filii  (horum  enim  nomina  sequeuti  sen  historise,  seu  fabulie,  qnidam 
"veluti  larvas  induxere),  de  regno  contendebant,  quod  sibi  virtnte  et 
patris  defuncti  benevolentia  deberi  pro  se  quisque  asserebat.  Ario- 
phamis  Thracum  regis  consilio  uti  patris  cadaver  e  sepulchre  eruant, 
arbori  alligant,  arcu  conteudunt,  ut  qui  parentis  cor  sagitta  trans- 
fixisset  verus  regni  hseres  preedicaretur.  Major  mediusque  natu 
directis  arcubus,  ille  quidem  guttur,  hie  vero  pectus  medium,  illaso 
adhnc  corde  transfigit.  Natu  minimus  Eumelus,  etsi  spes  adhuo 
Bcopum  attingendi  superesset,  crudelitatem  et  impietatem  tantam 
detestatus,  regno  se  patribus  cedere  malle  dixit,  qnam  in  patris  cadaver 
impie  ssBvire.  Hoc  audi  to  rex  ille  barbarus  dignum  esse  prsedicavit, 
qui  solus  patn  in  regno  succederet :  cum  et  virtute  et  paterna 
benevolentia  ceeteris  duobus  se  superiorem  esse  hoc  ipso  manifestavit. 
Quin  etiam  fratribus  duobus  hoc  judicium  reprehendeutibus  Eumelum 
armis  suis  eo  usque  juvit,  quoad  Satyro  et  Prytani  interemptis  regno 
potitus  est.  Ne  exemplum  hoc  adtavorov  esset,  nominibus  ex 
Diodoro  mutuatis  cohonestavimus,  qui  de  horum  fratrum  bellis  lib. 
XX.  fuse  tractat.* 

This  is  inserted  in  Beyerlinck's  Magnum  Tkeatrum  Viics  Humana^ 
torn.  iv.  p.  407,  A.  Lugd.  f665. 

Cornelius  2t  Lapide,  in  his  Commentary  on  3  Kings,  iii.  25,  makes 
use  of  the  story  in  an  abridged  verBion,  and  subjoins  tiiis  remark : 
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'Sed  Diodorus  pneter  Doraina  Ariopharnis  et  filioram  regis 
Cimmeriorum  nil  tale  habet ;  quare  mihi  id  ipsnra  de  fide  historica 
Buspectum  et  mythicum  yidetur.*  ** 

This  stoiy  is  also  the  subject  of  a  ballad,  probably  published  about 
the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  under  the  title  of  ''A 
Pleasant  History  of  a  Gentleman  in  Thracia,  which  had  four  sonnes, 
and  three  of  them  none  of  his  own :  shewing  how  miraculously  the 
true  heire  came  to  enjoy  his  inheritance.'* 

This  broadside  was  reprinted  in  1847  in  Mr.  Payne  Collier^s  Book 
of  Roxhurghe  Ballads. 

The  story  is  also  found  in  the  ''  History  of  Friar  Bacon/*  in  Thom*a 
Early  English  Prose  Romances^  I.  319,  and  in  the  Talmud  Baba 
Batra,  fol.  58,  translated  in  G.  Levies  ParaboUf  LeggeruU  e  Pensieri, 
Firenze,  1861,  p.  264,  from  the  Talmudio  book  of  the  first  five  ag^ea. 
In  the  Talmud  the  sons  do  not  shoot  at  the  corpse  of  their  father,  but 
strike  his  grave. 

Alexander  Neckam  gives  the  following  version  of  the  tale  in  his 
book  De  Naluris  Rerum  : 

Cap.  clxxvi.  p.  313. 

De  adolescente  qui  nobilitate  animi  nobilitatem  generis 

declaravit. 

Erat  igitur  miles  strenuus,  rebus  abundans,  maturi  pectoris, 
nobilitate  animi,  genus  geminans.  Qui  cum  in  multis  f elices  haberet 
ad  vota  successus,  uxorem  duxit  nobilem  genere  sed  monbua 
ignobilem.  Praetulit  enim  adulterines  amplexns  amplexibus  mariti, 
et  remissioris  vits  turpibus  illecebris  corpus  exposuit.  Adveitit 
autem  miles  quod  uxor  ejus,  soluto  pudicitiee  frseno,  per  campoa 
licentiee  discurreret  impudenter.  Sed  rem  dissimulans  altnm  con- 
cepit  mente  dolorem.  Detentus  igitur  lecto  doloris,  accersiri  fecit  ad 
se  comitem  illustrem,  dominum  fundi,  cui  lacrimosis  qneestibns  et 
petitione  affectnosa  supplicavit,  ut  filium  suum  constitueret  hsredem. 
Mirari  csepit  tacitus  comes  quo  sermo  militis  tenderet,  eo  quod  duos 
milites  exercitutos  in  re  militari  filios  haberet  miles  pro  commnni 
assertione,  et  adolescentem  strenuum  nondum  cingulo  militari 
donatum.  Claudente  igitur  milite  diem  supremum,  cadaver  emor- 
tuum  erigi  jussit  comes,  exploraturum  se  asserens  quis  trium  patema 
dignus  esset  hsreditate  ;  adjecit  etiam  ilium  tanquam  heeredem  patri 
Buccessurum  qui  in  cadavers  ibidem  suspenso  validissimum  ictum 
preeberet.  Milites  duo  prsecepto  comitis  obtemperantes,  vibrantea 
hastas,  corpus  eraortuum  vulneraverunt,  ictibus  robustissimis  ipsnm 
perforantes  atrocissime.  Adolescens  autera  lanceam  quam  mann 
tenuit  abjecit,  oborto  imbre  lacrimarum,  protestans  se  tantnm  facinna 
non  aggressurum  ;  sed  et  domino  suo  et  patribus  comminans  andacter, 
indignanter  recessit.  Qui  vix  tandem  revocatus  hffireditatem  pater- 
nam  consecutus  est.] 
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XIiIII.  p.  170.  [This  story  begins  rather  differently  in  the  printed  Lat. 
£d().,  reminding  us  of  the  opening  of  Chauoer's  Clerke's  Tale :  the 
Emperor  is  said — diu  sine  uxore  vixisse.  Tandem  amid  veneruni  ad 
eum  el  dixerunt :  Domine,  bonum  est  uxorem  ducere  et  prolem  generare^ 
quia  non  est  bonum  sine  uxore  stare.  The  Emperor  demurs,  says  that 
he  has  plenty  of  money  and  everything  else  that  he  wants,  and  is  in 
fact  very  well  as  he  is,  but  still  if  they  will  find  him  a  handsome 
and  clever  virgin  he  will  have  no  objection  to  complying  with  their 
ivislies :  Such  an  one  is  found,  and  the  Emperor  wishing  ^us  sapientiam 
expeririy  sends  her  the  piece  of  cloth.] 

p.  171, 1.  9.  "  pert."     A.-Lat.  cap.  51,  subtiUs, 
p.  171,  1.  11.  ['*  iij.  ynchis."     Lat.  texts — tres  polUces.'] 
p.  171, 1.  20.  ['*  neuertheles  I  vndirtake  to  make,'*  &c.    Printed  Lat. 
Edd. — verumptamen  michi  vas   concedat,   in   quo  operari  poiero,  ei 
camisiam  satis  longam  ei  p'omitio,'\ 

p.  171,  1.  24.  [*'  honest."     Printed  Lat.*  text — preciosumS\ 
p.  172,  1.  6.  ["  power  of  the  fadir,"  &c.     See  note  to  p.  93,  1.  1.] 
p.  172,  L  18.  [The  printed  Lat.  Edd.  end  thus — ffec  videns  pater 
celestis  earn  reginam  in  celo  coronavity  ubi  pro  nobis  interpdlat  {suum 
Jilium),  et  filius  patrem,  juxta  verbum   beati   Bemardi :    0   komo^ 
aecurum  accessum  habes  ad  deum,  &c.] 
ZXiIV.  p.  172,  1.  2  from  bottom.      [The  text  has  been  amended  in 
accordance  with   the  A.-Lat.  text,    cap.   52,    which   reads — oculis 
haminum,] 

p.  173, 1.  22.  Here  is  evidently  some  corruption.  The  A. -Lat. 
in  Harl.  2270  has  it — vegetare  cum  plantiSy  sentire  cum  animalibus; 
and  Harl.  5259 — crescere  cum  arboribus,  sentire  cum  animalibus,  &c. 
Compare  p.  363,  1.  18. 

p.  173, 1.  28.  '*  that  alle  men  in  the  worlde,"  &c.  A.-Lat. — in  tanium 
quod  omnes  demones  non  possent  facere  hominem  peccare  si  sola  voluntas 
resisteret, 

[In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  (cap.  75),  the  reasons  assigned  in  the 
English  Version  by  the  first  and  third  daughters  for  not  marrying  a 
second  time  are  given  to  the  third,  those  of  the  second  to  the  first^ 
while  the  second  in  the  Latin  Version  assigns  as  her  reason — si 
virurk  alium  acciperem,  reciperem  eum  aut  propter  divicias  aut  fortitu- 
dinem  aut  pulchritudinem  ;  non  propter  divider,  quia  hdbundoj  non 
propter  fortitudinem,  quia  amicos  habeo  qui  me  defendent ;  non 
propter  pulchritttdinem^  quia  michi  tndebatur  quod  vir  meus  omnium 
erai  pulchrior  in  universo  mundo  ;  quare  concludo,  quod  nullo  modo 
virum  alium  accipere  volo.  Chapter  78  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  is  of 
a  similar  character,  but  differs  in  details,  tiiere  being  only  one 
widow.] 
ZLV.  p.  174,  1.  13.  ["  Enpridide."  MS.  corrected  in  accordance  with 
the  A.-Lat.  cap.  53,  which  reads — ne  nimis  superbiret,^ 

p.  174,  1.  2  from  bottom.  [''  Amasius."  The  translator  has  here 
mistaken  the  Latin  term  amasius  (a  lover,  gallant)  for  a  proper  name. 
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A  similar  mistake  occurs  in  the  next  tale,  p.  182,  1.  23,  wUere  the 
Addit  and  Cambridge  MSS.  give  the  name  of  the  woman  as  ^'  Amasie.^ 
Lat.  anuuia,'] 

p.  175, 1.  8.  ["  My  felowe  for  his  sothe  sawe,"  &c.  *  Printed  Lat 
£dd. — Socius  mens  moriwu  e$t  pro  veritate  et  ego  parcUuB  turn  mori 
pro  efus  veritate,^ 

p.  175,  1.  16.  **  wille.'*  The  rhythm  here  evidently  requires  that 
we  should  read  thowte.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  all  the  three 
speeches  attributed  to  the  cocks  occur  in  the  A.-Lat  MSS.,  a  con- 
vincing proof,  were  any  such  required,  of  that  text  having  been 
compiled  by  a  native  of  England.  In  the  third  instance,  MS.  Harl. 
2270,  reads,  See  and  here,  and  holde  the  stylle,  than  mff^t  thou  lyue  and 
haue  thy  wylle,  [with  which,  it  will  be  seen,  the  English  version  in 
MS.  Addit.  9066  agrees,  with  a  slight  variation.  Printed  Lat  Edd. — 
Audi,  vide,  tace^  si  vis  vivere  in  pace,'\ 

p.  176,  1.  5.  ["  iiij.  worshipis.*'  In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  30, 
triplex  honor,  the  third  and  fourth  being  treated  as  one.] 

p.  176, 1.  13.  ['Miij  hevinessia.**  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — triplicem  moUsIr 
iam  oportehat  ilium  sustinere.  Prima  est,  quod  cum  eoponebatur  in  curru 
quidam  servilis  condidonis,  ut  daretur  spes  cuiUbet  quantumcunque 
vilis  condicionis  pervenire  ad  talem  honorem  si  prohiias  merereiur. 
Secunda  molestia  erat,  qttod  iste  servus  eum  colaphizahat^  ne  nimis 
superbiret,  et  dicebat :  Nosce  te  ipsum  et  noU  superbire  de  tanto  honore  ! 
Respice  post  te  et  hominem  te  esse  memento/  Tercia  molestia  erat 
quod  ilia  die  licebat  cuilAet  dicere  in  personam  triumphantis  qiUcquid 
vellet,  scilicet  omnia  obprobria  victori,^ 

p.   177,  1.   12.  "the  Philosophir."     Aristotle  is,  apparently,  the 
authority  thus  referred  to.     That  hell  was  in  the  centre  of  the  earth, 
was  a  part  of  the  old  mundane  system  in  the  middle  ages. 
[So  Hampole,  Pricke  of  Conscience,  6441 — 6450 : 

*<  Som  clerkes  says,  als  )>e  buk  hers  witnes, 
))at  helle  even  in  myddes  ^  erthe  es : 
For  alle  erthe  by  skille  may  likend  be 
Til  a  rounde  appel  of  a  tre 
[>at  even  in  myddes  has  a  colke, 
And  Bwa  it  may  be  title  an  egge  yholke  ; 
For  als  a  dalk  es  even  Imydward 
|>e  yholke  of  \>e  egg^  when  it  es  hard, 
Ryght  swa  es  helle  pitte,  als  olerkes  telles, 
Tmyddes  )>e  erthe  and  nowewhar  elles.'* 

See  also  the  Myrroure  of  Our  Ladye,  E.  E.  T.  S.,  ed.  Blunt,  p.  805,  L 
9,  and  the  editor*s  note  at  p.  357.] 

p.  178,  1.  8.  "  and  the  more  harme  is.*'  A. -Lat. — ve  talibus  in  die 
judicii  I 

Two  stories  of  the  printed  Lat  Edd.,  viz.  Capp.  30  and  68,  are  here 
blended  into  one.  The  first  contains  the  tale  of  the  four  [three] 
honours  and  four  [three]  disgraces,  while  the  second  has  the  story  of 
the  cocks. 
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XLVI.  p.  182,  1.  6.  ["  felicia."     See  note  on  p.  174, 1.  2  from  bottom.] 

p.  184,  1.  1.  "to  make  [grete  8orow].'*  A.-Lat — dolorem  oatendere, 

p.  188, 1.  3.  ["  shirte."  A.-Lat  and  printed  Lat.  Edd. — gremium. 
Compare  MS.  Addit.  "ekirthe,'*  and  p.  334,  11.  3,  6,  and  see 
Glossary.] 

p.  188, 1.  15.  "a  certeyne  [pathe]."     A.-Lat. — per  quandam  viam, 

p.  190,  1.  16.  "  alle  in  a  morow  reysid  J)ere.'*  A.-Lat.— ^e/  omnea 
hora  vespertina  applicuerunt^  with  which  MS.  Addit.  agrees. 

p.  191,  1.  5.  [There  is  an  omission  here  which  creates  some 
obscarity,  but  is  cleared  up  by  the  reading  of  MS.  Addit.  wliich 
agrees  with  the  A.-Lat.  text — propter  temporis  diutuniitatem, 
Anuuia  vero  ^ua  credebani  eum  a  beatiia  devoratum. 

p.  193,  1.  1.  Compare  the  passage  in  the  Addit.  MS.  which  follows 
the  A«-Lat.  text. 

p.  193, 1.  2.  ''  liken  esse.  ^     Perhaps  we  should  read  "  sikenesae.** 

p.  193,  1.  11.  "aungels."  A.-Lat, — angeli  mali  cecideruntj  Jirmiter 
alii  Deo  adheaerunt,     Et  aunt  confirmati^  quod  pcccare  non  possent, 

p.  193,  1.  18.  "  with-oute  eny  twartynge."  A.-Lat. — aine  obliqui- 
kUe. 

p.  194, 1.  17.  A  few  words  after  "  translatide/'  are  omitted  in  the 
MS.,  which  are  however  supplied  by  the  Addit.  MS.  and  the  A.-Lat. 
text. 

This  story  has  been  borrowed  by  Occleve,  who  has  framed  a  poem 
on  it  [MS.  Reg.  17  D.  yi.  1.  135  6.]  (accompanied  by  a  prose  moral- 
isatlou)  which,  with  some  omissions,  was  published  by  William 
Browne  in  his  '*  Shepheard's  Pipe,"  1614.  It  is  probable  the  fiction 
came  originally  from  the  East,  as  traces  of  resemblance  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Arabian  Nighfs.  It  also  presents  perhaps  one  of  tlie 
oldest  forms  of  the  popular  story  of  Fortunatus,  respecting  wliich  see 
Douce,  llluatrationa,  II.  391 ;  Grimm^s  Haua-Mdrchen,  II.  172,  and 
III.  209,  213,  and  Gorres,  Teutachen  Volkabucher,  pp.  71 — 82. 
XLVn.  p.  197,  1.  14.  ["  halfe  my  soule."     See  note  to  p.  130, 1.  10.] 

p.  198,  1.  11.  "  [This  is]  he,"  &c.  A.-Lat  cap.  65. — Hec  eat  mora 
et  vita  mea, 

p.  204, 1.  4.  ["  shapin  and  formid  in  the  felde  of  Damaske.'*  It 
was  generally  believed  that  the  scene  of  the  creation  was  in  a  field 
whereupon  afterwards  was  built  the  city  of  Damascus.  Thus  Peter 
Comestor,  Hiatoria  Scholaatica,  ed.  1526,  fol.  vii.  says — Quaai 
quereret  aUqtda^  Remanait  homo  in  loco  vbi  factua  eatj  in  agro  acilkct 
damaaceno  f  Non.  Vbi  ergo  tranalatua  est  f  In  paradiaum,  Lydgate, 
Fall  of  Princea  (fol.  a.  6),  has — 

**  Of  slyme  of  the  erthe,  in  damascene  thefeelde 
God  made  theym  aboue  echo  creature." 

So  also  Chaucer,  Monkea  Tale^  3197 — 

*'  Lo  Adam,  in  the  felde  of  Damaacene 
With  goddes  owen  finger  wrought  was  he." 

See  also  Maondeville's  Travels,  chapt  xv.]  ^ 
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p.  204,  1.  9.  The  MS.  which  is  here  corrnpt  is  Gorrected  by  the 
Addit  MS.  9066,  which  agrees  with  the  reading  of  the  A.-Lat  text 

In  the  Latin  printed  Edd.  this  tale  is  avowedly  taken  from  Petms 
Alphonsas,  to  whom  also  the  French  fdblieun  are  indebted,  and,  at  a 
later  period,  Boccaccio,  whose  well-knoiK'n  narrative  of  Tito  and 
Gisippo,  Decameron^  x.  8,  became  so  popular  throughout  Europe.  To 
the  A.-Lat.  Creata,  in  all  probability,  Lydgate  was  indebted  for  his 
version  of  the  story,  entitled  Fabula  duorum  mercaiorwn^  de  et  super 
OetUs  Romanorum^  MS.  Harl.  2251,  If.  56.  Compare  the  Elastem 
stories  in  Cardonne*s  Melanges  de  liUerat  Orient,  L  1  (Valerias 
Maximus,  lib.  iv.  cap.  7),  and  ScotVs  Tales  fivm  the  Persian,  &a,  p. 
253,  ed.  1800  :  and  for  numerous  references  to  later  imitators,  consult 
Le  Grand,  III.  230  ;  Warton  [ed.  Hazlitt,  1. 285 ;  Donlop,  IL  345,  &c. , 
and  Cent.  Nouvelles  Nouvelles,  V.  nauv.  28], 
XLVIII.  p.  20f^,  1.  1.  ["  Dolfinus."  Printed  Lat.  Edd.— CbniYMfu*.  In 
this  version  the  forester  becomes  an  earl — Leopoldus  nomine  qui, 
tram  regis  metuens,  cum  uxors  stut  in  sUvam  fugiens^  in  quodam  tre- 
gurio  latetabat.^ 

p.  206,  1.  14.  The  edition  of  W.  de  Worde,  No.  42,  has  here  an 
explanatory  passage  not  in  the  A.-Lat.  text. — *^  In  that  tyme  as  it 
befelle,  the  fosters  wyfe  was  traueylynge  of  chylde  in  another  diambre 
by,  and  was  dolyuered  that  same  nyght  of  a  fayre  son.** 

p.  207,  1.  12.  ["  a  childe  is  borne,"  &c.  Printed  Lat  Edd. — hie 
puer  primogenitus  gener  twu  eritJ\ 

p.  207,  1.  13.  ["  whenne  fe  Emperour,"  &c.  to  "  take  the  childe  to 
hem  "  (p.  208,  1.  16).     Omitted  in  the  printed  Lat  Edd.] 

p.  207,  1.  17.  '^  Gode  save  it."  Instead  of  this  blessing  the  A.- 
Lat.  cap.  56,  has — At  ills,  ^  Edaniy  domine,  uxor  mea  peperit*  Ail 
imperator,  ^Ostende  mihipuerum,*  Et  ita  factum  est;  with  which  the 
Addit  MSL  and  W.  de  Worde*s  edition  agree. 

p.  210, 1.  4.  ["  a  yonge  pigge."     Printed  Lat  Edd. — Iq^orem^ 

p.  211,  1.  10.  "  xiiij."     A.-Lat— «rc«fo«m.     W.  de  Worde, »'  xv." 

p.  212,  1.  9.  A  passage  is  here  missing,  as  shown  by  the  A. -Lat 
text,  which  is  supplied  by  the  version  in  MS.  Addit  9066,  and  W. 
de  Worde's  ed. 

p.  213,  L  9.  p<  the  castelle  of  a  kny3t"  Printed  Lat  Edd. — in 
quondam  ecclesiamJ\ 

p.  214,  1.  17.  [*'  weddid  the  damsell.**  In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  we 
are  told — nupcie  Aquisgrani  celebrate  sunt.^ 

p.  218, 1.  5.  "  The  first  voyse  shalle  be  in  the  day  of  dome.**  This 
passage  stands  thus  in  MS.  Harl.  5259,  and  MS.  Harl.  2270  pr.  m. ; 
but  in  the  latter  a  second  hand  has  inserted  ignis.  The  true  reading 
is  preserved  in  MS.  Harl.  5369 — Prima  vox  contra  peecatorem  in  de 
judicii  est  cotlum,  which  is  followed  by  MS.  Addit  9066.  In  W.  de 
Worde's  edition  the  whole  of  the  Morality  from  this  paragraph  is 
omitted. 

p.  218, 1.  9.  There  is  here  an  additional  sentence  in  the  A.-Lat 
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text : — AUamo  Hbi  opera,  et  varietates  dwenas  iemporis  solacium  tihi 
prebeo.     It  is  not  in  Had.  5369  [nor  the  printed  Lat.  editions.] 

p.  219,  1.  9.  "he  ledithe  [her  to]  the  empire."  A.-Lat. — et  sic 
ipsam  ad  imperium  celeste  ducit. 

Mr.  Ck>nybeare,  in  a  pencil  note  on  the  margin  of  MS.  Addit.  90G6, 
conjectured  this  story  to  be  of  Oriental  origin,  and  his  conjecture  is 
confirmed  by  the  Melanges  de  Utter.  OrienLy  II.  76,  and  the  Contes 
Turcs  of  Gallaud,  1707. 

It  is  told  in  the  Golden  Legend^  foL  ccclxxxxvii.b.  under  the  Life 
of  Pope  Pelagian.  In  the  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  20,  the  fiction  assumes  an 
historical  character.  See  Grimm *s  Deutsche  Sagen,  II.  480,  and 
Haus-Marchen,  III.  373.  [In  1650  was  published  a  book  with  the 
title,  ''  Pocula  Castalia,"  by  R[obert]  B[aron],  gen.,  one  of  the  poems 
in  which,  entitled  Tv\na^'ipa^  or  "  Fortune^s  Tennis- Ball,"  is  founded 
on  this  tale.] 
TTfTX  p.  219.  "Damascenus."     W.  de  Worde,  "  Sauracinus. 

p.  219,  L  1  from  bottom.  «  Pompeius."  W.  de  Worde,  «Pon- 
cianu&" 

p.  220,  1.  10.  ["  bordell."     Print.  Lat— aJtt//mo.] 

p.  220, 1.  129.  ["  afterward."    Printed  Lat.  Edd.— po««  mensem.'] 

p.  221,  1.  3.  "  anoone  he  caste  of,"  &c.  In  W.  do  Worde,  "  and 
anone  he  vnclothed  hym  silfe  naked,  save  his  breche  ;  "  and  so  in  the 
A.-Lat.  text. 

p.  221,  1.  10.  "benefice  of  [the  law]."  A.-Lat. — heneficium 
legis, 

p.  221, 1.  14.  "  an  hie  voyse,"  &o.  The  A.-Lat.  [and  printed  Lat. 
Edd.]  add  what  is  here  omitted,  cujus  clamorem  audivit  mileSj  «cil. 
dominus  noster,  &c.,  with  which  agrees  W.  de  Worde. 

p.  222,  1.  22.  *'  Isaye."  So  also  in  the  A.-Lat  and  printed  Lat 
Edd.,  but  the  passage  referred  to  is  in  Jeremiah  xlvi.  12. 

p.  223,  1.  5.  <*  the  gospelle."  It  is  in  Revelat  iii.  20. 

p.  223,  1.  15.  "  Holye  writ."     In  W.   de  Worde,  '*  the  prophet 
Isaye."     The  passage  really  does  occur  in  Lamentations  i.  12. 
L.  p.  224,  1.  1.  [*'  to  age."     Printed  Lat.  Ead, — ad  etatem  legiiimam.] 

p.  224,  1.  14.  The  MS.  is  here  faulty,  and  has  been  corrected  by  the 
A.-Lat  text,  cap.  58.  Cur  paras  mihi  mortem  9  In  deliciis  nutrivi 
<e,  et  omnia  mea  tua  sunt.  With  this  agrees  MS.  Addit.  9066,  and, 
with  a  slight  verbal  variation,  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  9. 

p.  225,  1.  9.  ["  kiste  him."  The  printed  Lat  Edd.  are  much 
fuller — osculatus  est  eum  et  ait :  o  fili  dileciissime,  ammodo  nonpecces, 
esto  michi  Jidelis  filius,  et  ero  tibi  graciosus  pater.  Et  hoc  dicta  induit 
eum  vestimentis  preciosiSy  et  eum  secum  ad  domum  duxit  et  magnum 
convivium  satrapis  imperii  fecit.  Post  hec  perpaucos  dies  vixit  et  vitam 
in  pace  fimvit,  filius  veto  regnum  obtinuit^  et  satis  prudenter  regebat.  In 
fine  vera  vite  efus  cum  morideberet,  vexillum  per  totum  imperium portari 
fecit  et  omnibus  ostendit^  in  quo  scriptum  erat :  omnia  transiunt  preler 
amare  deum.] 
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p.  226,  1.  3.  The  passage  here  quoted  is  partly  taken  from  Canticles 
vi.  12,  and  partly  from  Jeremiah  iii.  1. 

p.  226, 1.  12.  John  xix.  11. 

The  original  of  this  story  may  be  found  in  Valerius  Maximns,  lib. 
T.  cap.  9,  and  is  quoted  by  John  Felton,  the  author  of  the  Sermons 
in  MS.  Harl.  5396,  pt  2,  Sermon  28. 
LI.  p.  227,   1.   11.  <'ouer  his  hede.'*     A.-Lat. — ultra  caput  leeH,  with 
which  the  Cambridge  MS.  agrees. 

p.  228,  1.  6.  "  Yf  hope  were  not,  herte  shulde  breke."  In  Brom- 
yard's Summa  Predicant,  fol.  1484,  I  find  the  following  illustration  of 
this  saw :  **  Qualis  autem  tunc  erit  cordi  dolor,  patet  in  parte  per  hoc 
quod  modo  communiter  dicitur,  quando  quis  dura  patitur,  Si  9pes  non 
esset^  cor  frangeretur,  Fert  de  quodam  magno,  qui  tali  verbo  a 
quodam  fatuo  coram  eo  dicto,  ad  magiiam  compunctionem  de  peccatis 
Buis  conversus  est.  Cum  enim  audiente  fatuo  quidam  diceret,  Si  spes 
noneaset^  cor  frangeretur  ^  adjecit  fatuus,  'qualis  ergo  pena  erit,  ubi  nee 
spes  est  de  liberatione  nee  cor  frangi  potest ; '  quod  dominus  audfens, 
suspirans  ait,  'y  poyse  moy,  quod  audivi  istud  verbum  a  stulto.*" 
V.  Damnatio,  D.  i.  13. 

[A  still  earlier  instance  occurs  in  Hampole,  Priche  of  Conscience, 
ed.  Morris,  11.  7251—7266. 

**  In  hell,  he  says,  es  na  redempoyoune 
Thurgh  na  help  of  frende ;  for  na  devocyone 
Of  prayer,  ne  almusdede,  ne  messe. 
May  l^am  helpe,  ne  f^air  payn  mak  les. 
A  strange  payn  sall^  pis  be  in  helM 
Evermare  )>us  in  despayre  to  dwells, 
With  outen  hope  of  recouverere. 
\)\b  passes  all^  ^e  payns  of  l^is  lyfe  here. 
For  here  has  na  man  payn  swa  Strang, 
p&t  he  ne  has  som  tyme  hope  omang 
Outher  of  remedy  l^at  men  may  kast, 
Or  )>at  it  salltf  end  and  noght  ay  last ; 
Elles  Buld  l^e  hert>  thurgh  sorow  and  care, 
Ouer-tyte  f^le,  warn  som  hope  ware  ; 
Ffor  in  sorow  here  hope  oomfortes  best, 
And  men  says,  warn  hope  vrare  it  suld  barest. "i 

In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  10,  this  story  is  told  differently.  The 
Emperor,  who  is  named  Vespasianus,  causes  two  rings  to  be  made, 
one  of  which  bears  an  image  of  memory,  the  other  of  oblivion,  and 
the  latter  when  given  to  his  wife  causes  her  to  forget  him.  It  is  not 
a  little  remarkable  that  the  same  story  is  quoted  in  Petrus  Berchorius, 
Reduct.  Moral,  lib.  xiv.  cap.  71,  p.  279,  ed.  of  1631,  and  is  perhaps 
taken  from  Petrus  Comestor's  Historica  Schokistica,  Exod.  cap.  vi., 
from  which  it  is  quoted  by  Vincent  de  Beauvais,  Spec.  Hist.  lib.  II. 
cap.  2.  It  appears  evidently  to  have  been  a  Rabbinical  tradition  told 
of  Moses  after  his  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Ethiopia. 
Josephus  is  given  as  the  authority,  but  although  that  historian  men- 
tions the  marriage  of   Muses  to  Tharbis,  the  Ethiopian   princess 


NOTES.  485 

(AiUiq,  Jud.  II.  10),  yet  be  is  silent  as  to  any  other  part  of  the 
stoiy. 
UL   p.   230.    "Protbeus."      Harl.   2270,   cap.  60,  reads    incorrectly, 
Dronicus ;  Harl.  5259,  Drochetis,  and  Harl.  3132,  Dorotheu8^  which 
is  correct,  and  agrees  with  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  14. 

p.  231, 1.  20.  [**  thow  art  my  loye  and  my  solas."  Printed  Lat. 
Edd. — tu  €8  urdcusfilitLs  mens  et  gaudium  ei  dimidium  anima  tnee.  See 
note  to  chapt.  zxxiii.  p.  130, 1.  10.] 

p.  231,  1.  24.   "  [Thow]  hadde  lever.**     A,-Lat — malles  tu  quam, 

p.  231,  1.  31.  «*  Showe  wot  wel,"  &c.  A.'L&t—Et  ilia,  Bene  Ubi 
constat,  et  prcecipue  mihiy  &c. 

p.  232,  1.  21.   [The  reference  seems  really  to  be  to  Malacbi  ii.  10.] 

p.  232,  1.  29.  '*  the  Apostle  ad  ffebreoa.**  The  same  reference  is 
given  in  the  A.-Lat.  MSS.  and  the  printed  Lat.  text,  but  no  such 
passage  is  to  be  found  in  the  Epistl^to  the  Hebrews.  It  may  perhaps 
be  taken  from  the  Gloss. 
LITT.  p.  233,  1.  23.  "  xx.  yere."  W.  de  Worde,  No.  24,  reads,  "  x.  yere," 
and  so  Lat.  printed  Edd.  cap.  112. 

p.  233,  1.  27.  ['^  presaunce.**  More  correctly,  perhaps,  plesaunce, 
as  in  the  A.-Lat  and  W.  de  Worde's  edit,  which  reads,  '*for  to 
please  his  wyfe."] 

p.  233,  1.  33.  "  and  saw  his  vryne."  W.  de  Worde,  **  and  groped 
bis  ponces  and  his  vaynes.*' 

p.  234,  L  2.  '*  bade  grete  mystir.**  A.-Lat.  deaperabant,  [Printed 
Lat.  Edd.— omnea  earn  ad  mortem  judicabant.^ 

p.  234,  1. 10.  ''and  thenne  whenne,"&c.  to  ^'comforted  the.*'  This 
paragraph  is  omitted  in  the  A.-Lat  MSS.,  in  W.  de  Worde,  and  in 
the  printed  Lat.  Editions. 

p.  234, 1.  12.  [**  my  presence  was  and  is,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — 
noverca  mea^  quando  me  videt^  gravatur ;  si  loquoTj  incendiiur  dolor ; 
si  tangam  earn,  extra  se  ipsam  rapitur ;  et  ideo  nichil  magis  expedit 
egris  curandis  nisi  dare  eis  quod  volunt  et  quod  desiderant,  and  so  the 
A.-Lat  text]  In  W.  de  Worde  it  reads  thus :  '*  But  whan  my  step- 
moder  sawe  me,  she  swelled  for  anger,  and  waxed  euyll  at  ease,  and 
therfore  yf  I  sbolde  speke  to  her,  her  sorowe  wolde  encrease,  and  yf 
I  tonche  her,  she  wolde  be  frome  her  self.'* 

p.  234,  1.  13.  •*  entermete."     W.  de  Worde,  "  medell  with." 

p.  234,  1.  22.  [The  printed  Lat  Edd.  add— ^^  sic  per  tales 
dUegaciones  fiUus  evasit  et  noverca  defuncta  est,^ 

p.  235,  1.  1.  "  Ande  therefor  "  to  "  his  dethe."  Omitted  in  W.  de 
Worde.  In  the  A. -Lat.  text  the  passage  is  rather  fuller,  [while  the 
Moralisation  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  is  altogether  different] 

p.  235,  1.  5.  "  [no]  trayne."     A.-Lat — non  invettitur  vestigium. 
LIV.  p.  136, 1.  2.   There  is  some  obscurity  here,  owing  to  an  omission 
of  the  scribe.    In  the  A.-Lat.  cap.  62,  we  read — Et  Cornelius  superaiua 
est,  et  graviter  vulneratus  est.    Alius  vero  miles  simili  modo  vulneratus 
est^  sed  vicioriam  obtinuit,  &a 
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The  catastrophe  is  tlie  same  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  113. 
Swan  is  mistaken  in  saying  this  story  corresponds  with  cap.  66  of  the 
Lat.  Edd.     The  corresponding  story  to  cap.  66,  is  No.  IX.  above. 
LV.  p.  237, 1.  4.  '*  Clipodius."     Harl.  MS.  5369,  cap.  20,  Lipodiut,  and 
so  W.  de  Worde.     [Printed  Lat.  Edd.  PippinusJ] 

p.  237,  1.  28.  ["what  dade  she oper.**     Omitted  in  the 

printed  Lat  Edd.] 

p.  238,  1.  18.  "  chosene  creatures  and  wiokid  creatonrs."     Electi  et 
reprobi,"  Harl.  MS.  6369,  and  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  116. 
LVL   p.  238.      "Polemius."      W.  de   Worde,  cap.   21,  •*  Pelennns,'* 
corrupted  from  Harl.  5369,  FoUenius,^    Lat  printed  Edd.  cap.  91, 
PoliniuB, 

p.  239, 1.  6.  ["  fote."     Printed  Lat  Edd.  crura.] 

p.  239, 1.  13.  The  text  is  corrupt,  bat  may  be  corrected  from  W.  de 
Worde:  *^I  lye  vpryght  in  My  bedde,  and  there  droppeth  water 
vpon  bothe  m3me  eyen,  and  for  the  grete  slowth  that  I  haae,'*  &c. 
So  also  the  A.-Lat  MSS.  [and  printed  Lat  Edd. — dum  9upemu9  in 
lecto  jaceo  et  gutU  aque  propter  magnam  pigridam  wiper  caput  et  super 
utrumque  oculum  cadunt,  &c.] 

This  story  is  quoted,  together  with  the  Moralite,  in  Holkot's 
MoralitateSf  cap.  47,  MS.  Heg.  6,  E.  IIL  1£  228&.;  in  Bromyard's 
Summa  Predicantium  v.  Acddia,  A.  VIII.  17,  and  in  Felton*s  Sermone*^ 
MS.  Harl.  4,  Ifl  49b.  ;  and  a  similar  story  occurs  in  Orimm*8  Hous- 
Marchen^  II.  274,  taken  from  Pauli*s  work,  entitled  Schimpf  und  Emsi^ 
cap.  243.  See  his  notes,  III.  244,  for  additional  references.  It  may 
also  be  noticed  that  in  the  early  edition  of  the  Fables  of  iSsop,  Avian. 
&c.,  printed  by  Sorg  at  Augsburg,  b,  a,  among  the  ExtravaganteM^ 
fab.  13,  is  a  story,  the  latter  part  of  which  resembles  the  present^  of  a 
man  who  gave  a  mill  to  the  most  slothful  of  his  three  sons. 
LVn.  p.  240,  1.  7.  "  howe  that"     A.-Lat  cap.  65,  quomodo. 

In  one  of  the  stories  in  the  Notte  PiaceooU  of  Straparola,  IV.  3,  fol. 
120b.  ed.  Venet  1586,  a  similar  measure  is  adopted  to  kill  the  dragon 
who  guards  the  singing  apple.  [Compare  No.  CXLV,  in  the  Appendix 
to  this  volume.] 
LVm.  p.  241,  L  26.  [''  they  too  yede  to-geder  in  pilgrimage,"*  &c. 
Printed  Lat.  Edd. — amho  ad  quoddam  bellum  perrexerunt  et  nullum 
helium  erat  commissumj  &c.] 

p.  242, 1.  5.  The  reason  given  for  the  death  of  the  second  is  omitted. 
A.-Lat.  cap.  66,  gives — quia  cauea  mortis  commiUtoms  Juisti^  which 
are  the  very  words  used  by  Seneca  in  telling  the  same  story  of  Cneins 
Piso,  De  Ira,  lib.  I.  cap.  16,  opp.  p.  504,  ed.  Paris  1619.  Chaucer  has 
introduced  the  same  story  from  Seneca  into  his  ''Sompnoures  Tale." 
LIX.  p.  242,  last  line.  "  fon."  A.-Lat.  cap.  67,  stuUam,  [Printed  Lat 
Edd. — non  prudentem,] 

p.  243,  11.  1,  17,  27.  The  confusion  of  genders  here  is  remaikable. 
See  a  similar  instance  in  No.  VII.  p.  17,  11.  23,  26,  [and  in  W.  do 
Worde,  No.  IIL  p.  435,  IL  26,  29.] 
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p.  243, 1,  6.  ["he  harde  a  voyse,"  &o.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.— »ctt< 
quondam  CLsine  Balaam^  &c.] 

p.  243,  1.  23.  ["the  whiche  lakyn."]  My  anthority  for  this 
emendation  is  the  A.-Lat.  text,  which  reads — qui  indigent  omni  die 
lacU"  In  the  Lat.  £dd.,  the  reason  given  by  the  wife  for  the 
serpent's  destruction  is  the  acquisition  of  the  treasure  amassed  in  the 
reptile's  hole  ;  a  belief  found  in  the  popular  mythology  both  of  the 
Eastern  and  Northern  nations. 

This  story  occurs  in  the  Latin  ^SIsop,  and  a  similar  one  in  Marie 
de  France,  fab.  Izxv.  vol.  II.  p.  315,  8vo.  1820.  See  Swan's  Gesta, 
n.  454,  and  Le  Grand,  IV.  389.  In  Grimm's  ffaus-MarcTien  are 
several  tales  belonging  to  this  class  of  fictions,  II.  102,  and  hereto 
must  also  be  referred  the  Swiss  legend  of  the  Snake-king,  in  the 
Deutiche  Sagen^  I.  302,  8vo.  1816. 

p.  248,  1.  9.  "  Now  whenne  the  Emperour,"  &o.  What  here 
follows  presents  a  remarkable  and  unusual  instance  of  the  English 
translator's  departure  from  bis  original  text,  A.-Lat.  cap.  68,  which 
latter  is  correctly  represented  in  the  edition  of  W.  de  Worde,  No.  23. 
^  Whan  the  Emperour  with  his  lyon  was  brought  in,  y*  lyon  anone, 
without  ony  comforte  or  settynge  on,  ranne  vpon  the  yonge  knyght 
that  was  but  newely  weddede,  and  slewe  hym,  and  whan  he  had  soo 
done,  he  ran  vpon  thempresse,  and  deuoured  her  to  the  harde  bones, 
before  all  the  lordes  of  liie  empyre." 

p.  249,  1.  11.  The  mention  of  the  Saint  is  omitted  in  W.  de 
Worde. 

p.  249,  1.  25.  **the  Prophete."  The  quotation  is  in  Psalm  xci.  15, 
16.  The  mistake  is  probably  owing  to  the  transcriber,  [perhaps  we 
should  read,  as  in  p.  292,  1.  1,  where  the  same  verse  is  quoted, 
*'  dauid  )}e  prophete."] 

The  incident  of  the  grateful  lion  was  appropriated  at  an  early 
period  by  the  French  romancers,  and  thence  transferred  into  the 
English  romance  of  Ywaine  and  Gawain.  See  Ritson,  Metr,  Romances^ 
Vol.  I.,  and  also  Folton's  SermonM^  MS.  Harl.  4,  leaf  31,  and  the  Liber 
FeativaliSy  leaf  xxxi.  ed.  1496.  [See  an  abbreviated  version  of  this 
tale  in  No.  CGXVI.  in  the  Appendix.] 
~.  p.  250, 1.  2.  "  Eufemius."     A.-Lat.  cap.  69 — Eufemianus. 

p.  250,  1.  13.  "  [God]  wot."     A.-Lat.  novU  Dominus, 

p.  250,  1.  18.  [See  note  to  chapt.  xxii.  p.  72,  1.  20.] 

p.  250, 1.  33.  [''  so  longe."  Printed  Lat  Edd.— circa  dimidium 
annum,] 

p.  251, 1.  12.  [*«her  two  myle  hens,"  &o.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — 
hie  prope  est  unu9  miles  senex  consiliarius  patris  nosU,  de  cujus  consilio 
pater  noster  semper  est  operatus.  Voceiur  ills  et  sub  sigillo  confesuonis 
omnia  ei  dicemus,li 

p.  251,  1.  24.  [<<  lordes  and  cheveteynis."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. 
satrapas,] 

p.  252, 1.  28.  ''  a  ler  tonne."     A«-Lat.  dolium  vacuum. 
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p.  253,  1.  5.  ['^pnrpur  and  biase.**  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — cum 
pannis  aericis  ac  deauratUj] 

p.  253, 1.  11.  ["plesaunce  of  the  lady."  Here  the  printed  Lat 
Edd.  add — cum  dolium  projectum  in  mart  fuisset  mile*  ianuUu  jvLsia 
mare  atetit,  quatndiu  dolium  naiare  videret] 

p.  254, 1.  31.  [''  a  grete  Duke."  Printed  Lat  Edd. — quidam  dux 
Burgundie,^ 

p.  255,  1.  10.  ["  It  come  to  a  certen  citee,"  &c.  The  Yerdon  in 
the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  is  rather  different.  According  to  it  the  Yessel 
containing  the  child  is  carried  by  the  sea  near  the  walls  of  a  certain 
monastery.  The  Abbot,  happening  to  be  walking  on  the  sea-shore, 
sees  the  vessel  and  orders  it  to  be  brought  to  land.  In  accordance 
with  the  request  on  the  tablets  he  causes  the  child  to  be  baptised, 
giving  him  his  own  name,  Qregory,  and  commits  him  to  a  fisherman 
to  be  brought  up.  This  fisherman  has  a  son  whom  Gregory  while 
at  play  strikes  with  a  ball,  whereupon  he  complains  to  his  mother. 

The  remainder  of  the  tale  agrees  with  the  English  version.] 

p.  255,  1.  28.  [''at  his  hede  a  snmme  of  golde,'*  &c.  In  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  the  gold  is  stated  to  have  been  intended  for  the 
child's  support,  and  the  silver  for  his  education.] 

p.  256, 1.6.  ["  freudricus."  The  reading  "  freudrico  "  is  evidently 
an  error  of  the  scribe  in  copying  the  latin  exactly  :  dixit  freudrico,^ 

p.  256,  1.  18.  [''  I  have  her  a  dow3ter/*  &a  Printed  Lat  Edd. 
— omnea  monachi  in  domo  eanstentes  miro  modo  te  diligfunt  intanlhim  quod 
post  diacesaum  m^um  in  abbaiem  te  jpromovebuniji 

p.  257, 1.  2.  ["  host"     Compare,  p.  89, 1.  31.] 

p.  257, 1  7.  **  this  is  the  [citee]."  The  text  has  been  amended  by 
the  A.-Lat  which  reads — iatud  eat  imperium. 

p.  258,  1.  3.  [''  ouercome  the  duke."  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — ad 
ducem  pervenit,  quern  in  eodem  loco  occidit  ei  caput  ^us  ampuiavU  et 
vicioriam  obtinuitj^ 

p.  258,  1.  17.  "  And«  not  but  yf  he  hathe,"  &c.  A.-LaA.'-videaiU 
ergo  quod  optimum  aalarium  habeat^  ed  quod  bene  meruit.^^ 

p.  260,  1.  3.  "  that  I  shalle  not  passe  this  bedde."  A.-Lat. — de  iato 
lecto  non  aurgam. 

p.  260,  1.  11.  "I  have  [bene]  norisshide,  noricde,**  &c.  A.-Lat 
— nutrituafui^  doctua,  et  educatua. 

p.  200,  1.  24.  [**A1  dere  modir,"  &c.  Lat. — Ve  mihi,  re,  ecee 
mater  mea,  arnica  mea,  uxor  mea  /] 

p.  260,  1.  29.  ''thi  selfe  [hast  saide]."  A.-Lat— ctim  tu  ipae 
dixiati. 

p.  260,  1.  32.  "  that  euer  I  were  brede.*'  A.-Lat — quod  unquam 
nattu  eram, 

p.  261,  I.  26.  "  glorious."  A.-Lat  Hari.  MS.  2270,  gracioaam. 
Omitted  in  5259,  which  also  refers  the  angelic  nature  to  the  son,  and 
the  human  nature  to  the  daughter. 

p.  262, 1.  33.  "  made  [a  feste]."     A.-Lat.— ccsmitfi  dediL 
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The  original  of  this  story  is  the  Latin  legend  of  St.  Gregory,  trans- 
ferred to  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  of  the  Gesta,  cap.  81,  from  the  ancient 
Latin  legendaries  of  the  middle  ages,  and  also  found,  with  a  change 
of  name,  in  the  Vita  S.  Alhini,  preserved  amongst  the  MSS.  of  the 
Vatican  Library,  cod.  Urbin.  456  (xiv.  cent.).  From  the  Latin  it  was 
translated  into  verse  by  Hartman  Von  Owe,  a  German  poet  of  the 
beginning  of  the  13th  century,  and  is  printed  in  Greith*s  Spicilegium 
V<Uicanum^  1838,  p.  150,  accompanied  by  a  prefatory  account  An 
English  metrical  version  of  nearly  equal  antiquity  is  preserved  in 
MS.  Gott  Cleopatra,  D.  ix.,  and  in  several  otlier  MSS.  which  yet 
remains  inedited.  Some  incidents  of  the  story,  for  instance,  the 
exposure  of  the  child  and  the  unnatural  marriage,  occur  in  the  Eng- 
lish romance  of  Sir  Degore  (Utterson's  Popular  Poetry^  i.  117,  and 
Ellis^s  Metrical  Romances^  iii.  358),  and  the  latter  circumstance  is 
also  in  the  romance  of  Sir  Eglamour-  [TAomtora  Romances,  Camden 
Soc.  ed.  Halliwell],  and  has  also  formed  the  groundwork  of  Horace 
Walpole's  Mysterious  Mother,  For  notices  of  later  Italian  and 
French  imitations  see  Dunlop^s  History  of  Fiction,  ii.  462. 
Tf^TT  p.  263,  1.  9.  "SolemiuB.'*  A.-Lat.  cap.  71,  PolenUus,  agreeing 
with  MS.  Add  it.  9066.  The  Cambridge  MS.  reads  Remultis,  and 
Wynkyn  de  Worde,  Folemus, 

p.  263,  1.  11.  "of  Tunyke."  So  read  the  best  A.-Lat  MSS.,  but  in 
Harl.  MS.  2270,  a  second  hand  has  corrected  Tunice  into  Tutonice, 
and  so  it  stands  in  Harl.  MS.  5369,  whence  in  W.  de  Worde,  No.  25, 
we  read,  "  the  kyngis  doughter  of  Duchelonde. 

p.  264, 1.  10.  "  a  man.*'  So  MSS.  Harl.  2270  and  5259,  unus  fuii 
assignatus ;  but  MS.  Harl.  5369  has  quedam  mulier,  while  W.  de 
Worde  agrees  with  Ma  Addit.  9066. 

p.  264,  1.  12.  *'opyne."     A.-Lat  apertum, 

p.  265, 1.  22.  ''  I  am  the  sone  of  dethe."     A,-JjBt.  Jilius  mortis  sum. 
Cf.  p.  2, 1.  8.     The  expression  is  taken  from  the  Vulgate,  2  Sam. 
xii.  5. 
LXin.  p.  270, 1.  10.  "of  such  a  dede  man.'*     A. -Lat  [and  printed 
Lat  texts]  defuncti, 

p.  271, 1.  11.  [Hazlitt,  Proverbs  and  Proverbial  Phrases^  under  the 
proverb 

**  The  Devil  was  sick,  the  Devil  a  monk  would  be  ; 
The  Devil  was  well,  the  Devil  a  monk  was  he," 

gives  the  usual  Latin  form — 

**  Agrotat  DcBfiion^  monaehus  tune  esse  volebat ; 
Omvaluit  Damon,  talis  ut  antefuity 

Withals,  IMU  DicHonarie  for  Children,  ed.  1634,   p.    306,  has  a 
curious  rendering  of  the  Latin  : 

"  Dismon  lang%tehat,  monaehus  bonus  esse  volebat.** 
**  The  Divell  was  sick  and  orazie, 
Good  would  the  Monke  be,  but  that  he  was  lasie."] 
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p.  274,  ].  9.  Here,  as  will  be  seen,  tliere  is  an  omiasioa  which  is 
sapplied  by  the  Add  it.  MS. 

p.  274,  laflt  line.  '*  Hatene.'*  '  A.-Lat.  ocddunt. 

Mr.  Douce  has  noted  in  MS.  that  this  stoiy  occars  in  the  Liher 
FestivaUs,  but  I  do  not  find  it  there. 
LXIV.  p.  276.  Tlie  substance  of  this  singnlar  tale  is  incorporated  with 
the  old  ballad  of  "  A  warning-piece  to  England,  against  pride  and 
wickedness.**  £vaD*s  Old  Ballads,  U.  269,  ed.  1810.  [It  is  not  in 
the  printed  Lat  editions.] 
IXV.  p.  279.  "Ciclades."  MS.  Bodl.  857,  CucUdei.  HarL  6369, 
Declidets.     W.  de  Worde,  No.  31,  "  Ebolydes." 

p.  285,  1.  4.  ["  3afe  pe  stiwarde  hire  blessing  with  ])e  lefte  honde  :  * 
«.  e.  cursed  him.  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  instance  of  a  similar 
expression  :  but  in  Ireland  a  ^  left-handed  blessing  **  is  not  at  all  an 
uncommon  euphemism  for  a  curse.] 

p.  286,  L  1.  ['*  as  he  went  to  }e  wode.*'  Printed  Lat  Edd.  add— 
et  inttrumenium  ferreum  ut  ligna  scindetet  wm  habereiJ] 

p.  286,  1.  9.  [^  threfolde  colour.*'  Lat.  text — ex  una  parte  erat 
albua  ;  ex  alia  niger  ;  ex  tercia  rubicundue,^ 

p.  288, 1.  6.  ["  M*.  marke."    Printed  Lat  tent— irieenios  ftorenos.] 

p.  291, 1.  13.  ['*  Mardoche.*'  This,  the  Greek  form  of  the  name 
Mordecai,  occurs  in  the  apocryphal  continuation  of  the  Book  of  Esther.] 

p.  292, 1.  1.  [See  note  to  p.  249, 1.  26.] 

p.  292, 1.  3.  '*  drawithe  out"  A.-Lat. — traxit  Deum  ad  Be.  Cf. 
Addit  MS.  9066. 

p.  294, 1,  2.  ["  a  threfold  colour.'*  Lat  text — tile  lapia  erat  nigtr, 
rubicunduSf  pulcher  et  albue ;  sic  Ckristas  spedosus  forma  pre  Jiliis 
hominum ;  item  niger  erat  per  passionemf  rubicundus  per  sanguinis 
effu8ionem!\ 

This  story  is  found,  with  a  considerable  variation,  in  Simeon  Seth's 
Qreek  translation  of  the  CaUla  u  Dimnah^  printed  by  Starkius,  8^ 
Berol.  1697,  p.  444,  and  also  from  the  Humaxoun  Nameh,  a  Persian 
version  of  the  same  celebrated  work,  in  Cardonne's  Melanges  de  liil. 
Orient  I.  269.  It  is  also  related  by  Matthew  Paris,  under  the  year 
1195,  as  an  occurrence  (the  scene  of  which  is  fixed  at  Venice)  which 
Richard  the  First  was  accustomed  to  repeat  against  ungrateful 
persons,  Opp,  I.  179,  ed.  1640.  Gower  has  versified  it  from  the 
Oesta  in  the  Confessio  Amantis,  lib.  V.  fol.  98,  ed.  1654.  Compare 
the  tale  in  Grimm's  Haus-Marchen,  II.  97,  and  see  his  notes,  HI.  191, 
for  additional  illustration. 
LXVI.  p.  296,  1.  3.  « Naplis."  MS.  Had.  2270,  cap.  99,  ApuUe. 
W.  de  Worde's  edit  No.  32  incorrectly,  "  Ampluy,**  with  HarL  6259, 
cap.  100,  AmpulUe, 

p.  298,  L  2.  In  W.  de  Worde  there  is  here  an  additional  passage, 
not  in  MS.  HarL  6369  :  "  And  aboute  thre  of  the  clocke  the  tempest 
seased,  and  the  mayden  droue  forthe  ouer  the  wawes  in  that  broken 
shyppe  which  was  cast  vp  agayne  ;  but  an  huge  whale,"  &c. 
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p.  299,  1.  19.  '^  and  fulle  of  precious  stonys."  So  reads,  but 
incorrectly,  MS.  Harl.  5259.  The  true  reading  is  preserved  in  MS. 
Harl.  5369,  cap.  32,  vermibus  et  terra  plenum^  aiid  so  W.  de  Worde, 
"  fyUed  with  erthe  and  wormes."  MS.  Addit.  9066  agrees  with  the 
A.-Lat.  MS.  HarL  2270. 

p.  301,  1.  36.  The  passage  is  here  confased.  Harl.  2270  reads — 
qui  multo  tempore  ante  FUium  hahvit^  propter  quam  multi^  &c.  Harl. 
5369 — qui  muUo  tempore  ante  quam  Filium  secundum  camem  habuiseet, 
Mulii  ymmo  quasi  infiniti,  &c,  W.  de  Worde,  No.  32,  "  the  whiche 
was  longe  tyme  withont  a  camall  sone,  wherfore  many  men  were 
peryshed  and  went  to  Helle.**  Harl.  5259  agrees  with  MS.  Harl. 
7333. 

p.  304, 1.  11.  [The  quotation  is  from  Ecclus.  xv.  17.] 

p.  304,  1.  14.  ^  And  therefore  saide/*  &c.,  to  ^^  for  me  or  a^enst 
me.''  The  whole  of  this  passage  is  wanting  in  MS.  Harl.  2270,  and 
in  W.  de  Worde.  In  MSS.  Harl.  5259  and  5369  the  quotation  from  the 
Vilas  Patrum  is  in  prose,  and  differently  worded.  [A  slightly  different 
version  of  the  lines  occars  in  MS.  Gamb.  Univ.  Libr.  li,  VI.  4,  If. 
153,  back : 

'*  Est  primxmi  durum  quia  nosco  me  moriturum, 
Est  aliud  dando  planctum  quia  nescio  quando, 
Et  tercium  fiebo  quod  nescio  quo  remanebo.*' 

Compare  Hampole,  Priche  of  Conscience^  ed.  Morris,  11.  68 — 81.] 

This  story  has  received  more  comment  than  any  other  in  the  Gesta, 
from  its  having,  through  the  English  printed  translation,  supplied 
Shakspere  with  the  incident  of  the  three  caskets  in  the  Merchant  of 
Venice  ;  a  circumstance  first  pointed  out  by  Dr  Farmer.  The  earliest 
form  in  which  it  appears  is  found  in  the  spiritual  romance  of  Barlaam 
and  Josaphat  (about  a.d.  800),  the -Greek  text  of  which  is  given  in 
the  JahrbUcher  der  Liter.,  vol.  xxvi.  p.  42,  and  thence  inserted  in  the 
Spec,  Histor,  of  Vincent  of  Beauvais,  lib.  xv.  cap.  10,  and  the  Golden 
Legend,  It  is  quoted  also  by  Bromyard  v.  Honor,  iv.  11,  and  occurs, 
with  considerable  variations,  in  Boccaccio,  Decameron,  x.  1,  and  in 
Gower*8  Confessio  Amantis,  lib.  v.  leaf  96,  ed.  1554,  who  cites  a 
**  cronicke  "  as  his  authority.  The  collateral  and  similar  tale,  in  which 
pasties  or  loaves  are  substituted  for  caskets,  is  found  in  the  Lat. 
printed  Edd.  cap.  109,  then  in  the  Chronicle  of  Lanercost,  MS.  Cott. 
Claud,  D.  vii.  leaf  176  (compiled  about  the  year  1346),  in  the  Cento 
NoveUe,  Ant  nov.  65,  ed.  1572,  and  in  Gower,  Confess,  Amant,  leaf 
96b.  See  for  farther  details,  Warton,  I.  271 ;  Douce,  L  273  ;  Dunlop, 
Hist,  of  Fiction,  IL  339,  &o 
LXVII.  p.  306.  <'  Antonius.''  Ma  Harl.  5259,  Antoninus. 
p.  308, 1.  12.  [Hosea  ii.  19.] 

p.  308, 1.  17.  "  into  the  gilder  of  the  devel.'*  A.-Lat. — in  laqueum 
Diaboli.  W.  de  Worde,  No.  34,  "  in  the  snare  of  the  deuyll."  Gilder 
or  Giller  is  still  used  in  the  North,  and  also  in  Cheshire  and  Lancar 
shire,  to  denote  the  horse-hair  or  wire-lines  to  ensnare  birds  and  fish. 
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LXVJLll.  p.  308,  1.  26.  "  a  finger."  The  Addit.  MS.  and  W.  de  Worde, 
No.  38,  read  ^*  hand,"  which  agrees  with  the  A.-Lat.  cap.  96.  [The 
printed  Lat  Edd.  have  c^t^tto.] 

p.  310,  1.  4.  [The  MS.  has  been  corrected  in  accordance  with  the 
A.-Lat  MS.  HarL  5369,  which  reads — ^am  audistU  re^xmsiones  meas,^ 
The  sentence  is  omitted  in  MS.  Harl.  5259,  and  W.  de  Worde. 

p.  311,  1.  6.  "  to  boistous.'*  A. -Lat. — nimis  frigidus  vel  nimiM 
remisms  vel  nimis  calidus,     W.  de  Worde,  *'  is  to  cold." 

p.  311,  1.  18.  *^  the  smale."  A.-Lat  malos.  W.  de  Worde, 
"  mysdoers." 

The  original  of  this  story  is  the  well  known  historical  anecdote  of 
the  tyrant  Dionysias,  in  Cicero,  De  Natura  Deorum^  lib.  iii. ;  Valerius 
Maximus,  lib.  i.  cap.  1 ;  ^lian,  Var,  Hist,  I.  It  is  qaoted  by 
Bromyard,  "  sicut  in  antiquis  continetur  Gestis^  in  his  Summa 
Predicant,  v.  Rapina,  R.  i.  22,  and  is  also  told  by  Gower,  Confeuio 
Amantis,  lib.  v.  fo.  122b.  ed.  1554. 
T.TTir  p.  311.  "  Mercians."  Menelaus,  MS.  Harl.  2270,  cap.  101 ;  W. 
de  Worde,  No.  40,  "  Menaly :  "  MSS.  Harl.  5259  and  53G9,  Gcrelaus, 
and  so  MS.  Reg  xvii.  D.  vi.  leaf  99  (Occleve). 

p.  312, 1.  9.  [*'  by  hire  oone,**  t.  e,  alone,  by  herself.  Instances  of 
similar  phrases  are  not  very  uncommon.  Thus,  in  William  of  Paleme 
(E.  E.  T.  S.,  ed.  Skeat),  1.  657,  we  find  himself  one  ;  1.  3101,  bi  herself 
one ;  and  11.  17,  4112,  him  one.  Compare  also  P.  Plowman,  C.  zi. 
61,  ''wajkynge  myn  one"  (on  which  see  Professor  Skeat*8  note), 
Morte  Arthure  (E.  E.  T.  S.,  ed.  Brock),  1.  704,  by  myne  one;  1.  1345, 
be  oure  one  ;  1.  466,  thyne  one,  &c.] 

p.  312,  1.  31.  [Compare  Note  on  p.  2,  1,  8.] 

p.  313,  1.  24.  y^  within  thre  days."     Lat  eodem  die^ 

p.  315, 1.  32.  ["  many."     Lat  septem.] 

p.  317, 1.  6.  An  additional  sentence  is  in  W.  de  Worde — "  wfaerfore 
he  lete  ordeyno  her  a  cabone  in  the  shyppes  ende.'*  A.-Lat — locum 
fecit  preparari, 

p.  317, 1.  18.  ["  in  so  moche,"  &c.  Oesterley's  text — infra  tempus 
breve  virtutes  herbarum  didicit  in  iantum  quod  omnes  if\firmi  ad  earn 
venientes  sanabaniur,  &c.] 

p.  317,  1.  22.  ['Mef  and  blynde."  The  Lat  text  differs  in  its 
account  of  the  diseases  under  which  the  three  men  suffer  :-~4m2» 
senescalctu  factus  est  epilenHcus  et  claudus.  Tercio  iUe  qu&n  de 
suspendio  liberavit  factus  est  cecus  et  surdus.  Quarto,  magister  qui  earn 
opprimere  volebaty  factus  est  ydropicus  et  scabiosus,^ 

p.  319, 1.  18.  **  [all]  was  dreynt"  Text  amended  in  accordance 
with  the  A.-Lat.  which  reads — omnes  submersi  sunt. 

p.  320,  1.  9.  [I  have  not  been  successful  in  tracing  this 
quotation.] 

p.  321,1.4.  [Isaiah  lix.  14.] 

p.  321, 1.  17.  [Ecclesiast  iv.  10.] 

p.  321,  1.  33.  "  are  slayne."     A. -Lat.  interfidunUtr, 
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p.  322, 1.  1.  "  ivillo."  A.-Lat  aperte.  Probably  an  error  of  the 
scribe.  In  the  prose  Moralisation  added  by  Occleve  to  this  story  the 
reading  is  "  openly." 

p.  322,  1.  2.  "  the  eeris  ben  ^ivyne,"  &c.  Omitted  in  the  A.-Lat 
text,  in  Occleve,  and  in  W.  de  Worde. 

The  ontline  of  this  story  appears  to  have  been  borrowed  from  one 
of  the  Qmtes  deooia,  or  miracles  of  the  Virgin,  composed  by  Gaatier 
de  Coinsi  in  the  13th  centary.  (See  Le  Grand^  v.  125,  and  Meon,  ii. 
1.)  It  is  inserted  by  Vincent  of  Bcauvais  in  his  Speculum  Hist,,  lib. 
vii.  cap.  90 — 92,  and  thence  in  MS.  Harl.  2316,  leaf  5  (written  about 
1350),  and  in  Herolt*s  Promptuar,  de  miraculia  BeaUe  Afarice,  ex.  1. 
It  has  been  versified  from  the  A.-Lat.  text  by  Occleve,  who  has  added 
a  Moralisation  in  prose,  not  differing  much  from  the  one  here  printed 
(MS.  Reg.  17,  D.  vii.  leaves  99 — 116).  Mr  Douce  adds  a  reference 
also  to  the  PatraHas  of  Juan  Timoneda,  patr.  21,  printed  at  Alcala, 
1576.  The  incident  of  the  bloody  knife  occurs  likewise  in  the  TaU 
of  Constance,  Gower's  Confess.  Amantis^  lib.  ii.  leaf  32,  and  in  Chaucer, 
Man  of  Lawe^s  Tale,  [See  Analogues  and  Originals,  Chaucer  Society, 
1872.] 

The  story  exists  in  a  separate  shape  in  Latin.  MS.  Hawlinson, 
Misc.  358,  written  for  John  Wbethamstede,  abbot  of  St.  Albans,  1420 
— 1440.  For  additional  notices  consult  Ritson's  Metrical  Eomances, 
iii.  323,  and  Dunlop,  ii.  383,  [and  Professor  Skeafs  introduction  to 
his  edition  of  Chaucer's  Man  of  Lowe's  Tale,  Clarendon  Press  Series, 
pp.  xxii.  et  seq.l 

p.   322.  •*  Lamartinus."      A.-Lat.  Mamerimus^  but  Harl.  5369, 


MartinuSj  and  so  W.  de  Worde,  No.  41. 

p.  323,  1.  9.  "  wolt  conne  me  good  thonke."  This  phrase  is 
preserved  in  W.  de  Worde.  In  the  A.-Lat.  it  is  si  mihi  grates 
reddideres.  [The  phrase  occurs  twice  in  Shakspere  : — ^^  I  con  him  no 
thanks  for't"     AlVs  Well,  IV.  iii.  144,  and  Timon,  IV.  iii.  421.] 

p.  323,  last  line.  **  brothelle."  A.-Lat.  [and  printed  Lat.  Edd.] 
ribaldum,     W.  de  Worde,  "  ribaude." 

This  story  is  also  borrowed  from  the  Contes  devots,  Meon.  ii.  331, 
[with  the  title — D'un  roi  qui  voulutfaire  hruler  lefils  de  son  senichal,^ 
and  Le  Grand,  v.  56,  and  is,  in  all  probability,  derived  from  the  EaHt. 
(Compare  Scott*s  Tales  from  the  Arabic,  Ac,  p.  53.)  It  may  be  found, 
with  little  variation,  in  the  Cento  Novell,  Antiq,  nov.  68,  ed.  1572 ;  in 
the  Dialog,  Oreaturarum  Moralisat.  cap.  120,  and  in  Bromyard, 
Summa  Predicantium  v.  Invidia,  I.  vi.  26.  A  similar  tale  is  popular 
in  Germany,  and  forms  the  groundwork  of  Schiller's  Fridolin,  respect- 
ing which  see  Collier's  remarks  annexed  to  his  translation^  p.  37, 
quarto,  1824.  [See  also  Wright's  edition  of  the  Seven  Sages,  Percy 
Society,  pp.  xxxviii.  et  seq,,  where  a  very  similar  story  is  quoted  from 
the  History  of  the  Seven  Viziers."] 
Ma  Addit  9066.  XVII.  p.  327.  *'Annuus,"  or  "  Anius."  A  cor- 
mption  of  Dariua  in  A.-Lat.  cap.  100. 
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p.  3d0, 1.  8.  'Hhat  in  no  manor  rentene  the  soule."  A.>Lat. — que 
quidem  dilacerarUur  animam. 

p.  330,  1.  16.  Amended  on  the  authority  of  the  A.-Lat.  text,  which 
reads  membrum, 

p.  331,  1.  12.  *'  steryng."     In  the  original  this  is  plural, — mohu, 

p.  331,  L  20.  "to  the  chirche,  that  is  fighting.*"  A.-Lat— od 
ecdestam  militantem. 

This  story  is  omitted  in  MS.  Harl.  5259.  It  is  evidently  founded 
on  the  story  of  Androcles  (Aulus  Gellius,  v.  14),  which  is  rendered 
more  evident  by  comparing  the  A.-Lat.  with  Cap.  104,  of  the  printed 
Lat.  Edd.  See  Warton's  remarks,  I.  266. 
XYIII.  p.  332.  "  Darius,"  In  W.  de  Worde,  No.  29,  changed  into 
Darmes,  and  so  in  the  subsequent  editions. 

p.  332,  1.  9.  [**  thus  thei  didden  ofte.**  The  A.-Lat  text  reads— c< 
sic  a^iua  ciuiiati  ministrabarU,  so  that  probably  the  Addit.  MS.  reading 
is  more  correct  than  that  of  the  Cambr.  MS.] 

p.  333,  L  15.  ["  fendes."     A.-Lat.  dccmones,] 
XIX.  p.  334,  1.  8.    ["  the  light  shone  in,"  &c.J     The  reading  of  the 
Cambridge  MS.  is  the  same  as  the  A.-Lat.  cap.  82. 

p.  334,  1.  15.  "  and  saide,"  &c.  W.  de  Worde,  No.  30,  reads— 
"  Neuerthelesse  the  byrde  sat  in  his  bosome  etynge  nuttes,  and  tbas 
he  sayd,"  &c.     So  also  in  the  A. -Latin. 

p.  334,  1.  19.  "  in  dedely  [synne]  boundene."      A.-Lat. — qui  in        ^ 
peccato  morialiier  est  innodatus,     W.  de  Worde  has,  **  taken  in  dedely 
synne." 

p.  335,  1.  3.  ["  Skirte."     Compare  p.  188,  1.  22.] 

p.  336, 1.  6.  '*  Whan  alle  maukynde  wente  to  helle."  The  variation 
in  W.  de  Worde  is  curious,  *^  For  whan  mankynde  was  in  Lymbo 
Pairum^  whiche  was  a  certayne  pryson  of  helle,  before,"  &c. 

p.  336, 1.  23.  **  CalepodinuB."  A.-Lat.  cap.  83,  reads — Calepodius^ 
as  also  the  Cambridge  MS.  In  W.  de  Worde,  No.  33,  it  is  corrupted 
to  "  Calopodu." 

p.  336, 1.  26.  ["  wynter."  According  to  the  common  practice  of 
our  ancestors  to  reckon  time  by  winters.  See  numerous  instances  ia 
the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle ;  P,  Plowman,  B.  xi.  46 ;  Chaucer,  CanL 
Tales,  B.  3249,  <&c.] 

p.  339, 1.  11.  "  telletbfi."  A. -Lat.  adds — in  libro  Diahgorum,  and 
BO  W.  de  Worde.     "The  fendes."     A. -Lat.  demones. 

p.  339,  1.  16.  *'  he  is  inparfite."     A.-Lat.  debilis  est. 

p.  339, 1.  25.  "  that  thou  yevest  hyni,"  &c.  There  is  some  confusion 
here.     The  A.-Lat.  reads — ut  det  ei  senectutem  in  suo  servicio. 

The  Morality  is  much  more  diffuse  in  the  A.-Lat..  text,  and  in  W. 
do  Worde. 

This  story  occurs  among  the  collection  of  fables  written  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  II.  Hari.  MS.  463,  No.  208. 

p.  340.  This  story  is  borrowed  from  the  popular  work  ascribed 
to  Aristotle,  intitled  Secreta  Secretorum,  cap.  28.     De  puella  nutrita 
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veneno,  ed.  Paris,  1520,  leaf  zvb.  [See  also  Pliny,  Miat  Natural, 
XXV,  2,  3 ;  and  Warton,  I.  244.] 
xXHL  p.  341.  [This  ta]e  is  from  Seneca,  Excerp.  Ck)ntr.  37.  According 
to  the  Latin  Version  printed  in  Oesterley's  Appendix,  p.  625,  No.  217, 
it  is  the  wife  who  poisons  her  son,  and  is  consequently  taken  by  hor 
liQsband  before  the  judge  by  whom  she  is  sentenced  to  be  hanged.] 
XZIV.  p.  342,  1.  16.  "  Promius."  The  A..Lat.  MSS.  vary  as  to  the 
name.  In  Harl.  2270  it  is  Oronomiiis,  and  in  MSS.  Harl.  5259  and 
3132  Fromanius. 

p.  342,  1.  17.  The  text  has  been  amended  in  accordance  with  the 
reading  of  the  A.-Lat.  cap.  93, — cut  invicem  pugnantes, 

p,  342,  1.  20.  "  victorie."     The  A.-Lat.  adds — et  domum  perrexit, 

p.  343,  L  3.  "  Aungelle.**     A.-Lat. — AngehiB  Lucifer. 
XXV.     p.  343,  1.  12.    ''  Lenyncius."     The  reading  of  the  Cambridge 
MS.  agrees  with  Harl.  5369,  and  W.  de  Worde,  No.  36.     MS.  Harl, 
2270  reads  Leuericus,  and  Harl.  5259,  Leuriaia, 

p.  344,  1.  5.  '^his  sonnes.*'  A.-Lat.  consilium  suum:  and  so  W. 
de  Worde. 

p.  344,  1.  18.  "hym  and  alle  theyme."  The  reading  of  the  Cam- 
bridge MS.  is  the  correct  one.  A.-Lat  $ecum  omnea  duxit.  For 
"  fadir,"  Harl.  2270,  reads  palacium, 

p.  344,  1.  19.  "  crownede  his  sone."  W.  de  Worde  adds,  "  with  a 
lauryate  croune  in  token  of  victorye,  and  soo  he  ended  his  lyfo  in 
peaae,^  and  so  the  A.-Lat.  text. 

Farts  of  this  story  resemble  Capp.  130  and  142  of  the  printed  Latin 
Edd. 
XXVII.     p.    345,  1.  23.  "  Vomias."     Harl.  2270  reads  Oniaa :  Harl. 
5369,  Eneas  ;  W.  de  Worde,  No.  39,  Euaa  ;  MS.  Bodl.  123,  Oziaa. 

p.  346, 1.  6.  "  Eulopius."  Corrupted  into  "  Sulapyus  "  in  W.  de 
Worde. 

p.  346, 1. 15.  "  enhaunse.*'  A.-Lat  erigerent :  W.  de  Worde,  "and 
lete  make  a  stronge  chamber,**  &c. 

p.  346, 1. 19.  "  foulethe  not.**  This  is  the  true  reading,  as  the  sense 
requires.  A.-Lat.  non  violaverit.  W.  de  Worde,  "who  defoyleth 
these  ymages,  shall  dye  a  foule  dethe.** 

p.  347,  1.  11.  "not  wele  norishede.*'  Harl.  2270  incorrectly  omits 
the  negative  particle,  reading,  educatua  et  nutritua, 

p.  347,  1.  12.  *'to  the  perisshyng,*'  &c.  This  is  unintelligible  as  it 
stands.  Harl.  5259,  reads,  adpicturam  hoatii,  agili  curau  currebat,  et 
cum  patibulum  et  hominem  [eeipaum,  Harl.  2270],  auspenaum  vidiaaety 
&c.,  W.  de  Worde,  "than  wenthe  he  to  the  galowes,  and  rede  the  poysy 
that  was  wryten  aboue  his  owne  hede,  and  for  drede  thereof,*'  &c. 

This  story  is  quoted  in  Felton*s  Sermonea  Dominicalea,  MS.  HarL 
4,  Serm.  24,  leaf  65b. 
XXXTII.     p.  350, 1. 16.  "  lordshippes.*'  The  reading  of  the  Cambri«1ge 
MS.  is  correct,  and  agrees  with  that  of  the  A. -Latin,  cap.  74,  and  W. 
de  Worde. 
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p.  360,  1.  17.  [«  half  that."  The  word  "  half  is  an  incorrect 
insertion  of  the  translator.     A.-Lat.  reads  illud  dominium.'^ 

p.  362,  1.  3.  "one."     A.-Lat  tuum ;  W.  de  Worde,  ••youre.*' 

This  story  is  one  of  those  quoted  in  Feiton*8  Sermone$  Dondmeales^ 
MS.  HarL  4,  Serm.  13,  leaf  31b. 
XZXiy.     p.  363.     In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  77,  the  Emperor  gives 
names  to  his  daughters  ;  to  the  first  that  of  Rosimunda^  to  the  second 
that  of  Grratia  plena, 

p^354,  1.  6.  ["  bataile.**     A.-Lat.  helium.] 
XXZV.     p.  366, 1.  8.  ["  lerabelle."     A.-Lat  text,  lorabams.] 

p.  366,  1.  11.  Text  amended  in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat  which 
reads,  primum  est  ut, 

p.  366,  1.  14.  [*'  by  the  bare  flesshe.**     A.-Lat  juxto  camem  raom.] 

p.  368,  ].  6.  [See  note  to  p.  22,  1.  11.] 

p.  368, 1.  9.  There  is  an  omission  here,  which  renders  the  passage 
confused.  The  A.-Lat  cap.  76,  reads — *  Nunc  ergo  videbimtu  qwomodo 
saHsfacies  secunde  questioni.*  At  ille^  *  Dotnine,  8ecunda  peiicio  ffus 
est  ii\f.  eUmenta  meMurare  per  omnes  dimemiones.  Ecce,  jam  clare 
probo,* 

p.  368,  1.  13.  ["  lighten  down.'*]  More  correctly  as  in  the  Cambr. 
MS.     The  A.-Lat.  text  reads,  in  terra  jacere,     [Compare  p.  360, 1.  5.] 

p.  369, 1.  19.  "  the  grace,"  &c.     A.-Lat.  gloiia  regni  celestis, 

p.  360,  L  7.  Text  corrected  on  the  authority  of  the  A.>Lat 

p.  360, 1.  8.  Text  amended  in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat  which 
reads — lihi  placabiles, 

[The  notion  of  the  human  body  being  composed  of  the  four 
elements  is  referred  to  by  Ovid,  Metam.  lib.  I.  26 — 31,  and  is  fre- 
quently alluded  to  by  mediieval  writers.  Thus,  in  the  English  verses 
on  Popular  Science  (printed  in  Wright's  Popular  Treatises  of  Sciences^ 
p.  138)  we  have  a  carious  account  of  the  four  components  of  the  body 
and  the  influence  of  each  : 

*'  Man  hath  of  urthe  al  his  bodi,  of  water  he  hayeth  wete, 
Of  eyr  he  haveth  wynd,  of  fur  he  haveth  hete. 
Ech  quio  thing  of  alio  this  foure,  of  some  hath  more,  other  lasse ; 
Ho  so  heveth  of  urthe  most,  he  is  slou  as  an  asse ; 
Of  vad  colour,  of  hard  hide,  boustes  forme,  and  ded  strong, 
Of  moche  thoght,  of  lute  specho,  of  stille  grounynge,  and  wraththe  long, 
A  slough  wrecche  and  ferblet,  fast  and  loth  to  ^eve  his  god, 
Sone  old  and  noght  wilful,  stable  and  stcdefast  of  mode."] 

And  so  on  with  the  remaining  three.     See  also  Ot-mulum,  11. 17,606 — 
17,608,  and  Cursor  Mundi,  ed.  Morris,  p.  38,  11.  617—^20  : 

"  of  er\>e  al-ane  made  was  he  [Adam]  nojt, 
Bot  of  l^e  foure  elementes  wro^t ; 
Of  water  his  blode,  his  flesshe  of  laire, 
His  hete  of  fire,  his  ande  [breath]  of  ajre." 

The  more  mythic  form  of  the  legend  gives  eight  things  as  the  com- 
ponents of  the  body.     See,  for  instance,  the  Anglo-Saxon  dialogue 


NOTES.  497 

between  Satnrn  and  Solomon,  printed  in  TIiorpe*8  Analectay  p.  95,  and 
compare  the  following  from  the  cnrioas  collection  (closely  resembling 
the  preceding)  entitled,  QiieaHons  bitwene  the  maister  of  Oxinford  and 
his  Scoler,  printed  in  Reliq,  Antiq.  T.  230 — "  C,  Whereof  was  Adam 
made  ?  M,  Of  viij.  thingis  :  the  first  of  erthe,  the  second  of  fire,  tlie 
iij**'  of  wynde,  the  iiij****  of  clowdys,  the  v****  of  aire  wherethorongh 
be  speketh  and  thinketh,  the  vj^*  of  dewe,  wherby  he  sweteth,  tiie 
vij^*  of  fiowres,  wherof  Adam  hath  his  ien,  the  viij^*  is  salte,  wherof 
Adam  hath  salt  teres/*  See  also  Nares,  «.  v.  EUmentSy  and  Pro- 
fessor Skeat's  exhaastive  note  on  P.  Plowman,  C.  Text,  Passus  XI, 
1.  128. . 

.♦  p.  360.  This  story  [which  follows  the  preceding  without 
any  break]  is  taken  from  the  Latin  printed  Geata^  cap.  144,  but  in  the 
latter  the  sentences  of  the  philosophers,  which  are  written  on  the  four 
gates  of  the  city,  vary  [being  given  as  follows  :  Primus  scripsit :  Poien- 
tia  estjtuiicia^  ideo  terra  sine  lege  ;  dies  est  nox,  ideo  terra  sine  via  ;  fuga 
est  pugna,  ideo  regnum  sine  honore,  Secundus  scripsit :  Unus  est  duo, 
ideo  regnum  sine  veritate  ;  amicus  est  inimicuSj  ideo  regnum  sine  fideli- 
tate  ;  malum  est  bonum,  ideo  terra  sinepietate,  Tercius  scripsit :  Bath 
habet  Ucenciamj  ideo  regnum  sine  nomine ;  fur  est  propositus^  ideo  reg- 
num sine  pecunOs ;  corrobola  vult  esse  aquila,  ideo  nulla  discrecio  in 
patria,  Quartus  scripsit:  Voluntas  est  consiliariuSy  ideo  terra  male 
colitur;  denarius  dat  judicium  seu  sentenciam,  ideo  terra  male  regitur  ; 
deus  est  mortuuSj  ideo  totum  regnum  peccatoribus  est  repktum. 

The  same  story,  with  the  sentences  in  English,  is  given  as  follows 
in  MS.  Beg.  6  A.  VI.  leaf  83— 

"  Legitar  qnendam  Begem  quondam  fuisse  qui  habuit  4°'Philosopho8 
in  regno  sno ;  in  quo  regno  maltse  plages,  multa  infortunia,  et  multi 
defectus  fiebant  in  populis.  Bex  autem  videns  se  ipsnm  nullo  peccato 
mortal!  vnlneratum,  mirabatur  valde,  et  diligenter  inquirebat  a  pre- 
dictis  4^  Philosophis  qua  de  causa  hsBC  infortunia  magis  agebantur  in 
tempore  suo  qnam  in  tempore  predecessorum  suorum.  Primus  Phil- 
OBophus  dixit,  Mi^t  is  ri^t ;  nnde  illud  Tsaias,  69.  Conversum  est 
retrorsnm  judicium,  et  justiHa  longe  stetit ;  corruit  in  platea  Veritas, 
et  equitas  non  potuit  ingredi.  Li'^t  is  ny^t;  unde  Ewang :  Vse 
homini  illi  per  quem  scandalum  venit.  Per  eum  scandalum  venit  qui 
alios  malo  exemplo  corrumpit.  Dominus  in  Leuitico  dixit :  Time,  in- 
qnit,  DominumDeumtuum,  ut  vivere  possitfrater  tuus  apud  te;  hoc  est, 
nt  sic  vivas  quod  frater  tuus  per  tuum  exemplum  vitam  possit  habere 
non  mortem.  Fip  isfliyt ;  unde  Augustinus :  Bene  agere  et  illicita  non 
prohibere  consensus  erroris  est.  Gregorius :  facientis  procul  dubio  cul- 
pam  habet  qui  quod  potest  corrigere  negligit  emendare.  Secundus 
Philosophus  dixit.  One  is  too :  unde  Ewang :  omne  regnum  in  se  divi- 
Bum  desolabitur.  Ambrosius ;  sicut  sine  via  nullus  pervenit  quo  tendit, 
sic  sine  caritate,  quse  dicta  est  via,  non  ambulare  possunt  homines,  sed 
errare.  Frend  isfoo  ;  hoc  potest  intelligi  quando  homines  et  preci- 
pue  potentes  vcram  pacem  vel  justitiam  aut  Dei  ecclesiam  strangu- 
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lant,  qnibiifl  principaliter  propter  Deam  militare  deberent.  Weele  w 
woo  ;  GregoriuB  ;  qui  bona  mnndi  diligit^  yelit  nolit  timori  et  dolori 
bene  snccumbit  Seneca ;  ayame  niei  dum  moritor  nichil  bene  facit. 
Tertios  Philosopbas  dixit :  Luit  ha$  leue  ;  nnde  Paulus ;  si  aecanduin 
camem  vixeutis,  moriemini.  leronimns ;  qui  post  camem  amba- 
lanty  in  ventrem  et  libidinem  proni,  quasi  irrationalia  jumenta  repa- 
tantur.  Thef  U  reft ;  unde  Jeremiaa ;  ▼»  qui  edificant  domum 
Buam  non  in  justitia  !  Robertus  LincolnieneiB  :  vie  iUia  qui  dicunt, 
faciamus  mala,  ut  veniant  bona,  quorum  damnatio  jnsta  est  I  Pride 
has  ilef ;  unde  in  Pa. :  irritaverunt  eum  in  adinventionibus  suis,  et 
multiplicata  est  in  eis  ruina.  Dayid  autem  dixit ;  non  habitabit  in 
medio  domus  mese  qui  facit  superbiam. 

Quartus  Pbilosophus  dixit;  WiUt  U  red;  nnde  per  Psalmistain 
dicitur ;  noluit  intelligere  ut  bene  aget  Proyer.  12  :  yia  stulti  recta 
in  oculis  ejus ;  qui  autem  sapiens  est  audit  consilium.  WyUe  ts 
qued  ;  unde  P.,  erit  enim  tempus  cum  sanam  doctrinam  non  sustine- 
bunt.  Augus.,  Juventuti  malorum  hominum  yenenum  est  quidquid 
yirtus  precipit,  esca  yero  quidquid  diabolus  suggerit.  Cfood  it  ded; 
nnde  in  Psalmo,  Uniyersa  yanitas  omnia  homo  yiyens^  L  yiyena 
secundum  bominem,  non  secundum  Deum.  Aug^s.,  sicut  mors  cor- 
poralis  separat  animum  a  corpore^  ita  peccatum  mortale  an  imam  a 
yera  yita,  quad  est  Dens." 

See  also  Reliq.  Antiq,  p.  51. 

In  Wright's  Political  Poems,  Camd.  Soa  p.  254,  in  a  Poem  on  the 
breaking  of  the  Charter  by  the  king,  Edward  II,  from  the  Auchinleoh 
MS.  we  find  the  following  yersion  of  the  sayings  : 

**  Ore  escoutes  un  sarmoun. 
Of  iiy.  wise  men  that  therwere^ 

Whi  Engelond  is  brouht  adoun. 

The  forste  aelde, '  I  understonde 
Ne  may  no  king  wel  ben  in  londe^ 

Under  Qod  Almihte^ 
Bot  he  cunne  himself  rede, 
How  he  shal  in  londe  lede 
Everi  man  wid  rihte. 

For  might  is  riht, 

Liht  is  night, 

And  fiht  is  fliht 
For  miht  is  riht,  the  lond  is  laweles ; 
For  niht  is  light,  the  lond  is  loreles; 
For  fiht  is  fiiht^  the  lond  is  nameles.* 

That  other  aeide  a  word  ful  god 
'  Whoso  roweth  a^ein  the  flod, 

Off  aorwe  he  shal  drinke  ; 
Also  hit  fareth  bi  the  unsele 
A  man  shal  have  litel  hde 

Ther  again  to  swinke. 
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Nu  on  is  two, 

Another  is  wo, 

And  frend  is  fo. 
For  on  is  two,  that  lond  is  streinthelee ; 
For  wel  is  wo,  the  lond  is  reuthelos  ; 
For  frend  is  fo^  the  lond  is  loreles.' 

That  thridde  seide,  '  It  is  no  wonder 
Off  thise  eyres  that  goth  under. 

Whan  theih  comen  to  londe 
Proude  and  stoute,  and  ginneth  3e1pe^ 
Ao  of  thing  that  sholde  helpe 

Have  theih  noht  on  honde. 
Nu  lust  haveth  leve, 
Thef  is  reve, 
And  pride  hath  sieve. 
For  Inst  hath  reve,  the  lond  is  theweles ; 
For  thef  is  reve,  the  lond  is  penyles ; 
For  pride  hath  sieve,  the  lond  is  almuslea.* 

The  ferthe  seide,  that  he  is  wod 
That  dwelleth  to  muohel  in  the  flod, 

For  gold  or  for  auhte ; 
For  gold  or  siluer,  or  any  wele. 
Hunger  or  thurst,  hete  or  chele^ 
Al  shal  gon  to  nohte. 

Nu  wille  is  red, 

Wit  is  qued, 

And  god  is  ded. 
For  wille  is  red,  the  lond  is  wrecful ; 
For  wit  is  qued,  the  lond  is  wrongful  ; 
For  god  is  ded,  the  lond  is  sinful.*  ** 

These  four  proverbB  in  English  are  also  given  in  Harl.  MS.  7322 
thus— 

TMith}!  TRith) 

II  primus  dixit       ^  lith^    >      is  •<  nitb} 

(  Fith3  )  (  flith^ 


two 

foo 

wo 


(on     )  ( 

H  secundus  dixit    -<  frend  >      is      -^ 

(wil    3  ( 

( lust  hath  leue 
H  tsrcias  dixit       -?  Jist  is  Reue 

(^priede  hath  slene. 

fwil    1  TRed 

H  qtiortiis  dixit      -^wit    >      is      -^qued 

(God  )  (ded 

See  Polit.  Relig.  and  Love  Poems,  E.  E.  Text  Soc.,  ed.  Famivall, 
222.  In  MS.  Douce,  95,  leaf  2db.  we  find  the  proverbs  in  the  following 
form: 
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"  Muntt$  fit  judeXy  frau*  ett  mercatar  in  urhe: 
Non  e$t  lew  dominii^  nee  timor  ett  pnerig, 
jyfte  is  domeBman,  and  gyle  is  ohapman  ; 
Lordes  have  no  lawe,  ne  children  have  non  awe.** 

Another  version  is  in  MS.  Donee,  107,  leaf  55. 

A  more  modem  copy  of  the  story,  with  a  rather  fiiller  commentary, 
will  be  found  in  the  Speculum  Chrietiani,  MS.  Harl.  206,  leaf  39, 
attributed  to  John  Watton,  by  Warton,  iii.  153.  In  MS.  Cotton. 
Vespas.  E.  xii.  leaf  100b.  (end  of  14th.  cent.)  is  given  another  Latin 
version  of  the  story,  where  the  scene  is  laid  at  Carthage.  The  King  is 
Hannibal,  and  instead  of  the  four  wise  men,  we  have  Virgil,  and  the 
sayings  are  again  different  from  the  others.] 
TTYTT  p.  361.  "  Mamertynus."  Harl.  5259  xedL^A—LamOnm ;  HarL 
406,  Mantinue,     Printed  Lat  Edd. — Caiw. 

p.  361, 1.  4.  ["  Facondia."     Printed  Lat.  Edd.— J'forcn&'na.] 

p.  362,  L  9.  ["  there  is  in  your  empire.**     Lat. — latet  m  mantibue^ 

p.  363,  1.  3.  ^^  that  were.*'  Text  amended  in  accordance  with 
A.-Lat. — quotquot  fuerunt 

p.  363,  I.  17.  "  [for]  the  fyrste  woman,"  &c.  In  Harl.  2270— Pro 
prima  muliere  dedit  anime  esse  cum  eapientibui  [read  lapidibue^  with 
Harl.  5259,  and  printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  62,] — pro  eecunda  vegetare  cum 
arboribue  ;  pro  iercia,  sentire  cum  animal&us  ;  pro  quarta,  inlelligere 
cum  angelis.  See  a  similar  passage  in  the  Moralite  to  No.  44  in  Harl. 
7333  (p.  173). 

This  story  is  probably  a  poor  imitation  of  the  classical  story  of 
Zeuzis. 
Xmi.  p.  365.  In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  31.  It  occurs  originally  in  the 
ViUu  Pairum,  pt.  2,  fo.  ccxxxb.  ed.  W.  de  Worde,  folio  1495,  but  it 
is  there  related  of  Abbot  Pambo,  who  had  come  to  Alexandria  at  the 
request  of  Athanasius.  It  is  inserted  also  in  MS.  Addit.  11,284,  leaf 
124,  from  the  Historia  Tripartita,  lib.  viii. 
XLIV.  p.  366, 1.  2.  ["  sone  deye."  The  text  has  been  amended  on  the 
authority  of  the  A.-Lat.  which  reads — in  brevi  moriturum.l 

p.  366, 1.  3.  [*'  Religion.*'  This  word  was  frequently  used  in  the 
sense  of  a  religious  order,  and  the  word  reUgious  in  the  sense  of  one 
who  had  entered  such  an  order.  Compare  P.  Plowman,  C.  xi.  88,  ^  is 
ronne  into  religion,^  and  Wyclif  s  Works,  ed.  Arnold,  iii.  437.] 

p.  366,  1.  13.  '' beholdynge,**  &c.  A.-Lat — Attende  igitur  quod 
more  est  clava  imperatorie,  que  nemini  parcit ;  hie  est  malleue,  &c 

This  tale  is  in  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  29,  with  the  title— Z>e  quodam 
filio  divitiSf  claustrum  intrante.  It  occurs  likewise  in  MS.  Addit 
11,284,  p.  108,  where  it  is  ascribed  to  Odo  de  Ceriton  ;  and  in  MS. 
Harl.  463,  No.  43. 
XLV.  p.  364.  This  is  one  of  the  fables  of  Odo  de  Ceriton,  composed  in 
the  12th  century,  and  may  be  found  in  MS.  Arundel,  292,  leaf  19b.  ; 
MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  28  ;  MS.  Harl  206,  leaf  112;  and  Ma  HarL  3938, 
leaf  118. 
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p.  365,  1.  22,    ["that  oo.**     *•!  Lave  corrected  the  text  in 
accordance  with  the  reading  of  the  A.-Lat.  MSS. — ex  parte  una"'\ 

p.  366, 1.  19.  [Hosea  xiii.  8.] 

p.  366, 1. 32.  This  "  ensaniple  "  is  wanting  in  the  Lai  text  of  HarL 
219,  leaf  6b.  from  which  the  present  translation  is  made,  in  titled — De 
Goutero  quererUe  locum  ubi  semper  gauderet     It  is  an  abridgment  of 
the  A.-Lat  cap.  4,  part  of  which  is  repeated  with  a  different  Morality 
in  cap.  72.   It  is  quoted  in  Bromyard's  Summa  Predicant,  v.  Ascendere, 
A.  XXV.  11,  and  is  briefly  told  in  MS.  Harl.  3938,  leaf  128b.     In 
substance  it  is  the  same  with  cap.  101,  of  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  but 
related  with  much  variation.      [Another  version  is  in  MS.  Addit, 
11,579,  leaf  103,  back.] 
XLVII.  p.  369.  Conybeare  classes  this  story  among  those  derived  from 
the  Vitas  Patrum,  but  it  does  not  occur  in  that  work,  nor  have  I  met 
with  it  in  any  of  the  collections  of  stories  I  have  consulted. 
XLVni.  p.  367,  1.  30.  Text  amended  on  the  authority  of  the  A.-Lat 
which  reads — corvum. 

In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  8 — De  Aquila  dolente  oculos,  et  vocavit 
corvum  ad  sanqndum  eum^     It  occurs  also  in  MS.  Uarl.  3938,  leaf 
112,  and  is  quoted  by  Bromyard,  v.  Consilium^  C.  xi.  42.     In  all 
probability  it  is  one  of  the  fables  composed  by  Odo  de  Ceriton. 
X^ITT  p.  368.  In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  S—De  quodam  literato  et  laico, 

p.  369,  1.  16.  "  draffe  of  grapes."  Lat. — viiwtcea  uvarum ;  et 
nota  quod  idem  est  drasta  in  cervisia  quod  est  vinacium  in  vino, 
leaf  8b.  [See  Prof.  Skeat's  note  on  the  word  in  P.  Plowman, 
C.  xii.  9.] 

This  also  probably  belongs  to  Odo's  collection. 
L.  p.  370, 1.  13.  ["  deyntethly."     This  is  the  early  Northern  form,  from 
tiie  Welsh  dain  taiddy  delicate,  toothsome  ;  from  dant,  a  tooth.     Com- 
pare p.  374, 1. 1  from  bottom.] 

p.  370,  L  i9.  "  A  laborera  life."     Lat — vitam  lahoriosam, 

p.  370,  1.  21.  ["  lobe."     Chapt  xxi.  13.] 

In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  22, — De  asino  simulants  se  i^firmum  ;  and 
MS.  Harl.  3938,  leaf  112b.     Probably  from  Odo. 
U.  p.  370.      In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  22b. — De  gallina  coUigente  pullos 
suos  contra  milvum.     Probably  from  Odo.     It  is  inserted  also  in  the 
Dialog,  Oreatur,  Moralisat,  D.  113. 

p.  371,  1.  7.  ["  lobe."  Chapt  xxiv.  20.] 
T^TT  p.  371.  One  of  Odo's  collection,  borrowed  from  .^op,  or  the 
romance  of  Renard.  See  Grimm*s  Beinhart  Fuchs,  pp.  363,  421,  8^. 
Berlin,  1834.  It  occurs  in  MS.  Arundel  292,  leaf  16b.;  Harl. 
219,  leaf  23  —  De  vulpe  qui  dicitur  Reynardus  obviante  Teberto 
mwrilego;  MS.  Addit  11,284,  leaf  6b.,  and  is  quoted  by  Bromyard,  v. 
Sapientia,  S.  iii.  14.  See  the  numerous  references  to  the  fabulists  for 
this  story  in  Robert's  Fables  Inedites,  tom.  ii.  p.  227,  8°.  1825.  In 
Germany  it  has  become  a  popular  tale.  See  Grimm's  ffaus-Marchen, 
i  391,  and  note  iii.  129. 
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p.  871, 1.  27.  Text  amended  in  accordance  wiUi  Lat  which  reads— « 
uH  art^ficio  meo, 
IiIII.  p.  372.  From  Odo  de  Ceriton,  Ma  Anindel  292,  leaf  14,  and  M& 
Harl.  219,  leaf  24 — De  formica  eolligenle  cumulum  JrutneniL     Also  in 
Ma  Addit  11,284,  leaf  19,  with  a  different  moral. 

p.  372,  1.  24.  [The  ill  practices  of  dishoneat  execnton  were  a 
common  theme  amongst  early  writers: — ^thos  Robert  de  Branne 
says — 

**  Of  alle  fals  f Aat  beryn  name 
Fals  ezecatoars  are  moste  to  blame ; 
pe  pope  of  ))e  oourte  of  Rome, 
A^ens  hem  ryf\>  he  harde  dome 
'  And  ciirse)?  hem  yn  oberchys  here 
Foure  tymes  joi  ffe  ^ere." 
Handlyng  Synne,  ed.  Fnmiyal],  6259 — 6264.     See  alM 
P.  Plowman,  G.  xziii.  293,  and  B.  zii.  258.] 

LIV.  p.  372, 1.  2  from  bottom.  *'  wolfe."     Lat — lepus. 

p.  373, 1.  2.  ''  here.**     Lat — Berengariuif  id  e$t^  unus, 
p.  373, 1.  8.  "  bestialle  leaynge.**     Lat — bestialiter  tnventium. 
From  Odo  de  Ceriton,  Ma  Arandel  292,  leaf  14b.  ;  Harl.  Ma  219, 
leaf  24 — De  lupo  defvncto.     It  is  quoted  by  Douce,  lUustrcUianM,  iL 
346,  and  Grimm,  Eeinhart  Fuchs^  p.  447. 
LVI.  p.  373.  From  Odo  de  Ceriton,  MS.  Amndel  292,  leaf  15b. ;  Ma 

Harl.  219,  leaf  25  ;  and  Ma  Harl.  463,  No.  60. 
LVII.  p.  374, 1. 19.  ["  Sitteth."   A  mistake  of  tbe  copier :  read  «  fighteth  - 
in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat.  reading — -pugnoLl 

p.  374,  1.  21.  [See  the  Proverbs  of  Hendyng,  Reliq.  Aniiq.  u  111, 
and  the  Owl  and  Nightingale^  1.  174  : 

"  <  Wei  fljt  )iat  wel  fli3t,'  iei>  \^  wise."] 

From  the  same  scarce,  MS.  Arund.  292,  leaf  20b.;  HarL  219,  leaf 
28b.  Qualiter  lupus  et  l^pue  tibi  obviaverunt,  and  ^|pl.  3938,  leaf 
116b.  It  is  quoted  also  by  Bromyard,  Summa  Predicant  v.  Omatus^ 
0.  vii.  17. 
LVm.  p.  374.  From  the  same  collection,  Ma  Addit.  11,284,  p.  10 ; 
MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  30 — QuaUter  rusUcus  invitaiue  fuii  a  domino  tuo 
ad  convivium  ;  and  MS.  Harl.  3938,  leaf  123b.  It  is  also  quoted  in 
Felton*8  Sermones  DominicdUa^  Ma  Harl.  4,  leaf  7. 

p.  374,  I.  1  from  bottom.  ["  deynteth."     See  note  to  p.  370,  L  13.] 
p.  376, 1.  6.  ["  leromye  the  Propbete."     Jeremiah  ii.  18.] 
LIX.  p.  375.  This  story  is  in  Vincent  of  Beanvais,  Spec,  Hist,  xIt.  cap. 
79,  extracted  from  the  Life  of  Saint  Easily  and  so  in  MS.  Addit 
11,284,  p.  50,  and  in  the  Vitas  Patrum,  pt.  1,  leaf  Ixxb.,  but  mnoh  iiiller, 
cap.  Ixii.,  ed.  W.  de  Worde,  1495.     The  Senator  is  there  named 
Protherus,      [It  has  been  versified  by  Robert  de  Brnnne,  Handlyng 
SynnSf  ed.  Fumivall,  pp.  7 — 12.] 
IX  p.  377.  In  the  Vitas  Patrum,  pt  2,  leaf  ccxlb. 

p.  377, 1.  12.  [''  forsake."    Perhaps  we  should  read  **  fonoke^"] 
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LZL  p.  377.  In  MB.  Harl.  219,  leaf  15 — De  quodam  canonieo  $eculan 
ei  fiUa  mffuidam  Judei  husurioge  amantibus.  It  is  also  inserted  in 
HeroIt*8  Promptuar,  Exemplorum,  lit.  C,  exempl.  zxzv.  from  tbe 
Dialoguei  ef  OoBgaritti^  oomposed  in  1222. 

[.  p.  379.  In  MS.  Addit.  11,284,  p.  102,  there  is  a  similar  story,])ut, 
instead  of  a  nail,  a  drop  of  blood  falls  into  the  scale. 

LZV.  p.  380.  This  was  a  most  pcpalar  story,  and  occurs  in  many 
theological  writers.  It  is  quoted  by  Bromyard,  Summa  Predicant,  v. 
PenitenUaf  P.  viii.  17,  and  by  Herolt,  Sermones  de  Temp,  Ixii.  Y.,  and 
Prompt  EpDemplorumj  lit  P.  Iz.,  where  the  Viridarins  is  named  as  the 
authority.  It  occurs  again  also,  with  much  more  detail,  lit.  P.  czxiiii, 
and  the  scene  laid  at  Meydeberg  in  Saxony.  Oliver  Maillard,  a 
popular  French  preacher  of  the  15th  cent,  has  borrowed  it  in  his 
Sermo  de  JusHtia,  printed  at  the  end  of  his  Qucidragenmale  opuB,  leaf 
clxxLb.  12°.,  Par.  1512,  and  it  may  be  found,  with  some  variations, 
in  MS.  Harl.  2316^  leaf  55  (a  collection  of  stories  made  about  1350). 
In  MSL  Addit  11,284,  leaf  96,  a  similar  tale  is  related  of  an  English 
clerk  named  Oliver,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third. 

p.  381,  1.  1.  ["hem."     Probably  we  should  read  "heuyn."] 
p.  382,  1.  12.   ["comes  and  sees.**     The  Northern  form  of  the 
imperative,  which  comes  in  very  strangely  amongst  other  southern 
forma,] 

LZVI.  p.  383,  1.  10.  ["  He  fat  prayeth/'  &o.  Qui  pro  alio  orat,  pro  se 
ipso  laborat,  a  sentence  of  very  frequent  occurrence.] 

LXYH.  p.  384, 1.  4.  "hore-coppis,"  i,  e,,  children  bom  in  adultery ; 
Lat.  JiUos  9purio$,     The  term  is  unusual :  see  glossary. 

This  story  in  popularity  surpasses  even  the  last,  and  is  related  In 
various  forms.  The  English  version  is  immediately  taken  from  the 
Lat  text  in  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  14,  and  the  same  tale  with  variations 
is  in  MS.  Harl.  2316,  leaf  58,  and  in  Herolt.  8erm,  de  Temp,  cxxv.  G. 
and  Prompt,  Ex,  lit  C,  ex.  xxiv.  A  similar  story  is  told  of  a  chap- 
lain in  Sussex,  named  Oodfredus,  in  MS.  Harl.  463,  leaf  8b.  and  the 
English  religious  poem,  called  "The  Trental  of  St.  Gregory,"  MS. 
Cott.  Calig.  A.  ii.  leaf  86,  and  MS.  Cambr.  Ek.  I.  6,  [see  footnote. 
Introduction  p.  xix.]  is  founded  on  a  legend  of  the  same  kind.  The 
appearance  of  the  lady  in  torments  is  imitated  likewise  in  the 
romance  of  "  The  Awntyrs  of  Arthur,"  pr.  in  Laing*s  Popular  Poetry^ 
4^,  1822,  [and  Three  Metrical  Romances^  Gamd.  Soc,  ed.  Robson, 
stanza  X.  See  also  a  metrical  version  in  the  Handlyng  Synne,  ed. 
Fumivall,  pp.  103—5.] 

..  p.  386.     In  MS.  Had.  219,  leaf '24,  intitled— D6  quodam  diviU 
multoi  hahens  vaccas, 

p.  386.  I  am  ignorant  from  what  treatise  of  Bede  this  story  is 
extracted.     It  is  not  in  his  historical  works. 

[A  "  Jurour  *'  was  a  person  of  considerable  importance,  combining 
the  duties  and  authority  of  a  county  magistrate  and  the  headborough 
of  a  town.     Spelman,  Glouarium^  gives  *^  Jurtm  Alias  diountur  qui 
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ad  similitadinem  AldermanDoram  villas  prsesunt  regimini.'*  Originally 
an  elective  office,  in  coarse  of  time  it  became  hereditary  in  certaia 
families.] 

LXXI.  p.  388.  The  same  story  differently  told  is  in  Ma  Harl.  2316^ 
leaf  9,  and  is  similar  in  the  latter  part  to  a  tale  in  Herolt's  Prompt 
tktmpL  G.  xzviii. 

LXXII.  p.  390.  In  MS.  Harl.  406,  leaf  98,  where  the  authority  is 
stated  to  he  Jacobus  de  Vitriaco,  the  well-known  author  of  the  Aurea 
Legenday  and  again  in  Herolt,  Prompt  Exempl,  M.  zxx.  where  Petrus 
de  Amore,  1.  ii.  is  cited. 

LXXIII.  p.  392.  In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  34,  with  the  title,  De  quodam 
solitario  per  vitam  transeunte. 

IXSI^.  p.  393.  In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  34,  De  quadam  muUere  toiam 
vitam  9uam  aperiente  suo  confessori.  Also  in  MS.  Addit.  11,284,  p. 
37,  but  the  scene  is  placed  at  London,  Bromyard  quotes  the  story, 
V.  Confessio,  C.  vi.  63. 

[A  somewhat  similar  but  longer  tale  is  in  the  printed  Latin  (retkt. 
No.  XIII.  ;  see  appendix.] 

LXXVII.  p.  394.  This  is  the  same  story  as  the  fabliau  in  Meon,  II. 
256,  De  la  reine  qui  tua  sa  seneschaL     See  Le  Grand,  v.  147. 

p.  394,  11.  13 — 16.  [There  is  some  confusion  here  doubtless  owing 
to  the  scribe,  who  appears  to  have  partly  repeated  two  lines.] 

TiXXVIII.  p.  396, 1.  2  from  bottom.  [**  Rogere  Denys."  This  doubt- 
less means  Ogier  le  Danois,  one  of  the  celebrated  Douze  pairs  of 
Charlemagne.  See  my  edition  of  Sir  Ferumhrae.  E.  £.  Text 
Society.     Macharie  in  the  Romance  appears  as  Malkare.] 

p.  397,  1.  10.  ["Aubry  of  Mnndider."  Sir  Aubry  was  another 
of  the  Dowse  pairs,  but  he  is  here  incorrectly  described  as  "  of  Mun- 
dider."  In  Sir  Ferumbras  we  find  "  Berard  of  Montdisder,"  also  one 
of  the  celebrated  knights  of  Charlemagne.] 

p.  398,  1.  7.  ["  naymes.**     Another  of  the  Dome  pairs,"] 
p.  399,  1.  9.  ["  Galaren."     Probably  a  corruption  of  "  Gwenelon." 
See  Sir  Ferumbras,  11.  302 — 305.] 

This  is  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  story  in  the  whole  collection, 
and  will  at  once  be  recognized  as  the  well-known  tale  of  the  Dog  of 
Afontargis,  The  earliest  shape  in  which  it  has  yet  been  traced,  is  an 
anecdote  related  of  Pyrrhus  by  Plutarch,  in  his  treatise,  De  soleriia 
Animalium,  0pp.  II.  969,  ed.  Frank.  1599  ;  and  with  some  variations 
the  same  narrative  is  inserted  in  the  Latin  Bestiarium  of  the  12th 
cent,  or  earlier,  MS.  Addit.  11,283,  leaf  10.  Of  the  story  in  the  present 
MS.  the  late  Mr.  Douce  writes  thus,  in  1826,  to  the  Revd.  Wm. 
Conybeare — "  That  of  Charlemagne's  wife  Sibily  (a  lady  nowhere  else 
to  be  found)  is  the  story  of  the  dog  of  Montargis.  /  cannot  conceive 
whence  it  is  taken,**  It  is  somewhat  surprising  Mr.  Douce  should  not 
have  been  acquainted  with  the  "  Dissertation  sur  le  chien  de  Montar- 
gis *'  of  M.  Ballet,  inserted  in  his  Dissertations  sur  la  mythologie  Fraik- 
goise,  IT,  Paris,  1771,  pp.  64 — 92,  in  which  he  might  have  found^ 
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that  the  tale,  as  it  appears  in  the  English,  is  precisely  the  same,  hut 
fuller,  told  by  Alheric  (a  monk  of  the  Cistercian  Abbey  of  Troi§ 
FonUUnety  in  the  diocese  of  Liege)  in  his  Chronicle,  which  ends  with 
the  year  1241,  Leibnitz,  4^,  1798,  sub  a^  770.  For  his  authority  he 
expressly  quotes  a  French  romance,  in  the  following  words—*'  Super 
repudiatione  prediotae  reginse,  quae  dicta  est  Sibilla,  a  eanioribu$ 
GhUUeU  pulcherrima  eoniexta  estfabula^  de  quodam  uano  \read  nano] 
torpissimo^  cnjus  occasione  dicta  regina  fuit  ezpulsa ;  de  Alberico 
milite  Montis  Desiderii,  qui  earn  dehuit  conducere,  k  Machario  prodi- 
tore  occiso  ;  de  cane  venatioo  ejusdem  Alberici,  qui  dictum  Macha- 
lium  in  prseseatia  Earoli  Parisiis  duello  miserabili  devicit,"  &c.  It 
is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  romance  of  the  Carlovingian  cycle 
is  not  at  present  known  to  exist,  as  it  would  have  formed  an  admir- 
able companion  to  the  beautiful  Romans  de  Berte  aus  grans  Pies, 
published  by  M.  Paris,  12^.,  1832,  but  it  is  in  some  measure  preseryed 
in  an  old  Spanish  version,  entitled  Hystoria  de  la  reyna  Sebilla^  4^ 
Sot.  1532,  of  which  a  copious  abstract  is  given  by  Wolf,  in  his  inter* 
esting  essay,  Ueber  die  neuesten  Leistungen  der  Franzosenfur  die  Her^ 
ausgabe  ikrer  National-Heldengedichte.  8^.  Wien,  1833.  pp.  124^158. 
The  same  story  is  referred  to  *'  ut  in  Gestis  Caroli  Mag^i,**  by  Petrus 
Berchorius  in  his  Dictionary,  v.  Cants,  IIL  308,  ed.  1831,  and  it  is 
curious  to  observe  that  the  entire  history  has  been  interwoven  into 
the  English  romance  of  Syr  Tryamore  (in  Utterson,  L  5);  a  fact 
nnnoticed  by  George  Ellis,  in  his  analysis  of  this  romance,  IIL  182. 
With  regard  to  the  adoption  of  the  story  at  a  later  period  as  an  his- 
torical occurrence  of  the  reign  of  Charles  V  (1364 — 1380),  and  refer- 
ences to  the  French  writers  who  have  thus  regarded  it,  see  the  Dis- 
sertation of  Ballet  above  noticed,  and  Wolf  *s  Note  to  his  Essay  above 
cited,  p.  137. 

T.icxx-  p.  399.  This  story  is  taken  from  St  Anselm,  but  from  what  part 
of  his  writings  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  The  scene  of  the 
Devil  and  his  imps  has  been  copied  into  many  otlier  legends.  It  is 
versified  in  Robert  de  Brunne^s  Handlyng  Synne  ;  [ed.  Fumivall,  p. 
368],  and  occurs  in  Latin  in  Felton's  Semumes  DominicaUs,  pt.  2, 
Serm.  15,  D ;  Ma  Harl.  5396,  and  MS.  Sloane,  4029,  leaf  197b. 

LXXXI.  p.  401.  Another  version  of  the  story  commented  on  above, 
No.  LXVIL 

p.  402, 1.  27.  [James  ii.  19.] 

p.  403.  ["  to  preeente  with  cure  worthy  kyng* "  :  that  is,  to 
present  our  worthy  king  with.  The  preposition  with  is  not  uncom- 
monly thus  placed  immediately  after  its  verb.  Thus  we  find  in  P. 
Plowman,  C.  I.  133,  '*  to  closye  with  heuene,'*  to  close  heaven  with  : 
and  again,  B.  XL  116,  '*  to  wratthe  with  treuthe,"  to  enrage  Truth  by." 
So  in  Chaucer,  Squire's  Tale,  471,  *'  to  helen  with  your  hurtes,"  to 
heal  your  hurts  with.] 

LXXXVI.  p.  406.  From  Bede's  Hist.  EcclesiasHca,  lib.  V.  cap.  13,  p. 
198y  ed.  Smith.     It  is  versified  [by  Robert  of  Brunne,  Handlyng 
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BynM^  ed.  Famivall,  p.  138]  and  qnoted  by  Bromyard,  Summa  Pre- 
dicant, ▼.  DeiperaUo,  D.  II.  5. 

p.  406, 1.  24.  [*'  the  tothere  day  "  :  the  next  or  following  day.] 
LXXXVIL  p.  408, 1.  9.  [*'  chemeny  "  :  fire-place.  This  is  the  proper 
meaning  of  the  word  £rom  Lat  eaminius.  See  Prof.  Skeat^s  note  on 
P.  Plowman  15,  z.  94,  and  my  note  on  Sir  Ferumbnu,  L  2232.] 
LXXZVni.  p.  409.  A  similar  legend,  localised  at  London,  is  told  by 
Felton  in  his  Sermona^  pt.  2,  Serm.  40,  MS.  Harl.  5396.  Another  is 
related  by  Bromyard,  ▼.  DuperatiOf  D.  IL  3,  of  a  man  who  refosed  to 
repent  until  death  approached,  and  then  replied  to  the  entreaties  of 
his  mother  thus, "  *  Modo  nimis  tarde  est ;  *  et  addidit,  *  Mater,  cantabo 
tibi  canticnm,*  et  incepit  sic,  *  Warlyei  blisae^  Kaf  god  day,  for  ye 
la9$e  ylorunhf  ye  more  weylaway,^^^ 

p.  409, 1.  23.  ["  he  lafte  no  membre  of  crista  but  that  he  swan 
therby."     See  note  to  p.  410,  1.  23  below.] 

p.  410,  11.  3,  4.  [**  But  if  he  wolde  amende  hym  or  he  deyed.** 
These  words  appear  to  be  unnecessarily  repeated  by  a  slip  on  the 
part  of  the  scribe.] 

p.  410, 1  23.  [**  with  thy  grete  othes  then  haste  thus  rente  hym.**] 
Compare  p.  409,  1.  23  aboye.  Chaucer,  Personee  Tale^  De  Ira^  says : 
— **  For  Cristes  sake  swere  not  so  sinnefuUy  in  diememhring  of  Criet, 
by  Boule,^herte,  bonea^  and  body  ;  for  oertes  it  semeth,  that  ye  thinken 
that  the  cursed  lewes  dismembred  him  not  ynough,  but  ye  diememhre 
him  more :  "  and  again,  Pardoneree  Tale,  1.  472  : 

«  Her  othes  been  so  grete  and  so  dampnable^ 
That  it  is  grisly  for  to  here  them  swere; 
Our  hlissed  lordes  body  they  to^tere :  ** 

So  also  in  the  OomplaifU  of  the  Plowman^  Wright's  PoUUcal  Sotkys^ 
Roll's  Series,  I.  311  : — 

**  These  wollen  make  men  to  swere 
Ayenst  Christea  oommaundement ; 
And  Chrittei  membres  all  to-tere 
On  rood  as  he  were  new  y-rent.*' 

See  also  Barclay,  Ship  of  FooU^  ed.  Jamieson,  I.  27,  and  other  pas- 
sages quoted  in  Prof.  Skeat's  note  to  Chaucer,  Pardoneree  Tale,  474, 
to  which  add  Occleve,  De  lUgimine  Prindpum,  p.  23 : 

'*  To  the  taveme  quykly  I  me  spedde, 
Aud  pleide  at  dyce  while  the  nyght  wolde  endure. 
There  the  fourmere  of  every  creature 
Dismembrede  I  with  othes  grete,  and  rent 
Lym/ram  lym^  or  I  thens  went.** 

See  also  Crowley's  Epigrame,  E.  E.  T.  Soc,  ed.  Cowper,  p.  19.     Tlie 
whole  incident  as  narrated  in  our  tale  has  been  versified  by  Robert 
de  Brnnne,  Handlyng  Synne^  pp.  23 — 6.] 
XC.  p.  412.  In  the  work  of  Bromyard,  so  often  quoted,  ▼.  Invidia,  I. 
vi.  19,  is  a  tale  of  the  same  kind,  [as  follows : — 

^De  altero  fertur  qui  ad  imperatorem  Fredericum  veniens  cnm 
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frnctibiifl  qaos  miiltam  dilezit,  iDgressnra  habere  non  potait  nisi  jan- 
itoii  lucri  promitteret  medietatem.  Imperator  vero  in  fructibus  illia 
delectataa,  eum  ooegit  ut  aliqnid  peteret,  qui  petiit  at  aibi  centum 
ictus  dari  preeciperet.  Cujua  causam  cum  imperator  cogpioyiBset 
8U08  ictus  leyiter,  alterius  vero  graviter  solyi  jussit."  MS.  Beg.  7  £. 
lY.  leaf  249. 

He  immediately  before  mentions  another  story  in  which  one  man 
voluntarily  parts  with  one  of  his  eyes,  in  order  that  another  may  lose 
both.  This  also  occurs  in  Gower.  A  similar  tale  forms  the  subject 
of  a  novel  in  Sacchetti^  nov,  cxcv.]  But  a  nearer  coincidence  with 
the  story  before  us  may  be  seen  in  the  English  romance  of  Sir 
Glegea,  printed  in  Weber^s  Metrical  Bomances,  I.  331.  Many  other 
imitations  could,  no  doubt,  be  added. 

XCL  p.  416,  ].  12.  *'  Donete,"  i,  e.  Grammar,  so  called  from  Donatus, 
the  grammarian.  [7%6  Donet  into  Cristen  reUgUmn  and  The  foUwer 
to  the  Donet  are  titles  of  two  works  of  Pecock,  often  quoted  in  his 
JUpreesor,  In  his  introduction  to  the  first-named  he  says  : — *'  As  the 
comoun  donet  berith  himsilfe  towards  the  full  kunnyng  of  Latyn,  so 
this  booke  for  goddis  laws ;  therfore  this  booke  might  be  conveniently 
called  The  Donet,  or  key  to  Cristen  religioun.**  See  Cotgrave,  a,  v, 
Donat,  and  Prompt.  Parv.  p.  126.] 

This  fable  occurs  in  Bromyard,  v.  Accueatio,  A.  x.  8  (MS.  Reg.  7, 
E  iv.,  leaf  20,  back),  and  is  borrowed  from  one  of  the  numerous 
romances  of  Renard.  See  Grimm's  Reinhart  Fwhs^  pp.  dxzxviii.  1, 
and  432,  8^  1834. 

p.  416,  ].  16.  [On  the  pride  of  baiUes,  &o.,  see  R.  de  Brunne, 
Handlyng  Syrnie,  1.  3072.] 

XCII.  p.  419.  The  source  of  this  story  is,  in  all  probability,  a  fabliau 
in  Meon,  II.  411,  and  Le  Grand,  v.  87,  intitled  Du  Sougretain  de 
BethUem.  I  find  it  also  in  Latin  in  MS.  Had.  463,  No.  129  (written 
temp.  Edward  II.)  and  in  MS.  Addit.  11,284,  leaf  104. 

ZCIII.  p.  422  ;  XCIV.  p.  424  ;  and  XOVI.  p.  426.  In  all  probability 
these  legends  are  extracted  from  some  collection  of  the  Miracles  of 
the  Virgin,  but  I  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  find  them  in  the 
many  volumes  I  have  turned  over  to  illustrate  the  preceding  tales. 

W.  de  Worde  I.  p.  429.  In  several  MSS.  of  the  A.-Lat.  Geata  this  story 
is  prefixed  to  the  usual  series.  This  is  the  case  in  MSS.  Harl.  5369  ; 
Reg.  8,  F.  vi. ;  Bodl.  123  and  857  ;  Graves,  54  ;  and  Douce,  101.  In 
the  English  translation  by  B.  P.,  printed  in  1703,  it  stands  as  No.  11. 
It  is  cited  by  Felton  in  his  Sermonea^  MS.  Hari.  4,  leaf  39b.  See  the 
Notes  to  the  similar  story  from  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  60,  at 
p.  469. 

n.  p.  431, 1.  6.  [**  a  vertuous  tre."  Lat  arborem  que  in  ae  magnam 
Jiabuit  virtutem  aic  quod  omnea  infirmi  qxd  de  fructu  ejua  comederanty 
aanitatem  priatinam  hahuerunt  excepta  lepra.  In  the  Moralite,  lepra  is 
explained  as  deaperacio  de  miaericordia  dei  que  dicitur  eaae  peccatum  in 
apiritum  aanctum,  ergo  non  aalvabitur  nee  hie  neejuturo.'] 
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p.  431,  1.  8.  [^  all  y*  is  vnder  the  erthe  and  aboae  the  eithe."  In 
the  Latin  Veraion  printed  by  Oeeterley  in  his  Appendix,  No.  196,  the 
reading  here  is  amne  quod  est  sub  ierra^  but  in  the  MoraJite  it  is  cor- 
rectly, datur  sub  et  super,] 

p.  431,  I.  15.  ["  all  y^  is  grete  and  smale."  In  Oesterley's  textr^ 
amne  quod  erat  in  altitudine  et  in  summitate.] 

p.  432,  1.  30.  ['*  a  dyscrete  physycyon  : "  Lat  Balnealorem,  a 
barbernsargeon.] 

p.  434,  last  line.  ["  holy  scriptnre.^  I  have  been  unable  to  trace  this 
reference  to  its  source.] 

This  story  forms  part  of  a  tale  among  the  Fabuks  Extravagantes  of 
8org*s  JEsopy  fab.  13.  In  the  German  MS.  translation  of  the  Gesbiy 
Ma  Addit.  10,291  (written  in  1420)  it  is  cap.  18.  [It  forms  chapt  I 
of  the  edition  of  1703.  Compare  tale  No.  262  in  the  Appendix.] 
IIL  p.  436,  I.  29.  ["hym,''  1.  26,  "her."  A  similar  confusion  of 
genders  occurs  at  p.  17,  11.  23,  26,  and  p.  243, 11.  1,  17,  27. 

This  is  a  Rabbinical  tradition,  told  originally  of  King  Solomon, 
when  building  the  temple.  It  may  be  found  in  Petrus  Comestor^s 
Historia  Scholastica,  3  Kings,  cap.  8,  from  whom  it  is  borrowed  by 
Gervase  of  Tilbury,  in  his  OHa  Imperialiay  cap.  104,  and  thence  in 
Petrus  Berchorius,  Reduci.  Moralis,  lib.  xiy.  cap.  9.  It  is  also 
quoted  from  Comestor  in  the  MS.  treatise  [wrongly  attributed  to 
Wyclif]  called.  The  last  Age  of  the  Church,  preserved  in  Trinity 
College,  Dublin.  [See  also  Vincent  of  Beauvais,  Speculum  Naturale, 
XX.  170.] 
ly.  p.  436,  1.  17.  [In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  the  emperor's  name  is  given 
as  Claudiusi] 

p.  436, 1.  19.  ["  vpon  a  daye."  Lat  Edd. — cum  semel  in  strcUu  suo 
jacuisset.  It  was  a  maxim  of  Themistocles,  that  his  daughter  had 
better  marry  a  man  without  an  estate,  than  an  estate  without  a 
man.] 

p.  436,  1.  24.  ["poore  and  wyse.'*  Lat  Edd.  add — quein  rer 
diUxerat.  In  the  original  text,  Socrates  does  not  come  to  the  emperor 
to  ask  for  the  hand  of  his  daughter,  but  is  sent  for  and  addressed  by 
the  emperor,  as  follows  : — "  *  Carissime,  numquid  tibi  placet  filiam 
meam  in  cor^jugem  accipere  9  *  JEl  ille :  *  edamy  domine  peroptime^*  *' 
Then  the  emperor  states  the  condition  upon  which  he  can  have  her 
to  wife,  and  says — "  eliges  ergo  cam  accipere  vel  dimitiere  f  *'] 

p.  437,'  1.  8.  [**  and  wepte  bytterly."  Here  in  the  original  Lat 
Edd.  comes  the  following  passage  : —  '*  Dum  sic  esset  in  dolors,  rex 
A  lexander  in  eademforesta  venabatur.  Miles  quidam  A  lexandri  Socratem 
vidit,  ad  sum  equitabat  et  aU  ei:  *  Carissime,  cujus  home  esf*  Et  Hie  .- 
'  ffomo  talis  domini  sum  ego,  quod  servus  domini  mei  est  dominus  domini 
tui,*  Ait  miles :  '  Non  est  major  domino  meo  in  toto  mwido :  sed  ex 
quo  taUa  dids  ducam  te  ad  dominum  meum  et  audiemus,  quis  est  dominus 
tuus,  de  quo  tot  et  tanta  presunUs,*  Cum  autem  coram  rege  Alexcmdro 
ductus  fuisset,  cut  d  rex  :  *  Carissime,  quis  est  dominus  tuus,  de  quo  talia 
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dki$,  quod  $ervut  ^us  est  dominuB  mem  ? '  Ait  ille  :  ^  Dominus  meus 
€8i  raeiOy  servus  t^'us  voluntas,  sic  est  ergo  quod  tu  per  voluntatem  tuam 
regnum  tuum  et  non  per  racionem  hucuequs  gubemcuH,  Ideo  aervui 
domkii  met,  hoc  eat  volunUUy  eat  dominua  tuua.*  Audiena  hec  Alexander 
ait :  *  Cariaaime,  prudenter  reapondiati,  vade  in pace.^  Ah  ilia  die  cepit 
rex  regnum  auum  raeione  gubemare,  et  non  voluntaie.  Socratea  vero 
aolua  foreatam  intravit  et  flevU  amare  pro  iua  confuge.  Senex  quidam 
venU  ad  eum,"  &c.] 

p.  437, 1.  16.  ["  after  my  counceyll."  Lat.  Edd.  add— uxor  tua  eat 
de  aanguine  regum:  cum  rex  minutaafuerit,  uxor  tuapectua  et  ubera  UnieU 
de  aanguine  patria  aui,  deinde  in  iata/oreata  tree  herbaa  inveniea^  &c.] 

p.  438, 1.  5.  [''  for  be  hatb  power,"  &c.  Not  in  the  Lat  Edd.  which 
reads — Alexander,  qui  venatua  eat,  eat  homo  mundanua  qui  pociua 
regulatur  voluntate  quam  raeione,  aedper  aacram  doctrinam  emendaiur. 
Si  per  peccatum  infectua  ea,  primo  Uniaa  pectua  tuum  cum  aanguine,  i.  e. 
reeeniem  memoriam  de  Chriati  paaaione  habeaa  in  corde :  deinde  coUige 
irea  herbcu,  acilicet  confeaaionem,  coniricionem  et  aatiafactionem :  de 
prima  faeiaa  pocionem,  acilicet  de  peccatia  aemper  dolere,  de  aUia 
emplaatrum,  i.  e.  penitendam,  et  aie  aanitatem  perdpiea,  ut  aic  per 
conaequena  ad  diviciaa  vile  eteme  promoveri  poaaia,  ad  quam  noa  perducat, 
&c.  This  tale,  as  narrated  in  the  original  Lat  text,  is,  from  the 
extraordinary  manner  in  which  Alexander  the  Great,  Socrates,  and  a 
Boman  Emperor  are  jnmbled  together,  one  of  the  most  cnrions  in  the 
whole  collection.] 

Tyrwhitt  refers  to  Qower,  Confeaa,  Amantia,  lib.  iii.  for  this  story, 
but  it  is  not  there.  It  is  quoted  by  Felton  in  bis  Sermonea,  MS.  Harl. 
4,  leaf  44b.  In  the  MS.  German  translation,  Ma  Addit.  10,291,  it 
18  cap.  22,  [The  latter  part  of  this  apologue  is  in  Alphonsus,  De 
ClericaU  DiacipUnaJ] 
V.  p.  438, 1.  16.  ["  moche."     Lat  tenerrime,] 

p.  438, 1.  20.  ["  thy  wyll  shall  be  fulfylled."  Printed  Lat  Edd. 
add — rex  vero  vertebat  ae  adparietem  et  emiait  apiritum,  filiua  vero  aatia 
honorifice  eum  tradidit  aepulture.     See  note  to  p.  72, 1.  20.] 

p.  438, 1.  28.  [«  fynysshe  his  lyf."  Printed  Lat  Edd.  fkdd— Filiua 
regie  hec  audiena  intra  ae  cogitabat:  lam  invent  quern  diu  queaivi, 
acceaait  ad  regem  etflexia  genibua  eum  aalutavit,  &c.] 

p.  439,  1.  5.  ["a  more  fole,'*  &c.  Lat  Edd. — non  inveni  tarn 
magnum  atultum  et  in/aiuatum  quam  voa,  &c.] 

p.  439,  L  9.  [''  myscheuous  deth."     Lat — mala  morte,] 

p.  439,  1.  21.  [**fole8  &  ydeotes,"  &c.  Lat,— fatuia  qui  magia 
mundum  et  ea  que  in  mundo  aunt  appeiunt,  quam  deum.  Rex,  qui  per 
unum  annwn  regnavit  poteat  did  quilibet  homo  in  hoc  mundo  exiatena,  qui, 
Ucet  centum  omnia  vivet,  eat  iamen  quasi  una  hora  reapectu  vite  future,  et 
tamen  non  deaiatit  miaer  homo  die  ac  nocte  laborare,  et  poat  mortem  in 
exiUum,  i.  e.  in  infemum  pom,  ai  cum  peccato  moriali  decedat^  ubi  mala 
i^finita  invemet  Et  pauci  aunt  qui  de  iato  exilio  cogitant.  Faciamua 
ergo,  &c.] 
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This  story  (omitting  the  Moralite)  has  been  preTiooely  printed  in 
the  RetrotpecUve  Review,  ii.  p.  328, 8^.  1820,  and  in  Hartehorae's  Book- 
Rarities  of  Oombfidge,  8^.  1829.  The  fiction  is  of  Eastern  origin,  as 
may  be  seen  in  Cardonne,  Melanges  de  Hit,  Orient  i.  68,  and  became 
popalar  in  Europe  from  its  forming  part  of  the  romanoe  of  Barlaam 
and  Josaphat,  Vine,  Bell  lib.  xv.  cap.  17,  the  Greek  text  of  which  is 
printed  in  the  Jahrbuch  der  Liter,,  Vol.  xxvi.  p.  33,  and  thence  quoted 
in  MS.  Addit.  11,284,  p.  64,  and  Bromyard*8  Summa  Predicaniium  ▼. 
QuoBrere,  Q.  i.  3.  It  forms  cap.  74  of  the  Latin  printed  Oeeta^  and 
cap.  5  of  the  A.-Lat  MSS.,  and  in  the  MS.  German  translation  cap. 
41.  From  the  Chsta,  it  has  been  versified  in  the  German  work  called 
Der  Renner,  Frankfort,  1549,  leaf  16,  and  is  frequently  cited  by  later 
writers. 

.  p.  440, 1.  2.  ''  Edfenne."  Printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  4,  read  Goeear. 
In  MS.  Harl.  5369,  OdfemiuSf  which  is  a  corruption  from  Eufemianue 
in  MSS.  Hari.  2270  and  5259. 

p.  440, 1.  3.  ['*  sholde  be  at  her  wyll,"  Ac  Printed  Lat  Edd.— 
in  elections  mulieris  esset  utrum  vir  mori  deberet  vel  earn  eine  dots  m 
uxorem  duceret,"] 

p.  440,  1.  19.  [**  Goddes  mercy.*'  Printed  Lat  Edd. — qui  rvqdt, 
i.  a  violat  duos  mulieres  scilicit  justiciam  et  misericordiam,  que  sunt 
ambe  filie  deL  The  Lat.  Edd.  omit  the  passage  in  W.  de  Worde's 
version  down  to  the  words  "  hath  very  contrycyon,"  and  then  con- 
tinue : — Raptor  convocatur  coram  judice,  quando  amma  separatur  a 
corpore.  Prima,  scilicet  justicia,  contra  peccatorem  alUgal,  etemaUter 
eum  debere  mori  per  legem  justicie;  sed  altera,  sdlicet  misericardia 
divina  allegat,  quod  per  contricionem  et  confessionem  sahabitur.  Idea 
studeamus  sic  deo  placere^'\ 

This  is  chapter  60  of  the  German  MS.  translation.  MS.  Harl. 
10,291. 

[Amongst  the  old  Manx  '*  Temporal  Customary  Laws,**  1577,  occurs 
the  following : — 

"  If  any  man  take  a  woman  by  constraint,  or  force  her  against 
her  will,  if  she  be  a  wife  he  must  suffer  the  law  for  her.  If 
she  be  a  maid  or  a  single  woman,  the  Deemster  shall  give  her  a 
rope,  a  sword,  and  a  ring :  and  she  shall  have  her  choice  to  hang 
with  the  rope,  cut  off  his  head  with  the  sword,  or  marry  with  the 
ring.**     N.  &  Q.  4th  Ser.  iv.  418. 

In  ReHq,  AnOqucs,  i  281,  the  following  allusion  to  the  sabject 
occurs : — 

"'  Of  life  and  dath  nowe  ohuse  the. 

There  is  the  woman,  here  is  the  galowe  tree.* 
<  Of  boothe  ohoyoe  harde  is  the  parte ; 
The  woman  is  the  warsse,  driue  forthe  the  carte.*  '- 

John  Manningham*s  Diary,  printed  by  Sir  W.  Tite,  has  the  fol- 
lowing entry  on  this  subject  at  p.  102,  under  date  December  12, 
1602:— 
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^  It  18  the  CTiBtome  (not  the  la  we)  in  Fraunce  and  Italy,  that  yf  anie 
notoriooB  professed  strumpet  will  begg  for  a  husband  a  man  which  is 
going  to  execution,  he  shal  be  reprieved,  and  slie  may  obteine  a 
pardon,  and  marry  him,  that  both  their  ill  lives  may  be  bettered  by 
BO  holie  an  action.  Hence  grew  a  jeast,  when  a  scoffing  gentlewoman 
told  a  gentleman  shee  heard  that  he  was  in  some  danger  to  have  been 
hanged  for  some  villanie,  he  answered,  *  Truely,  madame,  I  was  feard 
of  nothing  soe  much  as  you  would  have  begd  me.' 

"  In  England  it  hath  bin  vsed  that  yf  a  woman  will  beg  a  con- 
demned person  for  her  husband,  shee  must  come  in  hir  smocke  onely, 
and  a  white  rod  in  hir  hand :  as  Sterril  said  he  had  seen. 

"  Montague  tells  of  a  Piccard  that  was  going  to  execution,  and 
when  he  sawe  a  limping  wenche  coming  to  begg  him,  'Oh,  shee 
limpe,  she  limps  I  *  sayd  hee,  '  dispatch  me  quickly,*  preferring  death 
before  a  limping  wife." 

H.  A.  Kennedy,  in  N.  d  Q,  4th  Ser.  iv.  417.] 

ZZVm.  p.  441, 1.  2.  "  Andromyke."   A.-Lat. — Andronicui.    ["  Aboue 
all  thynge  loued  melody."     The  A.-Lat.  text  adds — c%c<mie,J 

p.  441,  1.  4.  [**  and  dranke  of  that  water."  A.-Lat.  —  semel 
hihUset'] 

p.  441, 1.  5.  ["  sholde  be  incontynent  freshe  agayn.**  Not  in  the 
A.-Lat.  text. 

p.  441,  1.  17.  ["  vpon  a  daye."     A.-Lat — hora  guadam  mendiaJ\ 

p.  441,  1.  18.  ["  the  nyghtyngale."  A.-Lat. — ciconie,  MS.  Harl. 
5369,  dcada,] 

p.  441, 1.  29.  [**  without  hurte  or  dethe.**  A.-Lat. — sine  manuum 
violencia,^ 

p.  442, 1.  2.  ["  wherefore  he  sente  ....  to  have  his  counceyll.** 
Not  in  the  original.] 

p.  442, 1.  21.  ["  dyde  auoutry."  A.-Lat.  adds — cum  alio  avs,  so. 
cum  philomena,  qui  eat  masculus.^ 

p.  443, 1. 13.  ["  The  nyghtyngale,"  &c.  There  is  a  confusion  here 
which  the  A.-Lat.  text  enables  us  to  clear  up— Ofcoma  que  tarn  dulciter 
eantabat  super  arhorem  est  amma  que  est  sponsa  Oristi  residens  super 
arborem  sacre  doctrine.     Cantus  ejus  eat  oracio  devota,  &o. 

The  A.-Lat.  text  in  reading  ciconia  agrees  with  Chaucer  who 

Bpeaks  of 

•*  The  storks  wreker  of  avouterie." 

Aaaemblie  o/Ibulea,  1.  341. 

«  This  bird,"  says  Speght  (Gloss,  in  wc.),  "  breedeth  in  the  chimney- 
tops  of  houses,  and  as  it  is  written  of  him,  if  the  man  or  the  wife 
commit  adulteiy,  he  presently  forsaketh  the  place.  And  as  Aristotle 
saitb,  if  his  female  play  false,  he  will,  if  he  can,  kill  her;  or  else  utterly 
forsake  her."  Alexander  Neokham,  De  NcUuris  Rerum  (Roll's  Series, 
ed.  Wright),  pp.  112,  113,  gives  an  exactly  similar  tale,  from  which 
the  following,  which  is  cap.  82  of  the  printed  Lat  Edd.,  appears  to  be 
taken. 
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De  jwUdo  aduUer  antum, 

''  Qaidam  miles  erat,  qui  oastram  palcherrimam  habebat,  super  qoo 
dae  ciconie  nidificabant ;  sub  castro  erat  fons  claras,  in  qao  cicooie 
solebant  se  balneare.  Accidit  quod  femella  pullos  prodazit,  masculas 
vero  per  terram  volabat,  ut  pallia  cibum  colligeret  IIlo  abeunte 
femella  est  adulterata,  sed  antequam  masculas  veniret  ad  fontem 
descenderat,  nt  se  lavaret,  ne  masculas  fetorem  adulterii  seotiret 
Miles  cum  sepins  hoc  vidisset,  admirabatur,  fontem  clausit,  oe 
ciconia  se  lavaret  vel  balnearet ;  ilia  vero  cum  fontem  clausom 
vidisset  et  non  poterat  se  lavare,  post  adulterium  commissam  ad 
nidum  est  reversa.  Masculus  veniens  et  senciens  adulterii  fetoreiu, 
inde  volavit  et  infra  diem  naturalem  secam  multitudinem  ciconiaram 
duxit  et  in  presencia  militis  earn  occiderunt.*' 
Compare  also  cap.  181  of  the  Lat.  Edd.] 
XXZVII.  p.  433.  An  imitation  of  the  Scriptural  stoiy  of  the  Prodigal 
Son. 


ADDITIONAL    NOTE. 


IX.  MS.  Harl.  7333,  p.  23.  A  poem  founded  on  this  tale  is  printed  by 
Pinkerton  in  his  ScoHsh  Poems,  1792,  III.  189,  with  the  title  "The 
Bludy  Serk,  a  Pious  Fable,  made  by  Master  Robert  Henderson." 
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APPENDIX. 


SHORT  NOnCBS  OF  TALES  IN  THE  PRINTED  LATIN  EDITION  OF 
THE  GESTAy  AND  NOT  FOUND  IN  THE  ENGLISH  MSa 

{The  titles  are  numbered  at  in  the  printed  edd^  and  where  a  number  is  skipped 
it  ftill  be  understood  that  the  tale  corresponds  with  one  in  the  English 
versions.     See  the  Comparative  Table^  p.  xxix.) 

I. 

Story  of  the  danghter  of  the  Emperor  ''  Pompeias,**  who,  eluding  the 
gnard  set  over  her  by  her  father,  elopes  with  a  certain  dake.  They  are 
pursued  by  a  fighting-man  (pugilfortis)  in  the  retinue  of  the  Emperor, 
who  slays  the  duke  and  leads  back  the  princess  to  her  father,  to  whom, 
after  some  time,  she  is  reconciled.  The  story  concludes  with  an  account 
of  six  gifts  presented  to  her  on  her  betrothal  to  a  noble  of  the 
country.     (In  Holkot*s  MoraHtateSy  24.) 

II. 

The  Emperor  Titus  established  a  law  that  sons  should  be  bound  to 
support  their  parents.  The  story  tells  how  there  were  two  brothers, 
one  of  whom  has  a  son,  who,  against  his  father's  wishes,  supports  his 
nncle  when  in  distress  and  poverty.  In  course  of  time  the  positions  of 
the  two  brothers  are  changed,  and  the  son  is  obliged  to  support  his 
father.  The  uncle,  now  rich,  declares  that  as  his  nephew  had  been 
disobedient  to  his  father's  wishes  he  shall  not  be  his  heir,  to  which  the 
nephew  replies  that  as  he  had  only  iCtted  in  accordance  with  the  law 
he  ought  not  to  suffer  for  so  doing.  (From  Seneca,  Controversial  lib. 
I.  1.     PaUruus  Ahdiccma,) 

III. 

Story  of  an  adulteress,  who,  in  accordance  with  the  law,  is  thrown 
from  a  lofty  precipice.  She,  however,  miraculously  escapes  uninjured, 
on  which  the  judge  sentences  her  to  be  again  thrown  down,  but  on  her 
protesting  that  the  law  does  not  allow  anyone  to  be  punished  twice  for 
the  same  offence,  dismisses  her.     (From  Seneca,  Qmlrov.,  I.  3.) 

GKSTA.  93 
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VI. 

Story  of  an  emperor  and  his  wife  who  enter  into  a  solemn  agreement 
that  neither  shall  survive  the  other.  The  emperor,  while  absent  in  a 
distant  part  of  his  empire,  in  order  to  prove  his  wife,  causes  a  report  of 
his  death  to  be  carried  to  her.  The  empress,  on  hearing  it,  throws 
herself  from  a  precipice,  but  without  injuring  herself  greatly.  She  still 
wishes  to  fulfil  her  promise,  but  is  dissuaded  by  her  father.  (Seneca, 
Controv.,  II.  10.) 

XII 

Of  a  man  who  refuses  to  attend  at  Mass  when  celebrated  by  a  certain 
priest,  whose  private  life  was  immoral,  and  how  it  is  shown  to  him  that 
the  sins  of  the  priest,  who  is  only  the  minister  or  means,  cannot  affect 
the  goodness  of  the  sacrament. 

XIII. 

Story  of  an  empress  who  having  given  birth  to  a  child  of  which  her 
own  son  is  the  father,  murders  it  in  order  to  escape  detection.  Some 
of  the  blood,  however,  falling  on  her  left  hand  forms  there  four  circular 
marks  which  cannot  be  effaced,  and  to  hide  which  she  is  obliged 
constantly  to  wear  a  glove  on  that  hand.  The  Virgin  Mary  appearing 
in  a  vision  to  the  confessor  of  the  empress  discovers  to  him  the  crime, 
and  through  him  promises  pardon  and  forgiveness  to  the  empress  if  aho 
will  confess  her  sin.  (In  Vincent  de  Beauvais,  SpecuL  Hut^  7.  9^ 
Compare  a  somewhat  similar  story  in  No.  Ixxiv.  of  MS.  Addit.,  p.  393.) 

XV. 

This  is  the  story  of  the  life  of  St  Alexins,  son  of  Eufemian,  a 
Noble  and  Senator  of  Rome.  (The  story  is  well  known  from  the  metrical 
versions  from  the  Laud  MSS.  108  and  463 ;  Cotton  MS.  Titos  A.  zxvi.  ; 
the  Vernon  MS.  and  MS.  Trinity  Coll.  (Oxford)  57,  edited  for  the  Early 
English  Text  Society,  by  Mr.  Fumivall,  1878.) 

XVI. 

Story  of  an  emperor  of  Rome,  who,  while  digging  out  the  foundations 
for  a  palace,  fiuds  a  golden  coffer  encircled  with  three  rings,  and  with 
an  enigmatical  inscription  on  it.  ExperuH,  donam^  servavi,  hcUnn^  haheo^ 
perdidiy  punior  ;  primo  quod  expendi  kabui,  quod  donavi  habeo.  Calling 
together  his  nobles  and  wise  men,  he  lays  the  inscription  before  them 
and  enquires  its  meaning.  The  answer  does  not  explain  the  whole  of 
the  inscription,  the  last  two  sentences  being  omitted, 

XVIII. 

Story  of  Julian,  of  whom  it  was  predicted  that  he  should  be  the 
murderer  of  his  parents.  To  escape  this  fate  he  leaves  his  home  secretly 
and  departs  to  a  far  distant  land  where  he  marries.     HiB  parents  in 
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their  search  for  him  arrive  at  his  house  and  are  received  by  his  wife, 
who  gives  up  to  them  her  own  bed.  Julian  returning  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  and  finding  two  persons  in  his  bed,  slays  them,  thinking  that 
he  has  caught  his  wife  in  the  act  of  adultery.  On  learning  the  truth  lie 
gives  way  to  grief,  and  the  story  concludes  with  the  visit  of  an  Angel 
to  Julian,  to  assure  him  that  his  crime  has  been  pardoned.  (See 
Golden  Legend,  ed.  1493,  leaf  90,  and  Metrical  Lives  of  the  Saints,  MS. 
Bodl.  1596,  leaf  4.) 

XIX. 

A  story  in  which  CiBsar  and  Pompey  are  introduced,  and  the  well- 
known  tale  of  the  passage  of  the  Rubicon  by  the  former  narrated. 
(From  Lucan,  PharsaUa,  I.  185 — 192.) 

XXI. 

Tlie  story  (from  Herodotus,  vii.  239)  of  Demaratus,  king  of  Sparta, 
who  while  living  in  exile  at  the  Persian  Court,  becomes  aware  of  the 
designs  of  the  king  against  his  countrymen.  Although  smarting  under 
the  sense  of  the  wrongs  done  to  him,  he  determines  to  thwart  the  plans 
of  the  Persian  monarch  by  sending  information  to  Sparta.  lu  order  to 
do  so  secretly  he  covers  the  writing  on  the  tablets  with  wax,  so  that 
nothing  is  visible.  .  The  Spartans  on  the  receipt  of  the  tablets  are 
perplexed,  but  the  device  is  discovered  by  Gorgo,  the  wife  (not  sister) 
of  the  Spartan  King  Leonidas. 

XXII. 

A  law  of  the  Egyptians  that  whosoever  declared  their  gods  Isis 
and  Serapis  to  be  other  than  immortal  should  suffer  an  ignominious 
death. 

XXIII. 

How  the  heart  of  a  certain  emperor,  who  had  died  from  poison, 
resisted  the  effects  of  fire,  until  covered  with  theriaque, 

XXIV. 

Of  a  certain  enchanted  garden  into  which  fools  only  were  admitted, 
and  in  which  they  always  met  with  death.  (See  Maundeville,  ed. 
H  alii  well,  chapt  xxvii,  pp.  277-8.) 

XXV. 

A  tale  similar  to  that  in  MS.  Harl.  7333,  No.  9,  except  that  the  lady 
in  this  case,  when  wooed,  puts  the  memorials  of  her  deliverer  out  of 
sight,  and  forgets  her  vows.     See  Notes  to  No.  IX.  p.  451. 

XXVI. 

Of  a  king  who  obliged  his  illegitimate  son  to  wear  a  dress  of  two 
different  colours  and  qqalities,  so  that  when  he  looked  at  the  poor  half 
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he  might  he  kept  free  from  pride,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  sight 
of  the  rich  half  might  prevent  him  from  giving  way  to  despair  or  too 
great  humility. 

XXVIII. 

Story  of  the  crafty  manner  in  which  an  old  hag  (vetula)  indaced  an 
empress  during  the  absence  of  her  husband  to  yield  to  the  solicitations 
of  a  young  man,  whose  addresses  she  had  long  resisted,  by  persuading 
her  that  her  little  dog  was  formerly  a  woman,  and  had  been  so  trana- 
formed  in  consequence  of  her  cruelty  to  her  lover.  (In  Alphonsus,  No. 
11.  See  also  Wright's  ed.  of  the  Seven  Sages,  pp.  xviii,  zix.  Le 
Grand,  Fabliaux,  iv.  50,  and  compare  a  similar  tale  in  Wright's  Latin 
Stories^  Percy  Soc.  p.  16,  from  MS.  Harl.  463,  leaf  20,  back.) 

XXIX. 

Of  a  certain  judge  who  for  corruption  was  flayed  by  the  orders  of 
the  emperor  and  his  skin  placed  on  the  seat  of  judgment,  in  order  that 
his  son,  who  was  appointed  to  succeed  him,  might,  if  ever  tempted  to 
give  a  corrupt  sentence,  be  deterred  by  the  sight.  (Told  of  Sisamnea 
and  Cambyses  in  Herodotus,  V.  25.) 

XXX. 

This  corresponds  partly  with  Chapt.  45,  MS.  Hari.  7333.  See  the 
Notes  to  that  tale,  p.  480. 

XXXI. 

Story  of  the  sayiugs  of  Seven  Sages  at  the  death-bed  of  Alexander. 

XXXII. 

A  saying  of  Seneca  to  the  effect  that  no  worm  can  he  produced  in 
the  bodies  of  persons  who  have  died  from  poison,  while  if  a  body  be 
struck  with  lightning  in  a  few  days  it  will  be  fnll  of  them.  {N<Uw\ 
Quasst.,  II.  31.) 

XXXIII. 

A  tale  best  told  in  Chaucer's  words — 

"  Than  tolde  he  me  howe  on  Latumyos 
Compleyned  to  his  felawe  Ariua, 
That  in  his  gardyne  growed  such  a  tie 
On  which  he  seide  that  his  w3n2eB  thre 
Hangged  hem  selue  for  hertes  despitoua. 

*  O  leue  brother/  quod  this  Arious, 

*  Yeue  me  a  plant  of  that  blisf ul  tre, 
And  in  my  gardyne  planted  shal  he  be.*  ** 

WVe  of  Bath's  Preamble,  H  757—764. 

(From  Cicero,  De  Orators,  11.  69,  and  also  in  the  DiMuasio  ad  Rufimim^ 
de  non  ducenda  uxore,  of  Walter  Mapes,  two  MSS.  of  which  have  beea 
mentioned  in  the  Notes  to  tale  X.  of  Harl.  7333,  p.  452.) 
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XXXIV. 

Of  the  seven  maxims  which  Alexander  learnt  from  his  tutor, 
Aristotle. 

XXXV. 

An  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Roman  nobles  celebrated  a 
reconciliation  between  two  enemies  by  sacrificing  a  lamb. 

XXXVI. 

Of  the  answers  of  a  sage  to -the  four  questions — (1)  What  is  man  ? 
(2)  To  what  is  he  like?  (3)  Where  is  he?  and  (4)  Who  are  his 
companions  ? 

XXXVII. 

How  a  serpent,  which  is  called  pervcLB,  not  being  able  to  climb  up  to 
the  nests  of  the  eagle  on  whose  young  it  preys,  emits  a  poisonous  breatli 
which  is  fatal  to  the  young  birds,  and  how  the  eagle  as  a  safeguard 
keeps  in  its  nest  a  certain  stone,  called  achates,  which  has  the  property 
of  driving  away  the  noxious  air.     (Pliny,  Hist.  Natural,^  XXXV.  21.) 

XXXVIII. 

The  story  goes  that  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Henry  II.,  when 
a  certain  city  was  being  besieged  by  its  enemies,  a  dove  descended  in 
the  town,  round  whose  neck  was  found  a  letter,  in  which  was  written, 
^  A  generation  of  dogs  is  coming,  and  will  be  a  quarrelsome  race, 
against  whom  thou  wilt  have  to  defend  thy  laws."  (PHuyi  Hist, 
Natural,  X.  53.) 

XXXIX. 

Of  two  brothers,  between  whom  existed  the  greatest  enmity,  in  so 
much  that  one  laid  waste  the  estates  of  the  other.  The  emperor  hearing 
of  this  determines  to  punish  the  offender.  The  latter  immediately 
hurries  to  his  brother,  begging  him  to  forgive  him  what  he  had  done, 
and  to  shield  him  from  the  emperor's  vengeance.  The  injured  brother 
pardons  him  and  reconciles  him  to  the  emperor.  (From  Felton's 
Sermones.) 

XL. 

Story  of  a  knight  who  suspecting  that  his  wife  was  unfaithful, 
employs  a  certain  clerk  to  find  out  the  truth.  This  the  clerk  does  by 
feeling  the  pulse  of  the  lady,  when  he  notices  that  it  beats  faster  when 
the  name  of  her  suspected  lover  is  mentioned. 

ZLI. 

The  story  of  Cosdras  (Codrus),  king  of  Athens,  who  sacrificed  him* 
self  to  save  his  country  from  the  Dorians. 
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XLII. 


Of  a  pillar  at  Rome,  wbereon  were  the  letters,  P.  P.  P.     8.  Si  S. 
R.  R.  B.    F.  F.  F.  and  the  explanation. 


XLIII. 

Of  CurtiuB  (here  called  Marcus  Anilius),  who  threw  himself  into  the 
gulf  which  had  opened  in  the  Fornm  at  Rome. 

XLIV. 

Of  a  certain  artisan  who  offered  to  make  for  the  Emperor  Tiberioa 
glass  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  unbreakable.  Tiberius  enquiring  how 
this  could  be  done,  the  man  replies  that  he  alone  possesses  the  secret, 
whereupon  the  emperor  orders  him  to  be  beheaded,  saying,  ^'  If  this  art 
should  become  general,  gold  and  silver  would  be  of  little  value.*' 
(From  Pliny,  Hist  Nat,,  lib.  xzxvi.  cap.  16.) 

XL  VI. 

« 

Of  a  man  who  collected  so  many  leaves  from  seven  trees  as  to  bo 
unable  to  carry  them.  He  is  assisted  by  three  strong  men,  but,  when 
leaving  the  wood,  he  falls  into  a  pit  and  is  crushed  by  the  weight  of  his 
load.  The  chapter  concludes  by  stating  that  if  the  **  ashes  of  glass  '* 
(cineres  vitH),  i.  e.  pounded  glass,  be  placed  under  the  bark  of  any  tree 
in  which  a  crow  has  built  its  nest,  so  long  as  it  remains  there,  the  bird 
cannot  hatch  any  eggs. 

XLVII. 

Of  a  Danish  king  who  felt  such  reverence  for  the  three  Magi  that  ho 
made  a  pilgrimage  to  Cologne  where  their  bodies  were  religiously  pre- 
served and  presented  to  each  a  golden  crown.  On  his  return  to  his  own 
land  the  Magi  appear  to  him  in  a  vision  and  present  him  with  three 
caskets,  the  first  containing  gold,  the  second  myrrh,  and  the  third 
frankincense,  at  the  same  time  telling  him  that  at  the  end  of  23  years 
he  is  to  reign  with  them  in  heaven. 

XLVIII. 

Of  the  brazen  bull  of  Phalaris,  the  inventor  and  constructor  of 
which  was  its  first  victim.  (See  Gower,  Confessio  Amantis,  lib.  vii.  leaf 
161,  back.) 

XLIX. 

How  a  certain  duchess  betrayed  a  castle  to  Conan,  king  of  Hun- 
gary, on  condition  that  he  should  marry  her.  He  fulfils  his  promise, 
but  on  the  next  day  orders  her  to  be  put  to  death,  after  having  been 
publicly  abused.  (Evidently  founded  on  the  classical  legend  of 
Tarpeia.) 
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'LI. 

The  reasons  given ^b'y  Tiberius  for  allowing  the  governors  of  pro- 
vinces to  remain  so  long  in  office.     (Aristotle,  Rhetoric^  IL  20.) 

^'  Ltl. 

Of  the  noble  conduct  of  Fabius  Maximus,  who,  having  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  Hannibal  for  the  redemption  of  the  Roman  prisoners 
which  the  Senate  refused  to  'confirm,  sold  his  only  property  and  with 
the  proceeds  paid  the  amount  himself.  (This  is  narrated  in  Livy,  xzii. 
cap.  23.) 

LIII. 

How  a  certain  womSn  of  Syracuse  was  accustomed  to  pray  for  the 
life  of  Dionysius  the  tyrant,  her  reason  being  that  if  he  were  to  die,  his 
place  might  be  filled  by  even  a.  wors^  tyrant.  (This  is  one  of  the 
Fables  of  Odo  de  Ceriton,. taken  fcom  Valerius  Maximus,  VI.  2,  Ex.  2. 
Another  version  from  MS.  Addit.  11,579^  leaf  97,  back,  and  MS.  Arundel 
292,  leaf  13,  is  printed  in  Wright's  Latin  Stories  (Percy  Soo.  1842),  No. 
LI.  p.  49,  which  ends  tirith  the  proverb — ''  Selde  comet  the  lattere  the 
bettere."     See  Douce,  IlluatratiorU,  II.  541.) 

LIV. 

How  the  Emperor  Frederic  11.  built  a  wonderful  marble  gate  on  a 
bridge  at  Capua,  upon  which  statues  of  the  emperor  himself  and  two  of 
liis  judges  were  sculptured.  Over  the  head  of  each  statue  and  above 
the  gate  were  certain  inscriptions. 

LVI. 

Of  a  prince,  who,  finding  that  he  is  the  object  of  the  envy  of  a  cer- 
tain merchant,  invites  him  to  his  palace,  and  entertains  him  at  a  dinner 
at  which  the  food  is  served  out  of  a  human  skulL  In  his  bedchamber 
the  merchant  finds  two  skeletons  hanging  from  the  ceiling.  The  prince 
explains  these  circumstances  and  proves  to  the  merchant  that  riches  do 
not  always  bring  with  them  happiness.     (In  the  Heptameron,  32.) 

LXV. 

Story  of  a  king  who  in  travelling  comes  to  a  place  where  the  road 
divided  into  four.  Here  is  a  sign-post  with  inscriptions  referring  to 
each  of  the  four  roads.  The  king  reads  the  inscriptions  and  determines 
on  following  the  first  road,  the  notice  as  to  which  is,  *'  Oh  king,  if  thon 
ridest  by  this  way,  thou  wilt  find  good  hospitality  for  thyself,  but  thou 
wilt  lose  thy  steed,  and  be  compelled  to  return  on  foot." 

LXIX. 

The  story  of  the  wonderful  shirt  belonging  to  a  carpenter,  which 
retained  its  original  whiteness  so  long  as  his  wife  remained  faithful  to 
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bim,  and  of  the  fortunes  of  three  soldiers  who  tempted  her.  (This  is  the 
story  of  the  Wright's  Chaste  Wife,  edited  for  the  £.  E.  T.  Society  by  Mr. 
F.  J.  Fumivall  from  a  MS.  in  the  Lambeth  Library.  See  a  somewhat  simi- 
lar  tale  quoted  in  Mr.  Wright's  ed.  of  the  Seven  Sagee^  p.  zlvi  It  first 
occurs  in  an  early  French /ad^Miu,  entitled,  De  la  dame  qui  aUrapa  vn 
pretre,  un  prevot,  et  un  foresHer  (see  Le  Grand,  iv.  246)  ;  and  in  Lydgate 
with  the  title  of  The  Tale  of  the  Lody  Prioress  and  her  three  Suitors,  It 
also  forms  the  groundwork  of  Massinger's  play  of  The  Picture.) 

LXXVI. 

Of  the  wonderful  friendship  and  marvellous  cleverness  of  two  phy- 
sicians, and  of  the  friendly  trial  of  skill  between  thenu 

LXXIX. 

Fable  of  the  ass  who,  noticing  the  familiarity  of  his  master's  lap- 
dogs,  and  how  well  they  were  treated,  thought,  '*  If  I  were  to  sing  and 
dance  before  my  master,  and  put  my  feet  round  his  neck,  he  wonld  feed 
me  also  with  dainties,  and  fondle  me.*' 

LXXX. 

Story  of  a  hermit  who,  seeing  an  innocent  man  unjustly  condemned, 
doubts  the  justice  of  God,  and  determines  to  return  into  the  world, 
and  how  it  was  shown  to  him  that  the  judgments  of  God  are  not  as 
those  of  men.  (This  tale  is  the  groundwork  of  Pamcirs  HermiL  It 
occurs  also  in  MS.  Harl.  463,  leaf  8,  with  the  tide  De  Angelo  qui  duxit 
Heremitam  ad  diversa  Hospitia.) 

LXXXIV 

How  a  lady  gave  to  her  lover  a  falcon,  to  which  he  became  so 
attached  as  to  forget  his  vows  to  her.  The  lady  kills  the  bird,  and  thus 
regains  the  afifections  of  her  lover. 

LXXX  VIII. 

Story  of  a  prince  who  destroyed  his  enemies  by  the  cunning  strata- 
gem of  feigning  flight,  and  leaving  behind  him  drugged  wine,  of  which 
they  partook  freely,  and  thus  fell  an  easy  prey  to  him.  (In  Herodotus, 
L  207,  and  Valerius  Maximus,  VII.  4,  Exter.  2.) 

LXXXIX. 

How  a  certain  king  left  by  will  to  his  youngest  son  a  precious  ring, 
and  how  it  was  distinguished  from  others  resembling  it  by  its  miracul- 
ous powers.  (This  story  is  in  the  Decameron^  first  day,  Nov.  3,  with 
some  alterationa    It  also  occurs  in  the  Cento  Novelle  A  ntique^  Nov.  71.) 
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XC. 

Account  of  a  law  that  where  two  brothers  were  left  heirs  to  any 
property,  the  elder  should  divide  the  inheritance  in  two  parts,  of  which 
the  younger  should  have  his  choice.  A  story  tlien  follows  showing  how 
a  man  tricked  his  step-brother  out  of  his  inheritance,  by  placing  all  the 
property  as  one  share,  and  as  the  other  the  mother  of  the  younger  son. 
(From  Seneca,  Controv.,  VI.  3.) 

XCII. 

Story  of  a  king  who,  when  warned  by  his  diviners  that  a  male  and 
a  female  snake  which  had  been  discovered  under  a  wall  in  his  castle, 
foreshadowed  the  deaths  of  a  man  or  a  woman,  voluntarily  submitted 
to  be  put  to  death  that  he  might  save  the  life  of  his  wife.  (From 
Pliny,  HisL  Natural,  VII.  36.) 

XCIII. 

How  the  two  sons  of  a  king  who  had  been  absent  travelling  and 
studying  were  received  by  their  parents  on  their  return  home. 

XCIV. 

How  a  certain  king's  daughter,  who  had  contracted  leprosy  by 
drinking  of  a  certain  fountain,  was  cured  by  being  anointed  with  a 
liquid  which  exuded  from  a  certain  rock,  when  struck  with  a  peculiar 
rod  which  is  pointed  out  by  a  hermit. 

XCV. 

How  Constantino  obtained  the  purple,  being  called  in  by  the 
Romans  to  protect  them  against  the  tyranny  of  Maxentius. 

XCVI. 

How  Alexander  issued  a  proclamation  that  if  any  who  were  under 
any  penalty  to  him  would  come  boldly  while  a  candle  which  he  placed 
in  his  hall  continued  burning  they  should  be  forgiven.  (See  also 
No.  XCVIII  below.) 

XCVII. 
Of  three  warnings  received  by  Julius  C»sar  of  impending  death. 

XCVIII. 

How  the  Romans  were  accustomed,  when  they  besieged  a  castle  or 
city,  to  light  a  candle  of  a  certain  length ;  and,  as  long  as  this  was 
burning,  they  were  willing  to  receive  applications  for  peace.  (Very 
similar  to  No.  XCVI.) 

C. 

How  a  SOD  saved  his  mother  from  the  penalty  attached  to  the  crime 
of  adultery.     (Seneca,  Controv. ,  I.  4.) 
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CTII. 

Story  of  Domitian,  wbo  for  a  thousand  pieces  of  silver  bought  three 
maxims  from  a  merchant,  viz : — (1)  Before  yon  do  anything,  think  of 
the  conseqaenoes ;  (2)  Never  leave  the  highway  for  a  bye-way ;  and 
(3)  Never  pass  the  night  as  a  guest  in  a  house  where  the  master  is  an 
old  man  and  his  wife  a  young  woman ;  and  how  each  of  these  maxims 
saved  his  life. 

CVI. 

Of  three  travellers  who  having  but  one  loaf  between  them  agreed 
that  it  should  be  given  to  whichever  should  dream  the  best  dream  the 
next  night.  On  the  morrow  two  relate  their  dreams,  but  the  third 
declares  how  he  dreamt  that  an  angel  bade  him  eat  the  loa^  and  that 
he  had  done  so.     (In  Alphonsus,  No.  18.) 

CVIII. 

Of  the  remarkable  friendship  between  two  thieves  who  were  ready 
to  suffer  death  for  each  other.  One  is  condemned  to  death,  and  asks 
the  other  to  take  his  place  in  prison  while  he  arranges  his  affairs.  He 
does  so,  and  the  time  having  expired,  is  about  to  be  executed  when  the 
first  returns  to  suffer  the  penal^.  The  judge  in  admiration  of  their 
friendship  and  fidelity  pardons  both  of  them.  (Cicero,  Ttucul,  QtuetLf 
V.  22.) 

CXI. 

"  The  classical  story  of  Argus  aud  Mercury  with  some  romantic 
additions."  Warton.  (See  another  version  in  Wright's  Latin  StorieSf 
Percy  Soc.  1842,  pp.  1,  216.) 

CXIV. 

How  a  certain  woodcutter  who  fell  into  a  pit  in  a  forest  was  sup- 
plied with  food,  and  eventually  delivered,  by  holding  on  to  the  tail  of  a 
dragon  which  flew  out  of  the  pit  and  deposited  him  in  a  wood  whence 
he  returned  home.  (Compare  Sinbad's  escape  from  the  Valley  of  Dia- 
monds.) 

cxv. 

How  an  elephant  which  was  so  fierce  that  none  dare  approach  the 
forest  where  its  haunt  was,  was  killed  by  two  virgins,  who  out  of  his 
blood  manufacture  a  very  beautiful  purple  and  many  other  curious 
matters.     (See  Introduction,  p.  zi.) 

CXVIII. 

How  a  knight  recovered  certain  money  which  he  had  entrusted  to 
an  agent  when  about  to  travel,  and  which  the  latter  denied  ever  having 
received.  A  person  is  instructed  to  provide  some  strong  gilt  chests,  to 
fill  them  with  stones,  and  to  offer  to  deposit  the  pretended  treasure  in 
the  hands  of  the  defrauder.     While  this  negociation  is  going  on,  the 
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claimant  repeats  his  demand,  which  the  false  friend  now  complies  with, 
lest  any  suspicion  should  be  east  on  his  probity  in  the  presence  of  the 
new  dupe.     (In  Alphonsus,  No.  14.) 

CXXII. 

A  knight  wounds  his  eye  while  dressing  his  vines.  In  the  mean- 
time his  wife  is  occupied  with  her  paramour.  The  husband  returning 
home  unexpectedly  in  consequence  of  the  accident,  his  wife  contrives 
her  lover*8  escape  by  kissing  her  husband  on  the  uninjured  eye.  (In 
Alphonsus,  No.  8.  See  a  similar  tale  in  Wright's  Latin  Stories  (Percy 
See.  1843),  p.  91,  from  MS.  Harl.  2861.  It  is  also  Nouv.  vi.  of  the 
Nouvelles  de  la  Eeine  de  Navarrty  and  is  imitated  in  the  Cent  Nouvelles 
Nouvelles,  nouv.  zvi,  under  the  title  of  Le  horgne  aveugle.) 

CXXIII. 

A  similar  tale.  The  expedient  in  this  case  is  holding  up  between 
the  husband  and  the  lover  a  sheet  which  the  wife  declares  she  has  been 
occupied  in  making.     (In  Alphonsus,  No,  9.) 

cxxv. 

This  is  the  original  of  the  well-known  story  of  the  "  Three  Black 
Crows.*'  (Compare  a  similar  story,  printed  in  Wright's  Latin  Stories, 
Percy  Soa  1842,  p.  104,  from  the  Promptuarium  Exemplorum,  with  tlie 
title,  De,  xL  corvis  a  parte  posteriori  kominis  evolantibus.  It  is  the  6th 
fable  of  book  viii.  of  the  Fables  of  La  Fontaine,  where  it  is  entitled, 
Les  femmes  et  le  secret,  eggs  being  substituted  for  crows.  See  also 
Byrom's  Poems ^  vol.  i.  p.  31.) 

CXXVI. 

How  the  curiosity  of  the  wife  of  a  certain  Roman  Senator  was 
panished. 

CXXVII. 

A  tale  similar  in  its  character  and  moral  to  No.  LXXX. 

CXXXIII. 

How  two  greyhounds  which  were  bitter  enemies  were  reconciled. 

cxxxv. 

The  story  of  Lucretia,  wife  of  CoUatinus. 

cxxxvi. 

How  the  foolish  credulity  of  a  certain  thief,  who  breaks  his  neck  by 
catching  at  a  ray  of  the  moon,  led  to  his  capture  and  death.  (In  the 
Dirsctorium  Humana  Vita,  and  in  Alphonsus,  No.  22.  See  also 
Wright's  Latin  Stones,  Percy  Soc.  1842,  No.  xxiii,  p.  24.) 
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CXXXVII. 

A  Btoiy  based  upon  the  legend  of  Coriolanns  and  his  mother. 

CXXXVIII. 

How  the  son  of  a  certain  king  joins  his  father^s  enemies,  bnt  being 
struck  with  remorse  on  seeing  his  father  wounded  in  battle,  turns 
against  his  new  allies,  puts  them  to  flight,  and  afterwards  becomes 
reconciled  to  his  father. 

CXLll. 

How  a  certain  king  had  a  forest  stocked  with  all  kinds  of  game, 
which  a  traitor  was  in  the  habit  of  destroying  with  dogs  and  neta.^ 

CXLIII. 

A  story  based  on  the  anecdote  of  Dionysius  and  Damocles. 
(Quoted  in  Bromyard,  v.  Homo,  MS.  Reg.  7,  E.  iv,  leaf  226,  back ;  and 
see  Wright's  Latin  Stories,  Percy  Soc.  1842,  p.  92.) 

CXLIV. 

Corresponding  with  tale  No.  37*  of  MS.  Addit.  9066.  (This  tale  is 
only  noticeable  for  the  fact  that  it  contains  one  of  the  proverbs  in  Ger- 
man, a  circumstance  which  has  led  some  to  believe  the  tales  to  be  of 
German  derivation.  See,  however,  the  remarks  on  this  point  in  tlie 
Introduction,  pp.  xi,  zii,  and  Oesterley,  p.  262.) 

CXLV. 

A  story,  stated  to  be  taken  from  Albertus  (an  abbot  of  Stade,  and 
author  of  a  Chronicle  from  Adam  to  a.d.  1256),  relating  how  Socrates 
discovered  by  means  of  a  mirror  of  polished  steel,  the  reason  why  the 
air  of  a  certain  pass  between  two  mountains  of  Armenia  was  fatal  to  all 
who  attempted  to  go  by  it.  (Compare  No.  LVII.  of  MS.  HarL  7333, 
ante,  p.  240.) 

CXLVI. 

The  well-known  reply  of  Diomedes  the  pirate  to  Alexander  the 
Great.  "  I  who  am  master  of  but  one  ship  am  termed  a  pirate ;  bnt 
thou,  who  dost  oppress  the  world  with  immense  armaments,  art  called 
a  king  and  a  conqueror."     (Cicero,  De  Eepubl.,  III.) 

CXLVII. 

How  the  enemies  of  a  certain  king  compassed  his  death  by  poison- 
ing the  water  of  the  well  from  which  he  was  accustomed  to  drink. 

'  This  tale  is  remarkable  as  containing  the  names  of  the  dogs,  which  are 
of  Saxon  origin.  They  are  given  as — Richer,  Emulemin,  HanegifE^  Bandyn, 
Criamel,  Egofyn^  Beamis  and  Renelen.     See  the  Introduction,  p.  xii. 
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CXLVIIl. 

The  well-known  tale  of  Arion  and  the  dolphin.  (From  Herodotas, 
I.  23,  24.) 

CXLIX. 

A  Btoiy  of  Paasanias,  who  when  he  enquired  of  Hennocles,  a  philo^ 
sopher,  how  he  might  render  his  name  famous,  was  answered  that  if  he 
should  kill  some  illustrious  personage  his  name  would  be  for  ever 
handed  down  to  posterity.  On  hearing  this  he  straightway  slew  Philip 
of  Macedon,  tlie  father  of  Alexander  the  Great.  (Taken  from  the. 
eighth  book  of  Valerius  Maximus,  De  cujpiditate  glorioiy  cap.  xiv.  Exter. 

CL 

An  account  from  Pliny  of  a  fountain  which  gushed  forth  at  the 
sound  of  musical  instruments.  {HisU  Natural.^  11.  103.  Compare 
Neckam,  De  NaturU  Rerum,  lib.  II.  cap.  v.) 

CLl. 

Of  two  knights,  the  one  envious  and  the  other  covetous.  The  former 
parts  with  his  land  on  condition  of  sleeping  with  the  wife  of  the  latter, 
whom  he  purposely  infects  with  leprosy.  She  communicates  the  disease 
to  the  Emperor's  son,  who,  after  seven  years,  is  cured  by  swallowing  a 
serpent  in  a  bowl  of  wine. 

CLII. 

How  a  certain  king  named  Cleouitus  conveyed  to  the  besieged  in- 
habitants of  one  of  his  cities  the  intimation  that  he  was  on  his  way  to 
relieve  them. 

CLIII. 

The  story  of  Appollonius  of  Tyre,  Pericles,  Prince  of  Tyre. 

CLTV. 

Of  the  city  of  Edessa,  which  in  consequence  of  the  presence  in  it  of 
an  image  of  our  Saviour,  could  never  be  besieged  by  any  enemies. 
(See  the  Life  of  St  Alexius,  E.  E.  Text  Soc.  ed.  Fumivall,  p.  34.) 

CLV. 

How  a  certain  knight  named  Albert  fought  with  a  spirit  and  over- 
came him  and  captured  his  steed,  which,  however,  disappeared  at  the 
sound  of  the  cockcrow.^     (This  tale  is  quoted  by  Harrison,  Deactiption 

'  This  tale  is  important  from  the  fact  of  the  author  in  his  preface  stating 
that  the  circumstance  occurred  **  in  Anglia,  ut  narrat  O&nxuUity  ad  terminos 
epiteopatus  ElienensU  "  near  a  certain  castle  "  Cathubrica  noniine"  and  at  a 
place  called  Wandlebury,  a  name  g^ven,  he  says,  **  quod  Ulic  Wandali  parte$ 
Britannie  seva  Chrittianorvm  peremptwne  voitantes  autrametati  iunt.*^ 
The  circumstance,  he  further  states,  was  well  known  to  many,  and  he  himself 
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of  England^  ed.  1587,  p.  129,  coL  1,  from  '^Geraase  of  Tilberie ....  a 
man  as  it  were  eaen  sold  to  vtter  matters  of  more  admiration  than 
credit  to  the  world.  For  what  a  tale  telleth  he  in  his  De  otio  imp^riali^ 
of  Wandleburie  hilles,  that  lie  within  sight  and  by  south  of  Cambridge. 
.  .  .  and  of  a  spirit  that  would  of  custome  in  a  moone  shine  night  (if  he 
were  chalenged  and  called  thereunto)  run  at  tilt  and  tumie  in  complet 
armor  with  anie  knight  or  gentleman  whomsoeuer,  in  that  place  :  and 
how  one  Osbert  of  Bamewell  armed  himself,**  Ac.) 

CLVI. 

The  stratagem  of  Ulysses  by  which  Achilles  was  detected  in  his  dia- 
guise  as  a  woman. 

CLVII. 

Of  the  cunning  porter  of  a  certain  king  who  as  a  reward  for  his  ser- 
vices was  allowed  to  have  charge  of  the  city  gates  for  one  month,  with 
liberty  to  demand  a  penny  from  every  hunch-back,  another  from  every 
one-eyed  person,  another  from  every  leper,  another  from  every  ruptured 
man,  &o,  A  hunch-back  comes  to  the  gate  and  having  refused  to  pay 
the  first  penny,  is  discovered  to  have  all  the  other  defects,  and  is  taxed 
accordingly.  (This  tale  occurs  in  Petrus  Alphonsus,  De  Clericali  DU" 
ciplina.  No.  5,  and  the  Cento  Nouvelle  Antique,  Nov.  50.  See  also  Le 
Grand,  Fabliaux,  III.  252.) 

CLVIII. 

Of  the  tomb  of  Pallas,  the  son  of  Evander,  discovered  at  Rome,  2240 
years  after  the  destruction  of  Troy. 

CL1Z. 

An  account  of  the  invention  of  wine,  '*  founded  on  a  rabbinical  tra- 
dition related  by  Fabriciua  When  Noah  planted  the  vine,  Satan 
attended,  and  sacrificed  a  sheep,  a  lion,  an  ape,  and  a  sow.  These 
animals  were  to  symbolise  the  gradations  of  ebriety.  When  a  man 
begins  to  drink,  he  is  meek  and  ignorant  as  the  lamb,  then  becomes 
bold  as  the  lion  :  his  courage  is  soon  transformed  into  the  foolishness  of 
the  ape,  and  at  last  he  wallows  in  the  mire  like  a  sow.** — Warton.  (See 
Chaucer,  Manciple  Prologue,  1. 44.) 

CLX. 

How  an  evil  spirit,  which  had  taken  upon  itsdf  the  form  of  a  lady, 
was  forced  to  resume  its  original  form  at  the  words  of  consecration  in 
the  mas& 

CLXI. 

How  in  a  certain  wood  in  England,  thirsty  hunters  were  supplied 
with  refreshment  by  a  benevolent  spirit.     A  certain  knight,  instead  of 

had  heard  it  both  from  the  inhabitants  and  natives  of  the  place,  *'  ^am  ah 
ineolis  et  indigents  auditui  meo  iut^eei.*'  8ee  remarks  in  the  Introduction, 
p.  xii. 
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returning  the  horn  after  drinking,  retained  it  for  his  own  use.  But 
the  knight's  lord  hearing  of  the  action,  condemns  the  thief,  and  presents 
the  horn  to  Henry  the  Elder,  king  of  England  (Henry  I,  according  tr> 
Warton.     From  Gervais  of  Tilbury,  III.  60). 

.    CLXII. 

A  certain  man  wishes  his  daughter  at  the  devil.  She  is  immedi- 
ately carried  off  by  demons.  The  father  at  length  receives  her  back  on 
going  to  a  certain  hill  in  Catalonia,  wherein  was  a  palace  of  demons. 
(Also  from  Gervais,  III.  66.) 

CLXIII. 

A  pupil  who  while  out  with  his  tutor  sees  a  horse,  over  whose  back 
had  passed  a  rope,  at  each  end  of  which  was  a  sheep,  and  which  chafed 
his  sores  and  galled  him  exceedingly ;  maddened  by  the  pain  the  horse 
rushes  into  a  miller's  house,  and  scattering  the  fire  from  the  hearth 
about  the  room  sets  the  whole  house  in  a  blaze,  being  burnt  up  itself 
along  with  the  sheep.  The  pupil  is  ordered  by  his  tutor  to  compose 
some  verses  on  the  incident,  showing  who  is  responsible  for  the  damage 
to  the  house.  Caelestinus,  the  pupil,  racks  his  brains,  but  is  uuable  to 
execute  the  task ;  at  last  he  meets  the  devil  in  the  form  of  a  man,  who 
on  the  usual  conditions,  offers  to  compose  the  verses  for  him  :  Cselesti- 
uus  agreeSy  and  the  devil  produces  the  following  : — 

**  Nexus  ovem  binam,  per  spinam  traxit  equinam ; 
LsesuB  surgit  equus,  pendet  utrumque  pecua. 
Ad  molendinum  pondus  portabat  equinum, 
Dispergendo  focum  se  cremat  atque  locum, 
Custodes  aberant  singula  damna  f erant'' 

(For  another  version  of  this  tale  see  the  Bagford  Ballads^  Ballad 
Society,  ed.  Ebsworth,  II.  403.) 

CLXIV. 

Account  of  a  conversation  between  Our  Lord  and  St  Peter.  The 
latter  describes  five  men  whom  he  had  seen,  and  whom  he  thought 
madmen.  The  first  was  eating  sand  ;  a  second  inhaling  the  fumes  of 
pitch  and  sulphur ;  a  third  lying  on  a  burning  furnace,  for  the  sake  of 
beat,  and  endeavouring  to  eat  the  sparks ;  the  fourth  trying  to  catch 
the  wind ;  and  the  fifth  devouring  his  own  members,  and  laughing 
incessantly.     (See  Swan,  vol.  II.  p.  331.) 

CLXV. 

A  similar  tale.  In  this  case  there  are  only  three  men.  The  first 
made  a  bundle  of  faggots,  and  because  it  was  too  heavy  for  him  added 
more  wood  to  it,  hoping  thus  to  make  it  lighter  :  the  second  was  draw- 
ing water  from  a  deep  well  with  a  sieve ;  and  the  third  carried  a  beam 
in  his  chariot,  and  wishing  to  enter  to  his  house,  though  the  gate  was 
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too  narrow  and  low,  whipped  his  horse  violently  against  it,  antil  all 
fell  down  into  a  deep  welL 

CLXVI. 

A  long  and  confused  acconnt  of  the  game  of  chess.  The  men  are 
divided  into  six  kinds.  First  Rochus,  the  castle  or  rook ;  secondly, 
AlphinuSj  the  hishop;  thirdly,  the  knight;  fourthly,  the  pawns  ;  fifthly, 
the  queen ;  and  lastly,  the  king.  The  king*s  pawn  is  termed  the  mer- 
chant ;  the  hishop's  pawn,  the  woolcarder ;  and  the  rook's  pawn  the 
husbandman.  The  moves  of  the  knight  were  exactly  as  at  present. 
The  pawns  had  the  power  of  queening  as  with  us ;  but  though  they 
could  capture  pieces  diagonally,  they  did  not  take  the  square  of  the 
captured  piece,  but  moved  straight  on.  The  queen  had  less  power  than 
any  other  piece,  only  commanding  the  four  squares  of  the  same  colour 
adjacent  to  that  on  which  she  stood  :  if  she  left  the  side  of  the  king,  she 
was  liable  to  capture.  The  king  moved  as  with  us,  and  once  in  a  game 
was  allowed  to  move  as  a  knight  After  the  description  of  each  piece 
comes  the  moralization.  (See  Tale  No.  XXI.  in  HarL  7333,  p.  70,  and 
the  notes,  p.  459 — 461.) 

CLXVII. 

An  archer,  having  caught  a  nightingale,  is  about  to  kill  her,  but 
she  offers,  if  he  will  spare  her,  to  tell  him  three  rules  of  life  which  will 
be  of  great  service  to  him.  He  agrees,  and  she  gives  the  rules  as  fol- 
lows : — (1)  Never  attempt  what  is  impossible ;  (2)  Do  not  grieve  over 
an  irrecoverable  loss ;  and  (3)  Do  not  believe  in  what  is  incredible. 
(This  is  Lydgate*8  **  Chorle  and  the  Bird/'  printed  for  the  Roxburghe 
Glob,  in  1822.     See  Schmidt's  notes  on  P.  Alphonsus,  p.  151.) 

CLXIX. 

The  tale  of  Solon  (here  called  Ligurius)  binding  the  Athenians  to 
observe  faithfully  his  laws  till  his  return.  Dying  in  voluntary  exile  in 
Crete,  the  people  brought  back  his  bones,  thinking  thus  to  free  them- 
selves from  their  obligation.     The  laws,  12  in  number,  are  then  stated. 

CLXX. 

Told  thus  by  Caxton,  Game  of  the  Che^e : — 

**  Hit  happend  on  a  tyme  that  saynt  bemard  rode  on  an  hors  about 
the  contreye  and  mette  with  an  hasardour  or  dyse  player,  which  sayd  to 
hym,  thou  goddes  man  wilt  thou  playe  at  dyse  with  me,  thyn  faors 
ayenst  my  sowle?  to  whom  saynt  bemard  answered,  yf  thou  wylt 
oblyge  thy  sowle  to  me  ayenst  my  hors,  I  wyl  a-lyght  doun  and  playe 
with  the,  and  yf  thou  haue  mo  poyntes  than  I  on  thre  dyse  I  promyae 
the  thou  shalt  haue  myn  hors ;  and  then  he  was  glad  and  anone  caste 
thre  dyse  ;  and  on  eche  dyse  was  a  six,  whiche  made  xviij  poyntes,  and 
anone  he  took  the  hors  by  the  brydel  as  he  that  was  seure  that  he  had 
wonne,  and  sayd  that  the  hors  was  his.    And  than  saynt  bemard  sayd. 
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abyde  my  sone,  for  there  be  mo  poyntes  on  the  dyse  than  xviij,  and 
than  he  caste  the  dyse  in  sache  wyse  that  one  of  the  iij  dyse  clefte 
asondre  in  the  myddea,  and  on  that  one  parte  was  vj.  and  on  that  other 
Bide  an  aas,  and  eche  of  that  other  was  a  sise.  And  than  saynt  bemard 
sayd  that  he  had  wonne  his  sowle  for  as  moche  as  he  cast  on  thre  dyse 
zix  poyntes.  And  than  when  this  player  sawe  and  aperceyvyd  this 
myracle,  he  gaf  his  sowle  to  saynt  bemard  and  became  a  monke,  and 
iynysshed  his  lyf  in  good  werkys."     The  third  traytye,  cap.  viij. 

The  original  Latin  version  differs  slightly  from  the  above  :  accord- 
ing to  it  the  gambler  throws  17,  and  Saint  Bernard  18,  Swan,  11.  514, 
says  the  story  is  compounded  of  two  in  the  Ghlden  Legende,  fol.  218, 
bat  wrongly. 

CLXXII. 

The  history  of  the  life  of  Gny  Earl  of  Warwick.  (Edited  from 
the  Aachinleck  MS.  for  the  E.  E.  Text  Soc.  by  Prof.  Zupitza,  1877.) 

CLXXIII. 

Of  a  scholar  and  his  tutor,  who  at  a  fair  bny  eight  packages,  each 
of  which  contains  one  of  the  beatitudes,  as  given  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  (Matt  v.  a— 10). 

CLXXIV. 

An  emperor  frees  a  serpent  which  had  been  bound  to  a  tree,  and 
puts  it  in  his  bosom.  No  sooner  does  it  recover  than  it  bites  him,  and 
injects  poison  into  the  wound.  Being  reproached  for  its  ingratitude  it 
pleads  the  instinct  of  nature.  The  question  is  left  to  a  philosopher,  who, 
under  pretence  of  seeing  how  it  had  happened,  induces  the  serpent  to 
allow  itself  again  to  be  bound  to  the  tree,  where  after  reproaching  it,  he 
leaves  it  to  die. 

CLXXV. 

Accounts  from  Pliny  of  wonderful  races  of  men  on  the  earth  ;  some 
with  but  one  eye ;  women  without  heads,  having  eyes  and  mouth  in 
their  breasts,  men  with  only  one  leg,  &c.     (Hist.  Natural,,  VII.  2.) 

CLXXVI. 

Similar  accounts  of  a  monstrous  child,  and  of  a  sweet-smelling  tree 
Id  India,  which  became  barren  from  the  venom  of  a  snake,  which  took 
np  its  abode  at  its  foot,  and  how  it  was  made  fertile.  (See  also  No. 
CLXXXV.) 

CLXXVII. 

The  history  of  Esther  and  Mordecai. 

CLXXVIII. 

An  allegorical  picture  made  for  a  certain  king,  pointing  out  the 
best  mode  of  governing  himself  and  his  empire. 

GESTA.  84 
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CLXX1X. 

A  discourse  against  gluttony  and  drankenness. 

CLXXX. 

How  a  certain  Onulphus,  sumamed  Papien,  contrived  the  escape  of 
his  master,  King  PortaticuS|  by  disgaising  him  as  his  sqoire. 

GLXXXI, 

A  tale  of  a  lion  and  his  lioness,  almost  identical  with  Cap.  LXXXII. 
and  W.  de  Worde,  No.  28.     (Pliny,  Hiit  Natural.,  VUI.  16.) 

Here  the  printed  Latin  Editions  end  :  the  remaining  tales  are  from 
Latin  versions  printed  by  Herr  Oesterley  in  the  Appendix  to  his  edition 
of  the  Gesta  Eomanorum^  Vol.  IL  pp.  588 — 691  from  various  MSS.  The 
numbering  follows  that  in  his  edition  :  numbers  passed  over  represent* 
ing  tales  corresponding  to  others  in  the  English  Versions. 

CLXXXII. 

A  certain  king  when  starting  on  his  travels  commits  his  daughter  to 
the  charge  of  a  nobleman,  promising  him  rewards  if  he  performs  his 
duty  satisfactorily.  The  nobleman,  however,  neglects  her,  and  on  hear- 
ing of  the  king's  approaching  return,  in  alarm  consults  three  friends,  one 
of  whom  he  loves  more  than  himself;  the  second,  as  much  as  himself; 
and  the  third,  only  moderately.  The  first  two  give  him  advice  how  to 
act,  but  the  third  takes  the  maiden,  dresses  her  and  prepares  her  for  the 
coming  of  her  fatlier,  so  that  the  neglect  of  the  guardian  escapes  notice. 
(This  tole  seems  compounded  of  Nos.  33  and  36  of  MS.  Harl.  7333.) 

CLXXXIII. 
The  anecdote  of  Diogenes  and  Alexander. 

CLXXXIV. 

A  story  from  Valerius  Maximus,  how  a  boy  who  was  assisting 
Alexander  at  sacrifice,  allowed  a  burning  coal  to  remain  on  his  arm, 
preferring  to  endure  the  pain,  rather  than  disturb  the  sacrifice.  (Evi- 
dently connected  with  the  classical  legend  of  Scasvola.) 

CLXXXV. 

A  serpent,  called  Jaculus,  took  up  its  abode  at  the  root  of  a  cenain 
sweetHsmelling  and  fruit-bearing  tree,  which  became  barren  through  its 
venom.  The  owner  of  the  tree  restores  its  fertility  by  means  of  theriaque., 
(This  is  the  latter  part  of  Tale  No.  CLXXVL) 

CLXXXVI. 

Account  of  a  magic  image  set  up  by  Virgil  at  Rome,  surrounded  by 
statues  representing  all  the  countries  subject  to  the  Boman  empire.     If 
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at  any  time  there  broke  out  a  rebellion  in  any  of  these  countries,  the 
image  struck  a  bell,  and  at  once  an  armed  knight  mounted  on  a  brazen 
horse  came  forward  and  pointed  with  his  spear  to  the  statue  represent- 
ing that  country,  thus  giving  warning  to  the  Romans.  (This  tale  is 
from  Neckam,  here  called  *'  Alexander,  philosophus.^^  See  his  De 
NcUuris  Rerum,  ed.  Wright,  p.  310.  The  story  is  of  frequent  occurrence 
in  legendary  histories :  it  first  occurs,  but  without  the  name  of  Virgil, 
in  a  Latin  MS.  of  the  8th  cent.,  in  a  passage  published  by  Docen,  and 
republished  by  Keller  in  his  Introduction  to  the  Sept  Sages,  It  is  also 
found  in  Vincent  of  Beauvais,  and  in  the  Seven  Sages  ;  see  p.  64  of  Mr. 
Wright's  ed.  for  the  Percy  Society.) 

CLXXXYII. 

Story  of  the  only  daughter  of  a  king,  for  whom  her  father  builds  a 
splendid  palace,  in  which  she  passes  her  life,  without  any  company  save 
an  old  norse.  By  means  of  messengers,  however,  she  contrives  to  be 
informed  of  all  that  passes  in  the  world. 

CLXXXVIII. 

Of  two  monks,  brothers,  in  the  same  monastery,  one  of  whom  passes 
all  his  time  in  study,  while  the  other  is  illiterate.  The  former  asks  the 
latter  how  he  spends  his  time,  to  which  the  latter  replies — "  I  have 
learnt  three  letters,  which  I  daily  revolve  in  my  mind  and  reflect  upon. 
One  is  black,  the  second  red^  and  the  third  white.''  These  letters  are 
then  explained.     (In  Bromyard,  v.  p.  2,  20.) 

cxc. 

King  Symachus  covets  the  land  of  a  knight  named  Leuncius,  and 
commands  him  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  his  estate  to  procure  and  bring  to 
him  within  eight  days,  a  black  dog,  a  black  horse,  a  black  falcon,  and 
a  black  horn.  The  knight  is  in  despair,  but  acting  on  the  directions  of 
an  old  hermit,  who  gives  him  a  staff,  he  goes  to  a  certain  castle,  and  on 
announcing  that  he  has  come  from  the  lord  of  that  staff,  is  at  once  pro- 
vided with  the  things  he  seeks.  Acting  on  the  advice  of  the  old  hermit 
he  refrains  from  mounting  the  horse  or  blowing  the  horn,  but  gives 
them  to  the  Emperor,  who  on  making  use  of  them  is  immediately  carried 
off  to  hell.  ' 

CXCI. 

A  man  in  his  journey  comes  to  a  bridge.  He  is  afraid  to  cross 
because  he  sees  on  his  right  hand  a  dragon,  on  his  left  the  sea,  and  in 
front  a  ferocious  lion.  He  is  about  to  retrace  his  steps,  when  an  angel 
appears^  holding  a  naked  sword  and  a  crown.  With  the  sword  he  slays 
the  lion  and  the  dragon,  and  is  then  crowned  victor  by  the  angel. 
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CXCVII. 

A  dispute  between  foar  kermits  as  to  which  of  them  poflseeses  the 
most  noble  virtue.  It  is  settled  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  in  answer  to 
their  prayers. 

CXCVIII. 

The  account  of  a  cunning  stratagem  of  Alexander  the  Great,  by 
means  of  which  he  drew  away  from  Porus,  king  of  India,  and  attached 
to  himself,  all  the  nobles  of  the  country,  thus  rendering  the  defeat  of 
the  latter  and  the  conquest  of  India  easy  for  himself. 

CXCIX. 

A  similar  story  to,  and  told  almost  in  the  same  word%  as  No.  191. 

cc. 

The  classical  legend  of  Theseus  and  the  Minotaar,  told  with  some 
variations. 

OCI. 

The  account  of  the  birth  and  family  of  St.  Laurence.  (See  Legenda 
Aweay  p.  488.) 

OCII. 

How  a  certain  knight,  who  devoted  himself  wholly  to  worldly 
pleasures  and  pursuits,  was  converted  by  his  wife,  who  shows  him  that 
while  she  has  a  beautiful  and  pleasing  face,  behind  she  is  full  of  rotten- 
ness and  filth,  and  declares  that  she  is  an  example  of  what  the  world 
is.     (In  Bromyard  M.  13,  2 ;  and  C.  6,  20.) 

OCIII. 

A  king  invites  Alexander  to  a  banquet,  and  to  amuse  him  provides 
four  beautiful  maidens ;  one,  the  duchess  of  Sicily ;  the  second,  of  France ; 
the  third,  of  Arabia ;  and  the  fourth  of  Africa.  When  conducted  to  bis 
chamber  he  finds  round  his  bed  four  splendid  paintings,  the  eight  of 
which  causes  him  to  forget  the  maidens.    (In  Holkot's  MoralikUes,  1.) 

CCIV. 

Of  Sardanapalus,  a  king  of  Greece,  who  was  so  much  addicted  to 
pleasure,  that  the  Greeks  set  up  an  image  of  him  as  the  emblem  of  luxury. 
The  statue  represented  him  as  reclining  on  a  couch,  which  rested  on 
four  foxes,  each  of  which  had  an  inscription  round  its  head.  (In 
Holkot's  Moralitaies^  4.) 

CCV. 

Of  the  Emperor  Tiberius.  It  is  similar  to  the  first  part  of  No.  44, 
except  that  the  nickname  given  to  him  is  Liberius^  instead  of  Bacehu. 
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CCVI. 

That  the  heathens  represented  Piety  under  the  similitude  of  a  heart 
divided  into  two  parts.     (In  Holkot's  MoraUtates,  8.) 

OCVII. 

The  contin nation  of  the  preceding.  Penitence  was  represented  as 
a  naked  man  holding  in  his  hand  a  scourge  of  five  thongs,  on  each  of 
which  was  an  inscription.     (In  Holkot's  MoraUtates,  9.) 

CCVIII. 

A  stoiy  given  on  the  authority  of  Livy,  that  a  golden  tablet  having 
been  discovered,  the  Romans  consulted  Apollo  as  to  whom  it  was  to 
be  given.  The  god  replied,  "  to  the  wisest  man."  The  Romans  there- 
fore presented  it  to  Thales,  but  he  passed  it  on  to  Bias,  and  the  latter  to 
another,  until  at  last  it  came  to  Solomon,  the  seventh  of  the  Seven 
Sages,  who  painted  on  it  a  representation  of  Humility,  as  a  man  with 
his  head  bowed,  and  placed  it  in  the  temple  of  Apollo.  (In  Plutarch, 
Solon,  4;  Diogenes  Laertius,  Life  of  Thales ;  Holkot's  MoralUates, 
13,  &c) 

CCIX. 

That  the  goddess  Fortune  was  depicted  as  a  woman  seated  in  a 
chariot  drawn  by  three  horses,  having  two  faces,  the  one  dark  and  the 
other  bright  and  clear,  and  completely  blind.     (In  Holkot,  Moral,  11.) 

CCXl, 

The  scriptural  story  of  Naaman  and  Elisha. 

CCXIII. 

An  account  of  the  image  seen  in  a  dream  by  Nebuchadnezzar  (Daniel 
ii.  31 — 35),  here  stated  to  have  been  seen  by  Daniel  himself. 

« 

CCXIV. 

Of  a  brazen  column  in  Jerusalem,  on  which  was  a  statue  of  our 
Lord,  wearing  a  robe  with  broad  hems,  after  the  manner  of  the  Jews. 
Whatever  person  suffering  from  any  disease  touched  this  hem  was  at 
once  made  whole.     (This  story  is  evidently  founded  on  Matt  iz.  21.) 

CCXV. 

A  woman  is  convicted  of  adultery  and  handed  over  to  the  execu- 
tioner to  be  put  to  death.  He,  however,  moved  with  compassion,  does 
not  kill  her  at  once,  but  shuts  her  up  to  die  of  hunger.  Finding,  after 
a  time,  that  she  is  still  alive,  he  discovers  on  investigation  that  her 
daughter,  whom  he  had  allowed  to  visit  her,  had  sustained  her  mother 
with  her  milk.     (From  Pliuy,  Hist.  Natural.,  VII,  36.) 


534  APPBKDIZ. 

OCXVIII. 

The  claasical  legend  of  Perseus  and  Medusa. 

ccxix. 

How  the  son  of  the  king  of  Jerusalem  married  the  daughter  of  the 
king  of  Babylon. 

ocxx. 

A  certain  king  has  a  very  handsome  wife,  to  whom  he  one  diy 
sends  two  messengers.  The  first,  who  keeps  his  eyes  averted  from  her, 
reports  her  answer  word  for  word,  but  the  second  is  unable  to  speak 
of  anything  but  the  beauty  of  his  mistress.  The  king,  therefore, 
promotes  the  former,  but  discharges  the  latter  from  his  serviceu 

CCXXI. 

Of  a  knight  who  proclaims  a  tournament  in  honour  of  his  mistrefli^ 
and  covers  his  armour  with  inscriptions  on  the  subject  of  love. 

CCXXII. 

A  story  (said  to  be  from  the  Annals  of  the  Jews  by  Romulus^)  of 
a  tyrannical  king  who  left  his  country  in  order  to  visit  a  certain 
lady  whom  he  loved.  By  her  influence  he  becomes  so  much  softened 
and  religious,  that  after  his  return  to  his  own  country  he  distributes 
gifts  to  all  his  people,  and  proclaims  a  general  amnesty.  (In  Holko^ 
Moral,  33.) 

OCXXIII. 

A  certain  prince  had  two  sons  of  whom  one  resided  with  his  lather 
in  his  palace,  while  the  other  served  with  the  army  in  a  dangerous 
campaign.  The  father  sends  three  letters  to  his  younger  son,  giving 
him  advice  by  the  hands  of  messengers,  and  a  fourth  letter  by  the  band 
of  his  elder  son.  The  first  three  letters  are  explained  in  the  tale,  bat 
the  fourth  is  omitted.  It  is,  however,  given  in  the  MoraliUj  but  the 
third  and  fourth  are  reversed.     (Holkot,  Moral.,  5.) 

CCXXIV. 
The  same  tale  as  W.  de  Worde,  No.  5,  but  very  much  abbreviated. 

CCXXV. 

A  story  (from  Romulus,  Annals  of  the  Jews,)  of  a  lady  who  deserts 
her  husband  and  lives  with  another.  After  some  time,  she  repents,  and, 
in  order  to  gain  her  husband's  forgiveness,  sends  him  four  rings  and  a 
letter.  On  the  first  ring  was — I  die  of  love  ;  on  the  second — ^I  die  for 
thee ;  on  the  third — While  I  perish  I  hope ;  and  on  the  fourth — ^In 

'  That  i&,  the  Latin  liihles  of  Romulus;  see  Robert^  Fables  IniiUit, 
11560. 
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hope  I  repent  In  the  letter  was  written — Him  w)iom  I  deserted  I 
love ;  him  whom  I  loved  I  desert ;  for  what  I  have  done  I  repent^ 
and  in  repentance  return.     (Holkot^  Moral,  29.) 

CCXXVI. 

A  Roman  while  excavating  foundations  for  an  enlargement  of  his 
house  finds  four  tablets  joined.  On  the  first  is  written — From  a  few 
came  many  ;  on  the  second — From  many  are  few  ;  on  the  third — From 
amongst  all,  none  ;  on  the  fourth — By  one  were  all.  The  inscriptions 
are  explained  by  an  angel. 

CCXXVII 

Of  a  certain  lady,  who  is  wooed  by  four  kings,  who  promise  her 
Tarious  gifts  and  present  her  with  tablets  variously  inscribed.  (Holkot, 
Moral,  28.) 

CJCXXVIII. 

Of  the  natural  enmity  between  the  toad  and  the  nightingale,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  latter  is  obliged  to  remain  in  the  densest  thickets. 
<Holkoty  ifom;.,  23.) 

CCXXIX. 

A  Jew  falls  into  a  pit  on  the  sabbath-day,  and  on  the  next  day 
(Sunday)  wishes  to  be  drawn  out,  but  the  owner  of  the  land  forbids 
it,  saying : — ^*  Yesterday  he  observed  his  sabbath,  to-day  he  shall  observe 
mine.** 

ccxxx. 

Of  a  girl  who  was  afflicted  with  leprosy,  which  could  only  be 
cured  by  her  bathing  in  royal  bluod.  A  king  loves  her  so  much  that 
for  her  sake  he  allowed  blood  to  bo  taken  from  him  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  cause  his  death. 

CCXXX1. 

The  story  of  Piramus  and  Thisbe. 

ocacxxiii. 
The  biblical  story  of  Jael  and  Sisera. 

CCXXXIV. 

A  certain  king  had  a  field  which  he  gave  up  to  his  servants,  with 
the  exception  of  one  tree,  the  fruit  of  which  he  reserves  for  himself. 
They,  however,  seize  the  fruit  for  themselves  and  are  in  consequence 
ejected,  but  afterwards  on  their  expressing  their  contrition  are  restored. 

ocxxxv. 

Of  a  king  to  whom  the  use  of  strong  wine  was  almost  fatal,  and 
who  consequently  was  obliged  to  drink  it  mixed  with  water.  A 
treacherous  knight  gives  him  unmixed  wine  to  drink,  with  the  intention 
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of  killing  him,  but  is  frustrated  by  a  faithful  servant,  who  adds  water, 
and  thus  saves  the  king's  life. 

CCXXXVI. 

Of  a  simple  countryman  who  at  a  feast  filled  his  bosom  with  caps 
and  vessels  of  gold  and  silver.  When  about  to  leave  he  is  stopped  by 
the  porter,  and  the  plunder  taken  away  from  him.  (Holkot,  Moral^ 
42.     It  in  part  resembles  No.  CXCVIII.) 

CCXXXVII. 

The  classical  legend  of  Ulysses  and  the  Sirens. 

cxaLxxviii. 

A  story  almost  exactly  corresponding  with  Harl.  7333,  No.  33.  In 
the  present  case,  however,  the  young  man  really  had  committed  murder, 
and  is  sentenced  to  death,  but  is  saved  by  the  third  friend,  who  collects 
a  number  of  poor  people,  and  rescues  him. 

CXXSXXIX. 

A  woman  being  about  to  bear  a  child,  g^s  according  to  custom  to 
the  temples  to  enquire  whether  the  child  will  be  a  boy  or  a  girl.  The 
answer  is,  a  boy,  and  three  of  the  gods  promise  him  a  gift  each,  viz. 
beauty,  courage  and  riches.  The  woman  dissatisfied,  in  return  offers  to 
these  gods  respectively,  mud,  spittle,  and  scoffs.  The  child  when  bom 
has  the  head  of  an  ape,  the  hands  and  arms  of  a  goose,  and  his  skin 
torn,  and  squinting  eyes.     (Holkot,  Morale  46.) 

CCXL. 

The  god  of  love  depicted  as  surrounded  with  four  wheels ;  on  the 
first  of  which  is  written — honoro  ;  on  the  second — lahoro  ;  on  the  tiiird 
^-dulcor  ;  and  on  the  fourth — cansolor,     (Holkot,  Moral. ^  41.) 

CCXLI. 

A  man  suffers  under  a  delusion  that  he  is  dead,  and  refuses  to  eat  or 
drink  or  do  any  act  He  is  cured  by  a  physician,  who  by  persuading 
him  that  certain  disguised  slaves  whom  he  sees  eating  and  drinking  are 
really  dead,  induces  him  to  take  some  food  in  which  he  administers 
some  strong  medicine. 

CCXLII. 

A  certain  girl  has  five  brothers,  all  of  them  poor.  The  first  is  a 
musician  ;  the  second,  a  painter ;  the  third,  a  spice  merchant ;  Ihe 
fourth,  a  cook  ;  and  the  fifth,  a  pimp.  Each  of  the  brothers  tries  by 
promises  to  obtain  from  her  a  valuable  pearl  which  is  her  only  wealthy 
but  she  refuses,  reserving  it  for  her  marriage  portion. 
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OCXLV. 

An  account  of  the  properties  of  the  loadstone  and  the  diamond. 
(From  Alexander  Neckham,  De  NaturU  Rerumy  p.  184.) 

OCXLVI. 

A  man  deposits  ten  casks  of  oil  in  the  house  of  a  neighbour,  whom 
he  accuses  afterwards  of  having  stolen  a  part  of  it.  By  the  sagacity  of 
a  philosopher,  who  causes  the  dregs  of  the  oil  to  be  measured,  the 
knavery  of  the  accuser  is  discovered.     (In  Alphonsua,  No.  15.) 

CCXLVII. 

Of  the  daughter  of  a  king  who  always  walked  with  her  head  erect, 
and  was  blind  and  maimed  in  both  hands. 

CCXLVIII. 

That  a  vulture  when  it  has  taken  a  larger  prey  than  it  can  cany  off 
at  once,  divides  it  and  so  takes  it  away  by  degrees. 

CCLll. 
A  description  of  a  Roman  triumph. 

CCLIII. 

An  account  from  Isidore  of  two  fountains  in  Sicily,  the  one  of  which 
had  the  property  of  turning  barren  things  into  fruitful,  the  other  of 
turning  fruitful  things  into  barren.  (Isidore,  Olig,^  XIII.  13.  See  also 
Keckam,  Dt  Naturis  Eerum,  lib.  II.  cap.  8,  p.  131.) 

CCLIV. 

How  love  was  represented  as  a  boy  with  four  wings,  on  each  of 
which  was  an  inscription  denoting  some  quality  of  the  god.  (Holkot, 
Moral  f  6.) 

OCLV. 

How  the  oracle  of  Delphi  was  represented  as  a  man,  having  his  bead 
and  body  turned  towards  heaven,  and  resting  on  four  angels,  each 
holding  in  his  hand  a  small  wheel.  On  the  angels  are  inscriptions 
referring  to  the  god.     (Holkot,  JforoZ.,  2.) 

CCLVII. 

An  account,  from  St.  Adalbert,  of  a  certain  fish  called  Algarns, 
which  takes  its  birth  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  is  at  first  a  little 
worm,  but  gradually  grows  into  a  large  fish.  If  thrown  up  by  the  sea 
on  to  dry  land  it  rots  away,  and  if  again  covered  by  the  sea  its  flesh 
falls  off  and  it  begins  to  grow  again. 
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ocLvm. 


Three  wise  men  were  asked  what  was  the  strongest  thing  in  the 
world.  The  first  said,  wine ;  the  second,  a  woman ;  and  the  third,  a 
king.     Et  omnea  verum  dixerunt, 

CCLIX. 

This  is  simply  a  repetition  of  Lake  ii.  1 — "  It  came  to  pass  in  tiiose 
days,  that  there  went  out  a  decree  from  Caesar  Augustus  that  all  the 
world  should  be  taxed  **  (ui  iotas  mundus  gubjicerei  cengum  ifucrijAum), 

OCLX, 

A  certain  necromancer  had  a  book  in  which  were  written  many 
charms  and  incantations.  A  pupil  during  his  master's  absence  stole 
the  book,  and  started  towards  his  own  country.  The  necromancer  on 
his  return,  finding  the  book  gone,  by  means  of  magic  ascertains  which 
road  the  thief  had  taken  and  sets  o£f  in  pursuit  of  him.  The  pupil 
knowing  that  he  can  not  long  escape,  hides  under  a  bridge  over  which 
the  necromancer  passes  without  discovering  him. 

CCLXI. 

Why  some  animals  are  useful  for  labour,  but  not  good  for  food ; 
others  are  good  for  food,  but  useless  for  labour ;  while  others  again  are 
only  of  use  for  keeping  watch,  &c. 

CCLXII. 

Valerius,  an  Emperor  of  Rome,  had  three  sons  and  an  innumerable 
number  of  servants.  To  each  of  the  latter  he  gave  their  due  reward,  to 
some  money,  to  others  estates,  and  so  on,  so  that  nothing  remained  for 
himself  save  one  tree,  the  fruit  of  which  had  the  property  of  curing  all 
diseases  except  leprosy.  This  he  left  to  his  three  sons,  but  it  was 
adjudged  to  belong  by  right  to  the  youngest  son.  (This  is  apparently 
only  an  abbreviation  of  No.  2,  in  W.  de  Worde*s  edition.     See  p.  431.) 

CCLXI  V. 

Of  the  sea-urchin,  which  upon  the  approach  of  a  storm,  attaches 
itself  to  some  heavy  rock  and  thus  escapes  being  carried  away  by  the 
force  of  the  waves.     (Quoted  by  Neckam,  II.  34,  from  Cassiodoms.) 

CCLXV, 

In  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Henry  there  was  a  certain  statue  of 
marble  round  whose  head  was  a  golden  band  on  which  was  written  : — 
**  On  the  first  of  May  at  sunrise  I  have  a  golden  head."  A  Saracen,  a 
slave,  reading  this,  digs  a  hole  at  the  spot  marked  by  the  shadow  of  the 
head  on  the  appointed  day  and  hour,  and  there  finds  a  great  treasure 
with  which  he  redeems  himselt  (This  is  merely  an  abbreviated 
version  of  Tale  No.  3  of  MS.  HarL  7333.     See  p.  7.) 
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CCLXVI. 

Seneca  relates  how  a  king's  daughter  who  suffered  from  a  painful 
disease  in  her  breasts  was  told  by  the  physicians  that  she  could  only  be 
cured  by  passing  an  iron  instrument  through  her  breast.  To  this  she 
replied  that  the  pain  would  be  so  great  that  she  would  prefer  death. 
The  physician  then  offers  to  cure  her  by  touching  her  wilii  a  sponge, 
and  does  so.     (Seneca,  De  Ira^  III.  39.) 

OCLXVIl. 

Of  a  boy  who  for  ten  years  had  fed  a  dolphin  with  bread.  The 
dolphin  in  return  used  to  carry  him  on  his  back.  One  day  the  boy 
goes  as  usual  to  the  shore  but  can  find  no  dolphin^  and  while  he  is 
looking  for  it,  the  sea  surrounds  him,  and  he  is  drowned.  The  dolphin 
when  it  returns  finding  him  dead,  lies  down  beside  him  and  expires 
of  grieC     (Pliny,  HiaL  Natural.,  IX.  8.) 

CCLXVIII. 

Of  an  immense  serpent  110  feet  long,  which  killed  many  of  the 
Boman  army  while  under  Regulus  they  were  besieging  Carthage.  It 
is  at  length  killed  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  whole  army,  but  not 
without  heavy  loss. 

CCLXIX. 

How  Antonius,  a  most  distinguished  orator,  being  accused  of  incest, 
was  saved  by  one  of  his  tenants,  who  had  been  the  principal  witness 
against  him,  taking  upon  himself  all  the  blame. 

CCLXX. 

A  king  having  died  without  leaving  an  heir,  three  claimants  to  the 
throne  appear.  It  is  agreed  that  on  the  next  day  the  three  shall  ride 
on  their  chargers  in  a  certain  field,  and  he  whose  horse  neighs  first 
shall  become  king.  By  the  artful  contrivance  of  his  groom,  who 
causes  a  mare  to  be  seen  by  his  master^s  horse,  one  secures  the  throne. 
(This  is  told  of  Darius,  king  of  Persia,  by  Herodotus,  III.  84.  See 
Douce,  II.  410.) 

CCLXXI. 

By  a  law  at  Athens  any  man  who  had  fought  in  three  successful 
engagements  against  the  enemy  was  excused  from  further  service.  It 
happened  that  the  city  was  in  danger,  and  a  certain  young  man  who 
according  to  the  law  was  not  liable  to  serve  wished  nevertheless  to  do 
so,  but  is  forbidden  by  his  father.  In  spite  of  this  he  joins  the  army 
and  is  again  successful,  whereupon  his  father  disinherits  him.  But  the 
son  protests  that  he  had  only  done  as  duty  bade,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  disinherited.     (Seneca,  Controv.y  I.  8.) 
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OCLXXII. 


Of  a  law  at  Athens  that  whea  a  pareat  or  son  died,  the  son  or 
parent  should  erect  a  small  hut  over  the  grave  and  remain  in  it  in 
mourning  for  30  days.  A  certain  man's  son  dies,  and  the  father  according 
to  the  law  lives  in  mourning  in  the  hut.  Some  wild  young  men, 
however^  drag  him  out  and  compel  him  to  join  in  one  of  their  revels. 
As  soon  as  possible  he  returns  to  his  hut,  and  after  the  30  days  were 
over  accuses  the  young  men  before  the  judge.  They  plead  that  they 
had  only  done  it  out  of  pity  to  console  him 

ocLxxvin, 

Of  the  son  of  the  Emperor  Miremius,  who  after  his  birth  is  brought 
up  for  seven  years  in  a  subterranean  chamber.  He  then  marries,  but 
before  his  bed  is  a  lamp  which  none  but  a  virgin  can  light  He 
dismisses  his  wife,  and  sets  out  on  his  travels.  On  his  way  he  relieves 
a  lion  from  a  thorn  in  its  foot,  and  then  by  the  aid  of  the  beast  kills  a 
dragon  which  destroyed  the  cattle  of  a  certain  king,  whose  virgin 
daughter  he  espouses.  (See  Douce,  vol.  ii.  p.  407,  and  compare  cap. 
104  of  printed  Lat.  Edd.  The  incident  of  the  prince  being  confined  to 
the  subterranean  chamber  is  taken  from  the  Arabian  Nights^  third 
Calendars  story.) 

OCLXXX. 

A  law  of  the  Emperor  Lampadius,  that  whoever  ravished  a  maid^ 
should  make  atonement  to  her  father.  A  young  man  is  brought  before 
the  judge  by  his  own  father,  whom  he  accuses  in  return  of  madness. 
(Douce,  voL  ii.  p.  411.) 
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GLOSSARY. 


Pr,  (or  pt,)  s,  =  present  (atpoit)  temet  3  pen.  Hng. 
Pr,  (or  pt.)pl  =z  present  (orpaet)  teme,  3peri.pl, 


Asr,  77,  Abyb,  390,  vb.  pay  for, 
suffer  for. 

AoooBD,  35,  vh.  imper,  agree,  settle. 

AooBDB,  134,  ab,  agreement.  'Acord- 
yn,  coneordo,* — Prompt  Parv, 

Adrad,  281,  adj.  in  dread,  afraid. 

A-DBEYNTE,  120,  pp,  drowned. 
A.S.  fidrenchan,  pt  t.  cidreynU. 

AoAYir-SEY,  Ayene-bey,  101,  vb. 
contradict,  deny. 

Ago,  8,  pp,  gone,  departed. 

AxNOW,  201,  vb,  to  be  aknow  =  to 
acknowledge,  confess.    8ee  Bs- 

XNOWB. 

Alx^ATBS,  134,  AiiGATis,  20,  adv, 
altoge^er,  in  every  way,  cer- 
tainly. 'Algatys,  or  aUewey. 
Omnino,  amnimode,  penittu,*^- 
Prompt  Parv,    A.S.  al^eate. 

Allege,  33, 165,  vb,  quotes  declare, 
argue. 

Almese,  Almesse,  17,  th,  alms. 
A.S.  oshnesse, 

Alkysdede,  5,  ab,  a.  almsgiving, 
charity. 

AliONLY,  49,  adv,  only,  simply. 
'  Allonely.  Tantum,  tantum' 
modo,  aoium,  aolummodo,* — Cath, 
Anglieum, 

Alphyns,  71,  Atjfyns,  70,  ab,  pi, 
the  '  bishop '  in  chess.  Pseudo 
Ovid  gives  as  the  names  of  the 
pieces,  'Miles  et  Alpinus,  Boc- 
oos,  Bex,  YirTO,  Pedesque.' 
'Alphinus.  In  ludo  scaccorom 
persona  qnam  gallice  fon  vo- 
oant.' — Du  Cange, 


Amakkyd,  253,  pp,  disturbed. 
Amabyatled,  113,  pp,  astonished. 
Amebcymentz,  59,  ab,  pi,  fines. 

'Amercyn,  vn  a  corte,  or  lete. 

Amercio,* — Prompt  Parv, 

AlfGEB,  243,  Angbe,  193,  ab.  pain, 
suffering,  misery.  'Anger;  an* 
gorj — Caih,  Anglieum, 

Ak-hungbed,  189,  pp,  exceedingly 
hungry. 

AifOiTBEMEirr,  383,  ab,  adorning, 
ornamenting.  *To  anoure:  uU 
to  make  fare.' — Cath,  Anglieum. 

Anyght,  AmrGHTEs,  On  nyghtes, 
61,  adv,  at  night,  in  the  night. 

Apaied,  351,  Apayde,  186,  pp. 
pleased,  satisfied. 

Apaybed,  50,  pp,  reduced.  'Ap- 
peyryn,  or  xnake  wors.  Peforo 
deterioro.* — Prompt.  Parv, 

Appelye,  243,  adv,  haply. 

Abblast,  56,  ab.  a  cross-bow. 
*  Alblaste.  Baltata,*  —  Pnmpt. 
Parv.  'An  alblaster;  albalista^ 
balea,^  &o. — Cath,  Anglieum, 

Abebid,  255,  pt,  a.  lifted,  raised. 

Abowblast,  56,  ab.  cross-bow.  See 
Abblast. 

AsoAPiDiST,  43,  pt,  2  a.  didst 
escape. 

AsETH,  84,  AsETHE,  405,  ab,  sat- 
isfaction. '  To  meJLe  asethe ;  aa- 
tia/acere,  Asethe;  aaiia/accio.^^ 
Cath,  Anglieum, 

AsKYS,  401,  ab.  pi,  ashes.  <  Askes : 
einer  vd  einia.  Asky:  ctn«ru- 
lentua.' — Cath,  Anglieum. 


$12 


Bept^x.,  14,  •& 


1t«    flf   FTiXTi    <:«r 

114.  at  ^ML 

21.  /T-y.  bBtwwa  

I^TTTKE,    107, 


BuusiM^ilf  tk.  prondfleiy  engage- 
me::!. 

Beeight,  Bmrnt,  fL  1. 190,  pto- 


ATAXraD,  4^.  />p.  adTBaeed,  pro- 
moted.    'To  avavi^c^i   yr^A -vo- 

/— Orfl-  A7?«-a-  BzEf  :▼!,  94.  r*.  aclawwledge  or 


A.  ,..-i.._-    •-A    -X      J  oociaaata.    The  loll  fiota k  * Im 

ATArnaonn  140,  •&.  f/.  pro-        .^30^^.'     AA    oee»iii««.   to 


^ ,  _  acknovledge.    Tkns  in  WiXL  of 

ATnnfcrr,  9U  jft.  cere,  dose  ez-        P  Vn**,  cd.  Skeet,  4391,  we  find 


•"■"■^'^^^  *  Ich  Til  oiiwtrf/  'Beenaknove 

Atovs,  172,  AwoTK,  252,  «&.tov.        wrifoUy.  Om/Btot.   Bea-knove 


'A-Tcnryn,  or  to  make  arove, 

'SlSf^If^w  r^  '  "'"^         '  BKLDnro,  293,  «*.  baading. 

""^        '/jnii#.iH&v.fld.    BEXEirK,  87, 1*6.  mean,  betoken. 


._ 4*^'^^'^?^       ,      Beskfick,  144,  #4.  benefit,  fiMreor. 

Atowtsib,    Avowtry,    12,     «6.    ^ _  ,11     ,.     _^i  ^n 

adnliCTT  •  ^'^  ystt&K,  109,  adj.  merofiil,  nul 

^^SS;  ^^^   fo^'oT^    BERK.  2«.  J*,  bier. 

p^oe  oC  Bebs,  10,  ro.  return,  bring  beck. 

ATEanMT03n>T2ros,  187,  ATKyarr-    Bkrkb,  269,  vb.  to   bark.    A.a 
flrrosnmro,  9,  «4.  contradiction,        fc^orran, 
refueal,  oppoaitioii.  BrRsrsro,  04,  «4.  barking. 

•  Beselt,   14,  adv.  earnestly,  ooit- 

BAmw,  Bailto,  59.  a>.  pi.  magi*.  ^  ^°^"3^'  ^^^^'  ^^'  ^'^' 
tratea,  oflfioera  •  Baly,  or  eeri-  Bespbexgild,  26^  Bs-bpktxokld, 
aunt  man  arestynge.  Angarim,  .  24,  BB-SFRYifOKijp,  25.  jpj*.  be- 
apparUar:--Frampt.  Parv.  !      8P™kled.    A.S.  bisprtngan. 

Bavhb,  416,  pr.  pi.  curee.     Aa  I  ^^'  "^^^  **•  ^'®«^'  ^^  «™- 

hannan.  I      reives. 

BAFTiitt,  107,  -4.  baptism.  !  ^^5™'  ^'  ^^^^he,  145,  i>r.  i>«.  aw. 


BabbttBi  232,  s4.  troable,  soffer- 

ing- 
Babbb,  162,  tb.  tbe  bar  of  the  court, 

judgment. 
Baix»  400,  sb.  diflsenaon,  quarrela 
Battxs,  179,  sb.  pi.  stovee. 
BatliSi  416,  sb.  pi.  fltewardfl. 


Bette,  36,  pi.  9.  beat 

Bicome,  319,  pi.  :    See  Bbooxb. 

BiDELL,  63,  «4.  beadle,  officer. 
•  Bedele.  iVeco,  videUuB*  — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

BiHESTES,  220,  $h.  pi.  promisee. 

BiQXJAh  24,  pt.  9.  bequeathed. 
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fiiflSB,  8Sy  eh.  fine  silk  or  cloth. 

'Byase,  sorte  cPHoffe  de  soie,* — 

£oque/orL 
BiTEB,  242,  adj,  (?)  reyengefol. 

Brrwix,  18,  prep,  between.  A.S. 
hetweaoD, 

BiYi>,  233,  pr.  0.  buys. 

Bi^ENDE,  1,  prep,  beyond,  across. 

BiiASEFLBHE,  380,  V.  blaspbcme. 

BuLSEFLEiCYS,  378,  »b.  pi.  blas- 
phemies. 
BiiENDi>,  249,  pr,  pi,  blind. 
BoDEN,  84,  pp.  bidden,  commanded. 
BoiBTOTTS,  311,  adj.  rongh,  violent. 

Bond,  116,  Bonde,  162,  pt.  «. 
bound,  tied,  fastened.  A.S. 
hindan. 

Bone,  113,  «ft.  prayer,  request. 
BoiTTS,  183,  pi.  O.Icel.  ban,  Cf. 
Ung.  boon. 

Boons,  163,  ab.  pi,  bones.  A.S.  ban. 

Boot,  98,  Bote,  124^  pt.  s.  bit. 

A.S.  bitcm. 
Boote,  Bote,  303,  ab.  boat,  ship. 
BoBD,  7,  Bobde,  80,  ab.  table. 

Bobdell,  BobdellE;  443,  ab. 
brothel,  stews. 

BoBDis,  53,  ab.pl.  boards,  planks. 

BoBB,  89,  pp.  bom. 

Boss,  396,  ab.  hump.     O.Fr.  boce, 

BosTYS,  119,  ab,  pi.  arrogance, 
pride.    Welsh,  boat. 

BoTELEB,  105,  ab.  butler.  *  Botlere 
(boteler,  P.).  Fincema,  promua,* 
&Q. — Prompt.  Farv. 

BowE,  26,  vb.  bend,  giye  way. 
A.S.  bugan. 

BowTE,  165,  pt.  a.  bought,  re- 
deemed.   A.S.  bycgan. 

Bbaste,  391,  pt.  a.  burst. 

Bbayde,  248,  ab.  start,  rush. 

Bbedeale,  301,  ab.  wedding;  lit. 
a  bride^ale  or  wedding^fea^. 

Bbenne,  66,  vb.  bum.  Bbenb,  10, 
pp.;  Bbent,  88,  pt.  a. 

Bbennynolt,  373,  adv.  hotly,  ex- 
ceedingly. 

Bbxst,  2,  vb.  burst,  break.  A.S. 
beraian. 


Bbid,  Bbidde,  Brydd,  Bbyde, 
106,  ab,  bird.  *  Bryd.  Avia,  vo- 
lucria.*  —  Prompt.  Parv.  A.  8. 
bridd. 

Bbiddis,  106,  ab.  pi.  yoimg  birds, 
young,  brood.  See  Gloss,  to. 
Pecock's  JSepreaaor,  Bolls  Series, 
ed.  Babington. 

Bbiqg,  40,  Bbigge,  39,  ab.  bridga 

Bboghe,  407,  ab.  pin. 

Bbothell,  323,  ab.  wretch,  worth- 
less fellow.  See  Pierce  the  Plough^ 
man^a  Crede,  770. 

Bbowte,  176,  pt,  a.  brought. 

BxTBnNGE,  168,  ab.  burial. 

But,  73,  conj.  unless,  if— not 

Buthe,  94,  pr.  pi.  are. 

Buxom,  22,  adj.  ready,  inclined. 
A.S.  buJiaom,  easily  bent,  from 
bugaUf  to  bend. 

By,  125,  prep,  according  to.  By  the 
likenesse  of  Gk)d  =  in  or  accord- 
ing to  the  likeness  of  Gk>d. 

Bymexyth,  4,  pr.  a.  means,  be- 
tokens. 
Byneth,  71,  adv.  beneath,  below. 
Bybde,  434,  ab.  yoimg,  brood. 

Bysemtthe,  124,  pr.  a.  it  becomes, 
is  fitting. 

Cacchepolis,  74,  Oachbpollys, 
21,  ab,  pi,  officers.  *  Crenquenier, 
m,  a  catchpole,  sergeant,  or 
officer,  that  can  execute  or 
serve  executions.'  —  Cotgrave. 
*  Arester,  or  atacher,  or  a  catch- 
erel,  or  a  catchepolle.  Angartua, 
apparitor.' — Prompt.  Parv, 

Can,  2,  pr.  a.  knows,  understands. 
A.S.  cunnan. 

Cable,  311,  ab.  boor,  country- 
fellow. 

Cas,  148,  ab,  chance. 

Caumbke,  94,  ab.  chamber,  room. 
Lat.  camera. 

Cautele,  Caxttile,  122,  Cautille, 
123,  ab,  a  crafty  device.  *  Cavtele 
or  sleyte,  K.H.  Cawtde  or  sleight, 
P.  Cautela.' — Prompt.  Parv. 

Caym,  326,  Cain. 
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Ohaffabs,  59,  285,  »b.  traffic, 
merchandise.  *  Ohaff are.  Merci^ 
fnonifMHy  oommeraum.' — Prompt. 
Parv. 

Ohaffabed,  389,  pi.  «.  traded. 

Ghaibb,  178,  Ghabe,  Chaub,  176, 
«6.  chariot,  carriage.  *  A  chare ; 
earpenium.^ — Caih,  Ang. 

0HAIJU7OB,  221,  pr.  1  «.  claim. 

Ohabbijngle,  7,  a&.  carbuncle- 
stone. 

GHABOB,281,v.toload.  Ohaboed, 
285,  pp. 

Chaboe,  177,  sb,  burden,  load. 
*A  charge;  o»im,  gravamen.'' — 
Caih.  Ang. 

Ghablys,  Ohobles,  351,  sh.  pi. 
labourers,  servants. 

Chabtbe,  72,  %b.  writing,  docu- 
ment, deed. 

Ohatebt,  Chateb,  138,  vh,  chatter, 
talk.  *  Chateryn.  Oarrio.*  — 
Prompt,  Parv. 

Ohekenis,  108,  «6.  pi.  young  birds. 

A.  8.  eycen,  cicen. 
Ghekib,  71,  0^.  chessboard.     'A 

diekker ;     Mficarivm.*  —  Cath. 

Ang. 
Ghemeney,  408,  ahu  fire-place.  See 

Note. 

Ghes,  186,  imper.  «.">  Chese,  58, 
vh.  choose,  be  chosen. \AS.  ceosan, 

GHEYENTEYire,    9,    CheVeTETNIS, 

251,  9h.  pi.  captains,  clueftains. 

Gheyisattkoe,  248,  sb.  fe$^  jper> 
formance.  ^ " 

Ghyldid,  209,  261,  pt.  a.  bore  a 

child. 
GiSBiME,  196,  ah.  division,  discord. 

Glefid,   65,  pt.    a.   called,   sum- 
moned.    G£efist,  46,  pr.  2  a. 
A.S.  deopian. 
Gleboy,  17,  ah.  learning,  educa- 
tion. 

'All  the  eUrn  undir  ■onne 
That  we  seven  derkes  cunne.' 
8ef9e»  Sage$t  ed.  Wright,  L  46. 

Glebtb,  12,  aif.  brightness. 

Glewb,  115,  ah.  ball.    'A  clewe; 

globuay  gUmua' — Cath.  Ang. 
Glifpbst,  91,  pr,  2  a.  clasp,  em- 


brace.   Glypt,  91,  pL  «.    Aj9. 
clyppan. 

Glose,  386,  ah,  enclosure,  field. 

Gnokkyito,  94,  ah.  knocking. 

GOGAUTBICE,    GoCKATTTBICfB,     240, 

GoKAUTBiOE,    241,   ah.  basilisk, 
cockatrice. 

GocouB,  180,  adj.  Bead  ootoim, 
curious. 

GoFBE,  53,  ah.  coffin. 

GoMEBOTTS,  310,  adj,  troublesome. 

GoMHXTNiD,  260,  pp.  have  the  Holy 
Gommunion  administered. 

GOMPLECOION,    234,     GOMFLEZIOK, 

337,  ab.  natural  disposition. 

Goin)uciON,  94,  ab.  agreement^ 
bargain. 

Gone,  323,  vh.  know,  acknowledge. 

'Gone  me  goode  thonke'  =: be 

thankful  to  me. 
GoNiEBOUBE,  374,  ah,  exerciser. 

GoionrNQ,  59,  ah,  knowledge,  wis- 
dom.   A.S.  cunnan,  to  know. 
GoNSEQUEKS,  5,  ah,  per  conaequena 

=  necessarily. 

GoNSEYVE,  172,  vh,  conoeiYe,  give 
birth  to. 

CONTBABIE,  30,  vh,  OppOSe. 

CoNTBUCCioN,  126,  ah,  contrition, 
penitence. 

GoxuEBaACiON,  229,  dwelling- 
place.     Lat.  oonveraari. 

GoEiousE,  114,  adj,  curious,  re- 
markable. 

Gobs,  129,  ah.  corpse^  body. 

GosTAQE,  50,  ah.  cost,  expense. 
'Gooste,  or  costage.  fa^pen^e, 
aumptua,  impendium.' — PrompL 
Parv, 

GosTE,  187,  ah.  district,  part.  'A 
coste  ubi  a  kyngdome;  dima 
vel  dimata.' — Caih.  Ang, 

GosYN,  323,  ah.  used  to  express 
any  close  relationship,  the  mean- 
ing in  the  present  case  being 
nephew.    Lat.  conaanguineua. 

GoTE-ABMOTTB,  24,  ab,  an  upper 
garment  worn  over  the  armour. 
'  Gotearmour ;  inaigniumJ — Cath. 
Ang, 
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GoiTEirrE,  373,  $h,  meeting.  Lat. 
amveniuB. 

CowDE,  11»  |>^.  9.  ooiQd,  was  able. 
Gbaochid,  254,  pt.  $.  scratclied, 
tore. 

Ckbwelnesse,  81,  $b.  cruelty. 

Gbbwette,  Gbitbt,  189,  sb,  flask. 
'A  crowette;  ampuUa,  fiola,' — 
Caih,  Ang, 

Obopfe,  286,  ah,  the  top. 

Gbye,  96,  »b,  a  proclamatioii. 

Cube,  148,  sb.  charge,  manage- 
ment ;  167,  love,  affection. 
Cut,  35,  sb.  lot    See  Note. 

Daide,  25,  pt  9.  died. 

Dalte,  Delte,  154,  pt  8.  divided, 
distributed.     A.S.  dalan. 

Damfnabill,  14,  cLdj\  worthy  or 
liable  to  be  condemned. 

Dampny,  22,  vb,  condemn,  sen- 
tence. 

Debbelithe,  161,  vb,  imper, 
double. 

Dede,  111,  eb,  death.  <Dede,  or 
dethe.  Mora,  Utum^  interitus,^ — 
Prompt.  Parv, 

Defaute,  vb.  fajl  in,  want. 

Defaute,  133,  ab.  charge,  blame. 

Defende,  106,  vb,  keep  off,  drive 
away. 

Defied,  123,  pt  a.  despised.  *  To 
defye;  de^cere.* — Oath.  Ang. 

Deflobacion,  Defloubykq,  42, 
ab.  seduction. 

Dele,  73,  ab.  particle,  bit. 

Delioates,  106,  ab.  pi,  delights, 
pleasures,  luxuries.  *  Uaiea, 
dainty  provisions.' — Bailey, 

Delichousites,  Dilioiousites, 
274,  ab.  pi.  dainties,  pleasures. 

DsLiUERLYE,  258,  adv,  cleverly, 
skilfully. 

Delte,  222,  pt  a.  engaged,  fought 
with. 

DSME,  21,  pr,  1  a,  sentence,  ad- 
judge. 

Dented,  88,  pi.  a.  refused,  op- 
posed. 

0B8TA.  86 


Depabte,  440,  vb.  separate;  49, 
share,  divide.  Depabtid,  73,^. 

Deputte,  235,  pp.  settled,  ap- 
pointed. 

Debe,  138,  vb,  injure,  hurt.  A.S. 
derian. 

Debewobthe,  405,  adj.  dear,  pre- 
cious.    A.S.  deorwyrHe. 

Debiqe,  370,  funeral  service,  dirge. 
From  the  opening  words  of  a 
hymn  used  in  the  fioman 
CathoHc  Burial  Service:  Dirige 
greaaita  meoa, 

Desebue,  29,  t;^  earn. 

Desseoe,  93,  ab,  decease,  death. 
Lat.  diaceaaua.     See  alao  Dicese. 

Deyoide,  126,  vb,  imper.  divide. 

Dey,  109,  ab.  day,  time.  '  Holde 
my  dey'  ==  pay  on  the  day 
appelated. 

Dey,  88,  vb.  die.  Deyeth,  8,  pr.  a. 

Deyitteth,  374,  adj.  dainty,  deli- 
cate.   Deyntethlt,  370,  adv. 

Dioese,  237,  Disoese,  166,  Dis- 
bease,  155,  Dissese,  49,  ab.  de- 
cease, death.    Lat.  diaceaatu. 

DiGHE,  110,  Dike,  86.  ditch.  A.S. 
die. 

Did,  Dude,  159,  pt,  a.  put.  '  Did 
on'  =  put  on;  'dude  of  = 
took  off,  doffedl 

Did  yfon  obobse,  179,  crucified, 

Sut  to  death  on  the  cross.     *  To 
o  on  crosse ;  crudfigere,* — Cath. 
Ang. 

Dide,  154,  vb.  pt  t  died,  suffered. 

Dibwobthe,  121,  <idj.  precious, 
dear.    A.S.  deorwyriie. 

DiscBYYE,  84,  vb.  discern,  distin- 
guish. 

Disease,  176,  Disese,  106,  dis- 
graces, hardships.  'Dysese,  or 
greve.  Tedium,  gravamen ,  cala- 
mitaSf  angtiatia.* — Prompt  Parv. 

DiSESY,  22,  aey.  dijficult,  unplea- 
sant. 

Dibhebied,  49,  pp.  disinherited. 
*  To  disherett ;  exheredare,  exhere- 
ditare.* — Cath.  Ang. 

DissESED,  50,  pp.  displeased,  dis- 
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Batisfied,  tired.  *  DyBeayn,  or 
OTevyn.  Noceo,  veaco.* — Irompt, 
Farv. 

DisTATJNCB,  134,  «6.  diflagreement, 
difference. 

DiTB,  162,  vh.  place,  set  A.S. 
di?Uan. 

DiUiNOUBfl,  296,  aft.  pi.  interpreters 
of  dreams,  soothsayers. 

Do,  15,  Done,  16,  py9.  caused. 
'Hath  do  (done)  cne*  =  hath 
caused  to  be  proclaimed. 

Do  OF,  2,  vh.  imper.  put  off,  take 
off.    Eng.  doff, 

DoBi*B,  231,  DOBBLB,  144,  adj. 
double. 

DocTRiNB,  69,  9b.  learning,  litera- 
ture. 

Dole,  278,  $1.  grief,  lamentation. 

Dome,  11,  «6.  sentence,  judgment. 
DOMYS,  69,  pL 

DoiCYSHAK,  21,  sh.  judge,  dooms- 
man. 

DoNBTE,  416,  th.  grammar:  so 
called  from  DoncUtu,  a  celebrated 
grammarian.    See  Note. 

DoBKE,  306,  adj,  dark. 

DoBBE,  143,  a6.  door,  house. 

DOTJOHTI,  66,   DOWTY,   9,   DOJTT, 

11,  adj.  braye.  Doutbly,  89, 
adv.    A.S.  dohtig, 

DOTTOHTIB,     112,     DOWTEE,     113, 

D0}TEB,  37,  ab.  daughter.  A.S. 
dohtor. 

Dbatfe,  369,  refuse,  husks. 

Dbaynt,  298,  Dbaynte,  219,  pt. 
a.;  Dbeint,  260,  Dbbynte,  247, 
Dbenchid,  pp.  303,  drowned. 

Dbestbs,  369,  eb.  pi  dregs,  refuse 
food.    A.S.  doBra«,  dreete. 

Drowb,  26,  pt  a.  *  drowe  matri- 
mony '  =  contracted  or  entered 
into  matrimony. 

DULLID,  68,  pp.  grieved,  made 
downhearted,  dispirited. 

Dyet,  67,  eb.  length  of  time.  Lat. 
dieta,  from  dies,  a  day. 

Edefie,  293,  vb.  to  build.  Lat 
cBd\ficare. 


Eek,  322,  $h.  unde. 
Eebs,  408,  adv.  earlier,  sooner. 
Eftb  bones,  13,  adv.  again. 
EOALLY,  434,  adv.  equally. 
BiLBrH,  68,  pr.   a.   ails,   is   the 

matter  with.    A.S.  eglian. 
Eke,  139,  adv.  also.    A.S.  eoc 
Ellkne,  129,  EiJJBS,  130,  $b.  pi. 

ells.    Lat  uLna. 
EicE-OBiSTEir,     127,    eb.    feUow- 
Ohristian.     *Vre  tmcristeM  ben 
alle  |k>  Jye  hereiS  one  louerd,  and 
haue%  one  bileue  imene,  and  one 
fiilcninge  [baptism].* — Old  Eng. 
Hamilies,  K  E.  Text  Soc,  ed. 
Morris,  pt  2,  p.  9,  L  13. 
Enbowe,  204,  vb.  recline,  lay  down. 
Enoombebment,  129,  $b.  misfor- 
tune. 
Enfeote,  108,  vb.  infect,  pollute. 
Enfokmid,    108,  pp.    instructed, 

educated. 
Enfobsynge,  116,  tib.  fierceness, 

fury. 
Enhibd,  123,  pp.  exalted,  raised. 
Enfbedid,     174,    pt.    a.    became 

proud. 
Eksebohotte,  66,  eb.  searcher,  die- 

coyerer. 
Ekspebed,  817,  pt  a.  enquired. 
Ensttndbe,  263,  adv.  in  sunder,  in 

pieces. 
Bntent,    10,  eb.  intention,  pur- 
pose. 
EiniEBLY,  86,  adv.  in  his  heart, 
earnestly.     *  Enterly ;  irdime.* — 
Cath.  Ang. 
Ein:EBicETE,  234,  Entebmete,  81, 

vb.  interfere,  have  to  do  with. 
Eb,  36,  pr.  pi  are. 
Ebende,   26,    Ebondb,    248,    eb. 
errand,  business.    Ebundis,  6, 
pi. 
Estate,  173,  eb.  rank,  position. 
EsTBBNE,  266,  adj.  of  Easter. 
Excited,  72,  pt.  a.  urged,  tried  to 

persuade. 
ExPONB,  272,  ExPOWOT,  271,  t*. 
expound,  explaiui 


GLOSSARY. 


547 


Etb,  23,  ah.  heiress. 

Eyrbn,  106,  Bb,  pi  eggs.  *  Eeue)> 
hire  hire  etre».* — Ancren  EiwUy 
p.  66. 

Etssll,  179,  %b,  Tinegar. 

Faibhbds,  118,  %b.  beauty,  fiedr- 
nesd. 

Fallynq,  178,  adj,  suited,  proper. 

Faittasus,  123,  sh.  pi,  playthings, 
fancy  articles. 

Fantekyn,  260,  little  child.  See 
P.  Plowman,  0.  Text,  x.  35,  170, 
andxi.  182. 

Fardels,  Fardelys,  285,  bI.  pi. 

bundles,  packages. 
Fasb,  98,  Bh,  face. 
Fawtis,  44,  bK  pi.  faidts,  crimes. 

Felaw,  Felowb,  175,  companion. 
O.Icel.  fdagi, 

Fbld,  17,  Bh,  B,  field,  country. 
Felkd,  Felt,  210,  pt.  pi.  per- 
ceiyed. 

Felishippb,  183,  company.  « Feli- 
schippe ;  ConBoriiumf  BoeiektB,'  &c, 
— CkUh.  Ang. 

Felle,   115,  od/.  fierce,   furious, 

savage.    O.Fr.  /d  (Boquefort). 

'  ]>e  flesshe  is  a/tfl  wynde.' 
P.  Plowman,  ed.  Skeat,B.  Text.  xvL  81. 

Felottws,     52,     «6.   pi.    yillainfl. 

*  Felone,     thet       ScdestuB*  — 

Prompt.  Parv, 

Ferdpull,  372,  adj.  timid. 

Ferdnesse,  5,  Bb.  B.  fright,  alarm. 

Ferme,  384,  Bb.  rent  '  Lete  it  to 
ferme,'  let  it  at  a  rent 

Fbrrest,  187,  adj.  furthest,  far- 
thest    A.8.  feorr,  far. 

Fersly,  98,  adv.  fiercely. 

Festfull,  27,  adj.  feast,  festiyaL 

Fbt,  80,  pp.;  Fbtte,  282,  pt.  $. 
fetched,  Drought,  led.  A.Q./ettan, 
/dtian. 

Feyris,  158,  Bb,  pi,  iiEurs,  amuse- 
ments. 

FnjD,  261,  pt.  B.  defiled. 

FiLLE,  153,  pt.  B.  fell,  happened. 

Fitfullb,  221,  adj\  suitable, 
fitting. 


Frnwa,  98,  Bb.  fighting,  struggle. 
FijTB,  5,  vb.  fight 

Flakery»o,     100,    Bb,    flapping. 
O.Dut.  vlaggeren, 

Fle,  58,  vb.  flee  from,  be  avoided. 
A.S.  fleon, 

Flyte,  400,  vb.  quarrel,  dispute. 
FoLEWE,  30,  vb.  follow. 
FoLiD,  154,  pt.  B,  defiled. 
FoMET,  278,  Bb.  vomit 
FoN,  242,  FoNNB,  248,  adj.  foolish. 
FoNDE,  118,  pt.  B.   found,  reco- 
vered.   A.S.  Jindan* 
FoKGE,  155,  vb.  take,  seize. 

FoROE,  14,  Bb.  importance,  consi- 
deration. 'Make  no  force'  = 
consider  of  no  importance,  or 
attach  no  importance  to. 

FoRSTER,  206,  Bb.  forester,  keeper  of 
the  forest. 

FoRSTERiD,  237,  pp,  brought  up, 
nursed. 

FoRTHYNEE,  209,  vb,  repent,  be 
sorry  for. 

Folate,  161,  pt,  b.  forgot  For- 
YETE,  46,  vb,    A.S.  forgitan. 

FoxJCHESATJF,  191,  vb,  agree,  be 
kind  enough. 

FoTJRTBNYTE,  253,  Bb.  fortnight. 

FOUTE,  98,  FCWTE,  1,pt.  B.  fought 

FowcHiD-SAFE,  32,  pt.  B,  Vouch- 
safed. 

FowE,  9,  adj.  few.     A.S.  feaw. 

FoYLTD,  143,  pp.  seduced,  defiled. 
FoYLiTHE,  151,  pr.  B.  *Fowlyn, 
or  defowlyn.  Tufpo,  polluo,*  &o. 
— Prompt.  Parv. 

Frealte,  25,  Bb.  B,  frailty,  weak- 
ness. O.Fr.  yVcfo,  fraile^  from 
Lat  fragiliB, 

"FBxmxQty  278,  Bb.  eating  away. 

Frewte,  Froytb,  192,  Frtjtb,  117, 
86.  fruit. 

Frowardb,  101,  adj.  proud. 

FuOHSAPE,  9,  vb.  vouchsafe. 

Fttld,  64,  pp.  filled,  satisfied. 

Fulfill,  44,  vb,  satisfy,  suffer  for. 

FxTRTH,  6,  nwm.  adj.  fourth. 
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Fylid,  62,  pi,  $,  defiled,  injured. 

Fynde,  45,  vh,  support,  provide 
for.  Still  used  in  tne  phrase  *  to 
find  one  in  anything,'  «.  e.  to 
proTide,  supply.  Fouin>EN,  199, 

pp. 

• 

Gabery,  50,  vh.  imper,  gather, 
collect. 

Gate,  52,  pt  «.  begat. 

Gayle,  388,  adv,  fimely,  grandly. 

Gendertth,  18,  jpr.  <.  bring  forth, 
produce. 

Genitl,  99,  adj,  noble. 

Ge&t,  312,  pi,  a.  caused. 

Gestenid,  257,  pp.  lodged. 

Gestenyno,   19,    ib.    hospitality, 

entertainment. 

'The  Emperour  wm  glad  of  that  ^dynic. 
And  made BefyaeRode geHenynge. 

Bwi§  q/  Hampton,  MS.  Oaatab. 
Ff.  U.  38,  leaf  116. 

Gestes,  406,  sb.  pi.  history,  an- 
nals. 

Gbteit,  32,  pp.  begotten. 

Glewed,  117,  pp.  glued,  fastened. 

Glosen,  53,  pr.  pi.  fiatter,  deoeiye. 
'  Glosyn,  or  fiateryn.  Adulor, 
hlandwr' — Prompt.  Parv, 

Glosyvg,  49,  9h.  fiattery,  deceit 
*  Glosynge,  or  flaterynge.  Adih 
laeio.* — Prompt  Farv. 

GLOWirmoE,  233,  adj,  gloomy, 
frowning,  displeased. 

Gnewb,  124,   Gkowe,  110,  pt.  i. 

bit,  tore.    '  Gnawyn,  or  gnavyn, 

or  fretyn  yngentely  wythe  tethe. 

HodOf  corrodo.^ — Prompt,  Farv. 
Gobettes,  442,  $b.  pi.   morsels, 

pieces. 
GoETis,  69,  GoTES,  70,  ab,  pi,  goats. 
GoosT,  91,  eh.  spirit,  souL 
Gk>STELY,     100,     adj.     spiritual, 

ghostly;  4,  adv. 
GoTHE,  208,  imper.  pi.  go. 

Gk)TTEiU7AYLE,  263,  th,  guardian- 
ship, charge. 

G&AKQES,  367,  06.  pi.  manors, 
farms. 

G&BOEB,  396,  sb.  pi.  steps. 


Gbbte,  172,  pt.  9,  greeted,  saluted. 
A.S.  grStan, 

Geeuously,  128,  adv.  with  hard- 
ship. 

Gbewhoxde,  GBEWHom^),  898, 
ab,  greyhound. 

Gbiye,  65,  vb.  annoy,  grieve. 

GBTroGHE,'71,  Gbtjochith,  4,  pr.  $, 
grumble.     O.Fr.  grouchier. 

Gbykite,  138,  $b.  trap,  snare. 

GBYirriNOis,  6,  ab,  pi,  groanings. 

Gubdi|»e,  126,  vb,  imper.  gird  up. 

HAi.FYin)ELE,  414,  ab.  half  share. 

Halsid,  319,  pt.  a.  embraced. 

Hame,  383,  ab.  skin.    A.S.  Kama. 

Hamottbs,  243,  ab,  a  hammer,  club. 

Hape,  388,  ab.  good  fortune,  suc- 
cess. 

Happy,  389,  a^'.  fortunate,  suo- 
oessfiiil. 

Haebobow,  206,  Habbbow,  Heb- 
BOBOWE,  213,  ab.  lodging. 

Habbobowyd,  208,  pp.  enter- 
tained, lodged. 

HABDmESSE,  8,  ab.  a.  daring. 

Habdly,  130,  adv.  boldly,  fear- 
lessly. 'Hardyly.  Audc^cier,* — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

Hablotte,  77,  ab,  wretch,  rascaL 
*  Harlotte.  Scurrua.*  —  Prompt, 
Parv.t  on  which  see  Way's  Note. 

Habneis,   89,  Habnbs,   159,   ab. 

arms,  aocoutrements,  dress. 
Kabnesyed,  123,  pp.  adorned,  got 

up.  *  Hamesed ;  omaiua.* — Catk, 

Ang. 

Haspe,  409,  vb.  fasten.  The  hasp 
is  the  ir6n  catch  of  the  door. 

Hattntid,  191,  pt.  a.  frequented, 
attended.  'Tonawnte;  exercere^ 
exercitare;  ubi  to  use.' — Cath. 
Ang. 

Haybb,  366,  ab.  hair-doth,  worn 
next  the  skin  as  a  penance.  See 
o^Heyheb. 

Hede,  2,  ab.  head.    A.S.  hea/od. 

Hedib,  10,  adv.  hither,  here. 

Heilds,  214,  pt.  a,  held,  possessed. 
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Helde,  160,  vh.  skin,  flay.    See 

HiLDB. 

Hele,  6,  sh,  health,  a  cure. 

Hele,  129,  vh.  hide^  conceal.  A.S. 
htlaiit  hUan, 

Hemmys,  126,  eh,  pi,  fringe,  hems. 

Henq,  318,  pt,  8,  hung,  was  hang- 
ing. 

Hente,  148,  pt,  $,  seize.  *  I  hente, 
I  take  by  Yvolence,  or  to  catche, 
je  happe. — Palsgrave, 

Heb,  90,  poee,  pr.  their. 
Hebbesow,  411,  vi.  lodge,  shelter. 
A,  8.  herehergan, 

Hebborowe,  213,  eb.  e.  lodging. 
See  Habbobowe. 

Hebdib,  302,  sb,  pi,  shepherds. 

Hebtlt,  121,  adv.  heartily,  from 

the  heart. 
Hevy,  68,  adj.  dispirited,  grieved. 

Heteeb,  395^  sb.  hair-cloth.  See 
Haybe. 

HE3T,  177,  sb.  s.  height 

HiDOWSE,  110,  adj\  hideous,  hor- 
rible. *  Hidus ;  Jiorridus,  horri- 
ficus,'^ — Cath.  Ang. 

HiEiJE,  2,  TTn.Y;  72,  adv.  closely, 
exceedingly. 

HiGHT,  112,  Hi2T,  182,  pi.  8.  was 

named.    A.S.  ncitan. 
'Hud,  254,  pt.  pi.  hastened. 
HiLDE,  135,  pt.  s.  skinned,  flayed. 

*  Bumen  were  bnay  bestes  to  hulds.* 
WiU.  cf  PcUerne,  ed.  Skeat,  1708. 

A.S.  hyldan:  O.Icel.  hylda. 

HiLLE,  82,  vb.  coyer,  clothe,  conceal 
Killed,  305,  pp.    A.S.  hUan. 

Hinge,  238,  pt.  s.  hung. 
EEiBDE,  6,  pt.  pi.  heard. 
H13T,  233,  pp.  promised. 
Hole,  69,  adj.  cured,  freed. 
Hough,  HollTi  180,  adv.  wholly, 

entirely. 
HouYKG,  10,  sb.  making  a  hole. 

HoLBOME,  113,  adj.  wholesome, 
beneficiaL  'ELolsum.  Saluber.* — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

Ho2ffE8T,  60,  adj.  becoming,  proper, 
suitable.    Lat.  honestus. 


Honestly,  50,  <idv.  honourably 

HONGE,  4,  vb.  hang,  kill. 

HoPYNG,  366,  pr.  p.  expecting. 

HoBE,  2,  sb.  whore,  an  imfaithful 
wife. 

HoBEOOFFis,  382,  sb.  pi.  bastards. 
The  word  occurs  in  Syr  Try  a-, 
moure  (Percy  80c.,  ed,  Halli- 
well),  1.  224.  See  also  Prompt. 
Parv,,  p.  246.  ' Hie  pdinguis,  a 
hor-ooppe.* — Wright's  Vol.  of 
Vocab.,  p.  217. 

Host,  257,  sb.  an  inn.    See  Osr. 

Hostage,  257,  sb.  hospitality, 
lodging. 

HosTELL,  213,  sb,  lodging. 

HosTEBY,  315,  sb.  inn,  lodging. 

HoxTYB,  369,  pt.  s.  hoyered. 

Hugh,  Hughe,  288,  sb.  box,  chest 

Httndbid,  75,  pt.  s.  (?  =  hyndrid, 
i.  e.  hindered  or  preyented  from 
seeing  or  joining). 

HXTBD,  13,  pt.  0.  heard. 

Httbde,  92,  sb,  shepherd.  '  Heerd 
man.  Pastor,  agaso,* — Prompt. 
Parv. 

Hy,  63,  vb,  imper,  hasten,  hurry. 
A.S.  higian, 

I-BB,  3,  Y-be,  2,  pp.  been. 

I-blent,  111,  pp,  blinded.  A.S. 
bUfiidan, 

I-GLUFiD,  118,  pp.  called.  A.S. 
cUopian. 

Ien,  Yen,  154,  sb,  pi,  eyes.  A.S. 
eage, 

I-FOUNDE,  137,  pp,  supported, 
maintained.  The  expression  *  to 
And  one  in  anything,' meaning 
*to  proyide  one  with  such 
things,'  is  still  in  luse.  See  also 
Fynde. 

I-fbett,  142,  pp.  rubbed  off, 
torn  off.  * Frelynge.  Corrosio* — 
Prompt.  Parv, 

I-HYED,  280,  pp,  exalted,  pro- 
moted. 

I-LAD,  118,  pp,  led,  conducted, 
directed. 
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I'jjTEsrTD,  195,  pp,  enlightened. 

Iw-DBETNT,  177,  mj.  drowned, 
orerwhelmed.  A.S.  drenchan, 
pret.  drencte. 

Ii^OT,  70,  pr.  1  pi,  become  in- 
fected, cat^  a  disease. 

Inteote,  18,  culj\  corrupt. 

In-qange,  200,  Bb,  the  in-going, 
entrance. 

IxHiETH,  85,  pr,  8,  exalts,  mag- 
nifies. 

Inly,  361,  adv.  closely. 

I-NOWHB,  123,  adj\  enough,  suffi- 
cient.   A.S.  genoh, 
iNTENDATJinnB,  52,  odj.  obedient 
Inwittis,  18,  ah,  pi,  senses. 
I-SETTE,  251,  pp,  appointed,  set. 
I-SP&AD,  7,  pp.  spread,  coyered. 
I-TAKE,  10,  pp,  arrested. 
I-TEYDE,  260,  pp.  tied,  bound. 
I-wissB,  185,  adv.  assuredly. 

Iapes,  408,  $h,  pi.  buffooneries. 
Ibbet,   130,   IiTBET,  9h.    gallows. 

— Prompt  Farv. 

Ientilnesse,  38,  ah.  gentle  man- 
ners, ladylike  behayiour. 

looATJNT,  116,  adj.  merry,  glad. 

loouND,  69,  adj.  pleased,  delighted. 

Iogeleb,  125,  ab.  cunning  fellow, 
trickster. 

lOMTAY,  139,  sb.  journey. 

luois,  59,  ab.  pi,  judges. 

lUGYUTHE,  135,  pr.  a.  strangles. 

lusTiNG,  98,  ab.  jousts,  tourna- 
ments.   O.Fr.  jouaie, 

Keohik,  149,  ab.  kitchen.  *Ky- 
chyne.  Coquina,  ctdiruif  popina.^ 
— Prompt.  Farv. 

Kelid,  76,  pi.  ».  cooled,  refreshed. 
*To  kele;  frigidare,  tepi/acere, 
et  cetera ;  ubi  to  mi^e  calde.* — 
Oath.  Ang.    A.S.  celan. 

Kepe,  56,  ab.  notice,  thought. 

Kettebtn,  129,  vb.  wrap  up  in. 

KiBT,  82,  pi.  $.  kissed,  embraced. 


Etete,  150,  Kttis,  162,  pt  B.  cat 
Knaites,  413,  ab.  pi.  servantsi 
Knottlaghe,  77,  ab,    knowledge, 

recognition. 
Etnde,  157,  ab.  nature.    Of kynde' 

=  naturaL 
Kttlikgis,  243,  ah  pi.  yoong 

Lad,  118,  pt.  a.  led,  conducted. 

Lafte,  413,  Leftb,  401,  pt.  a.  re- 
mained, was  lefb. 

*  Duke  Terry  here  schal  Uus.* 
Sir  Ferumbras,  ed.  Herrtase,  1. 9683. 

See  also  F.  Flowman,  A.  iii.  190. 

Lak,  140,  vb,  be  wanting,  fiEoL 

Laxayns,  123,  ab.  pi.  toys,  play- 
things. '  Laykyn,  or  thynge  }yat 
chylderyn  play  wythe.  iudibQe^* 
&c. — Frompt.  Farv.  See  Brock- 
etfs  Gloss.,  8.  T.  Lakiiig. 

Laffe,  129,  vb.  wrap,  involve,  roll 
up.  Lapfid,  103,  j>p.  *Tolappe; 
volverBf  oonvdvere;  to  lapp  in; 
intrioare,  invclvere.^ — Cath.  Ang, 

Labge,  153,  adj.  liberaL 
Lasse,  10,  adj.  and  adv.  less. 
Late,  4,  pr.  pi.  cause.  A.S.  IMan. 
Late,  18,  pi.  a.  allowed,  caused. 
Latyse,  399,  ab.  window. 
Laughte,  24,  pt.  a.  took  (the  field). 

Lawe,  46,  vb.  to  laugh,  be  merry. 
LAW3I8T,  3,  jpr.  2  «.  A.S.  Mdkhan, 

Lawe,  175,  adv.  low. 

Leberdes,  246,  ab.  pi.  leox^ards. 

Leohe,    5,    ab.    physician.      A.S. 

ksche. 
Leche  -  graft,   65,    ab.    surgery, 

medicine,  ara  medico.  A.S.  tocAa- 

croeft. 

Ledde,  253,  pt.  a.  laid,  placed. 

Lede,  177,  ab.  lead. 

Leene,  Lejite,  29,  vb.  lend. 

Left,  212,  pi.  a.  remained.  5m 
Lafte. 

Lefulle,  160,  adj.  lawful. 

Leges,  397,  ab.  pi.  leagues. 

Lemaiv,  249,  Lemon,  162,  ab.  sweet- 
hearty  lover.  'Leman;  aimaaiua,^ 
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&G.^Ccah.  Ang.  See  Way's  Note 
in  Prompt  Farv, 

Lendts,    126,   sh.  pi,  loizifi.     *A 
lende;  lumbus,' — Cath.  Ang. 

LsNTON,  266y  adj,  the  season  of 
Lent. 

LsPKEMZir,  265,  sh,  pi,  lepers^ 
leprous. 

Leb,  252,  adj.  empty. 

Les,  183,Lese,  59,  vb,  lose.  Lbsbst, 
115,  pr.  2  B.    A.S.  leosan, 

LestxGi  79,  ah,  loss,  losing. 

Lesynqe,  183,  ab.  lie.  LssYiraBS, 
59,  pi.    A.S.  leasung. 

Let,  69, pi,  $.  caused.  'Let  ordein,' 
caused  to  be  prepared. 

Lete,  106,  Lette,  18,  vb,  hinder, 
stop.     A.S.  lettan, 

Lettebed,  256,  adj.  educated. 

LsuACioir,  324,  $b.  lifting,  eleva- 
tion (of  the  host). 

Leye,  147,  pr.  $,  live,  spend  life. 
Lettyd,  52,  pt,  $. 

Leyid,  21,  pp.  believed,  trusted  to. 

Lewde,  160,  adj.  foolish,  unlearned. 
'Lewde,  unkunnynge,  or  vn- 
knowynge,  InsciiM,  ignarus.* — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

Lewdelioh^  39,  Lbwidly,  38,  adv. 
foolishly. 

Lewdenesse,  21,  $h,  folly,  foolish- 
ness. 

Lewtb,  30,  sb.  word,  honour. 

Let,  159,  vb.  pledge,  give  as 
security.  *  Leyn,  or  leye  wai- 
oure.     Vadio.' — Prompt.  Parv. 

Leyoetub,  52,  »b.  Leicester. 

LiBABD,  246,  sb.  a  leopard. 

LiFLODE,  32,  ib.  support,  main- 
tenance. '  Lyvelode,  or  lyf hode. 
Vktus.* — Prompt.  Parv. 

LiFTB,  150,  adj.  left. 

Lio,  67|  lilooB,  6,  vb.  lie.  A.  8. ' 
liggan. 

Like,  9,  pr.  $,  please. 

LiXBTH,  116,  imper$,  pr.  pleases. 

LxKTKQB,  149,  adf,  pleasing  to  the 
sight. 


LiFBE,  317,  sb,  leprosy. 

Lithe,  99,  pr,  s,  lies,  is  lying. 

Lithe,  220,  pr,  s,  lies  {mentUur), 

LrvEBAY,  79,  sb,  livery. 

L13T,  6,  pp.  lit.    A.S.  leohtan. 

L13T,  5,  sb,  light.    A.S.  koht. 

LuTELY,  10,  adv,  easily,  without 
difficulty. 

Li3TirY,  195,  vb.  enlighten. 

LoBOUB,  5,  sb,  labour,  hard  work. 

LoETTH,  40,  vb,  imper,  lock.  A.S. 
lucan, 

LoBELL,  80,  LosELL,  sb.  lazv,  ras- 
cally. '  Lorel,  or  losel,  or  ludene 
(loroayne,  8.,  Imdeyn,  P.). 
Lurco.* — Prompt,  Parv, 

Los,  232,  adj.  loose,  free. 

Lose,  115,  vb,  loosen.  A.Q.losian; 
O.Icel.  hsa. 

Lost,  154,  sb,  loss,  failure.  '  For 
lost  of  observaunce  *  =  to  pre- 
vent a  failure  of  obedience. 

LoxTLYNESSE,  72,  sb,  lowliness^ 
meekness. 

Lowe,  235,  vb,  humble.  Lowi|»e, 
245,  pr,  8, 

LowmsssE,  119,  st,  meekness, 
humility. 

LowTED,  144,  pt.  s,  bowed.  *I 
lowte,  I  gyue  reuerence  to  one, 
Je  me  cambre,  Je  luy  fats  la 
reuerence.* — Palsgrave.  *  fiowyn, 
or  UnotynJ* — Prompt,  Parv, 

L0W3,  3,  pt,  s.  laughed. 

LuNOEN,  3,  sb.  pi,  lungs,  side. 

Ltjbdayites,  145,  sb.  pi,  rascals, 
low  fellows.  '  A  lurdane,  ubt  a 
thefe.' — Cath,  Ang,  *A  lourdon, 
or  sot,  bardus,* — (xoiddman. 

Lust,  104,  pr.  pi,  like,  delight  in. 
A.  8.  lystan, 

Lykyko,  114,  adj.  pleasant,  beau- 
tiful. 

Lyvelode,  411,  sb,  means  of  sub- 
sistence. 

Lyvely,  218,  adj,  full  of  life. 
Make,  312,  sb,  mute,  partner. 
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Maitaseth,  28,  pr,  «.  threaten. 
'  To  manase ;  ubi  to  threte.' — 
Cath,  Ang, 

Maner,  Manebs,  il4,  »h.  manor, 
estate. 

Maxquelleb,  102,  sh,  murderer, 
man-killer.  A.S.  ma^icwellere, 
from  aveUan,  to  kill. 

May,  37,  ah.  maid,  maiden.  A.S. 
moeg. 

Meai^,  391,  sh,  mediator. 

Meant,  60,  ah,  attendants,  retinue. 
See  Meyne. 

Mede,  55,  ah,  reward.  '  Meede,  re- 
warde.  Premium,*  &c, — Prompt, 
Parv, 

Medewe,  18,  ah.  meadow,  field. 
A.S.  mjeadu;  gen.  meadewea. 

Meduth,  66,  pr.  a,  meddles  in, 
mixes  in. 

Meeell,  59,  adv,  much,  greatly. 

Mebsement,  59,  ah,  fine.  8ee 
Ameboyment^. 

Messagees,  208,  ah,  pi.  messen- 
gers. 

Mevable,     180,    adf,    moveable. 

MevaUea,  personal  as  opposed  to 

real  property. 
Meyid,  105,  pp.  moved,  troubled. 

Meyne,  73,  ah,  servants,  house- 
hold. O.Fr.  maianiSe,  which  cor- 
responds to  manaioTuUam  from 
manaumem,  as  houaeludd  from 
house, 

Meybe,  3,  ah.  magistrate. 

MiDDis,  177,  Myddis,  6,  adv, 
midst,  middle. 

MiBGOUEBNAYLE,  93,  ah,  disturb- 
ance, outrage. 

Mo,  98,  Moo,  23,  adj.  more.  A.S. 
md, 

MoBDEBYD,  11,  pi,  pi.  murdered. 

MoEOWENYNG,  87,  ah.  morning. 

Most,  77,  Moste,  46,  adj.  greatest, 
highest,  principal. 

Mot,  116,  Mow,  65,  Mows,  2, 
aux,  vh.  may. 

MxTBYB,  110,  adj.  merry.  Mubely, 
MUBILY,  58,  adv. 


Myohebs,  107,  alb.  pi  pilferen, 
petty  thieves.  '  Meoher,  a  lyteU 
thefe,  laroneeau,*  —  Palagrave, 
Now  common  as  a  tenn  for  a 
truant  C£  Shak.  1  Henry  IV., 
II.  iv. :  '  Shall  the  blessed  smi  of 
heaven  prove  a  mieher  and  eat 
blackbemes.* 

Myning,  110,  pr,  p.  undermining. 

Mynistris,   21,   ah,  pi,  servants, 

officers. 
Mysgheuous,  438,  adf,  miserable, 

unfortunate. 

Myschxef,  51,  eh.  misfortune, 
trouble. 

Mysteb,  65,  Mystery,  171,  ab. 
art,  craft.  Lat.  minuterium; 
Low  Lat  meaterttm.  Traders  are 
called  miniatericUea  in  Memor. 
39  Henry  HL,  Bot  14a. 

Mybteb-ilak,  2,  ah,  cunning,  wise 
man. 

Mytieb,  108,  adj\  migbtier,  more 
powerful. 

Naked,  Sl3,pi,  a.  stripped.  Nakyk, 
277,  imper,  $. 

Namly,  292,  adv,  specially. 

Naxttragie,  293,  ah.  shipwreck. 

Necebsabioitb,  140,  adj.  necessary. 

Nedes,  128,  imper,  pr.  there  is 
need,  is  wanting. 

Nedis,  115,  adv.  needs,  necessarily. 

*  Nedet  mote  we  perte^' 
JFiU.  qf  Paleme,  ed.  SlceiUi.  1043. 

Nempned,  78,  pt.  a.  called,  named. 
A.S.  nemnan;  Lat.  nominare, 

Nete,  367,  ah.  cattle. 
Neybottbe,  107,  ah.  neighbour. 
Nigbomanoye,  2,  ab,  magic. 

NiGBOMAITNOEB,      1,      NlGBOMAIT- 

oiEic,  2,  ah.  a,  wizard. 

NoBLEY,  202,  ah,  nobility,  rank, 
honour. 

'Noij)E,  168,  for  •  na  wolde,*  would 

not. 
NoBiSHE,  NoBYSHE,  157,  «5.nurse, 

guardian. 
Not,  300,  Note,  259,  jpr.  1  •  for 

'  ne  uHft,*  1  know  not 
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Not,  65,  ffb,  injure,  damage. 
NoTiJj,  6,  pr,  8. 

"NoTSOf  109,  $b,  the  doing  harm, 
injuring. 

NoYirGB,  217,  adj\  hurtful,  in- 
jurious. 

Ny,  60,  adv,  near,  close. 

Ntghted,  205,  pt.  a.  passed  the 

night. 
Ny8,  112,  for  'ne  is,'  is  not. 
NY8BLY,  388,  adv,  daintily,  finely. 

Obolus,  35,  »h,  a  coin  equal  in 

"^ue  to  one  hal^nny. 
OxERERS,     71,     sb,    pL    usurers. 

*  Okyr ;  fenua,  usura.  An  okerer ; 

fuurartu^^  feneraior.  To  do  okyr; 

fenerare,^ — C<Uh,  Ang,     O.Icel. 

6kr^  usury. 

Okeub,  25,  sh.  homily. 

On,  orep,  'on  slope'  (63\  in  sleep, 

asleep;    'on  nwhtes     (61),    at 

night,  in  the  m^t. 

Okbs,  113,  adv.  once.    A.S.  dnes. 

OmrMEirrES,    115,   Oynehektes, 

ab,  pi,  ointments.     O.Fr.  oigne- 

ment.    '  Oynement,  or  onyment. 

UngerUumJ — Prompt.  Parv. 

'  A  ftovTutMtU  anon  iche  made.' 

WiU,  qfPaUme,  ed.  Skeiit,  180. 

Oo,  163,  adj.  one,  a  single. 

Ottbykr,  134,  vb.  prevail,  succeed, 

obtain  her  wish. 

Ob,  50,  conj.  before,  ere. 

Obdedt,  69,  vb.  prepare,  make 
ready.  Ordeyned,  1,  pt,  9. 
strove  for,  endeavoured  to  bring 
about. 

Obkyd,  305,  pp.  adorned. 

OsT,  39,  OsTB,  90,  sb,  army,  host. 
O.Fr.  hoat.  *  Oost  of  menne, 
ExercituaJ* — Prompt.  Parv. 

OsTE,  89,  ab.  lodgings,  inn.  '  An 
ostry ;  oapidum.*  —  Cath,  Ang. 
Oathouae  is  used  in  Yorkshire  for 
an  inn.    See  Note. 

OsTEBY,  19,  OSTBY,  90,  «6.  inn. 
'  Syne  of  an  oatry  or  of  an  in.' — 
Prompt.  Parv.    See  cUao  OsTE. 

O^EBE,  conj.  or.  Ol^ere  .  .  .  o^ere 
=  either  ...  or. 


OuB,  38,  ab.  hour,  appointed  time. 
Lat.  Aora. 

Otrl'EBB,  102,  CMij.  either. 

OuTE-TAKE,  141,  prep,  except. 

'All  manner  pals  is  goode.  the  fitche 
outetake.* 

PallacUua  on  Ituaboudrie,  B.  B. 
T.  S.,  ed.  Lodge,  p.  87.  L  788. 

OvEBBYKVE,  122,  ub,  outstrip,  beat 

in  running. 

Owe,  97,  pr.  pi.  ought,  are  bound 
to ;  33,  vb.  possess,  own. 

Falfbay,  38,  ab.  $.  palfrey,  riding 

horse.    L.Lat.  pciafridua, 
Falle,  305,  ab.  fine  doth. 

FAiCEirr,  81,  ab,  pavement,  road- 
way. '  Famentt ;  litoatratoa,  paui- 
m/entwm* — Cath.  Ang. 

Fapfis,  5,  ab.  pi.  breasts. 

Fapulabde,  401,  ab.  hypocrite. 
*  Papdard.  An  hypocrite,  a  dis- 
semoler,  a  flatterer.  Papdarder, 
To  play  the  hypocrite,  to  dis- 
semble or  counterfeit  a  holi- 
nesse.  Papelardie.  Hypocrisee, 
or  outward  show  of  religion.'-- 
Cotgrave. 

Fabbe,  9  =  pardieu  =  by  God. 

Fabilis,  245,  ab.pl.  perils,  dangers. 

Fablemeih',  Fabllament,  78,  ab. 

consultation,  discussion. 
Fabties,  126,  ab.  pi,  parts,  divi- 

siona    Lat.  partea. 

Fask,  320,  86.  Easter. 
Fabsaoe,  110,  ab.  flow. 

Fassaxtnt,    247,    adj.    excellent, 

'  passing '   great.     FASSAirrLY, 

98,  adv. 
Fassid,  43,  pt.  a.  passed.    *  Fassid 

with  the  life'  = 

his  life. 


escaped  with 


Fassion,  91,  ab.  emotion. 

Fassynge,  115,  adv.  wonderfully. 

Fastube,  98,  vb.  feed. 

FAYifYMS,  11,  «6.  pi.  pagans, 
heathen.  'Aj?aynyme;  MniciUf 
gentilia,  pagantia,^ — Cath.  Ang. 

Fele,  78,  ab.  appeal. 

Febil,  93,  vb,  incur  risk,  be  en- 
dangered. 
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Fkbi^SWBX,  108,  aij,  dangerouB, 
perilous.  'Ferlions;  dMcrtmi- 
iionM,  jMricuZomu.' — QaXK  Ang, 

Pert,  171,  <idf,  in  this  passage 
skilfdl,  cleyer,  being  the  trans- 
lation of  Lai  subtUU. 

Fbs,  106,  ah,  peace,  seourity. 

FlKiD,  237,  pt,  <.  dressed  finely. 

Plbid,  67,  pi.  pi.  played,  amnsed 
themselves. 

PUEZITITH,  55,  ah,  plenty,  numbers. 
Compare  Deyntith. 

Pletoxjbib,  8,  $b,  pi,  pleaders.  '  A 
pletw;  actoTf  aauooatu»f  orator,* 
— Caih,  Ang. 

Pleynt),  59,  ah,  pi.  complaints, 
plaints. 

Plijt,  37,  pt.  pi,  plighted,  pledged. 

Pl/JNTYNO,  97,  pr,  p,  implanting. 

FoKEFULL,  370,  ah.  bagful,  sack- 

foL    A.S.  poca, 
FoxDEBTTS,  66,  adj,  weighty,  heavy. 
FouwcB,  191,  ah,  pulse.    An  error 

of  the  scribe  for  j>ouce. 

Fens,  191,  ah.  pulse. 
Fowirrs,  70,  ah,  pi.  pawns. 
FoYNT,  9,  alf.  'in  poynt*  =  on  the 

point  of. 
Fbaty,  46,  adj.  pretty.    'Praty. 

Elegana,  foTTnoaua^  &c. — Prompt, 

Parv, 

Fbbsteb,  Frestis,  4,  ah.  pi.  priests. 

Fbetebit,  105,  adj.  past. 

FaiUETEiSi  14,  ah.  pi.  secrets,  in- 
most thoughts. 

FBOBAOioirE,  66,  ah,  trial,  experi- 
ment. Lat.  prohacionemf  from 
prohare,  to  prove,  try. 

FBOFrq,  62,  ah.  pi.  prophets. 

FBOLOYinsD,  135,  pp.  separated, 
set  at  a  distance. 

Fbomissiottk,  134,  ah,  promise. 

Fbopbe,  162,  adj.  own.  Compare 
the  Latin  proprid  aud  manu.  *  In 
propre'  (16)  =  of  their  own. 

Fbout,  280,  adj,  proud. 

FaowDS,  4,  ah,  pride. 

FtTKEBHYiraES,  151,  ah,  pi.  punish- 
ments, penalties. 


FUBSUB,  133,  imper,  $.  follow,  be 
anxious  for.  ^  Fursuyn,  or  !61- 
owyn.     Sequor.' — Prompt.  Pam. 

FUBVEYE,  130,  vh.  provide^  find. 
'Furveyyn.  Provideo,  procuro.*-^ 
Prompt.  Parv. 

FUTTOCE,  FUTTOK,  369,  ab.  kita 

FnnBFXTLL,  377,  adj,  painfuL 

Fyitne,  409,  ah.  bolt 

Qttadbaoesice,  266,  ah.  the  seasoa 
of  Lent. 

QuADBAirs,  35,  ah.  farthing,  a  ooin, 
the  quarter  of  the  Boman  As. 

QXTABELL,  56,  ah.  bolt  'Quarel, 
arowe.  Quadrellum.' — PrampL 
Parv,  '  That  sank  an  alblastere; 
Siquarelle,  lete  he  flie.' — Lang- 
toft,  p.  205. 

QuEDE,  175, «(.  pain,  hurt  O.Dutch 
qvdd. 

Qttene,  1,  ah,  woman.    A.S.  cwm. 

QxTESTB,  387,  ab.  enquiry. 

QWTTE,  35,  vh.  pay  for.    '  Qvytyn, 

or  jyldyn.  Beddo^peradvo^quieto.' 

— Prompt.  Parv. 

Badde,  125,  pt.  a.  read. 

Bathest,  122,  adv.  soonest^  the 
first. 

Bavenottb,  101,  ah.  robber,  plun- 
derer. 

Bavid,  248,  pt  a.  worried,  tore. 

Rbawk,  50,  ah.  realm,  kingdom. 
Fr.  rSaume. 

Bebavde,  Bibalde,  394,Bibawde, 
77,  Bybawdb,  78,  ah.  rascal, 
wretch. 

Becheles,  85,  a^j.  careless.  A.S. 
receleaa. 

Bechiko,  308,  pr.  p.  stretching, 
pointing. 

Beghith,  71,  pr.  a.  care,  reck. 
A.S.  recan. 

Bechithb,  111,  pr.  a.  hands, 
reaches  over.    A.S.  rceoan. 

Beoubid,  56,  pt.  a.  recovered,  re- 
gained. 

Befute,  308,  ah.  refuge. 
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Bekkb,  14,  jpr.  1  pL  caz6.    A.S. 
recan, 

Bemb.  256,  ah,  realm,  kmgdoin. 

"BLsMYTTEf  399,  pp.  forgiven. 

BxPBBSSE,  51,  «d.  sabjeotion. 

BBPBBvn),  10,  pt.  «.  charged,  ao- 
cufled. 

BsuoKiD,  253,  pp.  recovered,  res- 
cued. 

Bkwthe,  13,  th,  pity,  compassion. 
Eetsid,  190,  pt  pi  (?). 
Bhan,  98,  pt  9,  ran. 
•Rtatt^  123,  adj,  royal,  splendid, 
magnificent. 

IdLrs,  Edtne,  "Rykste,  122,  vh,  run, 

race. 
B13TWIS,  19,  adj\  righteous,  just. 
BocHE,  106,  ab,;  BoCHis,  ah,  pi, 

rock. 
BooGYD,  111,  |)<.  pL  shook.  *  Rog- 

gyn  or  mevyn  (rokkyn).    Agito* 

— Prompt  Parv, 

'I  had  reath  whan  Tien  roggyd,  it 
gradde  so  reufulUcha* 

P.  Flowmtm,  ed.  Skeat,  B.  Text, 
xvi.  78. 

BoiTNBD,  BowmnD,  80,  pt  a.  whim- 
pered.   A.8.  runian. 


Sap,  104,  Saplichb,  110,  Saflt, 

113,  adv.  safely. 
Saulby,  88,  Salabyb,  96,  ah.  pay, 

charge,  reward. 

Saxme,  111,  ab.  psalm. 

Saix)wid,  83,  Salude,  113,  8a- 
i*iJED,  91,  Saluid,  161,  Salusid, 
318,  pt  a,  saluted. 

Baitebed,  no,  pp.  understood, 
knew.     Fr.  aavoir. 

Saw,  175,  ab.  saying,  words. 
Sawis,  284,  ab.  pt    A.S.  aagu, 

Sawtbie,    138,    ah,    *A    sawtre; 

nablum,    organum,     paalierium. 

versua  : — 
Bbnici,  greet,  diTeraificantque  latinl, 
Paalterium  gred.  nos  orgaiia,  xwblft 

Sayk,  36,  pp.  seen. 

SoABSLY,  147,  cLdv.  poorly,  stingily. 

SOHBTB,  Shbte^  2,  vh.  shoot. 


I  SoHETEB,  3,  ab.  aroher,  shooter. 

SoiENS,  132,  ab.  knowledge,  learn- 
ing. 

SoooHENS,  236,  ah.  pi.  escutcheons. 

SooTTBOY,    29,   adj.    the   aame   aa 

SOBOGH^Y,  q.  V. 

Sgbxptube,  7,  ab.  inscription, 
writing. 

ScBOGOY,  19,  adj.  covered  with 
underwood,  bushes,  &c.  'A 
scroge:  ubi  a  buske.' — Oath. 
Ang.  '  Scroggy ;  stunted,  bushy. ' 
— ^Peacock's  Gloaa.  ofManUy,  &c., 
E.  D.  Soc.  See  MorU  Arthure, 
ed.  Brock,  L  1641. 

Seoe,  152,  vh.  cease,  leave  off. 

Seche,  121,  vh.  seek  for. 

Secke,  5,  pt,  a.  sudied.  A.S.  tucan, 

Seoule^,  16,  ah.  pi.  laymen. 

Sehtg,  172,  pr.  p.  saying. 

Seith,  4,  vh.  imper,  see. 

Seke,  66,  adj.  sick. 

Sekibly,  91,  adv.  assuredly,  cer- 
tainly.    Lat.  aecure. 

Semtthe,  173,  imper  a.  pr.  it  seems. 

Sen,  113,  pp.  seen,  beheld.  A.S. 
aetm. 

SeitesoaIi,  35,  ah.  officer. 

Sepuxcube,  173,  ah.  tomb. 

Sebke,  24,  ab.  shirt.  'A  serke; 
camuia,  irUentla.* — Cath.  Ang. 
A.S.  aercCf  agree. 

Sebvid,  260,  pp.  deserved,  in- 
curred.   Sebvithe,  162,  pr.  a, 

Sesith,  4,  pr.  a.  ceases. 

Sethe,  131,  pr.  pi.  see.  Sethe, 
151,  pr.  a.  looks  towards,  attends 
to. 

SeI'E,  247,  pt,  a.  boiled,  cooked. 

Sett,  14,  pt  1  pi.  *sett  bye'  = 
coimt  of  any  importance,  attach 
any  importe^ce  to. 

Sette,  10,  pr.  1  a,  propose.  'Sette 
cas'  =  propose  an  instance  or 
example. 

Shadist,  261,  pt  2  a.  didst  shed. 

Shabcely,  263,  adv.  disgracefully, 

miserably. 
Shelynoes,  34,  ah,  pi.  shillings. 
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Shendithe,  120,  pr.  $.  ruins, 
deebx)yB.  *  Scshendyn  (shendyn) 
or  lesyn.  Con/undo.* — Prompt, 
Parv, 

Shbnt,  38,  pt  «.  ruined,  spoilt 
A.S.  aeendan, 

Shsbtb,  Shibte,  188,  ah.  lap, 
bosom.    See  Sjuktuk 

Shipbbeohe,  48,  sb,  «.  shipwreck. 

Shit,  82,  Shittb,  126,  pp.  shut, 
closed. 

Shoite,  262,  ah.  pi.  shoes. 

Shofe,  232,  pt.  a.  shaped,  created. 

Shotis,  4,  ah.  pL  shots,  darts. 

Shbewd,      152,      adj.     cursed. 

*  Schrewyd.      Pravatua,    depra- 
vattu.* — Prompt.  Parv. 

Sheewis,  311,  ah.  pi.  Tillams, 
rascals. 

SiBLATOUB,  137,  «&.  whistler,  hisser. 
Lat.  aibilator,  from  aibilare  =  to 
hiss,  whistle.  *  Sibilum.  Anhys- 
Byng  or  a  whystelyng.' — Medulla 
Grammcttice. 

SiKE,  167,  adj.  sick,  ill. 

Siejo),  251,  pt.  a.  sighed. 

SiEENES,  68,  ah.  iLlness,  sickness. 

SlEiB,  96,  adv.  surely,  certainly. 

*  Play  sikir  with '  =  make  sure 
of:  '  10,  adj. 

SiNET,  213,  ab.  signet-ring,  seaL 

Smis,  124,  ah.  father's,  sire's. 

SiTH,  73,  adv.  since. 

S13ID,  185,  pt.  a,  sighed. 

S13T,  35,  ah.  sight 

BijYNG,  9,  ah.  sighing,  lamentation. 

SqYiTGis,  6,  ab.  pi. 
Skill,  2,  Skyle,  84,  ah.  reason, 

cause. 
Skikthe,  188,  ah.  bosom.     Bee  alao 

Shebte.   'A  skirthe;  flrrewtttm.* 

Cath.  Ang. 
Sle,  2,  Slee,  75,  vh.  slay.    A.S. 

aleon. 
Sleigh,  124,  Sligh,  adj.  cunning, 

crafty.    Slely,  390,  adv. 
Slekbth,  120,  pr.  a.  puts  down, 

extinguishes.     '  To  sleke ;  extin- 

guere,^Ca;th.  Ang. 


Slo,    6,   pi.    a.;    Slow,   3  pi.; 

Slowkb,  98,  dew,  killed.    A.S. 

aleon. 
Smothe,  244,  pi.  1  a.  smote. 
SoGETTES,  138,  ah.  pi.  subjects. 
Sonde,  35,  ah.  message,  sending; 

hence,  will,  command.    'Sond, 

or  sendynge.    Miaaio.* — Prompt. 

Parv. 

SoiTNER,  259,  adv.  sooner,  more 
quickly. 

SoFYE,  19,  vh.  sup. 

SoBT,  36,  ab.  lot 

SoTELL,  SoTiL,  114,  adj.  wonder- 
fully constructed.  Sotblest,  55, 
adj.;  Sotelyche,  170,  adv. 

SOTHFASTNESSE,  31,  ah.  truth. 

Sotiltb,  2,  ah.  cunning,  skill. 

SoTiTE,  118,  SowTE,  136,  pt.  a. 
searched,  sought 

SPEcnis,  20,  adj.  fair,  pleasant 

Sfede,  159,  ah.  success,  adrantage. 

Spebole,  108,  vh.  imper.  spiinkle. 
*  EaparpiUer,  to  scatter,  disperse, 
disparlde  asunder.'  —  CkAgrave. 
*To  sparpille;  apargere,^ — Ca^K 
Ang. 

Spebe,  284,  vh.  enquire,  asL 
Sfebed,  Spmn),  216,  pp. 

Spebkblid,  100,  pp.  sprinkled.  See 
Spebcle. 

Spette,  179,  pt.  pi.  spat 

Spice,  189,  ah.  kind.  Spicis,  267, 
ah.  pi.    Lat  spedem. 

Spobis,  Spobbes,  76,  ah.  pi.  spurs. 

Spoubgid,  363,  pt.  a.  fermented, 
was  fermenting. 

Spbite,  165,  ah.  spirit,  souL 

Spyebis,  102,  ab.  pi.  spies. 

Stapfe,  ah.;  Staues,  365,  ah.  pi, 
steps  of  a  stair. 

Statys,  3,  ah.  pi,  council,  author- 
ities. 

Steke,  63,  vh.  imper.  bolt,  hwr. 
Steeid,  63,  pp.  O.L.Gher.  atecan. 

Stebed,  127,  pp,  excited,  raised. 

Stebte,  6,  pt.  a.  started,  rushed. 

Stebting,  110,  pr.  p.  moying 
about 
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StBynist,  178,  pr.  2  $,  stonesi 
Stids,  365,  $h.  place. 
STEESSy  106,  sh,  pi,  Bticks,  faggots. 
StonIEB,  286,  »h,  a  lapidary. 
St&epid,  43,  pt  ».  stripped. 
Stbessed,     103,    pp,     compelled, 

obliged. 
Strook,  3,  sh,  aim. 
Stykte,  210,  pt  pi,  stopped. 
SuESLT,    113,    adv.    safely,  "with 

safety. 

SxTBTE,  297,  »b,  security,  certainty. 
Sytth,  303,  pr,  a.  follows,  pursues. 
SwsTTNES,  110,  »h.  sweetness. 
SwETTEN,  295,  sb,  dream. 

SWEYNE,  128,  SWYWE,  148,  $b,  pig, 
hog.    A.S.  8mn. 

BwYTHB,  84,  adv.  quickly. 
Sybbe,  323,  adj,  related,  kin. 
Synevey,   194,  Synbwt,  41,  9b. 
mustard. 

Tables,  252,  $b,  pi,  writing  tablets. 

Take,  95,  vb,  imper,  give,  hand 
over.    A.S.  tacan.    See  ToKE. 

Tel,  152,  vb,  count,  value. 
Tendeist,  238,  pt.  2   $,  tended, 
favoured. 

TsNDiNQYB,  17,  9b.  pi.  nursing  of 
the  sick. 

Testament,  5,  sb.  will. 

Tetbs,  Tetis,  276,  sb,  pi.  breasts, 

teats. 
Tethikoes,  326,  sb.  pi.  tithes. 

Thaohe,  407,  Theoh,  403,  Thope, 

413,  conj.  although. 
Theohe,  139,  vb.  teach,  instruct. 
Thefly,  10,  adv.  like  a  thief. 
Thelke,  90,  adj.  those.    A.S.  )fyle. 

Thikse,  122,  adv.  in  numbers, 
frequently. 

Thible,  10,  pr.  a,  pierce,  drive  a 
hole  through.  '  To  thirle ;  cra- 
brare,  forare^  ptrforarey  &c. — 
CaXh.  Aug.     Ct  £ng.  drill. 

Thob),  14,  prep,  through,  in  con- 
sequence of. 

Tho},  8,  conj,  although,  even  if. 


Thowte,  150,  pt,  a,  thought,  re- 
flected. 

Thbaldoh,  232,  sb,  service. 

Thbatte,  374,  pt,  pi.  threatened. 

Thbbtyno,  218,  sb,  threatening. 

Thbid,  57,  nwm.  adj.  third. 

Thbies,  Thbis,  207,  adv,  thrice. 

Thbisteth,  64,  pr.  a.  thirsteth. 
A.S.  ^yrstan, 

Thbofe,  230,  pt.  a,  throve,  grew  up. 

Thbustid,  373,  pt.  s,  thirsted. 

Thbyfte,  185,  ab.  fortune,  pros- 
perity. 

Thtjbgh,  144,  prep,  through,  from. 

Tide,  95,  pt.  s.  tied,  fastened. 

Tiseth^  48,  pr.  s.  entices,  allures. 

TiTHpoES,  Tydyitoes,  141,  sb. 
tidings,  news. 

Tobbeee,  228,  vb.  break  utterly. 

Toke,  61,  95,  pt.  s,  gave,  handed. 
A.S.  tacan,  which  has  the  two 
meanings' of  giving  and  taking, 
C£  A.S.  leomian,  which  may 
mean  either  to  learn  or  to  teach. 

To-mobtte,  208,  adv.  to-morrow. 
Ton,  237,  Toone,  50,  for  'that 

one.'  '  Ton  . .  .  to)«r '  =  the  one 

. .  .  the  other. 

Tonne,  252,  sb.  cask,  vesseL 

TooDE,  5,  sb.  toad. 

ToBDis,  291,  sb.  pi  filth,  dirt. 

ToBMENTOXTBS,  133,  sb.  pi.  offiocrs, 
executioners.  '  Turmentoure. 
Tortor,  saUlUs.' — Prcmpt.  Parv. 

ToTHEBE,  406, 409,  for  'the  othere ; ' 

' '  tothere  day,'  the  following  day. 

So  in  Haveloky  ed.  Skeat,  1755 : 

'  Do  WAjten  al  be  nith, 
TU  )>«  oihtr  daw*  P»t  it  were  Uth.' 

Tbattayle,  1,  sb.;  Tbaveill,  67, 
vb.  trouble,  labour.    Fr.  travail. 

Tbayne,  319,  sb.  deceit,  treachery. 

Tbiste,  22,  vb.  trust 

Tbomfino,  247,  sb.  playing  on  the 
trumpet. 

Tboitbled,  338,  f>p.  disturbed, 
made  thick  or  turbid. 

Tbttsse,  419,  vb.  pack  up. 

Tubtill,  312,  sb.  a  turtle-dove. 
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TwABTTNOB,  193,  $h,  crookodnesB. 
TwEY,   72,  num.  adj.  two.    A.S. 
twegen, 

Tythinoib,  16,  $h.  pi  tithesL 

Yeniattnoe,  3,  »b,  pmiiBliment. 
*  Yeniawnce.  Vindicta,  tUcio,* — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

Yebey,  100,  Yebebt,  193,  adj. 
true,  real 

Yebtttous,  264,  adj.  fall  of  virtues 
or  special  qualities. 

Yexaoion,  298,  ah.  weariness. 

Yiaoe,  140,  ah.  journey. 

YiLAinr,  10,  »b.  ill-treatment. 

Yisis,  249,  eh.  pi.  vices,  sins. 

YiTAiLS,  40,  sb.  pi.  provisions,  eat- 
ables. 

Ymbblap^ed,  426,  pp.  involved, 
wrapped  up. 

Ykbesettb,  281,  pp.  beset,  sur- 
rounded. 

YNGUNinrKOEy  170,  adj.  unskilful, 
ignorant. 

Yndebponoe,  226,  v(.  receive. 

Yndib-take,  251,  vh.  accept,  un- 
dertake the  charge  oil 

Ynfilib,  249,  adj.  undefiled,  pure. 

Ynhappe,  129,  »b.  misfortune,  mis- 
chance. 

Ynkattght,  70,  pp.  untouched, 
safe. 

Ynneth,  64,  adv.  scarcely,  hardly. 
A.S.  uneaHf  from  eaiS,  easy. 

Ynperfite,  170,  adj.  imperfectly 
taught. 

Ynkbpuonable,  102,  adj,  incon- 
trovertible, impossible  to  contra- 
dict 

Ynsavbbt,  80,  adj.  foolish,  stupid. 

YiXTO  >AT,  44,  adv.  until,  up  to  the 
time  that. 

Ynyed,  26,  pt.  $.  imited,  joined. 

Yoeeiteb,  370,  ah.  pi.  advocates, 

lawyersL 
YoMENT,  442,  »h.  vomit 

YpsoDoxmB,  99,  Ypsodownb,  100, 
adv.  upside  down.  *  Ypsedowne 
(vp  so  doun,  S.).    JEveriua,  stUh 


ver9UB,     iranwenuB.*  —  Pnmpt. 
Parv. 

Ybchonb,  Ybghybs,  371,  $h.  pi. 
hedgehogs. 

Yeynb,  67,  ah.  urine.  In  MS.  Ee. 
ii.  20,  Univ.  Libr.  Camb.,  1494, 
the  following  derivations  are 
suggested: 

'  Dicitur  urinft  qnonfam  fit  xenilMU  una ; 
Aut  sb  nrith  greoe,  quod  danooftraeio 

fertur; 
Aut  quia  quod  tangit  moidet,  desiceat 
et  urit.' 

Ytkeb,  66,  ah.  vicar,  deputy.  Lai 

vicariua. 

Yyolete,  61,  ah.  contempt,  litde 
account  Lat  vilitatem,  from 
vilia,  common,  cheap. 

Waoob,  110,  vh.  shake,  tremble. 

Wait,  9,  Wannb,  164,  pt.  a.  won, 
gained.  110,  pi,  a.  found  his 
way,  managed  to  get  out 

Waithope,  411,  «5.  despair. 

Wab,  116,  adj.  cautious,  carefal, 
wary. 

Wabied,  380,  pp.  cursed.  A.S. 
wergian. 

Wauebe,  97,  vh.  waver. 

Wed,  88,  ah.  pled^,  security.  *To 
wed '  =  as  security,  or  in  pled^ 
'A  wedde;  pignua.  To  lay  in 
wedde ;  d^fwnere,  impignorarey 
vadari,  td,  vador  tllum,  i.  e.  do 
iUum  tibi  in  vadium.* — Cath, 
Ang. 

Wedeweb,  71,  #6.  widower. 

Wedowis,  71,  ah.  pi.  widowa  A.S. 
wideu^. 

Wbdyit,  311, 'pt.pl.  weighed. 

Wellyno,  383,  pr.  p.  boiling. 

WEifTTAOiON,  13,  ah.  lamentation. 

WEimE,  402,  pp.  thought 

Webxe,  4,  ah.  work. 

Webboxtb,  11, «(.  warrior. 

Wetb,  261,  vh.  know,  understand. 
*  I  do  vow  to  wete*  =  I  give  you 
to  understand. 

Wex,  12,  pt.  a.  grew. 

Wette,  117,  ah.  weight. 

Weythb,  177,  pr.  a.  weighs. 


0L0S8ABT 


559 


Whebthttboh,  ©7,  Whbbthtt- 
BTJGH,  91,  <idv,  througli  which, 
by  means  of  which. 

Whetheb,  81,  adv.  whither. 

Whonke,  240,  pi.  pi.  won,  con- 
quered. 

WiOH,  402,  »h.  wizard,  magician. 
'  A  weche ;  hie  Kec  veneficus.  A 
wiche;  hie  ftUmisea,  malefieua, 
§acrilega.' — Cath.  Ang. 

Wll^  103,  vb.  imper.  be  willing, 
consent.    K,^^m^lnan, 

"WTLFTTLLt  354,  ctdj.  voluntary. 
WmuLLT,  277,  378,  odv.  of 
one's  own  free  wil,  willingly. 

WiiiLB,  164,  sb.  good- will,  favour. 

WiSHE,    169,   Wl88HE,*114,  pt,   $. 

^    washed.   A.S.  weaschen^  weschen. 
To  the  instances  of  this  form 

?*ven  in  the  Notes  add  Pier» 
louman,  0.  xvi.  32,  38  :— 

*  ^  f«KM%«»  and  wypedeu  and  wenten  to 
J^  dyner.' 

WiTB,  1,  vh.  know,  ascertain.  A.S. 
witan. 

WiTHDUAWB,  9,  pr.  8.  rob,  steal 
from. 

WiTH-HOLDTWGB,  61,  pT.  p.  keep- 
ing, retaining. 

Witty,  46,  adj,  sensible,  clever. 

WoDBWis,  172,  «6.  pi.  widows. 
A.S.  tMuwe;  Lat.  vidua. 

Woi*L  HB  NBLL  HB,  304,  whether 
he  will  or  no,  willy-nilly. 

Woim),  281,  adj.  wont,  accus- 
tomed. 

WoODB,  99,  adj.  mad,  fdrious. 
WooDLT,  98,  adv.    A.S.  wod, 

WooDNBSSB,  99,  9b,  maduess,  fury. 

WoBDLE,  2,  8b.  world. 

WoBDLT,  14,  adj.  worldly.  •  Worde- 
Iv.  Mundanu8f  8eculari8.*  — 
rrompi.  Farv. 

"WoBOWBD,  248,  pi.  8.  worried, 
tore. 

"WoBTHB,  260,  pr.  9ubj.  be  to. 

WowiD,  236,  pi.  8.  wooed. 

WoTDB,  266,  adj.  empty. 

"WoTB,  160,  8b.  voice. 

Wbotbd,  Wbotidb,    147,  pi.  •. 


rooted  up.  'Towroote;  vefrere.* 
— Caih.  Ang. 

Wyoghb-obaft,    27,    8b.     magic, 

■    witchcraft.      '  A    wechecrane  ; 

8oriilegium.*  —  Cath.  Ang.     See 

WlOH. 

Wyoht,  121,  adj,  active,  speedy. 

Wympill,  317,  8b.  a  veiL 

Wywob,  216,  vb.  move  oneself 
oppose.  Perhaps  we  should  read 
wyrche;  see  the  reading  of  the 
Gamb.  MS. 

Taf,  181,  pi.  8.  gave,  bequeathed. 
A.S.  gi/an. 

Yatbs,  66,  ab.  pi.  ^tes. 
Y-BOBB,  13,  pp.  bom. 
Yb,  121,  8b.  eye,  sight.    Ybn,  4, 
'  8b.pl. 
Ybbde,   111,  8b,  garden.     'Yard 

or     yerd.      Hortue.* — Frompi. 

Parv. 
Ybte,  110,  pi.  8.  did  eat 
Ybvb,  Yeven,  146,  pp.  given. 
Y-HEVID,  61,  pp.  grieved,  made  the 

heart  heavy.     *To  heuy;   gra- 

vare,    molestare.      Hevyd;    ubi 

grevyd.' — Caih.  '^ng. 

*  But  oerteyn  miohel  it  ifnede  me.' 

Pilgrimage  of  the  lAffif  ^^  Manhode^ 

el  Wright,  p.  44,  L  21. 

YiF,    168,   pp.  given,   entrusted. 

A.8.  gifan. 
Ympbt,  247,  8b.  speed.    Lat.  tm- 

Ynly,  6,  ado.  in  his  heart,  in- 
wardly. 

YirwiTTBB,  146,  8b.  pi.  senses. 

YoDB,  99,  pi.  8.  went.    See  3BDB. 

YoNGiTH,  66,  8b.  youth. 

YovENB,  69,  pp.  given,  delivered. 
A.S.  gifan. 

Y-PAYNT,  Sypp.  painted. 

Ybb,  312,  eb.  iron. 

Y-8HOT,  3,  Y-8OHOTTB,  pp.  shot 

YvBLS,  76,  8b,  pi.  evils,  wicked- 
ness. 

Y-WONYD,    28,  pp.    accustomed. 
*To  wonne;  aeeue/acere,  a88ue8 
cere.'— Ca<A.  Ang. 
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TjB,  66,   Bh.;  YfER,  sb,  ph  eye, 
eyes. 

po,  6,  poo,  93,  adv.  then. 
pBiLiTHE,  m,pr.a,  pieroea.  A.S. 
pyrlian.     See  Thiille. 

jE,  20,  adv.  yes,  yea. 

^EDE,  1,  30DE,  20,  pt.  $.  went,  pro- 
ceeded.   A.S.  eode  =  ivU, 


jELD,  3,  vh,  imper.  giye^  pay. 

3SBE,  5,  9h.  year. 

jEYE,  6,  vh,  giye. 

3EVEK,  55,  »b.  giver. 

jiFTis,  15,  »b.  pi,  gifts,  presentsL 

^OYiBK,  32,  pp,  giyen.    A.S.  gi/a. 

30WTHEDE,  317,  «&.  youth. 
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Deeds,  406 
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Oat  and  Fox,  371 

Cat  and  Mouse,  364 

Catherine,  St.,  and  the  Devil,  404 

Chess,  The  Moral  of  the  Game  of, 

70 
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City  taken  by  Stratagem,  63 
Clerk  and  the  Heauien  Maiden, 

377 
Cocks,  The  Three,  174 
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Constance,  The  Story  of,  311 
Contract  between  a  Clerk  and  the 

DevU,  375 
Cook,  The  Emperor  and  his,  148 
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Daughters,  The  White  and  Black, 

353 
Devil  and  his  Imps,  400 
„     and  the  Anchoress,  411 
„     deceived,  The,  392 
Devils  in  the  Stocks,  419 
The  Four,  403 
The  Seven  in  Man,  425 
vanquished,  380 
Drunkards,    The,    and  the   Inn- 
keeper, 34 

Eagle  and  Crow,  367 

Emperor,  The  Gtonerodty  of  an, 

349 
Enchanted  Chamber,  The,  7 
Eustace,  The  Legend  of  St  (Pla- 

cidas),  87 

Father,  A,  induced  to  become  a 

Monk  by  his  Son,  364 
Father  and  his  Lunatic  Son,  341 
Fish,  The  Wonderful,  413 
Focus  the  Smith,  27 
Fool,  A  Sing's  Son's  Search  for 

the  greatest,  438 
Four    Philosophers,    Sayings    of, 

360 
Fridolin,  The  Story  of,  322 
Friends,  The  Three,  proved,  127 
Friends,  The  Two,  196 

Garden,  The  Enchanted,  HI 
Gauter,  The  Adventures  of,  366 
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416 
Grateful  Emperor,  The,  42 
Gregory,  Legend  of  Pope,  250 
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Greyhound,  The  Faithful,  98 
Guardian  and  his  Ward,  263 

„        The  feiithful,  rewarded, 

345 
Guardians,  The  Besponsibilities  of, 

156 
Guide  and  the  ungrateful  Steward, 

279 
Guide,  the  wise  Steward,  104 

Harlot,  The  repentant,  390 
Harper  and  the  Fishes,  136 
Haunted  Chamber,  The,  408 
Heathen  Woman  converted,  426 
Hen  and  Chickens,  370 
Hope,  The  Power  of,  227 
House  on  which   the    Sun    ever 

shone,  367 
Hugo,  The  Bishop,  380 
Hungary,  The  King  of,  37 

Images,  The  Three,  308 
Incest  and  its  Consequences,  388 
Infidel  shamed  by  a  Deyil,  402 
Ingratitude,  and  how  it  was  pun- 
ched, 219 

„  of  a  Knight  punished 

by  a  Serpent,  242 

Jealous  Queen,  The,  275 

Jewish    Accusers    silenced    by    a 

Miracle,  377 
Jonathas,  The  Story  of,  180 
Joyinian  the  Proud^  75 
Justice  as  administered  by  a  Boman 

Emperor,  241 

King's  Bequests  to  his  three  Sons, 

439 
Knight's   Life    saved   by  stating 

three  Facts,  101 
Knights,  The  Old  and  Young,  60 

Lame  and  Blind  Man,  The,  15 
Lear  and  his  Daughters,  48 

Ma^cian,  The,  Knight,  and  Clerk,  1 
Maidens,     The    Two,    and    their 

Seducer,  440 
Man  and  Honey,  109 
Mary  Magdalene,  Vision  of,  394 
Merchants  of  Baldak  and  Lom- 

bardy  (Lydgate's  *  Two  Friends'), 

196 
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Mercy,  Truth,  Justice,  and  Peace, 

132 
Monks,  The  Three,  382 
Montar^s,  The  Dog  of,  396 
Moral  Lesson  of  the  Ants,  372 
of  Chess,  70 
of  Grammar,  416 
Mother,  A,  delivered  from  Hell  by 

her  Son,  401 
Murderers,  How  Three,  were  de- 
tected, 9? 

Nail  in  the  Balance,  379 
Nightingale  and  the  Magic  Well, 
441 

Ostrich  and  her  Young,  435 

Penitent  Murderess  pardoned,  394 
Philosophers,  Sayings  of  Four,  360 
Physician  and  his  Stepmother,  233 
Physicians,  The  Jealous,  67 
Piety,  The  Reward  of,  379 
Pirate's  Daughter,  The,  306 
Placidas,  Legend  of,  87 
Plaice,  The  turningof  the,  153 
Pound  of  Flesh,   The  (Shylock'a 

Bond),  158 
Prisoner,  The,  and  the  Nightin- 
gale, 334 
Prodigal's  Eetum,  The,  443 
Prophecy  fulfilled,  A,  206 

Questions,  Three,  proposed  by  our 
Lord,  424 

Bace,  A,  and  how  won  (Atalanta), 

121,  429 
Bepentant  Harlot,  The,  390 
Bich  Magistrate's  injustice   pun- 

ished,  386 
Rich  Man  and  the  Poor  Widow,  386 
Ring,  Brooch,  and  Cloth  (Jonathas), 

180 

Seducer  punished.  The,  235 
Serpent  and  Toad,  17 
Serpent,  The  Grateful,  5 
Seven  Questions  and  their  Aiiswers, 

65 
Shirt,  The  Bloody,  23 

„      The  Wonderful,  170 
Shylock's  Bond,  158 
Slothful  Men,  The  Three,  238 
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Socrates  and  his  Wife,  436 
Son,  The  affectionate,  45 

„     The  true,  discoyered,  167 

„     The  ungrateful,  336 

,,     The  unnatural,  reproved,  223 
Sons,  The  Duties  of  true,  230 
Stepmother  and  her  two  Stepsons, 

237 
Steward,  Cunning  of  an  unfaithful, 

139 
Swearer's  Death-bed,  The,  409 

Tests,  The  Three,  356 
Three  Knights,  The,  53 
„     Caskets,  The,  294 

Uncle,  The  Jealous  (Schiller's  FH- 

dolin),  322 
Unfaithfulness  of  a  Wife  cured,  342 
Ungrateful  Citizens,  The,  9 


Vengeance  of  Gk)d  though  late  is 

sure,  268 
Virgin  Mary  and  the  Devil,  422 

,,         „     pleading  for  a  Soul, 

404 


Well,  The  Magic,  343 

Widows,    Why  Three,    remained 

single,  172 
Wife,  An  unfaithful,  ptmished  by 

a  Lion,  245 
Wise  and  Foolish  Knie^te,  The,  19 
Witnesses,  The  Three  False,  72 
Wolf  and  Hare,  373 

„     and  Swine,  368 
Woman  in  Hell,  383 

Zeuxis  the  Painter,  361 
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